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PRESS RELEASE 

Statement on the Need to Respect the Rights of Journalists in Nigeria. 

21st April 2021 

The Civil Society Legislative Advocacy Centre (CISLAC) would like to use this 
medium to express our displeasure over the increasing intimidation of journalists 
and attack on human rights activists in the country.  
 
The recently released World Press Freedom Index by the Reporters Without 
Borders shows a sharp decline in Nigeria’s press freedom.1 On this index, 
Nigeria with an approximate score of 40 ranked 115 out of 180 countries on the 
2020 index which is 5 places worse than the previous approximate score of 36 
and a rank of 120. This negative trend is in line with other recently released 
indexes of the quality of governance and government in Nigeria such as the 
African Mo Ibrahim Index to quote one case of many. 
 
The intimidation currently being faced by journalists and human rights activists 
by the state and other powerful individuals is unacceptable. We would like to 
reiterate that the human rights and the freedom of journalists and human rights 
activists should be respected.  
 
We acknowledge the fact that journalists and civil society leaders have been 
instrumental to the development of Nigeria. Their investigative reports have 
helped to unearth corruption amongst other ills in the society and have led in 
many cases to significant asset recoveries and prevention of grand-scale 
embezzlement when law enforcement has been unable or unwilling to do so.  
 
We would like to restate our commitment to support the rights and freedom of 
every journalists and human rights activists to practice without fear of 
intimidation. We call on these brave professionals not to be discouraged, but to 
continue to serve the Nigerian citizens. 
 
We call on authorities to resist political pressure and operate within the spirit of 
the law. 
 
We all have a responsibility to ensure that the freedom of media is guaranteed 
by law and practice.    
 

 
1 2021 World Press Freedom Index: Journalism, the vaccine against disinformation, blocked in more 
than 130 countries | RSF 
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God Bless the Federal Republic of Nigeria! 

Signed:  
Auwal Ibrahim Musa (Rafsanjani) 
Executive Director CISLAC 
16 P.O.W. Mafemi Crescent, Off Solomon Lar Way, Behind Chida Hotel, Utako 
District, Abuja. Nigeria 
Phone: (234) 0803 384 4646 
Email: cislac@cislacnigeria.net 
Web: http://cislacnigeria.net 


