Congress of the United States
Washington, BC 20515

December 8, 2016

President Barack Obama
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We write to urge you to reject any requests to pre-emptively pardon Army Sergeant Bowe
Bergdahl. Asyou are aware, Sergeant Bergdahl left his outpost in Afghanistan without permission,
allegedly in an act of desertion. After a thorough investigation by the Army, General Robert
Abrams, Commanding General of U.S. Army Forces Command, determined that Sergeant
Bergdahl should face a general court-martial on charges of desertion and misbehavior before the
enemy.

Every indication is that the process afforded Sergeant Bergdahl has been fair and in accord
with the Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMIJ) and the Manual for Courts-Martial (MCM).
When Sergeant Bergdahl faces trial next year, he will be entitled to the full procedural rights
afforded members of our armed services, including a presumption of innocence, the right to
confront his accusers, the right to counsel, and the requirement that his guilt be proven beyond a
reasonable doubt. Under these circumstances, his guilt or innocence will be properly ascertained.

The military justice system serves similar objectives as our nations criminal law, namely
to discover the truth, acquit the innocent, and punish the guilty for their crimes. Given the sacrifice
of our soldiers involved in this incident and the steep price our country paid for his release, these
functions are vitally important to ensuring that justice is served. More importantly, however,
military justice also serves to maintain good order and discipline throughout the armed forces, a
vital interest to our national defense. To that end, pardoning Sergeant Bergdahl would undermine
a functioning military process and could have a lasting and deleterious effect on our force.

The men and women of our armed forces put their lives in harm’s way each and every day.
Pardoning Mr. Bergdahl would send entirely the wrong message to our nation’s service members.
For this reason and those cited above, we strongly urge you to reject any pardon request for
Sergeant Bergdahl and hope you will allow the court-martial process to play out.

Sincerely,

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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