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INDEPENDENCE DAY
As recorded by Elliott Smith

(From the 1998 Album XO)

Transcribed by JB Words and Music by Elliott Smith

Performance Notes

Open C tuning: C G C E G C, (which, if you think about it, is really just the typical open D tuning transposed 1 full step down.) 

The chord names I put in aren't relative to the tuning, they represent the actual tonailty of the notes... I wanted to keep continuity with
the keyboard score, and it makes it much easier for someone who wants to strum along without tuning their guitar way down to do so.

This song is played entirely with the fingers, and this is how to make it look a lot less complicated:

-Notice that for the left hand, after the first two chords (Cm9 and Bdim/C), Elliott mainly has the first finger barring across a fret while
the remaining fingers play the melody or add color notes.

-After the first half of the intro, the notes aren't picked deliberately, so just use the tab mainly as a guide. The thumb hits the low notes 
(usually on the downbeats), while the other strings are strummed loosely with the index and middle fingers. 
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Open C tuning: C G C E G C

see performance notes

*chords in parentheses reflect overall / implied tonality

(acoustic gtr.)

*fingerstyle throughout
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