
A Publication of The Capital News Service Inc.
www.TheCapitalNewsDC.comSEPTEMBER 2021, Volume 44, Issue 36 Free Monthly

The Untold StoriesCertified Business Enterprise

Community News Community News

Now FDA Ap-
proved, the Pfizer 
COVID-19
Read More on P4

National News
Josephine Baker to 
become first Black 
woman to enter 
France’s Panthéon
Read More on P12

Soul of the City to 
Host DC’s Finest 
for Art All Night
Read More on P6 

continued on P2

New Housing Preserves Legacy of First Ward 8 Councilwoman, 
Wilhelmina Rolark 

[Pictured:  Wilhelmina Rolark on Alabama Avenue coming summer 2023.]
By Christen Hill

A new affordable housing development that 
will be steps away from the Congress Heights 
Metro Station that is slated to break ground 
summer 2023, will be named in the honor of 
a D.C legend.  The 140+ unit building will be 
named Wilhelmina Rolark on Alabama Ave-
nue.  Spearheaded by Black developers, from 
Southeast D.C. the very premise on which 
this development will be constructed, is one 
with a rich history. 

Wilhelmina Rolark, represented Ward 8 as a council member for 16 years and fought her 
entire life to give residents east of the Anacostia a fair shot. So, it’s hard to believe that this 
is the first and only building named in her honor. 

As a young attorney, in the 1940s, Rolark worked on many civil rights cases. In 1970, she 
founded the National Association of Black Women Attorneys. As a legislator, Rolark was re-
sponsible for a number of laws including the legislation that created the D.C. Energy Office 
(now the Dept. of Environment), the DC Depository Act, the law that triples the penalties 
for PCP distribution, the law that brought cable television to D.C. and the Bails Bondman 
Reform Act.

http://www.TheCapitalNewsDC.com
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The UnTold Stories

DCPS Hires New Principals, and 
Administrators this Year

By Chris Hill 
As DC Public Schools (DCPS) kicks off the 
start of the 2021-2022 School Year, it wel-
comes more than 700 new educators and 16 
new school leaders. They join a community 
of over 9,000 staff across 116 schools, and a 
central office that will work together to wel-
come students back for in-person learning 
and provide a world-class public school ed-
ucation that is rigorous and joyful.

“Our educators, principals, and district 
leaders are at the heart of our mission to 
build back stronger than before as we look 
to create joyful and rigorous learning oppor-
tunities for our students and make progress 
toward educational equity for our commu-
nity,” said Chancellor Lewis D. Ferebee. “We 
look forward to welcoming all our staff back 
in the classroom as we open our doors for 
in-person learning for every student, every 
day on August 30.”

SY21-22 Principal Announcements
Principals lead a school community and en-
sure they have the best systems in place to 
support toward student success. Learn more 
about the new and interim principals for 
SY21-22 and read their bios on the DCPS 
website.
• Greg Bargeman/ Wilson High (Interim)
• LaCondria Beckwith/ Ketcham Elementary

• Brandon Clayton/ Takoma Elementary
• Latisha Coleman/ Johnson Middle (Interim)
• Shaunte Daniel / Excel Academy (Interim)
• Shawna Dix/ Browne Education Campus
• Katrel Angry/ Miner Elementary (Interim)
• Amelia Hunt/Military Road Early Learning 

Center
• Sylvia Isaac/ School Without Walls High
• Dwan Jordon/ DCPS Virtual Learning Pro-

gram
• Demetrius Lucas/ Hendley Elementary
• Julian Pineda/ Oyster-Adams Bilingual 
• Karen Rivas/ Stoddert Elementary
• Danielle Singh/ Janney Elementary
• Rachel Williams/ Ludlow-Taylor Elementary
• Shanna Young/ School Without Walls @ 

Francis-Stevens
Central Office Leadership Announcements
Behind every teacher and principal is a great 
team, and DCPS announces the following 
central office appointments to its school lead-
ership team. Read more about our leadership 
team at this link.
• Kim Jackson, Chief, Elementary Schools
• Dr. Drewana Bey, Chief, Secondary Schools
• Dr. JuDonn DeShields, Instructional Super-

intendent
• Kimberly Martin, Instructional Superinten-

dent
• Tenia Pritchard, Instructional Superin-

tendent
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Phinis Jones, one of the developers on the 
Wilhelmina Rolark on Alabama Avenue proj-
ect worked for her the first four years of her 
tenure on the D.C. council.  “I’m honored to 
present her name as an option on this devel-
opment, I’m happy the board chose to go with 
it, it was long overdue,” said Jones “She spon-
sored and shepherded through the council 
many pieces of progressive legislation that still 
have a positive impact on our community.”

Rolark attended Howard University from 
1933-1937. In 1944, while working at the 
Treasury Department she earned her law de-
gree from the Robert H. Terrell Law School at 
night. 

In 1974, after the passage of the District of Co-
lumbia Home Rule Act she Rolark ran to be on 
the first elected council. She lost the Demo-
cratic primary to James Coates by fewer than 
100 votes.

But Rolark came back in 1975 to defeat Coates 
and became the Ward 8 council member on 
January 2, 1976. 

While on the council, she chaired several 
committees including the committee on Em-
ployment and Economic Development, Public 
Service and Consumer Affairs and Judiciary. 
Rolark’s husband, Dr. Calvin W. Rolark, 
founded the United Black Fund In 1969, a 
non-profit organization that provides funding 
to community-based organizations.  She was 
the General Counsel to them, and won major 
legal battles against United Givers Fund and 
the Civil Service Commission on the grounds 

of discriminating against black and other mi-
norities.

“I have many fond memories of working 
closely with Rolark, In 1984, she was on the 
Democratic Rules Committee and we went to 
the National Democratic Convention where 
we Rev. Jesse Jackson was campaigning for the 
presidency.  I went with her as an assistant I 
had a front row seat to his speech, ‘Rocks Just 
Laying Around’. It was a remarkable speech!,” 
said Jones. 

As a city council member, she went on to 
be reelected in 1980, 1984, and 1988. Yet, in 
1992, Mayor Marion Barry, challenged Rolark 
in the Democratic primary and won in a 3-to-
1 landslide. Rolark’s time on the council came 
to an end on January 2, 1993, after 16 glorious 
years.

Upon the untimely death of her husband in 
1994, Rolark was president of The Washing-
ton Informer, a weekly newspaper in D.C. The 
paper is now published by her stepdaughter, 
Denise Rolark-Barnes. In addition, she was 
unanimously elected as the President /CEO of 
the United Black Fund, a position she held for 
twelve years.

Rolark also served on the National Board of 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. 
Even after her time as public servant Rolark 
was relentless in fighting for Black equality. 
Rolark passed away on February 14, 2006. She 
was a juggernaut in paving the way for D.C. 
politicians. It was her intellect and persever-
ance that made her so unique to our city’s his-
tory.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GriU9kw_5u0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GriU9kw_5u0
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Now FDA Approved, the Pfizer COVID-19 Vaccination 
Can Reach Even More

By Christen Hill

Last month, the Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA) gave its full approval of the Pfiz-
er-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine, calling it 
a “key achievement for public health.”  The 
two-dose vaccine was approved for every-
one 16 and over. For children 12 to 15 and 
for those who are immunocompromised 
and need a booster shot, the vaccine is still 
available under an FDA emergency use au-
thorization.

This comes on the heels of a mandate from 
Mayor Bowser, stating that all D.C. employ-
ees must be vaccinated by Sunday, Septem-
ber 19, 2021. Nearly 36,700 people are em-
ployed by the District Government. 21,746 
employees have reported their vaccination 
status to the D.C. Department of Human 
Resources. Of the employees who have re-
sponded, approximately 19,907 employees, 

or about 54% of the total workforce, reported 
being fully vaccinated.

According to the FDA “the public can be very 
confident that this vaccine meets the high 
standards for safety, effectiveness, and manu-
facturing quality the FDA requires of an ap-
proved product.”  A Kaiser Family Foundation 
survey from June showed that roughly 30% of 
unvaccinated adults who felt hesitant about 
the vaccine said a full approval would mean 
they would be more likely to get vaccinated.

From January 2021 when less than 1% of the 
total DC population was fully vaccinated to 
June 2021 when over 50% of the total DC 
population was fully vaccinated, DC has seen 
a 95% decline in COVID-related deaths.

Additionally, in July, Mayor Bowser and DC 
Health released comprehensive data about 
breakthrough COVID-19 cases in DC that 

underscores the effectiveness of the vaccines 
in preventing illness, hospitalization, and 
death from COVID-19. Current data shows 
that of the approximately 300,000 fully vacci-
nated individuals, DC has recorded only 546 
breakthrough cases, or just 0.18% of all fully 
vaccinated individuals.

The COVID-19 vaccines are free. To date, 
more than 70% of all eligible DC residents 
have received at least one dose of the vaccine. 
Individuals who are looking for the closest site 
to get vaccinated can find the closest location 
at vaccines.gov. There are over 100 vaccina-
tion locations across the District and more 
than 150 testing locations in the city. 
Currently, all DC Government employees 
who are fully vaccinated and update their sta-
tus in PeopleSoft receive an eight-hour time-
off award. Additionally, all DC employees are 
able to use two hours of administrative leave 
per dose to get vaccinated. 
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http://www.cedartree-dc.org
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Soul of the City to Host DC’s Finest for Art All Night

By: Lewis Mcilwain

DC’s Art All Night is a free festival in Wash-
ington, D.C. celebrating the visual and per-
forming arts including photography, sculp-
ture, painting, crafts, theater, dance, film, 
poetry, and anything else you can imagine. 
The festival will be held in 10 different ven-
ues scattered throughout various parts of 
the city. Dates and times for the festival will 
be dependent on which venue you decide 
to visit. In Congress Heights, will feature a 
slew of DC favorites, including EU and Sugar 
Bear, Trouble Fun and Black Alley. 

Each year, Art All Night brings thousands of 
district residents to local commercial corri-
dors allowing them the opportunity to im-
merse themselves in the artistic culture of 
DC while patronizing different local busi-
nesses such as restaurants, bars, studios, and 
shops. Branded as “Art and Soul”, The Con-
gress Heights Arts and Culture Center and 
Soul of the City will have art vendors, live art, 
fashion and bands. 

Last year, due to COVID-19 pandemic, the 
event was completely virtual for the first 
time since the event’s conception. Since the 
pandemic began, many local companies 

have taken a financial hit due to less foot traf-
fic brought on by lockdown restrictions and 
DC’s businesses need the support of its resi-
dents now more than ever to bounce back.

The festival is presented by the Department of 
Small and Local Business Development part-
nering with Destination Congress Heights, 
Historic Dupont Circle Main Streets, H Street 
Main Street, North Capitol Street Main Street, 
Shaw Main Streets, and Tenleytown Main 
Streets with financial support from the DC 
Commission on the Arts & Humanities.

During the Art All Night festival, the Congress 
Heights Arts and Culture Center (CHACC) 
located in Ward 8 is just 1 of the many venues 
open throughout the city all night. The center 
is located on the Martin Luther King Avenue 
Corridor. CHACC’s mission is to expose, in-
spire, and educate both youth and adults to 
the rich arts and cultural opportunities, spe-
cifically in Wards 7 and 8 East of the Anacos-
tia River. 

And there are more than just singers and 
painters showcasing their talent on this night. 
There will be everything from writing work-
shops, chakra healing classes, candle making, 
spoken word, go-go, poetry, and a variety of 

other things to see. 

CHACC is determined to be a catalyst for 
change in Congress Heights, seeking to 
change the narrative of what people say about 
their section of the DC. The Art All Night fes-
tival is a great way to showcase all the positive 
things going on in the area while also putting 
a spotlight on local businesses.

Please take the time out to get out and expe-
rience all that our Nation’s Capital has to offer 
on September 25th. You can go to DCAll-
Night.org for updates on times, locations, art-
ists and more. We hope to see you there!
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http://www.congressheightsartallnight.com
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Black real estate agent, clients handcuffed outside of Michigan 
home they were viewing

[Image: Realtor Eric Brown said he was taking his client Roy Thorne and his son through a home in Wyoming, 
Mich., when he noticed a growing police presence outside. (WOOD TV) 

August 6, 2021

When a Black real estate agent glanced out 
the window of a house he was showing and 
saw a police officer circling the property with 
his gun drawn, he was afraid there was a fu-
gitive in the yard. 

“This is kind of a nice house, but there’s 
a criminal outside,” Eric Brown said he 
thought to himself when he saw the officer. 
At the time, he was giving Roy Thorne and 
the man’s 15-year-old son, Sammy, a tour of a 
Wyoming, Michigan, home. 

“He’s not going to buy this house now,” 
Brown worried. However, he said he grew 
less concerned with making a sale and more 
concerned with staying safe when he noticed 
a second officer “behind a tree making hand 
gestures.”

Before the afternoon was over, police officers 
would order the trio out of the home and 
place them in handcuffs.

A TYPICAL SHOWING

Brown, 46, with Grand Rapids Real Estate, ar-
rived at the two-story, two-garage, brick-cov-
ered home at 2 p.m. Sunday and did what he 
always does. He tested the doorbell, used an 
app on his phone to open a lockbox that held 
the key and let himself in before his client 
arrived in order to open the closets and bed-
room doors.

Thorne, 45, who Brown has known since 
they were teens, and Sammy arrived 10 min-
utes later. The three waved to neighbors out-
side doing Sunday things — the guy who was 
mowing the lawn, the family next door who 
was hosting an outdoor gathering.

They didn’t notice when the officers arrived.

‘GET OUT OF THE LINE OF 

Brown knew the doors of the house were 
open. He feared a suspect was on the loose 
and might try come in the house to hide.

‘IT DOES SOMETHING TO YOU’

Brown said he and his clients were ordered 
to come downstairs and exit the front of the 
house one at a time, with their hands up. “We 
realized, OK this has been going on for some 
time,” he said.

Three or four police vehicles were parked with 

“If there’s anywhere to run, it’s going to be in 
this house,” he remembered thinking.

“They’re about to flush a criminal in to this 
house. We’re going to be hostages in here, and 
Sammy’s in the basement.” Sammy suddenly 
rushed upstairs to report that there were more 
police officers in front of the home.

Thorne, who is also Black and is an Army vet-
eran, told his son to “get out of the line of fire,” 
and opened a window to address the officers, 
Brown said.

“They were so focused on organizing them-
selves that they didn’t hear him screaming,” 
Brown told NBC News on Friday. “When the 
officer did hear him, the officer pointed his 
gun at the house.”

“That’s when I knew they were there for us,” 
he added.

their wheels on the sidewalk. And officers, 
using their open SUV doors as shields and 
with guns drawn, were waiting for the trio to 
emerge from the house.

As Brown, Thorne and Sammy exited the 
house, they were instructed to turn around 
and walk toward the officers backward.

“When you have several guns pointed at you 
and they tell you to turn around, it does some-
thing to you,” Brown said.

‘I’M JUST SHOWING THE HOUSE’
All three were handcuffed. Brown asked what 
the disturbance was and didn't get an answer. 
Before he was about to be placed in the cruis-
er, he urged an officer to go into his pocket, 
pull out his wallet and find his business card, 
showing that he is a real estate agent. "I'm just 
showing the house," he said.

The officer paused, and asked how Brown got 
in the house. Still handcuffed, Brown said he 
was led back to the entrance of the house to 
demonstrate how he got the key out of the 
lockbox.

The officers, with the Wyoming Police De-
partment, took the handcuffs off the three 
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DEPARTMENT PROTOCOL

The Wyoming Police Department did not re-
spond to multiple requests from NBC News 
for comment.

In a statement to NBC affiliate WOOD of 
Grand Rapids, Capt. Timothy Pols said of-
ficers were responding to “a 911 call from a 
neighbor reporting that a house was being 
broken into.”

“Officers were aware that a previous burglary 
had occurred at this same address on July 24 
and that a suspect was arrested and charged 
for unlawful entry during that incident. The 
caller indicated that the previously arrested 
suspect had returned and again entered the 
house,” the statement said.

Brown, Thorne and Sammy were handcuffed 
“per department protocol,” Pols said. He 
did not address the officers surrounding the 
house with guns drawn or failing to announce 
themselves.

While Brown and Thorne are now speaking 
with a lawyer, he said they are focused on get-
ting emotional support for Sammy, Thorne 
and himself “to heal as fast as we can.”

“I went from being afraid for my life to shell-
shocked to this is not right to now slightly an-
gry,” Brown said.
“I felt definitely guilty of breaking into this 
house,” he said. “And I had the keys to it.”

Call us for your 
Development Needs!

202-563-5033 and 
email phinisjones@comcast.net

Real Estate agent handcuffed continued from  pg. 8

https://www.facebook.com/CapitalNewsDC/
https://www.instagram.com/CapitalNewsDC/
https://twitter.com/CapitalNewsDC/
http://www.chacc.org
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A drought-hit California town finds itself sinking into the ground

continued on P11

August 7, 2021 

”You’ve got too many farmers pumping all 
around,” complained Raul Atilano. This octo-
genarian resident of Corcoran, the self-pro-
claimed farming capital of California, was 
struggling to make sense of the strangest of 
phenomena: his already suffering town is 
sinking, ever so gradually, into the ground.

A constant stream of trucks carrying toma-
toes, alfalfa or cotton outside this town of 
20,000 shows just how inextricably Corcor-
an’s fate is tied to the intensive farming prac-
ticed here.
To irrigate its vast fields and help feed Amer-
ica, farm operators began in the last century 
to pump water from underground sources, so 
much so that the ground has begun to sink 
-- imagine a series of giant straws sucking up 
groundwater faster than rain can replenish 
it, as hydrologist Anne Senter explained it to 
AFP.
- Like a 2-story house –
Strangely, signs of this subsidence are near-
ly invisible to the human eye. There are no 

An aerial view from July 24, 2021 of the farming town of Corcoran, California, which is steadily sinking as 
drought, worsened by climate change, has forced big farms to pump increasing amounts of water from the 
ground. - @AFP

A sign just outside the California town of Corcoran proclaims it as the state’s ‘farming capital’; drought has 
caught its farms in a vicious cycle.  - @AFP

cracks in the walls of the typical American 
shops in the town’s center, nor crevices open-
ing up in the streets or fields: to measure sub-
sidence, Californian authorities had to turn 
to NASA, which used satellites to analyze the 
geological change.

And yet, over the past 100 years, Corcoran has 
sunken “the equivalent of a two-story house,” 
Jeanine Jones, a manager with the California 
Department of Water Resources, told AFP.

The phenomenon “can be a threat to infra-
structure, groundwater wells, levees, aque-
ducts,” she said. 

The one recognizable sign of this dangerous 
change is a levee on the edge of the city, in an 
area where wisps of cotton blow in the air. In 
2017, the authorities launched a major project 
to raise the levee, for fear that the city, which 



The Capital News   SEPTEMBER 2021 Volume 44, Issue 36 COMMUNITY NEWS    P11
Cslifornia Drought continued from  pg. 10

Raul Gomez (L) and Greg Ojeda, standing on July 23, 2021 near a levee in Corcoran, California which was 
raised in 2017 for fear of floods — that have yet to come. — © AFP

sits in a basin, could be flooded ... whenever 
the rains finally return.

This year, however, the problem has been not 
floods but an alarming drought aggravated by 
climate change.

It has transformed this food-basket of Amer-
ica into a vast field of brown dust, forcing the 
authorities to impose water-use restrictions 
on farmers.

So, Corcoran now finds itself in the midst of 
a vicious circle: with their water supplies lim-
ited, farm operators are forced to pump more 
underground water, which in turn speeds the 
sinking of the town.

- Fear of losing jobs – 

Few locals have spoken out against the prob-
lem -- not surprising, since most of them work 
for the same big agribusinesses pumping up 
groundwater. 

“They are afraid that if they speak against 
them, they might lose their job,” said Atilano. 
He spent years working for one of the coun-

try’s biggest cotton producers, J.G. Boswell, 
whose name is seen on thousands of cloth 
bags stuffed with cotton that are seen stacked 

around town. 

“I don’t care,” he adds with a smile. “I’ve been 
retired for 22 years.”

As big farm operations have increasingly be-
come mechanized and industrialized, requir-
ing less and less local labor, the town’s inhab-
itants themselves have been sinking -- into 
a debilitating economic and psychological 
slump.

One-third of the majority Hispanic popula-
tion here now lives in poverty. The three mov-
ie theaters that once brought life to the town 
have all closed their doors.

“A lot of people are moving out,” said local res-
ident Raul Gomez, who is 77.
On this summer afternoon, under a crushing 
heat wave, some people have stopped to chat 
under an enormous wall painting.

It depicts a clear blue lake surrounded by 
snow-capped mountain peaks -- for now, a 
distant dream.

The Corcoran is a major cotton producer; these thousands of bags of cotton belong to major US producer J.G.
Boswell. - @AFP
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Josephine Baker to become first Black woman to enter France’s Panthéon

Franco-American entertainer Josephine Baker receiving the Légion d’honneur and the Croix de Guerre after 
the second world war. Photograph: AFP/Getty Images

Building Better 
Communities!

email phinisjones@comcast.net

Performer who became part of the French re-
sistance will be moved to the mausoleum in 
November

The remains of Josephine Baker, a famed 
French-American dancer, singer and actor 
who also worked with the French resistance 
during the second world war, will be moved 
to the Panthéon mausoleum in November, 
according to an aide to President Emmanuel 
Macron.

It will make Baker, who was born in Missouri 
in 1906 and buried in Monaco in 1975, the 
first Black woman to be laid to rest in the hal-
lowed Parisian monument.

A group campaigning for her induction, 
which included one of Baker’s sons, met Ma-
cron on 21 July, Jennifer Guesdon, one of the 
members, said. “When the president said yes, 
[it was a] great joy,” she said.
“Panthéonisation is built over a long period of 
time,” an aide to Macron said.
 
The Baker family have been requesting her in-
duction since 2013, with a petition gathering 
about 38,000 signatures.

“She was an artist, the first Black international 
star, a muse of the cubists, a resistance fight-
er during the second world war in the French 
army, active alongside Martin Luther King in 
the civil rights fight,” the petition says.

Another member of the campaign group, 
Pascal Bruckner, said Baker “is a symbol of 
a France that is not racist, contrary to what 
some media groups say”, as well as “a true an-
ti-fascist”.

The ceremony will take place on 30 November, 
the date Baker married Jean Lion, a French-
man, allowing her to get French nationality.

The Panthéon is a memorial complex for great 
national figures in French history from the 

world of politics, culture and science.

Only the president can choose to move re-
mains to the former church in Paris, whose 
grand columns and domed roof were inspired 
by the Pantheon in Rome.

Of the 80 figures in the Panthéon, only five are 
women, including the last inductee in 2018, 
Simone Veil, a former French minister who 
survived the Holocaust and fought for abor-
tion rights.

mailto:phinisjones%40comcast.net?subject=Capital%20Newspaper%20Inquiry%3A
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South Africa’s unemployment rate is now highest in the world
By:  Prinesha Naidoo 

The unemployment rate, which includes peo-
ple who have stopped looking for work, rose 
to 44.4 percent in the second quarter.

South African companies’ ability to hire is undermined by an education system that doesn’t provide ade-
quate skills, and strict workplace laws that make hiring and firing workers onerous [File: Bloomberg] 

South Africa’s unemployment rate surged to 
the highest on a global list of 82 countries 
monitored by Bloomberg.

The jobless rate rose to 34.4% in the sec-
ond quarter from 32.6% in the three months 

through March, Statistics South Africa said 
Tuesday in a report released in the capital, 
Pretoria. The median of three economists’ es-
timates in a Bloomberg survey was 33.2%.

Unemployment according to the expanded 
definition, which includes people who were 
available for work but not looking for a job, 
rose to 44.4% from 43.2% in the first quarter. 
While the unemployment rate is now the high-
est of the countries tracked by Bloomberg, the 

data from some of those nations is outdated.

The unemployment data is likely to deterio-
rate in the third quarter because the govern-
ment tightened Covid-19 curbs in the face of 
a third wave of infections, hindering efforts to 
revive an economy that shrank 7% last year. 
Rising joblessness rate could heap pressure 
on authorities to extend relief measures that 
would complicate efforts to stabilize public fi-
nances.

There was also an eruption of deadly riots in 
July in the Gauteng and KwaZulu-Natal prov-
inces, two key economic hubs, which claimed 
354 lives and saw thousands of businesses 
looted and shuttered. The unrest cost the 
country about 50 billion rand ($3.3 billion) in 
lost output and placed at least 150,000 jobs at 
risk, according to the South African Property 
Owners Association.

The unemployment rate in Africa’s most-in-
dustrialized economy has been above 20% 
for at least two decades, even though output 
expanded by 5% or more a year in the early 
2000s.

South African companies’ ability to hire is 
undermined by an education system that 
doesn’t provide adequate skills, and strict 
labor laws that make hiring and firing work-
ers onerous. The apartheid-era strategy of 
placing so-called townships, where many 
Black citizens were compelled to live, on the 
periphery of cities also makes it difficult for 
residents to access the formal jobs market.
Key Figures:
• Finance industry lost 278,000 jobs.
• Community, social services lost 
166,000 jobs.
• Manufacturing lost 83,000 jobs.
• Construction added 143,000 jobs.
• Agriculture added 69,000 jobs
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TAURUS  
(April 20 to May 20) 

This will be an important time for matters par-
ticularly communication, writing and business. 
What would you like to communicate or accom-
plish? Where do you hold back in these areas 
and how can you change that? Use this period 
for home improvement and getting closer to the 
family. Give special attention to the children. The 
energies of romance and creativity are in the air. 

GEMINI 
  (May 21 to June 20) 

Things may feel just a bit overwhelming in the 
first half of the month. Challenges appear on 
the 9th as karma revealing in your relationship. 
This is a time to nurture yourself, sort out rela-
tionship needs sensitively and be with the family. 
There may be deeper, nagging questions about 
career and life direction that are at the heart of 
your frustration. What do you need in this re-
gard? It’s time to be really honest with yourself 
so you can achieve the fulfilment you deserve.

CANCER 
   (June 21 to July 22) 

Your mind is fertile and active and can help you 
out of a creative rut. The enlightenment or atti-
tude adjustments near the 9th can be turned into 
action in the second half of the month. September 
offers great opportunities to make new friends, 
promote yourself, advertise your business or cre-
ate an internet presence.

LEO 
   (July 23 to August 22) 

You feel creatively fertile, ready to give birth 
to some new talent or aspect of who you are. 
This is a good time for precisely that as doors 
are opening in your job or your career field. 
Don’t let your anxiousness get the best of you 
early in the month. Pay close attention to fam-
ily and home needs so that they receive ap-
propriate and conscious attention. Finances 
should be doing well but avoid increasing your 
debt load without due consideration. Better 
to save up for bigger and better things ahead.

S o u r c e :  w w w . y e a r l y - h o r o s c o p e . o r g

CAPRICORN  
(December 22 to January 19) 

Health: Say goodbye to sedentary life and put 
aside excess food. Money: Buy yourself that wish 
you long for. It’s the moment! Love: So many fric-
tions with your partner end up taking their toll … 
If you are single, your sex appeal will increase this 
summer. Seize it.

AQUARIUS 
   (January 20 to February 18) 

Health: Meditation is ideal for those concerns that 
worry you so much. Money: Cinema! Invite your 
friends to a good meal and don’t worry so much 
about your savings. Love: If you are in a relationship, 
you will promote complicity and respect. If you are 
single, you will consolidate that idyllic relationship. 

PISCES 
 (February 19 to March 20)

Health: Your skin will be very dry this summer, 
do not forget to hydrate as much as possible with 
creams or after sun. Money: Stop thinking so 
much about your economy, invest more money in 
quality leisure with your family or friends. Love: 
Take advantage of your physical attractiveness to 
conquer or win back that person you love so much.

ARIES
   (March 21 to April 19)

This is a great time to learn more about surren-
der and to synchronize with the timing of the 
Universe. This will be a very important lesson 
at mid-month when Sun and Mars (two pow-
erful planets for Aries) conjoin in your sixth 
house of ambition and life direction. In advance 
of this period take the time to feel passionate-
ly about what you’d like to manifest in your life.

VIRGO 
 (August 23 to September 22)

Happy Birthday! What a powerful month
This will be a good test for you. You are burning 
with inspiration, ambition and likely yearning for 
a new sense of direction. It’s time to re-balance 
that rational, analytical part of you with your 
feeling, heart and passion for life. Feel the power 
of your passion for life. Your passion represents 
your sense of Knowing and Truth about who you 
are and why you are here. Trust yourself and the 
Universe. Being in control is vastly overrated.

LIBRA 
(September 23 to October 22) 

Use this time to ‘lighten up’ with your sense of 
over-responsibility. If you can’t love your work, then 
try to work with love. Take the pressure off of your-
self wherever you can. Do things around the home 
to make you feel more cozy and special. Your per-
ceptions of yourself and what you value are chang-
ing. Enjoy the ride. Finances can show improve-
ment at the end of the month just in time to buy 
yourself the birthday present you really deserve.

SCORPIO 
 (October 23 to November 21)

Get a good grasp on your idealism and expecta-
tions so you don’t torpedo the potentially pow-
erful results. You simply can not change other 
people. Change the lens through which you view 
them by adjusting your beliefs about yourself. 
There is a big ‘ah-ha’ to be found in reading or 
studying higher teachings that you are drawn to.

SAGITTARIUS
 (November 22 to December 21)

There are some deep issues percolating which re-
quire your awareness. Your inspiration and mo-
tivation will be piqued soon enough, however.
The portal is open if you would like to do some heal-
ing or service-related work. This is the time for you 
to dream things as they could be and say ‘Why not?’

September Horoscopes

http://www.yearly-horoscope.org
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Call: (202) 563-5033

WARD 5

BROOKLAND  RIGGS & MICHIGAN
ECKINGTON   TRINIDAD
EDGEWOOD   WOODMORE

WARD 7 & 8

ANACOSTIA   CAPITAL VIEW
BENNING ROAD  CONGRESS HEIGHTS
MINNESOTA AVE  FAIRFAX VILLAGE
GOODHOOPE ROAD FORT DAVIS PARK
DEANWOOD   MARSHALL HEIGHTS
HILLCREST   RIVER TERRACE

BILLING DATE:
Advertisers will be billed immediately 
upon publication.  Terms are net 30 days 
from date of invoice.

DISTRIBUTION
SUBSCRIBERS / READERSHIP - 20, 000 (pass-along 
rate of 4 readers per issue)

CIRCULATION - 5, 000 PRINTED

The Capital News is delivered monthly to high impact and 
heavity frequented public areas in Ward 5, 7 and 8.  Our distri-
bution includes churches, bus stops, post offices, community 
centers, clinics, coffee shops, barbershops, beauty salons, IHOP 
and other restaurants.  

SPECIFICATIONS (in inches, eidth and height)

FREQUENCY DISCOUNTS  ** DEDUCT 20% 
from base rate if ad buy is for six (6) or more issues.
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You can pick up your monthly issue of The Capital News at any of the locations below.  
If you would like to be included in the distribution please contact thecapitalnewsteam@gmail.comReligious Corner

Allen Chapel A.M.E.Church
Rev. Dr. Michael E. Bell, Sr., Pastor
2498 Alabama Ave. SE WDC 20020

(202) 889-3296
www.acamec.org

Brighter Day Ministries
Rev. Tommy Murray, Pastor

Multi-Location Church
Visit our website: @ 

www.brighterdaydc.org
A.P Shaw / Congress Heights Campuses 

2525 12th Place, SE, WDC 20020
421 Alabama Avenue, SE, WDC 20032

Office: 202/889-3660

Campbell A.M.E. Church
2568 Martin Luther King, Jr. Ave. SE, WDC 20032

(202) 678-2263
Sunday Worship 8:00am & 11:00am

Christ Ministries
30 Atlantic Street, SE WDC 20032

Services: 11 am and 3pm

Covenant Baptist United Church of Christ
Dr. Dennis and Christine Wiley, Co-Pastors

3845 South Capitol St. SW WDC 20032
(202) 562-5576

Sunday Worship 10:00am
www.covenantbaptistucc.org

East Washington Heights Baptist Church
Rev. Kip Bernard Banks, Sr., Pastor
2220 Branch Ave. SE WDC 20020

(202) 582-4811– Office
(202) 58202400– Fax

Sunday Worship 11:10am
www.ewhbc.org ewhbc@aol.com

Emmanuel Baptist Church
Christopher L. Nichols, Pastor

2409 Ainger Pl., SE WDC 20020
(202) 678-0884-Office • (202) 678-0885– Fax

Sunday Worship 8:00am & 10:45am
www.emmanuelbaptistchuurchdc.org

Greater Mt. Calvary Baptist Church
Archbishop Alfred D. Owens, Pastor
Evangelist Susie Owens, Co-Pastor

610 Rhode Island Ave. NE WDC 20002
(202) 529-4547

Sunday Worship 8:00am & 10:45am
www.gmchc.org/

Israel Baptist
Rev. Dr. Morris L. Shearin, Pastor

1251 Saratoga Ave. NE WDC 20018
(202) 269-0288

Sunday Worship 10:45am
http://www.israelbaptistchurch.org/

Johnson Memorial Baptist Church
Rev. Henry A. Gaston, Pastor
800 Ridge Rd. SE WDC 20019

(202) 581-1873
Sunday Worship 7:45a. & 11:15am

Kingdom Care Senior Village
Place of Worship:

Greater Fellowship/Gospel Baptist Church
814 Alabama Ave SE, WDC 20032

Phone: 202-561-5594 

Macedonia Baptist Church
Rev. Garfield Burton, Pastor

2625 Stanton Rd. SE WDC 20032 • (202) 678-8486
Sunday Worship 10:00am
www.macedoniadc.org/

Matthews Memorial Baptist Church
Dr. C. Matthew Hudson Jr., Pastor

2616 MLK Ave. SE WDC 20020
(202) 889-3709 Office

(202) 678-3304 Fax
Sunday Worship 7:30am & 10:45am

New Life Ministries DC
Reverend Ernest D. Lyles, Sr.

Sunday Worship 10:00am
https://newlifeministriesdc.org/

Phone: 202-304-2005
 

Pennsylvania Ave. Baptist
Rev. Dr. Kendrick E. Curry

3000 Pennsylvania Ave. SE WDC 20020
(202) 581-1500

Sunday Worship 10:45am
http://www.pabc-dc.org/

St. John C.M.E. Church
Reverend John A. Dillard III

2801 Stanton Rd. SE, WDC 20020
(202) 678-7788

Sunday Worship 11:00am
http://www.stjohncmecdc.org/

St. Matthews Baptist Church
Rev. Dr. Maxwell M. Washington, Pastor

1105 New Jersey Ave. SE WDC 20003
(202) 488-7298

Sunday Worship 9:05am
www.stmatthewsbaptist.com
stmatthewbaptist@msn.com

Union Temple
Pastor Anika Wilson Brown

1225 W St SE, WDC, 20020 • (202) 678-8822
Sunday Worship: 8:00am & 11:00am

Thursday Night Worship: 7:30pm
www.uniontemple.com

WORD OF FAITH

“And when you pray, do not keep on babbling 
like pagans, for they think they will be heard 
because of their many words . . . for your Fa-
ther knows what you need before you ask him.”

Matthew 6:7-8 (NIV)

KEEP YOUR PRAYERS SIMPLE
 
LONGER IS NOT STRONGER when it comes to 
prayer.  God is much more interested in humble and 
authentic prayers than a long-winded sermon in 
prayer. Just get to the point! 

Jesus had a lot to say in the Sermon on the Mount 
about praying simply, without trying to sound super 
spiritual:

“And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, 
for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and 
on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell 
you, they have received their reward in full. But when 
you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray 
to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who 
sees what is done in secret, will reward you. And when 
you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they 
think they will be heard because of their many words 
. . . for your Father knows what you need before you 
ask him” (Matthew 6:5-8 NIV).

You don’t have to convince God of what you need. He 
already knows! Just come to him as simply, honestly, 
and humbly as you.

Spotlight
Rev. Donald Isaac, Co-Pastor

S.E. Tabernacle Baptist Church
4101 1st St SE, Washington, DC 20032

http://www.acamec.org 
http://www.brighterdaydc.org 
http://www.covenantbaptistucc.org
mailto:www.ewhbc.org ewhbc@aol.com
http://www.emmanuelbaptistchuurchdc.org
http://www.gmchc.org/ 
http://www.israelbaptistchurch.org/ 
http://www.macedoniadc.org/ 
https://newlifeministriesdc.org/ 
http://www.pabc-dc.org/ 
http://www.stjohncmecdc.org/ 
http://www.stmatthewsbaptist.com 
mailto:stmatthewbaptist@msn.com 
http://www.uniontemple.com
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Our Distribution You can pick up your monthly issue of The Capital News at any of the locations below.  
If you would like to be included in the distribution please contact thecapitalnewsteam@gmail.com

Ward 4
Andrene’s Caribbean/Soul Food

308 Kennedy St. NW

BP Gas Station
7000 Blair Rd. NW

Hattie Holmes Senior Center
324 Kennedy St. NW

Kwik Stop
4801 Georgia Ave NW

Midnight Deli
4701 Georgia Ave NW

Petworth Action Committee @
Raymond Recreation Center

3725 10th Street NW

Petworth Library
4200 Kansas Ave, NW

Starlight Foods
5425 5th Street NW

Senbeb Natural Foods
6234 3rd Street NW

Shell Gas Station/ 7 Eleven
4000 Georgia Ave, NW

Takoma Park DC Library
416 Cedar Street NW

Yes! Organic Market
4100 Georgia Ave, NW

Ward 5
5th St. Laundromat

415A Rhode Island Ave. NE

A Cut Above the Top Barbershop
2377 Rhode Island Ave. NE

American Quality Home Care Services Inc
2312 Rhode Island Ave, NE

Barbershop
3506 12th St NE

Department of Human Services
920-A Rhode Island Ave. NE

Department of Veteran Affairs
1500 Franklin St. NE

Fish King
403 Rhode Island Ave NE

Good Old Reliable Liquor Store
1513 Rhode Island Ave NE

Israel Baptist Church
1251 Saratoga Ave. NE

Jet Set Hair
3530 12th St. NE

Lucky 7 Liquor 
2317 Rhode Island Ave. NE

M&S Barber Services
2900 12th NE

Murry’s & Paul’s
3515 12th St NE

Neighborhood Market
1611 Rhode Island Ave. NE

Newton Food Mart
3600 12th St. NE

Salon Shear Madness
2014 Rhode Island Ave NE

Sammy Carryout
2801 Franklin St NE

Woodbridge Public Library
1800 Rhode Island NE

Ward 7
Anacostia Library

1800 Good Hope Rd. SE

Benning Road Library
3935 Benning Rd. SE

Capitol View Neighborhood Library
5001 Central Ave SE

Deanwood Recreation Center
1350 49th St. NE

Ft. Davis Community Center
1400 41st St. SE

Francis A. Gregory Public Library
3660 Alabama Ave SE

Hillcrest Community Center
3100 Denver St. SE

Hillcrest Recreation Center
3200 Camden St SE

New 7 Market
1406 Good Hope Rd. SE

Safeway
2845 Alabama Ave. SE

Washington Seniors Wellness
3001 Alabama Ave SE

Ward 8
Allen Chapel AME Church

2498 Alabama Ave. SE

Andrews Federal Credit Union
1556 Alabama Ave. SE

The Arc/ Parkland Community Center
1901 Mississippi Ave. SE

The Big Chair Coffee Shop
2102 MLK Jr. Ave. SE

Brighter Day Ministries Congress Heights 
421 Alabama Ave. SE

Brighter Day Ministries A.P. Shaw Campus
2525 12th Pl. SE

Busboys & Poets
2004 Martin Luther King Jr Ave SE 

CSAM’s America’s Islamic Heritage Museum 
and Cultural Center

2315 MLK Jr. Ave. SE

Cedar Tree Academy
701 Howard Rd. SE

Community College Preparatory Academy
2405 MLK Jr. Ave. SE

DHS Congress Heights Service Center 
Dept. of Human Services Child Care

4001 South Capitol St. SW

Excel Pharmacy
3923-A S Capitol St SW

Excel Care Pharmacy @United Medical Center
1310 Southern Ave SE

Fort Carroll Market
3705 MLK Jr. Ave. SE

Good Wash Laundromat
1603 Good Hope Rd. SE

Hope Village
2844 Langston Pl SE

IHOP
1523 Alabama Ave. SE

Industrial Bank
1800 Good Hope Rd. SE

1800 Martin Luther King Jr Ave SE

Kingdom Care Senior Village
814 Alabama Ave SE

Marion Barry’s Ward 8 Office
2100 MLK Jr. Ave. SE

My 3 Sons Barbershop
3125 Martin Luther King Jr Ave SE

Opportunities Industrialization Center
3016 MLK Jr. Ave. SE
3707 MLK Jr. Ave. SE

Park Southern Apartments
800 Southern Ave. SE

Parklands-Turner Neighborhood Library
1547 Alabama Ave SE

P.R. Harris School
4600 Livingstone Rd. SE

UPO/Peetey Greene Community Center
2907 MLK Jr. Ave. SE

R.I.S.E. Demonstration Center
2730 Martin Luther King Jr Ave SE

The Roundtree Residences
2515 Alabama Ave. SE

Secrets of Nature
5923 South Capitol St. SW

St. Elizabeth’s Hospital
1100 Alabama Ave. SE

Southeast Tennis and Learning Center
701 Mississippi Ave. SE

SunTrust Bank
1340 Good Hope Rd. SE

Secrets of Nature Health Food Centers
3923-B South Capitol St SW

UDC at Congress Heights
3100 Martin Luther King Jr Ave SE

United Medical Center
1310 Southern Ave. SE
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ACT NOW! This is only for 2021. DCHealthLink.com • (855) 532-5465 / TTY: 711

Get Covered 
Stay Covered

• Now you can get health insurance for as little  
as $2/month and no deductibles. 

• If you received unemployment benefits any time 
in 2021, you can qualify for lower premiums. 

• New and current DC Health Link customers also 
qualify for lower premiums.

In less than 60 seconds,  
find out if you qualify. 

Go to DCHealthLink.com 
and click “PLAN MATCH”

LOST YOUR JOB?
The American Rescue Plan (COVID-19 Relief Law) Helps People Who Were Laid Off


