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Bahrain’s Battle of the Empty
Bowels at the top of August events:
800+ individual protests in prisons

Al-Wefaqg National Islamic Society has issued its monthly
human rights report, which monitors the month of August 2023.
This month basically has witnessed the “Battle of the Empty
Bowels - We Have a Right” event held by hundreds of political
detainees in order to obtain the demands they repeatedly
submitted, but have been neglected. The most prominent of
these demands are: the right to receive treatment, extending
the daily sunbathing period, extending the duration of
telephone calls, allowing communication with a larger number
of relatives, and allowing direct family visits.

This widespread protest movement has been accompanied
with the deterioration in the health of detainees on hunger
strike, who have not been hospitalised by the prison
administration even though they fainted and had a sharp drop
in blood sugar levels.

In parallel, peaceful protests have taken place in various
Bahraini regions in solidarity with the detainees and their
demands.

The number of cases of arbitrary arrest has reached (7), the
most prominent of which has been the arrest of prominent
human rights figures: Ali Muhanna, Abdul Majeed Abdullah
Mohsen (aka Hajj Samoud), and Munir Mushaima (brother of



arbitrary execution victim Sami Mushaima). A citizen under
the age of 18, Muhammad Hassan Al-Qassab, has also been
arrested.

In addition to the cases of arbitrary detention, the two
citizens Abdullah Shawqi and Maitham Al-Mughni have been
arrested (then released on the same day, which required them
to be classified separately, because the detention classification
is legally applied only to those who have been detained for 24
hours).

Regarding the summonses, the number has reached (7)
cases against (5) citizens, as the activist Ali Muhanna has been
summoned (3) times, and Abdul Majeed Abdullah Mohsen (aka
Hajj Samoud). Sayyed Ali Sadig and Muhammad Fadel Ali have
also been summoned and then arrested.

In terms of arbitrary rulings, a new ruling has been
issued against the detainee Hussein Ali Muhanna, which is
imprisonment for one month or a 50 dinar bail to suspend the
execution, on the charge of “insulting a policeman.”

Al-Wefaq has also documented (131) cases of individual
violations in prisons, all of them in Jau Central Prison, most of
which have been cases of denial of treatment resulting from the
deteriorating health of detainees who went on a hunger strike.

As for mass violations, a large number of detainees have
fainted and had low blood sugar levels as a result of the hunger
strike, while the prison administration ignored their cases and
their demands to be transfered to the prison clinic or hospital.



Al-Wefag>s monthly report has documented (6) cases of
individual protests in the Dry Dock Prison, where (6) minor
prisoners of conscience have gone also on a hunger strike in
protest against the failure to implement the so called Corrective
Justice Law against them.

Regarding mass protests in prisons, their number in Jaw
Central Prison has reached (3) cases, which included the start
of the “We Have a Right” campaign and a hunger strike for more
than (460) detainees, and then a number of other detainees
joined the strike until their number have exceeded (804)
detainees.

The number of raids by the security forces in the areas has
reached (116) in (35) areas, the most prominent of which were
in: Jidhafs, Sanabis, and Daih.

The number of protests and peaceful events has reached
(82) in (34) areas, most notably in: Jidhafs, Sanabis, Al-Daih,
Karzakan, Damistan, and Bani-Jamra.

Al-Wefaq National Islamic Society
Sep 23,2023
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