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PREFACE

Thefollowingpagesareareprintofacourseoflecturesdeliveredin
May,June,andJuly,1900.Theirimmediateinspirationwasthewarin
SouthAfrica(twoofthelecturesdealdirectlywiththatwar),butin
thesepages,writtenfifteenyearsago,willbefoundforeshadowedthe
idealsanddeedsofthepresenthour.Whenthebookfirstappeared,
Mr.Crambwrotethathe"hadbeeninducedtopublishthesereflections
bythebelieforthehopethatatthepresentgravecrisistheymight
notbewithoutservicetohiscountry." Inthesamehopehislectures
arenowreprinted.

BIOGRAPHICALNOTE

JohnAdamCrambwasbornatDenny,inScotland,onthe4thofMay,
1862.OnleavingschoolhewenttoGlasgowUniversity,wherehe
graduatedin1885,taking1stClassHonoursinClassics.Inthesame
yearhewasappointedtotheLukeFellowshipinEnglishLiterature.He
alsostudiedatBonnUniversity.Hesubsequentlytravelledonthe
Continent,andin1887marriedthethirddaughterofthelateMr.
EdwardW.SelbyLowndesofWinslow,andleftoneson.From1888to
1890hewasLecturerinModernHistoryatQueenMargaretCollege,
Glasgow.SettlinginLondonin1890hecontributedseveralarticlesto
the_DictionaryofNationalBiography_,andalsooccasionalreviewsto
periodicals.FormanyyearshewasanexaminerfortheCivilService
Commission.In1892hewasappointedLecturerandin1893Professorof
ModernHistoryatQueen'sCollege,London,wherehelectureduntilhis
death.Hewasalsoanoccasionallectureronmilitaryhistoryatthe
StaffCollege,Camberley,andatYork,Chatham,andothercentres.In
Londonhegaveprivatecoursesonhistory,literature,andphilosophy.
HislastseriesoflectureswasdeliveredinFebruaryandMarch,1913,
thesubjectbeingtherelationsbetweenEnglandandGermany.In
responsetomanyrequestshewasengagedinpreparingtheselectures
forpublicationwhen,inOctober,1913,hedied.
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LECTUREI

WHATISIMPERIALISM?

[_Tuesday,May_8_th_,1900]

Thepresentagehasrewrittentheannalsoftheworld,andsetitsown
impressonthetraditionsofhumanity.Innoperiodhastheburdenof
thepastweighedsoheavilyuponthepresent,ortheinterpretationof
itsspeculativeimporttroubledtheheartsoprofoundly,sointimately,
somonotonously.

HowremotewestandfromthetimeswhenRaleighcouldsitdowninthe
Tower,andwithlessanxietyabouthisdocuments,Staterecords,or
stonemonumentsthanwouldnowbeimperativeincompilingthehistory
ofacounty,proceedtowritetheHistoryoftheWorld!Andin
speculationitistheTale,the_fabula_,theprocessionofimpressive
incidentsandpersonages,whichenthrallshim,andwithperfectfitness
hecloseshisworkwiththenoblestInvocationtoDeaththatliterature
possesses.ButbeneaththevarietyorpathosoftheTalethepresent
ageeverapprehendsadeepermeaning,orisoppressedbyasenseof
mystery,ofwonder,orofsorrowunrevealed,whichdefiestears.

ThisrevolutioninourconceptionofHistory,thisboundlessindustry
whichinGermany,France,England,Italy,hasledtotheprintingof
mountainsofforgottenmemoirs,correspondences,Statepapers,this
endlesssiftingofevidence,thistreasuringaboverichesoftheslight
resultsslowlyandpatientlydrawn,isneitheraccident,nortransient
caprice,norantiquarianfrenzy,butaphaseoftheguidingimpulse,
thesupremeinstinctofthisage--theardourtoknowall,toexperience
all,tobeall,tosufferall,inaword,toknowtheTruthof
things--ifhaplytherecomewithitimmortallife,eveniftherecome
withitsilenceandutterdeath.Thedeepenedsignificanceofhistory
springsthusfromthedeepenedsignificanceoflife,andthepassionof
ourinterestinthepastfromthepassionofourinterestinthe
present.Thehalf-effacedimageonacoin,theilluminatedmarginofa
mediaevalmanuscript,thesmileonafadingpicture--ifthesehave
become,asitwere,fountainsofunstablereveries,perpetuatingthe
WonderwhichisgreaterthanKnowledge,itisapowerfromthepresent
thatinveststhemwiththismagic.Lifehasbecomemore
self-conscious;notofthenarrowselfmerely,butofthatdeeperSelf,
themysticPresencewhichworksbehindtheveil.

World-historyisnomorethefairytalewhoseendisdeath,butladen
witheternalmeanings,significances,intimations,swiftgleamsofthe
TimelessmanifestingitselfinTime.Andthedistinguishingfunction
ofHistoryasascienceliesinitsceaselesseffortnotonlytolay
bare,tocrystallizethemomentsofallthesemanifestations,butto
discovertheirconnectingbond,thetiesthatunitethemtoeachother
andtotheOne,thehiddensourceofthesevariedmanifestations,
whetherrevealedastranscendentthought,art,oraction.

Hence,asinprosecutingelsewhereourinquiryintotheoriginofthe
FrenchMonarchyorthedeclineofoligarchicVenice,weexaminednot



onlythecharacters,incidents,policiesimmediatelyconnectedwiththe
subject,butattemptedananswertothequestion--Whatistheplaceof
theseincidentsintheuniversalschemeofthings?sointhetreatment
ofthethemenowbeforeus,theoriginsofImperialBritain,pursuinga
similarplan,wehavetoconsidernotmerelytherelationsofImperial
BritaintotheEnglandandScotlandofearliertimes,butitsrelations
tomediaevalEurope,andtodeterminesofarasispossibleitsplace
amongsttheworld-empiresofthepast.Iusethephrase"Imperial
Britain,"andnot"BritishEmpire,"becausefromthelatterterritorial
associationsareinseparable.ItdesignatesIndia,Canada,Egypt,and
thelike.Butby"ImperialBritain"Iwishtoindicatetheinforming
spirit,theunseenforcefromwithintheraceitself,whichinthepast
hasshapenandinthepresentcontinuestoshapethisoutward,this
materialframeofempire.Withtheriseofthisspirit,this
consciousnesswithintheBritishraceofitsdestinyasanimperial
people,noeventinrecenthistorycanfitlybecompared.Theunityof
GermanyundertheHohenzollernisanimposing,afar-reaching
achievement.Theaspirationsoftheperiodofthe
_Aufklarung_--Lessing,Schiller,Arndt,andFichte--findinthis
edificetheirpoliticalrealization.Buttheincidentisnot
unprecedented.EventhewritingsofFriedrichGentzarenotbyitmade
obsolete.IthasaffectedtheEuropeanState-systemasthesudden
unityofSpainunderFerdinandorthecompletionoftheFrenchMonarchy
underLouisXIVaffectedit.Butinthisunobserved,thissilent
growthofImperialBritain--sounobservedthatitpresentsitselfeven
nowasanunreal,atransientthing--aforceintrudesintothe
State-systemsoftheworldwhich,whetherweviewitinitseffects
uponthepresentageorseektogaugeitssignificancetothefuture,
hasfew,ifany,parallelsinhistory.

--I.THEUNCONSCIOUSANDTHECONSCIOUSINHISTORY

WhatisthenatureofthisConsciousness? Whatisitshistorical
basis? Isitpossibletotracetheprocessbywhichithasemerged?

Inthehistoryofeveryconsciousorganism,arace,aState,oran
individual,thereisacertainmomentwhentheUnconsciousdesire,
purpose,oridealpassesintotheConscious.Life'sendisthen
manifest.Theidealunsuspectedhitherto,ordimlydiscerned,now
becomesthefixedlawofexistence.Suchmomentsinevitablyare
difficulttolocalize.Bonapartein1793fascinatestheyounger
Robespierre--"Hehassomuchofthefutureinhismind." Butitis
neitherToulon,norVendemiaire,norLodi,butthemarshesofArcola,
twoyearsafterRobespierrehasfallenonthescaffold,thatreveal
Napoleontohimself.SoDiderotperceivesthetruebentofRousseau's
geniuslongbeforetheDijonessayrevealsittothelatterhimselfand
toFrance.PolybiusdiscoversinthewarofRegulusandofMylaethe
beginningofRome'simperialcareer,butajusterinstinctleadsLivy
todevotehismostsplendidparagraphstotheheroismindefeatof
ThrasymeneandCannae.ItwasthesingularfateofCamoenstovoice
theidealofhisrace,towitnessitsglory,andtosurviveitsfall.
TheproseofOsorius[1]doesbutprolongtheechoesofCamoens'mighty
line.Withinasinglegeneration,Portugaltracestheboundsofa



world-empire,greatandimpressive;thenextcanhardlydiscoverthe
traces.ButtothelimningofthatsketchallthepastofPortugalwas
necessary,thoughthenitemergedforthefirsttimefromthe
UnconscioustotheConscious.SimilarlyintheEnglandofthe
seventeenthcenturytheconsciousdeliberateresolvetobeitselfthe
masterofitsfatetakescompletepossessionofthenation.Thisis
theidealwhichgivesessentialmeaningtothePetitionofRight,to
theGrandRemonstrance,tothereturnattheRestorationtothe
"principlesof1640";itisthiswhichgivesacommonpurposetothe
livesofEliot,Pym,Shaftesbury,andSomers.Itistheunifying
motiveofthepoliticsofthewholeseventeenthcentury.The
eighteenthexpandsorcurtailsthis,butoriginatesnothing.Anideal
fromthepastcontrolsthegeniusofthegreateststatesmenofthe
eighteenthcentury.Butfromtheclosingyearsofthecenturytothe
presenthouranotherideal,atfirstexistingunperceivedsidebyside
withtheformer,hasslowlybutinsensiblyadvanced,obscureinits
originsandlittleregardedinitsfirstdevelopments,butnow
impressingthewholeearthbyitsmajesty--theIdealofImperial
Britain.

Itisvainormisleadingforthemostparttofixpreciselythefirst
beginningsofgreatmovementsinhistory.Neverthelessitisoften
convenienttoselectforspecialstudyevenarbitrarilysomeincident
orcharacterinwhichthatmovementfirstconspicuouslydisplays
itself.Andifthequestionwereasked--Whendoesmonarchicalor
constitutionalEnglandfirstdistinctivelypassintoImperialBritain?
Ishouldpointtothecloseoftheeighteenthcentury,totheheroic
patiencewithwhichthetwenty-twoyears'waragainstFrancewasborne,
harduponthedisasterofYorktownandthelossofanempire;and
further,ifyouproceededtosearchinspeculativepoliticsoractual
speechesforadeliberateexpressionofthistransition,Ishould
selectasaconspicuousinstanceEdmundBurke'sgreatimpeachmentof
WarrenHastings.Therethisfirstawakeningconsciousnessofan
Imperialdestinydeclaresitselfinaverydramaticandpronouncedform
indeed.YetBurke'srangeinspeculativepolitics,comparedwiththat
ofsuchawriterasMontesquieu,isnarrow.Hisconceptionofhistory
atitshighestisbutananticipationofthepicturesquebutpragmatic
schoolofwhichMacaulayiscoryphaeus.Inreligionhereveredthe
traditions,andacquiescedinthecommonplacesofhistime.His
literarysympathieswerelessvaried,histastelesssurethanthoseof
CharlesJamesFox.Inconstitutionalpoliticsheclungobstinatelyto
theidealsofthepast;toParliamentaryreformhewashostileor
indifferent.AsPittwasthefirstgreatstatesmanofthenineteenth
century,soBurkewasthelastofthegreatstatesmenofthe
seventeenthcentury;foritistotheeraofPymandofShaftesbury
that,inhisconstitutionaltheories,Burkestrictlybelongs.Butif
hisrangewasnarrow,heismasterthere."Withinthatcirclenone
durstwalkbuthe." Nocauseinworld-historyhasinspiredanobler
rhetoric,amightierlanguage.Andifheisareactionaryin
constitutionalpolitics,inhisimpeachmentofHastingsheisthe
prophetofanewera,theannunciatorofanidealwhichthelater
nineteenthcenturyslowlyendeavourstorealize--anempirerestingnot
onviolence,butonjusticeandfreedom.Thisidealinfluencesthe
action,thepolicy,ofstatesmenearlierinthecentury;butinChatham
itsprecisecharacter,thatwhichdifferentiatestheidealofBritain



fromthat,say,ofRome,islessclearthaninBurke.Andinthe
seventeenthcentury,unlessinalatent_unconscious_form,itcan
hardlybetracedatall.Inthespeculativepoliticsofthatcentury
weencounteritagainandagain;butinpracticalpoliticsithasno
part.IcouldnotagreewithLordRoseberywheninanaddresshespoke
ofCromwellas"agreatBriton." CromwellisagreatEnglishman,but
neitherinhisactionsnorinhispolicy,neitherinhisletters,nor
inanyrecordedutterance,publicorprivate,doesheevincedefinite
sympathywith,orclearconsciousnessofthedistinctiveidealof
ImperialBritain.Hisworkindeedleadstowardsthisend,asthework
ofRaleigh,oftheelderEssex,orofGrenville,leadstowardsit,but
notconsciously,notdeliberately.

InBurke,however,andinhisyoungercontemporaries,theconscious
influence,theformativepowerofahigherideal,ofwideraspirations
thanmouldedtheactualstatesmanshipofthepast,cannolongerescape
us.TheEmpireisbeingformed,itsmaterialboundsmarkedout,here
definitely,therelostinrecedingvistas.Onthebattlefieldorin
thesenate-house,oratthecounterofmerchantadventurers,thiswork
isslowlyelaboratingitself.Andwithinthenationatlargetheideal
whichistobethespirit,thelifeoftheEmpireisrisingintoever
clearerconsciousness.Itsinfluencethrowsalightuponthelast
speechesoftheyoungerPitt.IftheImpeachmentbeBurke's_chef
d'oeuvre_,Pittneverreachedamightierclosethaninthespeechwhich
endedasthefirstgreylighttouchedtheeasternwindowsof
Westminster,suggestingontheinstantoneofthehappiestandmost
patheticquotationsevermadewithinthosewalls.[2]Theidealmakes
greatthelifeofWilberforce;itexaltsCanning;andClarkson,
Romilly,Cobbett,Benthamiseachinhiswayitsexponent."TheCryof
theChildren"derivedanaddedpoignancyfromthewiderpitywhich,
aftererrorsandfailuresmoreterriblethancrimes,extendeditselfto
thesufferingintheIndianvillage,intheAfricanforest,orbythe
Nile.TheChartistdemandedtheRightsofEnglishmen,andfoundthe
strengthofhisdemandnotdiminished,butheightened,bytheelder
battle-cryofthe"RightsofMan." Thushasthisideal,grown
conscious,graduallypenetratedeveryphaseofourpubliclife.It
removesthedisabilitiesofreligion;enfranchisesthemillions,that
theybybeingfreemaybringfreedomtoothers.Inthegreat
renunciationof1846itborrowsapagefromRomanannals,andsetsthe
nameofPeelwiththatofCaiusGracchus.Itimpartstomodern
politicsaninspirationandahigh-erectedeffort,thepowertofalter
atnosacrifice,dreadnoresponsibility.

Thus,then,asintheseventeenthcenturytheidealofnationaland
constitutedfreedomtakescompletepossessionoftheEnglishpeople,so
inthenineteenththisidealofImperialBritain,risenatlastfrom
thesphereoftheUnconscioustotheConscious,hasgraduallytaken
possessionofalltheavenuesandpassagesoftheEmpire'slife,till
atthecentury'sclosethereisnotamancapableofsympathiesbeyond
hisindividualwalkwhomitdoesnotstrengthenanduplift.

--2.ANCIENTANDMODERNIMPERIALISM



Definitionsareperilous,yetwemustnowattempttodefinethisideal,
toframeananswertothequestion--Whatisthenatureofthisideal
whichhasthusarisen,ofthisImperialismwhichisinsensiblybut
surelytakingtheplaceofthenarrowerpatriotismofEngland,of
Scotland,andofIreland? Imperialism,Ishouldsay,ispatriotism
transfiguredbyalightfromtheaspirationsofuniversalhumanity;it
isthepassionofMarathon,ofFloddenorTrafalgar,theardourofade
MontfortoraGrenville,intensifiedtoaserenerflamebytheideals
ofaCondorcet,aShelley,oraFichte.Thisistheideal,andinthe
resolutiondeliberateandconscioustorealizethisidealthroughout
itsdominions,fromboundtobound,inthevoluntarysubmissiontothis
astotheprimallawofitsbeing,lieswhatmaybenamedthedestiny
ofImperialBritain.

Astheartistbytheverylawofhisbeingiscompelledtobodyforth
hisconceptionsincolour,inwords,orinmarble,sotheracedowered
withthegeniusforempireiscompelledtodareall,tosufferall,to
sacrificeallforthefulfilmentofitsfate-appointedtask.Thisis
thedistinction,thisthecharacteristicoftheempires,theimperial
racesofthepast,oftheremote,theshadowyempiresofMedia,of
Assyria,ofthenearerempiresofPersia,Macedon,andRome.Tospread
thename,andwiththenametheattributes,thecivilizingpowerof
Hellas,throughouttheworldistheidealofMacedon.Similarlyof
Rome:tosubduetheworld,toestablishthereherpeace,governingall
injustice,markstheRomeofJulius,ofVespasian,ofTrajan.Andin
thismeasurelessdevotiontoacause,inthissurplusenergy,andthe
necessityofrealizingitsidealsinotherraces,inotherpeoples,
liesthedistinctionoftheImperialState,whethercityornation.
TheoriginofthesecharacteristicsinBritishImperialismweshall
examineinalaterlecture.

LetmenowendeavourtosetthedistinctiveidealofBritainbeforeyou
inaclearerlight.Observe,firstofall,thatitisessentially
British.ItisnotRoman,notHellenic.TheRomanidealmouldsevery
formofImperialisminEurope,andeventoacertaindegreeinthe
East,downtotheeighteenthcentury.Thetheoryofthemediaeval
empirederivesimmediatelyfromRome.TheRomanjusticedisguisedas
righteousnesseasilywarrantspersecution,papalorimperial.The
RevocationoftheEdictofPassaubyaHapsburg,andtheRevocationof
theEdictofNantesbyaBourbon,tracetheiroriginwithoutabreakto
thatemperortowhomDanteassignssogreatapartinthe
_Paradiso_.[3]LordBeaconsfield,withthelevityinmattersof
scholarshipwhichhesometimesdisplayed,onceascribedthephrase
_imperiumaclibertas_toaRomanhistorian.Thevoluntaryor
accidentalerrorisnothing;buttheconceptionofRomanImperialism
whichitpopularizedisworthconsidering.Itisfalsetothegenius
ofRome.ItisnotthatthephrasenowhereoccursinaRoman
historian;butnostatesman,noRomanhistorian,notSulla,notCaesar,
norMarcus,couldeverhavebracketedthesewords._Imperiumac
justitia_hemighthavesaid;buthecouldneverhaveusedtogetherthe
conceptionsofEmpireandFreedom.ThepeoplessubduedbyRome--Spain,
Gaul,Africa--receivedfromRomejustice,andforthisgiftblessed
Rome'sname,deifyinghergenius.ButtheidealofFreedom,the
freedomthatallowsorsecuresforeverysoulthepowertomoveinthe
highestpathofitsbeing,thisisnopre-occupationofaRoman



statesman!Yetitisinthisidealoffreedomthatthedistinction,or
atleastadistinctionofModern,asopposedtoRomanorHellenic,
Europeconsists;intheeffort,thatistosay,tospiritualizethe
conceptionofoutwardjustice,ofoutwardfreedom,torescueindividual
lifefromtheincubusoftheState,transfiguringtheStateitselfby
thelargerfreedom,thehigherjustice,whichSophoclesseeksinvain
throughoutHellas,whichVirgilinRomecannowherefind.Thecommon
traitsintheKreonoftragedyandtheKritiasofhistory,inthehero
ofthe_Aeneid_andthetriumvirOctavianus,arenotaccident,but
arisefromtherevoltofthehigherfreedomofArt,consciousor
unconscious,againsttheessentialegoismofthewrongmaskingasright
oftheancientState.AnditisintheEmpireofBritainthatthis
effortofModernEuropeisrealized,notonlyinthehighest,butin
themostoriginalandvariedforms.ThepoweroftheRomanideal,on
theotherhand,sapstheprecedingempiresofModernEuropedowntothe
seventeenthcentury,theempireoftheGermanCaesars,thePapacy
itself,Venice,Spain,BourbonFrance.Considerhowcompletelythe
idealsoftheseStatesareenshrinedinthe_DeMonarchia_,andhow
closelythe_DeMonarchia_knitsitselftoCaesarianandtoconsular
Rome!

ThepoliticalhistoryofVenice,strippedofitstinselandmelodrama,
istediousasatwice-toldtale.Herart,herpalaces,areherown
eternally,atreasuryinexhaustibleasthelightandmysteryofthe
watersuponwhichsherestslikealily,thechangefulelement
multiplyingherstructuredlovelinessandtheopalescenthuesofher
sky.ButinpoliticsVenicehasnotenrichedtheworldwithasingle
inspiringthoughtwhichRomehadnotcenturiesearlierillustratedmore
grandly,moresimply,andwithyetprofoundermeanings.

Spainfalls,notasCarlyleimagines,becauseit"rejectstheFaith
profferedbythevisitingangel"--aProtestantSpainisimpossible--but
becauseSpainseekstostifleintheNetherlands,inEuropeatlarge,
thatfreedomwhichmodernEuropehadcometoregardasdearerthan
life--freedomtoworshipGodafterthemannernearesttoitsheart.
ButdisastertaughtSpainnothing--

[Illustration:Greektext]

Alas,formortalhistory!Inhappyfortune
Ashadowmightoverturnitsheight;whilstofdisaster
Awetspongeatastrokeeffacesthelesson;
And'tisthislastIdeemlife'sgreaterwoe.

TheembitteredwisdomofAeschylusfindsinallhistorynomoreshining
commentthanthedeclineofSpain.[4]

ThegloomyresolutionoftheAustrianFerdinandII,theinternecinewar
ofthirtyyearswhichheprovokes,sullenlypursues,andindying
bequeathstohisson,arevisiteduponhishouseatLeuthen,Marengo,
Austerlitz,andintheoverthrowoftheempiredevisedtencenturies
beforebyLeoIIIandCharlemagne.

AndwiththeRevocation,withLeTellierandtheBull_Unigenitus_,the



processionoftheFrenchkingsbegins,whichendsinthePlacedela
Revolution:--"SonofSt.Louis,ascendtoHeaven."

Fromthisthraldomtothepast,totheidealofRome,ImperialBritain,
firstamongstmodernempires,completelybreaks.Foritisanew
empirewhichImperialBritainpresentstoourscrutiny,anewempire
mouldedbyanewideal.

Letmeillustratethisbyacontrast--acontrastbetweentwoarmiesand
whateachbringstothevanquished.

WhothathasreadthehistorianofAlvacanforgetthemarchofhis
armythroughthesummermonthssomethreehundredandthirtyyearsago?
Thatarmy,themostperfectthatanycaptainhadledsincetheRoman
legionslefttheworld,defiesfromthegorgesofSavoy,anddivision
behinddivisionadvancesthroughthepassesandacrosstheplainsof
BurgundyandLorraine.Onesimileleapstothepenofeveryhistorian
whonarratesthatmarch,theapproachofsomevastserpent,the
glancingofitscoilsunwindingstillvisiblethroughtheJunefoliage,
fateful,stealthy,castinguponitsvictimthetorporofits
irresistiblestrength.AndtotheNetherlandswhatdoesthatarmy
bring? Deathcomeswithit--deathintheshapemostcalculatedto
breaktheresolutionofthemostdauntless--therack,thesolitary
dungeon,theawfulappareloftheInquisitiontorture-chamber,the
_auto-da-fe_,andupontheeveningairthatodouroftheburningflesh
ofmenwherewithPhilipofSpainhallowedhissecondbridals.These
thingsaccompanythemarchofAlva.Andthatarmyofourswhichdayby
dayadvancesnotlessirresistiblyacrosstheveldtofAfrica,what
doesthatarmyportend? Thatarmybringswithitnottherack,northe
dungeon,northedread_auto-da-fe_;itbringswithit,andnottoone
peopleonlybuttothevastcomplexityofpeopleswithinherbounds,
theassuranceofEngland'sunbrokenmight,ofherdevotiontothat
idealwhichhasexercisedaconsciousswayoverthemindsofthree
generationsofhersons,andquickenedinthebloodoftheunreckoned
generationsofthepast--anideal,shallIsay,akintothatofthe
prophetoftheFrenchRevolution,Diderot,"_elargissezDieu!_"--to
liberateGodwithinmen'shearts,sothatman'slifeshallbefree,of
itselfandinitself,tosettowardsthelodestarofitsbeing,harmony
withtheDivine.AnditbringstothepeoplesofAfrica,towhomthe
comingofthisarmyisforgoodorevilsoeventful,sofraughtwith
consequencestothefutureagesoftheirrace,someassurancefromthe
designs,thepurposeswhichthisislandhasinearlyorrecenttimes
pursued,thatthesameoryetloftierpurposesshallguideusstill;
whilsttothenationswhoseeyesarefasteneduponthatarmyitoffers
somecauseforgratulationorrelief,thatinthisproblem,whosevast
issues,vistarecedingbehindvista,mensowideapartasNapoleonI.
andVictorHugoponderedspell-bound;thatinthisarenawhere
conflictsawaitusbesidewhich,inrenunciation,triumph,ordespair,
thisofto-dayseemsbutatoy;thatinthiscrisis,acrisisinwhich
thewholeearthisconcerned,theEmpirehasintervened,definitelyand
foralltime,whichmorethananyotherknowntohistoryrepresents
humanity,andinitsdealingswithracedistinctionsandreligious
distinctionsdoesmorethananyotherrepresenttheprinciplethat"God
hasmadeofonebloodallthenationsoftheearth."



--3.THEMANDATEOFDESTINY

Inthesetwoarmiesthen,andinwhateachbringstothevanquished,
thecontrastbetweentwoformsofImperialismoutlinesitselfsharply.
Theearlier,thatoftheancientworld,littlemodifiedbymediaeval
experiments,limitsitselftoconcrete,toexternaljustice,imparted
tosubjectpeoplesfromabove,fromsomebeneficentmonarchortyrant;
thelater,theImperialismofthemodernworld,theImperialismof
Britain,hasforitsendthelargerfreedom,thehigherjusticewhose
rootisinthesoulnotoftherulerbutoftherace.Theformer
nowherelooksbeyondjustice;thisseesinjusticebutameanstoan
end.Itaimsthroughfreedomtosecurethatmenshallfindjustice,
notasagiftfromBritain,butastheyfindtheairaroundthem,a
naturalpresence.Justicesoconceivedisnotanendinitself,buta
conditionofman'sbeing.Intheancientworld,governmentevertends
toidentifyitselfwiththeState,evenwhen,asinRomeorPersia,
thatStateisimperial.Inthemodern,governmentwithconcrete
justice,civicfreedomasitsaims,evertendstobecomebutafunction
oftheStatewhoseidealishigher.

Thevisionofthe_DeMonarchia_--oneGod,onelaw,onecreed,one
emperor,semi-divine,far-off,immaculate,guidingtheroundworldin
justice,thecrowningexpressionofRome'sidealbyagreatpoetwhose
imaginationwasonfirewiththememoryofRome'sgrandeur--doesbut
describeafterallanexteriorjustice,ajusticeshowereddownupon
menbyabeneficenttyrant,aFrederickI,inspiredbythesagasof
SiegfriedandofCharlemagne,orthesecondFrederick,the"Wonderof
theWorld"tothethirteenthcentury,andeveralluring,yetever
eluding,thecuriosityofthenineteenth;oraHenryVII,ineffectual
andmelancholic.Such"justice"passeseasilybyitsownexcessinto
theinjusticewhichdispatchesAlva'sarmyorfindsbizarreexpression
inthephraseof"leRoisoleil,"--"TheState? IamtheState." The
idealofmodernlife,theidealofwhichBritainisthesupreme
representativeamongstexistingempires,startingnotfromjusticebut
fromfreedom,maybetracedbeyondtheFrenchRevolutionandthe
Reformation,backeventothecommand"RenderuntoCaesar." Thatword
thrustitselflikeawedgeintotheancientunityoftheStateandGod.
ItcarriedwithitnotmerelythedoomoftheRomanEmpire,butofthe
wholefabricoftheancientrelationsofStateandIndividual.Yet
Sophoclesfelttheinjusticeofthisjusticefourcenturiesbefore,as
stronglyasTertullian,theMaratofdyingRome,feltittwocenturies
afterthatcommandwasuttered.

Suchthenisthecharacteroftheideal.Andintheresolutionasa
people,forthefurtheranceofitsgreatends,todoall,tosuffer
all,asRomeresolved,lieswhatmaybedescribedasthedestinyof
ImperialBritain.Nonemoreimpressive,noneloftierhaseverarisen
withintheconsciousnessofapeople.AndtoEnglandthroughallher
territoriesandseasthemomentforthatresolutionisnow.Ifever
therecametoanycity,race,ornation,clearandhighthroughthe
twilightspaces,acrosstheabysseswherethestarswander,thecallof
itsfate,itisNOW!ThereisanArabfableofthewhitesteedof
Destiny,withthethundermaneandthehoofsoflightning,thatto



everyman,astoeverypeople,comes_once_.Glorytothatman,to
thatrace,whodarestomountit!Andthatsteed,isitnotnearing
Englandnow? Hark!theringingofitshoofsisbornetoourearson
theblast!

Temptationstoflyfromthisdecision,toshrinkfromthegreat
resolve,totemporize,towaver,haveatsuchmomentseverpresented
themselvestomenandtonations.Evennowtheypresentthemselves,
manifold,subtlydisguised,insidiouslypersuasive,asexhortationsto
humility,forinstance,asappealstothedeferenceduetotheopinion
ofotherStates.Butinthefaith,theundyingfaith,thatit,andit
alone,canperformthefate-appointedtask,dwellsthevirtueofevery
imperialracethatHistoryknows.Howshallanyempire,anystate,
consciousofitsdestiny,imitatetheself-effacementprescribedtothe
individual--"Inhonourpreferringoneanother"? Thisinanimperial
Statewerethepremonitionofdecay,thepresageofdeath.

Butthereisonegreatpledge,asolemnwarrantofherresolveto
swervenot,toblenchnot,whichEnglandhasalreadyoffered.That
pledgeisElandslaagte,itisEnslin,theModder,andthebloodyagony
ofMagersfontein.Foritgrowseverclearerasmonthsucceedsmonth
thatitisbytheinvincibleforceofthisideal,thisofImperial
Britain,thatwehavewagedthiswarandfoughtthesebattlesinSouth
Africa.Ifitbenotforthiscause,itisforacausesofalsetoall
thepast,fromAgincourttoBalaklava,thatithasbuttobenamedto
carrywithititsownrefutation.Thereisakindoftragicelevation
intheveryhorrorofthemarchofAttila,ofGinghisKhan,orof
Timour.Buttoassembleahostfromallthequartersofthiswide
Empire,tomakeAfrica,asitwere,therendezvousoftheearth,for
thesakeofafewgold,afewdiamondmines,whatlanguagecanequala
designthusbase,ambitionthussordid? Andifwecalltomemorythe
deadwhohavefalleninthiswar,thosewhoatitsbeginningwerewith
usintheradianceoftheirmanhood,butnow,stillinthegrave,all
tracesoflife'smajestynotyetgonefromtheirbrow,andifthose
deadlipsaskus,"Whyarewethus? Andinwhatcausehavewedied?"
wereitnotahardthingforBritain,forEurope,indeedforallthe
world,iftheonlyanswerwecouldmaketothequestionshouldbe,"It
isforthemines,itisforthemines!" Nomancanbelievethat;no
man,savehimwhosesoulfactionhassealedinimpenetrablenight!The
imaginationrecoilsrevolted,terror-struck.Greatenterpriseshave
everattractedsomebaseadherents,andthesebytheirverypresence
seemtosullyeveryachievementrecordedofnationsorcities.Butto
arraignthefountainandtheendofthehighactionbecauseofthis
baseralloy? Toimpeachonthisaccountallthevalour,allthewisdom
longapproved? Replyisimpossible;thethingsimplyisnotBritish.

Indeed,inverydeed,itisforanothercause,andforanother
ideal--anidealthat,gatheringtoitselfdowntheagestheardourof
theirbattle-cries,fallsinallthesplendourofanewhopeaboutthe
pathofEnglandnow.Forthisthesemenhavedied,fromthefirst
battleofthewartothatfoughtyesterday.Anditisthisknowledge,
thiscertainty,whichgivesushearttoacquiesce,aseachofusis
compelledtoacquiesce,inthepresenceofthatarmyinSouthAfrica.
Theyhavefallen,fightingforallthathasmadeourracegreatinthe
past,forthis,themandateofdestinytoourraceinthefuture.They



havefallen,thoseyouths,self-devotedtodeath,withacourageso
impetuous,castingtheiryouthawayasifitwereathingofno
account,acarelesstrifle,lifeandallitspromises!Butyesterday
intheflushofstrengthandbeauty;to-nightthewindsfromtropic
seasstirthegrassabovetheirgraves,thesouthernstarslookdown
upontheplaceoftheirrest.Forthisidealtheyhavedied--"intheir
youth,"toborrowthephraseofaGreekorator,"tornfromuslikethe
springfromtheyear."

Falleninthiscause,inbattleforthisideal,beholdthemadvanceto
greetthegreatdeadwhofellintheoldwars!See,throughthemists
oftime,Valhalla,itstowersandbattlements,upliftthemselves,and
fromtheirplacesthephantomsofthemightyheroesofallagesriseto
greettheseEnglishyouthswhoentersmiling,thebloodyettrickling
fromtheirwounds!Behold,Achillesturns,unbendingfromhisdeep
disdain;Rustum,Timoleon,Hannibal,andthoseoflaterdayswhofell
atBrunanburh,Senlac,andTrafalgar,turntowelcomethedeadwhomwe
havesentthitherasthe_avant-garde_ofourfaith,thatinthiscause
isourdestinyinthisthemandateofourfate.

[1]TheLatinworkofOsorius,_DerebusgestisEmmanuelisregis
Lusitaniae_,appearedin1574,twoyearslaterthan_OsLusiadas_.The
twelvebooksofOsoriuscoverthetwenty-sixyearsbetween1495and
1521,thustraversingpartsofthesamegroundasCamoens.Butthe
heroofOsoriusisAlboquerque.HisaffectationofCiceronianism,the
literaryviceoftheage,castsasuspicionuponthesincerityofmany
ofhisepithetsandparagraphs,yettheworkasawholeiscomposed
withhiseyesuponhissubject.SevenyearsaftertheLatin,aFrench
translation,abeautifullyprintedfoliofromEstienne'spress,was
published,containingeightadditionalbooks,byLopezdeCastanedoand
others,bringingthehistorydownto1529.

[2]ThefirstofPitt'stworemarkablespeechesinthegreatdebateof
April,1792,ontheAbolitionoftheSlave-tradewasmadeonApriland
Pitt,accordingtoapamphletreportprintedbyPhillipsimmediately
afterwards,roseafteranall-nightsittingtospeakatfouro'clockon
Tuesdaymorning(April3rd).Thecloseofthespeechisthusreported:
"Ifwelistentothevoiceofreasonandduty,andpursuethisnight
thelineofconductwhichtheyprescribe,someofusmaylivetoseea
reverseofthatpicture,fromwhichwenowturnoureyeswithpainand
regret.WemaylivetobeholdthenativesofAfricaengagedinthe
calmoccupationsofindustry,inthepursuitsofajustandlegitimate
commerce.Wemaybeholdthebeamsofscienceandphilosophybreaking
inupontheirland,whichatsomehappyperiodinstilllatertimesmay
blazewithfulllustre,andjoiningtheirinfluencetothatofpure
religion,mayillumineandinvigoratethemostdistantextremitiesof
thatimmensecontinent.ThenmaywehopethatevenAfrica,thoughlast
ofallthequartersoftheglobe,shallenjoyatlength,intheevening
ofherdays,thoseblessingswhichhavedescendedsoplentifullyupon
usinamuchearlierperiodoftheworld.ThenalsowillEurope,
participatinginherimprovementsandprosperity,receiveanample
recompenseforthetardykindness(ifkindnessitcanbecalled)ofno
longerhinderingthatcontinentfromextricatingherselfoutofthe



darknesswhichinothermorefortunateregionshasbeensomuchmore
speedilydispelled--

Nonprimusequisoriensafflavitanhelis,
illicserarubensaccenditluminaVesper.

Then,Sir,maybeappliedtoAfricathosewords,originallyindeedused
withadifferentview--

Hisdemumexactis--
devenerelocoslaetos,etamoenavireta
fortunatorumnemorum,sedesquebeatas;
largiorhiecamposaether,etluminevestit
purpureo."

Pitt'ssecondspeech,ofwhichonlyabriefimpassionedfragment
remains,wasdeliveredonApril27th(_Parl.Hist._xxix,pp.1134-88).

[3]Justiniannotonlyinhispolicybutinhislawssumsthehistory
ofthethreeprecedingcenturies,anddeterminesthehistoryofthe
centurieswhichfollow.ToDanteherepresentsatoncethesubtleties
ofJurisprudenceandTheology.TheEagle'shymninthe_Paradiso_
(Cantosxix,xx)definesthelimitationsandthegloryofRomanand
MediaevalImperialism.Theessenceoftheentiretreatise_De
Monarchia_isinthesecantos;andCantovi,whereJustinianinperson
speaks,isinformedbythesamespirit.

[4]Portugalinthefirsthalfofthesixteenthcenturypresentsa
furtherinstanceofanempireactuatedbythesameidealsasthoseof
Spain.Withinasinglecentury,almostwithinthememoryofasingle
life,Portugalappearssuccessivelyasastrongunitednation,an
empireofgreatandfar-stretchedrenown,andthen,byarevolutionin
fortuneofwhichtherearefewexamples,asavanquishedandsubject
State.Hermerchantswereprinces,hermonarchs,JohnII,Emmanuel,
JohnIII,andSebastian,wereinricheskingsofthekingsofEurope.
ButduringthebriefperiodofPortugal'sglory,tyrannyandbigotry
wenthandinhand.Totheprideofherconquistadoreswasaddedthe
fanaticismofXavierandhisretinue,andintheveryyearswhenwithin
thesameregionBaberandAkbarwereraisingthewiseandtolerant
administrationofthefirstMoguls,theInquisition,withitspriests,
incantations,andtorture-chambers,wasestablishedatGoa.The
resemblanceinfeature,bearing,andincharacterbetweentheGilberts,
theGrenvilles,andtheAlboquerquesandAlmeidasisindisputable;but
certainineffaceableandintrinsicdistinctionsultimatelyforce
themselvesuponthemind.Andthesedistinctionsmarkthedivergence
betweenthefateandthedesignsofEnglandandthefateandthe
designsofLusitania,betweentheempireofPortugalandthatof
Britain.Indeed,uponthespiritofmediaevalimperialismtheworkof
Osoriusishardlylessilluminatingthanthedeliberatetreatiseof
Dante.

LECTUREII



THEDEVELOPMENTOFTHEPOLITICALIDEAL

[_Tuesday,May_15_th_,1900]

Man'spathliesbetweenthelivingandthedead,andHistoryseemsto
movebetweentwohemispheresthateverywheretouchyetunitenowhere,
thePast,shadowy,vast,illimitable,thatateachmomentends,the
Futurenotlessshadowy,vast,illimitable,thatateachmomentbegins.
Thequestion,"WhatisHistory?"isbutthequestion,"WhatisLife?"
transferredfromthedomainofthePresenttothedomainofthePast.
Tounderstandthewhorlofashellwouldrequireanintelligencethat
hasgraspedtheuniverse,andfortheknowledgeofthehistoryofan
hourtheaeonsofthefathomlesspastwerenotexcessiveasa
preliminarystudy.Massillon'sinjunction,"Lookthouwithin,"does
butdiscovertoourviewinnerve-centres,inemotionalorin
instinctivetendencies,hieroglyphicsgravenbylongvanishedancestral
generations.ButNature,toguardmanfromdespair,hasfashionedhim
acontemporaryoftheremotestages.Thebeamoflight,howeverfar
intospaceittravel,yetremainsunseveredfromtheorbwhenceit
sprang,andMan,theyoungest-bornofTime,isyetonewiththesource
whencehecame.Asagefliespastafterage,theimmanenceofthe
Divinegrowsmore,notlessinsistent.Eachmomentindeedisrootedin
thedatelesspastinextricably;buttoitsinterpretationthesoul
comes,awandererfromaeonsnotlessdistant,ladenwiththepresaging
memories,experiences,innumerableauxiliariesunseen,whichthepast
itselfhassuppliedforitsownconquestorthatofthepresent.
Trustingtothese,manisunmovedatthenarrownessofhisconscious
sovereignty,astheeyeisunmovedatthenarrowboundsthathedgeits
vision,andfindspeacewherehewouldotherwisehavefoundbutdespair.

Thoseaffinities,thoseintimaterelationsofthepastandpresent,are
thebasisofspeculativepolitics.Ajudgmentuponamovementinthe
present,anopinionhazardeduponthecurvewhichastate,anation,or
anempirewilldescribeinthefuture,isoflittlevalueunlessfroma
wideenoughsurveytheclearsanctionofthepastcanbeallegedinits
support.

Assumingthereforethatintheidealdelineatedabovewehavetheideal
ofaracedestinedtoEmpire,andatlastacrossthecenturiesgrown
consciousofthatdestiny,thequestionconfrontsus--isitpossible
outofthepast,notsurveyingitfromthevantage-groundofthe
presentmerely,butasitwerelivingintothepresentfromthepast,
toforeshadowtheriseofthisconsciousness? Orturningbackinthe
lightofthisconsciousnesstothepast,isthereofferedbythepasta
justificationofthisinterpretationofthepresent,ofthismovement
styled"Imperialism"?

Theheartofthematterliesinthetransformationofmediaeval
patriotismintomodernimperialism,intheevolutionordevelopment
whichoutoftheEnglishmanoftheearliercenturieshasproducedthe
Englishmanofthepresent,movedbyotherandhigherpoliticalends.
Isthereanyincidentorseriesofincidentsinourhistory,of
magnitudeenoughprofoundlytoaffectthenationalconsciousness,to
whichwemaylookforthecauses,orfortheformativespirit,ofthis



change? AndintheireffectuponthenationalconsciousnessofBritain
havetheseincidentsfollowedanylawtraceableinothernationsor
empires?

--I.OFTHEACTIONOFSTATESANDOFINDIVIDUALS

Thereisakindofcriticismdirectedagainstpoliticswhich,yearby
yearormonthbymonth,makesthediscoverythatbetweenthecodewhich
regulatestheactionofStatesandthecodewhichregulatestheactions
ofindividualsdivergenciesorcontradictionsareconstantlyarising.
Warviolatestheordinancesofreligion;diplomacy,theordinancesof
truth;expediency,thoseofjustice.Andtheconclusionisdrawnthat
whateverbethesofteninginfluencesofcivilizationupontherelations
ofprivatelife,withinthesphereofpolitics,barbarism,brutally
aggressiveorcraftilyobsequious,reignsundisturbed.Erasucceeds
era,faithsriseandset,statesmenandthinkers,prophetsandmartyrs,
act,speak,suffer,die,andareseennomore;but,scornfulofall
theirstrivings,thegreatAnarchstillstandssullenandunalteredby
thecenturies.Andthesecritics,undeterredbyBurke'shesitationto
"drawupanindictmentagainstawholenation,"makeboldtoarraign
Humanityitself,chargingalikethepresentandthepastwithperpetual
self-contradiction,anhypocrisythatneverdies.

UnderlyingthisimpeachmentofNationsandStatesintheirrelationsto
eachothertheassumptionatoncerevealsitself,thateveryState,
whethercivic,national,orimperial,isbutanaggregateofthe
individualsthatcomposeit,andshouldaccordinglyberegulatedinits
actionsbythesamelaws,thesameprinciplesofconduct,ascontrol
theactionsofindividuals.Andhethereforeisthegreateststatesman
whoconstrainstheStateasnearlyaspossibleintothelineprescribed
totheindividual--whateverruinanddisasterattendtherash
adventure!TheperplexityisoldastheembassyofCarneades,youngas
theself-communingsofMazzini.

Yetcertainterms,currentenoughamongstthosewhodeliveroratleast
acquiesceinthisindictment(suchas"Organism"or"OrganicUnity"as
appliedtotheState),mightofthemselvessuggestareconsiderationof
theaxiomthattheStateisbutanaggregateofindividuals.Theunity
ofanorganism,thougharisingfromtheconstituentparts,isyet
distinctfromtheunityofthoseparts.Eveninchemistrythelaws
whichregulatethemoleculearenotthelawswhichregulatethe
constituentatoms.Andinthathighestandmostcomplexofall
unities,theState,wefind,aswemightexpecttofind,lawsof
anotherrange,andaremoterpurport,obscurertousintheirorigins,
moremysteriousintheirtendencies,thanthelawswhichmeetusinthe
unitieswhichcomposeit.IntheregioninwhichStatesactand
interact,whetherwithPlatoweregarditasmoredivine,oras
Rousseaupassionatelyinsists,aslower,thelawswhicharevalidmust
atleastbe_other_thanthelawsvalidamongstindividuals.Theorbit
describedbythelifeoftheStateisofawider,amightiersweepthan
theorbitoftheseparatelife.Thelifewhichtheindividual
surrenderstotheStateisnotonewiththelifewhichhereceivesin
return;yetevenofthisinterchangenoanalysishasyetlaidbarethe



conditions.

Theseconsiderationsarenotdesignedtoimplythatintherelations
betweenStatesthecodeofindividualethicsisnecessarilyannulled;
buttosuggestthatthelawswhichregulatetheactionsorthe
sufferingofStates,assuch,havetooperemptorilybeenassumedtobe,
bynatureandtheground-planoftheuniverse,identicalwiththelaws
ofindividuallife,itsactionsoritssufferings,andthatitis
somethingofa_petitioprincipii_,inthepresentstageofour
knowledge,tojudgetheonebythestandardsapplicableonlytothe
other.

TheprofoundeststudentsoftheactionsofStateshaveinalltimes
beenaware,notofthefixedantagonism,butoftheessential
distinction,betweenthetwocodes.EveryprincipleofMachiavelliis
implicitinThucydides,andSulla,whomMontesquieuselectsasthe
supremetypeofRomangrandeur,doesbutfollowprincipleswhich
reappearinthepoliticsofanInnocentIIIoraRichelieu,aCromwell
oranOxenstiern.[1]ThelossofSulla's_Commentaries_[2]is
irreparableasthelossofthefifthbookofthe_Annals_ofTacitusor
theburnt_Memoirs_ofShaftesbury;intheliteratureofpoliticsitis
adisasterwithoutaparallel.WhatSullafeltasafirst,mostliving
impulseappearsinlatertimesasacolder,acriticaljudgment.Itis
thusthatitpresentsitselftoMachiavelli,notthewriterofthat
_jeud'esprit_,_IlPrincipe_,perplexingas_Hamlet_,andasvariously
interpreted,buttheauthorofthestatelyperiodsofthe_Istorie_and
the_Discorsi_,thehaughtiestofspeculators,andinpoliticsthe
profoundestofmodernthinkers.M.Sorelencounterslittledifficulty
inprovingthatthediplomacyofEuropeintheseventeenthand
eighteenthcenturiesisbutanexpositionoftheprinciplesofthe
_Discorsi_;FredericktheGreat,whostartedhisliteraryactivityby
therefutationofthe_Prince_,beganandendedhispoliticalcareeras
ifhisoneaimweretoillustratethemaximsthatintherashnessof
inexperiencehehadcondemned;andwithinlivingmemory,thevindicator
ofOliverCromwellfoundinthecompositionofthesameFrederick's
historythesolaceandthetormentofhislastandgreatestyears.

Topressthisinquiryfurtherwouldbeforeigntothepresentsubject;
enoughhasbeensaidtoindicatethatfromwhateverdeepunitytheymay
spring,thelawswhichdeterminethelifeofaState,asdisplayedin
History,arenotidenticalwiththelawsofindividuallife.The
regionofArt,however,seemstoofferaneutralterritory,whereitis
possibletoobtainsomeperception,or_Ahnung_asaGermanwouldsay,
oftheoperationinthelifeofStatesofalawwhichbearsdirectly
upontheproblembeforeus.

--2.THELAWOFTRAGEDYASAPPLIEDTOHISTORY

Inthehistoryofpastempires,theirriseanddecline,inthehistory
ofthisEmpireofBritainfromthecomingofCerdicandCynrictothe
presentmomentouscrisis,thererevealsitselfaforce,aninfluence,
notwithoutanalogytotheinfluenceascribedbyAristotletoAttic
Tragedy.ThefunctionofTragedyhedefinedasthepurificationofthe



soulbyCompassionandbyTerror--+dieleouka� phoboukatharsis+.[3]
Criticsandcommentatorsstilldebatetheprecisemeaningofthe
definition;butmyinterpretation,orapplicationofittothepresent
inquiryisthis,thatbycompassionandterrorthesoulisexalted
abovecompassionandterror,isliftedabovethetouchofpityorof
fear,attainingtoastatelikethatportrayedbyDante--

IosonfattadaDio,suamerce,tale,
Chelavostramiserianonmitange
Nefiammad'estoincendiononm'assale.[4]

Inthetragichourthesoulisthusvouchsafedadeepervision,
discernsaremoter,serener,mightieridealwhichhenceforthitpursues
unalterably,undeviatingly,asifsweptonbyalawofNatureitself.
Sorrow,thusconceived,isthedivinestthoughtwithintheDivinemind,
andwhenmanifestedinthatmostcomplexofunities,theconsciousness
ofaState,thesoulofarace,itassumesproportionsthatbytheir
veryvaguenessinspirebutadeeperawe,presentingastudythe
loftiestthatcanengagethehumanintellect.

Geniusforempireinaracesuppliesthatimpressivenesswithwhicha
heroicorroyalorigininveststheprotagonistofatragedy,an
AgamemnonoraTheseus.Hence,thoughtraceableinall,theoperation
ofthislaw,analogoustothelawofTragedy,displaysitselfinthe
historyofimperialcitiesornationsingranderandmoreimposing
dimensions.Nowhere,forinstance,areitseffectsexhibitedinamore
impressivemannerthaninthefallofImperialAthens--mostpoignantly
perhapsinthathourofherhistorywhichtransformsthecharacterof
Athenianpolitics,whenamidthehappytumultoftheautumnvintage,
thechoricsong,theprocession,thereveloftheOschophoria,there
camearumourofthedisasteratSyracuse,which,swiftlysilenced,
startedtolifeagain,awildsurmise,thenpanic,andthedread
certaintyofruin.Thathourwasbuttheessentialagonyofa
soul-conflictwhich,affectingageneration,marksthetransformation
oftheAthensofKimonandEphialtes,ofKleonandKritias,intothe
Athens[5]ofPlatoandIsocrates,ofDemosthenesandPhocion.Inthe
writingsofsuchmen,intheirspeculationsuponpolitics,one
pervadingdesireencountersus,alikeinthegraveserenityofthe
Laws,theimpassionedvehemenceofthe_Crown_,inthemeasured
cadencesofthe_Panegyric_,theefforttoleadAthenstowardssome
higherenterprise,tosecureforAthensandforHellassomeuniting
power,civicorimperial,anotherempirethanthatwhichfellin
Sicily,andmovedbyaloftierideal.Theseriousadmirationof
ThucydidesforSparta,theironicadmirationofSocrates,Plato's
appealstoCreteandtoancientLacedsemon,thesearenotrenegadism,
notdisloyaltytoAthens,butfidelitytoanotherAthensthanthatof
KleonorofKritias.Historyneveragainbeheldsuchabandof
pamphleteers![6]

InthehistoryofRome,duringthesecondwaragainstCarthage,a
similarmomentoccurs.AfterCannae,Romeliesfaintfromhaemorrhage,
butrisesanewcity.TheRomeofGracchusandofDrususisgreater
thantheRomeoftheDecemvirs.Itisnottheinevitablechangewhich
centuriesbring;another,ahigherpurposehasimplanteditselfwithin



Rome'slifeasaState.TheRomeofGracchusandofDrususannounces
ImperialRome,theRomeoftheCaesars.

SointhehistoryofIslam,fromtheanguishandstrugglesofthe
eighthcentury,theIslamofHarounandMutasimarises,impartingeven
todyingPersia,asitwere,asecondprime,bythewisdomand
imaginativejusticeofitssway.

InthedevelopmentofImperialBritain,theconflictwhichinthe
life-historyofthesetwoStates,AthensandRome,hasitsessential
agonyatCannaeoratSyracuse,theconflictwhichaffectsthenational
consciousnessasthehouroftragicinsightaffectstheindividual
life,findsitsparallelinthefifteenthcentury.Afterthe
short-livedgloryofAgincourtandthevaincoronationatParis,
humiliationfollowshumiliation,calamityfollowscalamity.Theempire
purchasedbythewarofacenturyislostinaday;andEngland's
chivalry,asifstungtomadnessbythemagnitudeofthedisaster,
turnsitsmutilatingswords,likeParisafterSedan,againstitself.
Thehavocofcivilwarprolongstherancourandtheshameofforeign
defeat,sothatRheims,Chatillon,Wakefield,Barnet,andTewkesbury,
withotherlessrememberedwoes,seemlikemomentsinonelongtempest
offierymiserythatbreaksoverEngland,stilledatlastinthe
desperatelistsatBosworth.

Thisperiodneglected,perhapswiselyneglected,bythepolitical
historian,isyettheperiodtowhichwemustturnforthesecret
sourcesofthatrevolutioninitspoliticalcharacterwhich,furthered
bytheincidentsthatfortunereservedforher,hasgraduallyfashioned
outoftheEnglandoftheAngevinstheImperialBritainofto-day.

InEnglanditispossibletotracetheoperationofthistransforming
power,whichIhavecomparedtothetransformingpoweroftragedy,ina
verycompletemanner.Itrevealsitself,forinstance,intwo
differentmodesoraspects,which,forthesakeofclearness,maybe
dealtwithseparately.Inthefirstoftheseaspects,deeplyand
permanentlyaffectingthenationalconsciousness,whichaswehaveseen
isdistinctfromthesumoftheunitscomposingit,thelawoftragedy
appearsastheinfluenceofsuffering,of"terror"inthemystic
transcendentalsenseoftheword,ofreverentfear,yetwithit,serene
anddauntlesscourage.ThisinfluencenowmakesitselffeltinEnglish
politics,inEnglishreligion,inEnglishciviclife.

IfweconsiderthehistoryofEnglandpriortothisepoch,itmightat
firstsightappearasifherewerearaceemphaticallynotdestinedfor
empire.NotinherdealingswithconqueredFrance,notinIreland,not
inScotland,doesEnglandbetray,inhernationalconsciousness,any
sympathyevenwiththataspirationtowardsconcretejusticewhichmarks
theimperialcharacterofPersiaandofRome.Englandseemsfatedto
addbutonerecordmoretothetediousstoryofunintelligenttyrant
States,illustratingthetheme--+hubrisphyteueityrannon+--"insolence
begetsthetyrant!" Eventohercontemporary,Venice,themindturns
fromEnglandwithrelief;whilstinthegovernmentofKhorassanbythe
earlierAbbassidesweencounteranadministrationsingularlyfreefrom
thedefectsthatvitiateImperialRomeatitszenith.Andnowinthe
daysofthefirstTudorsallEngland'seffortsatempirehavecometo



nothing.Knut'sempiresinkswithhim;NormanandPlantagenetfollow;
butoftheirimperialpolicythedyingwordsofMaryTudor,"Calais
willbefoundgravenonmyheart,"formtheepitaph.Itwasnotmerely
thelossofCalaisthatoppressedthedyingQueen,butshefelt
instinctively,obscurely,propheticallythatherewasanendtothe
empirewhichherhousehadinheritedfromNormanandPlantagenet.

Butinthenationalconsciousness,theconsciousnessoftheState,a
changeisnowapparent.AsAthensrosefromSyracuse,anewAthens,as
RomerosefromCannae,anewcity,toconquerbybeingconquered,so
fromthelostdreamsofempireoverFrance,overScotland,England
arisesanewnation.Thisdeclaresitselfinthealteredcourseofher
policyalikeinFrance,Ireland,andScotland.InIreland,for
instance,anincompleteyetseriousandhigh-purposedeffortismadeto
bring,ifnotjustice,atleastlawtothehaplesspopulationsbeyond
thePale.HenryVIIIagain,likeEdwardI,isamasterfulking.In
politics,inconstructivegenius,heevensurpassesEdwardI.He
abandonsthefollyofanempireinFrance,andthoughagainstScotland
heachievesatriumphsignalasthatofEdward,hehasnothoughtof
revertingtothePlantagenetpolicy.HedefeatstheScotsatFlodden;
buthehasthepowerofseeingthatinspiteofhisvictorytheyare
notdefeatedatall.KingJamesIVliesdeadthere,withallhisearls
aroundhim,likeaBerserkerwarrior,hischiefsslainaroundhim,
"companions,"_comites_indeed,inthattitle'soriginalmeaning.But
thespiritofthenationisquickened,notbroken,andHenryVIII,
recognisingthis,steadilypursuesthepolicywhichleadsto1603,when
thesetwopeoples,byamutualrenunciation,bothschooledinmisery,
andwiththeHebrewphrase,"Wellversedinsuffering,andinsorrow
deeplyskilled,"workingsotospeakintheirveryblood,areunited.
ThePuritanwars,andthestruggleforanidealhigherthanthatof
nationality,cementtheunion.

InthedevelopmentofthelifeofaState,thedistanceintimebetween
causesandtheirvisibleeffectsoftenmakesthesequenceobscureor
sinkfromsightaltogether.Asingeologythecenturyisuselessasa
unittomeasuretheperiodswithwhichthatsciencedeals,andasin
astronomythemileisuselessasastandardfortheinterstellar
spaces;soinhistory,intracingtheorganicchangeswithinthe
consciouslifeofaState,thelustrum,thedekaetis,oreventhe
generation,wouldsometimesbealessmisleadingunitthantheyear.
TheEnglandofElizabethdrewthefirstoutlineoftheEmpireofthe
future;butfivegenerationsweretopassbeforetheBritainof
Chatham[7]couldapplyitselfwithasingle-heartedresolutiontofill
thatoutlinein,andyetthreeothergenerationsbeforethispeopleas
awholewastobecomecompletelyconsciousofitshighdestiny.
Freedomofreligionandconstitutionallibertyhadtobeplacedbeyond
theperilofencroachmentoroverthrow,beforetheimperialenterprise
couldbeunreservedlypursued;butthedefermentofthetaskhasnerved
ratherthanweakenedtheenergyofherresolve.HadEnglandfallenin
theMaryboroughwars,shewouldhaveleftanamehardlymorememorable
thanthatofVeniceorCarthage,illustriousindeed,butwithouta
claimtooriginalorcreativeImperialism.Butifsheweretoperish
now,itwouldbeinthepursuanceofadesignwhichhasnoexamplein
therecordedannalsofman.



SimilarlyinRome,twocenturiessevertheRomewhichrosefromCannae
fromtheRomewhichadministeredEgyptandHispania.AndinIslamfour
generationslanguishinmiserybeforethetruepolicyoftheAbbassides
displaysitself,strikingintothepathwhichitneverabandoned.

InEnglandthentheinfluenceofthisepochoftragicinsight,andof
itstransformingforce,advancesimperceptibly,unnotedacrosstwo
generations,yetthetruesequenceofcauseandeffectis
unquestionable.TheEnglandwhich,towardsthecloseoftheeighteenth
century,presentsitselflikeafateamongstthepeoplesofIndia,
bearswithinitselfthewisdomwhichinthelongrunwillsaveitfrom
theerrors,andturnitfromthepath,whichtheEnglandofthe
PlantagenetsfollowedinIrelandandinFrance.Thenational
consciousnessofEngland,stirredtoitsdepthsbyitsownsuffering,
itsowndefeats,itsownhumiliations,comesthereinIndiawithinthe
influenceofthatwhichinthelifeofaState,howeverlittleitmay
affecttheindividuallifeassuch,isthedeepestofallsuffering.
Englandstandstheninthepresenceofaracewhoselifeisinthe
memoriesofitspast;itsliterature,itsarts,itsempiresthatrise
anddissolvelikedreams;itsreligions,itsfaiths,withalltheir
strangeanalogies,dimsuggestions,mysteriousasaseacavernfullof
sounds.HarduponthisexperienceinIndiacomesthatofthefarther
East,comesthatofEgypt,thatofAfricainthenineteenthcentury.
Howcansuchafortunefailtochangetheheart,theconsciousnessofa
race,impartingtoitforcesfromthesewiderhorizons,deepeningits
ownlifebythecontactwiththismanifoldenvironment? Hewhomight
havebeenadeMontfort,aGrenville,oraRaleigh,isnowbythese
presencesupliftedtootherideals,andbythesevariedandcomplex
influencesofsuffering,andthepresenceofsuffering,raisedfromthe
sphereofconcretefreedomandconcretejusticetothehigherrealm
ruledbyimaginativefreedom,imaginativejustice,whichSophocles,in
thechoralodeofthe_Oedipus_,delineates,"thelawsofsublimer
range,whosehomeisthepureether,whoseoriginisGodalone."

--3.THELAWOFTRAGEDY:ITSSECONDASPECT

ThesecondmodeoraspectinwhichtheLawofTragedyasappliedto
historyrevealsitselfinthelifeofaState,correspondstothe
momentofintenservisionintheindividuallife,whenthesoul,
exaltedby"compassionandterror,"discernsthedeepertruth,the
sereneridealwhichhenceforthitpursuesasifimpelledbythefixed
lawofitsbeing.ThereisawordcoinedbyAristotlewhichcomesdown
theagestous,bringingwithitasitwerethesoundofthegridingof
theSpartanswordsastheyleaptfromtheirscabbardsonthemorningof
Thermopylae,the+energeiatespsyches+--theenergyofthesoul.This
energyofthesoulinAristotleisthe_vertu_ofMachiavelli,the
springofpoliticalwisdom,thefoundationofthegreatnessofaState.
Itistheimmortalenergywhichariseswithintheconsciousnessofa
nation,orinthesoulofanindividual,astheresultofthathourof
insight,ofpity,ofanguish,orcontrition.Itistheheroismwhich
adversefortunegreatens,whichantagonismbutexcitestoyetsublimer
daring.



InRomethisdisplaysitself,bothinpolicyandinwar,inthe
centuriesthatimmediatelysucceedCannae.Nothinginhistoryismore
worthyofattentionthantheimpressionwhichRomeinthisepochofher
historymadeuponthemindsofmen,aboveall,uponthemindofHellas.
ItsexpressioninPolybiusisremarkable.

Polybius,ifnotoneofthegreatestofthinkersonpolitics,hasa
placewiththegreatestpoliticalhistoriansforalltime.Itwashis
workwhichChathamplacedinthehandsofhisson,theyoungerPitt,as
thesupremeguideinpoliticalhistory.Polybiushaseveryinducement
toabhorRome,tojudgeheractionswithjealousandunfriendlyeyes.
HisfatherwasthecompanionofPhilopoemen,theheroicleaderofthe
Achaeanleague,sometimesstyled"thelastoftheGreeks,"the
Kosciuskooftheoldworld.PolybiushimselfisahostageinRome,the
representativeofadefeatedrace,alostcause;andyetafteryearsof
studyofhisconquerors,possessingeverymeansforajustestimateof
theiractionsandmotivesinthesenate,onthebattlefield,inthe
intimaciesofprivatelife,theconvictionofhisheartbecomesthat
thereinRomeisapeopledivinelyappointedtothegovernment,notof
Hellasmerely,butofthewholeearth.Themessageofhishistory,
composedwithscrupulouscare,andacriticalmethodrareinthatage,
isthattheverystarsintheircoursesfightforRome,whethershe
wageswaragainstGreekoragainstBarbarian,thathersisthe
dominationoftheearth,theempireoftheworld,anditistothe
eternalhonourofGreecethatitacceptedthismessage.The
Romano-Hellenicempireisborn.Othermenarisebothtotheeastand
tothewestoftheAdriatic,inwhomtheGreekandRomangeniusare
fused,whopursuetheidealandamplifyoradornthethoughtwhich
Polybiuswasthefirsttoexpressimmortally.Itinspirestherhetoric
ofCicero;andfallswithakindofgloryontheverseofVirgil--

Excudentaliispirantiamolliusaera,
credoequidem,vivosducentdemarmorevultus,
orabuntcausasmelius,caeliquemeatus
describentradioetsurgentiasideradicent:
turegereimperiopopulosRomanememento;
haetibieruntartes;pacisqueimponeremorem,
parceresubjectisetdebellaresuperbos.

ThetutorofHadrianmakesittheinformingideaofhisparallel
"Lives,"andgivesformandfeaturetoagrandeurthatelsewere
incredible.ItappearsinthedullerworkoftheindustriousDion
Cassius,andinthefourthcenturyforgessomeofthenoblestverseof
Claudian.Andaswehaveseen,itisenshrinedninecenturiesafter
Claudianinthesplendideloquenceofthe_DeMonarchia_,andyields
suchspent,suchsenilelifeastheypossess,totheempiresof
HapsburgandBourbon.Thusthisdivineenergy,whichafterCannae
upliftsRome,rivetingthesympathiesofPolybius,outlivesRome
itself,stillcontrollingtheimaginationsofmen,untilitslast
flickerintheeighteenthcentury.

WhereinthehistoryofEngland,inthelifeofEnglandasaState,
doesthisenergy,exaltedbythehouroftragicvision,manifest
itself? Recollectourproblem;itisbyanalysis,comparison,and



contrast,todiscoverwhatisthetestimonyofthepasttoBritain's
title-deedsofempire.

Greatraces,likegreatindividuals,resemblethegiantsintheold
myth,the_gigantes_,theearth-born,sonsofGaia,who,throwninthe
wrestle,touchedherbosom,androsestrongerthanbeforedefeat.
Englandstoodthistestinthesixteenthcentury,risingfromthatlong
humiliatingwarwithFrance,thatnotlesshumiliatingwarwith
Scotland,greaterthanbeforeherdefeat.Thisenergyofthesoul,
quickenedbytragicinsight,displaysitselfnotmerelyintheArmada
strugglebutbeforethatstruggle,undervariousformsinpre-Armada
England.

Thespiritofthesea-wolvesofearlytimes,ofthesailorswhointhe
fourteenthcenturyfoughtatSluys,andmadetheLevantanEnglish
lake,livesagainintheTudormariners.Butithasbeentransformed,
andsetstowardsotherandgreaterendeavours,planningamightier
enterprise.Theseadventurersmakeitplainthatonthehighseasis
thepathofEngland'speace;thattheoldpolicyofthePlantagenet
kings,withallitsheroismandindisputablegreatness,hadbeena
falsepolicy;thatEngland'sempirewasnottobesoughtontheplains
ofFrance;thatGilbert,Drake,Raleigh,andFrobisherhavefoundthe
waytotheempirewhichthePlantagenetsblindlygropedafter.

AsCamoensinPortugalinventsanobleutteranceforthegeniusofhis
nation,forthetimesofVascodaGamaandofEmmanueltheGreat,so
thisspiritofpre-ArmadaEngland,ofEnglandwhichasyethasbutthe
memoryofbattlesgainedandlostwars,findstriumphantexpressionin
Marloweandhiseldercontemporaries.Marlowe's[8]greatdialectseems
tofallnaturallyfromthelipsoftheheroesofHakluyt's_Voyages_,
thatworkwhichstillimpressestheimaginationlikethefragmentsof
somerudebutmightyepic,andintheircompanytheexaggeration,the
emphasisof_Tamburlaine_arehardlyperceptible.InMartinFrobisher,
forinstance,howthepurposewhichdetermineshiscareerilluminesfor
ustheEnglandofthefirstyearsofElizabeth!Frobisherinearly
manhoodtormentshisheartwiththeresentfulreflection,"Whata
blockishthingithasbeenonthepartofEnglandtopermitthe
GenoveseColumbustodiscoverAmerica!" Thattaskwasclearly
England's!"Andnowtherebeingnothinggreatlefttobedone,"the
soleworkFrobisherfindsworthattemptingisthediscoveryofthe
northwestpassagetoCathay.Uponthishespendsthepithofhis
manhoodyearbyyear,andtheresultofallthelaboursofthis
sea-Hercules,well!itisperhapstobesoughtinthosedimbeings,
"half-man,half-fish,"whomhebringsbackfromsomevoyage,those
forlornEsquimauxwho,seeninLondonstreets,andlongremembered,
suggestedtothedreamingsoulofShakespeareCalibanandhisisland.
Frobisher'swatchwordonthehighseasismemorable.Inthenorthern
latitudes,underthespectralstars,thesentinelofthe_Michael_
givesthechallenge"ForGodtheLord,"andsentinelreplies,"And
ChristHisSonne."

TherepulseofSpainisbuttheculminatingachievementofthisenergy
ofthesoulwhichgreatensthelifeofEnglandalreadyinpre-Armada
times.AndsimultaneouslywiththeconflictagainstSpainthissame
energyattestsitspresenceinaformassuredlynotlessdivinewithin



thesoulsofthosewhorearthatunseenempire,whosefoundationsare
laideternallyinthethoughtsofmen,theempirerearedby
Shakespeare,Webster,Beaumont,andMilton.

IntheseventeenthcenturyitinspiresthestatesmenofEnglandnot
onlywiththeardourforconstitutionalfreedom,butengagesthemin
ceaselessandnotunavailingeffortstowardsadeeperconceptionof
justiceandofliberty,foreshadowingunconsciouslytheidealsoflater
times.IftheThirtyYears'WardidnothingelseforEnglandit
implantedinhergreatstatesmenaprofounddistrustoftheimperial
systemsoftheBourbonsandtheHapsburgs.Eliot,forinstance,inthe
workentitled_TheMonarchyofMan_,loftyinitsformasinits
thought,writteninhisprison,thoughstudyingPlatoandtheolder
idealsofempire,isyetobscurelysearchingafteranewideal.We
encounterasimilareffortinthegreatMontrose,capableofthat
Scottishcampaign,andofwritingoneofthefinestlove-songsinthe
language,capablealsoofsomeveryvividthoughtsonstatesmanship.
InnatureslikeEliotandMontrose,theheightoftheidealdetermines
thesteadfastnessoftheaction.Andthatideal,Irepeat,isdistinct
fromPlato's,distinctfromDante's,andfromthatoftheBourbonand
Hapsburgempires,inwhichDante'sconceptionisbutrudelyor
imperfectlydeveloped.TheidealoftheseEnglishstatesmenisframed
uponanotherconceptionofjustice,anotherconceptionoffreedom,
equallysublime,andmorecatholicandhumane.Whateveritsimmediate
influenceuponcertainoftheircontemporaries,overtheirownhearts
itwasall-powerful.Theveryvividnesswithwhichtheyconceivethe
ideal,andthenobleconstancywithwhichtheypursueit,linkthehigh
purposesofthesetwomentothepurposesofMilton,ofCromwell,of
Selden,andofFalkland.TheperfectState,thescopeofitslaws,
government,religion,toeachismanifest,thoughthepaththatleads
thithermayseemnowthroughMonarchy,nowthroughaRepublic,orat
othertimesindistinct,orlostaltogetherinthebewilderingmazeof
adverseinterests.Fromtheremotenatureoftheirquestarisesmuch
oftheapparentinconsistencyinthepoliticallifeofthatera.The
partingofPymandStraffordacquiresanadded,atragicpoignancyfrom
theconsciousnessintheheartofeachthatthestarwhichleadshimon
isthestarofEngland'sdestiny.

Hence,too,thesuspicionattachedtomenlikeSeldenandFalklandof
beingmeretheoriciansinadvanceoftheirtime,--anaccusationfatal
tostatesmanship.Buttheadventofthatagewasmarkedbysomuch
thatwasnovelinreligion,[9]inState,inforeignanddomestic
policy,thenewdirectionofimperialenterprise,theunityoftwo
nations,ancientandapparentlyirreconcilablefoes,thejarring
creeds,convulsingthelifeofboththesenations,forbothweredeeply
religious,thatitwererashtoaccuseofrashnessanyactorinthose
times.Butitistheadventurousdaringoftheirspirits,theswift
glancesearchingthehorizonsofthefuture,itisthatveryenergyof
thesoulofwhichIhavespokenwhichrenderthesestatesmenobnoxious
tothesuspicionoftheory.ThetemperofSelden,indeed,inharmony
withthethoughtfulandmelancholycastofhisfeatures,disposedhim
tosubtletyandnicenessofargument,andwithadivisionpending,
oftendeprivedhiswordsofaforcewhichhomelieroratorscould
command.Andyethiscareerisapresageofthefuture.Tolerationin
religion,freedomofthepress,thesupremacyoftheseas,the_habeas



corpus_,arealllinesalongwhichhisthoughtmoves,notsomuch
distancingasleadingthepracticalstatesmenofhisgeneration.And
thereisacuriousfitnessinthededicationtohimin1649ofEdward
Pococke'sArabicstudies,whichnearlyacenturyandahalflaterwere
toformthebasisofGibbon'sgreatchapters.Buttheyearof_Mare
Clausum_isatoncethegreatestinSelden'slife,andthelastmonths
ofgreatnessinthelifeofhisroyalmaster.[10]

Buttheoryisachargewhichhaseverbeenurgedagainst
revolutionists.Revolutionisthechildofspeculation.Themenof
theseventeenthcenturyarediscoverersinpolitics.Theirmarkisa
widerempirethanthatofVascodaGamaandhisking,arealmmore
wondrousthanthatofAeetes.ButDaGamadidnotsteerforthrightto
theIndies,norJasontotheColchianstrand,thougheachknewclearly
thegoalhesought,justasWentworthandSelden,Falklandand
Montrose,EliotandMilton,knewtheStatetheyweresteeringfor,
thougheachmayhavewaveredinhisownmindastothecourse,andat
lastpartedfatallyfromhiscompanions.Practicaldoesnotalways
meancommonplace,andinthelightoftheirdeedsitseemssuperfluous
todiscusswhetherthewriterof_DefensioproPopuloAnglicano_,the
destroyeroftheCampbells,ortheaccuserofBuckingham,were
practicalpoliticians.Intheirlives,intheshapingoftheir
careers,thevisionaryisactualized,theidealreal,inthatfidelity
ofsoulwhichleavesonedeadonthebattlefield,anotheronthe
gibbet,thirtyfeethigh,"honouredthusindeath,"asheremarked
pleasantly,athirdtothedrearymartyrdomoftheTower,afourthto
thatdreadvisitation,enduredwithstoicgrandeur,andyetattimes
forcingfromhislipsthecryofanguishwhichthrillstheverseof
_SamsonAgonistes_--

Odark,dark,dark,amidtheblazeofnoon,
Irrecoverablydark,totaleclipse,
Withoutallhopeofday.

Butnotinvain.Thetirelesscenturieshaveaccomplishedthetask
thesemeninitiated,havetravelledthepaththeysetforthin,have
completedthejourneywhichtheybegan.

Wefindthesamepre-occupationwithsomewiderconceptionofjustice,
empire,andfreedomintheyoungerBarclay,theauthorof_Argenis_,
writteninLatinbutreadinmanylanguages,studiedbyRichelieuand
mouldinghislater,wiserpolicytowardstheHuguenots,read,above
all,byFenelon,whorisesfromittowrite_Telemaque_.Itmeetsus
inthelastworkofAlgernonSidney,which,likeEliot'streatise,
bearsaboutittheairofamartyr'scell.Wefinditagainexplicitly
inthe_Oceana_ofHarrington,inthefragmentarywritingsof
Shaftesbury,andinactualpoliticsitfindstriumphantexpressionat
lastintheeloquencethatwaslikeabattle-cry,intheenergythatat
momentsseemssuperhuman,thewisdom,thepenetratingforesight,ofthe
mightiestofallEngland'sstatesmen-orators,theelderPitt.Itburns
inclearflameinthemenwhocomeafterhim,inhisownson,onlyless
greatthanhisgreatsire;inCharlesJamesFoxandinWindham,whoin
thegreatdebate[11]of1801foughtobstinatelytosavetheCapewhen
NelsonandSt.Vincentwouldhaveflungitaway;inCanning,
Wilberforce,inRomilly;inpoetslikeShelley,andthinkerslikeJohn



StuartMill.

Therevolutioninparliamentaryrepresentationduringthepresent
century,arevolutionwhich,extendingovermorethanfiftyyears,from
1831to1884,mayevenbecomparedinitsmomentousconsequenceswith
therevolutionof1640-88,thoughconstitutionalindesign,yetforms
anintegralpartofthewidermovementwhosecourseacrossthe
centurieswehaveindicated.Theleadersinthisrevolution,menlike
RussellandGrey,completetheworkwhichEliot,Wentworth,andPym
began.Theyaskthequestion,elseunasked,theyanswerthequestion,
elseunanswered--Howshallapeople,notitselffree,apeople
disqualifiedanddisfranchised,becometheharbingerofanewerato
otherpeoples,ortheheraldofthehigherfreedomtotheancientraces
ofIndia--Aryans,oflikebloodwithourown,movingforeverasina
twilightair,wovenofthepride,thepathos,allthesombreyet
undecayingmemoriesoftheirfabulouspast--totheMoslempopulations
whose"Book"proclaimedthepoliticalequalityofmentwelvecenturies
beforeMirabeauspokeortheBastillefell?

This,then,isthetestimonyofthePast,andthewitnessoftheDead
isthis.Thusithasarisen,thisideal,theidealofBritainas
distinctfromtheidealofRome,ofIslam,orofPersia--thusithas
arisen,thisEmpire,unexampledinpresentandwithoutaprecedentin
formertimes;forAthensunderPericleswasbutamaskeddespotism,and
therepublic-empireofIslampassedswifterthanadream.Thusithas
arisen,thisImperialBritain,fromthedarkUnconsciousemergingto
theConscious,notlikeanempireofmistuprisingunderthewandsof
magic-workingarchitects,butbasedonheroisms,endurances,lofty
idealsfrustrateyetimperishable,patientthoughtslowlyelaborating
itselfthroughtheages--thesea-wolves'battlefury,thesplendourof
chivalry,thecrusader'sdazzlinghope,theimmortalardourofNorman
andPlantagenetkings,baffled,foiled,butstillinotherforms
returningtoupliftthespiritofsucceedingtimes,theunconquered
heartsofTudormarinersrejoicinginthebattleonsetandthestorm,
thestrungthought,theintensevisionofstatesmenofthelater
centuries,Eliot,Chatham,Canning,andatthelast,deep-toned,
far-echoingasthemurmurofforestsandcataracts,thesanctioning
voicesofenfranchisedmillionsacceptingtheirdestiny,resolute!
Thisistheachievementoftheages,thisthegreatestbirthofTime.
Forintheempiresofthepastthereisnotanideal,notastructural
designwhichthesewarriors,monarchs,statesmenhavenot,deliberately
orunconsciously,rejected,or,asinanalembic,transmutedtofiner
purposesandtonoblerends.

[1]GoetheassertsthatSpinozismtransmutedintoacreedbyanalytic
reflectionissimplyMachiavelism.

[2]Thetwenty-twobooksofSulla'sMemoirs,_rerumsuarumgestarum
commentarii_,werededicatedtohisfriendLucullus;theywerestillin
existenceinthetimeofTacitusandPlutarch,thoughthefragments
whichnowremainservebuttomockuswithregretfortheloss.Of
Sulla'sverses--likemanyculturedRomansofthatage,theconquerorof
CaiusMariusamusedhisleisurewithwritingGreekepigrams--exactlyso



muchhassurvivedasofthetroubadoursongsofRichardIofEngland,
orofFrederickIIofJerusalemandSicily.Sulla'sremarkonthe
youngCaesarisfortheyouthofCaiusJuliusasilluminatingas
Richelieu'sonCondeorasPasqualePaoli'sonBonaparte.

[3]Aristotlerefersonlytotheeffectonthespectators;butthe
continuedexistenceoftheStatemakesitatonceactorandspectator
inthetragedy.Thetransformingpoweristhusmoreintimateand
profound.

[4]"GodinHismercysuchcreatedme
"Thatmiseryofyoursattainsmenot,
"Noranyflameassailsmeofthisburning."

[5]Inillustrationofthispositionacontrastmightbedrawnbetween
thepolicyofAthensinMelos,assetforthbyThucydidesinthe
singulardialogueofthefifthbook,andthepartassignedtoJustice
byawriterequallyimpersonal,grave,andunimpassioned--theauthorof
the_Politics_--intherecurrencethroughoutthatworkofsuchphrases
as"TheStatewhichisfoundedonJusticealonecanstand." "Manwhen
perfected(+teleothen+)isthenoblestthingthatlives,butseparated
fromjustice(+choristhennomouka� dikes+)thebasestofall."
"Virtuecannotbetheruinofthosewhopossessit,norJusticethe
destructionofaCity." ThetragediesofSophoclesthatareofalater
datethan413B.C.betrayanattitudetowardspoliticallifedistinct
fromthatwhichcharacterizeshisearlierworks.Theshading-inofthe
lifeoftheStateintothatoftheindividualdefiesanalysis,andit
werehazardoustoaffirmwhattraitsofthoughtoughttobereferredto
thegeniusoftheStateasdistinctfromtheindividual;butitappears
asdifficulttoimagine_before_Syracuse,thevehementinsistenceupon
Justice,theimpassionedidealizationwhichcharacterizePlato,
Socrates,andDemosthenes,asitisdifficult_after_Syracuseto
imaginethepoliticaltemperofaPericlesoranAnaxagoras.

[6]TheGreekoratorsandphilosophersofthefourthcenturyB.C.had
beforethemaproblemnotwithoutresemblancestothatwhichconfronted
theHebrewprophetsofJudaeaintheseventh.Eventheirmost
speculativewritingshadapracticalend,agoalwhichtheyconsidered
attainablebyHellas,orbyAthens.ThedisappearanceofSocratesfrom
the_Laws_,theincreasedseriousnessofthetreatmentofSpartaandof
Crete,theoriginalandparagonofLacedaemon,mayindicatea
concessiontotheprejudicesofagenerationwhichhadgrownupsince
Aegospotami,andalasteffortbyPlatotobringhisteachinghometo
thecommonlifeofAthensandofHellas.SointheEnglandofthe
seventeenthcenturythepoliticalwritingsofBaconandHobbes,of
MiltonandHarrington,thoughspeculativeinform,aremostpractical
intheiraims.Hobbes'firstliteraryeffortindeed,hisversionof
Thucydides,isplannedasawarningtoEnglandagainstcivildiscord
anditsills.Thiswasin1628--fataldate!

[7]TheelderPittmayberegardedasthefirstgreatministerofthe
English_people_asdistinguishedfrommenlikeThomasCromwell,
Stratford,orClarendon,whostrictlywereministersoftheking."It
rainsgold-boxes,"HoraceWalpolewriteswhen,inApril,1757.Pitt
wasdismissed,anditwasthesetokensofhispopularitywiththe



merchantsofEngland,nottherecognitionofhisgeniusbytheking,
whichledtohisreturntoofficeinJune.Theeventsoftheperiodof
fouryearsandtenmonthsduringwhichthismanwasdictatorofthe
HouseofCommonsandofEnglandaresogravenonallheartsthatamere
enumerationinorderoftimesufficestorecallmovingincidents,
characters,andscenesofepicgrandeur:--December17th,1756,
Pitt-Devonshireministryformed,Highlandregimentsraised,national
militiaorganized.1757,CLIVE'SvictoryatPlassey,June23rd,and
conquestofBengal.1758,June3rd,destructionoffortsatCherbourg,
threeshipsofwar,150privateersburnedtothesea-line;November
25th,FortDuquesnecaptured;December29th,conquestofGoree.1759,
"yearofvictories";February16th,POCOCKrelievesMadras;May1st,
captureofGuadaloupe;July4th,R.RODNEYatHavredestroysthe
flat-bottomedArmada;July31st,WOLFE'SrepulseatBeaufort;August
19th,BOSCAWENdestroysFrenchfleetinLagosBay;September2nd,
POCOCKdefeatsD'Ache;September9th,WOLFE'SlastlettertoPitt;
September13th,10a.m.,PlainsofAbrahamandconquestofCanada;
November20th,HAWKEdefeatsConflansinQuiberonBay,"Layme
alongsidetheFrenchAdmiral." 1760,January22nd,EYRE-COOTEdefeats
LallyatWandewash,conquestofCarnatic.1761,January16th,English
enterPondicherry;Bellislecitadelreduced,"Quebecoveragain,"June
7th;October5th,PITTresigns.Itisdoubtfulwhether,sincethe
eleventhcenturyandHildebrandandWilliamtheConqueror,theEuropean
stagehasbeenoccupiedsimultaneouslybytwosuchmenasChathamand
thekingofPrussia.

[8]Thesamedelightinpower,thesamegloryindominion,pulsatein
theLusiadsandinthedramasofMarlowe,butMarlowewasbyfarthe
widerinhisintellectualrange.Worldswereopentohisglancebeyond
theIndiesandCathaythatwereshuttoCamoens.YetCamoensisa
heroicfigure.HefounditeasytodelineateVascodaGama;hehadbut
tospeakwithhisownvoice,anduttersimplyhisownheart'sdesires,
hates,musings,andVascodaGama'ssisterwouldhaveturnedtolisten,
thinkingsheheardtheaccents,thetrick,theverymannerthat
betrayedthehero.

[9]Burnetisincrediblyvain,unredeemedbyBoswell'shero-worship;
yethisbookreflectsthemedley,thefervour,thevehemence,crimes,
hopesofthistime.Inonesentencenineteenreligionsarenamedas
co-existinginScotland.

[10]The_MareClausum_wasframedasananswertoGrotius'_Mare
Liberum_,whichhadbeenprinted,perhapswithoutGrotius'consent,in
1610.Selden'stract,printedinNovember,1635,isafolioof304
pages,inwhich,settingforthprecedentonprecedent,heclaimsfor
England,asbylawandancientcustomestablished,thatsamesupremacy
overthehighseasasthePortuguesehadexercisedovertheeastern
waters,andVeniceovertheAdriatic.TheKing'senthusiasmwas
kindled.TheworkwasissuedwithallthecircumstanceofaState
paper,anditcameuponforeigncourtslikeadeclarationofpolicy,
theresolveatlengthtoenforcethetime-honouredandindefeasible
rightsofEngland.Copieswerewithdueceremonydepositedinthe
ExchequerandattheAdmiralty.Afleetwasequipped,andasan
atonementforthewrongsdonetotheelderNorthumberland,theKing
gavethecommandtohisson,whoseportraitasAdmiralformsoneofthe



noblestofVandyck'scanvases.ButNorthumberland,thoughbravetoa
fault,wasnoseaman,andthewholeenterprisethreatenedtoendin
ridicule.Stungtothequick,Charlesagainturnedtothenation.But
inthenineinterveningyearssince1628thenation'shearthadleft
him.TohisdemandforsuppliestostrengthenthefleetcameHampden's
refusal.ThetrialwasthepreludetotheGrandRemonstrance,to
Naseby,andtoWhitehall,where,asifsweptthitherbythecrowded
eventsofsomefantasticdream,heawokefromhisvisionsofEngland's
greatnessandtheempireoftheseas,aloneonascaffold,surrounded
byaringofEnglisheyes,lookinghate,sullenindifference,orcold
resolution.

Leavehimstillloftierthantheworldsuspects,
Livingordying.

Afterallhewasaking,andinhisveinsthebloodofMaryStuart
stillbeat.AnEnglishversionofSelden'streatiseappearedinthe
timeofCromwell.ThetranslatorwasMarchamontNedham.The
dedicationtotheSupremeAuthorityoftheNation,theParliamentof
theCommonwealthofEngland,isdatedNovember19th,1652.

[11]ThepreliminariestothePeaceofAmiensweresignedonOctober
1st,1801.ParliamentopenedonOctober29th,andaftertheKing's
speech,Windhamcomparedhispositionamidthegeneralrejoicingsof
theHouseattheprospectofanendtothewar,toHamlet'satthe
wedding-feastofClaudius.InthedebateofNovember3rd,Pitt
declaredhimselfresignedtothelossoftheCapebytheretentionof
Ceylon,whiletheopinionofFoxwas,thatbythissurrenderweshould
havethebenefitofthecolonywithoutitsexpenses.Nelson,withthe
gloryofhisvictoryatCopenhagenjustsixmonthsold,maintainedthat
inthedayswhenIndiamenwereheavyshipstheCapehaditsuses,but
nowthattheywerecoppered,andsailedwell,theCapewasamere
tavernthatservedtodelaythevoyage.TheopeningofWindham's
speechonthe4th,"Weareaconquerednation,Englandgivesall,
Francenothing,"defineshisposition(_Parl.Hist._xxxvi,pp.1-191).
Windhamwasoneofthefewstatesmenwho,evenbeforetheconsulatehad
passedintotheEmpire,understoodthegravityofourrelationsto
France.Everymonthaddedproofoftheaccuracyofhispresentiments,
butonceunderstoodbyEnglandtherewasnofaltering.Prussia,
Austria,theCzar,allacknowledgedthenewEmpire,andmadepeaceor
alliancewithitsdespot,butfromtheruptureofthePeaceofAmiens
EnglandwagedawarwithouttrucetillElbaandSte.Helene.

LECTUREIII

THEDEVELOPMENTOFTHERELIGIOUSIDEAL

[_Tuesday,May_22_nd_,1900]

Inthehistoryofthereligionofanimperialrace,itisnotonlythe
developmentoftheidealwithintheconsciousnessoftheraceitself



thatwehavetoconsider,buttheadvanceordeclineinitsconceptions
ofthereligionsofthepeopleswithinthezoneofitsinfluenceor
dominion.Forsuchastudythematerialsareonlyinappearanceless
satisfactorythanforthestudyofthepoliticalidealofarace.It
ispenetratinglyobservedbyLaRochefoucauldthatthehistoryofthe
Frondecanneverbeaccuratelywritten,becausethepersonsinthat
dramawereactuatedbymotivessobasethatevenintheheightof
performanceeachactorofthedeedswasstrivingtomakearecordof
themimpossible.Thereflectionmightbeextendedtootherpolitical
revolutions,andtootherincidentsthantheFronde.Ranke's
indefatigablezeal,hisanxiety"inhistoryalwaystoseethethingas
inverydeeditenacteditself,"nevercarriedhimnearerhisobject
thantheimpressionofanimpression.NoStatepapers,nodocuments,
themostauthentic,cantakeusfurther.

Butinthisverystrife,thiszealfortheTrueforeverbaffledyet
foreverrenewed,oneofthenoblestattributesofthepresentage
discoversitself.Indisputablefactsareoftenthesepulchresof
thought,andtruthafterall,notcertainty,isthehistorian'sgoal.
Itmightevenbeurgedthattherecordsofreligion,themartyr's
resolution,thesaint'sfervour,thereformer'saspiration,the
prophet'sfaith,offerasurerhopeofattainingthisgoalthanthe
recordsofpolitics.

--1.RELIGIONANDIMPERIALISM

Religionformsanintegralpartofanation'slife,andinthe
developmentoftheidealofImperialBritainonitsreligiousside,the
sametransformingforces,thesameenergyofthesoul,theoperationof
thesamelawanalogoustothelawoftragedyalreadydescribed,which
manifestthemselvesinpolitics,arehereapparent.Thepersecuting
intolerantEnglandofthefifteenthandsixteenthcenturies,after
passingthroughthePuritanstruggleoftheseventeenth,thescepticism
orindifferenceoflatertimes,appearsatlastintheclosingyearsof
thenineteenthcenturyasthesupremerepresentative,ifnotthe
creator,ofanidealhardlylesshumanethanthatoftheHumanists
themselves--whorecognizedineverycryoftheheartaprayer,silent
orspoken,totheGodofalltheearth,ofallpeoples,andofall
times.TheRomeoftheAntonineshadeveninthisspherenoloftier
ideal,nofairervision,thanthatwhichnowseemstofloatbefore
ImperialBritain,nowidersympathy,notmerelywiththesectsofits
ownfaith,butwiththereligionsofotherraceswithinitsdominions,
oncehostiletoitsown.ByslowdegreesEnglandhasarisen,firstto
theperceptionofthetruthinothersects,andthentoaperceptionof
thetruthinotherfaiths.Inlessercreeds,andamongstdecaying
races,toleranceissometimestheequivalentofirreligion,butthe
efforttorecognizesofaraspossibletheprinciple,implicitin
Montesquieu,thatamanisbornofthisreligionorofthat,has,in
allages,beenthestampofimperialraces.Uponthecharacterofthe
raceandthecharacterofitsreligion,dependtheanswertothe
questionwhetherbyempirethereligionoftheimperialraceshallbe
exaltedordebased.



Asinpoliticssoinreligionitistothefifteenthcentury--the
tragicinsightbornofdefeat,disaster,andsoul-anguish--thatwemust
turnforthecauses,fortheoriginsofthattransformationinthelife
ofthenationwhichhasresultedintheconsciousidealoftheBritain
ofto-day.The"separation"fromRomefiftyyearsafterBosworthhad
noconsciousimperialpurpose,butitrescuedtherisingempireof
Englandfromthetaintofmedievalismwhichsappedtheempiresof
Spain,oftheBourbons,andoftheHapsburgs.TheReformationin
Englandowesmuchofitscharacteramongstthepeopleatlarge,apart
fromthegovernment,aboveallintheheroicageoftheReformationin
England--thePuritanwars--tothatearlierconvulsioninthenation's
consciousness,totheperiodofanguishanddefeatofwhichwehave
spokenatsomelengthalready.Butfortheremoteroriginsandcauses
ofthewholemovementstyled"theEnglishReformation"wemustsearch
notinanyoneperiodoroccurrence,butinthecharacteroftherace
itself.TheEnglishReformationdoesnotbeginwithHenryVIIIany
morethantheScottishReformationbeginswithJohnKnox:itsprings
fromtheheartoftherace,fromtheintensity,thetragicearnestness
withwhichinallperiodsEnglandhasconceivedthesupremequestions
ofman'sdestiny,man'srelationtotheDivine,the"Whence?"andthe
"Whither?"ofhumanlife.AnditistheseriousnesswithwhichEngland
regardsitsownreligion,andtheimaginativesympathywhichgivesit
thepowerofrecognizingthesincerityofotherreligionsbeneathits
sway,whichdistinguishImperialBritainfromtheempiresofthepast.

--2.THEPLACEOFRELIGIONINENGLISHHISTORY

IntheRomanEmpire,forinstance,thetoleranceoftheRepublicpasses
swiftlyintothedisregardoftheCaesarsoftheJulianline,intothe
capriciousorineffectualpersecutionoflaterdynasties.Romenever
endeavoursinthisspheretoleaditssubjectpeoplestoanyhigher
vision.Whenthateffortismade,Romeitselfisdying.Alaricand
thefifthcenturyhavecome.ForRomethedramaofathousandyearsis
ended:Romeismoribundandhasbutstrengthtodiegreatly,
tragically.WouldyouseetheendofRomeasinafiguredarkly? Over
adeadRomanaGothbends,andbytheflareofatorchseekstoreadon
thestillbrowthesecretofhisowndestiny.

IntheEmpireofPersiaandthegreatdaysoftheSassanides,in
Kurush,whodestroystheMedianEmpire,andspreadswiderthereligion
ofthevanquished,thereligionofZerdusht,thesymbolicworshipof
flame,loveliestofinanimatethings--eventherenosustained,no
deliberateefforttowardsanidealamongstthepeoplesbeneaththe
Persianswaycanbediscovered.Islamstartswithreligious
aspirations,themostlofty,themostbeneficent,butthepurityofher
idealsdieswithAli.AtDamascusandatBagdadanautocraticsystem
warpedbycontactwithRomeinfectsthereligious;theresultisa
theocracyinwhichthepurposesofMohammed,atleastontheir
politicalside,areabandoned,lostatlastinthegloomyandoften
ferociousdespotismoftheOttomanTurks.

Considerincontrastwiththeseempiresthequestion--Whatisthe
distinctioninthisphaseofhumanlifeoftheEmpireofBritain,of



itshistory? Steadilygrowingfromitsfirstbeginnings--shallIsay,
fromthatgreatbattleoftheWinwaed,wherethreeKingsarein
conflictandtheslayeroftwoliesdead--steadilygrowing,ontothe
presenthour,asinpoliticssoinreligion,theeffortsometimes
conscious,sometimesunconscious,butpersistent,continuous,towards
aneverpurer,higher,noblerconceptionofman'srelationstothe
Divine.FromthiseffortarisestheReformation,fromthiseffort
arisesinthewayofathousandyearstheEmpirebasedonthehigher
justice,theimaginativejustice,thehigherfreedom,theimaginative
freedom.

Thusevenintheearliestperiodsofourhistory,duringthestruggle
betweenChristianismandthereligionofThorandWoden,Englandshows
farmoreviolence,moreearnestness,morefuryonbothsides,thanis
foundanywhereelseinEurope.Glance,forinstance,atthisstruggle
inGermany.Witikind[1]theSaxonarisesasthechampionoftheold
godsagainstChristianity.CharlemagnewithhisFrankishcavalrycomes
downamongsttheSaxons.HismarchsurpassesthemarchofCaesar,or
ofConstantineagainstRome.Witikinddoesrisetotheheightsof
heroismagainstCharlemagnetwice;butintheendhesurrenders,gives
in,anddiesahanger-onatthecourtofhisconqueror.Mercia,the
kingdomofthemid-English,thattooproducesitschampionoftheold
godsagainstthereligionofChrist--Penda.Thereisnosurrender
here;twokings,Irepeat,heslays,andgrownoldinwar,herouses
himselflikeahoaryoldlionoftheforesttofighthislastbattle.
An_intransigeant_,anirreconcilable,thisKingPenda,fightinghis
lastbattleagainstthisnewandhatedthing,thisChristianism!He
liesdeadthere--hebecomesnohanger-on.Thereyouhavethespiritof
therace.Itdisplaysitselfinaformnotlessimpressiveinthe
well-knownincidentintheveryeraofPenda,describedbyBede.

KingEadwinesitsincounciltodiscussthemessageofChrist,the
mansionsthatawaitthesoulofman,thepromiseofalifebeyond
death;andCoifi,oneofthecouncillors,rising,speaksthus:"So
seemethtomethelifeofman,OKing,aswheninwinter-tide,seated
withyourthanesaroundyou,outofthestormthatrageswithouta
sparrowfliesintothehall,andflutteringhitherandthithera
little,inthewarmthandlight,passesoutagainintothestormand
darkness.Suchisman'slife,butwhenceitcomethandwhitherit
goethweknownot." "Wenekunnen,"asAlfredtheGreat,itsfirst
translator,endsthepassage.Whodoesnotsee--notwithstandingthe
differenceoftime,place,character,andallstagecircumstance--who
doesnotseerisebeforehimthejudgment-hallofSocrates,hearthe
solemnlastwordstohisjudges:"Igotodeath,andyoutolife,but
whichofusgoethtothebetterisknowntoGodalone--+adelonpant�
plenetotheo+"?

SuchisthesternandhighmannerinwhichthisconflictinEngland
betweenthereligionsofWodenandChristisconducted.Thereinthe
seventhcenturyisthedepthofheart,theenergyofsoul,thepityand
theinsightwhichappearinotherformsinafterages.Therollof
Englishnamesinthe_ActaSanctorum_isthelivingwitnessofthe
sincerity,theintensitywithwhichthesamemenwhofoughttothe
deathforWodenattheWinwaed,orspeculatedwithCoifiontheeternal
mystery,acceptedthefaithwhichRometaught,theidealfromGalilee



transmutedbyRomanimagination,Romanstatesmanship.TheSaintly
Ideallayonthemlikeaspell:earthexistedbuttodiein,lifewas
givenbuttoprayfordeath.RometaughttheSaxonandtheJutethat
alltheyhadhithertoprayedfor,gloryinbattle,earthlypowerand
splendour,mustberenounced,andbecomebutasthesoundofbellsfrom
acityburieddeepbeneaththeocean.Insteadofdefiance,Rometaught
themreverence;insteadofpride,self-abasement;insteadofthe
worshipofdelight,theworshipofsorrow.InthisfaiththeSaxonand
theJutestrovewithtragicseriousnesstolive.Buttheoldfaith
diedhard,orlivedonsidebysidewiththenew,farintotheMiddle
Age.Literaturereflectstheinnerstrugglesoftheperiod:the
war-songofBrunanburh,themysticlightwhichhangsupontheversesof
Caedmon,themelancholyofCynewulf'slyrics.Yetwhatacontrastis
theEnglanddelineatedbyBedewithVisigothicSpain,withLombard
Italy,orFrankishGaul,asdelineatedbyGregoryofTours!

ThustheseAngles,Jutes,andSaxons,slowlydiscipliningthemselvesto
thenewideal--tothemintheninthcenturycometheVikings.Theyare
notlessconspicuousinvalour,norlessprofoundlysensitivetothe
wonderandmysteryoflife,thepoetsinotherlandsoftheEddasand
oftheNorthernMyths.Englandasweknowitisnotyetformed.
AmongsttheformativeinfluencesofEnglishreligionandEnglish
freedom,andultimatelyofthisidealofmoderntimes,mustbereckoned
theVikingandtheNorseman,thefollowersofGuthrum,ofIvar,of
Hrolf,notlessthanthefollowersofCerdicandofCymric.Tothe
religiousconsciousnessoftheJutes,AnglesandSaxons,theVikings
bringareligiousconsciousnessasdeepandserious.Thestruggle
againsttheDanesandNormansisnotastruggleofEnglishagainst
foreigners;itisaconflictforpoliticalsupremacyamongstmenofthe
samerace,whoultimatelygrowtogetherintotheEnglandofthe
fourteenthcentury.Inthelightofthefuture,thestruggleofthe
ninth,tenth,andeleventhcenturiesdoesbutcontinuetheconflictsof
theHeptarchickings.TothislandofEnglandtheVikingshavethe
rightwhichthefollowersofCerdicandCynrichad--therightof
supremacy,therightwhichthe_will_topossessitandtheresolution
todieforthatwill,confers.

--3.DISTINCTIONOFTHERELIGIONOFTHEVIKINGS

ThereligionoftheVikingswastheconverseoftheircourage.
Aristotleremarksprofoundlythattheracewhichcannotquititself
likeamaninwarcannotdoanygreatthinginphilosophy.Religionis
thephilosophyofthewarrior.AndthescantyrecordsoftheVikings,
thecharacterofKnut,forinstance,orthatoftheConqueror,attest
theprinciplethatthethoughtsofthevaliantaboutGodpenetratemore
deeplythanthethoughtsofthedastard.TheNormans,whoclosethe
English_Welt-wanderung_,whoclosethemerelyformativeperiodof
England,illustratethisconspicuously.Ifthesombrefuryofthe
Winwaeddisplaysthesterndepthsofreligiousconvictioninthe
vanguardofourrace,iftheEddasandMythsargueareligious
earnestnessnotlessdeepintheVikings,thehighseriousnessofthe
religiousemotionoftheNorsemanisnotlessclearlyattested.Europe
oftheeleventhcenturyholdsthreemen,eachofheroicproportions,



eachaTeutoninblood--Hildebrand,RobertGuiscard,andWilliamthe
Conqueror.Inintellectualvision,inspiritualinsight,Hildebrand
hasfewparallelsinhistory.HeisthefounderoftheMediaeval
Papacy,realizinginitsordersofmonks,priests,andcrusadersa
StatenotwithoutsingularresemblancestothatwhichPlatopondered.
LikeNapoleonandlikeBuonarroti,Hildebrandhadthepower,duringthe
executionofonegiganticdesign,ofproducingothersofnotless
astonishingvastness,toreinforceorsupplantthefirstshouldit
fail.OneofhisdesignsoriginatedintheimpressionwhichNorman
geniusmadeuponhim.Itwastotransformthisrace,thetyrantsof
theBalticandtheEnglishseas,thedominatorsoftheMediterranean
andtheAegean,intoomnipresentemissariesandsoldiersofthe
theocraticStatewhosecentrewasRome.Butthevastnessofhis
originaldesignbrokeeventhemightywillofHildebrand;hispurpose
withregardtotheNorsemanremainslikesomeabandonedsketchby
BuonarrotiorTintoretto.Yetnorulerofmenhadaprofounder
knowledgeofcharacter,andwiththeVikingnaturecircumstancehad
renderedhimpeculiarlyfamiliar.ThejudgmentofOrdericandof
WilliamofMalmesburyconfirmstheimpressionofHildebrand.Butthe
Normanshavebeentheirownwitnesses,thecathedralswhichtheyraised
fromtheSeinetotheTyneareepicsinstone,inspiredbynoearthly
muse,fitemblemsoftherock-likeenduranceandsoaringvalourofour
race.

ThereisawayofwritingthehistoryofSenlacwhichVoltaire,
Thierry,Michelet,andGuizotdoteupon,infectingcertainEnglish
historianswiththeircomplacency,asiftheNorseVikingswerethe
descendantsofChlodovech,andtheconquestofEnglandweretheglory
ofFrance.Theabsurditywascrownedin1804,whenNapoleonturnedthe
attentionofhissubjectstothehistoryof1066,asanauspicious
studyforthepartnersofhisgreatenterpriseagainsttheEnglandof
Pitt!HowmanyFranks,oneasks,followedtheredbannerofthe
BastardtoSenlac,or,leaningontheirshields,watchedthecoronation
atWestminster? NorwasitinthevalleyoftheSeinethatthe
Norsemenacquiredtheirgeniusforreligion,forgovernment,forart.
TothefollowersofHrolftheempireofCharlemagnehadthehalowhich
theEmpireofRomehadtothefollowersofAlaric,andinthatspirit
theyadopteditslanguageandturneditslawstotheirownpurposes.
ButJutesandAnglesandSaxons,OstmenandDanes,were,ifless
assiduous,notlessearnestpupilsinthesameschoolastheNorsemen:
toallalike,theremnantoftheFrankishrealmofCharleslaynearest,
representingRomeandthegloryoftheCaesars.Natureandher
affinitiesdrewtheNormanstotheWest,acrossthesaltplainswhither
forsixhundredyearsthemostadventurousoftheirownbloodhad
precededthem.TheyclosedthemovementtowardsthesunsetwhichJute
andSaxonbegan;theyarethelast,theyoungest,andinpoliticsthe
mostrichlygifted;yetinotherdepartmentsofhumanactivitynotmore
richlygiftedthantheirkindredwhoproducedCynewulfandCaedmon,
AidanandBede,CoifiandDunstan.Andwhoshallaffirmfromwhat
branchofthestockthearchitectsofthesky-searchingcathedrals
sprang?

SenlacisthusinthelineofHeptarchicbattles;itisthelast
struggleforthepoliticalsupremacyoverallEnglandamongstthose
varioussectionsoftheNorthernraceswhointhewayofsixhundred



yearsmakeEngland,andwhointheirreligiousandpoliticalcharacter
laytheunseenfoundationsofImperialBritain.

TwotraitsoftheNormancharacterimpressthegreatestoftheir
contemporaryhistorians,WilliamofMalmesbury--theNormanloveof
battleandtheNormanloveofGod.Uponthesetwoideasthehistoryof
theMiddleAgeturns.Thecrusader,themonk,thetroubadour,the
priest,themystic,thedreamerandthesaint,thewanderingscholar
andthescholasticphilosopher,allderivethence.Chivalryisborn.
Theknightbeholdsinhislady'sfaceonearththeimageofOurLadyin
Heaven,theVirgin-MotheroftheRedeemerofmen.Fromthegraveof
hisdeadmistressRamonLullwithdrawstoahermit'scelltoponderthe
beautythatisimperishable;andoverthegraveofBeatrice,Dante
rearsashrine,atemplemoreawful,moresublimethananywhicheven
thatagehascarvedinstone.

Intothistheatreoftossinglife,thenationwhichthefollowersof
CerdicandKnutandofWilliamtheConquerorhaveformedenters
greatly.Inthought,inaction,inart,somethingofthemightyrole
whichthefuturecenturiesreserveforherisportended.Theimmortal
energy,theloveofwar,thedeepreligiousfervourofEnglandfindin
theCrusades,asbyGod'sownassignment,thetaskofherheart's
desire.WehavebuttoturntothechurchesofEngland,tostudythe
Templarscarvedupontheirsepulchres,toknowthatinthatgreat
tournamentoftheworldthepartoftheFranks,ifthenoisierandmore
continuous,wasnotmoreearnest.Howsingularisthechance,ifitbe
chance,whichconfrontsthefollowersofthenewfaithwithaPenda,
andthefollowersofthecrescentwithaRichardLion-heart!Uponthe
shiftingArabicimaginationhealoneoftheinfidelsexercisesenduring
sway.TheheroofTassohasnoplaceinArabhistory,butthememory
ofRichardisthereimperishably.Richard'sservicestoEnglandare
notthethemeofcommonpraise,yet,ifweestimatethegreatnessofa
kingbyanotherstandardthanroodsofconqueredearth,orroodsof
parchmentblackenedwithunregardedstatutes,RichardI,crusaderand
poet,mustbereckonedamongstthegreatestofhisgreatline,andhis
nametotheEuropeoftheMiddleAgewasliketheblastofatrumpet
announcingtheEnglandoftheyearstocome.

--4.WORLD-HISTORICSIGNIFICANCEOFTHEENGLISHREFORMATION

Thecrusaderofthetwelfthcenturyfollowsthesaintofanearlier
age,andinthethirteenth,England,madeoneinpoliticaland
constitutionalideals,attainsasourceofprofounderreligiousunity.
TheconsciousnessthatnottoRome,buttoGalileeitselfshemayturn
fortheway,thetruth,thelight,hasarisen.Inthesteady
development,intheever-deepeningpowerofthisconsciousness,lies
theunwrittenhistoryoftheEnglishReformation.Theraceresolvesno
moretotrusttootherwitness,butwithitsowneyestolookuponthe
truth.

Politicalhistoryhasitseffectuponthegrowthofthisconviction.
Inthefourteenthcentury,forinstance,thePapacyisatAvignon.
EdwardIinthebeginningofthatcenturywithstandsBonifaceVIII,the



lastgreatpontiffinwhomthetemperandresolutionofHildebrand
appear,asWilliamtheConquerorhadwithstoodGregoryVII.The
statuteof_praemunire_,agenerationlater,preparesthewayfor
Wyclif.ThePapacyisnowbutanappanageoftheValoismonarchs.How
shallEngland,conquerorofthosemonarchsatCrecyandonother
fields,reverenceRome,thedependentofadefeatedantagonist?

Thesamebrightenergyofthesoul,thesameawe,rootedintheblood
ofourrace,whichmanifestthemselvesintheearlyandMiddleAges,
determinethecharacterofthereligioushistoryofthesixteenthand
seventeenthcenturies.Inthefifteenthcentury,sufferingandthe
presenceofsuffering,thelawoftragedyofwhichwehavespoken,add
theirtransformingpowertospirituallife.Asinpoliticallifethe
sympathywiththewrongsofothersgrowsintoimaginativejustice,so
sympathywiththefaithsofothers,whichspringsfromthe
consciousnessofthefirstgreatillusionlost,andsorrowfora
vanishedideal,growsintotoleranceforthecreedsandreligionsof
others.Foronlyaracedeep-centredinitsownfaith,yetsensitive
tothefaiththatisinothers,canunderstandthereligionofothers;
onlysucharacecanfoundanempirecharacterizedatoncebyfreedom
andbyfaith.

TheveryardourofthebeliefoftheraceintheidealfromRome--a
Semiticideal,transmutedbyRomangeniusandpolicy--sweptthe
Teutonicimaginationbeyondtheideal,seekingitssourceswhereRome
herselfhadsoughtthem.Thisistheimpulsewhichbindsthewhole
EnglishReformation,thewholemovementofEnglishreligiousthought
fromWycliftoCromwellandMilton,toWordsworthandCarlyle.Itis
thiscommonimpulseoftheracewhichHenryVIIIreliesupon,and
becauseheisinthistheirleadertheEnglishpeopleforgetshis
absolutism,hiscruelanger,hisbloodyrevenges.

ThecharacteroftheEnglishReformationafterthefirsttumultuous
conflicts,thefierceessaysofroyaltheocracyandJesuitreactionism,
setsteadilytowardsLibertyofConscience.

ThisspiritisglorifiedinPuritanism,thetrueheroicageofthe
Reformation.Itappears,forexample,inOliverCromwellhimself.
Cromwellisoneofthedisputedfiguresinourhistory,andevery
EnglishhistorianhasdrawnhisownCromwell.Buttoforeign
historianswemaylookforajudgmentlesspartial,lesspersonal.Dr.
Dollinger,forinstance,towhomwidesympathyandlongandprofound
studyofhistoryhavegiventheright,whichcanonlybeacquiredby
vigilandfasting,tospeakaboutthecharactersofthepast--hewhoby
hispositionasRomanistisnopledgedadmirer,describesCromwellas
the"prophetofLibertyofConscience."[2]Thisisthedeliberate
judgmentofDollinger.Itwasthejudgmentofthepeasantsofthe
Vaudoistwohundredandfiftyyearsago!Somewhatthesameimpression
wasmadebyCromwelluponVoltaire,VictorHugo,andGuizot.

Againintheseventeenthcentury,inthe_Irene_ofDrummond,andin
theremarkableworkofBarclay,the_Argenis_,[3]initswhole
conceptionofthereligious{72}life,ofmonasticism,asinits
idealizationofthecharacterofthegreatHenriQuatre,youfindthe
samedesireforawiderideal,notlessinreligionthaninpolitics.



WeencounteritlaterinShaftesburyandinLocke.Itistheessential
thoughtoftheworkofThomasHobbes.Itissupremelyandbeautifully
expressedinAlgernonSidney,themartyrofconstitutionalfreedomand
oftolerance.

AndwhatisthefaithofAlgernonSidney? Onewhoknewhimwell,
thoughopposedtohisparty,saidofhim,"HeregardsChristianityasa
kindofdivinephilosophyofthemind." Communityofreligiousnot
lessthanofpoliticalaimsbindscloserthefriendshipofLockeand
Shaftesbury.InthepreparationofaconstitutionfortheCarolinas
theyfoundtheopportunitywhichCorsicaofferedtoRousseau.Inthe
_LettersonToleration_[4]Lockedidbutexpandtheprinciplesupon
which,withShaftesbury'said,heelaboratedthegovernmentofthenew
State.TheRecordOfficehasnomorepreciousdocumentthanthe
draughtofthatwork,themarginscoveredwithcorrectionsinthe
handwritingofthesetwomen,theonethegreatestoftheRestoration
statesmen,theotherrankingamongstthegreatestspeculativethinkers
ofhisownoranyage.Onesuggestedformulaafteranotheris
traceablethere,tillatlengththedecisionismade,thatfromthe
citizensofthenewStateshallbeexacted,notadherencetothiscreed
ortothat,butsimplythedeclaration,"ThereisaGod." Algernon
SidneyaidsPenninperformingasimilartaskforPennsylvania,and
theirjointworkisinformedbythesamespiritasthe"Constitutions"
ofLockeandShaftesbury.

Thusinreligionthemenoftheseventeenthcenturyoccupyaposition
analogoustotheirpositioninpolitics,alreadydelineated.In
politics,aswehaveseen,theyestablishaconstitutionalgovernment,
andmakesurethepathtothewiderfreedomofthefuture.Inreligion
theyfixtheprinciplesofthatphilosophictolerancewhichthelater
centuriesdevelopandapply.Bothinpoliticsandinreligionthey
turnasidefromthemediaevalimperialismofBourbonandHapsburg,
consciouslyorunconsciouslypreparingthefoundationsofthe
Imperialismofto-day.

Ifthedivines,scholars,poets,andwitswhometandtalkedunderthe
roofoftheyoungLordFalklandatTewrepresentintheirreligiousand
civilperplexitiesthespiritoftheseventeenthcentury,withinthe
intersectingcirclesofPopeandBolingbroke,SwiftandAddison,maybe
foundinoneformoranotherallthevariedimpulsesofthe
eighteenth--intellectual,political,scientific,literary,or
religious.EnglandhadsucceededtotheplacewhichHollandfilledin
thedaysofDescartesandSpinoza--therefugeoftheoppressed,the
homeofpoliticalandreligiousfreedom,thestudyofMontesquieu,the
asylumofVoltaire.[5]YetbetweentheEnglandoftheeighteenthand
theEnglandoftheseventeenthcenturythereisnosuchdeepgulffixed
asCarlyleatoneperiodofhisliteraryactivityimagined.Theoneis
theorganicinevitablegrowthoftheother.TheEnglandwhichfought
atBlenheim,Fontenoy,andQuebecisthesameEnglandasfoughtat
MarstonMoorandDunbar.Chathamrescueditfromadeeperabasement
thanthatintowhichithadfalleninthedaysoftheCavalier
parliaments,anditfollowedhimtoheightsunreckedofbyCromwell.
Noristhereligiouscharacterofthecenturylessprofound,less
earnestlyreverent,whenrightlystudied.Evenitsscepticism,its
fierydenials,orvehementinquiry--aWoolston's,forinstance,ora



Cudworth's,likeaShelley'soraJamesThomson's[6]long
afterwards--springfromnoloveofdarkness,butfromtheimmortal
ardourforthelight,forTruth,eveniftherecomewithitsilenceand
utterdeath.Andfromthissameardourarisesthatextraordinary
outburstofvariedintellectualandreligiouseffort,criticalor
constructive,whichmakestheRevolutionaryandtheGeorgianeras
comparableinenergy,ifnotinheightofspeculativeinquiry,tothe
greatperiodofthe_Aufklarung_inGermany.Kantacknowledgedhis
indebtednesstoHume.Rousseau,Voltaire,Condillac,andHelvetiusare
inphilosophictheorybutpupilsofLocke.

TowardsthecloseofthecenturyappearedGibbon'sgreatwork,the
_DeclineandFall_,aproseepicinseventy-onebooks,uponthelast
victories,thelasttriumphs,andthelong,reluctantdeath-struggles
oftheRomanEmpire,theinsidiousadvanceofinnerdecay,the
ever-renewedassaultsofforeignviolence,theGoth,theSaracen,the
Mongol,andattheclose,theleagueringlinesofMahomet,thefarewell
totheGreeksofthelastoftheConstantines,theOttomansinthe
palacesoftheCaesars,andthemelancholymusingsofanItalian
scholarovertheruinsontheSevenHills.Anepicinprose--andevery
oneofitsbooksmightbecomparedtothegem-encrustedhiltofa
sword,andeachwonderfullywroughtjewelisasentence;butthepoint
ofthesword,likethatofthecherubim,iseverywhereturnedagainst
superstition,bigotry,andreligiouswrong.

DavidHume'sphilosophywasmoreread[7]inFrancethaninScotlandor
England,butHumewroteonebookherewidelyread,his_Historyof
England_.Ithasbeensuperseded,butitdidwhatitaimedatdoing.
Therearecertainbookswhich,whentheyhavedonetheirwork,are
forgotten,the_Dialectique_ofRamus,forinstance.Thisisnottobe
regretted.Hume's_HistoryofEngland_isoneofthesebooks.For
nearlyfourgenerationsitwastheonlyHistoryofEnglandthatEnglish
menandwomenread.ItwasimpossiblethatamanlikeHume,the
centralprincipleofwhoselifewasthesameasthatofLocke,
Shaftesbury,Gibbon--thedesireforalargerfreedomforman's
thought--itwasimpossibleforhimtowritewithoutsaturatingevery
pagewiththatpurpose,anditwasimpossiblethatthreegenerations
couldreadthat_History_withoutbeinginsensibly,unconsciously
transformed,theiraspirationselevated,theirjudgmentsmouldedby
contactwithsuchamindasthatofHume.

Recentlytheworkofthegreatintellectsofthesetwocenturiesbears
fruitinourchangedattitudetowardsIreland,intheemancipationof
theCatholicsthere;inourchangedattitudetowardstheJews,towards
thepeoplesofIndia,towardsIslam.EdwardGibbonandHumelaidthe
foundationofthatcollegewhichisrisingatKhartoumfortheteaching
ofMohammedanismundertheQueen.ItwasnotonlyLordKitchenerwho
builtit;JohnLocke,JohnMiltonbuiltit.

Thesaint,thecrusader,themonk,reformer,puritan,andnonjurorlead
inunbrokensuccessiontothecritic,thespeculativethinker,the
analyticorsyntheticphilosopheroftheeighteenthandthenineteenth
century,theserepresentingImperialBritain,astheformerrepresent
nationalorfeudalEngland.Erigenaintheninthcenturysurveyingall
thingsasfromatallrock,Dunstan,RogerBaconwastinginaprison



"throughtheincurablestupidityoftheworld,"ashebrieflyexplains
it,MichaelScott,Hooker,Bacon,Glanvil,Milton,andLocke,formedby
England,thesemenhaveinturnguidedorinformedthehighest
aspirations,theveryheartoftherace.Thegreatestempireinthe
annalsofmankindisatoncethemostearnestlyreligiousandthemost
tolerant.Herpowerisdeep-basedasthefoundationsoftherocks,her
glancewideastheboundariesoftheworld,far-searchingastheaeons
oftime.

Yetitisnotonlyfromwithin,butfromwithout,thatthis
transformationinthespiritofEnglandhasbeeneffected;notonly
fromwithinbytheworkofaSidney,aGibbon,butfromwithoutbythe
influence,imperceptibleyetsure,ofthefaithsandcreedsofthe
Orientalpeoplessheconquers.TheworkoftheArabistsofthe
seventeenthandeighteenthcenturies,suchmenasthePocockes,[8]
fatherandson,OckleyandSale,supplementsorexpandstheteachingof
LockeandofHume.TheindustryofRoss,theenthusiasticstudiesof
SirWilliamJones,broughtthepowerofPersianandIndianthoughtto
bearupontheEnglishmind,andtheeffortsofallthesemenseemto
convergeinoneofthegreatestliterarymonumentsofthepresent
century--_TheSacredBooksoftheEast_.

Thusthenwehaveseenthisimmortal"energyofthesoul"inreligion
andthought,asinpolitics,manifestitselfinlikeaspirations
towardsimaginativefreedom,thehigherfreedomandthehigherjustice,
summedinthephrase"ElargissezDieu,"thatman'ssoul,doweredwith
theunfettereduseofallitsfaculties,maysettowardsthelodestar
ofitsbeing,harmonywiththeDivine,whetheritbethroughfreedomin
religiouslifeorinpoliticallifeorinanyotherformoflife.For
alllife,allbeing,isorganic,ceaselesslytransformed,ceaselessly
transforming,ceaselessactionandinteraction,likethatvisionof
Goethe'softhegoldenchalicesascendinganddescendingperpetually
betweenheavenandthisdarkearthofours.

--5.THETESTIMONYOFTHEPAST:AFINALCONSIDERATION

Beforeleavingthispartofoursubject,thetestimonyofthepast,
thereisonemorequestiontoconsider,thoughwithbrevity.Thegreat
empiresorimperialracesofthepast,Hellas,Rome,Egypt,Persia,
Islam,representeachadistinctideal--ineachaseparateaspectof
thehumansoul,asthecharacterizingattributeoftherace,seems
incarnate.InHellas,forexample,itisBeauty,+t� kalon+;inRome,
itisPower;inEgypt,Mystery,asembodiedinhertemples,
half-underground,orintheSphinxthatguardsthesepulchresofher
kings;whilstinPersia,BeautyandAspirationseemtouniteinthat
mysticcuriositywhichisthefeatureatonceofherreligion,her
architecture,herlaws,ofMagianritualandGnostictheurgy.Other
racespossessthesequalities,loveofbeauty,thesenseofmystery;
butinHellasandinEgypttheydifferentiatetheraceandallthe
sectionsoftherace.

Whatcharacteristic,then,commontothewholeTeutonicrace,doesthis
EmpireofBritainrepresent? Apartaltogetherfromitsindividual



ideal,politicalorreligious,whatattributeoftherace,
distinguishingitfromotherraces,theHellenic,theRoman,the
Persian,doesiteminentlypossess?

Compare,firstofall,thebeginningsofthepeopleofEnglandwiththe
beginningsoftheHellenicpeople,orbetter,perhaps,withthe
beginningsofRome.WhofoundedtheRomanState? Thereisonefact
aboutwhichthemostrecentauthoritiesagreewiththemostancient,
thatRomewasfoundedmuchasAthenswasfounded,bydesperatemenfrom
everycity,district,region,inItaly.Theoutlaw,therefugeefrom
justiceorfromprivatevengeance,thelandlessmanandthehomeless
man--thesegatheredinthe"BroadPlain,"ormigratedtogethertothe
SevenHills,andbytheveryextentofthewalkwhichtheytraced
markedtheplanwhichtheRomeoftheCaesarsfilledin.Thisprocess
mayhaveextendedoveracentury--overtwocenturies;Romedrawingto
itselfevernewbandsofadventurers,desperateinvalourandin
fortuneasthefirst.WhoarethefoundersofEngland,ofImperial
Britain? Theyarethose"co-seekers,"_conqu[oe]stores_,Ihavespoken
of,whocamewithCerdicandwithCynric,thechosenmen,thatisto
say,themostadventurous,mostdaring,mostreckless--thefittestmen
ofthewholeTeutonickindred;andnotfortwocenturiesmerely,but
forsixcenturies,this"landoftheAngles,"stretchingfromtheForth
andClydetotheChannel,fromEadwine'sBurghtoAndredeswald,draws
toitself,andisgraduallyeverpeopledcloserandcloserwith,
VikingsandDanes,NorsemenandOstmen,followersofGuthrum,and
followersofHrolf,followersofIvarandfollowersofWilliamI.They
comein"hundreds,"theycomeinthousands.IntoEngland,asintosome
vastcrucible,thevalouroftheearthpoursitselfforsixhundred
years,till,moltenandfusedtogether,itarisesatlastoneand
undivided,theEnglishNation.Suchwasthefoundation,suchthe
buildingoftheEmpire,andthesearethetitle-deedswhicheveninits
firstbeginningsthislandcanshow.

AndoftheinnerracecharacterasrepresentativeofthewholeTeutonic
kindred,thetestimonyisnotlesssure.Whataheavenoflightfalls
upontheHellasoftheIsles,thatperiodofitshistorywhichdoesnot
begin,butendswiththeIliadandwiththeOdyssey--worksthatsumup
anoldcivilization!Alreadyisbornthatbeautywhich,whetherin
religion,orinart,orinlife,Hellasmadeitsownforever.Andit
isnotdifficulttotracebackthedescentoftheidealofVirgiland
ofCicerototheshepherdsandoutlawsoftheSevenHills.The
infinitecuriosityofPersia,theworshipperofflame,isanticipated
onitsearliestmonuments,andthemysteryofEgyptiscoevalwithits
firstappearanceinhistory.ButofEnglandandtheTeutonicracewhat
shallonesay? AcharacteristicuniversalinTeutonichistoryisthe
extenttowhichthespeculativeormetaphysicalpervadesthepractical,
thepolitical,andsocialconditionsoflife.Freedomanddeathless
courageareitsinheritance;butthesethroughoutitshistoryare
accompaniedbycertainvaguertendenciesofthoughtandaspiration,the
touchofthingsunseen,thoseimpulsesbeyondthefinitetowardsthe
Infinite,whichdisplaythemselvessoconspicuouslyinlaterages.In
theunitedpowerofthesetwoworlds,thevisibleandtheinvisible,
upontheTeutonicimagination,inthisalternateswayofRealityand
Illusion,mustbesoughtthecharacteristicofthisrace.IntheFaust
legend,which,inoneformoranother,theracehasmadeitsown,it



attainsasupremeembodiment.IntheOrientalimaginationthesenseof
thetransiencyoflifepassesswiftlyintoadisdainforlifeitself,
anddisplaysitselfinacouragewhichariseslessfromhopethanfrom
apathyordespair.Butthedeath-defiantcourageoftheVikingsprings
fromnodisdainoflife,butfromthescornofdeath,hazardinglife
ratherthanthehopeuponwhichhislifeisset.

ThischaracteristiccanbetracedthroughouttherangeofTeutonicart
andTeutonicliterature,andeveninaction.Thespiritwhich
originatesthe_Volker-wanderung_,forinstance,reappearsinthe
half-unconsciousimpulses,theinstinctivebentoftherace,whichlead
thebraveofEuropegenerationbygenerationfortwohundredyearsto
thecrusades.Theyfoundthegraveempty,butthecravingoftheheart
wasstayed,theyearningtowardsAsgard,thesun-brighteasternland,
wherewereBalderandtheAnses,andtheriversandmeadowsunfading,
whenceagesagotheirracehadjourneyedtotheforest-gloomandmists
bytheDanubeandtheRhine,bytheElbeandtheThames.

Thus,then,asBeautyisimpersonatedinHellas,MysteryinEgypt,so
thisattributewhichwemaynameReverieisimpersonatedinthe
Teutonicrace.

AndintheAnglo-SaxonbranchofthegreatTeutonickindred,this
attribute,thisReverie,thedividedswayoftheactualandofthe
dream-world,attestsitspresenceanditspowerfromtheearliest
epochs.Ithasleftitsimpress,itsmelancholy,itsrestlessness,its
infiniteregret,upontheverseofCynewulfandCaedmon,whilstinthe
devotionofthesaint,thescholar,thehermit,andofmuchofthe
commonlifeofthetimetotheidealofCalvary,itspresencefalls
likeamysticlightupontheturbulenceandbattle-furyoftheeighth
andninthcenturies.Itaddstheglamourasfromadistantand
enchantedpasttochivalrousromanceandtothecrusader'sandthe
pilgrim'shighendeavour.ItcastitsspellupontheTudormariners
andmadetheoceantheirinheritance.Inlatertimesitreappearsas
theworld-impulsewhichhasmadeourraceanativeofeveryclimate,
yetjealousofitstraditions,proudofitsbirth,unsubduedbyits
environment.

IfinthecircuittheymarkedoutforthewallsofearlyRomeitsfirst
foundersseemedtoanticipatetheeternalcity,soonthehighseasthe
foundersofEngland,Jute,Viking,andNorsemanseemtoforeshadowthe
EmpireoftheWorld,andbythesurgeorintheforestsolitude,
alreadytomeditatetheterror,thesorrow,andthemystery,andthe
comingharmonies,of_Faustus_and_Lear_,of_Hamlet_and_Adonais_.

[1]IhaveretainedthefamiliarspellingoftheSaxonhero'sname.
Giesebrecht,whodiscoversinthestandagainstCharlemagnesomething
ofthespiritofArminius,_etwasvomGeisteArmins_(_D.K.I._,p.
112),usestheform"Widukind,"andthesameformhasthesanctionof
Waitz(_Verfassungsgeschichte_,iii,p.120).YettheformWidu-kind
isprobablynomorethanachronicler'stheoryofthederivationofthe
name.



[2]Dollinger'scharacterizationofCromwellisremarkable--"Aberer
(_i.e._,Cromwell)hat,zuerstunterdenMachtigen,einreligioses
Principaufgestelltund,soweitseinArmreichte,zurGeltunggebracht,
welches,imGegensatzgegendiegrossenhistorischenKirchenundgegen
denIslam,KeimundStoffzueinerabgesondertenReligioninsich
trug:--dasPrincipderGewissensfreiheit,derVerwerfungalles
religiosenZwanges." Proceedingtoexpandthisidea,Dollingeragain
describesCromwellastheannunciatorofthedoctrineofthe
inviolabilityofconscience,sovastinitssignificancetothemodern
world,andadds:"EswardamalsvonweittragenderBedeutung,dassder
BeherrschereinesmachtigenReichesdieseneueLehreverkundete,die
dannnochfastanderthalbJahrhundertebrauchte,bissieinder
offentlichenMeinungsoerstarkte,dassauchihrenochimmer
zahlreichenGegnersichvorihrbeugenmussen.DieEvangelischeUnion,
welchejetztzweiWelttheileumfasstundeinfruherunbekanntesundfur
unmoglichgehaltenesPrincipderEinigungverschiedenerKirchen
glucklichverwirklichthat,darfwohlCromwellalsihrenProphetenund
vorbereitendenGrunderbetrachten."--_AkademischeVortrage_,1891,vol.
iii,pp.55,56.

[3]The_Argenis_waspublishedin1621;butamongsttheideason
religion,carefullyelaboratedorobscurelysuggested,whichthrongits
pages,wefindcuriousanticipationsofthepositionofLockeandeven
ofHume,justasinpolitics,intheremarksonelectivemonarchyput
inthelipsoftheCardinalUbaldini,orintheconceptionsofjustice
andlaw,Barclayrevealsasympathywithprincipleswhichappealedto
AlgernonSidneyorwerelongafterwardsdevelopedbyBeccaria.Inthe
motionofthestarsBarclayseestheproofoftheexistenceofGod,and
requiresnoother.The_Argenis_,unfortunatelyforEnglish
literature,waswrittenatatimewhenmenstillwaveredbetweenthe
vernacularandLatinasamediumofexpression.

[4]ThespiritandtendencyofLocke'sworkappearintheshortpreface
totheEnglishversionoftheLatin_EpistoladeTolerantia_,whichhad
alreadymetwithageneralapprobationinFranceandHolland(1689).
"Thisnarrownessofspiritonallsideshasundoubtedlybeenthe
principaloccasionofourmiseriesandconfusions.Butwhateverhas
beentheoccasion,itisnowhightimetoseekforathoroughcure.We
haveneedofmoregenerousremediesthanwhathaveyetbeenmadeuseof
inourdistemper.Itisneitherdeclarationsofindulgence,noracts
ofcomprehension,suchashaveyetbeenpractised,orprojectedamongst
us,thatcandothework.Thefirstwillbutpalliate,thesecond
increaseourevil.AbsoluteLiberty,justandtrueLiberty,equaland
impartialLiberty,isthethingthatwestandinneedof." Thesecond
Letter,styled"ASecondLetterconcerningToleration,"isdatedMay
27th,1690--theyearofthepublicationofhis_EssayontheHuman
Understanding_;thethird,thelongest,andinsomerespectsthemost
eloquent,"AThirdLetterforToleration,"bearsthedateJune20th,
1693.

[5]VoltaireridiculedcertainpeculiaritiesofShakespearewhen
mediocreFrenchwritersandcriticsbegantofindinhis"barbarities"
anexcuseforirreverenceattheexpenseofRacine,buthenevertires
ofreiteratinghisadmirationforthecountryofLockeandHume,of
BolingbrokeandNewton.Ahundredphrasescouldbegatheredfromhis



correspondenceextendingoverhalfacentury,inwhichthisfinds
seriousorextravagantutterance.Eveninthelastdecadesofhis
life,whenheseestheFranceofthefuturearising,hewritesto
MadameDuDeffand:"HowtrivialwearecomparedwiththeGreeks,the
Romans,andtheEnglish";andtoHelvetius,aboutthesameperiod
(1765),headmitstheprofounddebtswhichFranceandEuropeowetothe
adventurousthoughtofEngland.HeevenforcesFredericktheGreat
intoreluctantbutdefiniteacquiescencewithhisenthusiasm--"Yes,you
areright;youFrenchhavegrace,theEnglishhavethedepth,andwe
Germans,wehavecaution."

[6]JamesThomson,whodistinguishedhimselffromtheauthorofthe
_Seasons_,anddefinedhisownliteraryaimsbytheinitialsB.V.,
_i.e._,ByssheVonalis(Novalis),thoughpossessingneitherthewide
scholarshipnorthedepthofthoughtofLeopardi,occasionallyequals
thegreatItalianinfelicityofphraseandinthepoignantexpression
oftheworld-sorrow.Severalofthemoreviolentpamphletson
religiousthemesascribedtohimareofdoubtfulauthenticity.Hedied
in1882,theyearafterthedeathofCarlyle.

[7]Hume'sdisappointmentatthereceptionaccordedtothefirstquarto
ofhis_HistoryofEngland_mustbemeasuredbythestandardofthe
hopeshehadformed.Consciousofgenius,andnotwithoutambition,he
hadreachedmiddlelifenameless,andsaveinanarrowcircle
unacknowledged.Buttheappearanceofhis_History_,twoyearslater
thanhis_PoliticalDiscourses_,wassynchronouswiththedarkesthours
inEnglishannalssince1667.AnEnglishfleethadtoquittheChannel
beforethecombinednaviesofFranceandSpain;Braddockwasdefeated
atFortDuquesne;Minorcawaslost.Atthisperiodthetideof
ill-feelingbetweentheScotchandtheEnglishranbitterandhigh.
Thetauntsofindividualswerebuttheexplosionsofaresentment
deep-seatedandstrong.Londonhadnotyetforgottenthepanicwhich
themarchofthePretenderhadroused.TotheScottishnationthe
massacreatCullodenseemedanactofrevenge--savage,pre-meditated,
andimpolitic.TheministryofChathamchangedallthis.Heraisedan
armyfromtheclanswhotenyearsbeforehadmarchedtotheheartof
England;endedtheprivilegesofthecoterieofWhigfamilies,
bestowingthepostsofdangerandpowernotuponthefearlessbut
frequentlyincapablesonsofthegreathouses,butuponthetalentbred
intheranksofEnglishmerchants.Hume'sworkwasthuscaughtinthe
streamofChatham'svictories,andarayfromthegloryofthenation
wasreflecteduponitshistorian.Thegeneralverdictwasratifiedby
theconcordofthebestjudgments.Gibbondespairedofrivallingits
faultlesslucidity;BurketurnedfromaprojectedHistorytowritein
Hume'smannertheeventsofthepassingyears,foundingthe_Annual
Register_.ItsoutspokenToryismwaswelcometoagenerationwearyof
the"Venetianoligarchy,"thisepoch,ifany,meritingBeaconsfield's
epithet.TheworkhadthefortunewhichGibbonandMontesquieucraved
fortheirown--itwasreadintheboudoirasmuchasinthestudy.Nor
diditspowerdiminish.Itcontainedthebestwriting,thedeepest
thought,themostvividportraiture,devotedtomenandthingsEnglish,
overacontinuousperiod,untiltheworksofCarlyleandMacaulay.

[8]Thesignificanceofthesemen'sworkmaybeestimatedbythe
ignoranceevenofscholarsandtolerantthinkers.Spinoza,for



instance,in1675,describesIslamasafaiththathasknownnoschism;
andtwentyyearsearlierPascalbrandsMohammedasforbiddingallstudy!

PARTII

THEDESTINYOFIMPERIALBRITAIN

LECTUREIV

THEWARINSOUTHAFRICA

[_Tuesday,May_29_th_,1900]

Hithertowehavebeenengagedwiththepast,withtheslowgrowth
acrossthecenturiesofthosepoliticalorreligiousidealswhichnow
controlthedestiniesofthisEmpire,amovementtowardsaneverhigher
conceptionofman'srelationstowardstheDivine,towardsothermen,
andtowardstheState.To-dayasubjectofmorepressinginterest
confrontsus,butasubjectmoreinvolvedalsointheprejudicesand
sympathieswhichtheviolenceofpityoranger,surpriseoralarm,
arouses,wovenmorecloselytothelivinghopes,regrets,andfears
whichcomposetheinstantofman'slife.Weareinthethickofthe
deed--howarewetojudgeit? Howconjurethephantomsinimicalto
truth,whichTacitusfoundbesettinghispathashepreparedtonarrate
thecivilstrugglesofGalbaandOthothirtyyearsaftertheevent?

Yetoneaspectofthesubjectseemsfreeandaccessible,andtothis
aspectIproposetodirectyourattention.Theseparateincidentsof
thewar,andtheactionsofindividuals,statesmen,soldiers,
politicians,journalists,andofficials,civilormilitary,thewisdom
ortherashness,theenergyorthesloth,thewaveringorthe
resolution,ancientexperiencegrownhalfpropheticwiththeyears,
alertvigour,quicktoperceive,unremittinginpursuit,oringenuous
surprisetardilyawakingfromthedreamofaworldwhichisnot
this--allthesewillfallwithinthedomainofHistorysomecenturies
hencewhenwhatmensawhasbeensiftedfromwhattheymerelydesired
toseeorimaginedtheysaw.

ButtheplaceofthewarinthegenerallifeofthisState,andthe
purelypsychologicalquestion,howistheideaofthiswar,inPlato's
senseofthatword,relatedtotheideaofImperialBritain?--theseit
ispossibleevennowtoconsider,_sineiraetstudio_.Whatisits
historicalsignificancecomparedwiththewarsofthepast,whatisthe
presageofthisgreatwar--ifitbeagreatwar--forthefuture?

--I.THEHISTORICALSIGNIFICANCEOFTHEWARINSOUTHAFRICA

Nowthemagnitudeofawardoesnotdependuponthenumbers,relative



orabsolute,oftheopposingforces.FewermenfellatSalamisthanat
Towton,andinthebattleofBedr[1]thetotalforceengageddidnot
exceedtwothousand,yetMohammed'svictorychangedthehistoryofthe
world.ThefollowersofAndreasHoferwerebutahandfulcomparedwith
thearmywhichmarchedwithdeSaxetoToumay,buttheachievementof
theTyroleseisenduringasFontenoy.Waristhesupremeactinthe
lifeofaState,anditisthemotiveswhichimpel,theidealwhichis
pursued,thatdeterminethegreatnessorinsignificanceofthatact.
Itisthecause,theprinciplesincollisionwhichmakeitforever
glorious,orswiftlyforgotten.What,then,aretheprinciplesat
issueinthepresentwar?

ThewarinSouthAfrica,aswesawintheopeninglecture,isthefirst
eventorseriesofeventsuponagreatscale,thegenesisofwhichlies
inthisforcenamedImperialism.Itisthefirstconspicuous
expressionofthisidealintheworldofaction--ofheroicaction,
whichnowasalwaysimpliesheroicsuffering.Nootherwarinour
historyisinitsoriginsanditsaimssoevidentlytherealization,so
exclusivelytheresultofthisimperialideal.Whatevermayhavebeen
thepassingdesignsoftheGovernment,loftyortrivial,whateverthe
motivesofindividualpoliticians,thisisthecauseandthistheideal
bywhich,consciouslyorunconsciously,thedecisionoftheStatehas
beenprescribedandcontrolled.Butthepresentwarisnotmerelya
warforanidea,whichofitselfwouldbeenoughtomakethewar,inM.
Thiers'refrain,_diguedel'attentiondeshommes_;but,likethewars
ofthesixteenthcenturyortheFrenchRevolutionaryWars,itisawar
betweentwoideals,betweentwoprinciplesthatstrikedeepintothe
life-historyofmodernStates.

Inthereligiouswarsofthesixteenthcenturytheprincipleoffreedom
wasarrayedagainsttheprincipleofauthority.Theconflictrolled
hitherandthitherfortwocenturies,andwasillustratedbythevalour
andgeniusofEurope,bycharactersandincidentsofimposinggrandeur,
sublimedevotion,ormovingpity.SointhewaroftheFrench
RevolutionthedyingprincipleofMonarchismwasarrayedagainstthe
principleofDemocracy,andthetragicheroismwithwhichthe
combatantsrepresentedtheseprinciples,whetherAustria,Russia,
Spain,England,Germany,orFrance,makesthatwaroneofthemost
preciousmemoriesofmankind.

Inthetragediesofart,instage-drama,theconflict,thestruggleis
betweentwoprinciples,twoforces,onebase,theotherexalted.But
intheworld-dramaaconflictofaprofounderkindrevealsitself,the
conflictbetweenheroismandheroism,betweenidealandideal,often
equallylofty,equallyimpressive.

SuchistheeternalcontrastbetweenthetragicinArtandthetragic
inHistory,andthischaracteristicofthesetwogreatconflictsofthe
sixteenthandtheeighteenthcenturiesreappearsinthepresentwar.
Therealsotwoprinciplesequallyloftyandimpressiveareat
strife--thedyingprincipleofNationality,andtheprinciplewhich,
forwealorwoe,isthatofthefuture,theprincipleofImperialism.
Thesearetheforcescontendingagainsteachotheronthesterile
veldt;thisisthefirstactofthedramawhose_denouement_--whodare
foretell? Whatdistantgenerationshallbehold_that_curtain?



--2.NATIONALITYANDIMPERIALISM

Inpoliticallife,inthelife-historyofstates,asinreligious,as
inintellectualandsocialhistory,changeandgrowth,orwhatwenow
nameEvolution,areperpetual,continuous,unresting.Theempirewhich
hasceasedtoadvancehasbeguntorecede.Motionisthelawofits
being,ifnottowardsafullerlife,motiontowarddeath.Thusina
racedoweredwiththegeniusforempire,asRomewas,asBritainis,
Imperialismisthesupreme,thecrowningform,whichinthisprocessof
evolutionitattains.Thecivic,thefeudal,ortheoligarchicState
passesintothenational,thenationalintotheimperial,byslowor
swiftgradations,butirresistibly,asbyafixedlawofnature.No
greatstatesmaniseverinadvanceof,oreverbehind,hisage.The
patriotishewhoismostfaithfultothehighestform,tothe
actualizedidealofhistime.Eliotintheseventeenthcenturydied
fortheconstitutionalrightsofanation;inthethirteenthhewould
havestoodwiththefeudallordsatRunnymede;inthenineteenthhe
wouldhaveaddedhisgreatnametoimperialism.

Thenationalisthusbutaphaseintheonwardmovementofanimperial
State,ofaracedestinedtoempire.InsuchaState,Nationalityhas
nopeculiarsanctity,nofixed,immutableinfluence,noabsolutesway.
ThetermNational,indeed,hasrecentlyacquiredinpoliticsandin
literaturesomethingofthehalowhichinthebeginningofthecentury
belongedtotheideaoflibertyalone.Thepartwhichithasplayedin
BohemiaandHungary,BelgiumandHolland,ServiaandBulgaria,and,
aboveall,intheunityofItalyandtherealizationafterfour
centuriesofMachiavelli'sdream,isalivingwitnessofitspower.In
theMiddleAgethetwoideas,nationalityandindependence,were
inseparable,butwiththecompletionoftheStatesystemofEurope,the
riseofPrussiaandthetransformationofthehalf-orientalMuscovy
intotheEmpireoftheCzars,andwiththegrowthinEuropeanpolitics
oftheBalance-of-Power[2]theory,adisruptionoccurredbetweenthese
ideas,andaseriesofprotectednationalitiesarose.

Indeed,aswerecedefromtheevent,theRevolutionof1848presents
itselfevermoredefinitelyasitappearedtocertainofitsactors,
andtoafewofthemorespeculativeonlookers,asbutanaftermathof
1789and1793,asthenetreturn,thepracticalresulttoFranceandto
Europeoftheglorioussacrificesandhopesoftherevolutionaryera.
Nationalitywastheoccasionandtheexcuseof1848;buttheidealwas
ashadowfromthepast.Themenofthattimedonotdiffermorewidely
fromthemenof1789thanSomersandHalifaxdifferfromthegreat
figuresoftheearlierrevolution,Pym,Strafford,andCromwell.[3]
TheamazingconfusionwhichattendstheeffortsofFrenchandGerman
publiciststoexpandtheconceptoftheNationsupportstheevidenceof
historythatthegreat_role_whichithasplayedistransientand
accidental,andthatitisnotthefinalanddefiniteformtowards
whichthelifeofaStatemoves.Itisonethingtoexaltthegrandeur
ofthisidealforItalyorforFrance,butitisanothertoassumethat
ithasfinalandequalgrandeurineverylandandtoeveryState.



NoraretheendeavoursofsuchwritersasManciniorBluntschlito
tracetheprincipleofNationalitytothedeepestimpulsesofman's
lifemoreauspicious.NottoHumanity,buttoImperialRome,mustbe
ascribedtheoriginofnationalityastheprevailingformintheState
systemofmodernEurope.ForRomanpolicywas,sotospeak,aDestiny,
notmerelytothepresent,buttothefutureworld.Romeeffacedthe
distinctions,thefrettingdiscordsofCeltictribes,andtracedthe
boundsofthatGalliawhichMeerwingandKarling,CapetandBourbon,
madeittheirambitiontoreach,andtheirglorytomaintain.Tothe
citiesoftheItalianalliesRomegrantedimmunities,privileges,of
municipalindependence;andfromthegift,asfromaseedofhate,grew
theinterminablestrife,thepettywarsoftheMiddleAge.Forthis,
Machiavelli,inmanyabitterparagraph,hasexecratedthePapacy--"the
stonethrustintothesideofItalytokeepthewoundopen"--butthe
politicalcreedofthegreatGhibellines,Farinata,orDantehimself,
showsthatItalianrepublicanism,likeFrenchnationality,derivesnot
frompapal,butfromimperialRome.

ThestudyofHolland,ofthehistoryofDenmark,ofPrussia,ofSweden,
ofScotland,doesbutillustratetheobservationthatintheprinciple
ofNationality,whetherinitsoriginoritsends,noidealwideas
humanityisinvolved,nothingthatisnottransient,local,orderived.
Poetryandheroismhaveinthepastclotheditwithundyingfame;but
recenthistory,byinstanceandbyargumentfromEuropeandfromother
continents,hasprovedthatayoungnationmaybeoldincorruption,
andasmallStategreatinoppression,thatrightisnotalwaysonthe
sideofweakness,norinjusticewiththestrong.

Notforthefirsttimeinhistoryarethesetwoprinciples,Nationality
andImperialism,orprinciplesstrikinglyanalogous,arrayedagainst
eachother.ModernEurope,aswehaveseen,isacomplexusofStates,
ofwhichtheNationistheconstituentunit.AncientHellaspresentsa
similarcomplexusofStates,ofwhichtheunitwasnottheNationbut
theCity.There,afterthePersianWars,thesecommunitiespresenta
conflictofprinciplessimilartothiswhichnowconfrontsus,a
conflictbetweentheidealsofcivicindependenceandcivic
imperialism.Andtheconflictisattendedbysimilarphenomena,covert
hostility,jealousexecration,andfinally,universalwar.Theissue
isknown.

ThedefeatofAthensatSyracuse,involvinginevitablythefallofher
empire,wasadisastertohumanity.ThespringofAthenianenergywas
broken,andtheoneStatewhichHellaseverproducedcapableatonceof
governmentandofaloftyideal,intellectualandpolitical,wasa
ruin.NeitherSpartanorMacedoncouldtakeitsplace,andafterthe
lingeringdegradationoftwocenturiesHellassuccumbstoRome.

AdisasterinSouthAfricawouldhavebeenjustsuchadisasteras
this,butonawiderandmoreterriblescale.

Forthisempireisbuiltuponadesignmoreliberaleventhanthatof
AthensortheRomeoftheAntonines.Britainconquers,butbythe
testimonyofmenofallraceswhohavefoundrefugewithinher
confines,sheconquerslessforherselfthanforhumanity."Theearth
isMan's"mightbeherwatchword,and,asifshehadcaughttheOcean's



secret,herempireisthehighwayofnations.Thatprovince,that
territory,thatstatewhichisaddedtohersway,seemsthereby
redeemedforhumanityratherthanconqueredforherownsons.

This,then,isthefirstcharacteristicofthewar,aconflictbetween
thetwoprinciples,themoribundprincipleofNationality--inthe
Transvaalanoppressive,anartificialnationality--andthevital
principleofthefuture.

--3.THEWAROFADEMOCRACY

ButthewarinSouthAfricahasasecondcharacteristicnotless
significant.Itisthefirstgreatwarwagedbythecompletely
constituteddemocracyof1884.InthethirdReformBill,aswehave
seen,theeffortsofsixcenturiesofconstitutionalhistoryfindtheir
realization.Theheroicactionandtheheroicinsight,theenergy,the
fortitude,thesuffering,fromthedaysofLangtonanddeMontfort,
BigodandMorton,tothoseofCanningandPeel,RussellandBright,
attaininthisActtheirconsummationandtheirend.Thewarswagedby
theunreformedorpartiallyreformedconstituenciescontinueintheir
constitutionalcharacterthewarswagedbytheMonarchyorbytheWhig
orToryoligarchiesoflastcentury.Butinthepresentconflicta
democracy,atonceimperial,self-governingandwarlike,andactuated
bytheloftiestideals,confrontstheworld.

Twiceandtwiceonlyinrecordedhistoryhavethesequalitiesappeared
togetherandsimultaneouslyinonepeople,intheAthensofPericles
andtheIslamofOmar.[4]

RevolutionaryFrancewasinspiredbyadazzlingdream,anexalted
purpose,butitsimperialismwasthecreationofthegeniusorthe
ambitionoftheindividual;itwasnotrootedintheheartoftherace.
ItwasnotClivemerelywhogainedIndiaforEngland.French
incapacityforthegovernmentofothers,forempire,inaword,fought
onourside.Napoleonknewthis.Whatastudyarethosebulletinsof
his!AfterAusterlitz,afterJena,Eyiau,Friedland,oneiteration,
assuranceandreassurance,"Thisisthelast,theverylastcampaign!"
andsoontillWaterloo.HisCorsicanintensity,thesuperhumanpower
ofthatmightywill,transformedthecharacteroftheFrenchrace,but
notforever.TheCelticelementwastoostrongforhim,andinthe
Frenchnoblessehefoundanindextothewholenation.Thesarcasm,
whichifhedidnotutterhecertainlyprompted,hasnotlostits
edge--"Ishowedthemthepathtogloryandtheyrefusedtotreadit;I
openedmydrawing-roomdoorsandtheyrushedin,incrowds." Thereis
nothingmoretragicinhistorythanthespectacleofthismanof
unparalleledadministrativeandpoliticalgenius,fetteredbythepast,
andatlengthgrowndesperate,abandoninghimselftohisweird.The
marchintoRussiaisthereturnuponthedaimonicspiritofits
primitiveinstincts.Thebeneficentrulerismergedoncemoreinthe
visionaryofearliertimes,dreamingbytheNile,orasleepontheheel
ofacannononboardthe_Muiron_.[5]Napoleonwasfightingforadead
idealwiththestrengthofthemenwhohadoverthrownthatideal--how
shouldheprosper? ConquestofEngland,Spain,Austria,theRhine



frontier,Holland,Belgium,pointbypointhispolicyrepeatsBourbon
policy,thepolicythatledLouisXVItothescaffoldandhimselfto
SteHelene.Yethisfirstbattleswereforliberty,andhislastmade
thereturnofmediaevaldespotismimpossible.Dying,hebequeaths
imperialismtoFranceasEuphorionleaveshisvestureinthehandsof
FaustandHelena.Howfatalwasthatgiftofaspuriousimperialism
Metz,Sedan,andParismadecleartoallmen.

TheRomeoftheCaesarspresentssuccessivelyaveileddespotism,a
capriciousmilitarytyranny,oranorientalabsolutism.The"Serrar
delConsiglio"madeVeniceandherempiretheparagonofoligarchic
States.

TheriseoftheempireofSpainseemsinitsnationalenthusiasmto
offeracloserparalleltothisofBritain.Butaruthlessfanaticism,
religiousandpolitical,stainsfromtheoutsetthedevotionofthe
SpanishpeopletotheirHapsburgmonarchs.Spainfoughtwithgrandeur,
heroism,andwithchivalrousresolution;butherdarkpurpose,the
suppressionthroughoutEuropeoffreedomofthesoul,madehervalour
frustrateandherdevotionvain.Shewarredagainstthelight,andthe
enemiesofSpainwerethefriendsofhumanity,thebenefactorsofraces
andgenerationsunborn.Whatcriterionoftruth,whatprincipleeven
ofpartypolitics,cantheninciteastatesmanandanhistorianto
assertandtore-assertthatinourwarinSouthAfricaweareacting
astheSpanishactedagainsttheancestorsoftheDutch,andthatour
fateandourretributionwillbeasthefateandtheretributionof
Spain? England'sidealisnottheidealofSpain,norarehermethods
themethodsofSpain.ThewarinAfrica--isitthenawarwagedfor
thedestructionofreligiousfreedomthroughouttheworld,orwillthe
triumphofEnglandestablishtheInquisitioninPretoria? But,itis
urged,"theDutchhaveneverbeenconquered,theyareofthesame
stubborn,unyieldingstockasourown." Inthesensethattheyare
Teutons,theDutchareofthesamestockastheEnglish;butthe
characteristicsoftheBatavianarenotthoseoftheJute,theViking,
andtheNorseman.ThebestbloodoftheTeutonicraceforsix
centurieswenttothemakingofEngland.Attheperiodwhenthe
BatavianswerethecontenteddependentsofBurgundyorFlanders,the
Englishnationwasbeingschooledbystruggleandbysufferingforthe
empireofthefuture.Asfortheformerclauseoftheassertion,itis
accurateofnorace,nonation.ThehistoryoftheUnitedProvinces
doesnotclosewithJohndeWittandWilliamIII.Canthosecriticsof
thewarwhostillpointtoWilliamtheSilent,andtothebrokendykes,
andtoLeyden,havereviewed,eveninSchlosser,thehistoryofHolland
intheeighteenthcentury,thepartoftheDutchinFrederick'swars,
theturpitudesofthePeaceof1783,unequalledinmodernhistory,and
inworld-historyneversurpassed,orofthesurrenderofNamurto
JosephII,orofthebraggadociopatriotismwhichthatmonarchtested
bysendinghisshipdowntheScheldt,orofthecapitulationof
AmsterdamtoBrunswick?

TheheroicperiodoftheUnitedProvincesinaction,art,and
literaturebeganandendedinthedeep-heartedresolutionoftherace
toperishratherthanforgotherighttoworshipGodintheirownway.
InthehistoryofthisState,fromPhilipIItoLouisXIV,religious
oppressionseemstoplayapartalmostlikethatofindividualgenius



inMacedonorinmodernFrance.Whenthatforceiswithdrawn,thereis
anendtothegreatnessofHolland,aswhenaCharlemagne,an
Alexander,oraNapoleondies,thegreatnessoftheirempiresdies
also.Inthepassionforpoliticalgreatnessassuch,theDutchhave
neverfoundthespur,theincitementtoheroicactionortoheroic
self-renunciationwhichreligionforatimesupplied.

Fromfalsejudgmentsfalsedeedsfollow,elseitwerebutharsh
ingratitudetorecall,oreventoremember,thedecay,thehumiliations
ofthelandwithinwhosebordersRembrandtandSpinoza,Vondeland
Grotius,CorneliusandJohndeWittlived,worked,andsuffered.

ButintheempirewhichfellatSyracuseweencounterresemblancesto
thedemocraticEmpireofBritain,deeperandmoreorganic,andofan
impressiveandeventragicsignificance.Forthoughthestageonwhich
Athensactsherpartisnarrower,theideawhichinformstheactionis
notlesselevatedandserene.Apurposeyetmoreexultant,ahopeas
living,andanimpulseyetmoremysticandtranscendent,sweepsthe
warriorsofIslambeyondtheEuphrateseastwardtotheIndus,then
throughSyria,beyondtheNiletoCarthageandtheWesternSea,tracing
withinthequarterofacenturydominatedbythegeniusofOmarthe
boundsofanempirewhichRomescarceattainsintwohundredyears.
Butthisempire-republic,theIslamofOmar,passesswifterthana
dream;thetyrannyandthecrimesofthepalacesofDamascusandBagdad
succeed.

AndnowaftertwelvecenturiesademocraticEmpire,raisedupand
exaltedforendsasmysticandsublimeasthoseofAthensandtheIslam
ofOmar,appearsupontheworld-stage,andthequestionofquestionsto
everystudentofspeculativepoliticsatthepresenthouris--Whither
willthisportentdirectitsenergies? Willitpressonwardtowards
someyetmightierendeavour,or,masteredbysomehereditarytaint,
sinktorpidandneglectful,leavingitsvast,itspractically
inexhaustibleforcestowasteunused?

Thedeedsonthebattlefield,thespiritwhichfiresthemenfromevery
regionofthatempireandfromeverysectionofthatsocietyof
nations,theattitudewhichhasmarkedthatpeopleandthatrace
towardsthepresentwar,arenotwithoutdeepsignificance.Nowat
lastthenameEnglishPeopleisco-extensiveandofequalmeaningwith
theEnglishrace.Thedistinctionsofrank,ofintellectualorsocial
environment,ofbirth,ofpoliticalorreligiouscreeds,professions,
areallinthatgreatactforgottenandareasiftheywerenot.
Rivalsinvalour,emulousinself-renunciation,contendingforthe
placeofdanger,hardship,trial,theyseemasifeverymanfeltwithin
hishearttheemotionofAeschinesseeingthegloryofMacedon--"Our
lifescarceseemedthatofmortals,northeachievementsofourtime."
Contemplatingthisspectacle,thisEmpirethrilledthroughoutitsvast
bulk,fromboundtoboundofitsfar-stretchedgreatness,withone
hope,oneenergy,oneaspirationandonefear,onesorrowandonejoy,
isnotthissomewarrant,isnotthissomepresageofthefuture,and
ofthecoursewhichthispeoplewillpursue?

Letuspausehereforamomentuponthetransformationwhichthisword
EnglishPeoplehasundergone.WhenFroissart,forinstance,inthe



fourteenthcentury,speaksoftheEnglishPeople,heseesbeforehim
thechivalrousnoblesofthetypeofChandosorTalbot,theBlack
PrinceordeBohun.TheworkofthearchersatCrecyandPoitiers
extendedthetermtoEnglishyeomen,andwiththeriseoftownsandthe
spreadofmaritimeadventurethemerchantandthetraderareincluded
underthesamegreatdesignationasfeudalknightandbaron.

PuritanismandtheCivilWarswidenedthetermstillfurther,butas
lateasthetimeofChathamitsgeneraluseisrestrictedtotheranks
whichitcoveredinthesixteenthcentury.ThuswhenChathamorBurke
speaksoftheEnglishPeople,itisthemerchantsofatownlike
Bristol,asopposedtotheEnglishnobles,thathehasinview.And
WellingtondeclaredthatEtonandHarrowbredthespiritwhichovercame
Napoleon,whichstormedBadajoz,andledthechargeatWaterloo.The
Duke'shostilitytoReform,hisreluctancetoextendtheterm,withits
responsibilitiesanditsprivileges,itsburdensanditsglory,tothe
wholerace,isintelligibleenough.Butinthispointtheadmirersof
theDukewerewiserormorerecklessthantheirhero,andthefollowers
ofPittthanthefollowersofChatham.Thehazardofenfranchisingthe
millions,ofextendingthewordPeopletoincludeeverymanofBritish
blood,wasagreat,abreathlesshazard.Mightnotamobariselike
thatwhichgatheredroundtheJacobins,orbytheirfuryandtheirrage
addedanotherhorrortothehorrorofthevictimonthetumbril,making
theguillotineawelcomerelease?

Butthehazardhasbeenmade,theenfranchisementiscomplete,andit
isawinninghazard.ToEtonandHarrow,asnurseriesofvalour,the
Dukewouldnowrequiretoaddeverynational,everyvillageschool,
fromBethnalGreentoBallycroy!_PopulusAnglicanus_--ithasrisenin
itsmight,andsentforthitssons,andnotamanofthembutseemson
firetorivalthegallantry,therenunciationofChandosandTalbot,of
SidneyandWolfe.Hasnotthepresentwargivenaharvestof
instances? ThesoldierafterSpionKop,hisjawtornoff,death
threateninghim,signsforpaperandpenciltowrite,notafarewell
messagetowifeorkin,butWolfe'squestiononthePlainsof
Abraham--"Havewewon?" Another,hissiderakedbyahideouswound,
dying,breathesouttheundyingresolutionofhisheart,"Rollme
aside,men,andgoon!" Norlessheroicthatsergeant,ambushedand
summonedatgreatoddstosurrender."Never!"wasthebriefimperative
response,andmadetranquilbythatwordandthatdefiance,shot
throughtheheart,hefallsdead.Thisisthespiritoftheranks,
thisthebearingindeath,thisthefaithinEngland'sidealofthe
enfranchisedmasses.

NorhasthespiritofEtonandHarrowabated.NeitherthePeninsular
northeMarlboroughwars,conspicuousbytheirexamplesofdaring,
exhibitanythingthatwithinabriefspacequiteequalsthe
self-immolatingvalourdisplayedinthedisastrousopeningsofthiswar
bythoseyouths,the_gensFabia_ofmoderndays,prodigaloftheir
blood,rushingintotheMauserhailstorm,asifinjesteachmanhad
sworntomakethesterileveldtblossomliketherose,fertilizingit
withtherichdropsofhisheart,sincetherainispowerless!



--4.COSMOPOLITANISMANDJINGOISM

Noristhisheroism,andthedevotionwhichinspiresit,shutwithin
thetentedfieldorconfinedtothebattle-line.Theeyesoftherace
areuponthatdrama,andtheheartoftheracebeatswithinthebreasts
oftheactors.ThereissomethingRomaninthenation'sunmoved
purpose,theconcentrationofitswholeforceupononefixedmark,
disregardingthejudgmentofmen,realizing,howeverbitterthewisdom,
thattheEmpirewhichtheswordandthedeath-defiantvalourofthe
pasthaveupraisedcanbemaintainedonlybytheswordandavalournot
lessdeath-defiant,aself-renunciationnotlessheroic.Such
manifestationsofheroismandofazealousardour,unexampledinits
extentanditsintensity,offerassuredly,Irepeat,someaugury,some
earnestofthatwhichistocome,somepledgetothenewcenturyrising
likeaplanettremulousonthehorizon'sverge.

Butawidespreaderrorstillconfoundsthisimperialpatriotismwith
Cosmopolitanism,thisresolutionofagreatpeoplewithJingoism.Now
whatisCosmopolitanism? Itisanattitudeofmindpurelynegative;it
isacharacteristicofprotectednationalities,andofdecayedraces.
Itpasseseasilyintopoliticalindifference,politicalapathy.Itis
thenegationofpatriotism;butitoffersnoconstructiveidealinits
stead.Imperialismisactive,isconstructive.[6]Itisthepassion
ofMarathonandTrafalgar,itisthepatriotismofadeMontfortora
Grenville,atonceintensifiedandheightenedbytheaspirationsof
humanity,bytheidealsofaShelley,aWilberforce,oraCanning.But
betweenmerewar-fever,Jingoism,andsuchfree,unfetteredenthusiasm,
anation'sunalteringloyaltyindefeatorintriumphtoanidealborn
ofitspast,anditsjoyintheactionsinwhichthisidealis
realized,thegulfiswide.Napoleonknewthis.Nothinginhistoryis
moreilluminatingthanthebitterremarkwithwhichheturnedawayfrom
thesightoftheenthusiasmwithwhichViennawelcomeditsdefeated
sovereign,FrancisII.Allhisvictoriescouldnotpurchasehim_that_!

Wouldthecriticsof"music-hallmadness"prefertoseeacitystand
sullen,silent,indifferent,cursinginthebitternessofitsheartthe
government,thearmy,theempire? OrwouldtheyhaveitliketheRoman
mobofthefirstCaesars,clusterincrowds,carelessofempire,
battles,orthegloryofRome'sname,shoutingforaloafofbreadand
acircusticket? Betweenthecries,thelaughter,thetearsofamob
andthespeechorthesilenceofastatesmanthereisagreatspace;
butitwererashtoassumethatthedissonantclamourofthecrowdsis
butanignorantoratransientfrenzy.Inreligionitselfhavewenot
similarvarietyofexpression? Thosefacesgatheredunderthetreesor
inapublicthoroughfare--theexpressionofemotionthereisnotthat
whichwewitness,say,inSantaCroce,atprime,whenthefirstlight
fallsthroughthewindowsonGiotto'sfrescoes,HerodandFrancis,St.
LouisandtheSoldan,andonthefew,thestillworshippers--butdare
weassertthatthisaloneissincere,theotherunfeltbecauseloud?

--5.MILITARISM

Andyetbeneaththisjoy,thetumultuousjoyofthishourofrespite



fromahopethatintheendbecamehardertoendurethandespair,there
isperhapsnotasingleheartinthisEmpirewhichdoesnotatmoments
startasatsomemenacing,somesinistersound,aforebodingofevil
whichitendeavourstoshakeoffbutcannot,foritreturns,louderand
moreinsistent,tyrannouslydemandingtheattentionofthemost
reluctant.Oncemoreonthisoldearthofoursiswitnessedthe
spectacleofavastpeoplestirredbyoneidealimpulse,preparedfor
allsacrificesforthatideal,preparedtofacewar,andtheoutcryof
amisunderstandingorenviousantagonism.Whitheristhisimpulseto
bedirected? Whatministerorparliamentistodaretheresponsibility
ofturningthismovement,thisgreatandspontaneousmovement,tothis
people'ssalvation,tothisEmpire'shighpurposes? Howshallits
boundsbemadesecureagainstencroachment,itsownshoresfrom
coalescedfoes?

Letmeapproachthismatterfromthestandpointofhistory,thesole
standpointfromwhichIhavetheright--touseacurrentphrase--to
speakasanexpert.Firstofallletmesay,thatanaxiomormaxim
whichappearstoguidetheutterancesifnottheactionsofstatesmen,
themaximthattheBritishpeoplewillundernocircumstancestolerate
anyformofcompulsoryserviceforwar,isunjustifiedbyhistory.It
hasnofoundationinhistoryatall.Nothinginthepastjustifiesthe
ascriptionofsuchalimittothedevotionofthispeople.Ofan
ancientlineage,butyounginempire,proud,lovingfreedom,not
disdainfulofglory,perfectlyfearless--whoshallassignboundstoits
devotionordeterminethelimitsofitsendurance? Igofurther,I
affirmthattherecordsofthepast,theheroicsacrificeswhich
Englandmadeinthesixteenth,intheseventeenthcentury,andinlater
times,justifythecontraryassumption,justifytheassumptionthatat
thiscrisis--thisgraveandmomentouscrisis,acrisissuchasIthink
nocouncilofmenhashadtofaceformanycenturies,perhapsnotsince
theembassyoftheGothstotheEmperorValens--theministryorcabinet
whichbutdares,darestotrustthispeople'sresolution,willfind
thatthisenthusiasmisnotthatofmenoverwroughtwithwar-fever,but
thedeep-seatedpurposeofapeoplestrongtodefendtheheritageof
itsfathers,andnottoswervefromthepathwhichfateitselfhas
markedoutforitamongsttheempiresoftheearth.This,Imaintain,
istheverdictofhistoryuponthematter.

Thereisasecondprominentargumentagainstcompulsoryservice,an
argumentdrawnbyanalogyfromthecircumstancesofothernations.Men
pointtoRennes,tothepettytyranniesofmilitaryupstartsover
civiliansinGermany,andcry,"Beholdwhatawaitsyoufrom
conscription!" Suchargumentshavepreciselythesamevalueasthe
argumentsagainstParliamentaryReformfiftyyearsago,basedonthe
terrorofJacobinism.Wemightaswellcondemnallfreeinstitutions
becauseofTammanyHall,ascondemncompulsoryservicebecauseofits
abusesinothercountries.AndanappealtothePretoriansofRomeor
totheJanizzariesoftheOttomanempirewouldbeasrelevantasan
appealforwarningtothemajor-generalsofOliverCromwell.Noris
thereanyfixedandnecessaryhostilitybetweenmilitarismandart,
betweenmilitarismandculture,astheAthensofPlatoandof
Sophocles,amilitaryState,attests.

Allinstitutionsaretransfiguredbytheidealwhichcallstheminto



being.AndthisidealofImperialBritain--tobringtothepeoplesof
theearthbeneathherswaythelargerfreedomandthehigher
justice--theworldhasknownnonefairer,nonemoreexalted,sincethat
forwhichGodfreyandRichardfought,forwhichBarbarossaandSt.
Louisdied.Thereisnothinginourannalswhichwarrantsevilpresage
fromthespreadofmilitarism,nothingwhichprecludesthehope,the
justconfidencethatourverybloodandtheineffaceablecharacterof
ourracewillsaveusfromanymischiefthatmilitarismmayhave
broughttoothers,andthatinthefutureanotherchivalrymayarise
whichshallbetootherarmiesandothersystemswhattheImperial
Parliamentistotheparliamentsoftheworld--aparagonandanexample.

Withusthedecisionrests.Ifweshoulddecidewrongly--itisnotthe
lossofprestige,itisnotthenarrowedboundswehavetofear,itis
thejudgmentofthedead,thedespairoftheliving,ofthe
inarticulatemyriadswhohavetrustedtous,itisthearraigningeyes
oftheunborn.Whocanconfrontthisunappalled?

[1]ThebattleofBedrwasfoughtinthesecondyearoftheHegira,
A.D.624,inavalleyneartheRedSea,betweenMeccaandMedina.The
victorysealedthefaithnotonlyofhisfollowersbutofMohammed
himselfinhisdivinemission.Mohammedreferstothistriumphin
surahaftersurahoftheKoran,asNapoleonlingersoverthememoryof
Arcola,ofLodi,orToulon.

[2]Gentz'workontheBalanceofPower,_Fragmenteausderneuesten
GeschichtedespolitischenGleichgevaichtesinEuropa_,Dresden,1806,
isstill,notonlyfromitsenvironment,butfromitsconviction,the
classiconthissubject.ItgainedhimthefriendshipofMetternich,
andhenceforthhebecametheconstantandoftenrecklessandviolent
exponentofAustrianprinciples.Buthewassincere.Tothechargeof
beingtheAretinooftheHolyAlliance,Gentzcouldretortwith
Mirabeauthathewaspaid,notbought.ThefriendshipofRaheland
VarnhagenvonEnseacquitshimofsuspicion.Norishisundying
hostilitytotheRevolutionmoresurprisingthanthatofBurke,whomhe
translated,orofRivarol,whoseelusivebutstudiedgraceofstylehe
notunsuccessfullyimitated.Gentz,whowasinhistwelfthyearat
Bunker'sHill,inhistwenty-sixthwhentheBastillefell,livedjust
longenoughtoseetheRevolutionof1830andtheflightofCharlesX.
ButtheshockoftheRevolutionofJulyseemedbutatestofthe
strengthofthefabricwhichhehadaidedMetternichtorear.Sothat
aslifeclosedGentzcouldlookaroundonacompletedtask.Napoleon
sleptatSt.Helena,hischild,_lefilsdel'homme_,wasina
seclusionthatwouldshortlyendinthegrave,Canningwasdeadand
Byron,Heinewasinexile,Chateaubriand,apeer;_quotusquisque
reliquusquirempublicamvidisset_?whowasthereanylongerto
rememberMarengoandAusterlitz,Wagram,andSchonbrunn? Andyet
exactlysevenmonthsandnineteendaysafterGentzbreathedhislast,
thefirstreformedparliamentmetatWestminster,January29th,1833,
announcingtheadventtopowerofademocracyevenmightierthanthat
of1789.

[3]Itishardlynecessarytoindicatethatallusionstothe"glorious



butbloodless"revolutionof1688areunwarrantedandpointlesswhen
designedtotarnish,bythecontrasttheyimply,theFrenchRevolution
of1789.Itwasthebloodystruggleof1642-51thatmade1688
possible.Thetruecomparison--ifanycomparisonbepossiblebetween
revolutionssowidelydifferentintheiraimsandresults,though
followingeachothercloselyintheoutwardsequenceofincidentand
character--wouldbebetweenthePuritanstruggleandthefirst
revolutionaryperiodinFrance,andbetween1688andtheflightof
JamesII,and1830andtheabdicationofCharlesX.BothGuizot,whose
memoirsoftheEnglishRevolutionhadappearedin1826,andhismaster
LouisPhilippeintendedthatFranceshoulddrawthiscomparison--the
latterbythetitle"KingoftheFrench"adroitlytouchingthe
imaginationorthevanity,whilstdeceivingtheintelligence,ofthe
nation.

[4]Ihaveemployedthephrase"IslamofOmar"throughoutthepresent
workasameansofdesignatingtheperiodofnine-and-twentyyears
betweenthedeathofMohammed,12thRabiI.11A.H.,June8th,A.D.
632,andtheassassinationofAli,17thHamzan,40A.H.,January27th,
A.D.661.EveninthelifetimeofMohammedthegeniusandpersonality
ofOmarmadethemselvesdistinctlyfelt.DuringthecaliphateofAbu
BekrthepowerofOmarwasanalogoustothatofHildebrandduringthe
twopontificateswhichimmediatelyprecedehisown.Omar'sisthe
determiningforce,thewill,andthroughouthisown,andthecaliphates
ofOsmanandAliwhichfollow,thatforceandthatwillimpartits
distinctionanditsdirectiontothecourseofthepoliticallifeof
Islam.Thenatureandextentoftheswayofthisextraordinarymind
markanepochinworld-historynotlessmemorablethantheRomeof
SullaortheAthensofPericles.FromtheArabhistoriansaportrait
thatisfairlyconvincingcanbearranged,andthethreatorpromise
withwhichheissaidtohaveannouncedthepurposeforwhichhe
undertookthecaliphateisconsonantwiththeimpressionofhis
appearanceandmannerswhichtraditionhaspreserved--"Hethatis
weakestamongyoushallbe,inmysight,asthestrongestuntilIhave
madegoodhisrightsuntohim;buthethatisstrongestshallIdeal
withliketheweakestuntilhesubmithimselftotheLaw."

[5]Thwartedinhisschemesofworld-conquestintheEastbyNelsonand
SirSidneySmith,BonapartereturnedtopursueinEuropethesame
visionarybutmightydesigns.InNapoleon'scareerthevoyageonthe
frigate_Muiron_marksthemomentanalogoustoCaesar'sreturnfrom
Gaul,January,49B.C.ButCaiusJuliuscrossedtheRubiconatthe
headoffiftythousandmen.BonapartereturnedfromEgyptalone.The
bestsoldiersofhisstaffindeedaccompaniedhim,Lannes,the"Roland"
ofthebattlesoftheEmpire,Murat,Bessieres,Marmont,Lavalette,but
toaresolutegovernmentthiswouldbuthaveblackenedhisdesertionof
KleberandthearmyofthePyramids.Theadventureappearsmore
desperatethanCaesar's;butspeculation,anxiety,evenhope,awaited
NapoleonatParis.MoreauwasnoPompey.Thesequenceofdatesis
interesting.OnthenightofAugust22nd,1799,Bonapartewenton
boardthefrigate;fiveweekslater,havingjustmissedNelson,he
reachedAjaccio;onOctober9thhelandsatFrejus,onthe16thheis
atParis,andresumeshisresidenceinruedelaVictoire.Threeweeks
later,onNovember9th,occurstheincidentknowntohistoryas18th
Brumaire.



[6]TheEmpireofRome,ofAlexander,ofBritain,isnoteventhe
antagonistofwhatisessentialinCosmopolitanism.Rome,Hellas,
BritainpossessbyGodorFatethepowertogoverntoa_more
excellent_degreethanotherStates--Imperialismistherealizationof
thispower.Cosmopolitanism's_laissez-faire_isanarchismoritis
thebetrayalofhumanity.

LECTUREV

WHATISWAR?

[_Tuesday,June_12_th_,1900]

Assumingthenthattheimperialisticisthesupremeforminthe
politicaldevelopmentofthenationalasofthecivicState,andthat
totheempiresoftheworldbelongsthegovernmentoftheworldinthe
future,andthatinBritainamodeofimperialismwhichmaybe
describedasdemocraticdisplaysitself--amodewhichinhumanhistory
israrelyencountered,andneversaveatcrisesandfraughtwith
consequencesmemorabletoalltime--theproblemmeetsus,willthis
formofgovernmentmakeforpeaceorforwar,consideringpeaceandwar
notasmutualcontradictoriesbutasalternativesinthelifeofa
State? Evenapartialsolutionofthisproblemrequiresa
considerationofthequestion"WhatisWar?"

--1.THEPLACEOFWARINWORLD-HISTORY

Thequestion"WhatisWar?"hasbeenvariouslyanswered,accordingas
theaimofthewriteristoillustrateitsmethodshistorically,or
fromtheoperationsofthewarsofthepasttodeducepreceptsforthe
tacticsorthestrategyofthepresent,orasinthewritingsof
AristotleandGrotius,ofMontesquieuandBluntschli,toassignthe
limitsofitsfury,orfixthebasisofitsethics,itsdistinctionas
justorunjust.Butanotheraspectofthequestionconcernsus
here--WhatisWarinitselfandbyitself? Andwhatisitsplacein
thelife-historyofaStateconsideredasanentity,anorganicunity,
distinctfromtheunitieswhichcomposeit? Iswarafixedora
transientconditionofthepoliticallifeofman,andifpermanent,
doesitsrelationtotheworld-forceadmitofdescriptionand
definition?

IfweweretoadoptthemethodbywhichAristotleendeavouredtoarrive
atacorrectconceptionofthenatureofaState,andreviewthepart
whichwarhasplayedinworld-history,and,disregardingthemechanical
enumerationofcausesandeffects,ifweweretoexaminethemotives,
impulses,oridealsembodiedinthegreatconflictsofworld-history,
thequestionwhetherwarbeanecessaryevil,aninflictiontowhich
humanitymustresignitself,wouldbeseentoemergeinanother
shape--whetherwarbeanevilatall;whetherinthelife-historyofa



Stateitbenotanattestationoftheself-devotionofthatStateto
thesupremeendofitsbeing,evenofitspowerofconsecrationtothe
HighestGood?

Everygreatwarknowntohistoryresolvesitselfultimatelyintothe
conflictoftwoideals.TheCavalierfightsintriumphordefeatina
causenotlessexaltedthanthatofthePuritan,andSalamisacquiresa
profoundersignificancewhenconsidered,notfromthestandpointof
AthensandThemistoclesmerely,butfromthecampofXerxes,andthe
ruinsofthemightydesignsofCyrusandHystaspes,anincidentwhich
Aeschylusfoundtragicenoughtoformathemeforoneofhisloftiest
trilogies.[1]ThewarsagainstPisaandVenicelightwithintermittent
gleamstheelsesordidannalsofGenoa;andthroughthegrandeurand
ferocityofacenturyofwarRomemovestoworld-empire,andCarthage
toadeathwhichthrowsalustreoverherhistory,makingitsleast
detailsmemorable,investingitsmerchantswithaninterestbeyondthat
ofprinces,andbequeathingtomankindthenamesofHamilcarand
Hannibalasastrongargumentofman'sgreatnessifallotherrecords
weretoperish._Quihabettenamhabetbellum_isbutahalf-truth.
Nowarwaseverwagedformaterialendsonly.Territoryisatrophyof
battle,buttheoriginofwarisrootedinthecharacter,thepolitical
genius,theimaginationoftherace.Oneoftheprofoundestofmodern
investigatorsinmediaevalhistory,Dr.GeorgWaitz,insistsonthe
attachmentoftheTeutonickindredtothesoil,andonthemeasuresby
whichintheprimitiveconstitutionsthewar-instinctwaschecked.[2]
TheobservationofWaitzisjust,butachangeinenvironmentdevelops
thelatentqualitiesofarace.Therestlessandmelancholysurge,the
wideanddesolateexpanseoftheNorthSeaexaltedtheimaginationof
theVikingasthedeserttheimaginationoftheArab.Notthecryof
"Newlands"merely,buttheadventurousheartofhisrace,luredonby
themagicofthesea,itsrecedinghorizons,itsdangeranditschange,
spreadthefameandtheterroroftheNorsemenfromthebasilicas,the
marbles,andthethrongingpalacesofByzantiumtothesolitary
homesteadsetintheEnglishforest-clearing,orinthewastesof
Irelandwhichthezealofhermonasterieswasslowlyreclaiming.To
theglamourofwarforitsownsaketheCrusadesbroughtthe
transformingpowerofanewideal.Thecry"_Deusvult!_"atClermont
marksforthewholeTeutonicracethefinaltransitionfromthetypeof
AlaricandChlodovech,ofCerdicandHrolf,tothatofGodfreyand
Tancred,RichardLion-heartandSaintLouis,fromthesagasandthe
war-songsofthenorthernskaldstothechivalrousverseofthe
troubadours,aBertrandoraRudel,totheepicnarrativeofthe
crusadeswhichtransfiguresatmomentstheproseofWilliamofTyreor
ofOrderic,ofGeoffreydeVinsauforofJoinville.

Thewideacceptanceoftheterritorialtheoryoftheoriginofwaras
anexplanationofwar,andtheenumerationbyhistoriansofcausesand
resultsinterritoryortaxation,canbeascribedonlytothat
indolenceofthehumanmind,thesubtleinertiawhich,asTacitus
affirms,liesinwaittomarallhighendeavour--"Subitquippeetiam
ipsiusinertiaedulcedo,etinvisaprimodesidiapostremoamatur."

ThewarsoftheHebrews,ifterritorialintheirapparentorigin,
revealintheircoursetheirtrueoriginintheheartoftherace,the
consciousnessofthehighdestinyreservedforitamongsttheSemitic



kindred,amongstthenationsoftheearth.Ifevertherewerearace
whichseemeddestinedtofoundaworld-empirebythesworditisthe
Hebrew.TheymakewarwithRomanrelentlessnessandwithmorethan
Romanideality,theLordGodofHostsguidingtheirmarchortheir
retreatbydayandbynightceaselessly.EverybattleisaLake
Regillus,andforthegreatTwinBrethrenitisJehovahSabaoththat
nervestherightarmofhisfaithful.TheformsofGideonandJoshua,
thoughonanarrowerstage,haveaplacewiththoseothercaptainsof
theirrace--Hannibal,Bar-Cochab,Khalid,Amr,Saad,[3]andMothanna.
Theveryspiritofwarseemstoshapetheirpoetryfromthefirstchant
forthedefeatofEgypttothatlastsongofconstancyinoverthrow,of
unconquerableresolveandsurevengeance,amarchmusicbefittingJudas
Maccabaeusandhismen,besidewhichallotherwar-songs,eventhe
"Marseillaise,"appearofnoaccount--the_AlNaharothBabel_--"Letmy
sword-handforget,ifIforgetthee,OJerusalem"--passingfromthe
moodofpitythroughwordsthatareliketheflashofspearstoa
raptureofrevengeknownonlytotheinjuredspiritsofthegreatwhen
baulkedoftheirGod-appointedfate.YetontheshoresoftheWestern
Seathecareerofthisraceabruptlyends,asifinPalestinethey
foundaCapua,astheCrusaderslongafterwards,Templarsand
Hospitallers,foundinthatlanguidair,theSyrianclime,aCapua.
ThustheHebrewsmissedtheworld-empirewhichtheArabsgained,but
evenoutoftheirdespaircreatedanotherempire,theempireof
thought;andthepowertofoundthisempire,whetherexpressedinthe
characteroftheirwarriors,orinthatunparalleledconvictionwhich
markstheHebrewintheremotestlandsandmostdistantcenturies,the
certaintyofhisreturn,therefusal,unyielding,tobelievethathe
hasmissedthegreatmeedwhich,thereinPalestine,thereintheCapua
ofhisrace,seemedwithinhisgrasp,butattestsfurtherthatitisin
nolustforterritorythatthesewarsoriginate.

InthehistoricalandspeculativeliteratureofHellasandRomewar
occupiesapositionessentiallyidenticalwiththatwhichitoccupies
intheHebrew.Itistheassertionofrightbyviolence,oritisthe
pursuitofafate-appointedend.Aristotle,withhisinveteratehabit
ofsubjectingallthings--art,statesmanship,poetry--toethics,
regardswarasavaluabledisciplinetotheState,aprotectionagainst
theenervatinginfluenceofpeace.Asthelifeoftheindividualis
dividedbetweenbusinessandleisure,so,accordingtoAristotle,the
lifeoftheStateisdividedbetweenwarandpeace.Buttogreatness
inpeace,greatnessinwarisaprimalcondition.TheStatewhich
cannotquititselfgreatlyinwarwillachievenothinggreatinpeace.
"Theslave,"hebitterlyremarks,"knowsnoleisure,andtheState
whichsetspeaceabovewarisintheconditionofaslave." Aristotle
doesnotmeanthattheslaveisperpetuallyatwork,orthatwaristhe
soledutyofagreatState,butasthesouldestinedtoslaveryis
incapableeveninleisureofthecontemplationsofthesouldestinedto
freedom,sotothenationwhichshrinksfromwarthegreatnessthat
belongstopeacecannevercome.Courage,Platodefinesas"the
knowledgeofthethingsthatamanshouldfearandthatheshouldnot
fear,"andinastate,acity,oranempirecourageconsistsinthe
unfalteringpursuitofitsbeing'sendagainstallodds,whenoncethat
endismanifest.Thisidealelement,thisformativeprinciple,
underliestheHellenicconceptionofwarthroughoutitshistory,from
itsfirstglorificationinAchillestothelastcombatsoftheAchaean



League--fromthedivinebeautyoftheyouthfulAchilles,dazzlingas
thelightningandlikethelightningpitiless,yetredeemedtopathos
bythecertaintyofthequickdoomthatawaitshim,ontothelast
brightformswhichfallatLeuctra,Mantinea,andIpsus.Itrequiresa
steadfastgazenottoturnasiderevoltedfromthedestroyingfuryof
GreeksagainstGreeks--Athens,Thebes,Sparta,Corinth,and
Macedon--andyeteventheirclaimtolive,theirgreatness,didinthis
consist,thatforsolightyetsoimmortalacausetheywerecontentto
resignthesweetairandthesightofthesun,andofthiswondrous
fabricofaworldinwhichtheirpresence,theirs,thechildrenof
Hellas,wasthedivinestwonderofall.

OfthegrandeurandelevationwhichRomeimpartedtowarandtoman's
natureitissuperfluoustospeak.Asinstatesmanship,soinwar,he
whowouldgreatlypraiseanotherdescribeshisexcellenceasRoman,and
thinksthatallissaid.ThesilvereaglewhichCaiusMariusgaveas
anensigntothelegionsisforonceinhistorythefitemblemofthe
racethatboreittovictoryandworld-dominion.Historybyfateor
chanceaddedatouchofthesupernaturaltotheactionofMarius.The
silvereagleannouncedtheempireoftheCaesars;thesubstitutionof
the_Labarum_byConstantineheraldeditsdecline.Withtheemblemof
humiliationandpeace,themightofRomesinks,yetthroughoutthe
centuriesthatfollow,returnsofgalvaniclife,recollectionsofits
ancientvalour--asinStilicho,Belisarius,Heraclius,and
Zimisces[4]--bearfarintotheMiddleAgethedreadnameoftheRoman
legion,thoughthecircuitoftheeagle'sflight,oncewideasthe
ambientair,isthennarrowedtoaleagueortwooneithersideofthe
Bosphorus.

--2.DEFINITIONOFWAR

Topushthesurveyfurtherwouldbutaddtotheinstances,without
deepeningtheimpression,ofthemeasurelesspoweroftheidealelement
inwar,alikeinthehistoryofthegreatracesofthepastandofthe
present.Eventhewarswhichseemmostarbitraryand,tothejudgment
oftheircontemporaries,purposeless,acquire,uponadeeperscrutiny
andinafterages,aprofoundenoughsignificance.Behindthe
immediateoccasion,trivialorcapricious,sordidorgrandiose,the
destinyoftherace,liketheNemesisofGreekTragedy,advancing
relentlessly,pursuingitsownfar-offandloftyends,constantly
revealsitself.

War,therefore,Iwoulddefineasaphaseinthelife-effortofthe
Statetowardscompleterself-realization,aphaseoftheeternalnisus,
theperpetualomnipresentstrifeofallbeingtowardsself-fulfilment.
Destructionisnotitsaim,buttheintensificationofthelife,
whetheroftheconqueringoroftheconqueredState.Waristhusa
manifestationoftheworld-spiritintheformthemostsublimeand
awfulthatcanenthrallthecontemplationofman.Itisanaction
radiatingfromthesamesourceastheheroisms,theessentialagonies,
+agoniai+,conflicts,ofalllife."Inthistheatreofaworld,"as
Calderonavers,"allareactors,_todossonrepresentantes_." There
tootheStateenactsitstragedy.Nation,city,orempire,ittooisa



_representante_.Thoughthestageisofmoreimposingdimensions,the
ForceofwhicheachwearsthemaskisonewiththeForcewhichsetsthe
starstheirpathandguidesthesoulofmantoitsappointedgoal.A
warthenisinthedevelopmentoftheconsciousnessoftheState
analogoustothosemomentsintheindividualcareerwhen,inHamlet's
phrase,hisfate"cryingout,"deathispreferabletoadisregardof
theSummoner.Thestate,thenation,ortheempirehazardsdeath,is
contenttoresignexistenceitself,ifsobeitfulfilbutitsdestiny,
andswervenotfromitsbeing'slaw.Nottobeenviedisthatmanwho,
inthesolemnprayeroftwoembattledhosts,candiscernbutan
organizedhypocrisy,amockery,aninsulttoGod!GodistheGodof
alltheearth,butdarkaretheways,obscureandtangledthe
forest-paths,inwhichHemakesHischildrenwalk.Amockery? That
cryforguidanceinthedreadordeal,thatprayerbythehosts,which
isbuttheformulatedutteranceofthestill,theunwhisperedprayerin
theheartofeachmanonthetentedfield--"Throughdeathtolife,even
throughdeathtolife,asmycountryfaresonitsgreatpaththrough
thethickeningshadowstothegreaterlight,tothehigher
freedom!"--isthisamockery? Yetsuchistheprayerofarmies.War
soconsideredceasestobeanactioncontinuallytobedeplored,
regretted,orforgiven,ceasestobetheoffspringofhumanweaknessor
humancrime,andthesentenceoftheGreekoratorrecoversitsliving
andconsolingpower--"Ofthedeadwhohavefalleninbattlethewide
earthitselfisthesepulchre;theirtombisnotthegraveinwhich
theyarelaid,buttheundyingmemoryofthegenerationsthatcome
afterthem.Theyperish,snatchedinamoment,intheheightof
achievement,notfromtheirfear,butfromtheirrenown.Fortunate!
Andyouwhohavelostthem,you,whoasmortalhavebeenbornsubject
untodisaster,howfortunateareyoutowhomsorrowcomesinso
gloriousashape!"

Thusthegreatpartwhichwarhasplayedinhumanhistory,inart,in
poetry,isnot,asRousseaumaintains,anarraignmentofthehuman
heart,notnecessarilytheblazonofhumandepravity,butatestimony
toman'slimitlesscapacityfordevotiontootherendsthanexistence
forexistence'sake--hispursuitofanideal,perpetually.

--3.COUNTTOLSTOIANDCARLYLEUPONWAR

ThosecriticsoftherelationsofStatetoState,ofnationtonation,
towhomIhavemorethanoncereferred,haverecentlyfoundintheir
condemnationofdiplomacyandwararemarkableandpowerfulally.
Amongsttherulersofthought,thesceptredsovereignsofthemodern
mind,CountTolstoioccupies,inthebeginningofthetwentieth
century,auniqueposition,notwithoutexteriorresemblancetothatof
Goetheinthebeginningofthenineteenth,ortothatofVoltairein
thegreatdaysofLouisXV.Inthegrayandneutralregionwherethe
spheresofreligionandethicsmeetandblend,hiswords,almostas
soonasspoken,rivettheattention,quickentheenergies,orprovoke
thehostilityofone-halftheworld--whenhespeaks,hespeaksnotto
Russiamerely,buttoEurope,toAmerica,andtothewidebutundefined
limitsofGreaterBritain.Ofnootherlivingwritercanthisbesaid.
Carlylehadnosuchextendedswayinhislifetime,norhadHugoso



instantlyauniversalhearing.

HowthendoesTolstoiregardWar? Foronthishighmatterthejudgment
ofsuchamancannotbutclaimearnestscrutiny.Examininghis
writings,evenfrom_TheCossacks_,throughsuchamasterpieceas_War
andPeace_,colossalatonceindesignandinexecution,ontohis
latestphilosophicalpamphletsorparagraphs,onephaseatleastofhis
thoughtrevealsitself--graduallyincreasingvehemenceinthe
expressionofhisabhorrenceofallwarastheinstrumentof
oppression,theenemyofman'sadvancetotheidealstate,forbiddenby
God,forbiddenaboveallbyChrist,andbyitscontinuedexistence
turningourprofessedfaithinChristintoaderision.Thisgeneral
impressionisdeepenedbyhistreatmentofindividualincidentsand
characters.HasCountTolstoiacampaigntonarrate,orabattle,say
theBorodino,todescribe? Thatwhichrivetshisattention,absorbs
hisenergies,isthefatuityofallthegeneralsindiscriminately,even
ofKutusov;itisthesupremacyofHazard;andinthehourofbattle
itselfheseesnoheroisms,nodevotions,orheturnsasidefromsuch
spectaclestofastenhisgazeupontheshudderingheart,theblanched
countenance,theagonizingeffortofthecombatantstoconquertheir
ownterror,theirowndismay;andtoclosethescenehethrowswidethe
hospital,andpointstothewounds,themutilatedbodies,theamputated
limbsyetquivering,tothefever,andtherevelofdeath.Hashethe
enigmaofmoderntimestosolve,NapoleonI? InNapoleon,whointhe
sphereofactionistoModernHistorywhatShakespeareisinthesphere
ofart,Tolstoiseesnomorethantheclericalharlequin,Abbede
Pradt,sees,astageconqueror,acharlatandevouredbyvanity,without
greatness,dignity,withoutgeniusforwaryetimpatientofpeace,
shallowofintellect,trickingandtrickedbyallaroundhim,dooming
myriadstodeathfortheamusementofanhour,yetonthedreadmorning
ofBorodinoanxiousonlyaboutthequalityoftheeaudeColognewith
whichhelavishlysprinkleshishandkerchief,vest,andcoat.Andthe
campaignsofNapoleon,republican,consular,imperial? Lodi,Arcola,
Marengo,Austerlitz,Eyiau,Friedland,Wagram,Borodino,Leipzig,
Champaubert,andMontmirail? TheseallarethedeedsofChance,of
happyChance,theguidethatisnoguide,oftheeyeless,brutal,dark,
unthinkingforceresidentinmassesofmen.ThisisTolstoi's
conceptionofthemanwhoistotheAryanracewhatHannibalistothe
Semitic--itscrowninggloryinwar.

Considerincontrastwiththistheattitudetowardswarofathinker,a
visionary,notlessgreatthanTolstoi--Carlyle.LikeTolstoi,Carlyle
isaboveallthingsaprophet,thatistosay,hefeelsastheHebrew
prophetfeltdeeplyandwithresentfulpassionateness,thecontrast
betweenwhathisrace,nation,orpeopleis,andwhat,byGod's
decrees,itismeanttobe.YetwhatisCarlyle'sjudgmentuponwar?
Hisworkisthewitness.AfterthebriefperiodofGoethe-worship,
from1834onthroughfortyyearsofmonasticseclusionandlabournot
monastic,butasofaliteraryHercules,theshapingthoughtofhis
work,tyrannousandall-pervading,isthatofthemight,themajesty,
andthemysteryofwar.Oneflame-pictureafteranothersetsthis
principleforth.Whatacontrastarehisbattle-paintingstothoseof
Tolstoi!Considerthelongarrayofthemfromthefirstengagementsof
theFrenchRevolutionarychiefsatValmyandJemappes.Theserepresent
Carlyleintheflushofmanhood.Hisfiftiethyearushersinthe



battle-picturesoftheCivilWar--MarstonMoor,Naseby,andDunbar,
whenCromwelldefeatsthemenofCarlyle'sownnation.Thegreatest
epochofCarlyle'slife,theepochofthewritingof_Frederick_,is
alsothatofthemightiestseriesofhisbattle-paintings.And
finally,whenhiscourseisnearlyrun,herouseshimselftowritethe
lastofallhisbattles,yetatonceincharacterizationandvividness
ofheroicvisiononeofhisfinest,thedeathofthegreatBerserker,
OlafTryggvason,theoldNorseking.Inthelastsea-fightofOlaf
thereflamesupwithinCarlyle'sspirit,nowinextremeage,[5]the
samegloryanddelightinwarasinthedaysofhisearlymanhoodwhen
hewroteValmyandJemappes.Sincetheheroicagetherearenosuch
battle-picturesasthese.Thespiritofwarthatleapsandlaughs
withinthesepagesisthespiritofHomerandFirdusi,of_Beowulf_and
the_SongofRoland_,andwhenitsank,itwaslikethegoingdownofa
sun.Thebreaththatblowsthroughthe_Iliad_stirsthepagesof
_Cromwell_andof_Frederick_;Mollwitz,Rossbach,Leuthen,Zorndorf,
Leignitz,andTorgau,thesearetothedelineation,theexpositionof
modernwarfare,thewarfareofstrategyandoftactics,whatthe
combatsdrawnbyHomeraretothewarfareofearliertimes.

NowinamindnotlessprofoundlyreligiousthanthatofTolstoi,not
lessfixedlyconsciousoftheEternalbehindthetransient,ofthe
Presenceunseenthatshapesallthisvisibleuniverse,whencecomes
thisexaltationofwar,thislife-longpre-occupationwiththe
circumstanceofwar? ToCarlyle,nineteencenturiesafterChrist,as
toThucydides,fourcenturiesbeforeChrist,waristhesupreme
expressionoftheenergyofaStateassuch,thesupreme,thetragic
hour,inthelife-historyofthecity,thenation,assuch.ToCarlyle
waristhereforeneitheranti-religiousnorinhuman,buttheevidence
inthelifeofaStateofaself-consecrationtoanidealend;itis
thatmanifestationoftheworld-spiritofwhichIhavespokenabove--a
race,anation,anempire,consciousofitsdestiny,hazardingallupon
thefortunesofthestrickenfield!Carlyle,ashiswritings,ashis
recordedactionsapprove,wasnotlesssensitivethanTolstoitothe
pityofhumanlife,tothe"tearsofthings"asVirgilwouldsay;but
aretherenotineverycity,ineverytown,hospitals,wounds,mangled
limbs,fevers,thatmakeofeverydayofthissadearthofoursaday
afterBorodino? Thelifethatpantsoutitsspirit,exultantonthe
battlefield,knowsbutitsownsuffering;itistheeyeoftheonlooker
whichdiscoverstheunitedagony.Itwasaprofoundervision,awider
outlook,notaharderheart,whichmadeCarlyle[6]apparentlyblindto
thatsideofwarwhichalonerivetstheattentionofTolstoi--the
pathological.AndyetTolstoiandhishousehaveforgenerationsbeen
loyaltotheCzars;hehasprovedthatloyaltyonthebattlefieldas
hisfathersbeforehimhavedone.Tolstoihasnosystemtocrown,like
AugusteComteorMr.HerbertSpencer,withthecoping-stoneof
universalpeaceandaworldallsunkinbovinecontent.Whitherthen
shallweturnforanexplanationofhisarraignmentofwar?

--4.COUNTTOLSTOIASREPRESENTATIVEOFTHESLAVONICGENIUS

ConsideringTolstoiasaworld-ruler,asGoethewas,asVoltairewas,a
characteristicdifferentiatinghimfromsuchmenatoncebetrays



itself.ThenimblespiritofVoltaireinitsairyimaginingsseemsa
native,oratleastacharmingvisitant,ofeveryclime,ofevery
epoch;Goethe,impelledmorebyhisinnatedispositionthanbyanyplan
ofculture,drawsstrengthandinspirationfromacircuitevenwider
thanVoltaire's--Greece,Rome,Persia,Italy,theMiddleAge,Mediaeval
Germany;Carlyle'sworkmadehim,atleastinspirit,anativeof
Franceforthreeorfouryears,andfortwelveaGerman;evenDr.
HenrikIbseninhishotyouthessayeda_Catiline_,andinlaterlife
seeksthesubjectofwhatisperhapshismasterpiece,the_Emperorand
Galilean_,intheRomeofthefourthcentury.ButinRussiaTolstoi
begins,andinRussiaheends.Asvolumeaftervolumeproceedsfrom
hisprolificpen--essays,treatisestheologicalorsocial,tales,
novels,diaries,orconfessions--allalikeareRussianinscenery,
Russianincharacter,Russianintemperament,Russianintheir
aspirations,theirhopes,ortheirdespairs.Nowhereisthereatrace
ofHellas,Romedoesnotexistforhim,theMiddleAgewhichallured
HugohasforTolstoinoglamour.InthishebutresemblestheRussian
writersfromKrilovtothepresentday.ItisequallytrueofGogol,
ofPoushkine,ofTourgenieff,ofHerzen,ofLermontoff,ofDostoievsky.
IfTourgenieffhasplacedthesceneofoneofhisfourlongerworksat
Baden,yetitisintheRussiancoteriethatthetragedyofIrene
Pavlovnaunfoldsitself.Thusconfinedinhisrange,andinhis
inspiration,tohisownrace,theworkofaRussianartist,orthinker,
springsstraightfromtheheartoftheraceitself.Whentherefore
Tolstoispeaksonwar,hevoicesnothisownjudgmentmerelybutthe
judgmentoftherace.Inhisconceptionofwartheforceofthe
Slavonicracebehindhimmastershisownindividualgenius.Capacity
inaraceforwarisdistinctfromvalour.AmongsttheAryanpeoples,
theSlav,theHindoo,theCeltdisplayvalour,contemptforlife
unsurpassed,butunliketheRomanortheTeutontheyhaveneverbywar
soughttheachievementofagreatpoliticaldesign,orsubordinatedthe
otherclaimsofexistence,whetherofthenationortheindividual,for
therealizationofagreatpoliticalideal.Thusthehistoryofthe
twowesterndivisionsoftheSlavonicrace,PolandandBohemia,reads
likethehistoryofIreland.Itisstuddedwithcombats,butthereis
nowar.ThedownfallofBohemia,thesurrenderofPrague,the
Weissenberg,arebutanillustrationofthisthesis.Andthree
centuriesearlierOttokarandhisflauntingchivalrygodownbeforethe
chargeofRudolfofHapsburg,likeVercingetorixbeforeCaiusJulius.
Ziska'scryofhavoctoalltheearthisnotredeemedbyfanaticismand
hasnointelligibleend.AndthenoblestfigureinCzechhistory,
GeorgeofPodiebrad,whoseportraitPalacky[7]hasetchedwith
laboriouscareandunerringinsight,isessentiallyastatesman,nota
warrior.

SimilarlythehistoryoftheRussianSlavhasmarkedorganic
resemblanceswiththatofthePolesandtheCzechs.Hissombre
courage,hisenduringfortitude,areacommonplace.Eyiauand
Friedlandattestedthis,andmanyalaterfield,andthechronicleof
hisrecentwars,fromPotiamkintoSkobeleff,fromKutusovtoTodleben,
illustratethejusticeofNapoleon'sverdict,"unparalleledheroismin
defence." AndyetoutoftheswordtheSlavhasneverforgedan
instrumentfortheperfectionofagreatpoliticalideal.Warhas
servedtheoppression,theambitionofhisgovernments,notthe
aspirationsofhisrace.Conceivedastheeffortwithinthelifeof



theStatetowardsahigherself-realization,theSlavknowsnotwar.
Hehasusedwarfordefenceinamannermemorableforevertomen,or
forcoldandpitilessaggression,butintheserviceofaconstructive
ideal,stretchedacrossgenerationsoracrosscenturies,hehasnever
usedit.EventheconquestofSiberia,fromthefirstadvanceofthe
Novgorodmerchantsintheeleventhcentury,throughthewarsofIvan
IV,andhissuccessors,atteststhis.TheDonCossacksdestroythe
lastremnantofthemightyMongoldynasty,afragmentflungofffrom
theconvulsionofthethirteenthcentury,ruledbyadescendantof
Ginghis.ThegovernmentoftheCzarsastutelyannexesthefruitsof
Cossackvalour,butintheadministrationofitsfirstremarkable
conquesttheirremediabledefectoftheSlavonicracedeclaresitself.
Theinnateenergy,thedetermininggeniusforconstructivepolitics
whichmarksracesdestinedforempire,everywhereiswanting.Indeed
theverydespotismoftheCzars,alieninblood,foreignincharacter,
derivesitspresentsecurity,asonceitsorigin,fromtheimmovable
languor,theunconquerabletendencyoftheSlavtowardspolitical
indifferentism.Nihilism,thetorturedrevoltagainstasecularwrong,
isbutamorbidexpressionofemotionsandaspirationsthathavemarked
theSlavthroughouthistory.CatherinetheGreatfeltthis.Its
spiritbaulkedherenterpriseintheveryhourwhenVoltaireurgedthat
nowifeverwastheopportunitytorecoverConstantinoplefrom"the
fanaticismoftheMoslem." TheimpressivedesignsofNicholasIleft
theheartoftheraceuntouched,andinrecenttimesthecynicismwhich
hasoccasionallystartledorrevoltedEuropeisbuta
pseudo-Machiavellianism.Itdoesnotoriginate,likethepolicywhich
aPolybiusoraMachiavelli,aRichelieuoraMirabeauhavedescribed
orpractised,inthepursuitofamajesticdesignbeforewhoseendsall
mustyield,butfromtheabsenceofsuchdesign,betrayingthe
_camerilla_whichhasneitherracenornation,peoplenorcity,behind
it.Russia'smightiestadversary,Napoleon,knewthecharacterofthe
racemoreintimatelythanitsidol,Napoleon'sadroitflattererand
falsefriend,theCzarAlexander,knewit;yettheenthusiastof
_Valerie_,suppleandcalculatingeveninhismysticism,isstillthe
noblestrepresentativeoftheoppressivepolicyoftwohundredyears.[8]

Suchisthelightwhichthetemperamentofhisraceanditshistory
throwuponCountTolstoi'sarraignmentofwar.Thegovernment
perceivesinthesolitarythinkeritsadversary,butanadversarywho,
unlikeaBakounine,aNekrasoff,oraHerzen,givesformandutterance
nottothetheories,thesocialorpoliticaldoctrinesofanindividual
oraparty,buttotheuniversalinstinctsofthewholeSlavonic
people.Thereforehewillnotdieinexile.Thebigotryofapriest
maydenyhisremainsahallowedresting-place,butthegovernment,
instructedbythecraftofNicholasI,andthefateofAlexanderIII,
willallowthecreatorofAnnaKarenina,ofNatascha,andofIvan
Illyitch,tobreathetothelasttheairofthesteppes.

--5.THETEACHINGSOFCHRISTANDWAR

Thereremainsanaspectofthisquestion,frequentlydealtwithinthe
writingsofTolstoi,butbynomeansconfinedtothesewritings,to
whichImustalludebriefly.Therearemanymenwithintheseislands,



ifImistakenot,whoregardwithprideandemotiontheactsofEngland
inthisgreatcrisis,butneverthelessareoppressedwithavague
consciousnessthatwar,forwhatevercausewaged,is,asTolstoi
declares,directlyhostiletothecommands,totheauthorityofChrist.
ThisisasubjectwhichIapproachwithreluctance,withreverence,
moreforthesakeofthoseamongstyouuponwhomsuchconvictionmay
haveweighed,thanfromanyvalueIattachtothesuggestionsIhave
nowtooffer.

Firstofall,aswehaveseenfromthisbriefsurveyofthewarsofthe
past,themostreligiousofthegreatracesoftheworld,andthemost
religiousamongstthedivisionsofthoseraces--theHebrews,the
Romans,theTeutons,theSaracens,theOsmanii--havebeenthemost
warlikeandhavepursuedinwartheloftiestpoliticalends.Thisfact
issignificant,becausewar,likereligionandlikelanguage,
representsnottheindividualbuttherace,thecity,orthenation.
Inaworkofart,the_Phaedrus_ofPlatoorthe_BacchusandAriadne_
ofTitian,thegeniusoftheindividualis,inappearanceatleast,
sovereignanddespotic.Butasalanguagerepresentsthehappymoments
ofinspirationofmyriadsofunrememberedpoets,whodivinedthefit
sound,theperfectword,harmoniousorharsh,toembodyforever,and
toallsucceedinggenerationsoftherace,itsrecurringmoodsof
desireordelight,ofpain,orsorrow,orfear;andasinareligion
theheart-aspirationstowardstheDivineofalongseriesof
generationsconverge,bygeniusorfortune,intoaflame-likeintensity
inaZerdusht,aMohammed,oraGautamaBuddha;sowarrepresentsthe
action,thedeed,notoftheindividualbutoftherace.Religion
incarnatesthethought,languagetheimagination,wartheresolution,
the_will_,ofarace.Reflectingthenonthepartwhichwarhas
playedinthehistoryofthemostdeeplyreligiousraces,andofthose
Statesinwhichtheattributesofawe,ofreverencearesalient
features,itissurelyidleenoughtoessayanarraignmentofwaras
opposedtoreligioningeneral?

Secondly,withregardtoaparticularreligion,theChristian,itis
remarkablethatCountTolstoi,whohasstrivensonoblytoreachthe
faithbeyondthecreeds,andinhisvolumeentitled_MyReligion_has
thrownoutseveralilluminatingideasupontheteachingsofChristas
distinctfromthoseoflatercreedsorsects,shouldnothave
perceived,orshouldhaveignoredthecircumstancethatintheactual
utterancesofChristthereisnottobefoundoneword,notone
syllable,condemnatoryofwarbetweennationandnation,betweenState
andState.The_locusclassicus_,"Allthattakethesword,"etc.,is
aimedattheimpetuosityofthepersonaddressed,oratitsoutmost
rangeagainstcivicrevolt.Itisonlybywrenchingthewordsfrom
theircontextthatitbecomespossibletoextendtheirapplicationto
therelationsofoneStatetoanother.Theorganicunity,nameda
State,isnotidenticalwiththeunitswhichcomposeit,norisita
mereaggregateofthoseunits.Ifthereisalessonwhichhistory
enforcesitisthislesson.Anduponthelawswhichregulatethose
unitiesnamedStates,Christnowherebreathesaword.Theviolenceof
factionorenthusiasmhaveindeedforcedsuchdecisionfromhis
utterances.CamilleDesmoulins,inamomentofrashandunreasoning
rhetoric,styledHim"lebonsans-culotte,"andinthedaysofthe
_Internationale_,MichelBakouninetracedthebeginningsofNihilismto



Galilee;justasinrecenttimestheAnarchist,theSocialisthavein
Hissanctionsoughtthejustificationoftheircrimesortheir
fantasies.ButinHiswholeteachingthereisnothingthataffectsthe
politicsofStateandState.Ethicsandmetaphysicswereoutlinedin
Hisutterances,butnotpolitics.Hissolitaryreferencetowaras
suchcontainsnoreprobation;aperverseingenuitymighteventwistit
intoamaximofprudence,atacitassenttowar.Andthepeaceupon
whichChristdwellsinonegreatphraseafteranotherisnottheamity
ofStates,butaprofounder,amoreintimatething.Itisthepeaceon
whichtheHebrewandtheArabpoetsinsist,thepeacewhicharises
withinthesoul,ineffable,wondrous,fromasenseofreconciliation,
ofharmonywiththeDivine,apeacewhichmay,whichdoes,existonthe
battlefieldasinthehermit'scell,inthefuryoftheonsetasdeep
andtranquilasintheheartofhimwhoridesaloneinthedesert
beneaththemidnightstars.Tolstoi'scriticismherearisesfromhis
extensiontothemorecomplexandintricateunityoftheStateofthe
samelawswhichregulatethesimplerunityoftheindividualswho
composetheState.AndofsuchawarasthisinwhichBritainisnow
engaged,awarinitsoriginandcoursedeterminedbythatidealwhich
intheselecturesIhavesketched,awarwhoseendisthelarger
freedom,thehigherjustice,awarwhoseaimisnotmerelypeace,but
thefull,thelivingdevelopmentofthoseconditionsofman'sbeing
withoutwhichpeaceisbutanemptyname,awarwhoseendistodeepen
thelifenotonlyoftheconquering,butoftheconqueredState--who
shallassert,inthefaceofChrist'sreserve,thatsuchawaris
contrarytotheteachingsofGalilee?

Finally,asthecomplementofthiscondemnationofwarastheenemyof
religion,menareexhorted,bytherefusalofmilitaryserviceorother
means,tostriveasfortheattainmentofsomefairvisiontowardsthe
establishmentoftheempireofperpetualpeace.Theadventofthisnew
era,itisannounced,isathand.

--6.THEIDEALOFUNIVERSALPEACE

Nowtheoriginsofthisidealareclear.Itisancientaslife,and
beforemanwas,itwas.ItisthetransferencetothesphereofStates
ofthedeepestinstinctiveyearningofallbeing,fromtherocktothe
soulofman,theyearningtowardspeace,towardstherest,theimmortal
leisurewhich,toapplythephraseofAristotle,thesoulshallknowin
death,thedeepervision,theunendingcontemplation,the_theoria_of
eternity.Theerrorofitsenthusiasts,fromSaint-Pierreand
VauvenarguestoHerbartandCountTolstoi,liesintheinterpretation
ofthiscosmicdesire,deepasthewellsofexistenceitself,andin
theextensiontotheConditionedofaphaseoftheUnconditioned.

WillWarthennevercease? Willuniversalpeacebeforeverbuta
dream? Uponthisquestion,aconsiderationoftheidealitself,ofthe
formsinwhichatvariousepochsithaspresenteditself,andofthe
crisesatwhich,appearingorreappearing,itmostprofoundlyengages
theimaginationofarace,isinstructive.

InHebrewhistory,forinstance,itarisesinthehourofdefeat,in



theconsternationofagreatracestruckbyirretrievabledisaster.
"Howbeautifuluponthemountainsarethefeetofhimthatbringeth
goodtidings,thatpublishethpeace!" Inthisandinothersplendid
pagesofIsaiahwepossessthefirstdistinctenunciationofthisideal
inworld-history,andwithwhatatransformingradianceitisinvested!
Inwhatamajestyoflightandinsufferablegloryitisuplifted!But
itisavisionofthefuture,tobeaccomplishedinagesundreamedof
yet.ItisthethroboftheHebrewsoulbeyondthisearthlysphereand
beyondthistemporaldominion,totheimmortalspheresofbeing,
inviolateofTime.Yeteventhisvision,thoughco-terminouswiththe
world,centresinJudaea--inthetriumphoftheHebrewraceandthe
overthrowofallitsadversaries.

Similarly,toPlatoandtoIsocrates,toAristotleandtoAeschines,if
peaceistobeextendedtoalltheearth"likeariver,"Hellasisthe
fountainfromwhichitmustflow.Itisanimperialpeaceboundedby
Helleniccivilization,culture,laws.Itisapeaceforgeduponwar.
Romewithhergeniusforactualitydiscoversthis.

"PrayforthepeaceofJerusalem:theyshallprosperthatlovethee.
Peacebewithinthywalls,andprosperitywithinthypalaces.Formy
brethrenandcompanions'sakes,Iwillnowsay,'Peacebewithin
thee.'" SubstitutingHellasforJerusalem,thisistheprayerofa
GreekoftheageofIsocrates,ofCleanthes,andofAlexander.

Romebywarendswar,andestablishesthe_PaxRomana_withinher
dominions,Spain,Gaul,Africa,Asia,Syria,Egypt.Disregardingthe
dyingcounselsofAugustus,Romeremainsattrucelesswarwiththe
worldoutsidethoselimits.St.Just'sproudresignation,"Forthe
revolutionistthereisnorestbutthegrave,"isforevertrueof
thoseracesdoweredwiththehighandtragicdoomofempire.Topause
isdisaster;torecede,destruction.Romeunderstoodthis,andher
historyisitsgreatcomment.

ToIslamthepointatwhichshecanbestowherpeaceuponmenisnot
lessclear,fixedbyapowernotlessunalterableandhigh.Neither
HarounnorAl-Maimouncould,withalltheirauthorityandstatecraft,
staythesteepcourseofIslam;forthewisdomofaraceiswiserthan
thewisdomofaman,andtheswordwhich,inAbuBekr'sphrase,the
Lordhasdrawn,IslamsheathesbutontheDayofJudgment.Thenand
thenonlyshalltheHolyWarend.

ThePeaceofIslam,_Shalom_,whichisitsdesignation,istheserenity
ofsoulofthewarriorsofGodwhoselifeisawarfareunending.And
Virgil--inthatearlymasterpiece,whichintheMiddleAgewonforall
hisworksthefelicityorthemisfortuneattachedtothesuspicionof
aninspirationotherthanCastalian,anddrewtohisgravepilgrims
firedbyanenthusiasmwhosefountainwasneithertheballad-burthen
musicofthe_Georgics_,northemeasurelesspathosandpityforthings
humanofthe_Aeneid_--hassungthetranquilbeautyoftheSaturnian
age;yetthepeacewhichsuggestshispropheticmemoryorhopeisbut
thepeaceofOctavianus,theendofcivildiscord,ofthe
proscriptions,theconflictsofPharsalia,Philippi,Actium,amoment's
respitetoawar-fatiguedworld.



Passingfromtheancientworldtothemodern,weencounterinthe
MiddleAgewithinEuropethatwhichisknownamongstmediaeval
Latinistsasthe_Treva_or_TreugaDei_.This"TruceofGod"wasa
decreepromulgatedthroughoutEuropeforthecessationatcertain
sacredtimesofthatfeudalstrife,thatwarofonenobleagainst
anotherwhichdarkensourearlyhistory.Itisthemediaeval
equivalentofthePaxRomanaandisbutdimlyrelatedtoanyidealof
UniversalPeace.Hildebrand,whogavethisTruceofGodmoresupport
thananyotherPopeintheMiddleAge,lightsthefireofthecrusades,
givingtowaroneofthegreatestconsecrationsthatwarhasever
received.AndtheattitudeofMediaevalEuropetowardseternalpeace
istheattitudeofJudaea,ofHellas,andofRome.[9]Thisis
conspicuousinSaintBernard,thelastoftheFathers,andthree
centurieslaterinPiusII,thelastofthecrusadingPontiffs,the
desireofwhoselifewastogoeveninhisoldageuponacrusade.
Thisdesireupliftsandbearshimtohislastresting-placeinAncona,
wheretheoldman,inhisdyingdreams,hearsthetrampoflegionsthat
nevercame,seesupontheAdriaticthesailsofgalleysthatwereto
bearthecrusaderstoPalestine--yettherewereneitherarmiesnor
ships,itwasbutthefeverofhisdream.

DuringtheReformationtheidealofUniversalPeaceisunregarded.The
warsofreligion,theworld'sdebate,becomethewarofcreeds."Iam
notcometobringpeaceamongyou,butasword." Luther,forinstance,
declareswaragainsttherevoltedpeasantsofGermanywithallthe
ardourandfurywithwhichInnocentIIIdenouncedwaragainstthe
Albigenses.WarinthelanguageandthoughtsofCalviniswhatit
becametoOliverCromwell,totheHuguenots,andtotheScottish
Covenanters,toJeanChevallierandtheinsurgentsoftheCevennes.As
Lutherinthesixteenthcenturyrepresentsthereligioussideofthe
Reformation,soGrotiusintheseventeenthcenturyrepresentsthe
positionofthelegistsoftheReformation.Inhiswork,_DeJure
BelliacPacis_,UniversalPeaceasanobjectofpracticalpoliticsis
altogethersetaside.Warisacceptedasexistentbetweennationand
nation,StateandState,andGrotiuslaysdownthelawswhichregulate
it.Similarattemptshadbeenmadeinthereligiouscouncilsof
Greece,andwhenthefirstgreatSaracenarmywasstartinguponits
conquests,thefirstoftheKhalifsdeliveredtothatarmyinstructions
whichintheirhumanityhaveneverbeensurpassed;theutmost
observancesofchivalryormoderntimesarethereanticipated.Butthe
treatiseofGrotiusisthefirstelaborationofthesubjectinthe
methodofhiscontemporary,Verulam--themethodofthescienceofthe
future.

Intheeighteenthcenturythesingularworkofthemildandamiable
enthusiast,theAbbedeSaint-Pierre,[10]madeaprofoundimpression
uponthethoughtnotonlyofhisownbutofsucceedinggenerations.
Kings,princes,philosophers,satininformalconferencedebatingthe
sameargumentashasrecentlyoccupiedthedignitariesatTheHague.
ItinspiredsomeofthemostearnestpagesofD'Alembertandofthe
Encyclopedie.ItdrewfromVoltairesomehappyinvective,affording
theopportunityofairingoncemorehiswell-lovedbutworthless
paradoxonthetrivialcausesfromwhichthegreatactionsofhistory
arise.Saint-Pierre'sidealinformstheearlychaptersofGibbon's
History,butitsinfluencedisappearsastheworkadvances.Itcharmed



thefancyofRousseau,and,byacuriousirony,heinflamedbyhis
impassionedargumentthatwarforfreedomwhichistotheundyingglory
ofFrance.[11]

FredericktheGreatinhisextremeagewrotetoVoltaire:"Runningover
thepagesofhistoryIseethattenyearsneverpasswithoutawar.
Thisintermittentfevermayhavemomentsofrespite,butcease,never!"
Thisisthelastwordoftheeighteenthcenturyuponthedreamof
UniversalPeace--awordspokenbyoneofthegreatestofkings,looking
outwithdyingeyesuponaworldabouttocloseinoneofthedeadliest
yetmostheroicandmemorableconflictssetdownintheannalsofour
race.TheHundredDaysareitsepilogue--thewaroftwenty-fiveyears
endinginthatgreatmanner!Then,likeapalliddawn,theidealonce
morearises.Congressaftercongressmeetsinornamentaldebate,till
sixcanbereckoned,orevenseven,culminatingintherecent
conferenceatTheHague.Itsderisiveresults,closingthedebateof
thenineteenth,asFrederick'swordssumthedebateoftheeighteenth
century,aretoofreshinallmen'smemoriestorequireasyllableof
comment.

Thusthenitappearsfromaglanceatitshistorythatthisidealof
UniversalPeacehasstirredtheimaginationmostdeeply,firstofall
intheageswhenanempire,whetherPersian,Hebraic,Hellenic,or
Roman,conterminouswithearth,wideastheinhabitedworld,wasstill
inappearancerealizable;or,again,inperiodsofdefeat,orofcivil
strife,asintheclosingageoftheRomanoligarchy;orinthemoments
ofexhaustionfollowinguponlong-continuedanddesolatingwar,asin
ModernEuropeafterthelastphasesoftheReformationconflict,the
warsofTillyandWallenstein,ofMarlboroughandEugene,andof
Frederick.Thefamiliarpoetryinpraiseofpeace,andtheUtopias,
thecompositionofwhichhasamusedtheindolenceofscholarsorthe
leisureofstatesmen,originateinsuchhoursorinsuchmoods.Onthe
otherhand,thecriticismofwar,scornfulorironic,ofthegreat
thinkersandspeculativewritersofmoderntimes,whenitisnotmerely
thephantomoftheirlogic,an_eidolonspecus_createdbytheir
system,arisesinthemostimpressiveinstanceslessfromadmirationor
desireorhopeofperpetualpeacethanfromthearraignmentofall
life,andalltheideals,activities,andpurposesofmen.

Hencethequestionwhetherwarbeapermanentconditionofhumanlife
isansweredbyimplication.ForthehistoryoftheidealofUniversal
Peacebutre-enforcesthatdefinitionofwarsetforthabove,asa
manifestationoftheworld-spirit,co-extensivewithbeing,andas
such,inseparablefromman'slifehereandnow.Inallthesegreat
warswhichwehavetouchedupon,theconflictoftwoideas,inthe
Platonicsenseoftheword,unveilsitself,butbothideasare
ultimatelyphasesofoneIdea.Itisbyconflictalonethatlife
realizesitself.Thatisthebe-allandend-alloflifeassuch,of
Beingassuch.Fromtheleastdevelopedformsofstructuralororganic
naturetothehighestforminwhichtheworld-forcerealizesitself,
thewillandimaginationofMan,thislawisabsolute.Theverymagic
ofthestars,theirinfluenceuponthehumanheart,derivessomething
ofitspotency,onesometimesfancies,fromthevast,thesilent,
mightystrife,thevictoriousenergy,whichbringstheirraysacross
theabyssesandorbitsoftheworlds.



WhatistheartofHellasbuttheconquestoftherock,themarble,and
thefixingthereinperennialbeauty,perennialcalm,thethoughtborn
fromthetravailofthesculptor'sbrain,orfromtheunrecorded
struggleofdarkforcesinthepast,whichemergenowinavisionof
transcendentraptureandlight? Bythisconflict,multiplexorsimple,
theconqueringenergyoftheform,thedefeatedenergyofthematerial,
theserenityofthestatuesofPhidias,ofthetragediesofSophocles,
isattained.Theyarethesymbol,thevisibleembodimentofthemoment
ofdeepestvision,andofthedeepestagonynowatrestthere,a
lovelinessforever.Andastheaeonsrecede,astheintensityofthe
ideaoftheDivinewithinmanincreases,sodoesthisconflict,this
_agonia_increase.Itisintheheartofthetempestthatthedeepest
peacedwells.

Thepower,theplaceofconflict,thusgreatinArt,isintheregion
ofemotional,ofintellectualandofmorallife,admittedlysupreme.
Doubt,contritionofsoul,andtheothermodesofspiritual_agonia_,
arenottheseequivalentwiththelife,notdeath,ofthesoul?

Andthosemomentsofserenestpeace,whenthedesireoftheheartis
onewiththedesireoftheworld-soul,arenottheseattainedby
conflict? InthelifeoftheState,thesouloftheState,ascomposed
ofsuchmonads,suchconstituentformsandorganicelements,each
penetratedandimpelledbythedivine,self-realizing,omnipresent
_nisus_,howvaintohope,todesire,topray,that_there_thismystic
all-pervadingForce,thisonward-striving,thisconflict,whichisas
itweretheveryessenceandnecessarylawofbeing,shouldpauseand
haveanend!Warmaychangeitsshape,thestrugglehereintensifying,
thereabating;itmaybeupliftedbyeverloftierpurposesandnobler
causes--butcease? Howshallitcease?

Indeed,inthelightofHistory,universalpeaceappearslessasa
dreamthanasanightmarewhichshallberealizedonlywhentheicehas
crepttotheheartofthesun,andthestars,leftblackandtrackless,
startfromtheirorbits.

--7.IMPERIALISMANDWAR

IfwarthenbeapermanentfactorinthelifeofStates,how,itmaybe
asked,willitbeaffectedbyImperialismandbysuchanidealasthis
ofImperialBritain? Theeffectsuponwar,will,Ishouldsay,be
somewhatofthisnature.Itwillgreatenandexaltthecharacterof
war.Notonlyinconstitutional,butinforeignpolitics,therootsof
thepresentliedeepinthepast.InthewarsofanimperialStatethe
idealsofallthewarsofthepaststilllive,addingafullerlifeto
thelifeofthepresent.Fromtheearliesttribalforays,slowly
broadeningthroughthestrugglesoffeudalismandPlantagenetkingsto
thewarsofthenation,onecreativepurpose,oneinformingprinciple
linkscenturytocentury,developingitselfatlastinthewarsof
empire,warsforthelargerfreedom,thehigherjustice.Andthis
idealdiffersfromtheidealofprimitivetimesasthevastcomplexity
ofraces,peoples,religions,climates,traditions,literatures,arts,



manners,laws,whichtheword"Britain"nowconceals,differsfromthe
'companies'and'hundreds'ofdaringwarriorswhofollowedthefortunes
ofaCerdicoranUffa.FortheStatewhichbyconquestorsubmission
ismergedinthelifeofanotherStatedoesnottherebyevadethatlaw
ofconflictofwhichIhavespoken,butbecomessubjecttothatlawin
thelifeofthegreaterState,nationalorimperial,ofwhichitnow
formsaconstituentandorganicpart.Andloomingalreadyonthe
horizon,thewarsofracesriseportentous,whichwilltouchto
purposesyethigherandmoremysticthewarsofempires--asthesehave
greatenedthewarsofnationalities,theseagainthewarsoffeudal
kings,ofprincipalities,ofcities,oftribesorclans.

Secondly,thisidealofImperialBritainwillgreatenandexaltthe
actionofthesoldier,hallowingthedeathonthebattlefieldwiththe
attributesatonceoftheheroandthemartyr.Thus,whenM.Blochand
similarwritersdelineatewarasrobbedbymoderninventionsofits
pompandcircumstance,whentheyexpatiateupontheisolationresulting
fromabattle-lineextendedacrossleagues,anduponthe"zoneof
death"separatingtheopposinghosts,oneasksinperplexity,towhat
enddoesM.Blochconsiderthatwarwaswagedinthepast? Forthe
sakeofsuchemotionalexcitementorparadeasarenowbysmokeless
powder,maxims,long-rangerifles,andmachinegunsabolished? These
arebutthetrappings,theoutwardvestureofwar;thecause,the
sacredcause,isbythistransformationinthemethodsofwarall
untouched.Wastherethenno"zoneofdeath"betweenthearmiesat
EyiauoratGravelotte? Letbutthecausebehigh,andmenwillfind
meanstocrossthatzone,nowasthen--bythesapper'sartifbyno
other!Andastheprideandostentationofbattleareeffaced,its
innergloryanddreadsanctityarethemoreevinced.Thebattlefield
isanaltar;thesacrificethemostawfulthatthehumaneyecan
contemplateortheimaginationwithallitseffortsinvent."The
drum,"saysaFrenchmoralist,"isthemusicofbattle,becauseit
deadensthought." Butinmodernwarfarethefacultiesareawake.
Solitudeisthetouchstoneofvalour,andthemodernsoldiercastin
uponhimself,undazzled,unblinded,facesdeathsingly.Fightingfor
idealends,hediesformenandthingsthatarenotyet;hedies,
knowinginhisheartthattheymayneverbeatall.Courageand
self-renunciationhaveattainedtheirheight.

Norhavestrategyandthemechanicalappliancesofmodernwarfare
turnedthesoldierintoamachine,anautomaton,devoidofwilland
self-directingenergy.Contemporaryhistorymakesitdailyclearer
thatinmodernbattlesbrainandnervecountasheavilyastheyever
didinthecombatsbytheScamanderortheSimois.Anothergeniusand
anotherepicstylethanthoseofHomermayberequisitefitlyto
celebratethem,butthethemeassuredlyisnotlesslofty,theheroism
lessheroic,thetriumphordefeatlessimpressive.

Twice,andtwiceonly,ismaninevitablyalone--inthehourofdeath
andthehourofhisbirth.Man,alonealways,isthensupremelyalone.
Inthatfinalsolitudewhatarepompandcircumstancetotheheart?
Thatwhichstrengthensamanthen,whetheronthebattlefieldoratthe
stakeorinlife'sunrecordedmartyrdoms,isnotthecryofpresent
onlookersnorthehopeofrememberingfame,butthefaithforwhichhe
hasstriven,orhisconceptionofthepurposes,theendsinwhichthe



nationforwhichheisdying,livesandmovesandhasitsbeing.Made
strongbythis,heendurestheordeal,thehazardofdeath,inthefull
splendourofthewar,oratitssullen,draggingclose,orinthe
battle'sonset,oronpatrol,thetestofthedauntless,surrendering
thesightofthesun,thecomingofspring,andallthattheartsand
variouswisdomofthecenturieshaveaddedofcharmordepthto
nature'sday.Andinthegreathour,whateverhispasthourshave
been,consecratetodutyortoease,totheloftiestortothe
least-erectedaims,whetherheisborneontriumphanttothedread
pause,thevigilwhichisthenightafterabattle,orfallinghesinks
byafataltouch,andthenoiseofvictoryishushedinthecomingof
thegreatsilence,andthedarknessswoonsaroundhim,andthecry
"Presson!"stirsnopulsationanylonger--inthatgreathourheis
liftedtotheheightsofthehighest,theprophet'sraptvision,the
poet'smomentofserenestinspiration,orwhatelsemagnifiesormakes
approximatetotheDivinethismortallifeofours.

Warthusgreatenedincharacterbyitsideal,thephraseoftheGreek
orator,letmerepeat,isnolongeranemptysound,butvibrateswith
itsoriginallife--"Howfortunatethedeadwhohavefalleninbattle!
Andhowfortunateareyoutowhomsorrowcomesinsogloriousashape!"
Anaddedsolemnityinveststheresolutionsofsenates,andtheprayer
onthebattlefield,"Throughdeathtolife,"acquiresasinceritymore
movingandasimplicitymoreheroic.Andthese,Iimagine,willbethe
resultsofImperialismandofthisdeepeningconsciousnessofits
destinyinImperialBritain,whetherinwarwhichistheactofthe
Stateasawhole,orinthecareerofthesoldierwhichreceivesits
consummationthereinthedeathonthebattlefield.

[1]TheseaandtheinvinciblemightofAthensonthewavesformedthe
connectingideasofthethreedramas,_Phineus,Persae,Glaucus_.The
trilogywasproducedin473or472B.C.,whilstthememoryofSalamis
wasstillfreshineveryheart.ThePhoenissae,the"WomenofSidon,"
atragedyonthesamethemebyPhrynichus,hadbeenactedfiveyears
earlier.Thedistinctionoftheseworkslayinthepresentationtothe
conqueringStateofagreatvictoryasatragedyinthelifeofthe
vanquished.Thecryinthe_Persae_,"+opaideshellenoite+",still
echoeswithsingularfidelityacross3,000yearsinthewar-songof
_modern_Greece:"+deutepaidestonhellenon+."

[2]ThusinspeakingoftheancientlifeoftheTeutonicpeoples:"Doch
allesdas(NeigungzumKampfmitdenNachbarnundzukriegerischen
ZugenindieFerne)hatnichtgehindert,dass,wodieDeutschensich
niederliessen,alsbaldbestimmteOrdnungendesoffentlichenund
rechtlichenLebensbegrundetwurden."--_Verfassungsgeschichte_,3rd
ed.,i,p.19;_cf._alsoi,pp.416-17:"Eshatnichteigene
Kriegsvolkergegeben,gebildetdurchundfurdenKrieg,nicht
KriegsstaateninsolchemSinn,dassallesganzundalleinfurdenKrieg
berechnetgewesenware,nichteinmalaufdieDauerKriegsfursten,deren
HerrschaftnurinKriegfuhrungundHeeresmachtihrenGrundgehabt."

[3]Thelapseofages,enthusiasm,orcarelessness,tribaljealousies
ortheaccidentalpredilectionsofanindividualpoetorhistorian,



combinetorendertheearlyhistoryoftheArabs,sofarasprecision
indates,thedefiniteorderandmutualrelationsofevents,
characters,andlocalitiesareconcerned,perplexingandinsecure,or
tantalizingbythewealthofdetail,impressiveindeed,buteludingthe
testofhistoricalcriticism.Theirtacticsandthecompositionof
theirarmiesmakethepreciseshareofthisorthatgeneralin
determiningtheresultofabattleoracampaigndifficulttoestimate.
Yetby(heconcordofauthoritiesthegloryoftheoverthrowofthe
EmpireoftheSassanidesseemstobetheportion,firstofMothanna,
whosustainedthefortunesofIslamatamostcriticalhour,A.H.
13-14,andbyhisvictoryatBoawibjustwardedoffagreatdisaster;
andsecondlyofSaad,thevictorofKadesia,A.H.15,A.D.636-7,the
conquerorandfirstadministratorofIrak.TheclaimsofAmr,or
Amrou,totheconquestofEgypt,Pelusium,Memphis,Alexandria,A.D.
638,admitofhardlyadoubt;whilstthedistinctionofKhalid,"the
SwordofGod,"intheSyrianWaratthestormingofDamascusandinthe
crushingdefeatofHeracliusattheYermuk,August,A.D.634,may
justlyentitlehimtothedesignation--ifthatdescriptioncanbe
appliedtoanyoneofthedevotedband--of"ConquerorofSyria."

[4]"Thetwelveyearsoftheirmilitarycommand(_i.e._,ofNicephorus
andZimisces)formthemostsplendidperiodoftheByzantineannals.
ThesiegesofMopsuestiaandTarsusinSiliciafirstexercisedthe
skillandperseveranceoftheirtroops,onwhomatthismomentIshall
nothesitatetobestowthenameofRomans."--Gibbon,chap.lii.The
reignofZimisces,A.D.969-76,formsthesubjectoftheopening
chapters,pp.1-326,ofSchlumberger'smassivework,_L'epopee
Byzantinealafindudixiemesiecle_,Paris,1896,whichexhausts
everyresourceofmodernresearchintothisperiod.Zimisces'riseto
power,andthecareeroftheotherheroicfigureofthetenthcentury
inByzantinehistoryaredealtwithnotlessexhaustivelyin
Schlumberger'searliervolume,_UnEmpereurbyzantin_,Paris,1890.

[5]Carlylewasinhisseventy-seventhyearwhenhecompletedthe
_EarlyKingsofNorway_."Finishedyesterdaythatlongrigmaroleupon
theNorsekings"isthecommentinhisJournalunderdateFebruary
15th,1872.--Froude,_Carlyle'sLifeinLondon_,vol.ii,p.411.

[6]Mr.HerbertSpencer'scharacterizationofCarlyleasa
devil-worshipper(_DataofEthics_,--14)mustberegardedlessasan
effortinseriouscriticismthanastheretort,perhapsthejust
retort,oftheinjuredevolutionistandutilitariantothePig
Philosophyoftheeighthofthe_Latter-DayPamphlets_.

[7]TheRevolutionof1848madetheappearanceofPalacky'sworkinthe
nativelanguageofBohemiapossible.Twovolumeshadalreadybeen
issuedinGerman.Ifevertheworkofascholarandanhistorianhad
theeffectofanationalsong,thisvirtuemaybeascribedtotheCzech
versionofPalacky's_GeschichteBohmens_.Aftertwocenturiesof
subjectiontotheHapsburgsandapparentoblivionofherpast,Bohemia
awokeanddiscoveredthatshehadahistory.Ofthesevenvolumesof
theGermanedition,theperioddominatedbythepersonalityofGeorge
ofPodiebradformsthesubjectofthefourth(Prague,1857-60).

[8]FrancehasgiventheworldtheRevolution;Germany,the



Reformation;Italy,modernArt;butRussia? "We,"Tourgenieffonce
said,"wehavegiventhesamovar." Butthatpoet'sownworks,the
symphoniesofTschaikowsky,theonenovelofDostoievsky,havechanged
allthis.

[9]NeverthelesstheTruceofGodisoneofthenoblesteffortsof
mediaevalEurope.ItdrewitsoriginsfromsouthernFrance,arising
partlyfromthemiseryofthepeopleoppressedbytheconstantand
bloodystrifeoffeudalprincesandbarons,heightenedatthattimeby
thefuryofapestilence,partlyalsofromawidespreadandoftenfixed
andcontrollingpersuasionthatwiththecloseofthecenturythe
thousandyearsoftheApocalypsewouldbefulfilled,andthatwiththe
yearA.D.1000theDayofJudgmentwoulddawn.Ducangehascollected
theevidencebearingontheuseoftheLatinterm,andSemichon's
admirablework,_LaPaixetlaTrevedeDieu,premiereedition_,1857,
_deuxiemeeditionrevueetaugmentee_,1869,sketchesthegrowthofthe
movement.Withtheeleventhcentury,thoughthesocialmiseryis
unaltered,theforceofthemysticimpulseislost;atthesynodof
Tulugesin1027thedaysoftheweekonwhichtheTrucemustbe
observedarelimitedtotwo.Buttowardsthecloseofthecenturythe
risingpowerofHildebrandandthecrusadingenthusiasmgavethe
movementnewlife,andthedaysduringwhichallwarwasforbiddenwere
extendedtofourofthesevendaysoftheweek,thosesacredtothe
LastSupper,Death,Sepulture,andResurrection.Withthedeclineof
thecrusadingspiritandtheriseofmonarchicalprinciplesthe
influenceanduseoftheTreugawaned.Theversesofthetroubadour,
BertrandleBorn,arecelebrated--"Peaceisnotforme,butwar,war
alone!WhattomeareMondaysandTuesdays? Andtheweeks,months,
andyears,allarealiketome." Thestanzafitlyexpressesthewayin
whichtheTrucehadcometoberegardedbyfeudalsocietytowardsthe
closeofthetwelfthcentury.

[10]St.-Pierre'sworkappearedin1712,threeyearsafterMalplaquet,
themostsanguinarystruggleoftheMarlboroughwars.Itisthus
synchronouswiththelastgloomyyearsofLouisXIV,whenFrance,and
herkingalso,seemedsinkingintothemortallethargyofJesuitism.
St.-Simoninhisearlyvolumeshaswrittenthehistoryoftheseyears.
VoltaireaccusesSt.-Pierreoforiginatingorencouragingthefalse
impressionthathehadderivedhistheoryfromtheDauphin,thepupil
ofFenelonandtheMarcellusoftheFrenchMonarchy.AnEnglish
translationofSt.-Pierre'streatisewaspublishedin1714withthe
followingcharacteristictitle-page:"AProjectforsettlingan
EverlastingPeaceinEurope,firstproposedbyHenryIVofFrance,and
approvedofbyQueenElizabethandmostofthePrincesofEurope,and
nowdiscussedatlargeandmadepracticablebytheAbbotSt.Pierreof
theFrenchAcademy."

[11]Aslateas1791wefindPriestleylookingtotheFrenchRevolution
astheprecursoroftheeraofUniversalPeace.Inadiscourse
deliveredat"theMeetingHouseintheOld-Jewry,27thApril,1791,"he
describesthe"gloriousenthusiasmwhichhasforitsobjectsthe
flourishingofscienceandtheextinctionofwars." France,he
declares,"hasensuredpeacetoitselfandtoothernationsatthesame
time,cuttingoffalmosteverypossiblecauseofwar,"andenablesus
"toprognosticatetheapproachofthehappytimesinwhichthesure



propheciesofScriptureinformusthatwarsshallceaseanduniversal
peaceandharmonytakeplace."

LECTUREVI

THEVICISSITUDESOFSTATESANDEMPIRES

[_Tuesday,July_3_rd_,1900]

HavingconsideredinthefirstlectureadefinitionofImperialism,and
tracedinthesecondandthirdthedevelopmentinreligionandin
politicsoftheidealofImperialBritain,andhavingafterwards
examinedtherelationsofthisidealtothesupremequestionsofWar
andPeace,aninquirynotlessmomentous,butfromitsintangibleand
evenmysticcharacterlesscapableofdefiniteresolution,nowdemands
attention.HowisthisidealoftheImperialisticStaterelatedto
thatfromwhichallStatesoriginallyderive? Howisitrelatedtothe
Divine? Fromtheconsiderationofthisproblemtwoothersarise,that
ofthevicissitudesofStatesandEmpires,andthatofthedestinyof
thisEmpireofImperialBritain.

FromtheanalogyofthePastisitpossibletoapprehendevendimlythe
curvewhichthisEmpire,movedbyanewideal,andimpelledbythe
deepeningconsciousnessofitsdestiny,willdescribeamongstthe
nationsandthepeoplesoftheearth?

Empire,wehaveseen,isthehighestexpressionofthesoulofthe
State;itisthecomplete,thefinalconsummationofthelifeofthe
State.ButtheState,thesouloftheState,isinitselfbutaunity
thatiscreatedfromtheunits,theindividualswhichcomposeit.
NeverthelesstheunityoftheStatewhichresultsfromthoseunitsis
notthesameunity,norisitsubjectto,orgovernedby,thesamelaws
asregulatethelifeoftheindividual.Notonlythearraignmentof
themaximsofstatesmenasimmoral,butthetheories,fantasticor
profound,oftheriseandfallofStates,aremarredorrenderedidle
utterlybytheinitialconfusionoftheorganicunityoftheStatewith
theunityoftheindividual.Butthoughnocompositeunityisgoverned
bythesamelawsasgovernitsconstituentatoms,neverthelessthat
unitymustpartakeofthenatureofitsconstituentatoms,changeas
theychange,mutuallytransformingandtransformed.Soisthisunity
oftheStateinfluencedbytheunitswhichcomposeit,whicharethe
soulsofmen.

--I.THEMETAPHYSICALORIGINOFTHESTATE

Considerthen,firstofall,inrelationtotheconsciousnesswhichis
theattributeofthelifeoftheState,theconsciousnesswhichisthe
soulofman.Intheeleventhandtwelfthcenturies,aswehaveseen,
thesaintlyidealwhichhadhithertocontrolledman'slifediestothe
higherthoughtofEurope.Thesaintgivesplacetothecrusaderand



scholastic,andtheimaginationofthetimeacknowledgesthespellof
orientalpaganismandorientalculture.

Certainofthemostremarkablemindsofthatepoch,menlike
BerengariusofTours,forinstance,orSt.Victor,andAmalrich,are
profoundlytroubledbyaproblemofthefollowingnature.Howshall
thejusticeofGodbereconciledwiththedestinyHeassignstothe
soulsofmen? TheyaresentforthfromtheirrestintheDivineto
dwellinhabitationsofmortalflesh,incurringreprobationandexile
everlasting,orafteraseasonreturning,accordingastheyare
appointedtoalifedarktothesacrificeonCalvary,ortoalifeby
thatBloodredeemed.BywhatlaworcriterionofrightdoesGodsend
forththosesouls,emanationsofHisdivinity,toadoomofmiseryor
bliss,accordingastheyareattachedtoabodynorthofthe
Mediterranean,orsouthwardofthatsea,withintheswayofthefalsest
offalseprophets,Mohammed? Thistroubleintheheartoftheeleventh
centuryarosefromtheinsightwhichcompassiongives;theEuropean
imagination,atrestwithregardtoitsownsafety,isforthefirst
timeperplexedbythefateofmenofanalienraceandfaith,whose
heroismithasneverthelesslearnttorevere,asinafter-timesitwas
perplexedinponderingthefateofGreeceandRome,whoseartand
thoughtitvainlystrovetoimitate.Underlyingthistroubleintheir
heartsistheassumptiontowhichPlatoandcertainofhissecthave
leanings,thatwithintheDivinethereisasitwereatreasuryof
soulsfromwhichindividualessencesarespedhither,todwellwithin
eachmortalbodyimmediatelyonitsbirth.

NowinanearlieragethantheageofBerengariusandSt.Victor,there
arosewithinAlexandriaonewhosethoughtinitsrange,inthesweepof
itsorbit,wasperhapsthewidestandmostdistantamongstthechildren
ofmen.Inthemostremarkableandsublimeofhissix_Enneads_,
anothertheoryuponthesamesubjectoccurs.[1]Thefateofthesoul
inpassingfromitshomewiththeEverlastingislikethefateofa
childwhichininfancyhasbeenremovedfromitsparentsandrearedin
aforeignland.Thechildforgetsitscountryanditskindredasthe
soulforgetsinthejoyofitsfreedomthefelicityitknewwhenone
withtheDivine.Butafterthelapseofyearsifthechildreturn
amongstitskindred,atfirstindeeditshallnotknowthem,butnowa
word,nowagesture,oragainatrickofthehand,acadenceofthe
voice,willcometoitlikethemurmurofforgottenseasbywhose
shoresitoncehaddwelt,awakingwithinitstrangememories,and
graduallybytheaccumulationofthesethetruthwillatlastflashin
uponthechild--"Beholdmyfatherandmybrethren!" Sothesoulof
man,thoughknowingnotwhenceitcame,isbytheteachingsofDivine
wisdom,andbyinspiredthinkers,quickenedtoaremembranceofits
heavenlyorigin,anditslifehenceforthbecomesanever-increasing,
evermorevividmemoryofthetrancedpeace,theblissthatitknew
therewithintheEverlasting.

LetmeattempttoapplythisthoughtoftheEgyptianmystictothe
problembeforeus.Disregardingthetheoryofaninfiniteseriesof
successiveincarnationsfromtheinexhaustibletreasuryoftheDivine,
permitmetorecalltheobservationsmadeinanearlierlectureonthe
contrastbetweenthelimitedrangeofman'sconsciousness,andthe
measurelesspaststretchingbehindhim,theinfinitespacesaroundhim.



Judgedbytheperfectidealofknowledge,theuniverseisnecessaryto
theunderstandingofaflower,andthedatelesspasttothe
intelligenceofthehistoryofaday.Butasthebeamoflightnever
seversitselffromitsfountain,asthefaintestraythatfallswithin
thecavernsofthesearemainsunitedwiththeorbwhenceitsprang,so
thesoulofmanhasgrownoldalongwithnature,andacquaintedfrom
itsfoundationswiththefabricoftheuniverse.

Thereforewhenitconfrontssomesimpleobjectofsenseoremotion,or
themoreintricatemovementsandeventsofhistory,ortherushing
stormofthepresent,thesoulhasaboutitstrangeintimacies,ithas
withinitpreparationsdrawnfromthatfellowshipwithnature
throughouttheaeons,theabyssesofEternity.Andastheaeons
advance,thesoulgrowsevermoreconsciousoftheendofallits
striving,anditsserenitydeepensasthecertaintyoftheultimate
attainmentofthatendincreases.

BaulkedofitsknowledgeofanhourbyitsignoranceofEternity,it
attainsitsrestintheInfinite,whichseekingitshallfind,piercing
througheverymomentofthetransienttotheEternal.Whatarethe
spacesandthelabyrinthiandanceoftheworldstothesoulwhichis
evermoreprofoundlyabsorbed,remembering,knowing,orinvisionmade
prescientofitsidentitywiththesouloftheuniverse? Andasthe
agesrecede,theimmanenceoftheDivinebecomesmoreconsciously,more
pervadinglypresent.Earthdeepensinmystery;premonitionsofits
destinyvisitthesoul,fallingmanifoldastheshadowsoftwilight,or
inmysterioustonesfar-borneanddeepasthechordsstruckbythe
sweepingorbsinspace.

Thesoulthusneglectsthefinitesaveasanavenuetotheinfinite,
andholdsknowledgeinlightesteemunlessasapathtothewonder,the
ecstasy,andthewisdomwhicharebeyondknowledge.Thepastisdead,
thepresentisadream,thefutureisnotyet,butintheEternalNOW
thesoulisonewiththatRealityofwhichtheremotestpasts,the
farthestpresents,themostdistantfutures,arebutchangingphases.

Ifthenweregardthesoul,itsoriginanditsdestiny,inthismanner,
whatawonderoflightinvestsitshistorywithinTime!Banishedfrom
itsprimalabodebeyondthecrystalwallsofspace,withwhat
achievementshasnottheexilegracedtheearth,itshabitation!
Wondrousindeedisman'scourseacrosstheearth,andwithwhatshall
theworksofhissoulbecompared? Fromthosefirstuncertainties,
thosefalteringelations,theVision,dimlydiscernedasyet,lureshim
withtremulousecstasiestoeternisethefleeting,andincolumned
enclosureandfrettedcanopytouprearanimagewhichhecancontrolof
thearchofheavenandtheunsustainedarchitectureofthestars.
Theseout-reachhismortalgrasp,outwearyinghisscrutiny,blinding
hisintelligence;but,masteroftheimage,hissoulknowsagainby
reflectionthefelicitywhichitknewwhenonewiththeShaperofthe
worlds.

Andthusthesoulmounts,steepabovesteep,fromtherudelyhewn
granitetothebreathingmarblesoftheParthenon,tothehuesof
Titian,totheforestsinstone,thedomesandminarets,andthegemmed



splendouroflaterraces,tothedriftedsnowsoftheTaj-Mahal,
iridescentwithdiamondandpearl.

Yea,fromthosefirstimaginings,caughtfromthebroodingrocks,and
mouldedinthesubstanceoftherocks,stillitclimbs,instructedby
thewinds,theocean'stidalrhythm,andthetumultuoustransportsof
thehumanvoice,itsraptures,sorrows,ordespairs,tothenewer
wonder,thenumberedcadencesofpoetry,theverseofHomer,Sophocles,
andShakespeare.

Andatthelast,lessonedbythoseancientinstructors,windsand
tides,andtheever-movingspheresofheaven,howdoesthesoulattain
itsglory,andinMusic,theartofarts,theformofforms,poiseon
thestarrybattlementsofGod'sdreadsanctuary,trancedinprayer,in
wonderineffable,atthelongpilgrimageaccomplishedatlast--inthe
_adagio_ofthegreatConcerto,inthe_Requiem_,orthoselater
strainsoftranshumansadnessandserenitytrans-human,inwhichthe
soulhearsagainthesongsungbythefirststarthateverleftthe
shapinghandsofGodandtookitswayalonethroughthelonelyspaces,
pursuinganuntriedpathacrossthedark,thesilentabysses--howdark,
howsilent!--amovingharmony,forebodingeventheninitsfirst
separatedelightandsorrowofestrangementalltheanguishandallthe
ecstasythattheunbornuniversesofwhichitistheheraldand
precursoryetshallknow!

Aristotleindeedaffirmsthatintheuniversetherearemanythings
moreexcellentthanman,theplanets,forinstance.Heisthinkingof
themightyyetperfectcurvewhichtheydescribe,thoughwithallthe
keennessofhisanalyticperception,heisinthisjudgmentnot
unaffectedbythefancy,currentinhistime,thatthoseplanetsare
livingthingseachwithitsattendantsoul,whichshapesitsorbitand
thatfixedpathathwartthenight.Howmuchhigherawillthat
steadfastmotionarguesthanthewaveringpurposes,theunstable
desiresofhumanlife.Butweknowthattheplanetwithallitsmighty
curveisbutasthestagetothepieceenactedthereon;itisthe
movingtheatreonwhichthedramaoflife,fromitsfirstdark
unconsciousmotionstothefreestenergyofthesoulinitsairy
imaginings,isaccomplished.AndthethoughtofPascalwhichmightbe
arejoindertothisofAristotleiswellknown,thatthoughthe
universeriseupagainstmantodestroyhim,yetmanisgreaterthan
theuniverse,becauseheknowsthathedies,butofitspowerto
destroytheuniverseknowsnothing.

Ifthisthenbetheoriginoftheindividualsoul,andifitsrecorded
andunrecordedhistoryandactionintheuniversebeofthisheight,it
isnotastonishingthatthelawsandoperationsofthesoulofthe
State,whichisofanorderyetmorecomplexandmysterious,should
baffleinvestigation,andfoilthemostassiduouseffortstoreduce
themtoasystem,andcompelspeculationtohaverecoursetosuchfalse
analogiesandmisleadingresemblancesasthosetowhichreferencehas
intheselecturesmorethanoncebeenmade.

--2.THESTATE,EMPIRES,ANDART



ThuswetracetheunityoftheStatetotheunityoftheindividual
soul,andthencetotheDivineunity.ThesouloftheStateisthe
higher,themorecomplexunity,anditisnotmerelyintheactionsof
theindividualinrelationtoorasanorganicpartoftheStatethat
wemustseekfortheentireinfluenceoftheStateuponindividual
life,orfortheperfectexpressionoftheabstractenergyoftheState
initselfandbyitself.Maninsuchrelationsdoesoftenmeritthe
reprobationofRousseau,andhistheoryofthedeterioratingeffectsof
acomplexunityuponthesingleunityoftheindividualsoulseems
oftentofindjustification.Similarly,theexclusiveadmirationof
manyunwittingdisciplesofRousseauforthedeedsoftheindividualas
opposedtothedeedsoftheState,forartasopposedtopolitics,
discoversinafirststudyoftheserelationsstrongsupport.Butthe
artistisnotisolatedandself-dependent.Ifthesupremeactofa
raceiswar,ifitssupremethoughtisitsreligion,anditssupreme
poems,itslanguage--deeds,thoughts,andpoemstowhichthewholerace
hascontributed--soinmanifold,potent,ifunperceivedwaystheState
affectsthoseenergizingsinartandthoughtwhichseemmost
independentoftheState.ThesentenceofAristotleisfamiliar,"The
solitarymaniseitherabruteoragod,"butthesolitarinesswhether
oftheThebaidorofFonteAvellano,ofRomualdo,Damiani,orofthat
Yogi,who,toexhibithishateandscornoflife,flunghimselfinto
theflamesinthepresenceofAlexander,isyetindebtedandboundby
tiesinvisible,mystic,innumerable,totheState,totherace,forthe
structuraldesignofthesoulitself,forthatverypride,that
isolatingpowerwhichseemsmosttoseveritfromtheState.[2]And
whoshalldeterminethelimitsoftheunconsciouslifewhichinthat
lonelycontemplationorthatlonelierscorn,thesoulreceivesfromthe
State? Forfromthesamesourcethecomponentandthecomposite,the
constituentandtheconstitutedunityalikearise,andtheImmanence
thatisineachisOne."WhithershallIgofromThyspirit?or
whithershallIfleefromThypresence? IfIascendupintoheaven,
Thouartthere:ifImakemybedinhell,behold,Thouartthere.IfI
takethewingsofthemorning,anddwellintheuttermostpartsofthe
sea;eventhereshallThyhandleadme,andThyrighthandshallhold
me.IfIsay,Surelythedarknessshallcoverme;eventhenightshall
belightaboutme.Yea,thedarknesshidethnotfromThee;butthe
nightshinethastheday;thedarknessandthelightarebothaliketo
Thee."

Theeverydaytopicwhichmakesman"thecreatureofhistime"derives
whatevertruthitpossessesfromthisunity,butSophoclesdidnot
writethe_Ajax_becauseMiltiadesfoughtatMarathon,norTirso,_El
Condennado_becauseCortezdefeatedMontezuma.Whateverlawconnect
greatnessinartandgreatnessinaction,itisnotthelawofcause
andeffect,ofnecessarysuccessionintime.Theyarethemutually
dependentmanifestationsofthesameimmortalenergywhichupliftsthe
wholeState,whosemotionsarisefrombeyondTime,therootsofwhose
beingarebeyondtheregionofcauseandeffect.

Considernowasanillustrationoftheinterdependenceofthesoulof
theindividualandoftheState,andoftheimmanenceineachofthe
Divine,therelationwhichworld-historyrevealsasexistingbetween
thehighermanifestationsofthelifeoftheindividualandofthe



State.Thegreatestachievementsofindividualmen,whetherinaction,
orinart,orinthought,are,itwillgenerallybefound,coincident
with,andsynchronouswith,thehighestformwhichinitsdevelopment
theStateassumes,thatis,withsomeformormodeofempire.Forit
isnotmerelytheartofPhidias,ofSophocles,thatspringsfromthe
energyarousedbythePersianinvasions;theenergywhichfinds
expressionintheEmpireofAthensistobetracedthither,empireand
artarisingfromthesameexaltationoftheStateandofthe
individual.Buttheyarenotrelatedascauseandeffect,noristhe
artofSophocles_caused_byMarathon;butthe_Agamemnon_andSalamis,
theParthenonandthe_Ajax_,areincarnationsinwords,indeeds,or
inmarbleofthedivineIdeaimmanentinthewholeraceofthe
Hellenes.Aracecapableofempire,thecivicformofimperialism,
thusarisessimultaneouslywithitsgreatestachievementsinart.
SimilarlyinthecivicStateofmediaevalFlorence,theageofLeonardo
andofSavonarolaisalsotheageofLorenzo,wheninpoliticsFlorence
competeswithVeniceandtheBorgiasforthehegemonyofItaly,andthe
actualboundsofhercivicempireareattheirwidest.SoinVenetian
historyempireandartreachtheirheighttogether,andtheagewhich
succeedsthatofGiorgioneandofTitianisanendnotonlytothe
paintingbuttothepoliticalgreatnessofVenice.

Asincivicsoinnationalempires.InSpain,CharlesVandthe
Philipsarethetyrantsofthegreatestsinglemilitarypowerandof
thefirstnationoftheearth,andhaveastheirsubjectsRojasand
Tirso,LopeandCervantes,CalderonandVelasquez.RacineandMoliere
serve_legrandMonarque_,asApellesservedAlexander.Themariners
whosketchedtheboundsofthisempire,whichisatlastattainingto
thefullconsciousnessofitsmightydestinies,werethecontemporaries
ofMarloweandWebster,ofBeaumontandFord.

Napoleon'sfretfulimpatiencethatitsvictoriesshouldhaveastheir
literaryaccompanimentsonlythewantragediesofJosephChenierand
theunleavenedodesofMillevoyewasjust.Anempiresoglorious,if
basedonthepeople'swill,shouldnothavefoundinthegeniusofthe
ageitsswornantagonist.Thisstampedhisempireasspurious.

Butthesesimultaneousphenomena,thesesupremeattainmentsatoncein
actionandinart,arenotconnectedascauseandeffect.Forthe
rootsoftheiridentitywemustsearchdeeper.Thetranscendentdeed
andtheworkofartalikehavetheirorigininthe_elan_ofthesoul,
thedivinervisionorthedivinerdesire.Thewillwhichbecomesthe
deed,thevisionwhichbecomesthepoemorthepicture,arehereasyet
one;andthis_elan_,thisenergyofthesoul,whatisitbutthe
energyoftheinfinitewithinthefinite,oftheeternalwithintime?
Artinwhateverperfectionitattainsisbutanillustration,
imperfect,ofthespiritofman.Thegreatestbooksthateverwere
written,themostexquisitesculpturesthateverwerecarved,themost
delicatetemplesthateverwerereared,therichestpaintingsthatever
camefromTitianareallinthemselvesultimatelybutthedustofthe
soulofhimwhocomposesthem,buildsthem,carvesthem.The
unrevealedandtheunrevealableisthesoulitselfthatinsuchworks
isdimlyadumbrated.Themostperfectstatueisbutanimperfect
semblanceofthebeautywhichthesculptorbeheld,thoughintensifying
andreactingupon,andeveninasenseconsummating,thatinward



vision;andthesublimestenergyofimperialRomederivesitstragic
heightfromthedegreetowhichitrealizestheenergyoftherace.

IntheIslamofOmarthislawdisplaysitselfsupremely,andwitha
flame-likevividness.TherethedivineoriginoftheStatewhichin
theAthensofPericlesishiddenorrevealedinthemyriadformsof
art,plasticorpoetic,intheRomeofSullaorCaesarintragic
action,displaysitselfinnakedpurityandinmajestyunadorned.If
artisticlovelinessmarkstheageofSophocles,tragicgrandeurthe
RomeofAugustus,mysticsublimityisthefeatureoftheIslamofOmar.
Thethoughtandthedeed,+logoska� poiesis+,hereareone.

--3.THEFALLOFEMPIRES:THETHEORYOFRETRIBUTION

Wehavenowreachedthefinalstageofourinquiry.Isthereanylaw
bywhichthevicissitudesoftheStates,whoseoriginhasbeentraced
throughtheindividualtoaremoterandmoreawfulsource,arefixed
anddirected? Andcanthedecayofempires,thosesupremeformsinthe
developmentofStates,beresolvedintoitsdeterminingcauses,ordo
wehereconfrontamovementwhichisbeyondthesphereruledbycause
andeffect?

InWesternEuropeabrokenarchandsomefragmentsofstoneareoften
allthatmarktheplacewherestoodsomeperfectachievementof
mediaevalarchitecture,afeudalstrongholdoranabbey.Butonthe
lowerplainsoftheEuphratesandTigris,aruinhardlymore
conspicuousmaydenotetheseatofanempire.Sucharegion,fronting
thedesert,formedafittheatreforman'sfirstspeculationsuponhis
owndestinyandthatofthenations.Thosetwoinquirieshave
proceededtogether.Hisvisionoftheuniverse,originaloraccepted,
inevitablyshapesandtransformsthepoet's,theprophet's,orthe
historian'svisionofanyportionofthatuniverse,howeverlimitedin
timeandspace.

Hebrewliterature,affectedbytherevolutionsofAssyria,Chaldaea,
Media,andEgypt,alreadydisclosestwotheorieswhich,modifiedor
applied,mouldman'sthoughtwhenbenttothisproblemdowntothe
presenthour.Roundoneorotheroftheseconceptionsthespeculations
ofovertwothousandyearsnaturallygroupthemselves.

Thefirstofthesetheories,whichmaybestyledtheTheoryof
Retribution,attributesthedecayofempirestothevisitationofa
divinevengeance.Thefallofanempireisthepunishmentofsinand
ofwrong-doing.Theprideandiniquityofthefew,orthecorruption
andethicaldegenerationofthemass,involvestheruinoftheState.
Regardlessofthecontradictionstothislawinthelifeofthe
individual,itssupremacyinthelifeofempireshasthroughoutman's
historybeendecreedandproclaimed.Hebrewthoughtwasperplexedand
amazedfromtheremotestperiodsatthefelicityoftheoppressorand
theunjustman,andthemiseryofthegood.Butthesublimeand
inspiredrhetoricofIsaiahrestsupontheassumptionthatthe
punishmentofwrong,uncertainamongstmen,issureamongstnationsand
States.



Inamoreethicalformthisconceptioniseasilytracedthroughout
GreekandRomanthought.InSt.Augustineitreappearsinitsoriginal
shape,andinvestedwiththedignity,thefulness,andtheprecisionof
anhistoricalargument.ARomanbybirth,culture,andyouthful
sympathies,lovingthesadcadencesofVirgillikeapassion,admitted
byCicerotoanintimacywithHellenicthought,heis,laterinlife,
attracted,fascinated,andfinallysubduedbytheidealofthe
Nazarene,andbythepoetryandhistorybehindit.HeseesRomefall;
andwhatthefateofBabylonwastotheHebrewprophetthefateofRome
becomestoAugustinus--thesymbolofdivinewrath,thepunishmentof
herpride,heridolatry,andhersin.RomefallsasBabylon,as
Assyriafell;butinthe_DeCivitate_,towhichhedevotessome
fifteenyearsofhislife,isdelineatedthecitywhichshallnotpass
away.[3]ThedestructionofRome,limitedintimeandspace,coalesces
withthewiderthoughtoftheStoics,thedestructionoftheworld.

SototheMiddleAgethefallofRomewasbutanargumentforthetheme
ofthepassingawayofearthitselfandallearthlythingslikea
scroll.Beforeitsimagination,asalongahighroad,moveda
processionofempires--Assyria,Media,Babylon,Greece,Rome,Persia,
andatthelast,asashadowydreamofallthese,theEmpireof
CharlemagneandoftheOthos.Theirsuccessivefallspointtoman's
obstinacyinsin,andtherecurrenceoftheeventtothenearnessof
theJudgment.

ThetreatisesofDamiani,OthoofFreisingen,[4]andoftheCardinal
Lothar,formulatetheargument,andaslateastheseventeenthcentury
Bossuetdedicatestothissamethemeaneloquencenotlessimpressive
andfinishedthanthatofAugustinehimself.Inrecenttimesthis
theoryinfluencesstronglythehistoricalconceptionsofRuskinand
Carlyle.ItistheinformingthoughtofRuskin'sgreatestwork,_The
StonesofVenice_.Thevalueofthatworkisimperishable,becausethe
documentsuponwhichitisbasedarebythewastingforceofwindand
sunandseadailypassingbeyondscrutinyorcomparison.Yetits
philosophyisbutanechoofthephilosophyofCarlyle'ssecondperiod,
andasever,thediscipleexaggeratestheteachingsofthemaster.The
bentofCarlyle'sgeniuswasnearerthatofRousseauthanheever
permittedhimselftoimagine.IntheCromwelliadCarlyleelaborates
thefancythattheonegreatandheroicperiodofEnglishhistoryis
thatofCromwell,andthatinareturntotheprinciplesofthatera
liesthesalvationofEngland.SimilarlyRuskinallotstoVeniceits
greatandheroicperiod,ascribingthatgreatnesstothefidelityof
thepeopleofVenicetothestandardofSt.Markandtheidealof
Christianismofwhichthatstandardwastheemblem.Butinthe
sixteenthcenturyVeniceswervedfromthisideal,andherfallisthe
consequence.

InallsuchspeculationsamethodhasbeenappliedtotheState
identicalwiththatindicatedinthesecondlecture.Theyexhibitthe
effortofthehumanmindtodiscoverintheuniversetheevolutionofa
designinharmonywithitsownconceptionofwhatindividuallifeisor
oughttobe.Genius,beauty,virtue,thebreastconsecratedtolofty
aims,arestillthedearesttargettodisaster,andtotheblind
assaultsoffateandman.Inindividuallife,therefore,theprimitive



conceptionhasbeenmodified,butinthewiderandmoreintricatelife
ofaStatetheendlessvarietyofincidents,characters,fortunes,the
successionofcenturies,andofmodesofthought,literatures,arts,
creeds,therevolutionsinpoliticalideals,offersocomplexamassof
phenomenathatthebreakdownofthetheory,patentatonceinthe
narrowersphereofobservation,ishereobscuredandshieldedfrom
detection.Man'sintellectiseasilythedupeoftheheart'sdesire,
andinthebriefspanofhumanlifewillinglycarriesafictiontothe
grave.Andhewhodefendsapleasingdreamisnecessarilyhonoured
amongstmenmorethanthevisionarywhosecourseistowardstheglacier
heightsandtheicysolitudesofthought.

--4.THEFALLOFEMPIRES:THECYCLICTHEORY

Thesecondtheoryisthatofacycleinhumanaffairs,whichcontrols
theriseandfallofempiresbyalawsimilartothatoftheseasons
andtherevolutionsoftheheavenlybodies.Thistheoryvarieslittle;
themetaphors,thefiguresbywhichitisdarkenedormadeclearer
change,buttheessentialidearemainsoneinthegreatmythofPlato
orintheIndianepics,intherigidsteel-claspedsystemofVico,or
inthesentimentalmusingsofVolney.Thevicissitudesarenomore
determinedbytheneglectorperformanceofreligiousritesorcertain
ethicalrules.Man'slifeisregardedaspartoftheuniversalscheme
ofthings,andthefateofempiresassubjecttonaturallaws.The
modeinwhichthistheoryoriginatesthusconnectsitselfatoncewith
themodeoftheChaldeanastrologyandmodernevolution.

ItappearslateinthedevelopmentofHebrewthought,andfindsits
mostremarkableexpressioninthefragment,thewriterofwhichisnow
notunfrequentlyspokenofas"Khoeleth."[5]"Onegenerationpasseth
awayandanothergenerationcometh;buttheearthabidethforever.
Thesunalsoriseth,andthesungoethdown,andhastethtohisplace,
wherehearose.Thewindgoethtowardsthesouthandturnethabout
untothenorth,itwhirlethaboutcontinually,andthewindreturneth
againaccordingtohiscircuits.Thethingthathathbeen,itisthat
whichshallbe;andthatwhichisdone,isthatwhichshallbedone,
andthereisnonewthingunderthesun.Isthereanythingwhereofit
maybesaid,See,thisisnew?ithathbeenalreadyofoldtime,which
wasbeforeus.Thereisnoremembranceofformerthings;neithershall
therebeanyremembranceofthingsthataretocomewiththosethat
shallcomeafter."

ThewritingsofMachiavellirevealamindbasedonthesamedeepsas
Khoeleth,broodingonthesameworld-widethings.Likehim,helooks
outintotheblackandeyelessstorm,theceaselessdriftofatoms;
likehim,hesurveystheStatesandEmpiresofthepast,andseesin
theirhistory,theirrevolutions,theirriseanddecline,butthe
historyofthewindwhich,intheHebrewphrase,goescirclinginits
circles,_sov[)a]vsov[=e]v_,andreturnethtotheplacewhenceit
came,anduniversaldarknessawaitstheworld,andoblivionuniversal
thetediousstoryofman.InworkafterworkofMachiavelli,letters,
tales,dramas,historicalandpoliticaltreatises,thisconception
recurs.Itisthecentralandinformingthoughtofhislifeasa



philosophicalthinker.ButunlikeVico,Machiavelliavoidsbecoming
theslaveofatheory.Heshadowsforththissystemofsomedimcycle
inhumanaffairsasaconceptioninwhichhisownmindfindsquiescence
ifnotrest.Itsprecisecharacterhenowheredescribes.

AmongstphilosophicalhistoriansTacitusoccupiesauniqueposition.
HerivalsDanteinthecumulativeeffectofsombredetailandinthe
gloomyenergywhichhatesupplies.Indepthandvarietyofcreative
insightheapproachesBalzac,[6]whilstinhispeculiarprovince,the
psychologyofdeath,hestandsalone.Hisisthemostprofoundly
imaginativenaturethatRomeproduced.Threecenturiesbeforethefall
ofRomeheappearstoapprehendortoforbodethatevent,andheturns
toaconsiderationofthecustomsoftheTeutonicraceasifalreadyin
thefirstcenturyhediscernedtheverymannerofthecataclysmofthe
fourth.Bothhisgreatworks,the_Histories_andthe_Annals_,read
atmomentslikevariationsanddevelopmentsofthesametragictheme,
the"wrathofthegodsagainstRome,"the_deumirainremRomanam_of
the_Annals_;whilstinthe_Histories_thetheoryofretribution
appearsinthereflection,_nonessecuraedeissecuritatemnostrum,
esseultionem_,withwhichhecloseshispreliminarysurveyofthe
havocandcivilfuryofthetimesofGalba--"Notourpreservation,but
theirownvengeance,dothegodsdesire." Itisasif,transportedin
imaginationfarintothefuture,Tacituslookedbackandpronouncedthe
judgmentofRomeinaspiritnotdissimilarfromthatofSaint
Augustine.YettheRomeofTrajanandoftheAntonines,ofSeverusand
ofAurelian,wastocome,and,asifdistrustinghisrancourandthe
woundedprideofanoligarch,Tacitusbetraysinotherpassageshabits
ofthoughtandspeculationofawidelydifferentbearing.His
sympathieswiththeStoicsectwereinstinctive,butinhisreserveand
deepreticenceheresembles,notSeneca,butMachiavelliorThucydides.

Apassageinthe_Annals_mayfitlyrepresenttheimpressionofreserve
whichthesethreemightyspirits,Tacitus,Thucydides,andMachiavelli,
atmomentsconvey."Sedmihihaecactaliaaudientiinincerto
judiciumest,fatoneresmortaliumetnecessitateimmutabilianforte
volvantur;quippesapientissimosveterum,quiquesectameorum
aemulantur,diversosreperias,acmultisinsitamopinionemnoninitia
nostri,nonfinem,nondeniquehominesdiscurae;ideocreberrime
tristiainbonos,laetaapuddeterioresesse;contraaliifatumquidem
congruererebusputant,sednonevagisstellis,verumapudprincipia
etnexusnaturaliumcausarum;actamenelectionemvitaenobis
relinquunt,quamubielegeris,certumimminentiumordinem;nequemala
velbonaquaevulgusputet."[7]

Andyetthetheoryofretributionhadnotbeenwithoutitsinfluence
uponThucydides.Itevenforcesthestructureofhislaterbooksinto
theregularityofatragedy,inwhichAthensistheprotagonist,anda
verseofSophoclesthetheme.Buthisearlierandgreatermanner
prevails,andfromthestudyofhisworkthemindpasseseasilytothe
contemplationofthedoomwhichawaitedthedestroyersofAthens,the
monstroustyranniesinSyracuse,andLacedaemon'sswiftruin.

AnotherphaseofthepositionofTacitusdeservesattention.Itwasa
habitofwritersoftheeighteenthcentury,intreatingofthe
vicissitudesofempires,tostateoneproblemandsolveanother.The



questionaskedwas,"Istherealawregulatingthefallofempires?";
butthequestionanswered,satisfactorilyorunsatisfactorily,was,"Is
therearemedy?" LiketheelderCato,Tacitusseemsinplacestorefer
theruinwhichheanticipatedtoRome'sdeparturefromtheausterity
andsimplicityoftheearlycenturies.IntheluxuryoftheCaesarshe
discernsbutanothercondemnationofthepolicyofCaiusJulius.

TheusewhichGibbonhasmadeofthisargumentiscelebrated.In
Gibbon'slife,indeed,regretfortheEmpire,fortheRomeofTrajan
andofMarcus,exercisesasstrongasway,artistically,asregretfor
theRepublicexercisesovertheartandthoughtofTacitus.Both
desiderateaworldwhichisnotnow,musingwithfiercebitternessor
coldresignationuponthatwhichwasoncebutisnolonger.Both
ponderthequestion,"Howcouldthedisasterhavebeenaverted? How
couldthedeclineofRomehavebeenstayed?" Tacitusisthegreater
poet--morepenetratinginvision,agreatermasterofhismedium,
profounderinhisinsightintothehumanheart.Butacommon
atmosphereofelegypervadestheworkofboth,andifGibbonagainand
againforgetstheinquirywithwhichhesetout,thecharmofhiswork
gainsthereby.ApensivemelancholyakintothatofPetrarch's
_Trionfi_,orthe_AntiquitesdeRome_ofJoachimduBellay,redeems
frommonotony,bytheemotionitcommunicates,theover-statelymarch
ofmanyabalancedperiod.[8]ButitwereasvaintoseekinTassofor
aphilosophictheoryoftheCrusadesasseekinGibbonaphilosophic
theoryofthedeclineofempires.

Hisartisticpurposewasstrengthenedtosomethinglikeaprophetic
purposebytheenvironmentofhisage,theincidentsofhislife,and
thebentofhisownintellect.HecombatsthesameenemyasVoltaire
wagedtrucelesswarupon--thesubtle,intangible,omnipresentspiritof
insincerity,hypocrisy,andsuperstition,fromwhichthebigotryand
religiousoppressionoftheeighteenthandearlynineteenthcenturies
derivedtheirpower.AndGibbon'sindebtednesstoVoltaireisamazing.
Thereisscarcelyalivingconceptioninthe_DeclineandFall_which
cannotbetracedtothatnimble,varied,andall-illuminatingspirit.
Eventheironicmethodofthetworenownedchapterswaspromptedbya
sectioninthe_EssaisurlesMoeurs_.

ThustothetheoryofTacitus,thedeparturefromtheancient
simplicityoflife,GibbonaddsthetheoryofZosimus.[9]WithZosimus
heaffirmsthatthetriumphofChristianismsealedthefateofRome,
andintheEmperorJulianGibbonfindsthesameheroicbutill-starred
defenderofthepast,asTacitusfoundintheunfortunateGermanicus.
ThisconceptioninformsGibbon'sworkthroughout,promptingalikethe
furtive,malignant,ortastelesssketchesofthegreatPontiffsandthe
greatCaesars,andthefinish,thestudiedcare,thevividdetail
lavishedupontheportraitsoftheirenemies.Half-seriously,
half-smilingathisownenthusiasm,heseemstodiscerninMohammed,in
Saladin,andtheOttomanpower,theavengersofJulianandtheRomeof
theAntonines.

AndthusRuskin,inspiredbyamoodofhisgreatteacher,tracesthe
declineofVenicetoitsabandonmentofChristianism,andGibbon,
influencedbyVoltaireandtheenvironmentofhisage,tracesthefall
ofRometotheadoptionofChristianism.



--5.WHATISMEANTBYTHE"FALLOFANEMPIRE"?

Underlyingboththeseclassesoftheories,theretributiveandthe
cyclic,andunderlyingmuchofthespeculationbothoftheeighteenth
andofthenineteenthcenturyuponthesubject,istheassumptionthat
thedecayofempiresisaccidental,orarisesfromcausesthatcanbe
averted,orfromtheoperationofforcesthatcanbemodified.The
mediaevalconceptionofoneempireupontheearth,whichyetshall
endureforeverinrighteousness,influenceseventhemindofGibbon.
HehadstudiedPolybius,andRome'sindefeasiblerighttothe
governmentoftheworldwasthefaithwhichPolybiushadannounced.
AndinthehourofJudaea'shumiliationandruinherprophetshadstill
proclaimedasimilarhopeofeverlastingdominiontoIsrael.

But,asthecenturiesadvance,itgrowseverclearerthatregretor
surpriseatthepassingofempiresislikeregretorsurpriseatthe
passingofyouth.Manmightaswellstartoncemoretodiscoverthe
elixiroflifeandalchemy'ssecretsashopetofoundanempirethat
shallnotpassaway.

TopondertoocuriouslythequestionwhyaStatedeclinesislike
ponderingtoocuriouslythequestionwhyamandies.Inthe
vicissitudesofStatesweareonthethresholdofthesameMysteryas
inthevicissitudesofnatureandofhumanlife.Thetractsand
regionsgovernedbycauseandeffectarebehindus.Anempire,likea
workofart,isanendinitself,butdurationintheformerisan
integralportionorphaseofthatend.Fromtheconcept,"Empire,"
durationisinseparable,andtheextentofthatdurationisinvolvedin
theconceptitself.Durationandmodes,religiousorethical,are
alikedeterminedfromwithin,fromthedivinethoughtrealizingitself
throughtheindividualintheState.Thecurveofanempire'shistory
isdirectedbynoself-existent,isolatedcauses.Itisaportionof
theuniverse,evadinganalysisasthebeautyofastatueevades
analysis,lostinthevastnessofnature,inthelabyrinthsofthesoul
whichcreatedandofthesoulwhichcontemplatesitsperfection.

Thereforeregretforthefallofanempire,unless,asintheworksof
aGibbonoraTacitus,itaidsintransformingthepresentnearerto
theheart'sdesire,isvainenough.TheErosofPraxitelesandthe
AtheneofScopas,liketheCenaofLeonardoandtheMartyrofTitian,
arebeyondourreach,andwithallourindustryweshallhardlyrecover
theninetytragediesofAeschylus.Butthemomentwithinthesoulof
theartistwhichtheseworksenshrined,whichbytheirinceptionand
completiontheydidbutstrengthenandprolong,thatmomentofvision
hasnotpassedaway.Ithasbecomepartoftheeternal,asthe
aspirations,fortitudes,heroisms,endurances,greataimswhichRomeor
Hellasimpersonateshavebecomepartoftheeternal.Man,bornintoa
worldwhichwasnotmadeforhim,isperplexed,untilinsuchmoments
theendforwhichhewashimselffashionedisrevealed.Theartist,
thehero,andtheprophetgiveoftheirpeaceuntotheworld.Yetis
thisgiftbutasecondarything,andsubjecttocause,andtime,and
change.



IntheconsummationofthelifeofaStatetheworld-soulrealizes
itselfinamomentanalogoustothismomentinart.Theformperishes,
nation,city,empire;butthecreativethought,thesouloftheState,
endures.Asthemarbleorpoemrepresentsthesupremehourinthe
individuallife,theideallongpursuedimagedthere,perfector
imperfect,sotheStaterepresentstheidealpursuedbytherace.It
istheembodimentinlivingimmaterialsubstanceofthecreative
purposeoftherace,oftheindividual,andultimatelyoftheDivine.
TheStateisimmaterial;novisibleformbetraysit.AtheneorRoma
arebutthearbitraryemblemsofaninvisible,everchanginglife,most
subtle,mostcomplex,yetindivisiblyone,woveneachdayanewfrom
myriadsofaspirations,designs,ideals,recordedorunrecorded.Those
heroicpersonalities,aHildebrand,aNapoleon,aCromwell,a
Richelieu,whousurptheattributesoftheState,dobutinterpretthe
Statetoitself,rudelyorfaultlessly.PhilipandAlexander,Baber
andAkbar,arethemenwhorespondto,whofeelmoreprofoundlythan
othermen,theideal,theimpulsewhichbeatsattheheartoftherace.
Thedivinethoughtisinthemmoreimmanentthaninothermen.To
AkbarthevisionofthecontinentfromHimalayatoeithersea,all
broughttothefeetofMohammed,ofIslam,impersonatedinhimself,is
anetherealvisionlikethatwhichleadsAlexandereastwardbeyondthe
TigristospreadfarthenameofHellas.Akbarstartedashis
grandfatherhadstarted,andBaber'sfaithwasnotlesssincere.[10]
Butthecontactwithotherracesandothercreedsdivertedor
heightenedthisfirstpurposeoftheMongol,andatthepinnacleof
earthlypower,Akbarmetandyieldedtothetemptation,whichdazzled
foramomenteventhesteadygazeofNapoleon.Apprehendingtheunity
beneaththediversityofthereligionsofhisvarioussubjects,Hindoo,
Persian,Mohammedan,Christian,Akbardaredtheloftyenterpriseand
essayedtoextractthecommontruthofall,selecting,asJulianhad
done,twelvecenturiesbeforehim,thesunasthesymbolofuniversal
beneficence,andtruth,andlife.Hefailed,butfailedgreatly.

ThedistinctionsofagreatState,art,action,empire,supremacyin
thought,supremacyindeed,supremacyinconceptionoftheidealof
humanity,likeraysemanatingfromthesamedivinecentre,thither
convergeagain.Anyattempttoexplaintheirsuccessionanddecayin
termsofamechanicallawmustthusleadeithertothereserveof
Machiavelli,totheoutwornfantasiesofBossuet,ortosuchformulas
asthoseofRuskinandGibbon,inwhichsynchronousphenomenaarewoven
intoachainofcausesandeffects.

Eveninthesphereofindividualexistencedeathisbutamodeofhuman
thought,anamewhichhasnocounterpartintheframeofthings.As
lifeisbutamodeofthedivinethought,sodeathisbutamodeof
humanthought,acreationoftheintellectthemorevividlytorealize
itselfandlife.Everyeffectisinturnacause.Thereforeevery
causeiseternal,aninfiniteseries,existingatoncesuccessiveand
simultaneous;fortheeffectisnotthedeathof,butthecontinued
lifeofthecause.Universesandthesoulofmanarebut
self-transformationsofthefirstlastCause,theOne,theCausewithin
Causeimmortal,effectwithineffectunending."Man,"ithasbeen
said,"istheinventorofNothingness.NatureandtheUniverseknowit
not." Thepastwieldsoverthepresentapowerwhichcouldneverbe



derivedfromDeathandNothingness.Noage,aswaspointedoutinthe
firstlecture,hasfeltthispowersointimatelyasthepresent.Asif
wehadathousandlivestolive,weconsumethepresentinthestudyof
thepast,andsinkfromsightourselveswhilestillcontemplatingthe
scenesdesignedforothereyes.Evenourmostlivingimpulseswe
interpretasiftheyweresacredrunescarvedbylong-vanishedhands,
sothatitseemsasifthedeadalonelived,andthelivingalonewere
dead.

Butthesoulunifiesallthings,andisthenmostinthepresentwhen
mostdeeplyabsorbedinthepast.ThesoulofmanisthetrueLogosof
theuniverse.Itisthecontemporaryofalltheages,andtononeof
theaeonsisitastranger.Itheardtheinformingvoicewhich
instructedtheplanetsintheirpaths,whichmouldedtherocks,the
bonesoftheearth,andcasttheseaandthefar-stretchedplainsand
thehillsaboutthemlikeacoveringofflesh.Thereforetimeand
deathandnothingnessarebutshadows,whichtheintellectofmansets
overagainstthesubstancewhichlivesandiseternally.

AndthusinthevicissitudesofStates,evenmoreimpressivelythan
elsewhereintheuniversalprocessoftransformationwhichNatureis,
thedaringmetaphoroftheHebrew,"AsavestureshaltThouchange
them,andtheyshallbechanged,"seemsrealized.Thedeathofa
State,thefallofanempire,arebutphasesintheirhistory,bywhich
acompleteself-realizationisattained,ortheperpetuationoftheir
idealsunderotherforms,asEgyptinHellas,HellasinRome,is
secured.

InPortugal'sshortspanofempire,herdayofbriefandtroubled
splendour,hermonarchsrealize,evenatthehazardofatemporary
eclipseofthenation'sindependence,theaspirationsoftherace,
whichslowlyarising,andgrowinginforceandintensity,hadbecome
thefixed,tyrannousdesireofapeople,until,inCamoens'terse
phraseofManuel,"fromthatonegreatthoughtitneverswerved."
Anotherpolicyandotheraimsthanthosewhichhermonarchs
pursued--toleranceinsteadoffanaticism,prudenceinsteadofheroism,
nationalpatriotisminsteadofimperial,homelycommonsenseinsteadof
gloriouswisdom--alloranyofthesemighthavewardedoffthedoomof
PortugalandofthehouseofAvis.Burthesethingswerenotinthe
bloodofLusitania,norwouldthishavebeenthenationofVascoda
GamaandCamoens,ofAlboquerqueandCabral.Itisasvaintoseekin
depopulationforthecausesofthefallofPortugalasinthe
InquisitionorthePapalpower.EvenBuckle,thatmightystatistician,
wouldhardlyriskthedeterminingoftheratiowhichmaynotbe
oversteppedbetweentheboundsofanempireandtheextentofthe
nationwhichcreatesit.Ifheryeomenforsookthefieldsandleftthe
soilofPortugalunfilled,ifherchivalryforsooktheirestates,the
questionconfrontsus:Whatisthecharacter,theheartofaracewhich
actsinthismanner? Whatistheidealpowerfulenoughtomakethe
hazardofanation'sdeathpreferabletotheabandonmentofthatideal?
ThenationwhichsentitsbravesttodieatAl-KasralKebir[11]isnot
anationofadventurers.NordotheinstancesofPhocaea,ofthe
Cimbri,ortheOstrogothsaffordanyanalogyhere.DomSebastian's
devicefitsnotonlyhisowncareerbutthehistoryoftheraceof
whichatthatepochhewasatoncethekingandtheidealhero--"A



gloriousdeathmakesthewholelifeglorious." Andthegeniusofthe
nationsanctionedhislifeandhisheroicdeath.ToPortugalDom
SebastianbecamesuchafigureasFrederickBarbarossa,deadonthe
far-offcrusade,hadbeentotheMiddleAge,andfortwocenturies,
whenevernightthickenedaroundthefortunesoftherace,thespiritof
DomSebastianreturnedtoilluminethegloom,showinghimselftoafew
faithfulones;andinverytruththespiritofhisdeedsandoftheir
fathersneverdiedintheheartsofthePortuguese,inspiringwhatever
ismemorableintheirlaterhistory.

SpaincompletesintheexpulsionoftheMoorsthewarfare,theCrusade,
whichbeganwithPelayoandtheremnantoftheVisigoths.Spain,as
Spain,couldnotactotherwise,couldnotactasGermanyacted,as
Englandacted.Venice,sofarfromabandoningthefaithofthe
Nazarene,asRuskinfancied,barredofhercommerce,seeingherpower
passtoPortugal,didyet,solitaryandunaided,facetheOttoman,and
fortwogenerationsmadetheCrusadesliveagain.Itisanother
Venice,yetreligionisnotthecauseofthatotherness.Shedefies
PaulVinthenameoffreedom,inthedaysofSarpi,[12]asshehad
defiedInnocentIIIinthenameofempireinthedaysofDandolo.

Hellasstilllives,stillformsanelement,vitalizingandomnipresent,
inthelifeofStatesandinhumandestiny.Romangrandeurisnotdead
whilstSulla,Tacitus,Montesquieu,Machiavellisurvive.ToPetrarch
theRomeoftheScipiosismorepresentthantheRomeoftheColonnas,
anditnumbersamongitscitizensByron,Goethe,andLeopardi.

ForlikeallgreatempiresRomestrovenotforherselfbutfor
humanity,anddying,hadyetstrength,byherlaws,herreligion,her
language,toimpartherspiritandthesecretofherpeacetoother
racesandtoothertimes.Intheworld's_palaestra_shehadthrown
the_discus_toapointwhichtheempiresthatcomeafter,doweredas
Romewasdowered,andbykindredidealsfired,muststruggleto
surpass,orinthisdivineantagonismbebroken.

ForwhatdoesthefallofRomemean,andwhatareitsrelationstothis
EmpireofBritain? InanearlierlectureIillustratedmyconception
oftheRomeofthefifthcenturyinthesimilitudeofaGothbending
overadeadRoman,andbytheflareofatorchseekingtoreadonthe
stillbrowthesecretofhisowndestiny.Romedoesnotdiethere.
HergeniuslivesonintheGothicrace,deep,penetrating,and
all-informing,andinthepickedvalourofthatrace,whichforsix
hundredyearsspendsitselfinforgingEngland,itisdeepest,most
penetrating,andall-informing.Romandefinitenessofthoughtandact
wereinthatnationtouchedbymysticismtoreverieandcompassion.
Fromtheashesofthedeadidealofconcretejustice,imaginative
justiceisborn.Rightbecomesrighteousness,butthelivinggenius
whichwasRomestillpulseswithinit.Bytheenergyoffeudalismthe
ancientsubjectionoftheindividualtotheStateischallenged.
Freedomisborn,butlikesomewingedgloryhoveringaloft,rivetsthe
famishedeyesofmen,tillatlast,descendingbytheRhine,itfills
withitsradianceadarkenedworld.Religiousoppressionisstayed,
but,Phoenix-like,yetanotheridealarises,andgenerationslater,
whatatempleisrearedforitbytheSeine!Andnowinthisera,and
atthislatesttime,beholdinEnglandthegloryhasoncemore



alighted,asonceforabriefspacebytheRhineandSeine,butsurely
tomakehereitslastingmansionry.Forinverytruth,inallthat
freedomandallthatjusticepossessofpowertowardsgoodamongstmen,
isnotEnglandasitwereearth'scentralshrineandthisracethe
vanguardofhumanity?

Romewasthesynthesisoftheempiresofthepast,ofHellas,ofEgypt,
ofAssyria.Inherpurposestheirpurposeslived.Mediaeval
imperialismstrovenottorivalRomebuttobeRome.InBritainthe
spiritofEmpirereceivesanewincarnation.Theformdecays,the
divineidearemains,thecreativespiritglidingfromthistothat,
indestructible.Andthusthedestinyofempiresinvolvesthe
considerationofthedestinyofman.

[1]InVolkmann'seditionofPlotinus,thesoleattemptatacritical
textworthyofthenamethathasyetbeenmade,thepassagerunsas
follows:

[Illustration:Greektext]

[2]Spinoza'sanswertothe"melancholiciquilaudatvitamincultemet
agrestem"(ivProp.,35,note),thatmencanprovidefortheirneeds
betterbysocietythanbysolitude,hardlymeetsthehighercriticism
oftheState.YetitanticipatesFichte'sretorttoRousseau.
Spinoza,ifthiswerewritten_circa_1665,hasinview,perhaps,the
Trappists,thenreorganizedbyBossuet'sfriend,andperhapsalsoPort
RoyalauxChamps.

[3]ThewritingsofSt.Augustinebytheirextraordinaryvariety,vast
intellectualrange,andtheimpressionofadistinctpersonalutterance
whichflowsfromeverypageatwhichtheyareopened,exerciseuponthe
imaginationaneffectlikethatwhichtheworksofDiderotorGoethe
aloneofmodernshavethepowertoreproduce.The_DeCivitate_ishis
greatestandmostsustainedeffort,andthoughcontroversialin
intentionitreachesagainandagainanepicsublimitybothinimagery
anddiction.Thepeoplesandempiresoftheworldaretheheroes,and
thepartwhichAugustineassignstotheGodofalltheearthhas
curiousreminiscencesofthepartsplayedbythedeitiesinpagan
poetry.OverthestyletheinfluenceofVirgilissupreme.Criticism
indeedoffersfewmorealluringtasksthantheattempttogaugethe
comparativeeffectsoftheVirgiliancadencesuponthestylesofthe
menofaftertimeswholovedthemmost--TacitusandSt.Augustine,
Dante,Racine,andFlaubert.

[4]The_World-History_ofOthoofFreisingenwasmodelleduponthe_De
Civitate_ofSt.Augustine.Hestylesitthe"BookoftheTwoCities,"
_i.e._,BabylonandJerusalem,andsketchesfromthemediaeval
standpointthecourseofhumanlifefromtheoriginoftheworldtothe
yearA.D.1146.HisworkontheApocalypseandhisimpressionofthe
LastJudgmentareafittingclosetothewhole.Heisuncriticalin
theuseofhismaterials,butconveysadistinctimpressionofhis
habitsofthought;andsomethingofthebroodingcalmofamediaeval
monasteryinveststhework.Inthefollowingyearhestartedonthe



crusadeofKonradIII,hishalf-brother;butreturninginsafety,wrote
hisadmirableannalsoftheearlydeedsoftheherooftheage,the
emperorBarbarossa.

[5]Theorigin,themeaning,thenumber,andeventhegenderofthis
wordhaveallbeendisputed.Thustheuseoftheoriginalis
convenientasitavoidscommittaltoanyoneofthenumeroustheories
oftheologiansorHebraists.Delitzschhassiftedtheevidencewith
scrupulouscareandimpartiality,whilstRenan'smonographpossesses
botheruditionandcharm.

[6]Whatfiguresfromthe_ComedieHumaine_ofRomansocietyofthe
firstcenturythrongthepagesofTacitus--Sejanus,Arruntius,Piso,
Otho,Bassus,Caecina,Tigellinus,Lucanus,Petronius,Seneca,Corbulo,
Burrus,Silius,Drusus,Pallas,andNarcissus;andthosetragicwomen
ofthe_Annals_--imperious,recklesslydaring,beautifulor
loyal--Livia,Messalina,Vipsania,thetwoAgrippinas,mothersof
CaligulaandofNero,Urgulania,SabinaPoppaea,Epicharis,Lollia
Paulina,Lepida,Calpurnia,Pontia,Servilia,andActe!

[7]InRichardGreneway'stranslation,London,1598,oneofthe
earliestrenderingsofTacitusintoEnglish,thispassagestandsas
follows:

"WhenIheareoftheseandthelikethings,Icangivenocertaine
judgement,whethertheaffairesofmortallmenaregovernedbyfateand
immutablenecessitie;orhavetheircourseandchangebychaunceand
fortune.Forthoushaltfinde,thataswellthosewhichwereaccounted
wiseinauncienttimes,assuchaswereimitatorsoftheirsect,do
varieanddisagreetherein;somedoresolutliebeleevethatthegods
havenocareofman'sbeginningorending;no,notofmanatall.
Whereofitproceedeththatthevertuousaretossedandafflictedwith
somanymiseries;andthevitious(vicious)andbadtriumphewithso
greatprosperities.Contrarilie,othersareofopinionthatfateand
destiniemaywellstandwiththecourseofouractions:yetnothingat
alldependoftheplanetsorstars,butproceedefromaconnexionof
naturallcausesasfromtheirbeginning.Andthesegrauntwithall,
thatwehavefreechoiseandelectionwhatlifetofollow;whichbeing
oncechosen,weareguidedafter,byacertainorderofcausesuntoour
end.Neitherdotheyesteemethosethingstobegoodorbadwhichthe
vulgardosocall."

Murphy'sfrequentloosenessofphraseology,falseelegance,andfutile
commentary,arenowheremoreconspicuousthaninhisversionofthe
sixthbookoftheAnnalsandofthisparagraphinparticular.

[8]Life,Love,Fame,andDeatharethemesofPetrarch's_Triumphs_.
Thesameprofoundsenseofthetransiencyofthings,whichmeetsusin
thestudiedpagesofhisconfessional--theLatintreatise_DeContemptu
Mundi_--pervadestheseexquisitepoems.DuBellay's_Antiquities_,
whichSpenser'stranslationunderthetitleof_TheRuinesofRome_has
madefamiliar,werewrittenafteravisittoRomeinattendanceupon
theCardinalduBellay,andfirstpublishedin1558.Thebeautiful
_SongesurRome_accompaniedthem.TwoyearslaterDuBellay,thenin
histhirty-fifthorthirty-sixthyear,died.Thepreciousnessofthese



poemsisenhancedratherthandiminishedifweimaginethatthefriend
ofRonsardendeavouredtowedthemusicofVillon's_Ballades_tothe
passingofempiresandofRome.

[9]InthegenerationsucceedingthatofSt.Augustine,thefallof
RomeformedthesubjectofaworkinsixbooksbyZosimus,anofficial
ofhighrankatConstantinople.Thefifthandsixthbooksdealwith
theperiodbetweenthedeathofTheodosiusandthecaptureofthecity
byAlaric(A.D.395-410).Zosimusascribesthedisastertothe
revolutioneffectedinthelifeandconductoftheRomansbythenew
religion.Thetoneofthewholehistoryisevidentlyinspiredbythe
brilliantbutirregularworksoftheSyrianEunapiuswhomhero-worship
andtheregretforalostcauseblindedtoallgavetheimposing
designsoftheEmperorJulian.

[10]Baber'sownmemoirs,_MemoirsofZehir-ed-dinMuhammedBaber,
emperorofHindustan_,oneofthepricelessdocumentsofhistory,show
themannerinwhichheconceivedhismission.Hereishisaccountof
thesupremeincidentinhisspirituallife;"InJanuary,1527,
messengerscamefromMehdiKhwajehtoannouncethatSanka,theRanaof
Mewar,andHassanKhanMewati,wereontheirmarchfromthewest.On
February11thIwentforthtotheHolyWar.Onthe25thImountedto
surveymyposts,andduringtherideIwasstruckwiththereflection
thatIhadalwaysresolvedtomakeaneffectualrepentanceatsome
periodofmylife.Inowspokewithmyselfthus--'Omysoul,howlong
wiltthoucontinuetotakepleasureinsin? Notbitterisrepentance:
thentasteitthou!Sincethedaywhereinthoudidstsetforthona
HolyWar,thouhastseenDeathbeforethineeyesforthysalvation.
Andhewhosacrificethhislifetosavehissoulshallattainthat
exaltedstatethouwottestof.'ThenIsentforthegoldandthe
silvergoblets,andbrokethem,anddrankwinenomore,andpurifiedmy
heart.AndhavingthusheardfromtheVoicethaterrsnot,thetidings
ofpeace,andbeingnowforthefirsttimeaMussulmanindeed,I
commandedthattheHolyWarshallbeginwiththegrandwaragainstthe
evilinourhearts." Suchwasthemoodinwhich,onthe24thofthe
firstJemadi,A.H.933,BaberproceededtofoundtheMogulEmpire.

[11]ThebattleofAl-KasralKebir,inMorocco,aboutfiftymiles
southofTangiers,wasfoughtonAugust4th,1578.Theking,Dom
Sebastian,andtheflowerofthePortuguesenobilitydiedonthefield.
AsinScotlandafterFlodden,therewasnotahouseofnameinPortugal
whichhadnotitsdeadtomourn.

[12]Thegeniusofthisgreatthinker,patriot,scholar,andhistorian,
alongwiththeheroismofthewarofCandia,"thelongestandmost
memorablesiegeonrecord,"asVoltairedesignatesit,throwadying
lustreovertheVeniceoftheseventeenthcentury,whichinpainting
hasthenbutsuchnamesasthoseofPodovaninoandtheyounger
Cagliari.Sarpi'sdefenceofVeniceagainstPaulV,anattorneyinthe
seatofHildebrand,occurredin1605.Itconsistsoftwoworks--the
_Tractate_andthe_Considerations_--andprobablyofathirddrawnup
forthesecretuseoftheCouncilofTen.LikeVoltaire,Sarpiseems
tohavelivedwithapeninhishand.HismanuscriptsintheVenice
archivesfilltwenty-ninefoliovolumes.Thefirstcollectededition
ofhisworkswaspublished,notunfitly,intheyearofthefallofthe



Bastille.

LECTUREVII

THEDESTINYOFIMPERIALBRITAINANDTHEDESTINYOFMAN

[_Tuesday,July_10_th_,1900]

Thoughlifeitselfandallitsmodesaretransient,butshadowscast
throughtherichly-tintedveilofMayaupontheeverlastingdeepof
things,yetsuchdreamsasthoseofperpetualpeaceandofempires
exemptfromdegenerationanddecay,liketheillusionofperpetual
happiness,theprayerofSpinozaforsomeone"supreme,continuous,
unendingbliss,"havemockedmanfromthebeginningofrecordedhistory
tothepresenthour.Theyareancientastherocksandtheirmusings
frometernity,inextinguishableasthe_elan_ofthesoulimprisonedin
timetowardsthatwhichisbeyondtime.

Andyettheeffectofthese,asofallfalseillusions,isbutto
renderthevalueofReality--Ihadalmostsaidofthereal
Illusion--morepoignant.Indeed,"false"and"unreal"atalltimesare
meredesignationsweapplytothehoursofdimanduncertainvision[1]
whentestedbythestandardwhichthemomentsofperfectinsightafford.

Nothingismoretedious,yetnothingismoreinstructive,thanthe
studyoftheformulatedideals,theimagingsofwhatlifemightbeor
lifeoughttobe,ofpoetsorofsystematicphilosophers.Nothingso
instantlyreconcilesustowarasthedelineationsofhumanityunder
"meek-eyedPeace";andtothepassingofvisiblethings,empires,
states,arts,laws,andthisuniversalframeofthings,assuch
attemptsashavebeenmadetostaytimeandchange,andabrogatethe
ordinancesoftheworld.

WasmachstduanderWelt?sieistschongemacht.
Whyshapestthoutheworld?'twasshapenlongago.[2]

NordoesthisresultinthemoodofCandide.Theeffortunconquered
andunendingtobeholdthevisibleandthepassingasinverytruthit
is,leadstoadeepervisionoftheUnseenandoftheEternalasin
verytruthitis.

Thuswearepreparedtoconsiderthefollowingquestion.Giventhat
deathisnothing,andthedeclineofempiresbutachangeofform,will
thisempireofImperialBritainalsodeclineandfall? Willtheform
itnowenshrinespassaway,astheformsofPersia,Rome,theEmpireof
Akbar,havepassedaway? Thequestionresolvesitselfintotwo
parts--inwhatdoestheyouthofaraceorofanempireconsist? And,
secondly,isitpossiblebyanyanalogyfromthepasttomeasureor
gaugethepossibleorprobabledurationofImperialBritain,to
determinetowhatera,sayinthehistoryofsuchanempireasRomeor
Islam,thepresenterainthehistoryofImperialBritaincorresponds?



--1.THEPRESENTSTAGEINTHEHISTORYOFIMPERIALBRITAIN

Firstofallwithregardtotheformerquestion.Recentstudiesin
ethnologyhavemadeitclearthatyouth,andallthatthistermimplies
oflatentorrealizedenergies,mental,physical,intellectual,isnot
theinevitableattributeandexclusivepossessionofuncivilizedorof
recentlycivilizedraces.Yetthisassumptionstillunderliesmuchof
thecurrentspeculationonthesubject.Lastcenturyitwasreceived
asanaxiomatictruth.ThusinthetimeofLouisXV,whenaromantic
interestfirstinvestedtheAmericanIndians,Frenchwriterssawin
themtheprototypesoftheGermansdescribedbyTacitus.Notonly
VoltaireandRousseau,butMontesquieuhimself,regardthemcuriously,
asifinthebackwoodsdweltthefuturedominatorsoftheworld.
Comparisonsweredrawnbetweentheirmanners,theirreligion,their
customs,andthoseoftheGothsandtheFranks,and_litterateurs_
indulgedthefancythatindelineatingtheHuronsoftheMississippi
theywerepreparingforposterityaliterarysurpriseandadocument
lastingasthe_Germania_.Suchcomparisonsarestillattimesmade,
buttheyarelikethecomparisonbetweenarisingandarecedingtide;
bothtracethesamelinealongthesands,butitisthesametideonly
inappearance.Itisthecontrastbetweenthesimplicityofchildhood
andofsenility,betweenthesimplicityofaracedoweredwith
many-sidedgeniusandofaracedoweredwithbutone-sidedgenius.It
isneitherintheabsenceofcivilization,norinitsnewness,thatthe
youthofaraceconsists;nordoestheoldageofaraceconsistin
refinement,norcapacityfortheartsnecessarilyimplydeclineof
politicalenergy.ThevictoriesoftheGermansin1870werelike
Fate'sironiccommentupontheinferencesdrawnfromtheirloveof
philosophy.Abstractthoughthadnotunfittedtheraceforwar,nor
"Wertherism"forthebattlefield.

But,asinthelifeoftheindividual,sointhelifeofarace,youth
consistsincapacityforenthusiasmforagreatideal,capacityto
frame,resolutiontopursue,devotiontosacrificealltoagreat
politicalend.Russia,forinstance,hasonlyrecentlycomewithinthe
influenceofEuropeanculture,butthisdoesnotmaketheSlava
youthfulrace.TheSlavonicisindeedperhapstheoldestpeoplein
Europe.Itsliterature,itsart,itsmusic,thecharacteristicsofits
societyalikeattestthis.Superstitionisnotyouth,elsewemight
looktothehutoftheSamoyedeevenwithmoreconfidencethantothe
cabinoftheMoujikfortheimperialraceofthefuture.And
prolificnessinaracedoesassurelydenoteresignationtobe
governed,asthegeniustogovernothers.

AndtheSlav,aswehaveseen,hasatnoperiodofhishistoryshown
that"youth"whichconsistsincapacityforagreatpoliticalideal,
eitherinPoland,oramongsttheCzechs,orinRussia.

ThepresentGermanempireassuredlyexhibitsinnothingthequalities
ofancientlineage;yettheracewhichcomposesitisthesameraceas
wasonceunitedunderHapsburg,underLuxemburg,underHohenstauffen,
andunderFranconian,asnowundertheHohenzollerndynasty.



TheUnitedStatesasanationbearthesamerelationtoBritainasthe
MoorishkingdominSpainboretotheSaracenicempireofBagdad.Itis
afragment,acolossalfragmenttornfromthecentralmass;butnot
onlyinitslanguage,itsliterature,itsreligionanditslaws,butin
individualandnationalpeculiarities,atleastinthedeepermoments
ofhistoryandoflife,theoriginalstockassertsitself.TheState
isyoung;buttheraceispreciselyofthesameremotenessasBritain
andtheGreaterBritain.

Passingtothesecondpoint--atwhatepochdowenowstandascompared
withRomeorIslam? ItisnotunusualtospeakofBritainasanaged
empire,butsuchestimatesordescriptionscommonlyrestupona
misapprehension,first,oftheperiodinwhichtheNationofEngland
strictlyspeakingarises,andsecondly,oftheperiodinwhichthe
EmpireofBritainarises.

ThetraditionaldateofthelandingofHengistdoesnotindicatea
momentanalogoustothemomentinthehistoryofRomemarkedbythe
traditionaldateofthefoundationofthecity.Thedate776B.C.
marksthecloseofaprocessoftransformationandslowrevolvingunity
extendingovercenturies,sothattheeraofRomulusandtheearly
kings,Numa,Ancus,andServius,mayberegardedasanepochinRome's
historyanalogoustotheperiodinEngland'shistorybetweenSenlacand
theconstitutionalstruggleofthethirteenthcentury.Theformeris
theperiodinwhichthecivicunityofRomeiscompleted.Thelatter
istheperiodinwhichthenationalunityofEnglandiscompleted.
Romeisnowfinallyconscioustoitselfofitscareerasacity,_urbs
Roma_,asEnglandinthetwelfthandthirteenthcenturiesisfinally
conscioustoitselfofitscareerasanation.MagnaCartaandthe
constitutionalstrugglewhichfollowedmaybesaidtodeterminethe
courseofthenationalandpoliticallifeofEnglandasmuchasthe
ServianCodefoundedthecivicunityanddeterminedthecharacterof
theconstitutionallifeofRome.

And,aswaspointedoutinanearlierlecture,alreadyinRomeandin
Englandtherearepremonitions,foreshadowingsofthefuture.The
designofthecityonthesevenhillsisthedesignoftheeternal
city,andthedevotionofthe_gensFabia_announcestheRomanlegion.
AndinthosewarsofCrecyandPoitiers,theconstancy,thedauntless
heart,andthesteadyhandoftheEnglisharchers,whichbrokethe
chivalryofFrance,whatisitbuttheconstancyofWaterloo,the
squares,thecharge,theDuke'swords,spokenquietlyasthewordsof
fate,decreeinganempire'sfall,"Standup,Guards!"? Andin1381,
thetrampofthefeetofthehurryingpeasants,sonsandgrandsonsof
thearchersofCrecy,inthegreatRevolt,indignantatingratitudeand
wrong,whatisitbutthepreludetothesupremacyofthePeopleof
England,tothePetitionofRight,toCromwell'sIronsides,toChartism
andReformActs,andtheDemocracy,self-governing,imperialand
warlikeofthepresenthour? Sothatevenasanation,abouteighteen
generationsmaybesaidtosumEngland'slife,whilst,aswehaveseen,
Britain'sconsciouslifeasanempireextendsbackwardsbuttothree
generationsortofour.Thusifthequestionwereasked,Withwhat
periodinthehistoryofRomedoesthepresentagecorrespond? I
shouldsay,roughlyspeaking,itcorrespondswiththeperiodofTitus



andVespasian,whenRomehasstillacourseofthreehundredyearsto
run;andinthehistoryofIslam,withtheperiodoftheearly
Abbassides,whenthefalloftheSaracenicdominionisstillsomefour
centuriesremoved.

DoesthisjustifyusininferringthatthecoursewhichEnglandhasto
runwillextendstilloverthreecenturiesandthatthenEnglandtoo
willpassaway,asRome,astheSaracenicempire,havepassedaway? So
farasthedeterminationoftheerasinourhistorywhichcorrespondin
developmenttoerasinthehistoryofRomeorofIslamisconcerned,
theinferencefromanalogypossessesacertainvalidity.Andthe
accidentalorfixedresemblancesbetweentheempiresofIslam,[3]Rome,
andImperialBritainarenumerousandstrikingenoughtorendersuch
comparisonsofrealsignificancetospeculativepolitics.Butthe
similarityinstructuralexpansionorinenvironmentwhichcanbe
tracedthroughoutthecompleteddramasofRomeandIslamistobefound
onlyintheinitialstagesofImperialBritain.Thentheargumentfrom
analogyfails,andourjudgmentisatastand.

Assumingthateachimperialracestartsitscareerdoweredwithavital
capacityofdefiniterange,andallowingforthenecessarydivergences
intheircoursebetweenacivicandanationalstate.Imperial
Britain,regardedfromitspast,maybesaidinthepresenteratohave
reachedastagerepresentedbytheeraofVespasianandTitus;butto
proceedfurtherisperilous,somomentousisthedistinctionthatnow
arisesbetweenthecircumstancesofthetwoempires.Duringthe
presentcenturythevasttransformationswhichhavebeeneffectedby
scienceinthesurroundingsofman'sphysicallifemakeallspeculation
uponthedurationofImperialBritainbyanalogiesdrawnfromthe
durationeitherofRomeorofotherempires,indecisiveorrash.

Thegrowthoftheideaoffreedom,andthemoderninterpretationof
thatideainthespiritofCondorcet,have,withintheboundsofthe
Englishnationitself,increasedtheintercoursebetweenrankstoa
degreeunparalleledintheancientworld.Theself-recuperativepowers
oftheracehavebeenstrengthenedbythecourseofitspoliticaland
religioushistory.Freshbloodaddsnewenergytoeffetestocks.The
effectofthisrestorativepowerfromwithinisheightenedinmanifold
waysbysuchacircumstanceastheenormousfacilitiesoflocomotion
whichhavearisenduringthepasttwogenerations.

IntheageofthefirstconsciousbeginningsofImperialBritain,the
communicationbetweentheregionsoftheempirewasasdifficultasin
theRomeofSulla;butthedevelopmentofthatconsciousnesshasbeen
synchronous,notonlywithincreasedintercoursebetweentheranksof
thesamenation,butwithincreasedintercoursebetweenallthevarious
climesofanempireuponwhichthesunneversets.Fromcitytocity,
fromtowntotown,fromprovincetoprovince,fromcolonytocolony,
emigrationandimmigration,changeandinterchangeofvastmassesof
thepopulationareincessant.Thisincreasedintercommunication
betweenthevariousmembersoftherace,theinfluencesofthechange
ofclimateupontheindividual,aidedbysuchimperceptiblebut
many-sidedforcesasspringfromthediffusionofknowledgeand
culture,markarevolutioninthevitalresourcesandtheenvironment
intheBritish,asdistinguishedfromtheSaracenicorRomanrace,so



extraordinarythatallanalogybeyondthepointwhichwehaveindicated
isimpossible,orsoguardedbyintricatehypothesesastobeuseless
ormisleading.

Natureseemsponderingsomevastandnewexperiment,andanempirehas
arisenwhosefuturecourse,whetherweconsideritspoliticalorits
economic,itsphysicaloritsmentalresources,leavesconjecture
behind.Theworld-stageissetasfortheopeningofadramawhich,at
leastinthemagnitudeofitsincidentsandtheimposingcircumstance
ofitsaction,willmaketheformerachievementsofmendwindleand
seemoflittleaccount.

--2.THEDESTINYOFMAN

Atthispointwemayfitlycloseoursurvey,andthese"Reflections,"
byendeavouringtodetermine,nottheremotefutureofImperial
Britain,butitsimmediatetask,Fate'smandatetothepresent,andas
wehaveconsideredImperialBritaininitsrelationstothedestinyof
pastempires,pauseforamomentinconclusionuponitsrelationsto
thedestinyofman.

Totheancientworld,maninhismarchacrossthedesertsofTimehad
leftfelicityandthegoldenagefarbeyondhim,andRousseau'svision
ofHumanityasstartinguponawrongtrack,anddriftingeverfarther
fromthepathofitspeace,hadcharmedthemelancholyorthedespair
ofVirgilandhisgreatmasterinverseandspeculation,Titus
Lucretius.

Thisconceptionofman'sdestinyasaninfiniteretrogression,Eden
recedingbehindEden,lostParadisebehindlostParadise,inthe
datelesspast,encountersus,nowasamyth,nowasareligiousor
philosophictenet,throughouttheearlierhistoryofhumanityfromthe
BaltictotheIndianSea,fromthefurthestOrienttotheWestern
Isles.Besidesthisradiantpasteventhevisionoftheabodewhich
awaitsthesoulatdeathseemsduskyandrepellent,alandoftwilight,
asintheEtruscanlegend,orthatdominionovertheshadeswhich
Achillesloathedbeyondanymortalmisery.

Butthememoryortheimaginationofthislandfarbehind,uponwhich
Heaven'slightforeverfalls,theAsgardoftheGoths,theAkkadian
dreamofSin-landruledbytheYellowEmperor,thereignofSaturnand
ofOps,diminishesinpowerandlivingenergyastheagesadvance,and,
perishingatlast,isembalmedinthecoldandcrystallovelinessof
poetry.Initsplacebrightmansions,elysiangroves,awaitthesoul
atdeath.Heavenclosesaroundearthlikeaprotectingsmile,andfrom
thishopeofarecoveredParadiseandnewEdensamongstthestars,
whichtoDanteandhistimearebuttheearth'sappanage,manadvances
swiftlytothedesire,thehope,thecertaintyofaterrestrial
Paradisewaitinghisraceinthenearorremotefuture.Thus,asthe
immanenceoftheDivinewithinthesoulofmanhasdeepened,andthe
desireofhishearthasgrownnearerthedesireoftheworld-soul,so
hasthepowerofmemorydecreasedandbeentransformedintohope.Man,
tossedfromillusiontoillusion,hasgrownsensitivetotheleast



intimationsofReality.

ButthesevisionsofEden,whetherlocatedinaremotepast,orinthe
interstellarspaces,orinthenearfuture,havecertain
characteristicsincommon.Fromfarbehindtofarinfrontthedream
hasshifted,asiftheNorthernLightshadmovedfromhorizonto
horizon,butitremainsonedream.TheearthlyParadiseofthesocial
reformer,aSaint-SimonoraFourier,ofaworldfreefromwarand
devotedtoagricultureandcommerce,orofthephilosophic
evolutionist,ofaworldpeopledbymyriadsofhappyaltruistsbounding
frombathtobreakfast-room,illuminedandilluminingbytheirhealthy
andmutualsmiles,differsfromtheearlierfanciesofAsgardandthe
IslesoftheBlest,notinheightenednobilityandreasonableness,but
indiminishedbeautyandpoetry.Thedreamofunendingprogressis
vainasthedreamofunendingregress.[4]

Criticsofliteratureandphilosophyhaveoftenremarkedhowsterile
aretheeffortstodelineateastateofperfectandlong-continued
bliss,evenwhenaDanteoraMiltonundertakesthetask,comparedwith
delineationsoftormentandendlesswoe.AndAeschylushasremarked,
andLaRochefoucauldandHelvetiusbearhimout,howmucheasieraman
findstheefforttosympathizewithanother'smiserythantorejoicein
hisjoy.

Suchcontrastsaredue,nottoafalteringimagination,nortothe
depravityofthehumanheart.Theyaretherecognitionbythedark
Unconscious,whichinsincerityofvisionevertranscendsthe
Conscious,thatinman'slifetruthdwellsnotwithfelicity,thatto
thesoulimprisonedinTimeandSpace,whetheramongstthestarsoron
thisearth,perfectpeaceisamockery.ButinTime,miseryisthe
soul'sfamiliar,anguishisthegateoftruth,andthehighestmoments
ofblissare,astheSocratesofPlatoaffirms,negative.Theyarethe
momentsofoblivion,whenthemanaclesofTimefalloff,whetherfrom
stressofagonyordelightormereweariness.Thereforewith
stammeringlipsmancongratulatesjoy,buttheresponseofgriefto
griefisquickandfromtheheart,sanctionedbytheUnconscious;
thereforeintheportraitureofHeavenartfails,butinthatofHell
succeeds.

ItisnotinTimethattheeternalcanfindrest,norinSpacethatthe
infinitecanfindrepose,andasillusionfollowslostillusion,the
soulofmandoesbutthemorecompletelyrealizethewonderineffable
oftheonlyreality,theEternalNow.

--3.THEFOURPERIODSOFMODERNHISTORYANDTHEIRIDEALS

Thedeepeningofthisconceptionofman'sdestinyasbeginninginthe
InfiniteandintheInfiniteending,isoneoftheprofoundestandmost
significantfeaturesofthepresentage.Itsdominionoverart,
literature,religion,cannolongerescapeus.Itisthedominantnote
ofthelastofthefourgreatagesorepochsintowhichthehistoryof
thethoughtofmodernEurope,inanever-ascendingscale,divides
itself.Abriefreviewofthesefourepochswillbestprepareusfora



considerationofthepresentpositionofBritain,andoftherelations
ofitsempiretotheactualconditionsofEuropeandhumanity.

TheFirstAgeiscontrolledbytheSaintlyIdeal.TheEuropeanofthat
ageisavisionary.Theunseenworldistohimmorerealthanthe
seen,andartandpoetryexistbuttodecoratethepilgrimageofthe
soulfromearthtoheaven.ThenewJerusalemwhichTertulliansaw
nightbynightdescendinthesunset;thecityofGod,whoseshining
battlementsSaintAugustinebeheldgleamthroughthesmokeofthe
world-conflagrationoftheeraofAlaricandAttila,ofVandaland
Goth,FrankandHun;theDayofWrathandJudgmentwhichlatertimes
lookedforwardtoascertainlyastothecomingofspring,arebut
phasesofonepervadingaspiration,onepassioningcryofthesoul.

Buttheillusionwhichluresonthatagefadeswhentheasceticzealof
thesaintisfrustratedbythejoyoflife,andthecrusader'svalour
isbrokenontheMoslemlances,andthescholastic'sindefatigable
pursuitofaharmonizing,areconcilingwordofreasonandoffaith,
hisardournotlessloftythanthecrusader'stopiercethe
ever-thickeninghostofdoubts,discords,fears,fallallinruins,in
accepteddefeatorinformulateddespair.

WiththeSecondAgeanewillusionarises,the_Wahn_ofreligious
freedom.TheidealwhichRometaughttheworld,uponwhichsaint,
crusader,andscholarbuilttheirhopes,turnedtoashes--butshallnot
thehumansoulfindthehavenofitsrestinfreedomfromRome,inthe
purefaithofprimitivetimes? Whenthelastofthescholasticswas
beingsilencedbyapapaledictandtheconsciousnessofahopeless
task,thefirstofthenewscholarswasusheringintheworld-dramaof
fourcenturies.

Theworld-historicsignificanceoftheReformationliesintheeffort
oftheEuropeanmindtopierce,atleastinthesphereofReligion,
nearertothetruth.Thesuccessivephasesofthisstrugglemaybe
comparedtoavasttetralogy,withaPreludeofwhichtheactorsand
settingareHussandJerome,theCouncilofConstanceandSigismund,
thetraitoroftraitors,whogaveJohnHuss"thewordofaking,"and
Huss,solitaryatthestake,whentheflameswrappedhimaround,
learnedthevalueofthewordofaking.MartinLutheristhe
protagonistofthefirstofthefourgreatdramasthatfollow.Its
themeistheconsecrationofmantosincerityinhisrelationstoGod.
There,evenatthehazardofdeath,thetongueshallutterwhatthe
heartthinks.

Theseconddramaisnamed_IgnatiusLoyola_;thethemeisnotless
absorbing--"Artthouthensosureofthetruthandofthysincerity,O
mybrother?" Whateverhisfollowersmayhavebecome,DonInigoremains
oneofthemostbafflingenigmasthathistoricalpsychologyoffers.
FromhisgraveherulestheCouncil,andtheTridentineDecreesarethe
acknowledgmentofhisunseensovereignty.

Whattragicshapesariseandcrowdthestageofthethirddrama--Thurn,
Ferdinand,Tilly,Wallenstein,Richelieu,Gustavus,Conde,Oxenstiern!
Andwhenthelastactorsofthefourthdrama,theconflictbetween
moribundJesuitismandProtestantismgrownarrogantandprosperous,lay



asidetheirmasksintheworld'sgreattiring-roomofdeath,anewAge
inworld-historyhasbegun.

Asreligiousfreedomisthe_Wahn_oftheReformationdrama,soitis
inpoliticalfreedomthattheEternalIllusionnowincarnatesitself.
Letmanbefree,letmanthroughouttheearthattaintheunfettereduse
ofallhisfaculties,andheaven'slightwilloncemorefillallthe
darkplacesoftheworld!Thisisthenewavatar,thistheglad
tidingswhichannouncetheFrenchRevolutionandtheThirdAge.Of
thisideal,thefaithinwhichtheFrenchGirondinsdieisthemost
perfectexpression.WhatisthisfaithforwhichCondorcetandhis
partyperish,somebypoison,somebythesword,somebythe
guillotine,someinbattle,butallbyviolentdeaths--Vergniaud,
Roland,Barbaroux,Brissot,Barnave,Gensonne,Petion,Buzot,Isnard?
"OhLiberty,whatcrimesaredoneinthyname!"wasnotareproach,
but,inthegladnessofthemartyr'sdeathwhichconsecratedallthe
life,itwasthewonder,thedisquietofamomentyetsureofitspeace
insomedeeperreconcilement.Beholdhowstrongistheirfaith!Marie
Antoinettehasherfaith,theinjunctionofherpriest,"Whenindoubt
orinaffliction,thinkofCalvary." YetthehairoftheQueen
whitens,herspiritdespairs.TheGirondinistqueenclimbingthe
scaffold,notlessaloverofloveandoflifethanMarie
Antoinette--whatnervesher? Itisthestarofthefutureandthe
memoryofVergniaud'sphrase,"Posterity? Whathavewetodowith
posterity? Perishourmemory,butletFrancebefree!"

Howfreearetheirsouls,whatnobilityshinesintheeyesofthese
men,light-steppingtotheirdoom,immortallyserene,thesemartyrs,
witnessestoanidealnotlesspure,notlessloftythanthoseother
twoforwhichsaintandreformerdied!Andtheirbattle-march,which
isalsotheirhymnofdeath,Shelleyhascomposedit,thechoralchant,
thevisionofthefutureoftheworld,whichcloses_Hellas_.

Thisfaith,inwhichtheGirondinsliveanddieisthehope,thefaith
thatslowlyarisesinEuropethroughtheeighteenthcentury,in
politicalfreedomastheregenerator,asthesalvationoftheworld.
VoltaireannouncesthecomingoftheThirdAge--"Blessedaretheyoung,
fortheireyesshallbeholdit"--andupontheruinsoftheBastille
CharlesJamesFoxseesitarise."Byhowmuch,"hewritestoafriend,
"isnotthisthegreatesteventinthehistoryoftheworld!" Its
presenceshakesthesteadfastheartofGoethelikeareed.Wordsworth,
Schiller,Chateaubriandpledgethemselvesitshierophants--foratime!
The_Wahn_offreedom,theeternalillusion,thedreamofthehuman
heart!FirsttoFrance,thentoEurope,thentoalltheearth--Freedom!

ThisisthefaithforwhichtheGirondinsperish,andindyingbequeath
tothenineteenthcenturythetheoryofman'sdestinywhichinformsits
poetry,itsspeculativescience,itssystematicphilosophy.Itisthe
faithofShelleyandofFichte,ofHerbartandofComte,ofJohnStuart
Mill,Lassaulx,Quinet,notlessthanofTennyson,lastofthe
Girondins.FortheidealoftheThirdAge,freedom,knowledge,the
federationoftheworld,passesastheidealsoftheFirstandofthe
SecondAgepass.Notinpoliticalanymorethaninreligiousfreedom
couldman'sunrestfindapanacea.Thenewheavensandthenewearth
whichVoltaireproclaimedvanishedlikethecitywhichTertulliansaw



beyondthesunset.

Andknowledge--ofwhatavailisknowledge?--ortoscantheabyssesof
spaceandsearchthedepthsoftime? Iftheutmostdreamsofscience,
andallthemoralandpoliticalaimsofGirondinismwererealized,if
thefoundationsoflifeandofbeingwerelaidbare,ifthecurveof
everystarweretraced,itslawsdetermined,anditsstructure
analysed,iftherevolutionsofthisglobefromitsfirsthour,andthe
annalsofallthesystemsthatwheelinspace,werebysomemiracle
broughtwithinourscrutiny--itstillwouldleavethespirit
unsatisfiedaswhenthesecrystalwallsdidfirstenvironits
infinitude.

Thedefects,thenobility,andthebeautyoftheidealoftheThirdAge
areconspicuousinthegreatlastworkofCondorcet.AsMirabeau,the
intellectualCatilineofhisage,istheprotagonistofRebellion,that
principlewhichhasdrawnthedeepestutterancesfromtheworld-soul,
fromJobtoPrometheusandFarinata,soCondorcet,whosecountenancein
itshighandgentlebenevolenceseemstheveryexpressionofthat
_bienfaisance_whichtheAbbedeSaint-Pierremadefashionable,maybe
styledthehigh-priestofGirondinism,andhecarrieshisfaithbeyond
thegrave,hallowingthealtarofFreedomwithhisblood.Inovera
hundredpamphletsduringthefouryearsofhislifeasaRevolutionist,
Condorcetdisseminateshisideas--fortnightlypamphlets,manyofthem
evennowworthreading,lightingupnowthis,nowthataspectofhis
faith--kingship,slavery,thedestinyofman,twoHouses,assignats,
educationofthepeople,finance,therightsofman,economics,free
trade,therightsofwomen,theProgressoftheHumanMind.Itisin
thislast,writtenwiththeshadowofdeathuponhim,thatthecentral
thoughtofhissystemisdeveloped.Hemayhavederiveditfrom
Turgot,[5]hismaster,andthesubjectofoneofhisnoblest
biographies,buthegaveitaconsecrationofhisown,andlater
writershavedonelittlemorethanelaborate,vary,orreduceto
scientificruleandlinehislivingthought.Wheretheymostare
faithful,therehisfollowersaregreatest.

InthetheoryofevolutionCondorcet'sprinciplesappeartofind
scientificexpressionandwarrant,butitispathetictoobservethe
speculativescienceofamodernsystematizeradvancingthroughvolume
aftervolumewiththecumbrousbutmassiveforceofatraction-engine,
onlytofindrestatlastinavisionofUtopiasomecenturieshence,
tediousastheParadiseofmediaevalpoetsorthefabulousEdensof
earliertimes.

Indeed,theconceptionoftheinfiniteperfectibilityofman,andofan
eternalprogress,carrieditsowndoominthefamiliarobservationthat
therewhereprogresscanbetraced,therethedivineisleastimmanent.
Adistinguishedstatesmanandwriter,andabelieverinevolution,
recentlyavowedhisperplexitythatanagelikethepresent,whichhas
inventedsteam,electricity,andthekinematograph,shouldinpainting
andpoetrynotsurpasstheRenaissance,norinsculpturetheageof
Phidias.Insuchperplexityisitnotasifoneheardagainthethreat
ofMummius,charginghiscrewtogivegoodheedtothestatuesof
Praxiteles,ontheperilofreplacingthemifbroken!



Goethe,asthewrecksofhisdramaonLibertyprove,feltthemightof
theidealoftheThirdAgewithallthevibratingemotionwhichgenius
imparts.[6]Buthewasthefirsttodiscoveritshollowness,andbade
theworld,inepigramorinprosetale,inlyricorindrama,toseek
itspeacewherehehimselfhadfoundit,inArt.Sothelabourofthe
scientifictheorist,negativelybeneficentbytheimpulsionofman's
spiritbeyondscience,bringsalsoarewardofitsowntothedevotee.
ThesunofArtfallsinakindoftwilightuponhissoul,working
obscurelyinwords,andthendoeshemostknowtheUnknowablewhen,in
thepassionofself-imposedignorance,herisestoakindofeloquence
inproclaimingitsunknowableness.GlimmeringsfromtheEternalvisit
theobscurestudywherethesoulintravailrecordspatientlythe
incidentsofTime,andelaboratesatheoryofman'shistoryasifit
wereframedtoendlikeanAdelphimelodramaorathree-volumenovel.

--4.THEIDEALOFTHEFOURTHAGE

Butfromthoseveryfailures,thosedissatisfactions,theidealofthe
FourthAgeisborn,andthelawofagreaterprogressdivined.Forthe
soul,revoltingatlastagainstthefleetingillusionsoftime,the
deceivingEdensofsaint,reformer,andrevolutionist,freedomfromthe
body,freedomfromreligious,orfreedomfrompoliticaloppression,
setssteadilytowardsthelodestarofitsbeing,whoserisingisnotin
TimenoritsgoingdowninSpace.Norisitinknowledge,whetherof
thecausesofthings,oroftheachievementsofstatesmen,warriors,
legislators,thatthepeaceoftheinfiniteistobefound,butina
visionofthatwhichwaswhenTimeandCausewerenot.Then
instructionandthemassedtreasuresofknowledge,establishedor
theoretic,concerningthepastandthefutureoftheplanetonwhich
manplayshispart,orofotherplanetsonwhichotherformsofbeing
playtheirparts,doindeeddissolveandarerolledtogetherlikea
scroll.TheTimeless,theInfinite,likeaburstofclearether,an
azureexpansewashedofclouds,luresonthedelightedspirit,tranced
inecstasy.

Forthesymbolofthisuniverseandofman'sdestinyisnotthe
prolongationofaline,norofgroupsoflinesorganicallyco-ordinate,
but,asitwere,asphereshapenfromwithinandmouldedbythat
Presencewhoseimmanence,everintensifying,istheThoughtwhichtime
realizesastheDeed.Manlookstothefutureandthecomingof
Eternity.HowshalltheEternalcomeortheInfinitebefaroff?
Behold,theEternalis_now_,andtheInfiniteis_here_.Andifthe
high-uprearedarchitectureofthestars,andthechangingfabricofthe
worlds,bebutshadows,andthepageantryoftimebutadream,yetthe
dreamerandthedreamareGod.

IfallbeIllusion,yetthisfaiththatallisIllusioncanbenone.
TheretherealmofIllusionends,hereRealitybegins.Andthusthe
spiritofman,havingtouchedthemother-abyss,arisesvictoriousin
defeattofixitsgazeatlast,steadfastandcalm,upontheEternal.

SuchisthedistinctionoftheFourthAge,whoselightisallaboutus,
floodinginfromtheeasternwindowsyonderlikeagreatdawn.Man's



spirit,tutoredbylostillusionafterlostillusion,advancestoan
everdeeperreality.Therace,too,liketheindividualandthe
nation,issubjecttotheLawofTragedy.Oncemore,inthewayofa
thousandyears,itknowsthatitisnotintime,norinanycunning
manipulationorextensionofthethingsoftime,thatMantheTimeless
canfindthewordwhichsumshisdestiny,andspurningatthephantoms
ofspace,saveastheygrantaccesstotheSpaceless,castsitselfback
uponGod,andinart,thought,andactionpiercestotheInfinite
throughthefinite.

Thismysticattribute,this_elan_ofthesoul,discoversafellowship
inthinkerswideapartincircumstanceandmentalenvironment.Itis,
forinstance,thetraitwhichSchopenhauer,Tourgenieff,[7]Flaubert,
andCarlylepossessincommon[8].Thesemenarenotasothersoftheir
time,butprophetvoicesthatannouncetheFourth,thelatestAge,
whosedawnhaslaiditshandupontheeasternhills.

TherestlessimaginationofFlaubert,fusedfromthebloodofthe
Norsemen,plungesintooneperiodafteranother,Carthage,theRomeof
theCaesars,Syria,Egypt,andGalilee,theunchangingEast,andthe
monotonyinchangeoftheWest,pursuingtheoneVisioninmanyforms,
theVisionwhichleadsonCarlylefromstagetostageofacourse
curiouslysimilar.Flauberthasawiderrangeandmorevaried
sympathiesthanCarlyle,andinintensityofvisionoccasionally
surpasseshim.Botharemystics,visionaries,fromtheiryouth;butin
ethicsFlaubertseemstoattainataboundthepointofviewwhichthe
draggingyearsalonerevealedtoCarlyle.

ThechapteronthedeathofFredericktheGreatreadslikeapassage
fromthe_Correspondance_ofFlaubertinhisfirstmanhood.InSaint
Antoine,Flaubertfoundthesecretofthesamemysticinspirationas
CarlylefoundinCromwell.Tothebroodingsoulofthehermit,asto
thatofthewarriorofJehovah,whatisearth,whataretheshapesof
time? Man'spathistotheEternal--_demGrabehinan_--andfromthe
studyoftheRevolutionof1848Flaubertariseswiththesame
embitteredinsightasmarksthecloseof"FredericktheGreat."

Andif,insuchlaterworksasFlaubert's_BouvardetPecuchet_andthe
_Latter-DayPamphlets_ofCarlyle,onlythedifferencebetweenthetwo
mindsisapparent,thedifferenceis,afterall,butadifferencein
temperament.Itisthecontrastbetweentheimpassivealoofnessofthe
artist,andthepersonalandintrusivevehemenceoftheprophet.

Thestructuralthought,theessentialemotionofthetwoworksarethe
same--therevoltofasoulwhoseimpulsesareeverbeyondthefinite
andthetransient,againstaworldimmersedinthefiniteandthe
transient.Hencethederision,thebitterscorn,orthelaughterwith
whichtheycoverthepretensions,thehypocrisies,theloudclaimsof
modernscienceandmechanicalinvention.Butwhethersurveyedwith
contemplativecalm,orproclaimedwithpassionateremonstrancetoan
unheedinggeneration,thelifevisionofthesetwomenisoneandthe
same--"theeternities,theimmensities."[9]

Andthissamepassionfortheinfiniteistheinformingthoughtof
Wagner'stone-dramasandTschaikowsky'ssymphonies.Love'smysteryis



deepenedbythemysteryofdeath,anditssplendourhasanaddedtouch
bythebreathofthegrave.Thedesireoftheinfinitegreatensthe
beautyofthefiniteandlightsitssanctuarywithasupernatural
radiance.Allknowledgetherebecomeswonder.Truthisnotknown,but
thesoulisthereinverydeedpossessedbytheTruth,andisonewith
iteternally.

Ibsen'sprotestagainstlimitedhorizons,againsttheorists,
formulists,socialcodes,conventions,derivesitsjusticefromthe
worthlessnessofthoseconventions,codes,theories,inthelightof
theinfinite.Theachievementsinartmostdistinctiveofthepresent
age--thepaintingsofCourbet,Whistler,Degas,forinstance--proclaim
thesamecreativeprinciple,theunsubstantialityofsubstance,the
immaterialityofmatter,themutabilityofallthatseemsmostfixed,
theunrealityofallthings,savethatwhichwasoncetheemblemof
unreality,theplayoflineandcolour,andtheirimpressionuponthe
retinaoftheeye."IfIlivetobeahundred,Ishallbeabletodraw
aline,"saidHokousai.Itwasasifhehadsaid,"Ishallbeableto
createaworld."

ThepressingeffectsofImperialisminsuchanenvironment,itsswift
influencesuponthelifeofanagethusconditioned,thussharply
definedfromallprecedingages,areofanimportwhichitwouldbe
hardtoover-estimate.Thenationundoweredwithsuchanideal,
menacedwithextinctionorwithagradualdepressiontotherankofa
protectednationality,passeseasily,asinFranceandHollandandin
thehighergradesofRussiansociety,tothesideofpoliticaland
commercialindifferentism,ofartisticorliterarycosmopolitanism.

Buttoaracedoweredwiththegeniusforempire,itrescuespolitics
fromthetaintoflocalortransientdesigns,andimpartstopublic
affairsandthethingsofStatethatelevationwhichwastheir
characteristicintheRomeofVirgilandtheEnglandofCromwell.For
notonlythelifeoftheindividual,butthelifeofStates,isbythis
conceptionrobedinsomethingofitsinitialwonder.These,the
individualandtheState,aswehaveseen,arebutseparatephases,
aspectsofonethought,thatthoughtwhichintheUniverseisrealized.

Andthetransformationsinman'sconceptionofhisrelationstothe
divineareinturnfraughtwithconsequencetotheidealofimperialism
itself.Lifeisgreatened.Theardouroftheperiodsofhistorymost
memorableawakensagaininman,thereverenceoftheMiddleAge,the
energyoftheRenaissance.AhighermoodthanthatoftheEnglandof
CromwellhasarisenupontheEnglandofto-day.Man'struepeaceis
notinthefinite,butintheinfinite;yetinthefinitethereisa
worktobedone,withthehighdisregardofaracewhichlooks,notto
thejudgmentofmen,butofangels,whoseappealisnottotheopinion
oftheworld,butofGod.

Hereatthecloseofacentury,sidebysideexistingaretwoideals,
onepolitical,theotherreligious,"adivinephilosophyofthemind,"
inAlgernonSidney'sphrase--howcantheissueandeventbeotherthan
auspicioustothisempireandtothisgenerationofmen? AsPuritanism
seemedbornfortheidealofConstitutionalEngland,sothisidealof
theFourthEpochseemsborntobethefaithofImperialEngland.



BehindCromwell'sarmieswasthefaithofCalvin,thephilosophyofthe
"Institutes";behindtheFrenchRevolutionthethoughtofRousseauand
Voltaire;butinthisideal,athought,aspeculativevision,deeper,
widerinrangethanCalvin'sorRousseau's,is,witheveryhourthat
passes,addingaserenerlife,anenergymoreprofound.

--5.THE"ACT"ANDTHE"THOUGHT"

Carlyle'sexaltationofthe"deed"abovethe"word,"ofactionabove
speech,doesnotexhaustitsmeaninginsettingthemanofdeeds,the
soldierorthepolitician,abovethethinkerortheartist.Itisan
affirmationofthegloryofthesoleActor,theDramatistoftheWorld,
the_Demiourgos_,whoseactionsareatoncethedeedsandthethoughts
ofmen."ImAnfangwardieThat." The"deed"isnearertheeternal
fountainthanthe"word";though,ontheotherhand,inthisorthat
workofarttheremayconvergemoreraysfromtheprimalsourcethanin
thisorthatdeed.Inpainting,thatimpressionismwhichlovesthe
linefortheline'ssake,thetintforthetint'ssake,owesits
emotion,sincereoraffected,tothesameenergyofthesamedivine
thoughtasthatfromwhichthebaserenthusiasmofthesubject-painter
flows.AconsciousnessofthesametruthrevealsitselfinWagner's
lifelongstruggle,splendidlyheroic,toweldtheartofartsinto
living,pulsingunionwiththe"deed,"theactionanditssetting,from
which,insuchaworkas_Tristan_,oras_Parsifal_,thatart's
ecstasyormysteryderives.

Inthegreatcrisesoftheworldthepreliminaryactionshavealways
beenindefinite,hesitating,orobscure.Indefinitenessisfarfrom
provingtheinsincerityortransiencyofImperialismasanideal."A
man,"saysOliverCromwell,"nevergoessofaraswhenhedoesnotknow
whitherheisgoing." WhatCromwellmeantwasthat,inthegreathours
oflife,thesupernatural,theillimitable,thrustsitselfbetweenman
andthelimited,preciseendsofcommondays.Uponsuchasubject
Cromwellhastherighttospeak.Greathimself,hewasthecauseof
thegreatnessthatwasinothers.Butinallthingsitwasstill
Jehovahthatworkedinhim.Deeplypenetratedwiththisbelief,
Cromwellhadthegiftofmakinghisarmieslivehislife,thinkhis
thought.Eachsoldier,horseorfoot,wasawarriorofGod.

Man'ssevering,isolatingintelligenceisinthesemomentsmergedin
thedivineintelligence;butinsubjection,thenisitmostfree.The
consciousislostintheunconsciousforcewhichworksbehindthe
world.Theindividualwillstandsaside.TheWilloftheuniverse
advances.Precisionofdesignandpurposeareshroudedinthatdark
backgroundofGreektragedy,onwhichtheformsofgodsandheroes,in
mortalorimmortalbeauty,weresketched,subjectinalltheirdoings
tothishigh,dread,andausterepower.

Soofempires,ofraces,andofnations.Aracenevergoessofaras
whenitknowsnotwhitheritisgoing,when,risinginthe
consciousnessofitsdestinyatlast,andseeingasyetbutalittle
wayinfront,itadvances,performsthattaskasifitwereitsfinal
task,asifnoothertaskwasreservedforitbytimeorbynature.



ConsciousnessofdestinyistheconsciousnessofthewillofGodandof
thedivinepurposes.Itistheidentityofthedesireoftheracewith
thedesireoftheworld-soul,anditmovestowardsitsgoalwiththe
motionoftidesandofplanets.

Thereforewheninthoughtwesummonupremembranceofthoseempiresof
thepast,Assyria,Egypt,Babylon,Hellas,Rome,andIslam,orthose
empiresofnearertimes,Charles's,Napoleon's,Akbar's,whenwethrow
ourselvesbackinimaginationacrossthenightoftime,endeavouringto
livethroughtheirrevolutions,andfrontwitheachinturntheblack
portalsofthefuture--whatimageisthiswhichofitselfstartswithin
themind? Isitnottheprocessionofthegladiatorsandthe
amphitheatreofRome?

Romebeyondallraceshadtheinstinctoftragicgrandeurinstateand
publiclife,andbythatinstinctevenhercrueltyisattimeselevated
throughthepageantryorimpressivecircumstanceamidwhichitis
enacted.Doesnotthisvaultthen,archingaboveus,appearbutasa
vastamphitheatre? Andtowardsthemortalarenatheempiresofthe
world,onebyone,defilepastthehigh-upreared,dark,andawful
thronewheresitsDestiny--thephalanxofMacedon,theRomanlegion,
theblackbanneroftheAbbassides,thejewelledmailofAkbar's
chivalry,andtheOttoman'screscentmoon.Andtheirresolution,
serene,implacable,sublime,istheresolutionofthegladiators,"Ave,
imperator,morituritesalutant!Hail,Caesar,thoseabouttodie
salutethee!"

Andwhenthevisionsinks,dissolving,andnighthasoncemorewithin
itskeepingcuirassandspearandthecaparisonsofwar,theoppressed
mindisbesetasbyaheavysound,gatheringupfromtheabysses,
deeper,moredreadandmysteriousthanthedeath-marchofheroes--the
funeralmarchoftheempiresoftheworld,therequiemoffaiths,dead
yetnotdead,ofcreeds,institutions,religions,governments,
laws--tillthroughTime'sshadowstheEternalbreaks,insilence
sweeterthanallmusic,inadarknessbeyondalllight.

--6.BRITAIN'SWORLD-MISSION:THEWITNESSOFTHEDEADTOTHEMANDATE
OFTHEPRESENT

Yetwitharesolutionasdeep-heartedasthegladiator'sitisfor
anothercauseanduntootherendsthattheempiresoftheworldhave
striven,fulfilledtheirdestinyanddisappeared,thatthisEmpireof
Britainnowstrives,fulfillingitsdestiny.Fixedinherresolve,the
willofGodbehindher,whitherisherimmediatecourse? Thenarrow
spaceofthepathinfrontofherthatisdiscernibleeven
dimly--whitherdoesittendorappeartotend?

EmpiresaresuccessiveincarnationsoftheDivineideas,andbya
principlewhich,initsuniversalityandomnipotenceintheframeof
Nature,seemsitselfanattributeoftheDivine,theprincipleof
conflict,theseideasrealizetheirendsinandthroughconflict.The
scientificformwhichitassumesinthehypothesisofevolutionisbut



thepragmaticexpressionofthismystery.Hereisthemetaphysical
basisoftheLawofTragedy,theprofoundestlawinhumanlife,in
humanart,inhumanaction.Andthusthatlaw,which,asIpointed
out,throwsavividlightuponthefirstessentialtransformationin
thelife-historyofaStatedoweredwithempire,offersusitsaidin
interpretingthelasttransformationofall.

Thehigherfreedomofmanintheworldofaction,andreverieinthe
domainofthought,arebuttwoaspectsoftheideawhichImperial
Britainincarnates,justasGreekfreedomandbeautywereaspectsof
theideaincarnateinHellas.

Thespacesofthepastarestrewnwiththewrecksofdeadempires,as
theabysseswherethestarswanderarestrewnwiththedustofvanished
systems,sunkwithoutasoundinthehavocoftheaeons.Butthe
Divinepressesontoeverdeeperrealizations,alikethroughvanished
racesandthroughvanisheduniverses.

BritainislayingthefoundationsofStatesunborn,civilizations
undreamedtillnow,asRomeinthedaysofTacituswaslayingthe
foundationsofStatesandcivilizationsunknown,andbyhimdarkly
imagined.ForJusticementurntotheStateinwhichJusticehasno
altar,[10]Freedomnotemple;butahigherthanJustice,andagreater
thanFreedom,hasinthatStateitseverlastingseat.Throughouther
bounds,inthecityorontheopenplain,intheforestorinthe
village,underthetropicorinthefrozenzone,hersubjectsshall
findJusticeandFreedomastheliberalair,sothatenfranchisedthus,
andtheunfettereduseofallhisfacultiessecured,eachmayfulfil
hisbeing'ssupremelaw.

Thehighest-mountedthought,thesoul'scompleteattainment,likethe
summitsofthehills,canbethepossessiononlyofthefew,butthe
pathsthatleadthitherthisempireshallopentothedaringclimber.
HumanityhaslefttheCalvinistandJacobinbehind.AndthusBritain
shallbecomethenameofanidealaswellasthedesignationofarace,
thedescriptionofanattitudeofmindaswellasoftraitsofblood.

Europehaspassedfromtheconceptionofanoutwardlycomposedunityof
religionandgovernmenttotheconceptionoftheinnerunitywhichis
compatiblewithoutwardvariationsincreeds,inmanners,inreligions,
insocialinstitutions.Harmony,notuniformity,isNature'send.

Dante,astheyearsadvancedandthepoetwithinhimthrustasidethe
Ghibellinepolitician,theauthorofthe_DeMonarchia_,discernedthis
evermoreclearly.Contemplatingtheempiresofthepast,hefeltthe
DivinemysterythereincarnateasprofoundlyasPolybius.Inthe
fourteenthcenturyhedarestoseeintheRomanpeoplearacenotless
divinelymissionedthantheHebrew.Thoughcontemporaryofthe
generationwhosefathershadseentheInquisitionfounded,yetlikean
Arab_soufi_,Dante,thepoetofmediaevalism,pointstothespotof
lightfar-off,insufferablyradiant,yetinfinitelyminute,thesource
andcentreofallfaiths,allcreeds,allreligions,ofthisuniverse
itself,andallthedesiresofmen.Inanagewhichsilencedthe
scholasticshefoundedHellinthe_Ethics_ofAristotle,asona
tracedplan,andhewhoinhischildhoodhadheardthestoryofthe



greatdefeat,andofthelastofthecrusadingkingsbornehomewardson
hisbier,darescresthisParadisewiththedearestimagesofArab
poetry,thelovelinessofflameandthesweetnessoftherose.

Whatdoesthisimport,unlessthatalreadythemutualharmoniesofthe
wideearthandofthestarshadtouchedhislisteningsoul,that
alreadyhewhostayedtohearCasellasingheardfaroffadiviner
music,thetonesoftheeverlastingsymphonyplayedbythegreat
MusicianoftheWorld,thechordswhereofarethedeedsofempires,the
achievementsoftheheroesofhumanity,anditsmostmysterious
cadencesarethethoughts,thefaiths,theloftiestutterancesofthe
mindofman?

Andtothepresentage,whatanexhortationisimplicitinthisthought
ofDante's!Nounity,nobondamongstmenissostrongasthatwhich
isbasedonreligion.Patriotism,classprejudices,tiesofaffection,
allbreakbeforeitspresence.Whatalightiscastuponthedeeper
placesofthehumanheartbythehistoryofJesuitisminthe
seventeenthcentury!Geniusforreligionisrareasotherformsof
geniusarerare,yetbothinthelifeoftheindividualandofthe
Stateitsrankisprimary.Inthesoul,religionmarksthemeridianof
thedivine.Byitsremotenessfromornearnesstothisthevalueof
allelseinlifeistested.Andthereisnothingwhicharacewillnot
morewillinglysurrenderthanitsreligion.Theracewhichchangesits
religioniseitherveryyoung,quicktoreverenceagreaterrace,and
ardentforallexperiment,orveryold,madeindifferentbyexperience
orneglectfulbydespair.

Intheconceptionatwhichshehasatlastarrived,andinherpresent
attitudetowardsthisforce,Britainmayjustlyclaimtorepresent
humanity.Shecombinestheutmostreverenceforherownfaithwith
sympatheticintelligenceforthefaithsofothers.Andconfrontingher
atthishouroftheworld'shistoryisataskhigherthanthetaskof
Akbar,andmoreauspicious.Akbar'sdesignwasindeedlofty,and
worthyofthatgreatspirit;butitwasahopelessdesign.Theforms,
thecreedswhichhavebeenimposedfromwithoutuponareligionareno
integralpartofthatreligion'slife.Evenwhenbytheprogressof
theyearstheyhavebecometransfusedbytheformativeinfluenceswhich
timeandthesufferingsorthehopesofmensupply,theychangeorare
castasidewithoutorganicconvulsionormenacetothelifeitself.
Buttheformsandembodimentswhichadivinethoughtintheprocessof
itsownirresistibleandmightygrowthassumes--thesearebeyondthe
touchofouterthings,andevadetheshapinghandofman.Inseparable
fromthethoughtwhichthey,asitwere,reincarnate,theirlife
changesbutwithitslife,andtogethertheyrecedeintothedivine
whencetheycame.Theefforttoextracttheinmosttruth,tearingaway
theformwhichbyanobscureyetinviolateprocesshascrystallized
aroundit,islikebreakingastatuetodiscoverthelovelinessofits
loveliness.Akbarwouldhaveasquicklyreachedthecreativethought,
the_idea_enshrinedintheAtheneofPhidias,theimmortalcauseof
itspower,bydestroyingtheform,ashaveseveredthedivinethought
immanentintheMagianorHindoofaithsfromtheirintegralembodiments.

ButagreatertaskawaitsBritain.Amongtheracesoftheearthwhose
fateisalreadydependent,orwithinabriefperiodwillbedependent



uponEurope,whatempireistoaidthem,movingwithnature,toattain
thatharmonywhichDantediscerned? Whatempire,disregardingthe
mediaevalideal,theefforttoimposeuponthemsystems,rites,
institutions,creeds,towhichtheyarebynature,bytheirhistory,by
inheritedprideinthetraditionsofthepast,hostileorinvincibly
opposed,willadventurethenew,theloftierenterpriseofdeveloping
allthatispermanentanddivinewithintheirowncivilizations,
institutions,rites,andcreeds? Natureandthedeadshalllendtheir
unseenbutmightyalliancetosuchpurposes!ThuswillBritainturnto
theusesofhumanitythevalourorthefortunewhichhasbroughtthe
religionsofIndiaandthepowerofIslambeneathhersway.

Thecontinentsoftheworldnolongercontainisolatedracessevered
fromeachotherbythebarriersofnature,mutualignorance,orthe
artificesofman,butvastmasses,movingintoever-deepening
intimacies,imitations,mutuallyinfluencedandinfluencing.Mangrows
conscioustohimselfasone,andtorepresentthisconsciousnessonthe
roundearth,asRomedidoncerepresentitonthishalftheworld,to
beamongsttheracesofalltheearthwhatHildebranddreamedthe
NormansmightbeamongstthenationsofEurope,isnotthisatask
exaltedenoughtoquickenthemostsluggishzeal,themostretrograde
"patriotism"? Forwithoutsuchmediation,misunderstanding,envy,
hate,mistruststillerectbarriersbetweentheracesofmankindmore
impassablethancontinentsorseasorthegreatwallofCh'inChi.
Thisisapartnotforthefuturemerely,itisonetowhichBritainis
alreadybyherpastcommitted.Thetaskisgreat,forbetween
civilizationandbarbarism,thevanguardandtherearguardofhumanity,
suspicion,rivalry,andwarareundying.FromthistheGreekdivision
ofmankindintoHellenesandBarbariansderiveswhateverjusticeit
possesses.

Inthosedirectionsandtowardsthosehighendeavoursamongstthe
subjectswithinherowndominion,andthenceamongsttheracesand
religionsoftheworld,theshortspacethatisilluminedofthepath
infrontofBritaindoesunmistakablylead.Everyyear,everymonth
thatpasses,isfraughtwithimportofthehighandsingulardestiny
whichawaitsthisrealm,thisempire,andthisrace.Theactions,the
purposesofotherempiresandraces,seembuttoillustratethe
actions,thepurposesofthisempire,andthedistinctionofits
relationstoHumanity.

Faithfultoherpast,inconflictforthishighcause,ifBritainfall,
itwillatleastbeasthatheroofthe_Iliad_fell,"doingsome
memorablething." Werenotthisnoblerthanbyovermuchwisdomto
incurthetaunt,_proptervitamvivendiperderecausas_,orthatcast
byDanteathimwhotofate'ssummonsreturned"thegreatrefusal,"_a
Diospiacentieda'nemicisui_,"hatefultoGodandtotheenemiesof
God"? Thenationsoftheearthponderouractionatthiscrisis,and
byourvacillationorresolutiontheyareupliftedordejected;whilst,
intheirinvisibleabodes,thespiritsofthedeadofourracearein
suspensetillthehazardbemadeandthegloriousmeedbesecured,in
triumphordefeat,toeternity.

Therearecrisesinhistorywhenitisnotmerelyfittingtoremember
thedead.Theirdeedslivewithuscontinually,andarenotsomuch



thingsremembered,asintegralpartsofourlife,mouldingthethought
ofeveryhour.InsuchcrisesaSenateofthedeadwerethetruest
counsellorsoftheliving,fortheyalonecouldwithconvincing
eloquencepleadthecauseofthepastandofthegenerationsthatare
notyet.Warriors,crusaders,patriots,statesmen-soldiersor
statesmen-martyrs,itwasforthingswhicharenotyetthattheydied,
andtoanendwhich,thoughstronglytrusting,theybutdimlydiscerned
thattheylaidthefoundationsofthisEmpire.Mastersoftheirown
fates,possessorsoftheirownlives,theygavethemlightlyaspledges
unredeemed,andformenandthingsofwhichtheywerenotmastersor
possessors.Buttheysethigherstoreonglorythanonlife,and
valuedgreatdeedsabovelengthofdays.Theylovedtheircountry,
dyingforit,yetdiditseemasifitwerelessforEnglandthanfor
thatwhichistheexcellenceofman'slifeandtheveryemergenceof
thedivinewithinsuchlife,thattheyfoughtandfell.Andthisgreat
inheritanceoffameandofvalourisbutoursontrust,thefief
inalienableofthedeadandofthegenerationstocome.

Andnow,beholdfromtheirmartyrgravesRussell,Sidney,Eliotarise,
andwithphantomfingersbeckonEnglandon!Fromthefieldsoftheir
fateandtheirrenown,seeTalbotandFalkland,WolfeanddeMontfort
arise,regardfulofEnglandandheractionatthishour.Andlo!
gatheringupfromtheeldercenturies,asoundlikeatrumpet-call,
clear-piercing,far-borne,mystic,ineffable,thecalltobattleof
hostsinvisible,themusteringarmiesofthedead,thegreatofother
wars--BrunanburhandSenlac,Crecy,Flodden,BlenheimandTrafalgar.
_Their_battle-criesawaitouranswer--thechivalry'satAgincourt,
"HeavenforHarry,EnglandandSt.George!",Cromwell'swar-shout,
whichwasaprayer,atDunbar,"TheLordofHosts!TheLordof
Hosts!"--theseawaitouranswer,thatresponsewhichbythiswarweat
lastsendringingdowntheages,"GodforBritain,JusticeandFreedom
totheworld!"

Suchwitnessofthedeadisbothachallengeandaconsolation;a
challenge,toguardthisheritageofthepastwiththechivalryofthe
future,norbateonejotoftheancientspiritandresolutionofour
race;aconsolation,inthereflectionthatfromavalouratonceso
remoteandsonearadegenerateracecanhardlyspring.

Withus,letmerepeat,thedecisionrests,withusandwiththis
generation.NeversinceonSinaiGodspokeinthunderhasmandatemore
imperativebeenissuedtoanyrace,city,ornationthannowtothis
nationandtothispeople.And,again,ifweshouldhesitate,orifwe
shoulddecidewrongly,itisnotthelossofprestige,itisnotthe
narrowedboundswehavetofear,itisthejudgmentofthedeadandthe
despairoftheliving,oftheinarticulatemyriadswhohavetrustedto
us,itisthearraigningeyesoftheunborn.

[1]IamawareofSpinoza'sdistinctionofthe"claraetdistincta
idea"andthe"inadequat[oe]idea";butthedistinctionaboveflows
fromaconceptionoftheuniverseandofman'sdestinywhichisnot
Spinoza'snorSpinozistic.



[2]WasmachstduanderWelt?sieistschongemacht;
DerHerrderSchopfunghatallesbedacht.
DeinLoosistgefallen,verfolgedieWeise,
DerWegistbegonnen,vollendedieReise.

GOETHE,_West-ostlicherDivan,BuchderSpruche_.

[3]RecentinvestigationhasmadeitclearthatthehistoryofIslamic
Arabiaisnotseveredbyanyviolentconvulsionfrompre-Mohammedan
Arabia."Thetimesofignorance"werenotthedesolatewastewhich
Tabari,"theLivyoftheArabs,"paints,anddowntothecloseofthe
eighteenthcenturythecomparisonbetweenEngland,Rome,andIslam
offersafairfieldforspeculativepolitics.

[4]Yetthescientificconceptionofthe_destruction_or_decay_of
thiswholestar-systembyfireoricedoesofitselfturnprogressinto
amockery.(SeeProf.C.A.Young,_ManualofAstronomy_,p.571,and
Prof.F.R.Moulton,_IntroductiontoAstronomy_,p.486.)

[5]Condorcet'sbiography(1786)ofhismasterisoneofthenoblest
worksofitsclassinFrenchliterature.Turgot'swasoneofthose
mindsthatlikeChamfort'sorVilliersdeL'IsleAdam'sscatter
bounteouslytheideaswhichothersuseormisuse.Thefogsandmists
ofComte'sportentoustomesareallderived,ithasoftenbeenpointed
out,fromafewparagraphsofTurgot.AndafragmentwrittenbyTurgot
inhisyouthinspiredsomethingofthesubstanceandevenofthetitle
ofCondorcet'sgreat_Esquisse_.

[6]ReferencestothepoweroverhismindoftheFrenchRevolutionary
principlesaboundinGoethe'swritings.Theviolenceofthefirst
impression,whichbeganwiththeaffairofthenecklace,hadreacheda
climaxin'90and'91,andthis,alongwiththeineffaceablememories
ofthe_Werther_and_Goetz_period,whichhisheartrememberedwhenin
hisintellectualdevelopmenthehadleftitfarbehind,accountsina
largemeasureforhisyieldingtemporarilyatleasttothespellof
Napoleon'sgenius,andforthestudiedbutunaffectedindifferenceto
GermanpoliticsandtotheWarofLiberation.Evenof1809,theyear
ofEckmuhl,Essling,andWagram,andthedarkesthourofGerman
freedom,Goethecanwrite:"Thisyear,consideringthebeautiful
returnsitbroughtme,shalleverremaindearandprecioustomemory,"
andwhenthefinaluprisingagainsttheFrenchwasimminent,hesought
quietudeinorientalpoetry--Firdusi,Hafiz,andNisami.

[7]Ofhis_Contes_Tainesaid:"DepuislesGrecsaucunartisten'a
tailleuncameelitteraireavecautantderelief,avecuneaussi
rigoureuseperfectiondeforme."

[8]ItisremarkablethatCarlyleandSchopenhauershouldhavelived
throughfourdecadestogetheryetneitherknowinanycompletewayof
theother'swork.CarlylenowherementionsthenameofSchopenhauer.
Indeed_DieWeltalsWilleundVorstellung_,thoughreadbyafew,was
practicallyanunknownbookbothinGermanyandEnglanduntiladate
whenCarlylewasgrowingold,solitary,andfromthepresentevermore
detached,andnewbooksandnewwritershadbecome,astheywereto
Goetheinhisage,distastefuloraweariness.Schopenhauer,onthe



otherhand,alreadyinthe"thirties,"hadbeenattractedbyCarlyle's
essaysonGermanliteratureinthe_Edinburgh_,andthoughignorantas
yetofthewriter'snamehewasallhislifetoodiligentareaderof
EnglishnewspapersandmagazinestobeunawareofCarlyle'slaterfame.
Buthehasleftnocriticism,noranydistinctreferencestoCarlyle's
teaching,althoughinhislaterandmiscellaneouswritingsthe
opportunityoftenpresentsitself.Wagner,itisknown,wasastudent
bothofSchopenhauerandCarlyle.Schopenhauer'sproudinjunction,
indeed,thathewhowouldunderstandhiswritingsshouldprepare
himselfbyapreliminarystudyofPlatoorKant,orofthedivine
wisdomoftheUpanishads,indicatesalsopathsthatleadtothehigher
teachingofWagner,and--thoughinalessdegree--ofCarlyle.

[9]ThefriendshipofTourgenieffandFlaubertresteduponspeculative
ratherthanonartisticsympathy.TheRussianindeedneverquite
understoodFlaubert's"ragefortheword." Yetthedeepinnerconcord
ofthetwonaturesrevealsitselfintheircorrespondence.Itwasthe
supremefriendshipofFlaubert'slatermanhoodasthatwithBouilhet
wasthefriendshipofhisearlieryears.Yettheymetseldom,and
theirmeetingsoftenresembledthoseofThoreauandEmerson,as
describedbytheformer,orthoseofCarlyleandTennyson,whenafter
somethreehours'smoking,interruptedbyawordortwo,theevening
wouldendwithCarlyle'sgood-night:"Weel,wehaehadagrandnicht,
Alfred." ItisinoneofTourgenieff'sownprose-poemsthatthe
dialogueoftheJungfrauandtheFinsteraarhornacrossthecenturiesis
darklyshadowed.Theeveningoftheworldfallsuponspiritssensitive
toitsintimationsasthediurnaltwilightfallsupontheheartsof
travellersdescendingabroadstreamneartheOceanandthehavenof
itsunendingrest.

[10]Cf.Philostratus,_LifeofAppollonius_.I.28.

NINETEENTHCENTURYEUROPE

NOTE.

"NineteenthCenturyEurope"waswrittenbyMr.Crambforthe_Daily
News_SpecialNumberforDecember31st,1900.Inithepresentsa
surveyofthepoliticaleventsandtendenciesthroughoutEuropeduring
thenineteenthcentury.HeoutlinesthedevelopmentoftheNewGerman
EmpirefromthewaragainstNapoleondowntothedaysofBismarckand
WilhelmII,andshowshowtheRussiangeneralSkobeleff,theheroof
PlevnaandtheSchipkaPass,foretoldoverthirtyyearsagothepresent
death-strugglebetweenTeutonandSlavinEasternEurope.Thefuture
_roles_ofFrance,Italy,andSpainarealsoclearlyindicatedbythe
author.



NINETEENTHCENTURYEUROPE

I

DOMINIONOFTHEIDEALOFLIBERTY

InEurope,astheyear1800draggedtoitsbloodyclose,andthefury
oftheconflictbetweentheMonarchiesandtheRevolutionwasfora
timestilledonthefieldsofMarengoandHohenlinden,menthen,as
now,discussedtheproblemsoftherelationofacentury'sendtothe
determiningforcesofhumanhistory;then,asnow,menremarkedhalf
regretfully,halfmockingly,howpallidhadgrownthelightwhichonce
fellfromtheyearsofJubileeofmediaevalorHebrewtimes;andthen,
asnow,criticsofalighterormorepositiveveindebatedthequestion
whetherthecomingyearwerethefirstorsecondofthenewcentury,
pointingoutthatbetweenthelastyearofacenturyandman'sdestiny
therecouldbenointimateconnection,thatalltheeraswereequally
arbitrary,equallydeterminedbylocaloraccidentalcalculations,that
thecenturywhichwasclosingovertheChristianworldhadbutrunhalf
itscoursetotheMohammedan.Yetinonedeepenoughmatterthemood
oftheEuropeof1800differssignificantlyfromthemoodoftheEurope
of1900.Whateverthedivisioninmen'smindsastotherelation
betweenthecloseofthecenturyandarace'shistory,andtheprecise
momentatwhichtheoldcenturyendsandthenewbegins,onethingin
1800wasradiantlycleartoallmen--thegloryandthewonder,the
endlesspeaceandfelicitynotlessendless,whichtheopeningcentury
andthenewagedimlyportendedorsecurelypromisedtohumanity.The
desertmarchofeighteenhundredyearswasended;thepromisedlandwas
insight.Thepoet'svoicefromtheCumberlandhills,"Blisswasitin
thatdawntobealive"traversedtheNorthSea,andbeyondtheRhine
wasswelledbyasongmoremajesticandnotlesstriumphant:

Froh,wieseineSonnenfliegen,
DurchdesHimmelspracht'genPlan,
Wandelt,Bruder,eureBahn,
Freudig,wieeinHeldzumSiegen,

and,passingtheAlpsandtheVistula,diedinatumultuoushymnof
victorylonghopedfor,ofjoylongdesired,offreedomlongdespaired
of,inthecitiesofItaly,thevalleysofGreece,theplainsof
Poland,andtheRussiansteppes.Sincethosedaysthreegenerations
havearisen,lookedtheirlastuponthesun,andpassedtotheirrest,
andinwhatanothermooddoesEuropenowconfronttheopeningcentury
andthelongvistaofitsyears!Manpresentshimselfnomoreashe
wasdelineatedbythepoetsof1800.Notnowdoesmanappeartothe
poet'svisionasmildbysufferingandbyfreedomstrong,risinglike
somestatelypalmonthecentury'sverge;buttothehighest-mounted
mindsinRussia,Germany,France,Norway,Italy,manpresentshimself
likesomeblastedpine,athunder-riventrunk,totteringonthebrink
oftheabyss,whilstfarbelowravethedarknessandthestorm-driftof
theworlds.Fromwhatcausesandbytheoperationofwhatlawshasthe
greatdisillusionfallenupontheheartofEurope? Whitherare
vanishedtheglorioushopeswithwhichthecenturyopened? Isitfinal
despair,thismoodinwhichitcloses,orisitbutthetemporary



eclipsewhichhidessomemightierhope,anewincarnationofthespirit
oftheworld,someyetserenerendeavour,radiantandmoreenduring,
widerinitsrangeandinitsinfluencesprofounderthanthatof1789,
of1793,oroftheyearofHohenlindenandMarengo?

Intheyear1800,fromtheVolgatotheIrishSea,fromthesunlit
valleysofCalabriatothetormentedNorwegianfiords,therewasin
everyEuropeanheartcapableofinterestsotherthanegoisticaland
personaloneword,onehope,ardentandunconquerable.Thatwordwas
"Freedom"--freedomtotheserffromthefuryoftheboyard,tothe
thrallswhotoiledandsufferedthroughoutthenetworkof
principalities,kingdoms,andduchies,named"Germany";freedomtothe
negroslave;freedomtothenewerslaveswhomfactorieswerecreating;
freedomtoSpainfromtheInquisition,fromthetyrannyandshameof
CharlesIVandGodoy;freedomtoGreecefromtheyokeoftheOttoman;
toItalyfromtheslow,unrelentingoppressionoftheAustrian;freedom
toallmenfromthefeudalStateandthefeudalChurch,fromcivic
injusticeandpoliticaldisfranchisement,fromtheimmeasurablewrongs
oftheeldercenturies!Anewreligion,heraldedbyanewevangel,
thatofDiderotandMontesquieu,Lessing,Beccaria,andVoltaire,and
sanctifiedbythebloodofnewmartyrs,theGirondins,offereditself
totheworld.Butasifman,schooledbydisillusionment,anddeceived
inthefifteenthandintheseventeenthcenturies,tremblednowlest
thisnewhopeshouldvanishliketheold,hesoughtaconcretesymbol
andareasonedbasisfortheintoxicatingdream.Therefore,hespoke
theword"Liberty"likeachallenge,andassentinelanswerssentinel,
straighttherecametheresponse,whisperedinhisownbreast,or
boldlyuttered--"FranceandBonaparte." SincethedeathofMohammed,
nosinglelifehadsocentreduponitselfthedeepesthopesand
aspirationsofmenofeverytypeofgenius,intellect,andcharacter.
Chateaubriand,returningfromexile,offershimhomage,andinthe
firstyearofthecenturydedicatestohimhis_Geniedu
Christianisme_,thatworkwhich,after_LaNouvelleHelo飐e_,most
deeplymouldedthethoughtofFranceinthegenerationwhichfollowed.
Andinthatyear,Beethoventhrowsuponpaper,underthename
"Bonaparte,"thefirstsketchesofhismightysymphony,theserenest
achievementinart,savethe_Prometheus_ofShelley,thatthe
Revolutionaryepochhasyetinspired.Inthatyear,atWeimar,
Schiller,attheheightofhisenthusiasm,isrepelled,ashehadbeen
inthefirstardouroftheirfriendship,bythealoofnessorthe
disdainofthegreaterpoet.YetGoethedidmostassuredlyfeeleven
thenthespellofNapoleon'sname.Andinthatyear,thegreatestof
Englishorators,CharlesJamesFox,joinedwiththeRussianCzar,Paul,
withCanova,themostexquisiteofItaliansculptors,andwithHegel,
themostbrilliantofGermanmetaphysicians,inofferingtheheart's
allegiancetothissolemanforthehopeshisnamehadkindledin
Europeandintheworld.Tothecalmerdevotionofgeniuswasadded
theidolatrousenthusiasmofthepeoplesofFrance,Italy,Germany.
And,indeed,sinceMohammed,nosinglemindhadunitedwithinitself
capacitiessovariousintheirpowerovertheimaginationsofmen--an
energyofwill,swift,sudden,terrifyingastheeagle'sswoop;the
prestigeofdeedswhichinhisthirtiethyearrecalledtheyouthof
AlexanderandthematureractionsofHannibalandCaesar;an
imaginativelanguagewhichfoundforhisideaswordsthatcameasfrom
adistance,likethoseofShakespeareorRacine;andwithinhisown



heartamysticfaith,deep-anchored,immutable,tranquil,whenall
aroundwastroubleanddisarray--thecalmofaspirithabituatedtothe
Infinite,andfamiliarwiththedeepplacesofman'sthoughtfromhis
youthupwards.Yes,Mirabeauwaslongdead,andDanton,Marat,and
Saint-Just,andbutthreeyearsagotheheroicLazareHoche,richly
giftedinpoliticsasinwar,hadbeenstruckdowninthenoontideof
hisyears;butnowagreaterthanMirabeau,Hoche,orDantonwashere.
IftheDecembersunofHohenlindendivertedmen'smindstoMoreau,the
victor,itwasbutforamoment.Intheuniversalhorrorandjoywith
whichonChristmasDay,1800,therumouroftheexplosionandfailure
oftheinfernalmachineintheRueSt.NicaisespreadoverEurope,men
feltmoreintimately,moreconsciously,thehopes,thefears,boundup
inextricablywiththename,theactions,andthelifeofthenew
world-deliverer,theConsulBonaparte.

Thehistoryofthenineteenthcenturycentresinthesuccessive
transformationsofthisidealsohighly-pitched.Inthegradual
declensionofthecausewhichwasthenareligion,andtomankindthe
warrantofanewera,intoalocalorparty-cry,awatch-word
travestiedanddegraded,liestheoriginoftheintellectualdespairor
solicitudewhichmarkstheclosingyearsofthecentury.Thefirst
disillusionmentcameswiftly.Fifteenyearspass,yearsofwarand
convulsionunexampledinEuropesincethecataclysmofthefifth
century,thecenturyofAlaricandAttila--andwithinthatspace,those
fifteenyears,whatarevolutioninallthesentiments,thehopes,the
aspirationsofmen!TheConsulBonapartehasbecometheEmperor
Napoleon,thearch-enemyofLibertyandofthehumanrace.France,the
world'sforlornhopein1800,is,in1815,thegatheringplaceofthe
armiesofEurope,riseninarmsagainsther!Emperorsandkings,
nations,cities,andprincipalities,statesmenlikeStein,philosophers
likeFichte,poetslikeArndtandKorner,warriorslikeKutusov,
Blucher,andSchwartzenberg,thepeoplesofEuropeandthegovernments
ofEurope,theoppressedandtheoppressors,theembitteredenmities
andthewrongsofathousandyearsforgotten,hadleaguedtogetherin
thisvastenterprise,whoseendwasthedestructionofonenationand
onesoleman--theworld-delivererofbutfifteenyearsago!

WhattragedyofalostleaderequalsthisofNapoleon? Whatmarvel
thatitstilltroublesthemindsofmenmoreprofoundlythananyother
ofmodernages.YetNapoleondidnotbetrayLiberty,norwasFrance
falsetotheRevolution.Man'sactionatitshighestis,likehisart,
symbolic.ToCamilleDesmoulinsandthemobbehindhimthecaptureof
adisusedfortressandtheliberationofahandfulofmenmadethefall
oftheBastillethesymbolandthewatchwordofLiberty.TotheEurope
ofNapoleon,themonarchsofRussia,Austria,Prussia,andSpain,the
princesofGermanyandItaly,thePapalpower,"thestonethrustinto
thesideofItalytokeepthewoundopen"--thesewereliketheBastille
totheFranceofDesmoulins,asymbolofoppressionandwrong,
injusticeandtyranny.AndinBonaparte,whetherasConsulorEmperor,
thepeoplesofEuropeforatimebeheldtheherowholedagainstthe
tyrantsthehostsofthefree.Whatwerehisowndespotisms,hisown
rigour,hiscruelty,thespy-systemofFouche,thestifledPress,the
_guet-apens_ofBayonne,theoppressionofPrussia,andonesanguinary
warfollowedbyanother--whatwerethesethingsbutthediscipline,the
necessarysacrifice,themartyrdomofagenerationforthetriumphand



felicityofthecenturiestocome? NapoleonattheheightofImperial
power,withthirtymillionsofdevotedsubjectsbehindhim,andlegions
unequalledsincethoseofRome,didbutmakeRousseau'sexperiment.
"Theemotionsofmen,"Rousseauargued,"havebyseventeenhundred
yearsofasceticismandChristianismbeensodisciplined,thattheycan
nowbetrustedtotheirownguidance." Thehourofhisdeath,whether
byapistolbulletorbypoison,orfromsheerweariness,wasalsothe
hourofRousseau'sdeepestinsightintothehumanheart.Thathourof
penetratingvisionintotheeternalmysterymadehimgladtorushinto
thesilenceandthedarkness.Napoleon,trustingtothewordandto
theidealLiberty,toman'sunstabledesiresandtohisownmostfixed
star,yokesFrancein1800tohischariotwheels.Butattheoutsethe
hastocompromisewiththepastofFrance,withtheineradicabletraits
oftheCelticrace,itspassionforthefiguresontheveilofMaya,
itsrancours,andthemeditatedvengeanceforolddefeats.Yetitis
inthenameofLibertyratherthanofFrancethathegreetsthesunof
Austerlitz,breakstheramroddespotismofPrussia,andmeetstheawful
resistanceoftheSlavatEyiauandFriedland.Then,turningtothe
West,itisinthenameofLibertythathesendsJunot,Marmont,Soult,
andMassenaacrossthePyreneestorestorehonourandlawtoSpain,
and,ashehadendedthemediaevalEmpireoftheHapsburgs,toend
thereinMadridtheInquisitionandthepriestlydomination.The
Inquisition,whichin300yearshadclaimed300,000victims,isindeed
suppressed,butSpain,tohisamazement,isinarmstoamanagainst
itsliberators!ButNapoleoncannotpause,hisfate,likeHamlet's,
callingout,andwhilsthisMarshalsarestillbaffledbythelinesof
TorresVedras,hemustershishosts,and,conqueringthenewAustrian
EmpireatWagram,marchesAttila-likeacrossasubjugatedEurope
againsttheEmpireandcapitaloftheWhiteCzar.

Napoleon'sfallmadethepurposeofhisdestinycleareventothemost
ardentofFrenchRoyalists,andtothemostcontentedoftheservants
ofFrancisIIorFrederickWilliamIII.AtViennathegaily-plumaged
diplomatistsundidinamonthallthatthefifteenyearsof
unparalleledactionandsufferingunparalleledhadachieved;whilstthe
mostmatter-of-factofallBritishCabinetsinvestedtheprisonofthe
fallenconquerorwithatragicpoetrywhichmadetherockinthe
AtlanticbuttoofittinganemblemofthepeakintheCaucasusandthe
lingeringanguishofPrometheus.Andifnotonemanofsupremegenius
thenlivingorinafterageshascondemnedNapoleon,ifthepoetsof
thattime,GoetheandManzoni,Poushkine,Byron,andLermontoff,made
themselvesvotariesofhisfame,itwasbecausetheyfeltalreadywhat
twogenerationshavemadeacommonplace,thathishopeshadbeentheir
hopes,hisdisillusiontheirdisillusion;thatinpoliticalfreedomno
morethaninreligiousfreedomcanthepeaceoftheworldbefound;
thatGirondinismwasnofinalevangel;thattoman'ssoulfreedomcan
neverbeanendinitself,butonlythemeanstoanend.

ThehistoryofEuropeforthethirty-threeyearsfollowingthe
abdicationattheElyseeisaconflictbetweenthetwoprinciplesof
AbsolutismandLiberty,representednowbythecryfor
constitutionalismandtheNation,nowbyareturntoGirondinismand
thewatchwordofHumanity.Intheorythedivinerightofpeopleswas
arrayedagainstthedivinerightofkings.Theconflictwaswaged
bitterly;yetitwasaconflictwithoutabattle.Thedungeon,the



torturechamber,theSiberianmine,thefortressesofSpandauor
Spielberg,whichSilvioPellicohasmaderemembered--thesewerethe
weaponsofthetyrants.Thesecretsociety,theMarianne,the
Carbonari,theoffshootsoftheTugendbund,theineffectualrisingor
transientrevolution,alwaysbloodilyrepressed,whetherinItaly,
Spain,Russia,Austria,orPoland--thesewerethesoleweaponsleftto
Liberty,whichhadonceatitssummonsthelegionsofNapoleon.Andin
thissingularconflict,whatleaders!InSpain,theheroicJuan
Martin,thebrilliantRiego;inGermany,Gorres,themorning-starof
politicaljournalism,RodbertusorBorne;inFrance,Saint-Simon,and
themalcontentswhostillbelievedintheBonapartistcause.Itwas
notanarmy,butacrowd,withoutunityofpurposeandwithoutthe
possibilityofunitedaction.Opposedtotheseweretheunited
purposes,moved,foratimeatleast,byasingleaim--therepression
ofthecommonenemy,"Revolution,"ineveryStateofEurope,inthe
greatmonarchiesofAustria,France,Russia,asinthesmaller
principalitiesofGermany,thekingdomoftheTwoSicilies,Tuscany,
Piedmont,Venetia,andModena.TothiswaragainstLibertytheCzar
Alexander,thewhiteangelwho,inMadamedeKrudener'sphrase,had
struckdowntheblackangelNapoleon,addedsomethingofthesanctity
ofacrusade.FromGodalonewasthesovereignpoweroftheprincesof
theearthderived,anditwasthetaskoftheHolyAlliancetocompel
thepeoplestosubmittothisdivinely-appointedandrighteous
despotism.

InthiscrusadeAustriaandMetternichoccupyinEuropetill1848the
placewhichFranceandBonapartehadoccupiedintheearliercrusade.
"Iwasborn,"saysMetternichinthefragmentofhisautobiography,"to
betheenemyoftheRevolution." Nature,indeed,andtheenvironment
ofhisyouthhadformedhimtoactthepartofthegeniusofReaction.
Beneaththefine,empty,meaninglessmaskoftheAustriannoblelaya
heartwhichhadneverquiveredwithanyprofoundemotion,orbeathigh
withanygenerousimpulse.Hewashostiletonobilityofthought,
action,andart,forhehadintelligenceenoughtodiscerninthesea
livingsatireuponhimself,hislife,hisaims.Hedespisedhistory,
forhistoryisthetragedyofHumanity;andhemockedatphilosophy.
ButhepatronizedSchlegel,forhiswateryvolumeswereeasyreading,
andmaderebellionseemunculturedandsubmissionthemarkofa
thoughtfulmind.Metternich'shandsomefigure,finemanners,and
interminable_billets-doux_writtenbetweensentencesofdeath,exile,
thesolitarydungeon,distinguishhisappearanceandhabitsfromPhilip
IIofSpain,but,likehim,hegovernedEuropefromhisbureau,guiding
themovementsofastandingarmyof300,000men,andapoliceand
espionagedepartmentneversurpassedandseldomrivalledinthewestern
world.Therewasnothinginhimthatwasgreat.Buthewas
indisputablemasterofEuropeforthirty-threeyears.Nesselrode,
Hardenberg,Talleyrandeven--whoseMemoirsseemtheworkofgenius
besidethebeatenlevelofmediocrityofMetternich's--foundtheir
designscheckedwhenevertheycrossedtheAustrian'spolicy.Congress
afterCongress--Vienna,Carlsbad,Troppau,Laybach,Verona--exhibited
histriumphtoEurope.AtLaybach,in1821,theEmperor'saddressto
theprofessorsthere,andthencetoalltheprofessorsthroughoutthe
Empire,wasdictatedbyMetternich--"Holdfastbywhatisold,forthat
aloneisgood.Ifourforefathersfoundinthisthetruepath,why
shouldweseekanother? Newideashavearisenamongstyou,principles



whichI,yourEmperor,havenotsanctioned,andneverwillsanction.
Bewareofsuchideas!ItisnotscholarsIstandinneedof,butof
loyalsubjectstomyCrown,andyou,youareheretotrainuployal
subjectstome.Seethatyoufulfilthistask!" Isthereinhuman
historyadocumentmoreblastingtothereputationforpoliticalwisdom
orforesightofhimwhopennedit? Itwereaninsulttothegreat
FlorentinetostylesuchpiteousineptitudesMachiavellian.Yetthey
succeeded.Thenewevangelhadlostitspower;thefreedomofHumanity
wasthedreamofafewideologues;thepositiveidealsoflatertimes
hadnotyetarisen.Wellmightmenaskthemselves:HasthenVoltaire
livedinvain,andtheGirondinsdiedinvain? Hasallthebloodfrom
LodiandArcolatoAusterlitzandtheBorodinobeenshedinvain? Hard
ontheaddresstotheuniversitiestherecreptsilentlyacrossEurope
themessagethatNapoleonwasdead."Itisnotanevent,"said
Talleyrand,"butapieceofnews." Theremarkwasjust.Europeseemed
nowonevastSainteHelene,andmen'sheartsasepulchreinwhichall
hopeordesireforLibertywasvanquished.Thesolitarygraveat
Longwood,theironrailings,thestuntedwillow,wereemblemsofa
causeforeverlost.

TheRevolutionofJulylitthegloomwithamoment'sradiance.Heine's
lettersstillpreservetheelectricthrillwhichthegloriousThree
Daysawakened."Lafayette,thetricolour,the_Marseillaise_!"he
writestoVarnhagen,whenthe"sunbeamswrappedinprinter'sink"
reachedhiminHeligoland,"IamachildoftheRevolution,andseize
againthesacredweapons.Bringflowers!Iwillcrownmyheadforthe
fightofdeath.GivemethelyrethatImaysingasongofbattle,
wordslikefierystarswhichshootfromHeavenandburnuppalacesand
illuminethecabinsofthepoor." ButwhenLafayettepresentedto
FrancethatbestofallpossibleRepublics,thefatsmileandcotton
umbrellaofLouisPhilippe;whenthroughoutItaly,Sicily,Spain,
Germany,insurrectionwasrepressedstillmorecoldlyandcruelly;when
PaskievitchestablishedorderinWarsaw,andCzartoryskiresignedthe
struggle--thenthetransientcharacteroftheoutbreakwasvisible.
Franceherselfwaswearyoftheillusion."Wehadneedofasword,"a
Polishpatriotwrote,"andFrancesentushertears." Thetauntwasas
foolishasitwasunjust.Franceassuredlyhaddoneherpartinthe
warforLiberty.ThehourhadcomefortheStatesofEuropetowork
outtheirownsalvation,orresignthemselvestoautocracy,Jesuitism,
agaggedPress,theomnipresentspy,theTroubetskoiravelin,Spandau,
andMetternich.

Eighteenyearsweretopassbeforeaction,butitwasactionforamore
limitedandlessglorious,ifmorepractical,idealthanthefreedomof
theworld.Otherdespotsdied--AlexanderIin1825,thetwo
Ferdinands,ofSicilyandofSpain,FrancisIIhimselfin1835,and
FrederickWilliamIIIin1840.Gentz,too,wasdead,Talleyrand,
Hardenberg,andPozzodiBorgo;butMetternichlivedon--"thegods,"as
Sophoclesavers,"givelonglivestothedastardandthedog-hearted."
TheRevolutionofJulyseemedbutatestofthestabilityofthefabric
hehadreared.FromGuizotandhismasterhefoundbutlittle
resistance.ThenewCzarNicholasfellatonceintotheAustrian
system;and,withGerlachasMinister,Prussiaofferedaslittle
resistanceastheFranceofGuizot.Meanwhile,in1840,bythemotion
ofThiers,NapoleonhadreturnedfromSaintHelena,andtheadvanceof



hiscoffinacrosstheseasstruckadeepertroubleintothedespotsof
Europethanthemarchofanarmy.

II

NATIONALITYANDMODERNREPUBLICANISM

Inthepoliticalasinthereligiousidealsofmentransformationis
endlessandunresting.Themomentofcollisionbetweenanoldanda
newprincipleofhumanactionisarevolution.Suchaturning-pointis
themovementwhichfindsitsclimaxinEuropeintheyear1848.Two
forcestherepresentthemselves,hostiletoeachother,yet
indissolublyunitedintheirdeterminingpoweruponmodernasopposed
toancientRepublicanism--theprincipleofNationalityandthe
principleoftheorganizationofLabouragainstCapital,whichunder
variousappellationsisoneofthemostprofoundlysignificantforces
ofthepresentage.Thefreedomofthenationwastheformintowhich
theolderidealofthefreedomofmanhaddwindled.Saint-Simonianism
preservedforatimetheoldtradition.Butthedevoteesof
Saint-Simon'sgreatestwork,_LeNouveauChristianisme_,after
anticipatingintheirbanquets,gracedsometimesbythepresenceof
Malibran,thegloriesofthecomingera,quarrelledamongstthemselves,
and,returningtocommonlife,becamezealousworkersnotforhumanity,
butforFrance,forGermany,orforItaly.Patriotismwastakingthe
placeofHumanism.

ToLamartine,indeed,andtoVictorHugo,astoculturedLiberalism
throughoutEurope,theincidentsinParisofFebruary,1848,andthe
astoundingrapiditywithwhichthespiritofRevolutionsspedfromthe
SeinetotheVistula,totheDanubeandthefrontiersoftheCzar--the
barricadesinthestreetsofViennaandBerlin,theflightofthe
EmperorandthehatedMetternich,theCongressatPrague,andall
HungaryarmingatthesummonsofKossuth,thedaringproclamationof
thepartyofRoumanianunity--appearedasagloriouscontinuance,or
evenasanexpansion,oftheidealsof1789and1792.LouisNapoleon,
enteringlikethecut-purseKingin_Hamlet_,whostoleacrownandput
itinhispocket,theflightofKossuth,thesurrenderorthetreason
ofGorgei,the_coupd'etat_ofDecember,1851,shatteredtheseairy
imaginings.YetNapoleonIIIunderstoodatleastoneaspectofthe
changewhichtheyearshadbroughtbetterthantherhetoricianofthe
_Girondins_orthepoetof_Hernani_.Fortheprincipleof
Nationality,whichin1848theyignored,becamethefoundationofthe
secondFrenchEmpire,oftheunityofItaly,andofthatnewGerman
Empirewhich,since1870,hasaffectedtheStatesystemofEuropemore
potentlyandcontinuouslythananyothersingleeventsincethesudden
unityofSpainunderFerdinandatthecloseofthefifteenthcentury.
Itwashisdexterousandloftyappealtothissameprinciplewhichgave
thevolumesofPalacky's_HistoryofBohemia_apowerlikethatofa
war-song.NationalitydidnotdieinViennabeforethebandsof
WindischgratzandJellachlich,andfromhisexileKossuthguidedits
courseinHungarytoagloriousclose--theMagyarnation.Evenin
Russia,thenitsbitterenemy,thisprinciplequickenedtheardourof
Pan-Slavism,whichthewarof1878--theSchipkaPass,Plevna,the



dazzlingheroismofSkobeleff--hasmadememorable.Inthetriumphof
thissameprincipleliesthefuturehopeofSpain.Spainhasbeen
exhaustedbyrevolutionafterrevolution,byCarlistintrigue,bythe
arroganceofsuccessivedictators,andbythebloodyreprisalsof
faction;shehaslostthelastofhergreatcolonies;buttoAlphonso
XIIIfateseemstoreservethetaskofcompletingagainbymutual
resignationthatunionwithPortugalofwhichCastelarindicatedthe
basis--acommonbloodandlanguage,thecommongraveswhicharetheir
ancientbattle-fields,andthecommonwarsagainsttheMoslem,which
aretheirglory.

WiththenamesofMarxandLassalleisassociatedthesecondgreat
principlewhich,in1848,definitelytakesitsplaceonthefrontof
theEuropeanstage.Thisistheprinciplewhosevotariesconfronted
LamartineattheHotel-de-Villeontheafternoonofthe25thFebruary.
Thefamoussentence,fortunateasDanton'scalltoarms,yetbyits
touchofsentimentalitymarkingthedistinctionbetweenSeptember,
1792,andFebruary,1848,"Thetricolourhasmadethetourofthe
world;theredflagbutthetouroftheChampdeMars,"hasbeenturned
intoderisionbysubsequentevents.Theredflaghasmadethetourof
theworldaseffectivelyasthetricolourandtheeaglesofBonaparte.
TheoriginsofCommunism,Socialism,Anarchism,Nihilism--forallfour,
howeverdivergingorantagonisticintheendstheyimmediatelypursue,
springfromacommonroot--havebeenvariouslyascribedinFranceto
theworkofLouisBlanc,Fourier,Proudhon,orinGermanytoEngels,
Stirner,andRodbertus,ortothecountlesssecretsocietieswhich
aroseinSpain,Italy,Austria,andRussia,asaprotestagainstthe
brokenpledgesofkingsandgovernmentsaftertheCongressofVienna.
Buttheprinciplewhichinformsalikethewritingsofindividual
thinkersandagitators,thoughderivingapeculiarforceinthefirst
halfofthecenturyfromthedoctrinesandteachingsofFichteand
Schleiermacher,isbuttheprincipletowhichinallagessufferingand
wronghavemadetheirvainappeal--theresponsibilityofallforthe
miseryofthemanyandtheenduringtyrannyofthefew.Indignantat
thespectacle,theNihilistinorthodoxRussiaapplieshisdestructive
criticismtoallinstitutions,civil,religious,political,andfinding
allhollow,seekstooverwhelmallinonecommonruin.The
Emancipationof1861wastotheNihilistbuttheactofTyrannyveiling
itselfasJustice.Itlefttheserf,brutalizedbycenturiesof
oppression,evenmorecompletelythanbeforetothemercyoftheboyard
andtheexploitersofhumansouls.MichelBakounine,Kropotkine,
Stepniak,Michaelov,andSophiaPerovskaya,whosehandkerchiefgavethe
signaltotheassassinsofAlexanderII,werebutactualisationsof
Tourgenieff'simaginaryheroBazaroff,andforatime,indeed,
BazaroffismwasinliteraryjargontheequivalentofNihilism.Ifat
intervalsinrecentyearsashudderpassesacrossEuropeatsomenew
crime,attemptedorsuccessful,ofAnarchy,ifEuropenotesthe
singularregularitywithwhichthecrimeistracedtoItaly,andis
perplexedattheabsenceofalltheusualcharacteristicsofconspiracy
againstsociety--forwhatknownmotivesofhumanaction,vanityor
fear,hopeorthegratificationofrevenge,canexplainthesilenceof
theconfederatesofMalatesta,andtheblindobedienceoftheagentsof
hiswill?--ifEuropeisperplexedatthisapparitionofaterror
unknowntotheancientworld,theItalianseesinitbuttheoperation
ofthelawofresponsibility.TothenamelesssufferingsofItalyhe



ascribesthetemperwhichleadstothemaniaoftheanarchist;andthe
sufferingsofItalyintheirmorbidstagehecantracetothebetrayal
ofItalybyEuropein1816,in1821,in1831,in1848,andsupremelyin
1856.AsEuropehasgrownmoreconsciousofitsessentialunityasone
Statesystem,diplomacyhaswanderedfromsuchconceptionsasthe
BalanceofPower,throughGortschakoff'sironicappealtotheequality
ofkings,tothederisivetheoryoftheConcertofEurope.But
CommunismandAnarchismhaveaffordedaproofoftheunityofEurope
moreconvincingandmoreterrible,andfullofsinisterpresagetothe
future.

AthirdaspectofthisrevoltofmiseryisSocialism.KarlMarxmaybe
regardedasthechiefexponent,ifnotthefounder,ofcosmopolitanor
internationalSocialism,andLassalleastheactualfounderofthe
nationalorDemocraticSocialismofGermany.Marx,whosecountenance
withitscuriousresemblancetothatofthedwarfofVelasquez,
SebastiandeMorra,seemstosinglehimoutastheapostleandavenger
ofhumandegradationandhumansuffering,publishedthefirstsketchof
hisprinciplesin1847,butmorecompletelyinthemanifestoadoptedby
theParisCommunein1849.AstheRevolutionof1789istobetraced
totheoppressionofthepeasantrybyfeudalinsolence,neverwearyin
wrong-doing,asdescribedbyBoisguilbertandMirabeau_pere_,sothe
newrevolutionarymovementofthecloseofthenineteenthcenturyhas
itsoriginintheoppressionoftheartisanclassbythenew
aristocracy,the_bourgeoisie_.Factoryownersandmillionaireshave
takentheplaceofthe_noblesse_oflastcentury.Andthesufferings
oftheproletariat,peasantandartisanalike,haveincreasedwith
theirnumbers.Freedomhastaughtthemyriadsofworkersnewdesires.
Heightenedintelligencehasgiventhemthepowertocontrasttheirown
wretchednesswiththeseeminghappinessofothers,andastandardby
whichtomeasuretheirowndegradation,andtosoundthedepthsof
theirowndespair.

Marx'sgreatestwork,_DasKapital_,publishedin1867,wastothenew
revolutionjustsuchaninspirationandguideasthe_ContratSocial_
ofRousseauwastotherevolutionof'89.Thebrilliantgeniusof
LassalleyieldedtotheswayoftheprincipleofNationality,and
ultimatelyofEmpire,asstronglyasthenarrowerandgloomiernature
ofMarxwasrepelledbytheseprinciples.Itwasthistraitinhis
writings,aswellasthefieryenergyofhissoulandhisfaithinthe
PrussianpeasantandthePrussianartisan,thatattractedforatime
theinterestofBismarck.EvenaStatesuchasAustriaLassalle
regardedashigherthananyfederalunionwhatever.Theimageof
Lassalle'scharacter,hisphilosophy,andtooswiftcareer,maybe
foundinhisearliestwork,_Heracleitus_,thegod-giftedstatesman
whomPlatodelineated,seekingnothisown,butrealizinghislifein
thatofothers,toilingceaselesslyfortheoppressed,thedumb,
helpless,leaderlessmasseswhosuffersilently,yetknownotwhythey
suffer.Amonarchyrestinguponthesupportoftheartisan-myriads
againstthearroganceofthe_bourgeois_,astheTudormonarchyrested
uponthesupportoftheyeomenandthetownsagainstthearroganceof
thefeudalbarons--this,inthemosteffectiveperiodofhiscareer,
wasLassalle'sidealState.Anditishisremarkablepamphletinreply
tothedeputationfromLeipsicin1863thathasfitlybeen
characterizedasthecharterofthewholemovementofdemocratic



socialisminGermanydowntothepresenthour.

TheRevolutionof1848revealedtoEuropeanLiberalismamore
formidableadversarythanMetternich.TheyouthofNicholasIhadbeen
formedbythesametutorsasthatofhiselderbrother,theCzar
Alexander.ThePrincessLievenandhismother,MariaFederovna,the
friendofStein,andtheimplacableenemyofNapoleon,hadfoundinhim
apupilatoncedevoted,imaginative,andunwearied.Aresolutewill,
dauntlesscourage,aloveofthebeautifulinnatureandinart,a
high-souledenthusiasmforhiscountry,madehimseemthe
fate-appointedleaderofRussia'sawakeningenergies.TheTeutonin
hisbloodeffacedtheSlav,andthefixed,theunrelentingpursuitof
onesolepurposegiveshiscareersomethingofthetragicunityof
Napoleon's,andleaveshimstillthesupremetypeoftheRussian
autocrat.OneGod,onelaw,oneChurch,oneState,Russianin
language,Russianincreed,Russianinallthelabyrinthinegradesof
itscivic,military,andmunicipallife--thiswasthedreamtothe
realizationofwhichthethirtycrowdedyearsofhisreignwere
consecrated.Thereisgrandeuraswellasswiftnessofdecisioninthe
mannerinwhichheencountersandquellstheinsurrectionofthe26th
December.Then,truetotheimmemorialexampleoftyrants,hefound
employmentforseditioninwar.HetorefromPersiainasingle
campaigntworichprovincesandanindemnityof20,000,000roubles.
ThemysticLiberalismofAlexanderwasabandoned.Thefree
constitutionofPoland,theeyesoreoftheboyardsandtheoldRussian
party,wasoverthrown,andaRussian,asdistinctfromaGerman,policy
waswelcomedwithsurpriseandtumultuousdelight."Despotism,"he
declared,"istheprincipleofmygovernment;mypeopledesiresno
other." YetheendeavouredtowinyoungRussiabyflattery,ashehad
conqueredoldRussiabyreaction.Heencouragedthemovementinpoetry
againstthetastelessimitationofWesternmodels,andinsociety
againstthedominanceoftheFrenchlanguage.Inthefirstyearsof
hisreignFrenchceasestobeamediumofliteraryexpression,and
RussianproseandRussianverseacquiretheirowncadences.Yet
libertyisthelife-bloodofart;andlibertyhecouldnotgrant.The
freedomofthePresswasinterdicted;libertyofspeechforbidden,and
astrictcensorship,exercisedbythedullestofofficials,stifled
literature."HowunfortunateisthisBonaparte!"awitremarkedwhen
Pichegruwasfoundstrangledonthefloorofhisdungeon,"allhis
prisonersdieonhishands." HowunfortunatewastheCzarNicholas!
Allhismenofgeniusdiedbyviolentdeaths.LermontoffandPoushkine
fellinduelsbeforeantagonistswhorepresentedthe_tchinovnik_
class.Rileyevdiedonthescaffold;Griboiedovwasassassinatedat
Teheran.

HisforeignpolicywasareturntothatofCatherinetheGreat--the
restorationoftheByzantineEmpire.Makingadmirableuseofthe
HellenicenthusiasmofCanning,hedestroyedtheTurkishfleetat
Navarino.Thuspopularathomeandabroad,regardedbytheLiberalsof
EuropeastherestorerofGreekfreedom,andbytheLegitimistsasa
strongersuccessortoAlexander,hewasabletocrushthePoles.
EnthusiasticBerlinstudentscarriedtheeffigiesofPolishleadersin
triumph;butnotaswordwasdrawn.England,France,Austrialookedon
silentattheworkofDiebitchandPaskievitch,"mytwomastiffs,"as
theCzarstyledthem,andthetrue"_finisPoloniae_"hadcome.A



RussianArmymarchingagainstKossuth,andtheCzar'sdemandforthe
extraditionoftheheroicMagyar,unmaskedthedespot.Yethis
Europeantriumphwascomplete,andthewarintheCrimeaseemedhis
crowningchance--thehumiliatingofthetwoPowerswhichinhiseyes
representedLibertyandtheRevolution.Everyforcethatpersonal
rancour,andthedevotionofyearstoonesoleend,everymeasurethat
reasonandStatepolicycoulddictate,lenttheiraidtostimulatethe
effortsofthemonarchinthisenterprise.Thedisasterwassudden,
overwhelming,irremediable.Yetinonethinghislifewasasuccess,
andthatagreatone--hehadRussianisedRussia.

TheCrimeanWarmarksaturning-pointintheHistoryofEuropeonly
lesssignificantthantheRevolutionof1848.Theisolatingforceof
religionwasannulled,andtheslowlyincreasinginfluenceoftheEast
upontheWestaffectedeventheroutineofdiplomacy.Thehopesofthe
CarlistsandtheJesuitsinSpainwerefrustrated,andAustria,
deprivedoftherewardofherneutrality,couldlooknomoretothe
MuscoviteforaidincrushingItalianfreedom,asshehadcrushed
Hungary.FromhisdeepchagrinatthetreasonofthePowers,Cavour
seemedtogathernewstrengthandapoliticalwisdomwhichsetshis
namewiththoseofthegreatestconstructivestatesmenofalltime.
ThedefeatatNovarawasavenged,thepolicyofVillafranca,andthe
designsofthatsingularsaviourofsociety,LouisNapoleon,were
checked.Venetiawasrecovered,andwhenin1870thelinesaroundMetz
andSedanwithdrewtheFrenchbayonetswhichhedgedinPioNono,Victor
EmmanuelenteredRomeasKingofItaly.Thirtyyearshavepassedsince
the20thSeptember,andtheburdensoftaxationandmilitarysacrifices
whichItalyhasborne,withtheprisonerintheVaticanlikea
conspiratoronherownhearth,canbecomparedonlywiththeburdens
whichPrussiaenduredforthesakeofgloryandherkingsbeforeand
afterRossbach.ButinsteadofaRossbach,ItalyhashadanAdowa;
insteadofjustice,acorruptofficialclassandanarmyofjudgeswho
makejusticeamockery,anarchisminhertowns,asuperstitious
peasantry,anaristocracydeadtothefutureandtothememoryofthe
past.Thisheroicpatriotism,steadfastpatience,andfortitudein
disasterhavetheirrootsinthenoblestheartsofItalyherself,but
thereisnotonewhichinthetrialhourhasnotfeltitsownstrength
madestronger,itsownresolutionmadeloftier,bythegeniusand
exampleofasingleman--GiuseppeMazzini.TomodernRepublicanism,
notonlyofItaly,butofEurope,Mazzinigaveahigherfaithanda
watchwordthatisgreatasthewatchwordsoftheworld.Equalrights
meanequalduties.TheRightsofManimplytheDutiesofMan.He
taughtthemillionsofworkersinItalythattheirlife-purposelaynot
intheextortionofprivileges,butinmakingthemselvesworthyof
thoseprivileges;thatitwasnotinconqueringcapitaliststhatthe
pathofvictorylay,butinallclassesofItaliansstrivingsideby
sidetowardsacommonend,thebeautyandfreedomofItaly,by
establishingfreedomandbeautyinthesoul.

ThemovementtowardsunityinGermanyisoldasthewarofLiberation
againstNapoleon,oldasLuther'sappealtotheGermanPrincesin1520.
TheyearsfollowingLeipsicwereconsumedbyGermanLiberalismin
effortstoinventaconstitutionlikethatofEngland.Itwasthe
happyperiodofthedoctrinaire,ofthepedant,andofthestudentof
1688andthepupilsofSieyes.Heine'sbitteraddresstoGermany,



"Dreamon,thousonofFolly,dreamon!"sprangfromachagrinwhich
everysincereGerman,Prussian,Bavarian,Wurtemberger,orRheinlander
feltnotlessdeeply.TheRevolutionof1848,thebloodspiltatthe
barricadesinthestreetsofViennaandBerlin,didnotendthis;but
itrousedthebetterspiritsamongsttheoppositiontodeeper
perceptionoftheaspirationofallGermany.Whichofthemultifarious
kingdomsandduchiescouldformthecentreofanewunion,federalor
imperial? Austria,withherlonglineofHapsburgmonarchs,her
tyranny,herobscurantism,hertenaciousholduponthepast,hadbeen
theenemyortheoppressorofeveryStateinturn.TheDanubian
principalities,Bohemia,Hungary,pointedouttoViennaataskinthe
futurecalculatedtotryherdecliningenergytotheutmost.Prussia
alonepossessedtheheroicpast,thememoryofFrederick,ofBlucher,
ofStein,Scharnhorst,andYorck;and,ifpoliticallydespotic,shewas
essentiallyProtestantinreligion,andProtestantismofferedthehope
ofreligioustolerance.AfterAustria'sdefeatinItaly,theissue
northoftheAlpswasinevitable.Thequestionwashowandinwhat
shapetheendwouldrealizeitself.Montesquieuinsiststhat,even
withoutCaiusJulius,thefalloftheoligarchyandtheestablishment
oftheRomanEmpirewasfixedasbyalawoffate.Yet,withdata
beforeus,itishardtoimaginethecreationofthenewGermanEmpire
withoutBismarck.HisdownrightPrussianismriseslikearockthrough
themists,amidthevaporousLiberalismofthepre-Revolutionary
period.Hisunbrokenresolutiongavestrengthtothewaveringpurpose
ofFrederickWilliamIV.HisdiplomacyledtoKoniggratz,andthe
manipulatedtelegramfromEmsturned,asMoltkesaid,aretreatintoa
calltobattle.AndinfrontofMetzhiswisdomkepttheBavarian
legionsinthefield.FromhisfirstdefiniteentryintoaState
careerin1848tothedismissalof1887,hisdeepreligion,wisdom,and
simplicityofnatureareasdistinctlyPrussianastheglancingardour
ofSkobeleffisdistinctlyRussian.FromtheHohenzollernhelooked
fornogratitude.Hisloyaltywasloyaltytothekingship,nottothe
individual.HehadearlystudiedthecareerofStrafford,andknewthe
valueofthewordofaKing.Falseortruetoallmenelse,hewas
unwaveringlytruetoPrussia,whichtoBismarckmeantbeingtrueto
himself,truetoGod.Hecouldnotbequeathhissecrettothosewho
cameafterhimanymorethanLeonardocouldbequeathhissecretto
Luini.ButtheEmpirehebuiltuphastheelementsofendurance.It
possessesintheMiddleAgecommontraditions,deepandpenetrating,a
commonlanguage,andtherecentmemoryofamarvelloustriumph.
ProtestantismandthePrussiantemperensurereligiousfreedomto
Bavaria.Evenin1870theoldprinciplesoftheSevenYears'War,
Protestantismandtheneo-RomanismofPiusIX,reappearintheopposing
ranksatGravelotteandSedan.ThenewEmpire,whetheritbetoEurope
awarrantofpeaceorofwar,isatleastabulwarkagainst
Ultramontanism.

ThechangeinFrenchpoliticallifefindsitsexpressionintheRussian
alliance.TimehasatonedforthedisastersattheAlmaandInkermann.
Wouldonediscoverthesecretatthecloseofthecenturyofthe
allianceofRussiaandFrance,freedom'sforlornhopewhenthecentury
began? ItiscontainedinthespeechofSkobeleffwhichoncestartled
Europe:"ThestrugglebetweentheSlavandtheTeutonnohumanpower
canavert.Evennowitisnear,andthestrugglewillbelong,
terrible,andbloody;butthisalonecanliberateRussiaandthewhole



Slavonicracefromthetyrannyoftheintruder.Noman'shomeisa
hometilltheGermanhasbeenexpelled,andtherushtotheEast,the
'_DrangnachOsten_'turnedbackforever."

III

THEIDEALSOFANEWAGE

InmodernEuropepoliticalrevolutionshaveinvariablybeenprecededor
accompaniedbyrevolutionsinthoughtorreligion.Thenineteenth
century,whichhasbeenconvulsedbythirty-threerevolutions,the
overthrowofdynasties,andtheassassinationofkings,hasalsobeen
characterizedbytherangeanddaringofitsspeculativeinquiry.
Everysystemofthoughtwhichhasperplexedorenthralledthe
imaginationofman,everyfaiththathasexaltedordebasedhis
intelligence,hashadinthisageitsadherents.ThePapacyineach
successivedecadehasgainedbythistumultandmentaldisquietude.
Thoughtisanguishtothemassesofmen,anydrugisprecious,andto
escapefromitsmiserythesoulconspiresagainstherownexcellence
andtheperfectionofNature.Evenin1802NapoleoninhisHamlet-like
musingsintheTuileriesdespairedofLibertyasthesafetyofthe
world,andinhistragiccoursethisdespairaddsametaphysicaltouch
tohisdoom.FivePopeshavesucceededhimwhoanointedBonaparte,and
theveryeraofDarwinandStrausshasbeenillustratedorderidedby
thebull,"_IneffabilisDeus_,"theCounciloftheVatican,the
throngedpilgrimagestoLourdes,andtheneo-RomanismofFrench
_litterateurs_.TheHellenismofGoethewasaprotestagainstthis
movement,atonceinitsintellectualanditsliteraryforms,the
RomanticismofTieckandNovalis,theculturedpietismofLammenaisand
Chateaubriand.Yetin_Faust_Goetheattemptedareconciliationof
HellasandtheMiddleAge,andtheworkisnotonlythesupreme
literaryachievementofthecentury,butitsgreatestpropheticbook.
Thensciencebecametheallyofpoetryandspeculativethoughtinthe
waragainstObscurantism,Ultramontanism,andJesuitisminallits
forms.Geologyflungbacktheaeonsofthepasttilltheyreceded
beyondimagination'swing.Astronomypeopledwithamyriadsunsthe
infinitesolitudesofspace.Thetheoryofevolutionstirredthe
commonheartofEuropetoafuryofdebateuponquestionsconfinedtill
thentothestudiouscalmofthefew.Theardourtoknowall,tobe
all,todoall,hereuponearthandnow,whichthenineteenthcentury
hadinheritedfromtheRenaissance,quickenedeveryinventivefaculty
ofman,andsurprisehasfollowedsurprise.Theaspirationsofthe
Revolutionaryepochtowardssomeidealofuniversalhumanity,its
sympathywiththeidealsofallthepast,Hellas,Islam,theMiddle
Age,receivedfromthetheoriesofscience,andfromincreased
facilitiesofcommunicationandlocomotion,avariousandmostliving
impulse.AsmantotheEuropeanimaginationbecameisolatedinspace,
andtheearthapointlostinthesoundingvastnessoftheatom-shower
oftheworlds,healsobecameconscioustohimselfasone.Thebounds
oftheearth,hishabitation,drewnearerasthestarsreceded,and
surveyingthepast,hishistoryseemedlessawithdrawalfromthe
Divinethananever-deepeningofthepresenceoftheDivinewithinthe
soul.



Thatwhichinspeculationpre-eminentlydistinguishestheEuropeofthe
nineteenthcenturyfrompreceding centuries--the gradually
increasingdominionofOrientalthought,art,andaction--has
strengthenedthisimpression.Anagemysticinitsreligion,symbolic
initsart,andinitspoliticsapatheticorabsolutist,succeedsan
ageofformalreligion,conventionalart,andRepublicanenthusiasm.
Goethein1809,fromtheoverthrowofdynastiesandthecrashof
thrones,turnedtotheEastandfoundpeace.Whatwerethearmiesof
NapoleonandtheruinofEurope'sdreamtoHafizandSadi,andtothe
calmofthetracklesscenturiesfarbehind? ThemoodofGoethehas
becomethecharacteristicoftheart,thepoetry,thespeculationof
thecentury'send.The_bizarre_geniusofNietzsche,whosewhole
positionisimplicitinGoethe's_Divan_,popularizeditinGermany.
Theyoungestofliteratures,NorwayandRussia,revealitspoweras
vividlyastheoldest,ItalyandFrance.Itcontrolsthemeditative
depthofLeopardi,themelancholyofTourgenieff,thenoblerofIbsen's
dramas,andthecadencedproseofFlaubert.Itinformstheteachingof
TolstoiandthegreaterartofTschaikowsky.Goethe,atthebeginning
ofthecentury,mouldedintoonetheidealsoftheMiddleAgeandof
Hellas,andsoWagnerattheclose,in_Tristan_andin_Parsifal_,has
woventheOrientalandthemediaevalspirit,thought,andpassion,the
Minnesinger'slaysandthemysticvisionofthe_Upanishads_intoa
rainbowtorrentofharmony,which,withitsrivals,themasterpiecesof
Beethoven,Schubert,Brahms,andTschaikowsky,makethiscenturythe
PericleanageofMusicasthefifteenthwasthePericleanageof
painting,andthesixteenthofpoetry.

Whatavisionofthenewagethusopensbeforethegaze!Theidealof
Libertyandallitshopeshaveturnedtoashes;butoutoftheruins
Europe,tirelessinthepursuitoftheIdeal,pondersevennowsome
profoundermystery,somemightierdestiny.Morethananyraceknownto
historytheTeutonhasthepowerofmakingotherreligions,other
thoughts,otherartshisown,andsealingthemwiththeimpressofhis
ownspirit.ThepoetryofShakespeare,ofGoethe,thetone-dramasof
Wagnerattestthis.OutofthethoughtandfaithofJudaeaandHellas,
ofEgyptandRome,theTeutonicimaginationhascarvedthepresent.
Theiridealshavepassedintohislifeimperishably.Butthepurple
fringeofanotherdawnisonthehorizon.Teutonicheroismand
resolutioninaction,transformedbythecenturiesbehindandthe
idealsoftheelderraces,confrontnow,creative,theEast,itsmighty
calm,itsresignation,itsscornofactionandthefamiliaraimsof
men,itsinwardvision,itsdeepdisdainofrealizedends.Whatvistas
arisebeforethemindwhichseekstopenetratethefutureofthis
union!Theeighteenthcenturyatitsclosecoincidedwithan
accomplishedhopeclearlydefined.Thelastsunofthedyingcentury
goesdownuponaworldbroodingoveranunsolvedenigma,pursuingan
idealitbutdarklydiscerns.
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EXPOUNDED EXPLAINED

GERMANYANDENGLAND

ByProfessorCramb.

WithaPrefacebyA.C.BradleyandanIntroductionbytheHon.Joseph
Choate.

LORDROBERTSsaid:"Ihopethateveryonewhowishestounderstandthe
presentcrisiswillreadthisbook.Thereareinitthingswhichwill
causesurpriseandpain,butnowhereelsearetheforceswhichledto
thewarsoclearlysetforth."

MR.CHOATEsays:"WorthytobeplacedamongEnglishClassicsforits
clearnessofthoughtandexpression,itsrestrainedeloquence,andits
broadhistoricalknowledge...itexplainsverylucidly,notthe
occasion,butthecause(thedeep-seatedcause)ofthepresentwar."

The_Times_says:"Abookofwarningandenlightenment,writtenwith
allaman'sstrengthandsincerity,forwhichwemustbeprofoundly
grateful."

The_Spectator_says:"Letourreadersbuythislittlebookandseefor
themselveswhatthenatureoftheinspirationisatthebackofthe
GermanImperialism.Theywilllearninthesmallestpossiblespace
whatGermanyisfightingforandwhatBritainisresisting."

ThreeImportantWorks

THEGERMANWARBOOK

Being"TheUsagesofWaronLand"issuedbytheGreatGeneralStaffof
theGermanArmy.

Translated,withaCriticalIntroduction,byJ.H.MORGAN,M.A.

ProfessorofConstitutionalLawatUniversityCollege,London;late
ScholarofBalliolCollege,Oxford;JointAuthorof"War;ItsConduct
anditsLegalResults."

_Crown8vo.2s.6d.net._



ThisofficialandamazinglycynicalWarBookofthePrussianGeneral
StafflaysdowntherulestobefollowedbyGermanofficersinthe
conductofWarinthefield,e.g.,astonon-combatants,forcedlevies,
neutrals,hostages.Itsimportanceandinterestcannotbeexaggerated.

FRANCEINDANGER

ByPAULVERGNET.TranslatedbyBEATRICEBARSTOW.

_Crown8vo.2s.6d.net._

MonsieurPaulVergnetinthisbookdidfortheFrenchPublicwhat
ProfessorCrambdidforEngland.Afteracarefulstudyofthe
PoliticalMovementsInGermany,andofGermanliterature,hewarnedhis
countrymenthatWarwasimminent.Hisaspectofthequestionhasnever
beenfullydiscussedinEngland,andthetranslationofthisbookought
tohaveaveryspecialinterestandvalueforallstudentsoftheGreat
War.

WAR,ITSCONDUCTANDITSLEGALRESULTS

Includingacriticalexaminationofthewholeoftheemergency
legislation(withachapteronMartialLaw);achapteronthe
NeutralityofBelgium;asurveyoftheRulesastotheConductofWar
onLandandSea,andacompletestudyoftheEffectofWaron
CommercialRelations.

ByTHOMASBATY,LL.D.,D.C.L.,andProfessorJ.H.MORGAN.

_Crown8vo._

INWESTERNCANADABEFORETHEWAR

ASTUDYOFCOMMUNITIES

ByE.B.MITCHELL.

_WithMap.Crown8vo._

Thisisanattempttodescribetrulythesocialandeconomicstateof
thingsinthePrairieProvincesoftheDominionintheyears1913-14,
attheendofthegreatrush.Thewriter,whoisneitherasummer
visitornoraprofessionaladvertiser,noradisappointedimmigrant,
hadunusualopportunitiesforthestudyoflifeinasmallprairiecity
andamongtherealprairiepeopleonthefarms;thepicturedrawnis
neitherallgloomnorallbrightness.Atthepresenttime,whenthe
WarhasmadethewholeEmpirerealizeitsunityanew,sucha
disinterestedstudyofWesterncommunitiesisspeciallyusefuland
timely.
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