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A painter’s salute
to holy scriptures

If vau gef one penny, buy
Jood ta mest your hnger

If you get another, o
connoisseur, buy flower...
(Al Hadith)

painting cxhibition titled
A;Iqra’ {Read): A painter's
alute to reading’ is currently
keing held at The Standard
Chartered Bank, Gulshan branch.
Iyra is a solo painting exhbibition

T

of Majib ‘Tareque, who alsp
donbles 1p as an executive of the
said bank. The current exhibition
presents 22 difterent forms of
calligraphy of the word ‘Iqra’ that
connotes ‘read’,

Majib comments “reading bools
have been my inspiration, specially
the religious scriptures.” Ie further

shares  his  orientation  and
imecpretation  of the religious
seripues bt be hes studied dll date.

l'
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“Heing 4 Muslim,
the i hrranvras the
first book I was
inroduced  to.
Gut of the many
things that my
teacher  taught
me, he cxplained
the meaning of
the word ‘igra
Later, 1 learned

Sarkrdt and [
found that in
many  Sanskrit

hooks writien on
art. and culinre,
they consicler ever
and desire as art.
The exhibition
September 16,
crratic since they
the officc timing
“after 1 understo
the Quran, it cea
boolk portraying f
virtne, or a hool
salat and suaw.”
Mafib paid his
Sundard Charted



(=

“Raad - a pm:‘.nrm"x salute to reading”

sthing related to life

will continue till
the timings a bit
arc in tandem with
s, Majik continucs
od the meaning of
sed to be merely a
zar of sin, preed of
c that only teaches

- gratmde to The
Bank for allowing

him 10 1xe the space for exhibiting
his art. He wrapped up the
conversation by saving that “today
the name of Islam is mostly weighed
down with a connotation with
terrorism, whereas the wuh is br
from what is portrayed in media. I
hope to change thiz perception with
my work Feading brings about a
change in perception and I lave tried
o align books arel arl oo the sawe
plane. A& few days back, there was a
report that said in Usa, 1the

production
product
unatfected by the global financial
crisis — books.”

and selling of one
remained  completely

Where:

Standard Chartered Banls, 67
Gulshan Averme

YWhen:

Sunday — Thusday (9:50am —
2:30 pw & dpw — 5:30pw) unil
September 16
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acrylic on paper, 37.5 cm X 41 cm, 2010
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acrylic on paper, 37.5 cm X 37.5 cm, 2010
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acrylic on paper, 37.5 cm X 37.5 cm, 2010
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acrylic on paper, 37.5 cm X 37.5 cm, 2010
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The mesmeric enigma of
calligraphy

Takir Hossain

Najib Tareque is a promising painter who
graduated from Institute of Fine Arts (now
Faculty of Fine Arts, University of Dhaka) in
1987. He has worked as an artist at different
Bangla newspapers. Tareque’s earlier works
highlighted nature, figures, portraits and
sketches. His portraits and figures are
semi-realistic and at times surrealistic or
impressionistic.

Tareque’s ongoing exhibition features calligra-
phy and focuses on Islamic spirituality. The
exhibition, titled “lgra—A Painter’s Salute to
Reading,” is being held at Impressions
Gallery, Standard Chartered Bank Head
Office, in Gulshan, Dhaka.

Calligraphic patterns enrich Tareque’s works,
most of which are rectangular and oval
shaped. Arabic calligraphy is the primary form
of Islamic art. For centuries, Arabic calligra-
phy has remained a symbol of unity and
beauty in an abstract form.
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Most of Tareque’s works feature vibrant
colours, and the backgrounds are moving.
The artist has focused on Arabic alphabets
and words.

All of Tareque’s works have been done in
acrylic. Composition is one of the most
important aspects, especially when using
diverse forms and shapes.

Tareque’s images look dynamic, enigmatic
and encapsulate a vast expanse of the sacred
and the meditative. His expressions are
understandable and signify the Quranic
explanations and their spiritual aspects.

Artworks at the exhibition demonstrate the
splendour of Arabic alphabets through vivid
colours and lyrical forms.

Tareque has incorporated many elements in
his art, which help to denote the vastness of
Islam and its uniqueness.

Exhibition is held at Impressions Gallery by Najib Tareque. The
exhibition will continue till 15th of September 2010.

The daily Star (Sunday, August 29, 2010) & islamicartsmaga-
zine.com/magazine, 2010
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acrylic on paper, 37.5 cm X 37.5 cm, 2010
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acrylic on paper, 37.5 cm X 37.5 cm, 2010
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acrylic on paper, 37.5 cm X 37.5 cm, 2010
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acrylic on paper, 37.5 cm X 41 cm, 2010
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acrylic on paper, 37.5 cm X 37.5 cm, 2010
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acrylic on paper, 37.5 cm X 37.5 cm, 2010
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acrylic on paper, 37.5 cm X 37.5 cm, 2010
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acrylic on paper, 37.5 cm X 41 cm, 2010
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acrylic on paper, 37.5 cm X 37.5 cm, 2010
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Reinforcing our belief in the
power of 'reading'

Mahrukh Mohiuddin

The exhibition of the IQRA series by Najib
Tareque could not have been taking place at
a time more appropriate than at the juncture
where our country is today - when truth is
silenced in every possible manner, and the
only way to survive with sanity is by "reading".
And | mean "reading", not in the way it is
ordinarily understood, but in the multiplicity of
its meaning. According to Dictionary.com, to
read means:

to look at carefully so as to understand
the meaning of (something written,
printed, etc.)

to utter aloud or render in speech
(something written, printed, etc.)

to have such knowledge of (a language)
as to be able to understand things
written in it

to apprehend the meaning of (signs,
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acrylic on paper, 37.5 cm X 37.5 cm, 2010
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acrylic on paper, 37.5 cm X 37.5 cm, 2010
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characters, etc.) otherwise than with the
eyes, as by means of the fingers

to apprehend or interpret the meaning of
(gestures, movements, signals, or the
like)

In the time we live, we are compelled to
"read" more than just the printed words
presented to us in the newspapers, hear
more than just the spoken words in the
television news and talk-shows. We have to
apprehend and interpret the meanings of
signs, gestures, and indications that are
beyond the surface meanings of what we are
exposed to in the form of sanctified
expressions.

Whether we believe in the words of the Quran
or not, there is no denying of the power and
influence of this book on mankind. When the
revelation of the Quran began with the word
Igra, it tells us that the act of "reciting" or
‘reading" has grave significance in guiding
mankind towards understanding the beauty,
harmony and singleness of the universe that
ultimately leads to the betterment of their lives
- personal and collective.

When | first laid my eyes one of the unique
pieces of the IQRA series hidden away at a
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gallery some five years back, | uttered the
word instantly, although | hadn't read Arabic
in decades, and felt the joy of decoding the
meaning of what | saw. In the variations that
Najib Tareque brings through his renditions of
IQRA - he sometimes hides the word
deliberately in swirls of colors - almost
provoking the viewer to decode more than
just the word - perhaps to provoke a certain
consciousness. That's what artists become
memorable for - because these sensibilities
and realizations transcend time, class, age,
and geographic boundaries. Najib Tareque,
through his homage to Igra, is reminding a
generation to recite, read, and read deeper.
There is so much for us to decode everyday in
everything we see around us, and start
waking up to truth and enlightenment.

Mahrukh Mohiuddin works at The University Press Limited (UPL)
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acrylic on paper, 37.5 cm X 37.5 cm, 2010
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acrylic on canvas, 76 cm X 101.5 cm, 2014
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acrylic on paper, 41 cm X 37.5 cm, 2014
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acrylic on paper, 25 cm X 37.5 cm, 2010
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acrylic on paper, 37.5 cm X 37.5 cm, 2010
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acrylic on canvas,137.5 cm X 81.5 cm, 2014
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serigraph on paper, 2011
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