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The Gender Binary and American Empire 
 
Spring 2022 
Tuesday and Thursday, 4:30-5:45PM 
Krieger Laverty Room & on Zoom 
Course # AS.100.396 (01) 

 

 
 

Figure 1. Photograph of We'Wha, c. 1879-1894, via the Getty Museum 

 
Professor Jules Gill-Peterson 
Pronouns: she/her/her’s 
Office: Gilman 329 
Office Hours: Thursday, 2:00PM-3:30PM, or by appointment 
Email: jgillpe1@jh.edu  
 
 
This discussion-based seminar explores some of the ways that the sex and gender binary was 
produced out of colonialism and statecraft in Americas and particularly through US imperialism. 
The course will loosely cover the period from the fifteenth century to present, but will focus 
primarily on the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. We will consider US imperialism as a form 
of racialized gender and sexual governance, both domestically in its settler form, as well as in 
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Hawaii, the Caribbean, and the Pacific. What happens to the study of the modern gender binary 
if it is treated as a transnational artefact of US imperialism’s encounters with, and subjugations 
of, a multitude of cultures and nations that have survived the experience? 
 
This is a writing intensive course that will involve learning history research methods. 
 
Learning objectives: 
 

• To survey a range of transnational historical and historiographical sources on gender and 
colonialism in the Americas, as well as US imperialism around the world. You will explore 
how to combine a range of different periods and areas of historical and interdisciplinary 
research, rather than following a preset narrative. 

• To use history to think theoretically about gender, race, and colonialism. And to use 
theories of gender, race, and colonialism, in turn, to think about the practice and writing 
of history. 

• To do historical research and write a short paper contributing to the scholarly debates in 
this subject area. 

 
Readings: 
 
There are no books required for this course. All readings will be made available in electronic 
format through Blackboard, either as scanned PDFs or online links. 
 
 
Assignments and Grades: 
 
Attendance and Participation  15 points  
Primary Source Interpretation 15 points 
Final Paper Proposal   15 points 
Research Report   10 points 
Peer Review    15 points 
Final Paper    25 points 
Paper Presentation (in class)  5 points 
 
Participation (15 points): This is a qualitative grade, not a mathematical one. Our class is a 
seminar and relies on vibrant discussion. If you prepare for class by reading and taking notes, you 
can use those to prompt and reinforce your participation in discussion, to pose questions, or to 
try to answer questions posed by your peers and by me. Aim to bring one thing to class each 
session to share with the group if you are unsure how best to strategize for this part of your 
grade. Respond to your peers and offer thoughts, questions, confusions, and other interventions 
in the moment, as well. Our classroom is a space where we are all free to be vulnerable and 
exploratory in our participation, rather than sure of everything we are saying before we say it. 
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Primary Source Interpretation (15 points): This assignment, due during Week 4, asks you to offer 
an interpretive reading of a primary source document concerning a colonial encounter between 
European colonizers and indigenous people. Drawing on the secondary sources we have read, 
the supplementary readings, and our classroom discussions, you will closely read one of the 
primary source documents from Thursday February 17th’s readings list. Answer the following 
question: do the colonizers seem to be acting from a belief in a gender binary in their encounters 
and clashes with indigenous people? You will need to use textual evidence from the primary 
source, contextualized and supported by readings, to make your case. Your interpretation should 
be no longer than two pages, double spaced.  
 
Due date: Thursday, February 17, by 4:30PM. Submit on Blackboard. 
 
Final Paper Proposal (15 points; automatic full credit if you complete this assignment): You will 
write up a three-page (double-spaced) proposal for your research term paper this semester. You 
are free to work on any time period and geographical location related to the course. Your 
proposal should have three components: 
 
1. A provisional title for the paper and an abstract. An abstract is a one paragraph description of 
what you intend to research and explore in your paper. Introduce the topic and describe its 
scope (with relevant info like time period, geography, key figures, and so on). Offer a provisional 
argument, hypothesis, question, or problem that your paper intends to examine. 
 
2. A research proposal: in one paragraph, or a bullet point list, explain what sort of research you 
will need to undertake to write this paper. Identify archives or special collections in which you 
would like to work (pandemic permitting; many good quality archival sources are available 
online), or other collections of primary sources that will form the core of your original research. 
 
3. An annotated bibliography: identify three secondary sources that will help guide you with 
broader historical context, the historiography on your subject (if any exists), and relevant 
theories or other interdisciplinary scholarship you might need. Provide a full citation (in Chicago 
style) and then a short annotation of 2-3 sentences in which you explain why this secondary 
source is important to your work. 
 
Due date: Thursday, March 10 on Blackboard. If you complete this assignment, you will 
automatically get full credit. I will give you feedback on your ideas without it affecting your score. 
 
Research Report (10 points; automatic full credit if you complete this assignment): Write up a 
two-page (double-spaced) report summarizing the findings of your primary and secondary 
source research so far. Explain how your hypothesis, or preliminary argument, has developed 
since your proposal. Explain any shortcomings or surprises that came during your research. Do 
you have enough to write your paper now? Do you have too much material? Share any 
challenges, worries, or concerns you might have. 
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Due date: Thurs March 31st by 4:30 PM on Blackboard. If you complete this assignment, you will 
automatically get full credit. I will give you feedback to help you develop your final paper without 
it affecting your score. 
 
Peer Review (15 points; automatic full credit if you complete this assignment): On Tues April 12 
we will not meet as a class. Instead, you will meet with your assigned peer review partner (on 
Zoom or in-person if it is safe). You will exchange drafts of your final paper by email. Read your 
partner’s draft and complete the Peer Review Worksheet (available on Blackboard), answering 
all the questions as substantively as you can to help your partner. You will submit this worksheet 
on Blackboard to earn credit for the assignment, but you also need to email it to your partner. 
They will email you their peer review of your draft, in turn. Use their peer review to help you 
revise your final paper. On Thurs April 14th you will meet with your peer review partner in a 
breakout room to talk about one another’s papers and go over your peer review worksheets. 
 
Due date: On Thurs April 12 send your draft to your peer review partner by 6PM. On Thurs April 
14 submit your Worksheet on Blackboard and email it to your partner before class begins. You 
will use class time that day in a breakout room to talk about one another’s papers. 
 
Final Paper (25 points): Your final paper should take the form of an academic essay, 10-12 pages 
double spaced, using Chicago style citation format with footnotes and a works cited list (the page 
count does not include the works cited).  
 
Your essay, based on your proposal, subsequent research, and peer review, should have a clear 
argument that touches on the subject of the class: the gender binary and American imperialism 
(or colonialism in the Americas). Your argument should be substantiated by primary sources and 
your interpretation of those sources should be supported by secondary sources, whether 
historiographical, theoretical, or from other relevant disciplines. You should use the Chicago style 
of citation to clearly document your sources and citations, using footnotes as needed and with a 
works cited list at the end of your paper.  
 
I will grade your paper using the following rubric: 
 
Clarity of Argument  5 points 
Use of Primary Sources 10 points 
Use of Secondary Sources 5 points 
Development of Work  3 points 
(from proposal to final) 
Use of Chicago Style  2 points 
 
Due date: May 5th, by 11:59PM, on Blackboard. 
 
In Class Presentation (5 points; automatic full credit if you complete this assignment): During the 
last week of class everyone will present on their research and final paper. You will give a 5-7 
minute oral report on your research, the argument you are developing, and how the work has 
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progressed so far. You can also mention any challenges you are facing as you complete your 
paper, or areas you are still mulling over. After each presentation there will be 5 minutes for 
your peers to ask questions and talk with you about your work. You are not required to have a 
visual presentation or powerpoint; you may simply want to speak from notes. Please do not read 
from your paper. 
 
As long as you give your presentation, you will get full credit for this assignment. The goal is to 
get comfortable sharing your research and asking questions of your peers. I will randomly assign 
each half of the class to a presentation day during the last week of classes. 

Ethics:  

The strength of the university depends on academic and personal integrity. In this course, you 
must be honest and truthful. Ethical violations include cheating on exams, plagiarism, reuse of 
assignments, improper use of the Internet and electronic devices, unauthorized collaboration, 
alteration of graded assignments, forgery and falsification, lying, facilitating academic 
dishonesty, and unfair competition.  

Report any violations you witness to the instructor. You may consult the associate dean of 
student affairs and/or the chairman of the Ethics Board beforehand. See the guide on “Academic 
Ethics for Undergraduates” and the Ethics Board Web site (http://ethics.jhu.edu)  for more 
information.  

Disability Services:  

Anyone who may need accommodations in this class can obtain an accommodation letter from 
Student Disability Services, 385 Garland, (410) 516-4720, studentdisabilityservices@jhu.edu . I 
will be very happy to provide any accommodations that I can.  

Classroom Climate:  

I am committed to creating a classroom environment that values the diversity of experiences 
and perspectives that all students bring. Everyone here has the right to be treated with dignity 
and respect. I believe fostering an inclusive climate is important because research and my 
experience show that students who interact with peers who are different from themselves learn 
new things and experience tangible educational outcomes. Please join me in creating a 
welcoming and vibrant classroom climate. Note that you should expect to be challenged 
intellectually by me and your peers, and at times this may feel uncomfortable. Indeed, it can be 
helpful to be pushed sometimes in order to learn and grow. But at no time in this learning 
process should someone be singled out or treated unequally on the basis of any seen or unseen 
part of their identity.  

If you ever have concerns in this course about harassment, discrimination, or any unequal 
treatment, or if you seek accommodations or resources, I invite you to share directly with me. I 
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promise that we will take your communication seriously and to seek mutually acceptable 
resolutions and accommodations. Reporting will never impact your course grade. You may also 
share concerns with the Director of WGS, the Assistant Dean for Diversity and Inclusion (Darlene 
Saporu, dsaporu@jhu.edu), or the Office of Institutional Equity (oie@jhu.edu). In handling 
reports, people will protect your privacy as much as possible, but faculty and staff are required 
to officially report information for some cases (e.g. sexual harassment).  

How to Take This Class: 

• Complete readings before class meets. It will always benefit you to plan ahead to read 
over the course of the week, rather than in one sitting or the day of class. Take notes 
while you read, noting three types of information in particular: page numbers for key 
phrases, passages, and other references you might want to come back to; the key ideas, 
arguments, and modes of expression in the text; and your reactions, feelings, interests, 
questions, confusions, and other things you are left thinking about from the text. 

• Come to class and participate consistently. Attendance is always conditional on your 
health; do not come to class if you are feeling unwell. Take notes during class, not to 
produce a transcript, but to help organize your ideas. You don’t have to answer a 
question or make an argument about the reading to participate. You can also ask a 
question, express a confusion or frustration, or form an opinion and ask for help of your 
peers. The classroom is a collaborative process, especially in this course. 

• Turn in your written assignments on time. If you foresee an inability to turn in an 
assignment on time, please reach out to me with as much advance notice as possible so 
that we can find a fair accommodation. 

• Seek out proactive support when you need it. I am available each week in office hours to 
support your success in this course however I can. We can also do much of the same by 
email, though it is less ideal. It always benefits you to get ahead of challenges and ask for 
help before the added pressure of deadlines. 

How to Be OK:  

I will teach this class from the premise that none of us—myself included—are going to be “ok” at 
all times. The pandemic has created a massive amount of uncertainty stress that has built up 
over time. The university has created its own procedures and framework for this semester, 
which I encourage you to familiarize yourself with (below). We will follow all university 
procedures. I care deeply that each of us be as safe as possible, and I will prioritize safety above 
all else. I am committed to making this course humane and empowering under difficult 
circumstances.  

With that in mind, some principles for this semester:  

• We are all allowed to have trouble or difficulty. I will not judge you or ask for justification 
if you tell me you are having a hard time in the course.  
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• You do not owe me or anyone in this class any personal information. Johns Hopkins does 
not require any of us to disclose personal or health-related information in the classroom, 
or to take the course. You can make whatever choices you wish, and change them as 
need be, to take care of yourself.  

• You are always welcome to talk to me about anything you might be going through and if I 
feel that I can’t help you I will suggest someone else or a resource that can.  

• If you need extra help, you need to miss class, or need more time with something, please 
ask. I’ll do my best to work with you.  

COVID-19 University Policy 

General information about COVID-19 related policies at the university can be found at this site:  

https://covidinfo.jhu.edu/  

The university administration has issued guidance and provided clarification around the role of 
instructors, including faculty and teaching assistants, as well as student-facing staff in enforcing 
COVID-19 vaccination requirements and Prodensity compliance among all members of our 
community.  

Instructors cannot:  

•  Ask the vaccination status of any other JHU affiliate;  

•  Be notified of which JHU affiliates are unvaccinated;  

•  Ask to see the Prodensity app of any JHU affiliate;  

•  Forbid unvaccinated students/postdoctoral fellows from participating in events in their 
class/lab/studio or modify the instructional or research activities of unvaccinated 
students/postdoctoral fellows because of their vaccination status.  

•  Make attendance exceptions specifically to accommodate students/postdoctoral fellows 
who are not comfortable being in a class/lab/studio with an unvaccinated instructor/mentor 
or unvaccinated peer students/postdoctoral fellow.  

Instructors can:  

•  Ask anyone who is not complying with university masking rules to leave a 
classroom/lab/studio;  

•  Make a confidential compliance report or call 844-SPEAK2US (844-773-2528) or speak 
directly with their student conduct offices/dean’s office regarding any concerns of 
noncompliance at any time.  
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FAQs about these policies are available here.  

 
Course Schedule 
(January 24-April 29, 2022) 
 
Note: recommended supplementary readings are not required each week. These readings are 
listed for several purposes. Given that our course covers a huge time period, geographical area, 
cultures, and historical events, the supplementary readings can help you get a better context for 
our discussions. Many are like “background readings,” while others are the essential texts or 
reference scholarly writings on a subject. You can also use the supplementary readings to help 
you with assignments, particularly the Primary Source Interpretation assignment. They will also 
be helpful starting points when you are looking for secondary sources for your research paper. 
These readings are either available electronically through the Hopkins library, or else I have 
uploaded PDFs to Blackboard. 
 

Week 1  
Getting Situated: Transnational Histories of Sexuality 

 
Tues Jan 25 
No readings—class introduction 
 
Thurs Jan 27 

- Joanne Meyerowitz, “Transnational Sex and U.S. History,” American Historical Review 
(2009): 1273-1286. 

 
Recommended supplementary readings: 

- Inderpal Grewal and Caren Kaplan, “Global Identities: Theorizing Transnational Studies 
of Sexuality,” GLQ 7, 4 (2001): 663-679. 

- Ann Laura Stoler, “On Degrees of Imperial Sovereignty,” in Duress: Imperial Durabilities 
in Our Times (Duke University Press, 2016), pp 173-204. 
 

Week 2 
Getting Situated: The Coloniality of Gender  

 
Tues Feb 1 

- Maria Lugones, “Toward a Decolonial Feminism,” Hypatia 25, 4 (2010): 742-759. 
 
Thurs Feb 3 

- Deborah A. Miranda, “Extermination of the Joyas: Gendercide in Spanish California,” 
GLQ 16, 1-2 (2010): 253-284. 

 
Recommended supplementary readings: 
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- Maria Lugones, “The Coloniality of Gender,” Worlds & Knowledges Otherwise, (Spring 
2008): 1-17. 

- Sandeep Bakshi, Suhraiya Jivraj, and Silvia Posocco, “Introduction” in Decolonizing 
Sexualities: Transnational Perspectives, Critical Interventions (Counterpress, 2016), pp 
1-16. 

 
 

Week 3 
Did The Spanish Colonize with a Gender Binary? 

 
Tues Feb 8 

- Qwo-Li Driskill, “The Queer Lady of Cofitachequi and Other Asegi Routes,” in Asegi 
Stories: Cherokee and Two-Spirit Memory (University of Arizona Press, 2016), pp 39-
100. 

 
Thurs Feb 10 

- Igor H. De Souza, “Elenx de Céspedes: Indeterminate Genders in the Spanish 
Inquisition,” in Greta LaFleur, Masha Raskolnikov, and Anna Klosowksa, eds., Trans 
Historical: Gender Plurality Before the Modern (Cornell University Press, 2021), pp 42-
67. 

 
Recommended supplementary readings: 

- François Soyer, “Gender Stereotypes and Sexual Transgressions in Early Modern Spain 
and Portugal,” in Ambiguous Gender in Early Modern Spain and Portugal: Inquisitors, 
Doctors and the Transgression of Norms (Brill Press, 2012), pp 17-49. 

- Fernando Molina, “Sodomy, Gender, and Identity in the Viceroyalty of Peru,” in Zeb 
Tortorici, ed., Sexuality and the Unnatural in Colonial Latin America (University of 
California Press, 2016), pp 141-161. 

- Zeb Tortorici, Sins Against Nature: Sex and Archives in Colonial New Spain (Duke 
University Press, 2018), pp 100-104 (on the Mexican inquisition); 100-115 (on an 
effeminate crossdresser/hermaphrodite). 

- Pete Sigal, “Franciscan Voyeurism in Sixteenth-Century New Spain,” in Pete Sigal, Zeb 
Tortorici, and Neil L. Whitehead, eds., Ethnopornography: Sexuality, Colonialism, and 
Archival Knowledge (Duke University Press, 2019), pp 139-168. 

 
Week 4 

Interpreting the Colonial Encounter 
 
Tues Feb 15 

- Walter L. Williams, “Of Bibles and Bureaus: Indian Acculturation and Decline of the 
Berdache Tradition,” in The Spirit and the Flesh: Sexual Diversity in American Indian 
Culture (Beacon Press, 1986), pp 175-200. 

- Evan B. Towle and Lynn M. Morgan, “Romancing the Transgender Native: Rethinking 
the Use of the ‘Third Gender’ Concept,” GLQ 8, 4 (2002): 469-497. 
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Thurs Feb 17 

- Francis Augusts MacNutt, De Orbo Novo: The Eight Decades of Peter Martyr D’Anghera, 
Vol 1 (G.P. Putnam and Sons, 1912), pp 281-294. 

- Joseph Francois Lafitau, “Men Who Dress as Women” and “Special Friendships,” 
excerpted from Moeurs des sauvages ameriquains, comparées aux moeurs des pemier 
temps (1724), in Jonathan Ned Katz, ed., Gay American History, Revised Edition 
(Meridian, 1992), pp 289-90. 

- George Catlin, Illustrations of the Manners, Customs, and Conditions of the North 
American Indians, with Letters and Notes Written during Eight Years of Travel and 
Adventure among the Wildest and Most Remarkable Tribes Now Existing, 10th Edition, 
vol 2 (Henry G Bohn, 1886), pp 213-215. 

 
Assignment Due: Primary Source Interpretation (submit on Blackboard by 4:30PM) 
 
Recommended supplementary readings: 

- Joanne Barker, “Introduction: Critically Sovereign,” in Critically Sovereign: Indigenous, 
Gender, Sexuality, and Feminist Studies (Duke University Press, 2017), pp 1-44. 

- Patrick Wolfe, “Settler Colonialism and the Elimination of the Native,” Journal of 
Genocide Research 8, 4 (2006): 387-409. 

 
Week 5 

Slavery and Gender 
 

 
Tues Feb 22 

- Hortense Spillers, excerpt from “Mama’s Baby, Papa’s Maybe: An American Grammar 
Book,” Diacritics 17, 2 (1987): 65-69. 

- Jennifer L. Morgan, “The Number of Women Doeth Much Disparayes the Whole 
Cargoe: The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade and West African Gender Roles,” in Laboring 
Women: Reproduction and Gender in New World Slavery (University of Pennsylvania 
Press, 2004), pp 50-68. 

 
 
Thurs Feb 25 

- Harriet Jacobs, “Trials of Girlhood” and “Jealous Mistress” in Incidents in the Life of a 
Slave Girl. Written By Herself (Boston, 1861), 
https://docsouth.unc.edu/fpn/jacobs/jacobs.html.  

 
Recommended supplementary readings: 

- Omise’eke Natasha Tinsley, “Black Atlantic, Queer Atlantic: Queer Imaginings of the 
Middle Passage,” GLQ 14, 2-3 (2008): 191-215. 

- Kristen E. Wood, “Gender and Slavery,” The Oxford Handbook of Slavery in the 
Americas (Oxford University Press, 2010), 
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https://www.oxfordhandbooks.com/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199227990.001.000
1/oxfordhb-9780199227990-e-24#ref_oxfordhb-9780199227990-note-1010.  

 
Week 6 

American Anthropology as Two-Spirit Archive 
 
Tues Mar 1 

- Sue-Ellen Jacobs, Wesley Thomas, and Sabine Lang, Two Spirit People: Native American 
Gender Identity, Sexuality, and Spirituality (University of Illinois Press, 1997), pp 1-6. 

- Washington Matthews, Ethnography and Philology of the Hidatsa Indians (Government 
Printing Office, 1877), p 191. 

- Alfred Louis Kroeber, “The Arapaho,” Bulletin of the American Museum of Natural 
History 18 (1902): 1-35. 

 
Wed Mar 3 

- Marianna Brandman, “We’wha (1849-1896,” National Women’s History Museum, 
2021, https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/wewha. 

- Matilda Coxe Stevenson, “The Zuni Indians: Their Mythology, Esoteric Societies, and 
Ceremonies,” in The Twenty-Third Annual Report of Bureau of American Ethnology to 
the Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution (Government Printing Office, 1904), pp 
310-313. 

- Eliza McFeely, Zuni and the American Imagination (Hill and Wang, 2001), pp TBD. 
 
Recommended supplementary readings: 

- Mark Rifkin, “Introduction” in When Did Indians Become Straight? Kinship, the History 
of Sexuality, and Native Sovereignty (Oxford University Press, 2011), pp 3-44. 

- Alicia Carroll, “‘Twins Twisted into One’: Recovering a Sovereign Erotic in Sun Chief: The 
Autobiography of a Hopi Indian,” American Quarterly 73, 1 (2011): 100-119. 

- Mart Zaborskis, “Sexual Orphanings,” GLQ 22, 4 (2016): 605-628. 
 

Week 7 
Case Study: Hawai’i and Mahu 

 
Tues Mar 8 

- Eric T. Love, “Hawaii Annexed,” in Race Over Empire: Racism and U.S. Imperialism, 
1865-1900 (University of North Carolina Press, 2004), pp 115-158. 

 
Thurs Mar 10 

- William Bligh, Bounty logbook, January 15, 1789, 
http://whalesite.org/pitcairn/fatefulvoyage/logbook/log890115.html.  

- J. Kehaulani Kauanui, Paradoxes of Hawaiian Sovereignty: Land, Sex, and the Colonial 
Politics of State Nationalism (Duke University Press, 2018), pp 11-19, and “‘Savage’ 
Sexualities,” pp 153-193. 
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Assignment due: Final Paper Proposal 
 
Recommended supplementary readings: 

- University of Hawai’i at Manoa, “Gender Identity and Sexuality Identity in the Pacific 
and Hawai’i: Introduction,” research guide, 
https://guides.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/c.php?g=105466&p=686754. 

- Kalissa Alexeyeff and Niko Besnier, “Gender on the Edge: Identities, Politics, 
Transformations,” in Gender on the Edge: Transgender, Gay, and Other Pacific Islanders 
(University of Hawai’i Press, 2014), pp 1-30. 

- Andrew Matzner, O Au No Keia: Voices from Hawai’i’s Mahu and Transgender 
Communities (Xlibris, 2001). 

 
Week 8 

Case Study: The Philippines 
 
Tues Mar 15 

- Victor Mendoza, “Racial-Sexual Governance and the U.S. Colonial State,” in 
Metroimperial Intimacies: Fantasy, Racial-Sexual Governance, and the Philippines in 
U.S. Imperialism, 1899-1913 (Duke University Press, 2015), pp 36-64. 

 
Thurs Mar 17 

- Martin F. Manalansan, “The Borders between Bakla and Gay,” in Global Divas: Filipino 
Gay Men in the Diaspora (Duke University Press, 2003), pp 21-44. 

 
Recommended supplementary readings: 

- Julian Go, “Introduction,” in The American Colonial State in the Philippines: Global 
Perspectives, ed. Julian Go and Anne Foster (Duke University Press, 2003). 

- Allan Punzalan Isaac, American Tropics: Articulating Filipino America (University of 
Minnesota Press, 2006). 

- Amy Kaplan, The Anarchy of Empire in the Making of U.S. Culture (Duke University 
Press, 2005). 

- Alfred Peredo Flores, “‘No Walk in the Park’: US Empire and the Racialization of Civilian 
Military Labor in Guam, 1944-1962,” American Quarterly 67, 3 (2015): 813-835. 
 

Week 9 
NO CLASS—SPRING BREAK 

 
Tues Mar 22 
 
Thurs Mar 24 
 

Week 10 
Case Study: Puerto Rico 
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Tues Mar 29 
- Laura Briggs, “‘I like to be in America’: Postwar Puerto Rican Migration, the Culture of 

Poverty, and the Moynihan Report,” in Reproducing Empire: Race, Sex, Science, and 
U.S. Imperialism in Puerto Rico (University of California Press, 2002), pp 162- 192. 

- Oscar Lewis, selection from La Vida: A Puerto Rican Family in the Culture of Poverty 
(Random House, 1966), pp TBD. 

 
Thurs Mar 31 

- Lawrence La Fountain-Stokes, Translocas: The Politics of Puerto Rican Drag and Trans 
Performance (University of Michigan Press, 2021), introduction (pp 1-27) and chapter 3 
(pp 70-101) 

 
Assignment due: Research Report 
 
Recommended supplementary readings: 

- Amy Kaplan, “Where Is Guantanamo?” American Quarterly 57, 3 (2005): 831-858. 
- José I. Fusté, “Unsettling Citizenship/Circumventing Sovereignty: Reexamining 

Quandaries of Contemporary Anticolonialism in the United States through Black Puerto 
Rican Antiracist Thought,” American Quarterly 66, 1 (2014): 161-169. 

- Laura Briggs, “Note from Antigua Naval Base,” American Quarterly 65, 2 (2013): 303-
308. 

 
Week 11 

Case Studies: South Korea and Taiwan 
 
Tues Apr 5 

- Seungsook Moon, “Regulating Desire, Managing the Empire: U.S. Military Prostitution 
in South Korea, 1945-1970,” in Maria Hohn and Seungsook Moon, eds., Over There: 
Living With the U.S. Military Empire from World War Two to the Present (Duke 
University Press, 2010), pp 39-77. 

 
Thurs Apr 7 

- Howard Chiang, “Titrating Transgender: Archiving Taiwan Through Renyao History,” in 
Transtopia in the Sinophone Pacific (Columbia University Press, 2021), pp 97-136. 

 
Recommended supplementary readings: 

- Jodi Kim, “An ‘Orphan’ with Two Mothers: Transnational and Transracial Adoption, the 
Cold War, and Contemporary Asian American Cultural Politics,” American Quarterly 61, 
4 (2009): 855-880. 

- Yukari Yoshihara, “Postwar American Studies in Asia and its Prehistory: George Kerr 
and Taiwan as an American Frontier,” American Quarterly 73, 2 (2021): 349-354. 

- Yuchiro Onishi, “Occupied Okinawa on the Edge: On Being Okinawan in Hawai’i and 
U.S. Colonialism toward Okinawa,” American Quarterly 64, 4 (2012): 741-765. 
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- Lisa Yoneyama, “Toward a Decolonial Genealogy of the Transpacific,” American 
Quarterly 69, 3 (2017): 471-482. 
 

Week 12 
Peer Review Week 

 
Tues Apr 12 
No readings and no class meeting today; submit your draft paper to your peer and read it 
during our class time. 
 
Thurs Apr 14 
No readings; in today’s class meeting you will go into a breakout room with your peer 
reviewer. Use this time to talk with each other about your papers and share your peer review 
worksheets with one another. 
 
Assignment due: Peer Review 
 

Week 13 
Race, Gender, and Asian Migration 

 
Tues Apr 19 

- Nayan Shah, “Perversity, Contamination, and the Dangers of Queer Domesticity,” in 
Contagious Divides: Epidemics and Race in San Francisco’s Chinatown (University of 
California Press, 2001), pp 77-104. 

 
Thurs Apr 21 

- Nayan Shah, “Policing Strangers and Borderlands,” in Stranger Intimacy: Contesting 
Race, Sexuality, and the Law in the North American West (University of California Press, 
2011), pp 53-89. 

 
Recommended supplementary readings: 

- Margot Canaday, “‘A New Species of Undesirable Immigrant’: Perverse Aliens and the 
Limits of Law, 1900-1924,” in The Straight State: Sexuality and Citizenship in Twentieth 
Century America (Princeton University Press, 2009), pp 19-54. 

- Lisa Lowe, Immigrant Acts: On Asian American Cultural Politics (Duke University Press, 
1996). 
 

Week 14 
In-Class Presentations 

 
Tues Apr 26 
No readings; in-class presentations 
 
Assignment Due: Paper presentation 
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Thurs Apr 28 
No readings; in-class presentations 
 
Assignment Due: Paper presentation 
 
 
**Assignment Due: Final Paper Due Thursday May 5 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


