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Authors’ Preface

HIS BOOK secks to provide a balanced and reasonable statement upon the past, present, and

future of the aborigines of Australia. We have not, however, attempted to conceal our sym-
pathy for the plight of the Dark Australians, and we hope we have communicated something of
our own feelings in the closely integrated text and photographs. If the book has a general theme,
it is man’s astonishing incapacity to understand that all men are not made in the same cultural
image, that groups outside one’s own have different ways and habits that are their means of sur-
vival, not merely curiousor naive customs that can safely be eliminated without harming the human
beings who hold to them.

In a sense it can be said that Douglass Baglin has been primarily responsible for the photog-
raphy and David R. Moore for the writing. But we have in fact worked together so closely on
the book that it is, in the fullest sense of the word, a collaboration.

While the book’s preparation involved consulting the usual formal sources—books, studies,
archives—the ultimate point of reference has been the Dark Australians themselves, among whom
we both have lived and worked for a number of years. Many other Australians have aided and
wonderfully abetted us in our task. Among them we would particularly like to thank the following:
the Reverend Douglas Belcher, of Mornington Island; the Reverend Mr. VShcpherdson and David
Morris, of Elcho Island; Peter Baillicu; Dr. John Cawte, of the University of New South Wales;
Barry Allwright, of Everard Station; David and Judy Goslett, of Mitchell River; Colonel Michael
Casey, of Groote Eylandt; Harry Giese and Ted Milliken, of the Northern Territory Welfare De-
partment; the Fisher brothers of Pine Creck; Eddie Connellan and Christine Davy, of Connel-
lan Airways; Wal and Rita Olsen, of Bonny Creck; and, lastly, Elaine Baglin, who has been

deeply involved in this book from its inception and who typed the final manuscript.

AUTHORS PREFACE

7



1 Thursday Is.
Melville Is. Millingimbi Wessel Is.
Bathurst Is. EIChO Is.
Darwin Yirrkala
Oenpelli
Chasm Is. Weipa ‘
El Sharana Groote Eylandt N
Mornington ls. Cooktown
!\R/l_itchell
Mt. House  OrdR. o ;
Brunette Downs o Cairg
Broome Derby Halls Ck. Yarrabah Mission
Tennant Ck.
Lagrange Nicholson
Mt. Isa
i rings
Hermannsburg Mission AICSEHI
Tempe Downs Santa Teresa
Mt. Everard L
Brisbane
Andamooka Milparinka Wee Waa
Euriowie Ebor
Perth :
Broken Hill Maitland
Molong
Parkes
Adelaide Sydney
Goulburn
Canberra
Melbourne
Flinders Is.

Mt. Cameron West

Hobart




The Land and the Dreamtime












-
e %
x - i

g
2
Lo
23
-

. N - .
e A S

4 o
CRNR I F : \ :
".‘ Pl \% -8 PN
R AT RS ‘@}‘ :
: A o




10

catures of the land as we know them today, and all the living creatures, had been
wen finally the ancestors of the Dreamtime ercated the aboriginal people them-

¢ land and emoy all that was in it.
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. And as they vanished, sometimes the ancestors left behind their forms, in the shape of unusual

he walls of caves, or engraved outlines on flat rock surfaces, for the Dark

igures on t

rocks, painted f

People to see and ponder.
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Sacred engravings, Euriowte. = Sacred churinga stones, Halls Creek.

The myths and legends telling of these creative acts of the heroes and heroines of the Dreamtime
have been passed down through thousands of gencrations, over many millenniums of time. They
have been recited in solemn chant to the young men of each generation by the initiated men of the
previous generation and acted out in dance-drama during the great cycles of initiation rituals in
which each youth of the tribe was re-created as an adult man. Until recent times these stories con-
stituted a total system of belief for the aboriginal people—an cxplanation of the universe, of the
tribal territories, and of the animate and inanimate features of the countryside, a validation and

reinforcement of the workings of aboriginal society, a book of rules for conduct in normal and

THE LAND AND THE DREAMTIME
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A churinga from central Australia. The incised carvings represent journeys of the ancestors of the Dreamtime. At initia-
tion ceremonies, such sacred stones were brought from hiding places by the old men and their legends were explained and
repeated to the young men. Thus the legends were preserved and handed on correctly.

<4 Cave paintings, El Sharana.
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events of the Dreamtime had taken place, these events were commemorated in chant and dance-
drama, in the touching up of cave paintings and the repairing of rock engravings, and in the bring-
ing out of sacred objects from their hiding places. During these ceremonies, the events of the Dream-
time were re-created, and the performers believed that they actually, in spirit, became the totemic
ancestors for the duration of the performance. Hence these rituals were ecstatic, highly sacred, and
totally secret; women and uninitiated boys were usually strictly excluded, on pain of death. The
reenactment of these myths and legends was believed to ensure the continuance of all species, of the
cosmos, of the whole aboriginal way of life. Once a boy had undergone initiation, during which, in
addition to learning the myths and ceremonies, he often had to undergo severe ordeals to fit him
for manhood, he had a definite place and status in everyday life, and his spirit would return to the
ancestors after death.

" Looked at in this way, the concept of the Dreamtime contains within itself the past, present, and
future; it is both temporal and eternal. This is a philosophical view of considerable complexity and
sophistication, and it is obvious that it must have evolved from the wisdom and intuition of many
men over a considerable period of time. That it was a general belief throughout aboriginal Australia
also indicates that it was probably of great antiquity, and this is reinforced by the fact that in some
tribes the language of the rituals was an -archaic one, incomprehensible to later generations until
translated by the old men. Although details of individual legends and ceremonies varied greatly from
onc part of the continent to another, the underlying belief in the Dreamtime, the great creative
Golden Age of long ago and here and now, was nevertheless universal. Possibly it was brought to

Australia by the first aboriginal people who reached the continent.

THE LAND AND THE DREAMTIME
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The Aboriginal Past




FACES OF THE PEOPLE
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Derby, northwestern Australia. 28 Brunette Downs, Northern Territory.

The Australian aborigines are a remarkably homogeneous people, as may be
seen_from the marked physical similarity between individuals from widely
separated parts of the continent shown on this and the next few pages.

’
<
—— {
Vlitchell River, northern Queensland.
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3 Groote Eylandt, northern Australia. 32 Yarrabah, northeastern Queensland.

P o .
Musgrave Ranges, South Australia. 3 Elcho Island, Northern Territory.
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% Aborigines of Elcho Island and Groote Eylandt, northern Australia.

‘ N 7‘HO WERE THESE Dark People who were found inhabiting the whole Australian continent when

the first Europeans arrived on its shores? Where had they come from, and how long had
they been there? These three questions have concerned and puzzled anthropologists and other
thinking people in all parts of the world ever since the existence of the Australian aborigines first
became known. The final answers have not yet been found, though many clues have come to light
in cver-increasing researches carried out during the past fifty years By archacologists, social and
physical anthropologists, and linguistic experts. In this section the results of some of this rescarch
will be summarized.

The aboriginal Australians are a brown-skinned people with dark brown wavy hair and rather
deep-sunk brown eyes. They are of medium height, the men averaging about five and a half fect,
well built and muscular, with ample body hair. Since they differ considerably in their physical
characteristics from the three main racial groupings—Caucasoid, Mongoloid, and Negroid—the
Australian aborigines have been assigned to a separate group, known as the Australoid, which is

generally taken to be a survival of an archaic form of the Caucasoid race.

THE ABORIGINAL PAST
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4 Wessel Island, northern Australia. e Arnhem Land, Northern Territory.

Fhere are certain other small groups of aboriginal peoples in South India, Ceylon, and Southeast

a who resemble the Austrahian aborigines physically and are also classed as Australoid, but no

finite connection has been established by blood-grouping or any other biological method. It is

ossible, however, that each of these groups may be relics of an carlier population of southern
become differentiated genetically over a great period of time.

n the other hand, the Austrahan aborigines themselves seem to be a remarkably homogencous

N. Tindale of South Australia, J. Birdsell of the United States, and others have

wated the view (known as the tri-hybrid theory) that there were three quite separate

\ ia by different groups, recent work in the fields of physical anthropology and
ngly that all present-day aborigines come from the same original stock.

racial mixing on the north coast-as a result of visits by Indonesian trepang

LLand and the Kimberleys and through trading with the Melanesians across Torres

it neither of these contacts seems to go back more than a few hundred



FOREIGN INFLUENCES ON THE NORTH COAST

o Sailing vessels represented in 4“4 A Macassan-type dugout canoe, used throughout
cave paintings, Wessel Island. northern Arnhem Land and the Gulf of Carpentaria.
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Macassan smoking pipe, widely = Cave painting representing recent visits
used on the north coast. by Japanese pearlers, Wessel Island.
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Although organic material survives rarely in archacological contexts in Australia, stone imple-
ments are available in stratified sites of considerable antiquity. The intensive archaeological work of
recent years has distinguished distinct changes in aboriginal stone technology over a time span of
more than twenty thousand years. In a number of major excavations it has been found that an carlier
stone industry, characterized by rather large pebble and core-and-flake tools, is overlaid by an
advanced blade and microlithic tradition. The change-over scems to have occurred at different
times in various parts of the continent but is generally dated to somewhere around 3000 B.c. In-
dustries somewhat similar to the earlier pebble and core Australian material have been identified
in Southeast Asia, but it is uncertain whether the later backed-blade tradition is due to influences
from outside Australia or was a local technological advance. Considerably more scientific work and
archacological investigation in Indonesia and Malaysia will be necessary before these problems can
be elucidated.

THE ABORIGINAL PAST 39



i< TASMANIA

IN SEARCH OF THE PAST »

Within Australia, however, it is possible that study
of the prehistory and technology of the previous in-
habitants of Tasmania may throw light on earlier
developments on the mainland. The Tasmanian ab-
origines, who became extinct in 1876 (although some
mixed-blood descendants still survive on Flinders
Island), were considered until recently to have be-
longed to a totally different race from that of the
mainland pcople. Many experts thought that they
had affinities with some of the Melanesian peoples to
the north of Australia, and it was believed that they

had preceded the Australian aborigines on the main-

land and later been absorbed or destroyed except in

—
One of the last surviving descendants of the Tasmanian
aborigines, who live on Flinders Island in Bass Strait, be- Tasmania, where they were preserved by the flood-

(ween Australia and Tasmania. . L.
o ing of Bass Strait in about 10,000 B.c., after the

. conclusion of the final glaciation. Analternate theory

| mass grave of the earlier Tasmanians on Flinders Island.
was that they were descendants of a group who
drifted down the eastern coast of Australia and

made a landfall in Tasmania after its scverance from

/

the continent.

However, the recent work by Macintosh already
referred to has led him to the conclusion that in all
essential features the Tasmanians resembled the
mainland aborigines more than they did any other
peoples. What differences were present were quite
consistent with genetic drift, which could casily have

operated among a small group of Australian aborigi-

nes isolated for some twelve thousand years from
contact with the people of the mainland. This view
1s borne out by the fact that the people of Tasmania
P ;}j-i“‘"" L5 7, possessed a number of weapons, tools, and customs
identical with those of the mainland, whereas they

lacked a number of important mainland artifacts,




Excavating an ancient rock shelter in eastern New South Wales. The aborigines used such shelters both for living quarters
and for making lools during either wel or very hot weather. The prehistory of Australia is slowly being elucidated by

analyzing the debris of lools, waste stone flakes, and food remains from such siles.
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Anoth be of aboriginal living-site that occurs commonly is the shell-midden, found along coasts, lagoons, and rivers.
H heof ' | the close of day to eal the shellfish collected by the women. Quver the centuries, the discarded
ed to form the muiddens. These two photographs show some particularly large middens at
Cape York Peninsula. One of the biggest was excavated in 1963 and found to be only about

Cu aborigines helped in the work of elucidating their own prehistory.




Aboriginal burial sites often provide valuable evidence about the past. They frequently come to light in coastal sand dunes
and in inland claypans and sandhills, but excavation and the removal of skeletal materials for laboratory study are ex-

tremely difficult to carry out efficiently. Also, many discoveries of aboriginal skeletons are unfortunately not reported and
hence cannot be scientifically investigated. Nor does bone usually survive well in Australian environments.
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Some of the tools of the earlier archaeological period — handaxes made from split and flaked pebbles, chunky scrapers and chop-

pers, ground-edged axes, and a core lool.

['he new stone industry, which seems to have been introduced or invented in Australia about five thousand years ago. The new
tradition included backed blades and geometric microliths, uniface and biface points, small adzes and scrapers, and
various ground-edged implements. It seems to have continued up to the time of European contact, though later periods saw a
decline tn workmanship.




Aboriginal burial grounds, Tibooburra.




S also provide clues to the distant past. Here a linguistics expert records the language of
! ' aler be sindied and analyzed. The relationships between present-day languages
rmation aboul [’)1‘\/ events.




such as the spearthrower, boomerang, and bark canoe. The assumption is, then, that these were in-
vented or adopted by the mainlanders some time after Tasmania was cut off from Australia.

To sum up the evidence concerning the origin and prehistory of the Australian aborigines, present
indications are that an ancestral group or groups arrived on the north coast of the Australian
mainland from somewhere in Southeast Asia during the final Pleistocene glaciation. They gradually
increased and spread throughout the continent, forming tribal groupings and adapfing to the vary-
ing environments. By 20,000 B.c. at the latest, most of the continent was occupied. With the fairly
rapid rise in sea level due to the melting of the northern icecap after about 10,000 B.c., those groups
who inhabited the coast as it was then must slowly have been forced inland, until the coastline as-
sumed its present conformation. Probbably, then, the carliest archacological sites lie far beneath the
sca and may only be found by underwater archacologists. In Tasmania a small group was cut off
by about 10,000 B.c. and subsequently developed along somewhat different lines from the main-
landers, who presumably were affected by later contacts from outside via the northern coast.

Northeastern Australia was finally severed from New Guinea between 8000 and 6000 B.c. It should

be stated here that no evidence has been obtained so far of any Australian aboriginal occupation of

the New Guinea mainland, though it is known that the central highlands of Papua were occupied,
presumably by a Meclanesian-type people, by about 20,000 B.c. The general indications at present
are that the Australian aborigines must have crossed to northwestern Australia from the castern
part of the Indonesian archipelago without reaching New Guinea and that the occupation of Mel-
anesia by a totally different people took place not long afterwards, possibly by a different route
from the northwest.

The question 1s often asked: Why, since they had long contact with the agricultural and herding
cultures of both the Indonesians and Melanesians to the north, did the Australian aborigines
never progress beyond hunting and collecting? The answer 1s simple: There are no indigenous
plants or animals in Australia that are suitable for domestication. Even since European settlement
no endemic species has been commercially domesticated for food: all economic crops and livestock

have been introduced from abroad.

THE ABORIGINAL PAST
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[ in domesticating and herding kangaroos, emus, or
Why did the Australian aborigines never become farmers?
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THEY TRAVELED LIGHT

Men’s gear.

l) THEIR SOCIAL ORGANIZATION was disrupted by the intrusion of European scttlers mto
) the nds, the aboriginal Austrahans are behieved to have numbered about 300,000 and
nto some seven hundred wribes or distinet groupings with differing dialects. These
! re most numerous around the coasts and along the main river systems, and

I mmterior of the continent. The way of hife varied greatly according to the ecology

t the underlymge basis of existence was uniform throughout the land.

| that the aboriginal people were hunters and gatherers and, of course,
peoj g

i cant that they were basically nomadic, though m some arcas of prolific
casion become almost sedentary. Normally the members of a tribe

' ther: the ¢ sphit up into local groups with specific areas from which
ips usually consisted of one or more related families who

to the availability of food. They traveled hight, with only

| 1 thhe men the geai l|t-||||‘I”\ cOn i\l‘(ll-[ \l)('.ll'.\l)l'.ll"hl'(’)\\('X",



63

Women's vear.
S

stone axe, shield, small dilly bag, and possibly boomerang; for women, with babies to carry, the
outfit was even lighter—digging stick, coolamon (a wooden dish), and large shoulder-slung dilly
bag. Other items, such as large grindstones for making flour from grass seeds and various forms of
shelter, were left at regular camping places to be used again when the time came to revisit the arca.

Generally the menfolk looked after the hunting of larger game, such as kangaroo and emu, and
were also responsible for spear fishing and deep-sca fishing. The women, who provided the bulk
of the diet, spent their days collecting sceds, fruits, roots, small marsupials, reptiles, and shellfish;
they also did most of the line fishing for small sea- and f{resh-water species. Cooking was largely
done by the men, on open wood fires, but the women ground and prepared the seeds and nuts to
make cakes for baking in the ashes.

The aborigines wore little or no clothing, since the climate did not call for it. In the colder southern
regions, in winter they sometimes wore cloaks and slept under rugs made of kangaroo or possuin

skins sewn together, but normally both men and women wore no more than a stout belt of plaited

THE OLD LIFE O/



THEY HUNTED »

human or animal hair into which weapons or tools could be pushed when not needed, with oc-
casionally a small apron or tassel in front and behind. They were, however, very fond of decorating
themselves, both for daily adornment and, more elaborately, for ritual purposes. Sccular body
decoration included headbands with innumecrable embellishments, earrings of shell or bone, nose
pegs, decorative cicatrices cut into the chest, back, stomach, and thighs, and ochers to color hair,
face, and other parts of the body.

The coastal and river people had elaborate fishing gecar—lines and shell hooks, multipronged
fishing spears, a varicty of nets, and canoes made of sheets of bark sewn together and caulked with
gum. In the north the dugout canoe, with or without outrigger, was used for hunting dugong,
sharks, and other offshore fish.

Fire was made in a variety of ways—by saw, plow, spun wooden point, or striking sparks from
ironstone—but the labor of making and operating such devices was normally obviated by carrying
a firestick of smouldering bark from camp to camp. :

Early observers were misled by the apparent simplicity of the aborigines’ material possessions
into thinking that they lived just like animals, moving here and there aimlessly in search of food. It is
only quite recently that we have come to a full realization of the remarkable elaboration of their
social system, the complexity of their esoteric life, and their almost perfect adaption to their envi-
ronment, all of which arose from and was maintained by the concept of the Dreamtime.

As alrcady mentioned, every tribe was divided into totemic clans, the members of which believed

they were descended from a common Dreamtime ancestor. In some parts of the continent these
clans were grouped mto two moieties or subtribal groupings; clsewhere there were four or even
cight sections or subdivisions of the tribe. Membership in these subdivisions gave each person a
definite place in the social structure, ordained which group a marriage partner should come from,
determmed the part a man would play in the great ceremonial cycles, and, in short, regulated life
from birth to death, and even further.

¢ THRE OLD LIFI



Pukmg up amimal tracks in the soft sand of the Kimberleys re-
quires acute observation.
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With his spear ready in the spearthrower, a hunter pursues a kan- 8 A hunter in Arnhem Land has smeared himself with clay, both for
garoo. camouflage and to conceal his scent from the game.
Hunters in the Kimberleys rub themselves with mud from anthills
A lucky hunter with three kangaroos. s JOT the same purpose.
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A boy with his catch of a baby kangaroo—a pet for a few days,
after which it will be eaten.




72 Multipronged fishing spears used to be lipped with bone or stingray
barbs. Nowadays fencing wire is_found more effective.
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70 result of contact with Indonesians and 73 Poised to strike. The coastal dwellers are extraordinarily adept at
it canoe was widely used for offshore fishing. spearing fish_from a canoe or in the water.
vas the dugong or “‘seacow,” a Turtles are fairly easily caught in tropical northern watcrs and are
, ! plenty of flesh and fat. delicious when cooked in their own shells.
74
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15 A Barrier Reef turtle that will provide a feast for a whole Jamaly.




9 THEY FISHED

The system of law and government was also dependent on the clan organization and hence,
ultimately, upon the cvents of the Dreamtime. Matters affecting a whole tribe were decided in
consultation between those men appropriately placed in the ritual life. This meant that the con-
sultative group differed according to the matter under consideration. Similarly, affairs of law and
order within the local group would be in the hands of the initiated clansmen of the parties concerned.

“This social system was understood from carly childhood, so that no boy or girl, no man or woman,
had the slightest doubt about how he should behave toward every other person in the tribe, or
even, since the same system in onc form or another extended over the entire continent, toward
persons in other tribes. Naturally there were occasional individuals who tried to break out of the
system—most commonly by cloping with a mate allotted to somecone else—but in the old days
this usually meant death unless the clopement was very efficiently carried out and the couple
could be accepted into another tribe a considerable distance away.

In most tribes there was an important individual known as the karadji (generally rendered in
English as “medicine man’), who to some extent stood outside the normal clan system and laws.
He was called in when revenge magic or healing magic was required. Medicine men underwent
a rigorous training in which they often had trancelike experiences and believed that their spirits
traveled far away from their bodies. As well as being versed in esoteric and magical matters, med-
icinc men generally knew a good deal about natural remedies, and there are many well-documented
cases of their curing seriously ill persons. Such cures were cffected by a combination of genuine
treatment, sleight-of-hand to remove the supposed cause, and curative magic. Equally well au-
thenticated are cases of death caused by the magic of medicine men, such as the well-known bone-
pointing.

Intertribal disputes were dealt with cither by surprise revenge expeditions, which sometimes
brought about a state of continuous feuding, or else by a form of ceremonial battle. In the latter

casc, the able-bodied men of both tribes lined up, with every weapon in the armory and, urged

THE OLD LIFE 55
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THEY COLLECTED. The bulk of the aboriginal diet was composed of what could be collected—usually

by women—nuts, fruits, shellfish, and the like. Today, with European foods readily available, the prized items

the old diet have become special treats and are gathered by all. Photo 76, gathering cycad nuts. The cycad is a sur-

1/ ery early form of tree; its nuls are poisonous unless leached in running water for several days. Photo 77,

rching for honey. These men on Elcho Island are probing the base of a palm tree in hopes of finding a recess con-
“sugarbag,” the highly prized dark honeycomb of the indigenous wild bee.




CAMP LIFE. Few aboriginal groups now live entively in the traditional way. This man and his two wives, how-
ever, still live off the land in the Everard Ranges. Although European clothes and metal cooking pots are much in
evidence, the man still hunis with spear and spearthrower, while the women collect and grind wild grain and seeds on
grindstones. The usual dogs still hang around the camp waiting for the odd scrap of food. Altogether, this scene repre-
sents a sad come-down from the old days when the people looked proud and dignified in their nakedness and when only
natural objects littered the camps.

THE OLD LIFE
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youth Wales. The framework appears to have been
cell in the dry air of the arid
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A temporary shelter for women and children in northern Arnhem Land. Again European goods are in evidence, but the
shelter and the activities are traditional. Not nearly so substantial as more permanent shelters like that on the facing
page, such hastily built shelters provided refuge from the burning sun.
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wboriginal camp life there is always activity. The man (82) carries a large bundle of firewood into camp. The woman

15 gathered rushes for making mals and baskets. The huts (84) are typical of the temporary shelters put up along

the coasts of Arnhem Land, especially in the wet season of the northwest monsoon.




Camp actwities, as seen here, include the making of hunting spears (Groote Eylandt), weaving beautiful open-work mats
used for sitting or for babies to crawl on (northeast Arnhem Land), or the amusements the older children always find
Sor themselves. Here the boys of Mornington Island have found a live turtle to play with.




CEREMONIAL p

-

on by the women and children, let fly at ecach other with spears and boomerangs. So skilled and
quick at evasion were the men, with their lifetime’s hunting experience, that serious casualties
were rare. In these ceremonial battles, as soon as blood was drawn by either side, honor was sat-
isfied and a ceremony of reconciliation was danced and sung. On some occasions, single represen-
tatives of the two tribes engaged in individual combat under similar conditions.

The only time large numbers of aborigines gathered together was when the great initiation
ceremontes were held, and this depended to some extent on the availability of considerable quan-
tities of food mn onc particular locality. Hence the ceremonies, like all other aspects of aboriginal
life, were governed by the seasons.

When there were a sufficient number of youths ready to become men, the ritual leaders would
send messengers to neighboring tribes to summon them to the appropriate ritual center and would
start planning the food supply. In due course the tribes would gather and establish their camps
in the correct topographical arrangement. Within each camp too, cach local group had its correct
position, and within the local group cach individual had his appointed place.

The more complex ceremonies, involving claborate headdresses and body makeup, cxtensive
ground markings, arrangements of stones, designs cut into trees, or the making of large ritual
objects, often took wecks or even months of preparation. The ceremonies themselves also often
continued for a considerable period, particularly if they involved the reenactment of a whole series
of interrelated myths. Each section or act of the drama would be performed by the appropriate
clansmen of the various tribes taking part. Often too the food supply might run short, in which
case the men would interrupt the series to range far afield after game, while the women would be
out collecting seeds, fruit, fish, and shellfish.

Although women and children were usually excluded from the rituals, and the young men
undergoing initiation were sccluded for long periods, these ceremonial assemblies were times of
general excitement and recrcation, when friendships were renewed and old scores settled. Often
they culminated in a sort of saturnalia in which all normal restraints were cast aside and everyone
took part, before dividing up once again into normal groupings and returning to their tribal ter-
ritories for another year’s cycle of hunting and collecting the various foods in their seasons.

\boriginal life, when the season was good, was pleasant and fulfilling, with ample food shared

out fairly according to tribal rules, with the next cycle of ceremonies to look forward to, with light-

hearted secular songs and dances around the camp fires at night, with courtship and marriage,
birth and death, quarrels and reconciliations to break up the monotony of the everlasting lood
quest. And when scasons were bad—well, one went hungry and hoped forsbetter times.

Preparing for a sacred ritual at Mitchell River. Such preparations >
OLD LIF] are considered part of the ceremony and are taken very seriously.
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Less serious rituals are known as corroborees or “‘camp dances.” Here young men of Mornington Island (90, 92) have
[finished their makeup for the evening’s corroboree and pass the time playing poker and putling the final touches on a
spear. Dancers near Alice Springs (91) wail in full regalia for the dancing to begin.




ual killing of an enemy of the tribe. The miming of such events,

7 »
and tense.




Scenes from ceremonies at Derby (96) and an Elcho Island (97-98).
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MORTUARY. Burial ceremonies varied greatly from region to region. On Elcho and Melville islands ( 100-1)
elaborate grave posts were carved and painted with the dead man’s totems. In northeastern {rnhem Land (102) hollow
log coffins were painted and used as receplacles for the deceased’s bones. During a burial ceremony various totemic objects
were used. In the group shown here the totems represent a goose and a_yam. The bark armlet in the foreground was worn

by the chief mourner.




of ancient burial and ceremonial grounds all oz

ver Australia. The carved tree or dendroglyph (103)
bl llA ¢ 1S ON¢ 11/ ,,l’,l/ /:{(' \//// ‘//”H//'H,L,,:

such trees marked graves or initiation grounds. The stone

Wount House were the tracks followed by youths during initiation ceremonies. The remarkable stone
»-0) near Ebor almost certainly were part of a ““bora ground,” one of the permanent initiation areas,
and children and used annually to initiate youths into full membership of the tribe.
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ART OF THE ROCK FACES. A tribesman at El Sharana solemnly contemplates a rock-shelter painting
of a totemic spirit ancestor who is said lo have disappeared into the rock at this place. In the old days such sacred and
secret paintings were periodically touched up during special ceremonzes.

THE OLD LIFE /5




Yuendumu in central Australia, the scene of solemn ceremontes of the
orated in the paintings. The serpent is repainted before each cere-
dress the serpent as if it were a living being. There is

addadre

ng repainted, and there is an urgent need to find

ck art 1s engraving. In western New South Wales
are covered with literally thousands of pecked-out figures.
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Paintings on Groote Eylandt representing spirit ancestors
and totemi¢ animals. Often such paintings combine hu-
man and animal forms in such bewildering ways that,
if the modern aborigines of the region no longer preserve
their lore, it is difficult to interpret them.

A close-up view of the painting shown on page 74.

Hand stencils on Chasm Usland, first reported by Mal-

thew Flinders, who sighted them while surveying the notth

coast in the Investigator in 1803, Such stencils, which

are found throughout the continent, are made by filling

the mouth with liquid ocher, placing the hand on the
lace, and hlowing the ocher all around .




A tribal elder of Wessel Island returns to an ancestral cave to relouch the totemic paintings. He grinds and mixes his
ochers with water and applies them with a cane brush, teased out and chewed at the end. In Photo 116, older designs
have been overpainted with a fishing lugger in white. Aboriginal art reflects not only the distant past but also more recent
happenings, such as visits by Indonesians and Europeans to the north coast.
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), a Wandjina creator spirit. Photo 120, a rainbow serpent, which brings the
mitiated men who have performed ceremonies there.
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A remarkable painting at Noarlangie. A turile is shown from the underside with anatomical features done in X-ray
style. The significance of this style, which is unique to northern Arnhem Land, is not fully under stood.
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