THE SI NNER

Synopsis :Set in @ obal Economic Crisis Era (2007-08),

Vi ctor, an unenployed man goes for an interview for a
mysterious job. He faces Karen, a recruiting officer who is
so donminating that his questions lead to an unexpected
revel ation of Victor’s dark past.

Legends: Narrator Victor (2015), Victor (2008), Karen
SCENE 1: EXT | CHI LDREN S PARK

A man is sitting over a bench.
Nar r at or

To love is not a sin. M, you, we
don’t choose our feelings. There are
instances in your life which bring
out the inner wild animal and then
you' re okay with it because that
little wild animal becones a part
of you and it deserves to be
synpat hi zed with and you two can
keep your little secrets. Unti
soneone di sturbs the inner

decorum They identify your ani mal,
synpat hize with it nore than you
do, nourish it, make it their pet
and then show it what it is and
show you what you are. And you are
| eft shattered, |lonely. But does
the animal inside you really die?

SCENE: 2 INT | VICTOR S HOUSE

Victor is drinking his coffee and readi ng the newspaper
lying on the table next to him
Nar r at or

2008. d obal Economic Crisis.| had
graduated in April last year and |
had been unenpl oyed for one year
and seven nonths.| had kept | ooking
for jobs, Newspaper Ads. No
success. It was 15th of February,
2008. | cane across this ad in the
newspaper.

Recruiter: Mstic Co.
"Looki ng for HONEST Enpl oyees. Excellent pay. Light Job."
Job Profile : ---
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Time: 09: 00 AM
Venue: B-32, Mystic Co. ,Victoria Street, Bangal ore-47

Cuts the newspaper ad.
Nar r at or

2008. Handful of jobs and too nmany
takers. The conpetition had grown
so fierce that hiring itself was a
task. That’s where they cane in,
the recruiters. These conpanies
acted as recruiters and guarant eed
to pick up the best fromthe |ot.
Mystic Co. was one such firm You
woul dn’t know who woul d actual ly
hire you until you clear the
recruiter firms job interview The
nore they grilled the aspirants the
better was their market val ue and
heftier the sumthey collected from
their clients, that is, the
conpani es which actually hired us.
M ddl emen! Bastards! These sons of
bitches were the only ones who were
doing well even during the Crisis.

Pauses.
And Mystic Co. was one the best
recruiters in the market. There
were too many runors on the streets
about their grilling nethods. |
knew this woul d be tough.

SCENE: 3 | NT | DARK ROOM
Victor | ooks nervous. A man wal ks and sits over next to him

NARRATOR
Next thing | renenber | was sitting
inthis roomwth this heavy
guy. Everything el se, Dark. Pitch
Bl ack. This guy introduces hinself
as the Chief Recruiter. | don't
recal |l his name though.

K
Karen (inaudible) Chief Recruiter.

shakes hands
Honesty is the highest form of
i ntimacy.
( MORE)
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Shout s.

K (cont’ d)
At this firmwe accept anything but
di shonesty. And you are?

VI CTOR
Vi ctor Jose.

K
Agai n?

VI CTOR
Vi ctor Jose.

K
Say again

VI CTOR

Vi ctor Jose.
K
Say it again Victor. At this firm

we accept anything but dishonesty
and you are?

VI CTOR
Victor Jose. | will be honest Sir.
K

Vell, Okay Victor.We will see.

Wel come to Mystic Co. Now let ne
tell you one thing. You tell alie,
you' re outta here. Do you get what
| am sayi ng?

VI CTOR
| do. Yes sir.

K
Louder .

VI CTOR
Yes sir.

K

Okay, Victor then we shall begin
with the interview Not a lie, Ckay
Victor?

VI CTOR

Thi nks and nods.
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(Loud enough, | aughs)

K
What is that?
VI CTOR
Yes Sir.
K
s this funny to you? Am | funny
Victor?
VI CTOR

(Nervous) No Sir.

K
You’' re not supposed to | augh
Victor. You re not supposed to
| augh you pigfuck (louder). Say it
agai n.

VI CTOR
| "Il be honest and I won’t | augh.

K

stares, crooked smle

NARRATOR
By this point of tine |I had known
it won’t be easy to face the rest
of the Interview | had heard
stories and | could see which way
it was | eading.

K

Ckay Victor.
(stops. Looks at the papers.)
So tell nme Victor what is the nost
i mportant thing for you right now?

VI CTOR
Thi s j ob.

K
You sure?

VI CTOR

Very sure sir.

K
Say it again.
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Pause)

(t hi nks,

VI CTOR
Yes sir.

K
Say it again.

VI CTOR
This job is the nost inportant
thing for nme right now.

K
So, you won’t back out?
VI CTOR
Back out of what?
K
(shout s)
This job interview
VI CTOR
NO Sir.
K

Ckay Victor. Then we shall start
Wth the series of questions we
have here. Just answer honestly.
You know how much we | ove honesty
Victor. Don’'t you?

VI CTOR
Yes Sir.
K
Are you a good listener?
VI CTOR
tilts his head)
Yes, Sir.
K
Are you thoughtful of your remarks?
VI CTOR
Yes.
K
Do you consider yourself fit for
t he job?
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Laughs.

Expl odes.

6.
VI CTOR
Yes Sir.
K
Both nentally and physically?
VI CTOR
Yes Sir.
K
Are you sick Victor?
VI CTOR
No Sir.
K

You | ook like a physically fit
person Victor. Are you S-1-CGK sick
Victor, nentally?

VI CTOR
No, Sir. | wonder what nakes you
say that?

K

You Pigfuck! It is nmy job to ask
and yours to answer. Don’t act
smart.

Just answer what you’ re asked or
get the fuck outta here.
Under st and?

VI CTOR
Yes Sir.
K
Are you nentally fit?
VI CTOR
Yes Sir.
K

Is your |life a struggle?

VI CTOR
No.
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Thi nks,

| gnor es,

ti

K

Is your life a struggle?
VI CTOR

No.
K

I's your life a struggle?
VI CTOR

Yes.
K

Do you find it easy to be fair?
VI CTOR

Its his head

Um .. No.
K

Are you a good team worker?
VI CTOR

Yes, Sir.
K

How do you know?
VI CTOR

Sir, I was a part of...
K

nterrupts m dway
Do you find interest in your
co- wor kers?

VI CTOR
Yes.

K
Do you find interest in your
co-wor kers?

VI CTOR
Yes.

K
Sexual | y?
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VI CTOR
(Strongly)

K
Are you concerned with the
i mpressi on you make?

VI CTOR
Yes.

K
Okay. Thanks. You may | eave.

VI CTOR
What? That’'s it? | had heard
stories. Do | have the job?

K
No. That’'s it for you. You think
too hard. You interrupt. You are
anbi val ent. You’ re concerned nore
about your inmage. More than honesty.

VI CTOR
No, No, No... | really need this
job. You gotta ask ne nore
guestions. | amready. Conme on,
pl ease.

K

Ckay. Could you answer the next
series of questions w thout
bl i nki ng your eyes? Wthout Fear?

Wt hout reluctance?

VI CTOR
Yes. Yes. Yes. .
K
Answer as qui ckly as you can.
VI CTOR
Yes.
K

Ckay. Starting now, you' re not to
blink.l1f you blink we go back to
start.
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VI CTOR
(Bl'i nks )

K
I nfri ngenent. You blinked.

VI CTOR

Tries very hard to open both we eyes. Uses his hands to open
the eyes w de.

(Pause)
K
Are you nentally fit?
VI CTOR
Yes
K

Do you show interests in your
co-wor kers?

VI CTOR
Yes.

K
Sexual | y?

VI CTOR
Depends.

K
Depends on what ?

VI CTOR
Man or wonan.

K
Do you like nmen?

VI CTOR
No.

K
Do you like children?

VI CTOR
Yes.

K
Sexual | y?
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VI CTOR
(Bl'i nks, breathes heavily)

K
| nfringenent. You blinked.

VI CTOR

shout s.
Fuck!

(Slaps hinself three tines)
K
Back to the start. This is your
| ast chance Victor.
VI CTOR

Breat hs heavily. Then uses his hands again to keep his eyes
wi de open.

K
Are you nentally fit?
VI CTOR
(1 ooks numb and confi dent)
No.
K
Do you like nmen?
VI CTOR
(1 ooks nunb and confi dent)
No.
K
Do you like children?
VI CTOR
(1 ooks nunb and confident.)
Yes.
K
Sexual | y?
VI CTOR
(1 ooks numb and confi dent)
Yes.
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K
Are you |ying?
VI CTOR
No.
K

Have you had sex with anyone inside
your famly?

VI CTOR
Yes.
K
Who?
VI CTOR
My cousin Jasm ne.
K
Are you |ying?
VI CTOR
No.
K
Are you a liar?
VI CTOR
Yes.
K
How ol d were you?
VI CTOR
19.
K
How ol d was she?
VI CTOR
11.
K

How many tinmes have you had sex
with Jasm ne?

VI CTOR
Once.

K
Where is your dad?
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VI CTOR
| don’t know. W don't talk
K
| s that because of that incident?
VI CTOR
Yes.
K
Where is your nother?
VI CTOR
( Doesn’t blink. Stares. Says
not hi ng.)
K
Where is your nother?
VI CTOR
Loony Bi n.
K
Is she a mental patient?
VI CTOR
Yes.
K
| s she psychotic?
VI CTOR
(shout s)
Yes.
K
Do you still talk to Jasm ne?
VI CTOR
(shouts)
K
Why not ?
VI CTOR
(shout s)

Because ny uncle won't |et ne.
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13.

K
Have you tried to kidnap her?

VI CTOR
(shouts)

K
WIIl you kidnap her?

VI CTOR
| may.

K
How cone you have had sex with her?

VI CTOR
| love her. She |oves ne too.
have seen her growing in front of

my eyes. | took care of her. | wll
take care of her. | "Il marry her
and we will el ope. Somewhere far

fromthis insane world. She is a ny
l[ittle flower. And | deserve to
snell my flower. | fed her. I own
her. She is so beautiful. | deserve
her nore than anyone does. She is
nmy soul -mate. We belong to the sanme
famly, that’s not our fault. I am
not a pedophile. She' |l be the sanme
to nme even if she is a two year old
kid or a hundred year ol d wonan.
She will be ny lover &1 wll be

her I over.
K
(Reaches out to hold his
hand.)
Do you really | ove her?
VI CTOR
(Cries)
Yes.
K
Do you think she | oves you?
VI CTOR:
(Cries)

Yes
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K
Does she | ove you?
VI CTOR
(Cries, blinks)
(Silence prevails for a couple
of seconds.)
K
You're hired. National Crine
Bur eau.

CUT TO
SCENE 1: EXT| CHI LDREN S PARK

NARRATOR
As it turned out, the whole room
was Wi red and the guy was an agent
fromthe National Crinme Bureau, a
secret Governnent Agency which
wor ked under the nanme Mystic Co.

Jail-term Seven years. | have
served ny tine. | amfree. | tried
doing everything | could to find
her. Found no trace of her.
Jasmne, love of ny life. No
regrets. There is Ana. She visits
this park every evening. It’s about
tinme.

(Looks at his watch)
What a beauty! Jasm ne cones back
tony life every tinme Ana sits on
nmy |ap. Anal \Wat a beauty!



