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A paragraph template

Describe your point: introduce
and describe your topic and 
show its relationship to the 
previous discussion point.

One significant point concerning this topic area is  ...
Another interesting issue related to ... is ...
In contrast to the above point, another area of 
interest is ...

Provide evidence to support this 
topic/issue. This involves using 
evidence you have found from 
your research. This might be 
primary and/or secondary 
material.

Taylor (2009) supports this view by suggesting that ...
According to Slater (2011) there are some key factors 
relating to this. He suggests ...
Jones (2011) demonstrates a particularly effective 
method by illustrating …

Evaluation: This involves you 
making sense of the evidence. 
You are asking “So what?” “Why 
is this important?” “How does it 
help us understand the question 
posed?” 

While this viewpoint considers some aspects of ... it 
does not take into account ...
What Taylor’s view shows us in the context of ... is 
that ...
To take this idea further we might consider how ...
To re-imagine this view in the context of ... it could be 
said that ...

 

Introduction 10% 

200 words 

Paragraph 8 

200 words  

Conclusion 10% 

200 words 

Reference List/bibliography in alphabetical order 

 

An introduction might include the following information: 

• An introduction to the topic or background information (you could 

include interesting facts or quotations) 

• The reason why this topic is important and relevant 

• Definitions of any complex terminology that is referred to throughout 

the assignment  

• Introduce the main ideas that your essay will discuss in the order you 

will address them 

A conclusion might include the following information: 

• A summary of each of the points you have made  

• A clear statement of the most significant aspects 

presented in the essay 

• Ensure that the question has been answered directly 

 

Paragraph 7 

200 words  

Paragraph 6 

200 words  

Paragraph 5 

200 words  

Paragraph 4 

200 words  

Paragraph 3 

200 words  

Paragraph 2 

200 words  

Paragraph 1 

200 words  

 
Tips: When developing an argument you could try the following: 

• If you are presenting an overview of a topic, you often have to present a debate. You might use the first section of your essay to present 

the counter argument, and the second half to present your main argument (it helps to finish an essay with your strongest point) 

• Not all essays can be divided into two sections so easily. For example, if you are being asked to show the history of a topic area, you may 

find that each paragraph builds on from the one before. 

• Consider what your essay question is asking you to do, and then structure your argument accordingly. The template above can be 

changed and adapted to suit your own work.  


