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"Kurds must set aside their differences and work together for
the common good. Only then can we build a brighter future."

- Leyla Zana
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Introduction Danyar H. Mohammad

Introduction
Embarking on the Journey of Understanding: Unraveling the Complex Yezidi
Identity

In the vast realm of human identity, there exist intricate layers, each waiting to be unfurled.
Identity is not a static label; it is a living, breathing entity shaped by history, culture, beliefs,
and perceptions. Our voyage of exploration in this comprehensive essay takes us into the
captivating world of Yezidi identity—a subject that has intrigued scholars, communities, and
individuals for generations.

The Yezidis: Guardians of a Distinct Legacy

Nestled within the enchanting tapestry of the Middle East, the Yezidi community emerges as
a remarkable group—a Kurdish-speaking endogamous minority with roots deeply embedded
in the lands of Kurdistan. This expansive region spans across the geopolitical boundaries of
Iraq, Syria, Turkey, and Iran, bearing witness to a complex mosaic of cultures, histories, and
human stories. Against this backdrop, the Yezidis have thrived while embracing an identity
that has garnered attention for its uniqueness.

The Identity Enigma: Ethnoreligious or Subgroup?

At the epicenter of Yezidi identity lies an ongoing debate that weaves through the very fabric
of Yezidi society—an inquiry that transcends the realms of classification. It revolves around
the question of whether the Yezidi people stand as a distinct ethnoreligious group, boasting an
identity all their own, or whether they are, in essence, a religious sub-group intricately
interwoven within the broader tapestry of Kurdish identity. This intriguing debate captivates
the intellectual discourse, sparking impassioned discussions and underscoring the intricacies
of identity in our modern world.

Exploring the Layers: A Multifaceted Perspective

Our journey to fathom the multifaceted Yezidi identity demands an expedition into the annals
of history, a trek across the landscapes of Kurdistan, a deep dive into the intricate beliefs and
practices that define Yezidism, and, crucially, an open-hearted embrace of the diverse voices
that make up the Yezidi community. This essay, therefore, aspires not only to shed light on
the contours of this age-old debate but also to cherish the enigmatic nuances, the graceful
ambiguities, and the captivating paradoxes that constitute the rich tapestry of Yezidi identity.
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A Kaleidoscope of Identities

As we commence this intellectual voyage, our purpose is not merely to provide definitive
answers but to engage in the art of questioning. We aim to appreciate the complexities of
identity, the shades of gray that transform labels into vibrant narratives, and the vibrant
mosaic of human existence. Within these pages, we shall embark on a journey of profound
understanding, attempting to capture the essence of the elusive Yezidi identity—an identity
that transcends classification and reveals the intricate, ever-evolving facets of human
self-perception.

There is a disagreement in Yezidi circles on whether the Yezidi people are a
distinct ethnoreligious group or a religious sub-group of the Kurds.

In this essay, I will solve this disagreement.
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Genetics
Debunking The Separatist Source
Let us begin by examining a key source that has been referenced by proponents of separatism
and their supporters to argue against the assertion that Yezidis are part of the Kurdish identity.

http://yazidis.info/en/news/2452/genetically,-the-closest-people-to-the-yazidis-were-the-assyrians

This specific passage within the contentious article has been cited as evidence suggesting
genetic proximity between Yezidis and Assyrians. However, it is imperative to emphasize
that this citation has been extracted from its broader context and, upon closer examination,
lacks a definitive and coherent conclusion.
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An instance exemplifying the absence of a definitive conclusion is manifested in the
following passage, which posits that Yezidis exhibit the closest genetic proximity to
Iranians. It is incumbent upon us to elucidate that 'Iranian' in this context is not an
isolated ethnic identity but rather a collective term encompassing various Iranic ethnic
groups, such as Kurds, Pashtuns, Persians, Tajiks, Balochis, among others.

It is pertinent to note that the study in question previously arrived at a seemingly
contradictory determination, asserting Yezidi genetic proximity to Assyrians. The
subsequent assertion that Yezidis are genetically closer to 'Iranians' underscores the
complexity of genetic studies, reflecting the intricate web of ancestral ties within the
broader Middle Eastern context.

To foster a more scholarly discourse, we must delve into the methodological
intricacies underpinning these genetic analyses and recognize that genetic proximity,
when assigned to a diverse category like 'Iranians,' requires nuanced interpretation
that accounts for the intricate tapestry of ethno-cultural diversity within this grouping.
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As I delve deeper into the examination of this study, a persistent pattern of contradictions
begins to surface. It is worth directing our attention to a passage that has, at times, been
overlooked but holds significance within the discourse.

In this specific passage, the study posits the existence of an unidentified ancestor within the
R1a/R1b haplotypes, which intriguingly exhibits the closest genetic proximity to both Yezidi
and Kurdish haplotypes.

How can Yezidis be closer to Assyrians yet share the same ancestor as Kurds?
This “study” is pure nonsense.
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Unbiased Sources Unveiling Unity
Let me present some unbiased sources that provide evidence supporting the assertion that
Yezidis and Kurds may not share the same identity.

Here are the genetic distance results of the Global25 & Dodecad k12b Yezidi samples. The
Global25 sample matches best with Kurds, followed by other Iranic samples of Lurs,
Zoroastrians and Talysh. Similarly, with Dodecad k12b with Kurdish samples & other
western Iranic samples.
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Take a look at the distance results of samples from the Yezidi priestly castes (2 Şemsanî
Sheikhs, 2 Adanî Sheikhs and 2 Pîrs of unspecified lineages) with Global25 calculator, results
typical for Kurdish samples, closest matches often being "Ezid", "Kurdish" samples or other
western Iranic groups, not Assyrian as these separatists claim.
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Furthermore I'd like to present some genetic distance results of four Serhedî Ezidi samples
from Russia, Georgia and Armenia with the Global25 calculator. Serhed being the name of
the region, most of the ancestors of Caucasian and Russian Ezidis emigrated from 100-200
years ago.
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Here we see once again that there's no distinctive characteristic setting apart the DNA of
Yezidis from that of Kurds, they are very much the same. Thus, some samples have
"Kurdish" as the top match & some get "Ezid", followed by other, closely related western
Iranic populations.
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Below are two Adanî samples. They possess the R1a-Z94 haplotype, & distance-wise, they
also didn't possess any particular affinity with foreign ethnic groups, rather, as typical for any
Kurd, they are closer to western Iranic groups.
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Kurds, distinct from Arabs
Another aspect I will address is the assertion that Yezidis are of Arab descent, a claim that
even emerged during the trial of Saddam Hussein, adding a historical and political dimension
to the discussion.

“Yezidis have a history, and they identify themselves as Arabs”

It's worth noting that the claim of Yezidis being distinct from Kurds is not uncommon,
especially in conversations with individuals from different ethnic backgrounds who advocate
for the separation of Yezidis from the broader Kurdish identity. Their arguments often follow
a similar line of reasoning.

“Yezidis have different origins due to some Yezidis speaking Arabic and this proves that there
is no correlation with Yezidis being Kurds for speaking Kurdish”

Yezidis of Bashiqa & Bahzani are often mistaken as Yezidis of different origins due to
speaking Arabic but looking at their result and the tribes they belong to, it seems like they
just went through a linguistic shift.

The simple truth is that the now Arab-speaking tribes in Bashiqa and Bahzani, including but
not limited to Xaltî, Dumilî and Hekarî, have historically been classified as Kurdish tribes. 
The Cambridge History of the Kurds.
EARLY BEGINNINGS
"The Kurdish Principality of Hakkariya* (14Th-15Th Centuries)"
"Şerefhan Şerefnâme Kürt Tarihi cilt
Survival Among The Kurds

I have previously provided genetic samples comparing Yezidis to non-Yezidi Kurds. Now, I
will introduce genetic samples from Yezidi individuals within tribes that have faced
allegations of having an ethnic Arab affiliation.
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Yezidi sample from Bashiqa, calculated with the samples of Eurogenes K13.
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The Hekarî, Dumilî and Xaltî can be found to be mentioned as Kurdish tribes in historical
records & the rest of the tribes can be found in the rest of Şêxan which is Kurdish-speaking.
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Another Euro K13 result of a Yezidi from Bozan, who posted his results on a forum:
https://www.quora.com/Why-do-Kurdish-nationalists-claim-Yezidis-when-they-have-different-genetics-culture-and-religion-a
nd-moreover-consider-themselves-an-independent-ethnoreligious-group/answer/Z%C3%AAdo-Ezidi?ch=10&oid=33743841

4&share=fccdb55b&srid=hdVhxO&target_type=answer
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Yezidis of caucasia
Aside from these calculators, there are studies on Yezidis living in the Caucasus confirming
the same thing. In this study, Georgian Kurds, the vast majority of whom are Yezidis, showed
per mitochondrial DNA, have smallest pairwise values, in other words closest genetic
distance with Kurdish samples from Turkey.
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Georgian Kurds did show increased drift from their brethren in Turkey, but this is due to
bottleneck effect (being descended from a small population) and reduced diversity (due to
isolation & practicing endogamy).
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1046/j.1529-8817.2005.00174.x

22

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1046/j.1529-8817.2005.00174.x


Genetics, Yezidis of caucasia Danyar H. Mohamad

Worth being mentioned is the highest percentage of Modal Kurdish Haplotype being thus far
measured in Yezidis in Armenia, followed by Muslim Kurds from the so called "Northern
Iraq".
https://www.scirp.org/journal/paperinformation.aspx?paperid=19564
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Here are the results of another Yezidi residing in Georgia showed on 23andme.com
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The same person's results displayed on Euro K13
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Here is an additional study that presents an extensive array of genetic data pertaining to
Kurdish populations. Notably, this study reveals that Yezidis exhibit genetic patterns
consistent with other Kurdish groups, particularly demonstrating close genetic affinities with
Kurmanji Kurds. This alignment underscores the shared genetic heritage and connections
within the broader Kurdish ethno-genetic landscape, which plays a significant role in
understanding the complexities of Yezidi identity.
http://corduene.blogspot.com/
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Debunking The Ezidki Language
Yezidi separatist proponents and their supporters commonly reference a specific document to
assert the existence of the 'Ezidki' language. This document, a proposal submitted to Unicode
for the encoding of the Yezidi script in the Supplementary Multilingual Plane (SMP) of the
Universal Character Set (UCS), is frequently cited as primary evidence of the language's
existence. However, it is crucial to subject this claim to rigorous examination and potential
debunking, given its substantial influence in discussions regarding the Yezidi language.
http://www.unicode.org/L2/L2019/19051-yezidi.pdf

Bellow is the alphabet of the supposed Ezidki language
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The pictures above are from a 1911 work of Pére Anastase-Marie, a father of the Carmelite
church, who said that the language resembled an old Kurdish dialect no longer spoken today,
and that it contained Persian, Turkish & Arabic but were in neither any of those languages.

The text in the last picture translated to English

“So I deciphered everything, and I transcribed it into a notebook in Arabic characters. But I
was faced with a language that I did not understand. It was neither Persian, nor Arabic, nor
Turkish, it was a mixture of all three languages with other terms that were not in any of the
dictionaries I have. I came to know that it was a dialect that resembled Old Kurdish, which is
no longer spoken today; but whose words however are scattered in several dialects of
Kurdish”
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In 1913, Vienna-based orientalist Maximillian Bittner conducted an analysis and translation
of the same scriptures, utilizing the same alphabet. Bittner described these texts as 'bizarre'
and noted that they were composed in a Kurdish dialect, no longer spoken, which he believed
to be closely related to the Mukri (Sorani) dialect.

Additionally, Bittner questioned the authenticity of the texts, raising the possibility that they
might be forgeries, potentially associated with Pére Anastase-Marie. This inquiry adds a layer
of complexity to discussions surrounding the Yezidi scriptures and their historical origins.

To sum it up, if those scriptures are indeed authentic, all evidence is pointing to the fact the
alphabet was used for writing Kurdish and not “Ezidki”
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At the beginning of September 2006, at an event staged in the Yezidi village of Alagyaz,
Armenia, government officials said that new textbooks in minority languages would be
distributed to schools in minority-populated villages, while UNICEF said it would provide
stationary and other supplies.

Less than a month later, however, Yezidis in Alagyaz and ten surrounding villages were
complaining. Their language is the Kurmanji dialect of Kurdish, but the books funded and
provided by the government were instead written in Ezidki. While the latter is still Kurdish
by another name, the alphabet chosen for publication was in the unaccustomed Cyrillic
alphabet instead of the more usual Latin script.

These [new] books are a shame and we don't want to have this rubbish,” said Torkom
Khudoyan, vice-president of the National Committee of Yezidis of Armenia.

Speaking to IWPR, both UNICEF and Hranush Kharatyan, head of the Armenian
government’s department for national minorities and religious affairs, confirmed reports that
the new textbooks are being rejected, but said that it was outside their remit to intervene.
Critics, however, argue that the situation should never have arisen in the first place and allege
it is part of a continuing attempt to promote a non-Kurdish identity among Armenia’s Yezidis.

"The Yezidi religious and cultural tradition is deeply rooted in Kurdish culture and almost all
Yezidi sacred texts are in Kurdish," said Philip Kreyenbroek, head of Iranian studies at the
University of Goettingen in Germany and a leading specialist on the Kurds and the Yezidis of
Turkey and northern Iraq.

Nahro Zagros, an ethnic Kurdish PhD student from Iraq studying the ethno-musical traditions
of Yezidis at the University of York, concurs. Zagros says that he also stumbled upon what
many consider to be the artificial division of the community on a recent visit to Armenia.
“The school in Shinkani has refused these textbooks, and teachers from Rya Taze, Alagyaz,
Dirik, Orta Chia, Amri Taze and Jamushlow have also rejected them,” he said.

Rostom Atashov, president of the Union of Yezidis in Georgia, told IWPR his community
uses the Kurmanji dialect and the Latin script. “We are both Yezidis and Kurds,” he said. “We
have one language and it is Kurdish, and if you look at where the Yezidis came from
geographically, it is Kurdistan. In Georgia, we’ve never even debated this problem. Yezidis
are Kurds, and we all believe that.”

Knyaz Hassanov, head of the Kurdish community in Armenia, told IWPR, “These books do
not concern us. They are not important and we have decided to publish our own. The
overwhelming majority [of Yezidis in Armenia] consider themselves Kurds.

The Kurdistan Committee is now printing its own textbooks in the Latin script for
distribution to Yezidi schools during the second half of November.
https://iwpr.net/global-voices/armenia-yezidi-identity-battle
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The Kurdish Tongue of Yezidis
In the travel report published in 1941 by Ethel Drower, she reports conversations with a
Kebanî (religious Ezidi female position) named Dayê Qoteh when Ethel would use some
Kurdish words with her or learn them from her. Dayê Qoteh used the term Kermanji
(Kurmancî), not "Ezidki"
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Here is another source claiming the same thing

A journey from London to Persepolis by Ussher, John, 1865, p.411

It is also important to note that their holy book “Mashafi Rash” which is written in Kurdish states
that “God speaks with Adam in the Kurdish language”

https://pages.uoregon.edu/sshoemak/102/texts/Black%20Book.htm
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Historical Evidence
Alay Rengîn - flag of the Yezidis
Let’s start with the Yezidi flag. The Yezidi flag is not a flag which has been used to
historically represent the Yezidis, it’s used and founded by the HPÊ to represent the militia.
The Protection Force of Ezidkhan the militia itself is a part of the Kurdish Peshmerga and
their leader is a supporter of Kurdish independence who tells his people to support an
independent Kurdistan.
"Haider Shesho: Ezidkhan Units take orders from President Barzani, Peshmerga Ministry"
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%8Az%C3%AEdxan_Protection_Force
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UA8hoUc_x5U&ab_channel=EzidiHeritage

Historical Evidence, Prominent Yezidis

Prominent Yezidis
In the presented clip, Baba Chawish is queried regarding the nature of persecution faced by
Yezidis, whether it primarily stems from their religious affiliation or their Kurdish ethnicity.
In response, Baba Chawish asserts that the persecution faced by Yezidis is a result of both
factors, namely their religious beliefs and their Kurdish ethnic identity.
https://twitter.com/i/status/1425754560442810369

The observations of the Syriac historian Bar Hebraeus, a contemporary scholar of the era
during which Sheikh Adi lived, provide historical documentation of considerable
significance. Within his writings, Bar Hebraeus makes a noteworthy assertion, noting that
Sheikh Adi held the esteemed status of being regarded as a prophet by the Kurdish populace
residing in the geographical region of Mosul. This historical account underscores the
profound influence and revered position that Sheikh Adi held among the Kurds of that era,
offering valuable insights into the historical perception of his role within the local Kurdish
community.
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In a 14th-century Persian source (Al-Fusul al-Fakhriyya), Sheikh adi is listed among the
notable Kurdish figures: "... and from the Kurds are the Kings of Shabankara, the family of
Marwan, the Kings of Diyarbakir, & of the Kurds are Sheikh Cagîr, Sheikh Adî, Sheikh Ebu'l
Wefa & others..."
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Furthermore, Sheikh Adi's great-nephew (Who also was named Adi) was called "Adi the
Kurd."

35



Historical Evidence, Prominent Yezidis Danyar H. Mohamad

Below is the image of Mir Ismail Beg, the Yezidi Mir in Shingal who thrived during the late
19th and early 20th centuries, raises an intriguing historical question. It is pertinent to inquire
why a Yezidi prince of his stature would choose to align himself with Xoybûn, a Kurdish
independence movement founded in 1927. Such an affiliation suggests a significant level of
engagement and shared objectives with the broader Kurdish cause. This historical aspect
prompts a nuanced examination of the dynamics between Yezidi identity and their
engagement in the Kurdish political and independence movements of that period, warranting
further scholarly scrutiny.

Mir Ismail Beg
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The historical record provides compelling evidence of Mir Ismail Beg's active involvement as
an integral member of Xoybûn, a Kurdish independence movement founded in 1927. His
notable efforts to secure British support on behalf of Xoybûn are underscored by a letter
dated February 17, 1930, attributed to him and addressed to an administrative inspector in
Mosul. This significant correspondence, originally authored by "al-Amir Isma'il Beg
AL-YEZIDI" (Ismail Chol Beg), has been duly translated into both French and English by the
Kurdish Institute of Paris.

This correspondence substantiates not only his affiliation with Xoybûn but also his
identification as a Kurd. The historical context surrounding Mir Ismail Beg's engagement in
Kurdish nationalist movements and his pursuit of foreign support for the Kurdish cause adds
depth to our understanding of the complexities surrounding the Yezidi identity within the
broader Kurdish socio-political landscape of that period.

The historical records are available for the reader in French and English in the next page

37



Historical Evidence, Prominent Yezidis Danyar H. Mohamad

38



Historical Evidence, Prominent Yezidis Danyar H. Mohamad

We can also confirm that the administrative inspector received Ismail Beg's letter as he
mentions it in this letter of his which is kept in British archives and was published by
Cambridge in their 9000 pages long and 13-volume set of Kurdish records.

An RAF special service officer passing on a Xoybun leaflet being handed to Kurds. It shows
a picture of Ismail Beg Al-Yezidi as a member of Xoybun. Ismail had sent this to the
administrative inspector of Mosul.
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Moreover, it is important to note that Yezidi religious authorities, including prominent figures
such as Baba Sheikh, the Mîr, and the Peshimam, have consistently emphasized the Kurdish
ethnicity of the Yezidi community. This assertion is corroborated by historical records,
including a letter dated 1966 from the mayor of Shekhan to officials in Mosul. The letter
attests that after conducting thorough investigations and engaging in personal meetings with
Yezidi religious leaders, including Baba Sheikh and the Mir, they collectively reached the
unequivocal conclusion that Yezidis identify themselves as part of the Kurdish ethnicity and
nationality. This historical documentation underscores the Yezidi community's own
recognition of their Kurdish identity as endorsed by their religious leadership.

"When carrying out the investigations and the personal meetings with some leaders of the
Yazidis that dwell the region of our province, especially Tahsin Said, the general leader of the
nation and its prince, and the Bāba-Shaykh, the religious head of the Yazidis and when
enlarging upon the subject, based on what they have said, we note that the origin of the
community is in the Kurdish regions of Northern Iraq. Thus, the nationality of its members is
considered Kurdish." - Excerpt from the 1966 letter.
ÊZIDÎS IN IRAQ
Religious Minorities in Republican Iraq Between Granting Rights and Discrimination: A socio-political and historical study

Tord Wallström, a Swedish journalist, met the Yazidi Mir, Tahsin Beg in 1974. Tahsin stated
his reason for participating in the Kurdish Revolt. He stated, "I believe in the principles of the
revolt. However, there is no relation between the religion and the revolt. I am Kurdish, and all
the Yezidis are Kurdish; this is the reason why I joined this revolt". The journalist asked
whether all the Yezidis are participating in the revolt, to which Mîr Tahsin responded: "No,
but because their participation in the revolt has not been necessary as of yet. I've not
requested their participation, but if I do, at least 95% will join the revolt. By the way, the
government executed twenty Yazidis recently in Mosul"
Wallström, Tord (1975). Bergen är våra enda vänner: ett reportage från Kurdistan.

The Yezidi Spiritual Council in Lalish released a statement where they emphasized and
expressed their pride in the Kurdish identity of Yezidis, based on linguistic, historical,
geographical and traditional facts. The statement was signed by the Mir, Baba Sheikh, Sheikh
al-Wazir, a Peshimam and a Qawwal.
SEBASTIAN., MAISEL (2018). YEZIDIS IN SYRIA: identity building among a double minority.
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Usuv Beg Temuryants, who participated in the Battle of Sardarapat in 1918, was a member of
the parliament of the First Armenian Republic, a major political, national, and military leader.
Since 1896, he had been a leader of the Yazidis of Transcaucasia.

Manuk Muradyan's book "Usuv Beg" (Yerevan, 2012), written in Armenian, contains a letter
from Usuv Beg to the Emperor of Russia from the Romanov dynasty.

In this letter, Usuv Beg writes that his people are Yezidi Kurds, that is, he indicates his
nationality as Kurdish, but specifies that they are Yezidis by religion. Below is pages from the
book, with Usuv Beg's letter included:
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"I am happy on behalf of the 3,000 families of Yezidi Kurds, who 60 years ago, led by my
grandfather Temur Agha, left Turkey and found refuge in Russia, I would like to express my
gratitude and wish success to you and your family, we live very well on earth and under your
rule."
"Усув Бег: курды-езиды благодарят императора России | RiaTaza"
"Курдский Памб – Сипан: географическое положение |"
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Yezidi nationalism
Sherfedin
Yazidis distinguish the name of their community from the name of their religion according
the Kurdish phrase:

Miletê min Êzîd ("My nation - the Yazidis.")

Dîne min Şerfedîn ("My religion - Sharfadin.")

However, this phrase does not come up in the official qewls (religious hymns), rather, in
those qewls where the terms Şerfedîn and Êzîd (Êzî) are mentioned together, the term "Atqat"
comes up next to Ezid instead of "Millet".

Me dîn Şerfedîne û Êzî atqate. ("Our religion is Sherfedin and belief is Ezi.")

— Qewlê Şerfedîn

Me dîn Şerfedîn, atqad Siltan Êzîde. ("Our religion is Sherfedin, belief is Sultan Ezid.")

— Qewlê Qendîla

Şerfedîn is the name of a son of Sheikh Hasan (Sheikh Sharaf ad-Dīn ibn al-Hasan Şerfedin),
who lead the Yezidis in the 13th century and under whose rule the final canonization of the
Yezidi religion took place. As a result, Şerfedîn is considered the personification of the Yezidi
religion as implied in the aforementioned qewls. Likewise with Sultan Ezid, the name of
God's manifestation, who personifies atqat (belief).

"Nevertheless, it is worth noting that certain Yezidi nationalist individuals, who may not
possess a comprehensive understanding of their religious scriptures (qewls), have
occasionally cited such historical references to propagate the notion that Yezidis constitute a
distinct ethnicity. In doing so, they assertively misrepresent "Şerfedîn" as the religious
nomenclature, while concurrently adopting "Êzidî" as the ethnonym.”

Additionally, the term "Millet" has only recently begun to be understood in a nationalistic
sense due to the growing popularity of nationalist ideologies, as a result, the phrase itself has
started to be perceived as an ethnic and national declaration. The term "millet" would have
originally been equivalent to "religion" and "religious community" rather than ethnicity.
Thus, the original meaning of the phrase "Miletê min Ezid" would've been "I belong to the
religious group of Ezid"
"Milete min Êzîd. The Uniqueness of the Yezidi Concept of the Nation"
The Religion of the Peacock Angel: The Yezidis and Their Spirit World
Rediscovering Kurdistan's Cultures and Identities: The Call of the Cricket
"Refworld | The Human Rights Situation of the Yezidi Minority in the Transcaucausus (Armenia, Georgia, Azerbaijan)"
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Armenia
Yezidi nationalism was more or less born in Armenia, 1990s when the Armenian government
was genociding the Muslim Kurds during the Armenian-Azerbaijani conflict, those Yazidis
who considered themselves as Kurds were expelled or fled from Armenia along with Muslim
Kurds. More than half of the Yazidis left/expelled from Armenia. The rest of them were
rebranded as “Yezidis” as a new ethnicity and although they speak Kurdish, their Kurdish
language was renamed Ezidki by the Armenian government and the Yazidis renounced their
Kurdish identity because of the fear of persecution.
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/fre#{%22itemid%22:[%22001-155353%22
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The First Nagorno-Karabakh War between Armenia and Azerbaijan spilled across the region
of Nagorno-Karabakh into the traditionally Kurdish populated areas in both of these
countries. In the late 1980s 18,000 Kurds left from Armenia to Azerbaijan.
In 1992–1993, Armenian troops advanced into Kalbajar, Lachin, Qubadli and Zangilan,
forcing the non-Armenian civilian population out. As much as 80% of the Kurdish population
of those regions settled in IDP camps in Aghjabadi.
Thomas de Waal Black Garden: Armenia and Azerbaijan through Peace and War.
Azerbaijan. Seven Years of Conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh. — Human Rights Watch
Этнический состав Азербайджана (по переписи 1999 года)

48

http://demoscope.ru/weekly/2004/0183/analit05.php


Yezidi nationalism, Armenia Danyar H. Mohamad

As their Turkish neighbors, ultra nationalist Armenians are trying very hard to dismantle the
Kurdish nation. They are using the religious difference between Kurds to cause friction
between Kurds, just like Turks, they are also encouraging the Zazakis - who practice Alevism
- not to identify themselves as Kurds (I.E the self-proclaimed Kurdologist Garnik Astarian)
who seeks to isolate Kurdish religious minorities such as Yezidis and Alevi Zazas from their
Muslim peers for their own interests. As Armenian nationalists view Kurdish unity and
nationhood as a threat to the claim of the Armenian nation to lands, they consider to be the
western parts of “greater Armenia”
Here is what Garnik Astarian, the foremost expert on Kurds amongst Armenian academia had
to say about Kurdish independence aspirations:

“The creation of a Kurdish state - whether on the territory of Turkey or Iraq - is a great threat
to our national interests. Attempts are now being made to dismember Iraq and create a
Kurdish state on its territory, which will become a front structure for the West. It should be
taken into account that if some constructive dialogue is possible with modern Turkey - an
established state aspiring to the European Union, then the Kurdish massif is an unpredictable
and uncontrollable element, and unambiguously anti-Armenian. And there can be no illusions
on this score.”
"ПОЛИТИКА ГОСУДАРСТВА ДОЛЖНА СТРОИТЬСЯ НА ОСНОВЕ НАУЧНЫХ ЗНАНИЙ"

Garnik Astarian has postulated the theory in several publications that Zazas and Yezidis are
entirely separate nations based on dialectal differences.

Yezidis living in Armenia are encouraged and educated to empathize their religious
differences with Muslim Kurds, and to distance themselves from the larger Kurdish
community. The historic persecution from Muslims used as narrative basis to empathize
ethnic separateness from Muslim Kurdish majority. In-effect creating a syntenic ethnic
identity via political pressure and misinformation.

This flimsy politicized alternative identity, however, doesn’t stand scrutiny and is easily
debunked by more scientific methods such as autosomal genetics which I have presented.
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Rostom Atashov, president of the Union of Yezidis in Georgia, told IWPR
He believes that the division has opened up Armenia’s Yezidi community to the appeal of
organizations such as the outlawed Kurdistan Workers Party, PKK, currently fighting a
separatist guerrilla war in Turkey. “The Armenian government doesn’t want to recognise
Yezidis as Kurds so the only people willing to help Yezidis in Armenia with establishing their
identity are groups such as the PKK,” he said.

And that certainly seems to be the case in at least six Yezidi villages in the Aragatsotn and
Armavir regions of Armenia visited by IWPR this autumn. While many Yezidis openly
identified themselves as such, all also said they were Kurmanji-speaking ethnic Kurds. They
additionally expressed support for the PKK and displayed portraits of Abdullah Öcalan, the
organization’s imprisoned leader, in their homes, cultural centers and schools.

In recent years, several PKK representatives have also openly visited Armenia to tour Yezidi
villages. Last year, Yusuf Avdoyan, a Yezidi from the Armavir region of Armenia, was killed
along with six other PKK members fighting in Batman, Turkey. According to the Kurdistan
Committee in Armavir, his sister has now also joined the PKK and is currently fighting with
them.

Some experts believe that the government has only succeeded in alienating the Yezidis
through its education policies. One academic from Europe speaking to IWPR on the
condition of anonymity said, “The state seems to be distinctly encouraging the Ezdiki faction
and has not latched on to the fact that Kurmanji and Ezdiki, which were the same language
for the entire Soviet period, are still the same.

The Armenian state’s attempt at separating Yezidis to the rest of the Kurds by using the so called
“Ezidki” language is explained further in (p.29)
https://iwpr.net/global-voices/armenia-yezidi-identity-battle
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Iraq - Ba'ath regime 
Arab Socialist Ba'ath Party, and later the Baghdad-based Ba'ath Party

During the late 1970s, the Iraqi regime under the leadership of Saddam Hussein initiated a
series of coercive and brutal Arabization campaigns targeted at the Kurdish population
inhabiting northern Iraq. These campaigns were part of Hussein's broader strategy to suppress
Kurdish identity and assert centralized control over the region.

As part of these campaigns, traditional Yezidi villages, which had been home to Yezidi
communities for generations, were systematically razed and destroyed. This destructive
action not only resulted in the displacement of Yezidis but also disrupted their longstanding
rural way of life, which had been intricately tied to the mountainous regions where they had
traditionally resided.

One notable outcome of these policies was the establishment of the town of Sinjar. Under the
regime's orders, Yezidis were compelled to abandon their ancestral mountain villages and
relocate to this newly constructed urban center. This coercive resettlement had profound and
lasting effects on the Yezidi community, both in terms of their physical displacement and the
erosion of their traditional rural livelihoods.

The forced urbanization and displacement of the Yezidi population were elements of a larger
strategy by Saddam Hussein's regime to undermine the distinct cultural and ethnic identities
of various communities within Iraq, including the Yezidis. This period of upheaval and
displacement left a lasting impact on the Yezidi community and contributed to their historical
narrative of resilience in the face of adversity.

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/history/article/140809-iraq-yazidis-minority-isil-religion-history
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Current - Iraqi government 
Vian Dakhil, the sole Yezidi parliamentarian in the Iraqi Parliament, has played a pivotal role
in the ongoing discussion regarding the Yezidi identity. Her public stance unequivocally
opposes any efforts to separate the Yezidis from the broader Kurdish identity. This standpoint
holds particular significance as it emanates from a prominent Yezidi figure who actively
participates in the Iraqi political landscape. It underscores the fact that there are Yezidis who
firmly identify themselves as part of the Kurdish ethno-cultural mosaic, despite historical
complexities.

It is important to acknowledge that within the Yezidi community, there are individuals who
assert an Iraqi identity rather than a Kurdish one. This perspective, although not exclusive to
Yezidis, is rooted in historical context, including the Ba'ath regime's Arabization campaigns
that influenced the identity choices of some Yezidis.

During Saddam Hussein's rule, a significant number of Yezidis collaborated with the Iraqi
regime against the broader Kurdish population. While such collaboration was not unique to
Yezidi Kurds, it has contributed to a nuanced diversity of identity perspectives within the
Yezidi community.

Another significant factor shaping contemporary Yezidi identity is the tragic 2014 massacre
at the hands of ISIS. Yezidis were subjected to brutal violence, and their protection by
Peshmerga forces, who received orders to retreat, was perceived as a betrayal by some
Yezidis. In response, the PKK, along with the YPG and YPJ forces (all of which are Kurdish
militias), intervened to rescue Yezidis in Shingal. While this intervention saved lives, it also
introduced a layer of complexity to Yezidi identity.

Many Yezidis, viewing the retreat of the Peshmerga as a betrayal by their Kurdish
counterparts, have since used this event to justify their distancing from the Kurdish identity,
despite the fact that the rescuing forces were ethnically Kurdish. This illustrates the
multifaceted nature of identity among Yezidis, influenced by historical events and
perceptions of loyalty and betrayal.

In sum, the Yezidi identity is a complex tapestry shaped by historical, political, and social
dynamics, with diverse perspectives on whether to align with Kurdish or Iraqi identities. Vian
Dakhil's stance, the historical context of Arabization campaigns and collaboration with the
Iraqi regime, and the traumatic events of 2014 all contribute to the nuanced discussions
surrounding Yezidi identity.

'If it wasn't for the Kurdish fighters, we would have died up there'
Syrian Kurds provide Iraq's Peshmerga support against ISIS Archived 4 March 2016 at the Wayback Machine.
Middleeastmonitor.com (4 August 2014)

52

http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/regions/middle-east/140827/if-it-wasn-t-the-kurdish-fighters-we-would-have-died-there
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/news/middle-east/13236-syrian-kurds-provide-iraqs-peshmerga-support-against-isis
https://web.archive.org/web/20160304070940/https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/news/middle-east/13236-syrian-kurds-provide-iraqs-peshmerga-support-against-isis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wayback_Machine


Conclusion Danyar H. Mohamad

Conclusion
Genetically the Yezidis match closest to Kurds and other Iranic peoples, just like any other
Kurd.

The Yezidis do not match closer with Assyrians than to kurds which the separatist source
claims. The source has been taken apart and debunked. (p.3-5)

Additionally twenty pages of Yezidi genetics and DNA from multiple sources have been
provided for the reader which proves that Yezidis in fact match with and like Kurds. (p.6-26)

The Ezidki language has been debunked.
The alphabet used for the so-called Ezidki language was used for an extinct dialect of
Kurdish which was close to the Sorani dialect, if the alphabet and language even existed in
the first place as it has been pointed out that there is a possibility that they are forgeries.
(p.27-29)

The Armenian state’s attempt at separating Yezidis to the rest of the Kurds by using the so
called “Ezidki” language is explained and so is the opinion of the Yezidi victims (p.30)

Sources have also been put forward proving that the Yezidis speak Kurmanji, a dialect of the
Kurdish language so even if this extinct dialect ever existed, it was not used by the Yezidis.
(p.31-32)

Historically the prominent Yezidis have agreed that they are Kurds by ethnicity. Multiple
Mirs and other Yezidis with a high position including their Sheikhs have agreed to this
multiple times throughout history. They have also helped and fought with the rest of the
Kurds for Kurdish independence. (p.33-43)

The so-called Ezidxan flag has also been proven to be used for a Yezidi militia under the
command of the Peshmerga and not as a historical flag.
The militia's leader is also a supporter of Kurdish independence. (p.33)

The fairly young Yezidi nationalism movement has been examined and the common phrases
used by Yezidi nationalists and their supporters to justify the separation has been debunked

("My nation - the Yazidis.") ("My religion - Sharfadin.")

The birth and evolution of Yezidi nationalism has been explained. Additionally the reader can
read about the agenda of these separatists and why these so called supporters support Yezidis
splitting from Kurds (p.44)



The birth of Yezidi separatism through the Armenian state has also been examined.

The Armenian state has more or less forced the Kurds out of the land which the Armenian
government controls or has controlled during the Nagorno-Karabakh War. (p.45)

As much as 80% of the Kurds were displaced from Lachin, Kalbajar, Zangilan and Qubadli
and instead had to settle in IDP camps. (p.48)

Additionally the Arabization which the Ba’ath regime of Iraq launched on the Yezidis has
been briefly explained and so has the situation of the Yezidis in the Iraqi parliament today
(p.51)

(the only Yezidi in the Iraqi parliament is against separation)

The 2014 massacre is briefly explained and the chain of events which led a number of
Yezidis from Shingal to identify as Iraqi and not Kurd. (p.52)

The sources, arguments and myths presented by Yezidi nationalists and their
supporters have all been debunked and dismissed.
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