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Just some immediate reactions since it’s nearly 3AM, but this is an incredibly powerful and effective film.
It’s made up of small moments that’s cumulative poweris something pretty remarkable to behold. Eliza
Hittman’s work reminds me in a lot of ways of AndreaArnold’sfilmsinthe way it createsincredible
intimate humanist portraits of fairly insular characters. She also shares alotin common with herfellow
New York compatriots the Safdies Brothersinthe way she captures unglamorous but a hyper-specific
vision of New York unlike that we normally see in cinema. This attention to details has always beena
hallmark of her works but there’s something specifically in this film that makes the world feel soreal -
little toucheslike hot sauce packetsina family junk drawer, the feeland atmosphere of being adriftina
city with nowhere to stay, the way a managertends to speak at a dead-endretail job. Everythinginthe
world of her film feelsso lived in. The film tackles the topic of abortion and doessoin the least
melodramaticway possible, the film ratherthan announcingit’s thesis just simply takes you through the
process and the maddeninglevels of bureaucracy putin place to keep women frombeingable tosimply
make a choice about theirbodies. Inthe midst of all thisthough it also has a very human story and real
friendship and that’s anchored by two incredible performances. TaliaRyderalready feels like astarin
this filmand has such a softness and warmth that you can already see why Spielberg would be casting
herin hiswork. The standout though obviouslyis Sidney Flanigan. The entire film rests on hershoulders
and there’svery few framesshe’s notat the direct centerof. The character of Autumn requires such
control and nuance given how quietshe is. Flanigan keeps this from everfeeling like a passive character
though, somuch is communicatedin just the way she physically responds and so much of her strength
comesinthe wayin whichwe see herjustbarely holding on but managingto. It’san incredibly
challengingrole totake on and Sidney Flanigan not onlyrises to the challenge but provides Autumn such
adistinctidentity. lalsodon’twannago all Sean Baker here, but| love that Eliza Hittman always shoots
on film and the cinematography here is absolutely gorgeous.

An early contenderfor Best Film of 2020
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