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(1) Desai, W. S, India and Burma, Calcutta, 1954, p. 37-38.



"Burmans call Indians Kalas. This term has been interpreted into two different ways. Ku in Burmese
means to cross over; and /a is to come. So Kala is the one who has crossed over and come into the
country, that is, a foreigner. The other interpretation is that it is the Sanskrit Kula meaning clan or caste.
Hence it is thought that the term was applied to Indians since they observe caste. Kalas therefore would
mean "the caste people". Most probably the first interpretation is the correct one. Kala simply means a
foreigner. Europeans are often called by Burmans Kala phyu, i.e. white foreigners. The term Kala has
indeed become in Burma a term of reproach and should be banned. When the Japanese were in
occupation of the country from 1942 to 1945, they forbade the use of this term. substituting /ndos ."
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1. Khin Maung Saw, (Mis)Interpretations of Burmese Words. In the case of Kala (Kula) o%
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