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Rutte lll government sworn in

King Willem-Alexander has sworn
in the third government headed
by Prime Minister Mark Rutte.

The 'Rutte IlI' government consists of
four parties: the People's Party for Free-
dom and Democracy (VVD), the Christian
Democratic Alliance (CDA), Democrats
'66 (D66) and the Christian Union (CU). It
comprises six ministers from the VVD, four
from the CDA, four from D66 and two from
the CU. Three of the new government's
state secretaries are from the VVD, two

from the CDA, two from D66 and one from
the CU.

New ministerial posts

Several new ministerial posts have
been created:

e Minister for Legal Protection

e Minister for Primary and Secondary
Education and Media

e Minister for Medical Care

One new ministry and several
name changes
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A new ministry has been established:
the Ministry of Agriculture, Nature
and Food Quality. The former Ministry
of Security and Justice has switched its
name around, becoming the Ministry
of Justice and Security, and two other
ministries have also changed their
names:

® The Ministry of Infrastructure and
the Environment will become the Mi-
nistry of Infrastructure, the Environ-
ment and Water Management.

e The Ministry of Economic Affairs will
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become the Ministry of Economic Af-
fairs and Climate Policy.

Coalition agreement

The title of the government's coalition
agreement is 'Confidence in the Fu-
ture'. The new government's aim is 'to
make an already strong country even
better for everyone, including people
who feel that government is no longer
there for them. We will invest in op-
portunities for all and strengthen the
community.'
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Yao Zhongbin

Je taalvaardigheid
Chinees vergroten

Het lezen van een tweetalig roman is een
leuke en handige manier om je
taalvaardigheid te vergroten en bij te
houden. Met de Chinese tekst aan de ene
kant, kun je de vertaling op de andere
pagina op de voet volgen.

Ondergronds in Parijs

EEH T
CHINEES — NEDERLANDS
door Yao Zhongbin

De auteur Yao Zhongbin heeft een
gemakkelijke, directe schrijfstijl. Zijn
Chinees is alledaags. Het verhaal gaat
over een jonge Chinees die illegaal naar
zijn droomwereld in Europa vertrekt. In
plaats van in het gewenste paradijs komt
hij terecht in een meedogenloos Parijs.
Alleen de metrogangen bieden hem een
zekere geborgenheid. Hij wordt verliefd
op een onbereikbare vrouw. Als hij beseft
dat hij zijn droom niet waar kan maken,
gaat hij naar China terug. Er volgt een
verrassende ontknoping...

Deze uitgave is uiterst geschikt voor (ex-)
studenten  Chinees en ook voor
Chineestaligen die Nederlands leren.

Een uitgebreide woordenlijst en ook een

audioboek staan op de website van de
uitgever.
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CPC releases revised Party Constitution

107 revisions made based on nationwide suggestions

BEIJING, Oct. 29 (Xinhua) -- The Communist
Party of China (CPC) has released its revised
Constitution in which "Xi Jinping Thought on
Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New
Era" was enshrined.

The revised Party Constitution was approved at
the 19th CPC National Congress and released on
Saturday.

107 revisions were made in the updated Con-
stitution based on 2,165 suggestions collected
from various regions and departments. Xi,
general secretary of the CPC Central Commit-
tee, had chaired six meetings to deliberate on
the revisions to the Party Constitution since
June.

The Constitution juxtaposes Xi's thought with
Marxism-Leninism, Mao Zedong Thought, Deng
Xiaoping Theory, the Theory of the Three Repre-
sents and Scientific Outlook on Development.

"Xi's thought is the latest achievement and new
height of Marxism practice. Writing it into the
Constitution shows the authority of Xi's thought,
which demands the Party to obey and promote

the development of the theory," Cai Zhigiang, a
professor at the Party School of the CPC Central
Committee, told the Global Times on Sunday.

A wide range of new ideas, thinking and stra-
tegies put forward by the CPC Central Commit-
tee with Xi at the core have been added to the
Constitution, including giving play to the deci-
sive role of market forces in resource allocation,
advancing supply-side structural reform and en-
hancing the country's cultural soft power.

Congress delegates also agreed to write the
culture of socialism with Chinese characteristics
into the Party Constitution, along with its path,
theory and system.

In addition, the amendment includes an assess-
ment of the change in the "principal contradic-
tion" facing Chinese society.

The CPC says the central contradiction facing
Chinese society has evolved from "the ever-
growing material and cultural needs of the
people and backward social production” to "un-
balanced and inadequate development and the
people's ever-growing needs for a better life."

The new Constitution also affirmed that the
Party must firmly exercise self-supervision and
practice strict self-governance.

It called for enhancing the Party's political build-
ing as the overarching principle and to make
comprehensive efforts to ensure that the Party's
political work is stressed, ideology is strengthened,
organizations are consolidated, conduct is im-
proved, discipline is maintained, institutional
development is always emphasized, and the
fight against corruption keeps going.

Many new ideas placed into the Constitution
have been proved in the past five years and
show people's expectations for the future, Cai
said.

Updated ideology

The CPC Constitution was first unveiled at the
2nd CPC National Congress held in 1922. At the
7th CPC National Congress in 1945, Mao Zedong
Thought was established as the CPC's guiding
ideology.

The current version of the Constitution was en-
dorsed at the 12th CPC National Congress in

1982, which corrected "leftist" mistakes and set
economic construction for socialist moderniza-
tion as the focus of the Party's work.

The Party Constitution was subsequently
amended at every CPC national congress since
the 13th CPC National Congress in 1987.

In 1997, Deng Xiaoping Theory was established
as the CPC's guiding theory. In 2002, the Theory
of Three Represents was included as part of the
Party's guide for action and in 2007, the Scien-
tific Outlook on Development was added into
the Constitution.

"Revising the constitution is a specific part of the
CPC's good tradition in inheriting Marxism and
keeping pace with the times," Xin Xiangyang, a
research fellow on Marxism at the Institute of
Law of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences,
told the Global Times on Sunday.

The political consensus of the revised Consti-
tution could help maintain the stability of the
Party and strengthen unity, Xin noted.

China provides emergency food aid to Afghanistan before winter

KABUL, Oct. 29 (Xinhua) -- The Chinese em-
bassy in Afghanistan said Sunday that China
will provide Afghanistan with 4,242 tons of rice
which is emergency food aid to the militancy-hit
country.

Chinese Charge d'Affaires Zhang Zhixin toge-
ther with Afghan acting State Minister for Di-
saster Management and Humanitarian Affairs
Mohammad Aslam Sayas attended a handover
ceremony here on Sunday morning.

The Chinese side handed over the first batch of
502 tons of rice, the rest will arrive in Kabul be-
fore March 2018.

Zhang told reporters at the ceremony that as
winter draws near, some Afghans, particularly

in rural areas, are faced with difficulties and that
the latest food aid donated by China will help
the needy people to receive assistance before
winter.

As a friendly and close neighbor to Afghanistan,
China hopes to work with the Afghan govern-
ment in helping the Afghan people get through
the food crisis, he said.

Sayas told reporters that the first batch of the
donated food will be transported to five most
vulnerable provinces in the mountainous coun-
try.

He also expressed gratitude to China for its co-
operation with the government and the people
of Afghanistan.
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China to extend pilot corruption
supervision program nationwide

BEUING, Oct. 29 (Xinhua) -- China will ex-
tend its current corruption supervision pilot
program to cover the entire nation in the next
few months, in a bid to further "integrate re-
sources" in the fight against corruption.

By the end of this year or early 2018, superviso-
ry commissions will be set up by the People's
Congress at provincial, city and county-levels
across the country, to ensure that "all public
servants exercising public power" are subject
to supervision, according to a plan circulated
by the General Office of the Communist Party
of China (CPC) Central Committee.

The three levels of commissions are part of the
CPC's plan to establish a national supervisory
system that oversees all state organs and civil
servants in order to curb corruption and un-
derhand behavior.

In January, pilot programs were launched in
Beijing, and Shanxi and Zhejiang provinces.

According to the new plan, the decision to
launch the pilot supervisory reform across the
country on the basis of experiences in these
three areas is a major strategic move to imple-
ment the spirit of the just concluded 19th CPC
National Congress and promote strict Party
governance.

The move is key to improving the country's
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national supervisory system with Chinese cha-
racteristics, and reinforcing self-supervision of
the Party and the country, the plan said.

Beijing, Shanxi and Zhejiang shall continue to
deepen their pilot reform, while the remaining
28 provinces, municipalities and autonomous
regions will set up the three levels of commis-
sions, it said.

They should work to integrate anti-corruption
resources, clarify the commissions' responsi-
bilities, define their jurisdiction and means to
investigate crimes and punish corrupt officials,
and set up a coordination mechanism with
law enforcement and judicial authorities, the
plan said, adding that centralized and unified
leadership of the Party over the pilot program
should be strengthened.

China, Bangladesh sign
framework agreement on oil

pipeline project
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DHAKA, Oct. 29 (Xinhua) -- The Bangladeshi
government signed a framework agreement
with China on Sunday for construction of a
220-km pipeline to carry oil from tankers in the
Bay of Bengal to storage plants on the main-
land.

Bangladesh's Economic Relations Department
(ERD) Secretary Kazi Shofiqul Azam and Chi-
nese Ambassador to Bangladesh Ma Ming-
giang signed the framework agreement in the
capital of Dhaka.

The project is aimed to make a balance be-
tween the demand and supply of the country's
energy need and ensure energy security of the
country, they said, adding it will also reduce
the system loss during import of refined and
non-refined fuel.

The ERD said this is one of the 27 projects for
which memorandum of understandings were
signed between the two governments in Oc-
tober last year.

In December last year, Bangladesh reached an
agreement with the state-owned China Petro-

leum Pipeline Bureau (CPP) for engineering,
procurement, construction and commissioning
for installation of single point mooring with
220-km double pipelines.

Bangladeshi State Minister for Power and Ener-
gy, who witnessed the signing ceremony on
Sunday, said the new infrastructure will help
the country to expedite the entire process and
save about 1 billion taka (about 12.5 million
U.S. dollars) a year in reduced vessel fare and
operational loss.

According to project details, a diesel and crude
oil storage tank will be set up at Moheshkhali
Island on the Bay of Bengal in Bangladeshi
Cox's Bazar district. Officials said the project
cost stands at 54.26 billion taka (about 694 mil-
lion U.S. dollars).

The project is expected to have an annual un-
loading capacity of 9 million tonnes.

Under the project, BPC officials said the Chi-
nese firm will build 146-km offshore pipeline
and 74-km onshore pipeline to carry imported
oil from sea to a refinery in Chittagong district,
some 242 km southeast of Dhaka, for proces-
sing.

The project was launched as Bangladesh is not
capable of handling large vessels carrying im-
ported crude and finished oil, due to low navi-
gability of a key river channel and constrained
facilities at the main seaport in Chittagong.

According to the officials, large tankers anchor
at deep sea and smaller ships unload them,
taking lots of time and causing systematic
losses for the government.
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Two new airports open in China

CHANGCHUN/HARBIN, Oct. 29 (Xinhua) --
Two new airports opened on Sunday in north-
east China, injecting new momentum into the
economic growth of the old industrial region
which is undergoing restructuring.

One of the airports is in Songyuan, a city well-
known for a centuries-old tradition of ice-
fishing, in Jilin Province. New air routes linking
Songyuan with the cities of Beijing, Shanghai,
Qingdao and Sanya were launched the same
day, with more destinations to be added soon.

Covering an area of 190 hectares, the airport
is designed to handle 400,000 passengers an-
nually.

The airport, 27 kilometers from Chagan Lake
Nature Reserve, is expected to boost the lo-
cal tourism industry. Every winter, tens of
thousands of tourists come to the ice-covered
lake, one of the biggest freshwater lakes in the
country, to watch fishermen use traditional
ice-fishing techniques dating back nearly
2,000 years.

The Jiansanjiang Wetlands Airport in Heilong-

A Photo: Travelguysradio.com

jiang Province was also put into operation
Sunday. An Air China flight carrying 135 pas-
sengers landed at the airport around midday.

The airport currently has routes to Harbin, the
provincial capital and Beijing. It is expected to
handle 250,000 passengers annually.

"The opening of the airport not only improves
the local transportation infrastructure, but will
also be a driver for regional economic devel-
opment," said Tao Xijun, Party chief of the Ji-
ansanjiang branch of Heilongjiang Farms and
Land Reclamation Administration.

China supports Spanish unity
amid Catalan independence

declaration

BEUJING, Oct. 30 (Xinhua) -- China Monday
voiced support for the Spanish government's
effort to maintain national unity after the Cata-
lan parliament declared independence Friday.

Shortly after the Catalan parliament's an-
nouncement, Spanish Prime Minister Mariano
Rajoy sacked Catalan leader Carles Puigde-
mont and his government and announced
new elections would take place in the region
on Dec. 21.

The Spanish Senate approved the application
of Article 155 of the Spanish Constitution,
which suspends the autonomy of Catalonia
and hands control of key Catalan institutions
to Madrid.

"China's stance on this issue is consistent
and clear. China regards it as a domestic af-
fair of Spain and understands and supports
the Spanish government's effort to maintain
national unity, ethnic solidarity and territorial
integrity," Foreign Ministry spokesperson Hua
Chunying said when asked for comment at a

A Photo: The Hill Talk

regular news briefing held in Beijing.

"China opposes moves to split the country and
breach the rule of law and believes Spain is ca-
pable of protecting social order and citizens'
rights within the legal and institutional frame-
work," Hua said.

China has developed friendly cooperation
with Spain in various areas based on the prin-
ciples of respect for each other's sovereign and
territorial integrity and non-interference in do-
mestic affairs, the spokesperson said.

Majority of working Taiwanese
feel financially stressed: survey

TAIPEI, Oct. 30 (Xinhua) -- Most working Tai-
wanese feel huge financial and job pressure
due to low salaries amid rising inflation, a sur-
vey showed Monday.

About 86 percent of the 1,076 respondents
said they felt stressed at work and stressed
financially due to low pay and slow salary
growth, according to a survey targeting Tai-
wanese workers born in the 1960s, 1970s and
1980s by local human resource platform 1111
Job Bank.

Male employees tended to bear more stress

than their female counterparts, the survey
showed.

According to the survey, the average salary for
Taiwanese in the first quarter of this year fell to
a level similar to that registered 17 years ago,
after factoring in inflation, adding that 92 per-
cent of the respondents were dissatisfied with
their salary.

The respondents said they were burdened by
rising living expenses, housing loans, and rent,
according to the survey.



(,Izma thes
w7 m b

=]

e | WALKING IN CHINA

www.chinatimes.nl
2017118 2H 529550

Parents question suitability of TCM classes for
young students

BELJING, Oct. 29 (Xinhua) -- Primary school stu-
dents in East China's Zhejiang Province started
a new course on Traditional Chinese Medicine
(TCM) after it was introduced this fall, amid con-
troversy that it may not be suitable for 12-year-
old children and may not achieve its objective
due to insufficiently professional teachers.

Some 400 students of the TCM course in
Dongcheng Primary School affiliated to Hang-
zhou Normal University have been actively par-
ticipating in class activities for the past month,
Zhang Le, a TCM course teacher at the school,
told the Global Times.

"Some interactive activities, such as smelling
and tasting herbal medicine and tea, have also
attracted many students," Zhang said.

Zhejiang was the first province to add the
course, which contains basic TCM knowledge
about massage, acupuncture and healthy diet,
to its primary school curriculum this fall.

However, the course stirred heated debate
among the public before making it to schools.
Some netizens questioned the suitability of
teachers for the course, as most schools simply
assigned science teachers, while some were
skeptical about TCM itself.

Entering campus

The textbook used for the course, "Traditional
Chinese Medicine and Wellness (TCMW)," was
designed for grade 5 students taking one class
per week. The book contains stories from an-
cient China. Lesson one, for example, is "Shen-
nong (an ancient Chinese chief known as Yandi)
Discovering Curative Virtues of Plants," and tells
of the process of how Chinese from ancient
times discovered herbal medicine.

In his class, Zhang introduced common herbal
medicines, such as ginseng, goji berries, dates
and chrysanthemum, and even made chrysan-
themum tea for students to taste.

"I chose the things that most students would
come across in their daily lives, and made sure
the class was easy and clear for them to under-
stand, as the purpose of the course is to get chil-
dren interested in TCM," Zhang said.

On February 26, under a guideline on boosting
TCM's healthy development issued by the Zhe-
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jiang provincial government in October 2015,
local primary and middle schools were required
to add TCM to their curriculums.

Then in February 2016, the State Council re-
leased a national "Strategic Plan for the De-
velopment of Traditional Chinese Medicine
(2016-2030)," which stipulated that basic TCM
knowledge should enter campuses, communi-
ties, village and families by 2030.

Fang Jiangiao, president of Zhejiang Chinese
Medical University (ZCMU) and the editor of
TCMW, told the Qianjiang Evening News that

the course not only offered medical knowledge,
but also taught the culture and philosophy be-
hind it, which would help boost young people's
national confidence and sense of pride.
According to the Zhejiang education authority,
the course was taught by the schools' science
teachers, who were trained by ZCMU over the
summer.

Subject of controversy

Some parents voiced their concerns to local
media, expressing doubts that science teachers
could teach TCM only after attending a hasty
training course.

Zhang argued that "most science teachers with
knowledge of biology and botany can teach
basic TCM after training." He is an acupuncture
major graduate from ZCMU.

In addition, TCM's scientific qualities and value
system have been the subject of controversy
for a long time. Doubts over TCM have grown
among the public, triggered by recent scientific

research that linked aristolochic acid, a com-
pound found in many herbal medicines, with
liver cancer.

Fang said that the challenge TCM faces in China
is that TCM doctors vary in professional compe-
tence, but the great achievements made over
the past several thousand years cannot be dis-
puted.

Chu Zhaohui, a research fellow with the Natio-
nal Institute of Education Sciences, believed
that the TCM course should be selective.

"The arrangement of the curriculum should
meet children's overall growth needs, and they
have limited time to learn and absorb know-
ledge. Getting all students to learn about TCM is
unreasonable," Chu said.

Instead, primary schools should introduce more
selective courses, such as courses on labor skills
and social work, to cater to students' interests
while limiting the number of compulsory cour-
ses, Chu said.

Care for elderly facing shortages as

BELJING, Oct. 29 (Xinhua) -- Although China's
elderly care service industry has developed ra-
pidly, it still faces several problems including a
shortage of professional care workers and a lack
of engagement of social forces, said an expert.

Zheng Gongcheng, president of the China So-
cial Maintenance Society, which was approved
by the State Council and registered under the
Ministry of Civil Affairs, said at the Third China EI-
derly Care Service Industry Development Forum
held in Guiyang, Guizhou Province on Saturday,
that China has 240 million people aged 60 or
above and the elderly population will increase
by 10 million annually by 2035.

The population of people aged 60 or above in
China is expected to reach 400 million by 2035,
with the number of people aged 80 and above

increasing by 1 million annually, said Zheng.

By international standards, a country or region
is considered to be an "aging society" when the
number of people aged 60 or above makes up
10 percent of the population or more.

The Ministry of Civil Affairs released a report in
August saying that China had more than 230.8
million people aged 60 or above at the end of
2016, 16.7 percent of the total population.

According to Xinhua, the country had 140,000
nursing homes and more than 7.3 million beds
at the end of 2016, with a year-on-year increase
of 20.7 percent and 8.6 percent.

Under China's 13th Five-Year Plan (2016-20) pe-
riod, the country will provide better senior care
services by improving the social security system
and harnessing the market.

aging population continues to grow

A Photo: News.cn
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Chinese students in India are literally trapped due to India’s constricting

visa policy

BEUJING, Oct. 26 (Xinhua) -- Li yuan (pseu-
donym), a 30-something Chinese national,
walked out of the Foreigners Regional Regis-
tration Office (FRRO) in the Indian state of Ma-
harashtra, disappointed as usual. The reply she
once again received for her long-gestating visa
extension was still "pending.”’

Li relocated to India in March of this year to
start a Master's degree program there. Over the
months, in addition to her studies, she has had
to juggle adapting to the local culture, language
and environment while ensuring enough time
for daily communication with her family and
young children back in China. All of that she can
handle quite capably, but the one thing that
continues to keep knocking her down is the sta-
tus of her visa.

"It became much harder for Chinese to get a visa
extension in India right after the border standoff
in June," said Li, who wants to disguise her iden-
tity for safety concerns.

She first applied for the visa in April, however,
when she applied later in the year for another
extension, what she got instead was an indefi-
nite delay.

Visas for Chinese students in India have be-
come a hot topic in recent months following
the Doklam standoff in June. India removed its
trespassing troops from the Chinese territory of
Doklam in late August.

According to the former president of the Chi-
nese Student Union in India, surnamed Wu, Li's
situation is now quite common.

"Most Chinese students' visa applications have
been 'pending' since the border tension. Ob-
taining and renewing visas has always been
a challenge for Chinese students in India, but
things became much harder recently," said Wu,
adding that he believes India's Ministry of Home
Affairs is responsible for the delays.

There are over 100 Chinese students currently in
India, with a majority living in the cities of New
Delhi, Ahmedabad, Pune, Mumbai and Banga-
lore, according to Wu. Based on current proce-
dures, students from the Chinese mainland may
only apply for a three-month visa to India before
they leave China. Once there, they must renew
their visa if they want to continue their studies.

"They always tell me that all my documents are
in New Delhi, so they can do nothing about it
Li told the Global Times. "No one here takes re-
sponsibility, and no one cares."

Even local visa service agents and companies,
which charge high service fees, are not willing
to take Chinese clients as it is "too hard for a Chi-
nese to get visa," said Li.

Over and over again

Li and other Chinese students like her face the
single-most bureaucratically complex aspect of
expat life in India. Without a valid visa, they can
not continue renting apartments, they cannot
travel or even book a hotel - all things that "un-
documented foreigners" in India are prohibited
from doing.

Likewise, CoCo, a 20-something Chinese stu-
dent, arrived in India enthusiastic about immers-
ing herself in the culture and beginning school
there, but has gradually become disenchanted
by India's notorious red tape.

"It was really a distressing process and | was sur-
prised by their irresponsibility and inefficiency,"

A Foreign nationals submit their documents at the Foreigners Regional Registration Office in India.
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said CoCo, who applied for an extended stay
months before starting her Master's program,
following a four-month language course.

"l was really in a rush to get my visa renewed, so
that | could continue enrolling in other courses
at my school, but they always told me to come
back in 10 days, then another 10 days after that,
over and over again," she said.

According to CoCo, in China it only takes two
or three days to get an Indian visa, presenting
a sharp contrast to how administrative work is
handled in India.

Trapped in India

In order to continue her Master's program, Coco
had to fly back to China to apply for a new visa.
However, getting her exit permit was yet anoth-
er headache.

CoCo often had to go to the local FRRO in per-
son to push them about her application, other-
wise the staff members there simply would not
even look at it. The FRRO officers also provided
inconsistent and often incorrect advice, each
contradicting the other, which further delayed
the process.

Coco claimed that Chinese students must bribe
FRRO personnel with cash if they want their
application to be dealt with quickly. Her expe-
rience was echoed by many other Chinese stu-
dents contacted by the Global Times.

"l waited all summer vacation, but only received
my exit permit right after my course began. It
influenced my studies badly," CoCo said. She
added that on the day she went to the office to
pick up her papers, she was forced to wait there
for eight hours.

"l came to India to study, not skip classes every
single day to apply for a visa," she said.

Indeed, returning home has become a luxury for
Chinese students in India, including Bai Haoyue
(pseudonym), who is studying on a one-year
program in India. With a valid visa, Bai was able
to fly to China for a family reunion in April and
return to India.

However, in August a family emergency came
up and she rushed to the local airport, where
she was physically forbidden from departing by
Indian immigration officials.

"The airport staff said | could not leave India
because | didn't have a registration document
from the police. But days later, FRRO told me
that | didn't need such a document to leave," Bai
said.

"It worries me that we cannot go back home
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“Visa issues have
always been a

problem deterring the
development of bilateral
relations between China
and India, not just

a direct result of the
recent border standoff.”

Lin Minwang
a professor at Institute of International
Studies, Fudan University

even if there is an emergency. | feel we have
lost our freedom," Li said. She has heard sev-
eral similar examples where Chinese students'
family members were sick or hospitalized but
they were not allowed to return to help.

Blame it on Doklam

For most Chinese students coming from the
Chinese mainland, a new visa is now required
each and every time they wish to return to India.

"The FRRO staff in Mumbai know me well, so you
can tell how many times | have been there," said
Xu Yan (pseudonym), a college student who is
afraid of revealing her real name for safety rea-
sons.

Xu added that she feels like she is "being moni-
tored" in India, as she must report to the local
authority each time she returns.

As for a return visa, some cities have also
changed the way they issue the document. For
example, prior to the border standoff, a return
visa could be issued locally in Pune, but now all
documents must be sent to New Delhi for ap-
proval, according to Li.

"I think it reflects that the Modi government is
reviewing Sino-India relations after the Doklam
standoff, which has inevitably influenced diplo-
matic services, such as passports and visa ser-
vices," said Song Dexing, director of Center for
Strategic and International Studies in Nanjing
Institution of International Relations.

According to Song, India's multi-party political

A Photo: IC

system has turned Sino-Indian relations into a
cross-party agenda, which "puts further con-
straints on the Modi government's diplomacy."

Song predicts that New Delhi will further put
constrains on cultural, education and economic
exchanges in order to display their "tough atti-
tude" as a powerful state.

His analysis echoes Wu's observations, who
found that Chinese businessmen in India are
also facing visa complications. Many of his
friends there have had their business visas re-
jected recently or have been instructed to at-
tend a face-to-face interview during the appli-
cation process, which rarely happened before
the border standoff.

"I have asked my Indian friends working in
China if they felt any tension here following
the Doklam standoff, but none had. In contrast,
those Chinese in India can really feel its negative
influence," said Wu.

Eroding enthusiasm

"Visa issues have always been a problem deter-
ring the development of bilateral relations be-
tween China and India, not just a direct result of
the recent border standoff," said Lin Minwang,
a professor at Institute of International Studies,
Fudan University.

Lin explained that India's Ministry of Home Af-
fairs is, comparatively speaking, considered "not
that friendly" toward Chinese applicants.

Lin believes that the India-China border stand-
off will be "a turning point" for the relationship
between the two countries, but said it is hard to
say which direction it will go.

As to the recent appointment of a new Indian
ambassador to China, Gautam H. Bambawale,
Lin said this does not guarantee softer diplo-
macy.

According to those Chinese students in India
contacted by the Global Times, their enthusiasm
for India is quickly eroding.

Many said that they will simply quit their study
plansin India if their visa extensions are rejected
again, even if they already paid their full tuition
fee.

The Global Times contacted India's Ministry of
Home Affairs, the Foreigners Regional Regis-
tration Office in New Delhi, the India Visa Sup-
port Center and the Indian Embassy in Beijing
repeatedly for comment, but did not receive a
single response.
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Smart cities are boring. Give us responsive cities.

Written by Colin O'Donnell from TECHCRUNCH

As an urban technologist, I'm often
asked to give an example of a compel-
ling smart city application that real peo-
ple are using. But to be honest, there re-
ally isn’t too much to point to - yet. Cities
may be getting smarter, but they haven't
noticeably changed from a user perspec-
tive.

It seems like most of the digital advances in ci-
ties have been invisible and focused on city ope-
rations, rather than on the parts of the city that
people can see, touch, and use. Sure, it's impor-
tant that city managers can better identify water
leaks, or more accurately predict the likelihood
of a building failing an inspection, but there isn't
a direct, personal, benefit to city dwellers. So it's
understandable that some people feel like there
hasn't been much progress.

The reason that we, as city dwellers, haven't
been wowed by transformative Smart City ap-
plications is that Smart Cities are boring. It's the
same reason people’s faces don't light up at the
thought of a data warehouse (ok, settle down,
nerds). Smart Cities are just a means to an end; a
step along the road to truly digital cities.

In order to evolve into a city that fully realizes
the potential of the internet, delivering real,
tangible benefits to its inhabitants, cities will go
through three phases: 1) They first need to col-
lect data about their environment, 2) They need
to process that data, and finally, 3) They need to
take corresponding real-time action. My short-
hand is: See, Think, Do.

See - The Instrumented City

For the last couple decades, we've been living
in an Instrumented City. Sensors upon sensors
upon sensors — everything’s got a sensor, from
the front door to your office to the bikeshare
dock, to the traffic light on the corner. Every-
thing is being quantified, and this is the founda-
tion of any future city developments. In order to
change something, you need to first be able to
measure it.

Think - The Smart City

So what do we do with this data? This is where
companies like IBM, GE, and AT&T have been
focusing their efforts over the past few years.
In the Smart City, insights are derived from the
data generated in the Instrumented City. This is

done using data platforms, algorithms, and data
science, and allows us to not only understand
what we measured, but also why it matters.

We can start building correlations and causa-
tions, creating models to predict and test hu-
man behavior, and gaining insights into why
things happened and how change might be af-
fected. Al will start to play a larger role in analy-
zing massive amount of data and developing
understanding of what's happening in the city.
But it’s all fairly “back-office” at this point. Think
of it as the internet before everyone had email,
or web 1.0 sites. Yeah, it's important and it's
changing how the world works, but why should
| care? What can | do?

Do - The Responsive City

Now, this is where things get interesting, when
things start to actually happen, and where peo-
ple will notice and feel the difference. It's the
stage with the most opportunity for develop-
ment and new products. The Responsive City is
one that, as the name suggests, responds to the
needs, wants, and desires of its citizens; whether
they're workers, residents, or visitors. All this is
done in real time, and it's active and rich with
applications.

Building upon the data generated in the Instru-
mented City and the insights developed in the
Smart City, The Responsive City is like an app
layer on top of hardware, data, and base ser-
vices.

In cities, these apps will be focused on manipu-
lating infrastructure or influencing behavior to
dynamically optimize the city for any number of
outcomes; safety, convenience, efficiency - but
also discovery, joy, community. All of this helps
support what makes cities great in the first place
- engaged citizens of diverse backgrounds shar-
ing a common space in time.

This all relies on digital, controllable, infrastruc-
ture, and that's coming quickly. Uber and Lyft
are examples of connected cars that preposition
themselves based on anticipated transportation
needs.

Digital screens and dynamic street furniture
are early examples of responsive infrastructure
as well - with the potential to act like an Aug-
mented Reality layer for the city, these products
superimpose real-time information over the
streetscape to inform or influence the popula-
tion, and to help them in any number of ways;
citizens can better move through the city, ex-

plore all that the city has to offer, and be alerted
to emergencies in real time, to take just a few
examples.

Cities are ready for this transformation. With
digital infrastructure, automation, and machine
learning comes the ability to predictively re-
spond to demands and optimize outcomes for
millions of people at once.

“Cities are ready for this transfor-
mation. With digital infrastruc-
ture, automation, and machine
learning comes the ability to
predictively respond to demands
and optimize outcomes for mil-
lions of people at once."

Today, we have a massive opportunity for city
managers, social activists, and entrepreneurs
to create new economic opportunities, reshape
behaviors, and repurpose our resources to truly
redefine the modern city. The infrastructure
needed for this revolution is beginning to fall
into place, but how do cities ultimately arrive at
this final stage of responsiveness?

To pave the way for effective responsive cities,
cities need to:

Partner on Resources, Access, and Outcomes

We need to toss out our preconceived notions
of what's possible in cities and start with the de-
sired outcomes. City managers need to identify
untapped resources or infrastructure in need of
reinvention and then make it easy to partner
and collaborate with the private sector. Public-
private partnerships ought to be aligned on
mutually beneficial outcomes, like universal ac-
cess to resources for people of all abilities, and
not fixate on a particular solution, or prescribed
procurements.

Understand Groups of People and Influencing
Their Behaviors

A responsive city is reflective of the humans in
it. The internet has shown us a glimpse of what'’s
possible with personalization — recommending
videos or products or friends to you. A single
person. But city experiences are inherently one-
to-many. 50 people look up at a sign, and they

experience it together, with 50 different back-
grounds and maybe as many individual objec-
tives. This opens up an interesting field of study:
understanding groups of people and how they
respond to real-time changes in their environ-
ment.

Whether it's something like dynamic road clo-
sures for on-demand pedestrian plazas, or di-
recting people with different mobility needs to
the fastest route for an event, or helping them
discover a new business that just opened; ba-
lancing people’s needs with the city’s -in real
time- will be an exciting new area for explora-
tion, blending Urban Planning with User Expe-
rience Design and Behavioral Science.

Make it Real-Time

Becoming a responsive city isn't a static objec-
tive, it's a constantly moving target. We need to
think past fixed, single-purpose infrastructure
and focus on dynamic, real-time digital infra-
structure that can change as people and cities
change. The focus should be not only staying
relevant over years as cities change on the ma-
cro scale, but staying relevant from moment to
moment, from the morning commute to lunch.

The internet has changed everything we do -
how we live, work, and play, all through access
to information, and communication with each
other. But it hasn't always lived up to its transfor-
mative potential. We've seen it create isolation
and siloed groups that breed intolerance.

And cities can be stale and inflexible — designed
by people who died long before today’s inhabi-
tants were even born, and where change is mea-
sured in decade planning exercises. Cities are
rarely representative of the actual people using,
working, and living in them.

But now, as the internet makes its way into cit-
ies, we have an opportunity to make the inter-
net more human, and cities more dynamic.

We can build true community experiences
where people of different cultures and back-
grounds and abilities share digital interactions
with one another as well as their city. We have
the ability to shape our environment and share
information in real time to better connect peo-
ple with each other, and with resources. We have
an opportunity to build an inclusive digital ur-
ban experience, and that starts with a respon-
sive city.
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