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tn 4| January '27¢h, T have the honour to'state that I seej

B ey ,ii'o.ifo.bj‘ecﬂon on‘political goownds $0 your arranging
ko g EI RN _

! ! gE?E '

; ahadmIslands in the manner proposed in para,3 of
| ‘the At Y¥inistry's letter of January 10,

: m reply to your Secret letter ME/520448 of
for occasional recomnaisence flights to Tihan - and
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5 TYENTY 2 Joa

_ 20448
SECRET. 5\)‘@-,‘0“'54)”)&..)‘)],;(1&]
yal : 9
ME/S. 20448 _ Middle Bast, [AF T
o P l' . '
CATRO, /3 Pebruary, 1986, il 854
g i
Jawe 41 3 0
Your 2Zxcellsncys
VAYY 8 Ny
I have the bonowr to refer to Yqur 5l
Excellency's letter 136/2/36 dated February &

1st 1986 relative to an eir reconnaissance of
Uty alaially ) 4 8 gl g )3l TN/ 8 it s S W i il

TIRAN ard SENEFIR Islands, and to inform Your uhmg‘c»»#tm*ﬂo‘hh S5ilue Jaga) g ¢ sohigdas o o
Excellency that the reconnaissance disclosed sl a il

no signs of any activities whatever.

I have the honour to be recouboetae
Your Excellency's obedient Serv:nt, sl pals ey ff oy iyl
o - L —
( ‘7 ' A L’“SJ‘ U
AMr 0fficer Commanding-in-Chief, . x .
Royal Air Force, . ALl & gt i gill
Hiddle Easi.
B 58
Hi‘ Exo.ll’no’ g . OL\’JIJ )‘J‘M O.,J‘,.\M“‘binu
The Higb Osmt:ugnor for :
Bgypt snd tbe Sudan : i
The Residency, ‘ e sl e
Cairo.

Sl
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UE/S, 20448 Heasdguarters,
Royal Alr Foroce,
SECRBT. Middle Best.

CAIRO. z{%rn, 1936,
Your Excellencys:

I have the honour to refer to Your
Excellency's lotter 1%6/6/36 duted April 23rd.
1936 relating to the rooonnailunca of the
SHADWAN, TIRAN and SENAFIR Islands and to
{nform Your 2xcellency that reconnaissances

- '
will be carried out occaffonally ae requested.
-

I bhave tt’xg honour to be,

Your Bxcellency's obedient Servent,

'&tr 0#1cer Comnanding-in-Chief,
Hoyal Air Force,
Middle Bast.

His Bxcellency,

The High Commiseioner for
' ypu and the Sudan, .
The Residency,
Calro:
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20th May, 1936, SWray
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L7 e oouaunted by My oste Comiaelomsrs o ) ) ol i) A S e el B Gl
| of the ‘Admirally to trensmit herewith, for the v‘l“‘“)dﬁq’jﬂmwl} L0 0 o Wl g 8 e ol g, A1
mromma of the Secretary of State for Poreign Affairs, v-"uu' Jo s

il extmu trcn g report by the Commending 0fficer,
. H.LB. mwc: of visite paid to Tiren Island and r 3 | s
s g Ay eyl 0 S B e it

emﬁr Inland in Xarch last.
gimilar lettors have been sent o the

1 c.dlot'unl.c_fﬁu. lo; Office, and Alr giui.nn.
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SECEET :
BUBJ2CT.. Visits to Tiran anpd gepaliyr lslands.:
Prom..... The Ocmmanding Officer, H.M.S8. PENZANCE at Salaga.
Daté..... 27th March, 1956. 0.928/5 -
B0 % i e COMMAMDZR YN CEIE®, EAST INDIBS STATIOX.
Copies to:-~ Commsnder in Chief, Mediterransan
Station,
Comnmanding Officer, H. M, 8. LOFDORDERKY.
Comnanding Officer, E.M.3. WESTON).
Submitted. B
= = *
H.M.S., PENZANCE visgited TIRAN ISLAND on
ROth/S16t March snd SENAPIS ISLAND on 24th/Bothp-March 1536.
2. It 1 nuite certaln. that there is no hunan

habitation on either islanld and that there is no one
living Lhere, Their value as o potentisl Navael bass
is aleo extremely doubtfful. There 18 no sign of ay
rresh water snd "the poseibles sachorages eare ell cxpoced
either to the North or to South and are -uch' restricted
by reecfo. A thorough survey would, m-q'rrur. bBe neceBsEsry
before any definite opinion could be given.

ZIDAN ISLAKD :
S. : I arrived off the 2.W. corner of Tiren Ialand
in the forenoon of 20th, steamed up the weat ooqat. as
far so the reefs st the N. X, extremity,
the West coast and along the South conat uniil the view

was entirely open into the 3trait Detween the two ialands.

resturned down

Then a= it waa hlowing atrangw_ﬁmr_m'lorthnrd X
turned and anchored Tor the night in the les of the 6.5,

corner. A party or orfzeortv l.w u m at‘%craoon but
foum nouunc , SE20 W :
L4, ) Piran Ialand -ou.ld. m‘tn 'to w - paunloo for

a gvooloctat and wonld po--niy mt, ‘ .hu.ng eagmar.
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'5It"edn'als'té of esndstone rock of a great variety of
"colmn' and fomation. Plecea of guartz were also
. faund m great profusion.

The Islend risee up to a height of 1670

There is no vegetation
ot an.v Bort,

: reet and lookad too steep for climbing on the South side.

-’F‘It 1: ot un].iko the Rock ‘of Gibraltar from some noints

- or view. One cairn tmrde the N.W. corner (presumably
erectea. by u.u.s. ENTERFRISE When surveying in 1917)

; was n'b;solu&ely the only touch of man to be seen.

i o

sn:rely approeohed within a few cables, -

; w:md prqvailins b ¢ did not think it nnment to go through

Tt t.he at.rait.e bet'een Tiran and 8ensafir, as one could see

. The South and 'est sides are steep too and can be
In the Norih

» fﬁ-m put.sid.a that the Forth and East coasts of Tiran are

honeycombed with reefs. Prom the N.¥. corner a long reef

st.'retdhe. to the Northward ebout %two miles

h B
SO R = &
e Benai'ir doee not rise to svich & heig:ht as '

'!Eiren au‘: 'tt wa.q eatina’bod that tha zreateat height was
m:u aoo taot u is nonposed of lighter coloured
;amtmn torm.lng a. aeriec ut :Iuyin,g radgeb Scross .
.‘bhé 1313:114 Itl ch.i.or charqoteri.tics ‘are the aatural
qratol bm Qnd &ho oavaeya‘ neat.o. nozhinc else could
::hp";t'waq._‘;tbere, emopz ‘a few natin fishenan'a gmvea
'-WD.-» éa:.m. ‘The latter aro nnt‘.amtood to
"'f-jby a nahing expeaaucn 1n the

S
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! - Prne tho tae PERLANOE s in the Mishhwhood il Ry

five enall fishing dhows vere seen,
mm thet they came from Sues, ﬂm nn not ‘very

enthuomtic about the fishing oomut.m M oonﬂmd

that thmmnoonalmncmmberhhm.

10, Mo further inforaation of value m otadned
oither from the ﬁmmn or rm obumum.

1, It 1o cbosrved that ohwaoss contains o

uoat mumo land gurvey of the Northern pm ermm :

-Iehndnﬂx umzzunlly elsborete contour work, A
possible explanation of the expenditure of 8o much
\Qprotitlblo labour on @ barren stretch of land ie that
the fortification o! thie corner was under consideration
in 1017, Vhen the my vas carried mit by ENTERPRIGE,
vith & viev to controlling the passsge thrdugh the Piran
Btraits,
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60. A disparaging reference has been made in this
Council to Egyptians being on the two islands of Tiran
and Sinafir on the Red Sea, islands which had been
occupied by Egyptians long before the Israel armed
forces advanced to the Gulf of Aqaba a few days after
the signature of the Egyptian-Israel General Armistice
Agreement. Here I feel bound to state that the records
of the Second World War contain official evidence
that Egyptian units had been using these two islands
as part of the Egyptian defensive system during that
war, Egyptian detachments on these two islands co-
operated with the Egyptian air force and the naval
units entrusted at the time with the task of protecting
Allied shipping in the Red Sea against submarine
attack. While Egyptian air force units were covering
the coast for Allied shipping in the Mediterranean, a
force of 8000 Egyptian troops undertook the defence
of the entire length of the Suez Canal and its ports
against continuous, hostile air attacks throughout the
Second World War,
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my Government addressed the Government of Egypt
through the United States Ambassador in Israel on
14 February 1950, asking if it were possible to secure
any clarification of the reasons which had animated
the Government of Egypt in establishing itself on those
two 1slands,

102. We received a reply on 21 February, stating
that at the very end of January the Egyptian Foreign
Minister handed to Ambassador Caffery and aide-
mémoire dated 28 January 1950. I have here the text,
and shall submit it as a document to the Security
Council, because it does not, I think, express a very
sound legal doctrine concerning the rights and duties
of the parties at the head of the Gulf of Aqaba. The
Egyptian Government, in this aide-mémoire, states
that these two islands have been occupied in perfect
agreement with the Government of Saudi Arabia. The
second paragraph states that, in so occupying these
islands, Egypt has merely tried to confirm its rights
on the said islands which, by their geographical position,
are less than three sea miles from the Egyptian coast

of Sinai and some four miles from the opposite coast
of Saudi Arabia.
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132 The Israel representative spoke to us of the
islands situated at the entrance to the Gulf of Aqaba.
He alleged that these islands had been suddenly
occupied by Egypt. He read out a declaration of the
Rgyptian Governent transmitted in a letter addressed
to the United States Embassy at Cairo, Those islands
were not suddenly occupied; they were occupied, may
I point out, in 1906. At that time it had been found
necessaty to delimit the frontiers between Egypt and
the Ottoman Empire. With a view to this delimitation,
Egypt, for technical reasons, proceeded to occupy the
two islands, The occupation was the subject of dis-
cussions, exchanges of views and even letters between
the Ottoman Empire and the Khedivial Government
of Egypt. Consequently, there was no surprise. The
islands have in fact been occupled since 1906, and it
is an established fact that from that time on they have
been under Egyptian administration.
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133. "While it is true that after relations between
Egypt and the Ottoman Empire were broken off these
islands became exclusively Egyptian, and that another
State was able to lﬂl‘tlEltE discussions concerning the
occupation of the two islands; the fact is that that
State was Saudi Arabia. An agreement was concluded
between Egypt and Saudi Arxabia, confirming what
I wonld call, not the annexation, but the occupation
of these ISIELﬂd'Ei and, what is more important, the
recognition that they formm an integral part of the

territory of Egypt.
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Decree of the President of the Arab Republic of Egvpt
No. 27 (1990)

Concerning the baselines of the maritime areas
of the Arab Republic of Egvpt, 9 January 1990

Article 1

The maritime areas coming under the sovereignty and rule of the Arab Republic of Egypt, including 1ts
territorial sea, shall be measured from the straight baselines connecting all the points defined by the co-ordinates
referred to 1 article 2.

Article 2
The co-ordinates referred to 1 article 1. 1n accordance with the geodetic datum (Mercator projection), are:

1. In the Mediterranean Sea. mn accordance with annex 1, which constitute an inseparable part of this Decree;

2. In the Red Sea. in accordance with annex 2_ which constitutes an mnseparable part of this Decree.
Article 3

The lists of co-ordinates referred to 1n article 2 of this Decree shall be published in accordance with the mles
customarnly followed in this regard and shall be notified to the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 4

This Decree shall be published m the Official Gazette.
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