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: Abstract :

The criticism of the Salaf (early Islamic scholars) against
IIm al-Kalam (speculative theology) had an undeniable
effect on speculative theologians, by catching their attention
and challenging them to provide answers explicit or
implicit—to disassociate themselves from this criticism on
one hand, and to legitimize Ilm al-Kalam on the other hand.

This research had two main objectives:

Firstly, to organize the various responses to this criticism
into comprehensive categories that are easy to understand,
and to make them more accessible to the reader.

Secondly, to examine these categories in order to evaluate
their validity: thus providing the impartial observer an
understanding of the extent to which the Sunni stance is
valid in its criticism of IIm al-Kalam.

One of the findings of this research is that the prominent
feature in the approaches adopted by the speculative
theologians to dissociate from the criticism of the scholas
towards Kalam is that they are predicated on the notion that
the criticism is directed towards the non-essential aspects of
their discourse, and not what is essential or inherent to it.

Keywords: (Approaches - Imams of the Salaf - Kalam -
Speculative Theology).

Dr. ‘Isa bin Muhsin bin ‘Isa An-Nu’mi
e.alnaami@gmail.com
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al-Fawa'id, Makkah, First Edition (1435 AH).

12- Al-Iydah fi Usil al-Din, Abu al-Hasan al-Zaghuni, Edited by
‘Isam al-Sayyid Mahmid, Published by King Faisal Center
for Research and Islamic Studies, Riyadh, Second Edition
(1427 AH).

13- Al-Bahth ‘an Adillah al-Takfir wal-Tafsiq, Abu al-Qasim al-
Busti, Edited by Wilfred Madelung, Sabine Schmidtke,
Published by Markaz Nashr Daneshkahi, Tehran.

14- Al-Badr al-Tali' Sharh Jam* al-Jawami', Jalal Shams al-Din al-
Mahalli, Edited by ‘Abd al-Malik al-Sa'di, Published by Dar
al-Nawadir, Damascus, First Edition (1439 AH).

15- Bayan Talbis al-Jahmiyah, Ibn Taymiyah, Edited by A group
of researchers, Published by King Fahd Complex for the
Printing of the Holy Quran (1426 AH).

16- Al-Tuhfah al-Kalamiyah, Ibn Abi Jumhir al-Ahsa'1, Edited by
Rida Yahya Yurfarmad, Published by Mu'assasah Ibn Abi
Jamhir al-Ahsa'T li-Thya' al-Turath, Beirut, First Edition (1437
AH).

17- Tahqiq al-Magam ‘ala Kifayah al-‘Awam, Ibrahim ibn
Muhammad al-Bajuri, Edited by Faras Mudallil, Published by
Dar al-Daqqaq, Damascus, First Edition (1441 AH).

18- Al-Tadhkirah fi Ahkam al-Jawahir wal-A'rad, Muhammad ibn
Matuwayh, Edited by Daniel Gimaret, Published by Al-
Ma'had al-'"llmi al-FaransT li al-Athar al-Sharqiyah, Cairo.

19- Al-Tasdid fi Sharh al-Tamhid, Al-Qadi Aba al-Qasim 'Abd al-
Jalil al-Rub'i al-Qayrawani al-Maliki, Edited by Hamzah al-
Nahiri, Published by Dar al-Fath, Amman, First Edition (1444
AH).

20- Jami' al-Bayan 'an Ta’wil Ay al-Qur'an, Ibn Jarir al-Tabari,
Edited by 'Abdullah al-Turki, Published by Dar Hijr, Cairo,
First Edition (1422 AH).

21- Jami' al-Rasa'il, Ibn Taymiyah, Edited by Muhammad 'Azir
Shams, Published by Dar 'Alam al-Fawa'id, Mecca, First
Edition (1432 AH).

22- Al-Jami' al-Kabir, Abt 'Tsa Muhammad ibn 'Tsa al-Tirmidhi,
Edited by Bashar 'Awad Ma'ruf, Published by Dar al-Gharb
al-Islami, Beirut, Second Edition (1998).

23- Jami' Bayan al-'llm wa Fadlih, Ibn 'Abd al-Barr, Edited by
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Abi al-Ashbal al-Zuhayri, Published by Dar Ibn al-Jawzi,
Dammam, Edition: Fourth (1419 AH).

24-  Al-Jami' i 'Ulim al-Imam Ahmad, Khalid al-Rabat and
Sayyid 'Izzat 'Ubayd, Published by Dar al-Falah, Al Fayyum,
First Edition (1430 AH).

25- Jam' al-Juytsh wa-al-Dusakir 'ala Ibn 'Asakir, Jamal al-Din
Yusuf ibn Hasan ibn 'Abd al-Hadi al-Maqdisi al-Hanbali,
Edited by Muhammad al-'Uwaiti, Published by Dar al-
Dhakha'ir, Beirut, First Edition (1439 AH).

26- Hashiyah Shahab al-Din al-Marjani 'ala Sharh al-Jalal al-
Dawani, Shahab al-Din al-Marjani, Published by Dar al-
Tiba'ah al-'Amirah, (1317 AH).

27- Hada'iq al-Ma'rifah f1 'Ilm al-Kalam, Ahmad ibn Sulayman al-
Zaydi, Edited by Hasan al-Ytsufi, Published by Mu'ssasat al-
Imam Zayd ibn 'All al-Thaqaftyah, Sana’a, First Edition
(1424 AH).

28- Hilyat al-Awliya', Abt NaTm al-Asbahani, Published by Dar
al-Kitab al-'Ilmiyah, (1409 AH).

29- Khalq Afal al-'Ibad, Abi ‘Abdullah Muhammad ibn Isma'il
al-Bukhari, Edited by Fahd al-Fuhaid, Published by Dar Atlas
al-Khudhrah, Riyadh, Second Edition (1430 AH).

30- Dar' Ta'arud al-'Aqgl wal-Naql, Aba al-'Abas Ahmad ibn 'Abd
al-Halim Ibn Taymiyah, Edited by Muhammad Rashad Salim,
Published by Dar al-Kuniiz al-Adabiyah.

31- Dalalat al-Ha'irin, Ibn Maimiin al-Qurtubi, Edited by Husayn
'Atay, Published by Maktabat al-Thaqafat al-Diniyah, First
Edition (1428 AH).

32- Dham 'llm al-Kalam wa-Ahlih, Abu Isma'll al-Harawi al-
Ansari, Edited by Abii Jabir al-Ansari, Published by Maktabat
al-Ghuraba' al-Athariyah, Medina, First Edition (1419 AH).

33- Radd al-Tashdid fi Mas'alah al-Taqlid, Ahmad ibn Mubarak
al-Sijilmasi, Edited by Mawlay al-Husayn 'Alhiyan, Published
by Ministry of Awgqaf and Islamic Affairs in Kuwait, First
Edition (1430 AH).

34- Al-Radd 'ala al-Mantiqiyin, Ibn Taymiyah, Edited by 'Abd al-
Samad Sharaf al-Din, Published by Idarat Tarjuman al-
Sunnah, Lahore, Fourth Edition (1402 AH).

35- Risalat al-Tawhid li-Radd Qawl Man Qal: 'Ta'addud al-Alihat
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36-

37-

41-

42-

43-

44-

45-

46-

La Yastalzim Fasad al-Samawat wal-Ard', 'Abd al-Latif ibn
Muhammad al-Kirmani, Edited by Sa'id Fiadah, Published by
Dar al-Usiilin, Jordan, First Edition (2002).

Al-Risalah al-Jami'ah li-Wasf al-'Ulum al-Nafi'ah, Tash Kabri
Zadah, Edited by Ali Muhammad Zaynt, Published by Dar al-
Lubab, Istanbul, First Edition (1438 AH).

Risalah al-Ghunyah 'An al-Kalam wa-Ahlih, Sulayman al-
Khatabi, Published by Dar al-Bukhari, Doha, Edition: First.
Risalah F1 al-Radd 'Ala Ibn Taymiyah, Baha' al-Din al-
Ikhmimi, Edited by Sa'id Fudah, Published by Dar al-Aslayn,
Jordan, First Edition (1435 AH).

Sunan Ibn Majah, Ibn Majah, Edited by Shu'ayb al-Arna'it
and others, Published by Mu'ssasat al-Risalah, First Edition
(1430 AH).

Sunan Abi Dawiid, Abti Dawtd Sulayman bin al-Ash'ath al-
Sijistani, Edited by Shu'ayb al-Arna'at and his colleague,
Published by Mu'ssasat al-Risalah al-'Alamiyah, First Edition
(1430 AH).

Sharh Usil I'tigad Ahl al-Sunnah wal-Jama'ah, Abt al-Qasim
Hibat Allah al-Lalaka', Edited by Aba ‘Abdullah 'Adil Al
Hamdan, Published by Dar al-Lu'lu'ah, Lebanon, First Edition
(1443 AH).

Sharh al-Irshad, Abt al-Qasim al-Ansari, Edited by Khalid al-
'Adwani, Published by Dar al-Diya', Beirut, First Edition
(1443 AH).

Sharh al-Usal al-Khamsah, Al-Qadi 'Abd al-Jabbar al-
Hamdani, Edited by 'Abd al-Karim 'Uthman, Published by
Maktabat Wahbah, Third Edition (1416 AH).

Sharh al-'Alim wal-Muta'allim, Abti Bakr ibn Firak, Edited
by Ahmad al-Sayih and his colleague, Published by Maktabat
al-Thagafah al-Diniyah, First Edition (1430 AH).

Sharh al-'Aqa'id al-Nasafiyah, Sa'd al-Din al-Taftazani, Edited
by Anas al-Sharafawi, Published by Dar al-Taqwa, Damascus,
First Edition (1441 AH).

Sharh al-'Aqidah al-Kubra, ‘Abdullah Muhammad bin Yasuf
al-Santisi, Edited by Anas Muhammad al-Sharafawri,
Published by Dar al-Taqwa, Damascus, First Edition (1441
AH).
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50-

51-

52-

57-

58-

Sharh al-Qasidah al-Nuniyah fi Masa'il al-Khilaf bayn al-
Asha'irah wl-Hanafiyah, Nar al-Din ibn Abi al-Tayyib al-
Shirazi, Edited by Mahmitid bin Jawad al-Saqariwi, Published
by Dar Bab al-'lim, Istanbul, First Edition (2022 AD).

Sharh al-Magasid f1 'Ilm al-Kalam, Sa'd al-Din al-Taftazani,
Published by Dar al-Ma'arif al-Nu'maniyah, Lahore, First
Edition (1401 AH).

Sharh al-Mawagqif, Al-Sharif 'Ali bin Muhammad al-Jurjani,
Photocopied by al-Maktabah al-Azhariyyah lil-Turath.

Sharh Mukhtasar al-Rawdah, Najm al-Din al-Tafi, Edited by
‘Abdullah al-Turki, Published by Dar al-Risalah, Beirut,
Second Edition (1419 AH).

Sharh Minhaj al-Baydawi, Yusuf bin al-Hasan al-Halwa',
Edited by Wa'il al-Shunshiiri, Published by Al-Maktabah al-
'Umartyah and Dar al-Dhakha'ir, Cairo, First Edition (1442
AH).

Tabaqgat al-Shafi'Tyah al-Kubra, T3aj al-Din al-Subki, Edited by
‘Abd al-Fattah al-Hulw and Mahmiid al-Tanahi, Published by
Hijr for Printing and Publishing, Second Edition (1413 AH).
Tabaqat al-Fuqaha', Abu 'Asim al-'Abbadi al-Harawi,
Published by Al-Khazanah al-Andalusiyah, Riyadh, First
Edition (1441 AH).

Al-'llm al-Shamikh fi Tthar al-Haqq 'Ala al-Aba' wal-
Mashayikh, Salih bin Mahdi al-Mugpbili, a photocopy of the
First Edition (1328 AH).

Al-Ghunyah fil-Kalam, Al-Qasim al-Nisaburi, Edited by
Mustafa Husnayn 'Abd al-Hadi, Published by Dar al-Salam,
Cairo, First Edition (1431 AH).

Al-Fa'iq fi Usil al-Din, Rukn al-Din Mahmiid bin Muhammad
al-Malahimi al-Khawarizmi, Edited by Wilfred Madelung and
Martin McDermott, Published by Buzoohshi Hikmat and the
Philosophy of Iran Institution, Tehran.

Fatawa Ibn Rushd, Al-Walid Muhammad bin Ahmad Ibn
Rushd al-Qurtubi al-Maliki, Edited by Al-Mukhtar bin al-
Tahir al-Tlili, Published by Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, Tunisia,
Third Edition (2011 AD).

Fath al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari, Ibn Hajar al-'Asqgalant,
Published by Dar al-Salam, Riyadh, First Edition (1421 AH).
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59- Fadl al-I'tizal, Al-Qadi 'Abd al-Jabbar al-Hamdani, Edited by
Fu'ad al-Sayyid, Published by Al-Dar al-TunisTyah.

60- Faysal al-Tafrigah bayn al-Islam wa-al-Zandaqah, Abti Hamid
al-Ghazali, Published by Dar al-Minhaj, Jeddah, First Edition
(1438 AH).

61- Qasd al-Sabil Sharh Manzimah al-Qashashi, Al-Mulla
Burhan al-Din Ibrahim al-Kurdi al-Kowrani., Manuscript.

62- Al-Qawadih al-Salafiyah fi Mashri'Tyah 'Ilm al-Kalam, 'Isa
bin Muhsin al-Nu'ami, Published by Journal of Ageedah
Studies, Issue (30), Year Fifteen, Muharram (1444 AH).

63- Qawati' al-Adillah fi Usal al-Figh, Al-Muzaffar al-Sam'ani,
Edited by 'Al1 bin 'Abbas al-Hakami, First Edition (1419 AH).

64- Kitab Usil al-Din, Abu al-Hasan al-Tabari known as al-Kiya
al-Harasi, Manuscript, Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyah No. (290-
Kalam).

65- Kitab al-Tawhid, AbG Manstr al-Maturidi, Edited by Bekir
Topaloglu and Muhammad Arooshi, Published by Dar Sadir,
Beirut, Second Edition (2010 AD).

66- Kitab al-Radd 'Ala al-Jahmiyyah, Abii Sa'id 'Uthman bin Sa'id
al-Darimi, Edited by Aba Malik Ahmad bin 'Al1 al-Rayashi,
Published by Maktabah al-Rushd, Riyadh, First Edition (1437
AH).

67- Kitab al-Maqalat, Abu al-Qasim al-Balkhi, Edited by Hussein
Khansow and his colleagues, Published by Dar al-Fath,
Jordan, First Edition (1439 AH).

68- Al-Kifayah fil-Hidayah, Nar al-Din al-Sabini, Edited by
‘Abdullah bin Muhammad Isma'Tl and Nazir Muhammad
'lyad, Published by Majma' al-Buhiith al-Islamiyyah, (1441
AH).

69- Majmi' al-Fatawa, Ibn Taymiyyah, Compiled by: 'Abd al-
Rahman ibn Qasim and his son, (1418 AH).

70- Mukhtasar al-Sawa'iq al-Mursalah 'Ala al-Jahmiyyah wal-
Mu'attilah, Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah, Edited by Al-Hasan al-
'Alawi, Published by Dar Adwa' al-Salaf, Riyadh, First
Edition (1425 AH).

71- Al-Mukhtasar al-Kalami, Abti ‘Abdullah Ibn 'Arafah, Edited
by Nizar Hammadi, Published by Dar al-Diya', Kuwait, First
Edition (1435 AH).
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72- Al-Mukhtasar fi Usal al-Din, Al-Qadi 'Abd al-Jabbar al-
Hamadani, Edited by Muhammad 'Ammarah, Published by
Dar al-Hilal.

73- Al-Madkhal ila 'llm al-Kalam, Hasan Mahmud Ash-Shafi‘1,
published by Maktabat Wahbah, fourth edition (2013 CE).

74-  Al-Masamirah fi Tawdih al-Masayirah, Kamal ad-Din Ibn Abi
Sharif al-Maqdisi, edited by Muhammad Salih al-Gharsi,
published by Dar al-Fath, Jordan, First Edition (1439 AH).

75- Musnad al-Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Ahmad ibn Hanbal,
edited by Shu‘ayb al-Arnawut and others, published by
Mu'’assasat ar-Risalah, First Edition (1421 AH).

76- Al-Ma'arif fi Sharh as-Saha‘if, Shams ad-Din as-Samarqandi,
edited by ‘Abdullah bin Muhammad Isma‘ill and Nazir
‘Ayyad, published by al-Maktabah al-Azhariyyah lil-Turath,
Cairo, (1437 AH).

77- Al-Mu‘tamad fi Usal ad-Din, Rukn ad-Din al-Malahimi,
edited by Wilfried Madlung, published by Markaz Buziihshi
Maktib, Tehran (1390 AH).

78- Mafatih al-Ghayb, Fakhr ar-Razi, published by Dar Ihya at-
Turath al-‘Arabi, Beirut, Fourth Edition (1422 AH).

79- Mufradat Alfaz al-Qur’an, ar-Raghib al-Asbahani, edited by
Safwan Dawidi, published by Dar al-Qalam, Damascus,
Second Edition (1418 AH).

80- Al-Mufhm lima Ashkala min Talkhis Muslim, Aba al-‘Abbas
Ahmad ibn ‘Umar al-Qurtubi, edited by Muhyi ad-Din Mustt
and his companions, published by Dar Ibn Kathir, Second
Edition (1420 AH).

81- Manaqib al-Imam ash-Shafi'i, al-Fakhr ar-Razi, edited by
Ahmad Hajjazi as-Saqa, published by Dar al-Maktabah al-
Azhariyyah lil-Turath, Cairo, First Edition (1436 AH).

82- Manaqib al-Imam ash-Shafi‘1, Zayn ad-Din ‘Abd al-Ra’af ibn
‘Ali al-Manawi, edited by Khalid Murshid, published by Dar
as-Saman, Istanbul, First Edition (1442 AH).

83- Manaqib ash-Shafi'l, Aba Bakr al-Bayhaqi, edited by as-
Sayyid Ahmad Saqr, published by Maktabat Dar at-Turath,
Cairo.

84- Manh al-Rawdah al-Azhar fT Sharh al-Figh al-Akbar, ‘Ali bin
Sultan al-Qari, edited by Wahbi Ghawiji, published by Dar al-
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Bushr al-Islamiyyah, Beirut, Second Edition (1430 AH).

85- Al-Minh3j fi Shu‘ab al-Iman, Aba ‘Abdullah al-Husayn bin
al-Hasan al-Halimi, edited by Hilmi Fawdah, published by
Dar al-Fikr, Beirut, First Edition (1399 AH).

86- Mizan al-I'tidal, Shams ad-Din al-Dhahabi, edited by "Alf al-
Bajawi, published by Dar al-Fikr, Beirut.

87- An-Nabras fT Sharh al-‘Aga’id an-Nasafiyyah, Muhammad
‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Farhari, published by Dar al-Bushra,
Karachi, (1436 AH).

88- An-Nubiiwat, Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah, edited by ‘Abd
al-‘Aziz at-Tuwayyan, published by Adwa’ as-Salaf, Riyadh,
First Edition (1420 AH).

89- Najm al-Muhtadi wa Rajm al-Mu‘tadi, al-Fakhr ad-Din Ibn
al-Mu’allim, edited by Bilal as-Saqa, published by Dar at-
Tagwa, Damascus, First Edition (1441 AH).

90- Naqd Mustanad al-Mu‘arid al-‘Aqli ‘Ind al-Mutakallimin,
‘Abd Allah bin Muhammad al-Qarni, published in Majallat at-
Tas Tl lil-Dirasat al-Fikriyah al-Muasirah, issue 8, year four,
(1434 AH).

91- Nukat al-Kitab al-Mughni, al-Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar al-
Hamadhani, edited by ‘Umar Hamdan and Sabine Schmidtke,
published by al-Ma 'had al-Almani lil-Abhath ash-Shargiyyah,
First Edition (1433 AH).

92- An-Nukat wal-‘Uytin, al-Hasan ‘Ali bin Habib al-Mawardi al-
Basri, edited by Khidhr Muhammad Khidhr, revised by “Abd
as-Sattar Abii Ghuddah, published by the Ministry of
Endowments and Islamic Affairs, Kuwait, First Edition (1402
AH).

93- Nihayat as-Sal fi Dirayat al-Mahsil, al-‘Ala’ al-Mufaddal al-
Hamawi, edited by Muhammad al- ‘Uthman, published by Dar
Asfar, Kuwait, First Edition (1443 AH).

94- Nihayat al-‘Uqul fi Dirayat al-Usil, al-Fakhr ar-Razi, edited
by Sa‘id Fawdah, published by Dar adh-Dhakha’ir, Beirut,
First Edition (1436 AH).

95- Al-Wusiul ila Ma‘rifat al-Ustl, Aba Bakr Ibn al-‘Arabi, edited
by Hamzah an-Nuhayri, published by Dar al-Fath, Beirut,
First Edition (1442 AH).
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