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R

O
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A
N
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IC

IS
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L
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M

B
A

R
O

Q
U

E
M

O
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E
R

N
IS

M

L
E

S
 C

O
N

T
E

S

D
’H

O
F

F
M

A
N

N

RIGOLETTO

LA TRAVIATA

NABUCCOO
P

E
R

A

R
E

N
A

IS
S

A
N

C
E

G
O

T
H

IC

Russ i an  per i od
1907-1919

D. 
SCARLATTI
1685-1757

Galant style

PACHELBEL
1653-1706

Canon

GLUCH
1714-1787
Classic opera

HINDEMITH
1895-1957
Neoclassicism

RAMEAU
1683-1764
French opera

PÉROTIN
1160-1230
Ars antiqua

LÉONIN
1135-1201
Ars antiqua

MACHAUT
1300-1377

Ars nova

BIZET
1838-1875

Opera

MESSIAEN
1908-1992

Organist

BRITTEN
1913-1976

Conservative

PURCELL
1659-1695
Songwriter

GERSHWIN
1898-1937

Jazz, opera

COPLAND
1900-1990

National

STRAVINSKY
1882-1971

Primitivism, ballets

GLINKA
1804-1857

Folklore

BOCCHERINI
1743-1805

Courtly galant

PAGANINI
1782-1840

Virtuoso

TELEMANN
1681-1767

Calm

COUPERIN
1668-1733
Style galant

LULLY
1632-1687

Court composer

IVES
1874-1954

American Five

C O N S E R V A T I V E S

CORELLI
1653-1713
Concerto

BUXTEHUDE
1637-1707

Organ

POULENC
1899-1963

Neoromantic

JOPLIN
1868-1917

Ragtime

GOUNOD
1818-1893

Light

I M P R E S S I O N I S M

PENDERECKI
1933-2020

Sonorism

B e l  c a n t o

PÄRT
1935-
Holy 

minimalism

S e m i - o p e r a

BYRD
1543-1623

Sacred polyphony

GERMANICITALIANFRANCO

IBERIANSLAVIC

BRITANIC

NORDIC

TALLIS
1505-1585
Renaissance

DOWLAND
1563-1626

Melancholic

GIBBONS
1583-1625

Counterpoint

 1 3 0 0  C E

 1 4 0 0  C E

 1 5 0 0  C E

 1 6 0 0  C E

 1 7 5 0  C E

 1 7 0 0  C E

 1 6 5 0  C E

 1 8 0 0  C E

 1 8 5 0  C E

 1 9 0 0  C E

 1 9 2 5  C E

 1 4 5 0  C E

 1 5 5 0  C E

P r o g r a m m e

M u s i c

HANDEL
1685-1759
Suites, oratorio

VILLA-LOBOS
1887-1959

Neoclassicism

Luther
95 Theses

Edict of Worms

Charles V
Holy Roman 

Emperor

P R O T E S T A N T

R E F O R M A T I O N

Elizabeth I
Queen of 

England

B L A C K  D E A T H

P o l y p h o n y

ZIMMER
1957-

Film electronic

WEILL
1900-1950

Stage-composer

Diaghilev
Ballet Russes
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MORRICONE
1928-2020

Western

GOLDSMITH
1929-2004

Film

RODRIGO
1901-1999

Guitar

N AT I O N A L I T I E S

N or th  A mer i can E ng l i sh
I r i sh

Scot t i sh
A us tr a l i an

Germ an
A us tr i an

D utch
S wi ss

French
F lem ish
Be l g ian

I ta l i an

Spani sh
P or tuguese

S outh  A mer i can

Dan ish
Nor wegi an

Sw edi sh
F i nni s h

Russ i an  and  Sov je t
U kr ani an

Progressive
figure

ARTIST
Description

This chart depicts the leading artists and
major progressive figures in the history
of western music, constrained to the time
period ranging from the Middle Ages
unto Modernism

WESTERN

N O T R E  D A M E  S C H O O L

S E C O N D

V I E N N E S E

S C H O O L

DES PREZ
1450-1521

Vocal polyphony

LANDINI
1325-1397

Trecento style

DE VITRY
1291-1361

Ars nova

OCKEGHEM
1410-1497
Vocal music

GOMBERT
1495-1560
Polyphony

TAVERNER
1490-1545

Organist

ARCADELT
1507-1568

Secular vocal

SCHÜTZ
1585-1672

Organist

DE WERT
1535-1596
Madrigals

F R A N C O - F L E M I S H  S C H O O L

DE RORE
1515-1565
Madrigals

WILLAERT
1490-1562

Polyphonic style

CARISSIMI
1605-1674
Oratorios

R O M A N

S C H O O L

C. P. E. BACH
1714-1788

J. C. BACH
1735-1782

MILHAUD
1892-1974
Neoclassical

HOLST
1874-1934

Folklore

V. WILLIAMS
1872-1958

Folklore

E
N

IG
M

A

V
A

R
IA

T
IO

N
S ELGAR

1857-1934
Patriotic

M
Á

 V
L

A
S

T

O
P

E
R

A SMETANA
1824-1884

National

ALBÉNIZ
1860-1909

National

FALLA
1876-1946
Folklorist

BALAKIREV
1837-1910

Leader

BORODIN
1833-1887

Chemist

CUI
1835-1918
Music critic

GLAZUNOV
1865-1936

Old-fashioned

SCRIABIN
1872-1915

Abstract

Esterházy
Employer

Van
Swieten

Patron

F I R S T

V I E N N E S E

S C H O O L

Ludwig II
Patron

LEONCAVALLO
1857-1919

Verismo

RUSSOLO
1885-1947
Futurism

ROTA
1911-1979

Film

BOULEZ
1925-2016

Total serialism

XENAKIS
1922-2001

Architect

 D A R M S T A D T

S C H O O L

SCHAEFFER
1908-1992
Sonorism

STEINER
1888-1971
Film father

NEWMAN
1900-1970

Film, musical

HORNER
1953-
Film

REICH
1936-

Phase / pulse

HERRMANN
1911-1975

Film, Hitchcock

KORNGOLD
1897-1957
Hollywood

SAUSA
1854-1932

Marches

SCHNITTKE
1934-1998
Polystylistic

LUTOSLAWSKI
1913-1994
Avant-garde

HONEGGER
1892-1955
Neoclassical

L E S  S I X

WALTON
1902-1983

SALERI
1750-1825

Teacher

HUMPERDINCK
1854-1921

MASSENET
1842-1912

Belle Époque

OFFENBACH
1819-1880
Operettas

DELIBES
1836-1891

Ballet, opera

AIDA

OTHELLO

FALSTAFF

VERDI
1813-1901
National opera

F
ID

E
L

IO

ORFEO ED 
EURIDICE

ALCESTEO
P

E
R

A

P
A

G
L

IA
C

C
I

O
P

E
R

A

WEBER
1786-1826

Woodwind

DER F REISHÜTZ

EURYANTHE

C
A

R
M

E
N

O
P

E
R

A

SYMPHONIES

MASSES

BRUCKNER
1824-1896

Radical

SO NG CYCLES

CHAMBER MUSIC

SYMPHO NI ES

SCHUBERT
1797-1828
Biedermeier

BACH
1685-1750

Church music

DIDO AND
AENEAS

O
P

E
R

A

PICCINNI
1728-1800

Opera

M
IS

E
R

E
R

E

ALLEGRI
1582-1652

Priest

N E A P O L I T A N

S C H O O L

PINES OF ROME

FOUNTAINS OF
ROME

RESPIGHI
1879-1936
Neoclassical

RUSLAN AND
LYUDMIL A

O
P

E
R

A

SCHEHERAZADE

CAPRICCIO ESPAGNOL

OPERA

SYMPHONIES

1812
O VERTURE

RIMSKY-
KORSAKOV
1844-1908
Folk, oriental

SYMPHONIES

CONCERTOS

CHAMBER

NIELSEN
1865-1931

NØRGÅRD
1932-

HOLMBOE
1909-1996

STENHAMMER
1871-1927

PETER
GRIMES

WAR REQ UI EM

O RCHESTRAL
MUSIC O

P
E

R
A

RHAPSODY
IN BLUE

O
P

E
R

A

APPALACHIAN
SPRING

RODEO

M
IN

IM
A

L
IS

M

THE
PL ANETS

PONCHIELLI
1834-1886

CACCINI
1551-1618

Monody

C
O

U
N

T
E

R

R
E

F
O

R
M

A
T

I
O

N

TCHAI-
KOVSKY

1840-1883
Light romantic

SWAN LAKE

SLEEPING BEATY

THE NUTCRACKERB
A

L
L

E
T

BRANDENBURG CONCERTOS

DIE MATTHÄUS-PASSIO N

KEYBOARD  |  CANTATA 

WAGNER
1813-1883

Heroic opera, leitmotiv

DER RING DES NIBELUNGEN

TRISTAN UND ISOLDE

PARSIFAL  |  TANNHAÛSERO
P

E
R

A

BEETHOVEN
1770-1827

Pre-romantic

9  S Y M P H O N I E S

CONCERTO S |  Q UARTETS

PIANO  SONATAS O
P

E
R

A

MOZART
1756-1791

Prodigious

LE NOZZE DI  F IG.

DIE ZAUBERFLÖTE

DON GIOVANNIO
P

E
R

A

N E W

G E R M A N

S C H O O L

PEL LÉAS ET
MÉLISANDE

PR É LU DE  À  L’ A PRÈ S
- MI D I  D’ U N FA UNE

LA  MER

PIANO  WORKS

DEBUSSY
1862-1918
Non-traditional

O
P

E
R

A

STRAUSS II
1825-1899

Waltz

P R O G R E S S I V E S

O
P

E
R

A

T H E  F I V E

PICTURES AT AN
EXHIBITION

O
P

E
R

A

MUSSORG-
SKY

1839-1881
Novel

BORIS GODUNO V

KHACHATURIAN
1903-1978

Neoromantic G
A

Y
A

N
E

S
P

A
R

T
A

-
C

U
S

O
P

E
R

A

O r i e n t a l i s m    S y m p h o n i c  p o e m s

CHOPIN
1810-1849

Romantic piano

P I A N O  W O R K S

MAZURKAS
PO LONAISES

TÁRREGA
1852-1909

Guitar

MASCAGNI
1863-1945

Verismo C
A

V
A

L
-

L
E

R
IA

R
U

S
T

IC
A

N
A

O
P

E
R

A

IB
E

R
IA

O
P

E
R

A

PUCCINI
1858-1924

Opera verismo

TO SCA

LA BOHÈME

TURANDOTO
P

E
R

A

MADAM E
BUTTERFLY

 SAMSO N ET
 DELI LA

DANSE MACABRE SAINT-SAENS
1835-1921
Progressive

O
P

E
R

A

S
O

M
B

R
E

R
O

D
E

 T
R

E
S

P
IC

O
S

B
A

L
L

E
T

L
A

G
IO

C
O

N
D

A

O
P

E
R

A

Boito
Librettist

Da Ponte
Librettist

JANÁCEK
1854-1928

Folklore

PIANO  PIECES

LIEDER

CHAMBER MUSIC

SCHUMANN
1810-1856

Mad romantic

E
C

H
O

E
S

O
F

 O
S

S
IA

N GADE
1817-1890

Folklore

BERG
1885-1935

Serialism

WOZZECK

LUL U

O
P

E
R

A

Brecht
Playwright

L
E

S
T

R
O

Y
E

N
S

BERLIOZ
1803-1869
Pathos, eccentric

SYMPHONIE
FANTASTIQUE

O
P

E
R

A

C.Schumann
Pianst

EASTERN

C zech
P ol i s h

Hungar i an
Bal t i c

LISZT
1813-1886

Progressive

VARÈSE
1883-1965
Avant-garde

O
R

C
H

E
S

-
T

R
A

L
P

IE
C

E
S WEBERN

1883-1945
Serialism

MATHIS DER
MALER

O
P

E
R

A

ATMOSPHÈRES

L UX AETERNA

LIGETI
1923-2006

Micropolyphony

ORFF
1895-1982

MÁRQUEZ
1950-

Mexican folk

B
A

C
H

IA
N

A
S

B
R

A
S

IL
E

I-
R

A
S

C
O

N
C

IE
R

T
O

D
E

A
R

E
N

J
U

E
Z

RAMÍREZ
1921-2010

Argentine folkM
IS

A
C

R
IO

L
L

ABERIO
1925-2003
Electronic

GRAINGER
1882-1961

DE
LI

US
18

62
-1

93
4

AL CINA

GIULIO  
CESARE

MESSIAH

WATER MUSIC

ORATO RIO O
P

E
R

A
S

E
R

IA

MUSIC
F OR 18

MUSICIANS

YOUNG
1935-

Drone minimal.

CAGE
1912-1992
Avant garde

BARBER
1910-1981
Neoromantic

STAR WARS

JURASSIC PARK

SCHINDLER’S L IST

WILLIAMS
1932-

Film blockbuster

F
IL

M

Spielberg
Director

BERNSTEIN
1918-1990
Boston School

Leone
Director
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OV ERTURES

SYMPHO NI ES

CONCERTOS

MENDELS-
SOHN

1809-1847
Conservative

PIANO WO RKS /
TRANSCRIPTIONS

S Y M P H O N I E S

CHAMBER MUSIC

EIN DEUTSCHES
REQUIEM

BRAHMS
1833-1897
Late romantic

S Y M P H O N I E S

LIED V ON DER ERDE

KINDERTOTENL IEDER

MAHLER
1860-1911

Yearning

D
IE

 F
L

E
D

E
R

-
M

A
U

S

W
A

LT
Z

E
S

VERKLÄRTE NAHCT

GURRE-L IEDER

QUARTETS | CONCERTOS

SCHOEN-
BERG

1874-1951
Serialism

R. STRAUSS
1864-1949

Opera, tone poems

SAL OME

ELEKTRA

DER R OSENKAV.O
P

E
R

A
FINLANDIA

SYMPHONIES

SIBELIUS
1865-1957

National

BARTÓK
1881-1945
Primitivism

CONCERTOS

MIRACULOUS
MANDARIN

L’OISEAU DE FEU

PETRUSHKA

LE SACRE DU PRINTEMPSB
A

L
L

E
T

S Y M P H O N I E S

CONCERTOS

STRING QUARTETS

SHOSTA-
KOVICH

1906-1975
Political

ROMEO AND
JULIET

O
P

E
R

A

PROKOFIEV
1891-1953
Quirky, satire

WAR AND PEACE

PIANO WORKS

ISLE OF
THE DEAD

RACHMA-
NINOV

1873-1943
Late romantic

Rubinstein
Teacher

DAPHNIS ET CHLOÈ

BO LÉRO

LA VALSE

RAVEL
1875-1937

Folk,
neoclassicism

SATIE
1866-1925
Avant garde

DUKAS
1865-1835

PAVANE

SICILIENNE

FAURÉ
1845-1924

Light

P
S

Y
C

H
O

V
E

R
T

IG
O

F
IL

M

ELFMAN
1953-
Film

SHORE
1946-
Film

GLASS
1937-

Minimalism

EINSTEIN
OM THE
BEACH

ADAMS
1947-

Postminimalism

OPERA

K
IN

G
 K

O
N

G

G
O

N
E

 W
IT

H
T

H
E

 W
IN

D

F
IL

M
A

D
V

E
N

T
U

R
E

S
O

F
 R

O
B

IN
H

O
O

D

F
IL

M

THE CREATION

SYMPHO NI ES

QUARTETS

HAYDN
1732-1809

Symphonies

R o m a n t i s c h e r  O p e r

A.
SCARLATTI
1660-1725

Opera

L. VINCI
1690-1730

Opera

HASSE
1699-1783

Opera

CLEMENTI
1752-1832
Legato style

Metastasio
Librettist

(opera seria)

SULLIVAN
1842-1900

Gilbert
Librettist

S A V O Y  O P E R A

O
P

E
R

A
L

E
S

 I
N

D
E

S

G
A

L
A

N
T

E
S LE QUATTRO

STAGIONI

SOLO CONCERTOS

VIVALDI
1678-1741

Concerti

IL  BARBIERE 
DI  SIVI GL IA

WILL IAM TEL L

ROSSINI
1792-1868

Grand opera
bel canto

O
P

E
R

A

G E R M A N

O P E R A

GLADI ATOR

NOLAN F IL MSF
IL

M

JARRE
1924-2009

Sonorism

Lean
Director

Hitchcock
Director

B
A

T
M

A
N

S
IM

P
S

O
N

S

F
IL

M Burton
Director

Nolan
Director

Boulanger
Teacher

H O L L Y W O O D  G O L D E N  A G E

T
H

E
G

O
D

F
A

T
H

E
R

C
H

A
M

B
E

R
M

U
S

IC

M
E

T
A

S
T

A
-

S
E

IS

T
U

R
A

N
-

G
A

L
ÎL

A
-

S
Y

M
P

H
O

N
IE

KLAV IERSTÜCKE

KO NTRA-PUNKTE

STOCKHAUSEN
1928-2007

Electronic

F
IL

M
S

P
A

G
H

E
T

T
I

W
E

S
T

E
R

N
S

F
IL

M

L
A

W
R

E
N

C
E

O
F

 A
R

A
B

IA

F
IL

M

F I L M  /  C I N E M A

B
L

O
C

K
B

U
S

T
E

R
S

S T I L E  A N T I C O

A R S  A N T I Q U A

A R S  N O V A

O P E R A  B U F F A

F ÜR ALINA

SPIEGEL
IM SPIEGELT

i
n

t
in

n
a

b
u

li

THRENODY TO

THE VICTIMS

OF HIROSHIMA

T
H

E
 T

H
R

E
E

-
P

E
N

N
Y

O
P

E
R

A

P
L

A
Y

ZIMMERMANN
1918-1970

Neoclassicism
DIE SOL DATEN

O
P

E
R

A LUTOSLAWSKI
1913-1994

Polish

P
E

E
R

G
Y

N
T GRIEG

1843-1907
National

N
E

W
 W

O
R

L
D

S
Y

M
P

H
O

N
Y DVOŘÁK

1841-1904
National

Louis XIV
Patron of
The Arts

Joseph II
Enlightenment

monarch

S
in

g
s

p
i

e
l

O p e r a  s e r i a

G. GABRIELI
1554-1612
Early baroque

A. GABRIELI
1532-1585
Student of
Willaert

V E N E T I A N

S C H O O L

ORFEO

L’ INCORONAZI ONE
DI  POPPEA

MONTE-
VERDI

1567-1643
Opera, madrigal

O
P

E
R

A

NUPER

ROSARUM

FLORES

DU FAY
1397-1474
Burgundian

School

PENITANTIAL

PSALMS

LASSUS
1532-1594

Vocal polyphony

MISSA PAPAE
MARCELLI

MASSES

MADRIGALS | MOTETS

PALESTRINA
1525-1594
Roman School

FRANK
1822-1890

E N G L I S H  M A D R I G A L

S C H O O L

CAVALLI
1602-1676

Opera

S
T

A
B

A
T

M
A

T
E

R PERGOLESI
1710-1736

Stabat Mater

BELLINI
1801-1835

Bel canto opera N
O

R
M

A

O
P

E
R

A

DONIZETTI
1797-1848

Bel canto opera L
U

C
IA

 D
I

L
A

M
M

E
R

-
M

O
O

R

O
P

E
R

A

George I

George II

Moves t o 
London i n

1710

English oratorio
replaces italian

opera

T H E
B E G G A R ’ S

O P E R A

I N V E N T I O N
O F  T H E

F O R T E P I A N O

I N V E N T I O N
O F  T H E
V I O L I N

I T A L I A N  O P E R A

O
r

g
a

n
 m

u
s

ic

Guido
of Arezzo

Theorist

I N V E N T I O N
O F  S T A F F
N O TA T I O N

DUNSTABLE
1390-1453

Transitional

C O N T E N A N C E
A N G L O I S E

Harmonies of 
thirds & sixths

Philip III
Patron of
The Arts

D
U

C
H

Y
 

O
F

 
B

U
R

G
U

N
D

Y

Major infl uence
on Burgundian

composers

T r i a d s

Tr a n p l a n t i n g
F r a n c o -

F l e m i s h  s t y l e

TIPPETT
1905-1998

N e o c l a s s i c i s m

I N V E N T I O N
O F  P R I N T I N G

P R E S S

Gutenberg
Inventor

Cristofori
Instrument-

maker

VON BINGEN
1098-1179

Sacred
monophony

B r i n g i n g
I t a l i a n  s t y l e
To  G e r m a n y

HASSLER
1564-1612

Organist

S t u d e n t  o f
G .  G a b r i e l i

S t u d e n t  o f
A .  G a b r i e l i

C O U N C I L
O F  T R E N T

Serious sacred
music

S T I L E  M O D E R N O

V
e

n
e

t
ia

n
p

o
ly

c
h

o
r

a
l

s
t

y
le

E q u a l  t e m p e r a m e n t

” D A F N E ”
F I R S T  O P E R A

b y
J a c a p o  P e r i

V I R G I N A L I S T
S C H O O L
Keyboard

composers

A R S  P E R F E C T A

C H A N S O N
F r e n c h  a r t  s o n g

C O N C E R T O
G R O S S O
Soloist: 
concertino

Orchestra: 
ripieno

S Y M P H O N I C  P O E M S

T O N E
P O E M S

E N G L I S H

C I V I L  WA R
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M U S I C
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O R AT O R I O
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S o n a t a  f o r m
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B R A S S  V A L V E

Stötzel
Horn player
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W O R L D  W A R  I I

B E L L E  E P O Q U E

E X P O S I T I O N  U N I V E R S E L L E  1 8 8 9 F O L K  /  N A T I O N A L

F O L K  /

N A T I O N A L

Neocl a . per i od
1920-1954

Moves  to  
France  i n1920

Moves  to  
USA  in 1939

CARMINA BURANA

S YMPHO N IE S

 1 9 7 5  C E

F.  MENDELS-
SOHN

1805-1847
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