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THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

Seeding order row resolved to boost British scene
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RULE CHANGE
TO REVIVE UK RALLYING

Innovation:DavidRichards

By Jack Benyon

British rallying has 
been handed a lifeline 
following a U-turn on 
critical seeding rules 
from British motorsport’s 
governing body. 

Rallying has suffered since 

the enforced introduction of  

seeding regulations dictating 

fastest cars run first on the road, 

leaving two-wheel-drive and 

historic machinery struggling 

on stages damaged by high-

powered cars ahead. 

MSA chairman David 

Richards, the architect of  this 

change, told MN: “There was 

a huge consensus, and it was 

a real problem for two-wheel-

drive and historic cars.”
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New running-order rules could stimulate

ByJackBenyon

Arulechangeallowing
two-wheeldriveandhistoric
entries to runat the front
of rallies forbetter road
conditionscouldhelp
rejuvenatepoorentries
ingravelevents,according
toMotorSportsAssociation
chairmanDavidRichards.

FollowingtheMotorsportEvent

SafetyReview,carriedoutbythe

ScottishGovernmentin2014/15

afterfourdeathsonthe2013

Snowmanand2014JimClark

rallies,oneof thefindingswasthat

thefastestandmostpowerfulcars

shouldrunattheheadof theorder.

Therehadbeenproblems

whereralliesrunningslower
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Classes can be grouped

cars further forward had created 

an influx of  spectators mid-stage 

as they arrived for the so-called 

more exciting and more powerful 

machinery later in the order, 

causing safety risks by moving 

around between cars.

After identifying it as one of  

his most pressing issues before 

taking over the chairmanship of  

the Motor Sports Association in 

January, Prodrive boss Richards 

has worked to bring around those 

in charge at the MSA and has 

succeeded with a new format.

Event organisers now have the 

ability to run separate fields, and 

the first tranche can be run in 

reverse order, placing slower cars 

at the front. Organisers also have 

the authority to seed by class.

The previous seeding format 

meant powerful cars went first 

and damaged the roads causing 

ruts. The chewed-up surface then 

caused damage to two-wheel drive 

and historic entries, which were 

forced to run further back. 

It decimated those entries at a 

rapid rate as competitors were 

unwilling to risk their machines. 

Richards said: “There was a 

huge consensus, and it was a real 

problem for two-wheel drive and 

historic cars. It was one of  the 

things I was told about at the end 

of  last year and we started on it 

straight away. It’s just taken a 

little while to get it all through. 

“It wasn’t difficult: it was a case 

of  everyone understanding the 

situation. It [fastest first seeding] 

was brought in rather quickly 

after the Fatal Accident Inquiry 

after issues that had been 

observed with spectators. It would 

appear now, due to better 

spectator instructions, better 

marshalling and better handling 

of  safety issues, I don’t think it’s so 

much of a problem.”

The format of  running two fields 

is similar to a new system brought 

in this year called Rally2WD, 

which showed huge signs of  

success on the events it has been 

part of  in 2018. 

It pioneered the two-field format, 

split into two- and four-wheel-

drive cars, but the fastest of  each 
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BUOYED BY
RULE CHANGE

group would still have to run first. 

Due to the time constraints of  

those two fields running as a 

separate event, it also meant it 

was only suitable for rallies with 

a service park close to the stages, 

and meant long days for marshals 

and volunteers. 

Despite the complexities of  

Rally2WD, it proved hugely 

effective as it attracted back a 

number of  two-wheel drive and 

historic crews that had not 

competed since the previous 

seeding change. 

Rally 2WD has gained praise 

from competitors and spectators 

and has boosted British Historic 

Rally Championship entries 

already this season.

The ability to seed by class has 

also been lobbied for by series like 

the British Rally Championship. 

This will help with parity, as 

keeping cars together in the order 

for longer events will mean they 

start and finish at a similar time. 

Crews have already talked of  

increased camaraderie from 

the change of  running close 

together on the road with 

immediate rivals.

The rule change, which comes 

into effect on July 1, is part of  an 

ongoing look at helping MSA 

licence holders. 

Next on Richards’ list is 

another cause of  debate and 

frustration with many 

current competitors.

“There’s still other things we 

have to look at,” he added. “We’re 

looking at safety belts and fire 

extinguishers. It’s very easy to 

put in safety regulations and they 

can be very well thought through, 

but one of  the things we have to 

do is to consider the impact that 

it has on the sport. 

“If  it takes away many of our 

competitors as a result of  it and 

has a very negative financial 

impact on our licence holders then 

it also has to be taken into account 

and carefully weighed up. 

“If  it’s a safety issue then it’s 

our responsibility, safety is a key 

issue, but we also have to factor 

in the affects that it has on our 

licence holders.”

David Richards intent on seeding fix

Make no mistake, there’s a 

reason this story appears so far 

forward in Motorsport News. 

It’s a massive win for rally 

competitors across the UK.

I’m certain that without 

agreeingtothechangeto

runfastestfirstin2015,as

wasrecommendedbyhigher

authoritiesthanthesporting

ones,gravelrallyingwould

haveendedatthatpoint.

Althoughthechangewas

broughtinquickly,andperhaps

withabitlessjustificationthan

itprobablywarranted

thatpointtalksgoingo

behindthescenesmea

itwasanecessity

andnotarequest.

OutgoingMSAchief

executiveRobJones

coppedsomeflackfor

thatdecision,butitrea

wasalose-losesituatio

factwheretherewasn

decision to make. Agree, or 

gravel rallying ends. 

Put it like that and it’s easy 

to feel more sympathetic to 

the Jones and the MSA’s plight.

Since then, the governing 

bodyhasbeenworkingto

improvesafetyonevents.While

thathasbeenoverwhelmingly

successful, ithasputastrainon

rallyorganiserswhohavefar

morebureaucracytodeal

with.Hopefullythisseeding

changegivesthemsomething

tofeelrejuvenatedabout.It is

atwillmake

trahourson

ndpre-event

paration

hwhile.

nationisa

word,asit is

ywhattheMSA

yingoutfor,and

atitappears

avidRichards

hasprovided

sincehis

January arrival. While he 

shouldn’t be given all the credit 

for everything that comes out 

of  Colnbrook from here on in, 

this change is on him. It’s 

certain that without Richards 

thischangewouldn’thave

happened,oratleastwould

havetakenalotlongerand had

alotmorelobbyingto

getthrough.

Keepinginmindthischange

hastakenabouttwomonths

tofleshout,thesignsforthose

callingforchangesinthe

governingbodyisgood.It’s

certainthisisaswitchtoan

organisationfocusedmoreon

promotionandonitscustomers,

ratherthanjustregulatory

function.Upuntilnow,it’sbeen

alltalk,butthisisundeniable,

concreteandswiftaction.

Themusictotheearsforrally

competitorshashadthevolume

turnedupanothernotchnow,

too,asRichardspicksoutbelts

andfireextinguisherrulesas

Swift nature of the change shows Richards is ready to adjust the MSA

says...
the next on his hit list. If  I had a 

pound for every complaint 

I heard about ‘belts shouldn’t 

be thrown away after five 

years’ and ‘fire extinguishers 

shouldn’t need servicing each 

year’, I’d be rich.

After what feels like a number 

of  years of  gloom on the whole 

for rallying, the swiftness of  

this change to such a difficult 

issue, based on the fact that 

safety implications come 

into play, show signs are 

good for change. 

Rallying is ready for a 

resurgence, and Richards has 

proven his sleeves are rolled 

up in a bid to help.

Jack BenyonJones: tough decisio
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Nice problem
Mercedes head Toto Wolff reckons 

having multiple candidates for 

the seats at his F1 team is a “good 

problem to have”. Both Lewis 

Hamilton and Valtteri Bottas have 

contracts that expire at the end 

of this season, while Mercedes 

junior Esteban Ocon is impressing 

at Force India. There’s also Briton 

George Russell, who has indicated 

that Mercedes will help him into F1 

next season if he performs well in 

F2 this year. “We are very satisfied 

how Valtteri is going these days, 

and Lewis, we don’t need to talk 

about – he is the best of the current 

drivers in my opinion,” said Wolff. 

“Then we have the kids growing 

up – Esteban and George. I’m 

very optimistic about the 

future Mercedes line-up.”

Baku hurt
Valtteri Bottas reckons his heartbreak in 

Azerbaijan will only serve to make him a 

stronger driver. Bottas was robbed of 

an almost certain win when he ran over 

debris in the closing laps and picked up 

a puncture, ceding the lead and the win 

to Lewis Hamilton. “Of course it was 

disappointing, but life and especially 

motorsport includes disappointments,” 

said Bottas. “I always find that 

disappointment can be your best 

opportunity to be stronger if you take it 

the right way. So I am planning to be 

stronger for the rest of the year.”

F1 Draft?
F1’s owner, Liberty Media, has 

begun exploring the possibility of 

creating a fan-led event to fill the 

off-season, similar to the Draft 

held in theNFLAmericanFootball

league.TheNFLDraft isahugely

popularannualeventwhere

teamsget to recruitnewplayers

inaone-offeventduringtheoff

seasontoboost fan interestand

engagement.Liberty’sChase

CareysaidF1neededtodo

somethingduringthewinterbreak

tohold fan interest. “Weneedto

figureouthowtomakethissport

somethingthatengagesfans for

12monthsayear,”hesaid. “It

doesn’tmeanwewill race that

long–ourseason isnotgoing

togoto12months.But theNFL

hascreatedevents thatare

interesting for fans thataren’t in

theseason.Weneedto lookat

waysofdoingthat.”

Fuelboost
Renault isexpectingahike in

performance thanks toa fuelupgrade

fromsupplierBP.Both theRenault

works teamandMcLarenwill have

access to thenewfuel forBarcelona,

butRedBullwill notas it switched its

supply toExxonMobil.RenaultSport’s

CyrilAbiteboulsaid: “Wewillbehelped

byastepon theenginesidewithnew

fuel, andsomeaero tweaks.Wehope

thiswill beamove forward,butwealso

recognise thatmanyother teamswill

bringupgrades.”

WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @MNmotorsport

Mercedes eyes customer car plans
New rules to aid overtaking in F1 met with mixed response

Mercedes would be open 

to building a technical 

partnership with its 

customer teams in the 

future, mirroring the 

relationship Ferrari 

has with Haas.

The issue has been raised 

since speculation linked 

Williams backer Lawrence 

Stroll – father of racer 

Lance Stroll – with a push 

to make Williams into a 

de facto Mercedes B team. 

Those rumours have 

been scotched by Claire 

Williams, who said her 

team would strive to 

remain fully independent.

Mercedes supplies 

engines and control 

systems to Williams, 

as well as engines, 

electronics and gearboxes 

to Force India. 

Mercedes head Toto 

Wolff said he wouldn’t rule 

out taking one of those 

relationships further in 

the future in a similar 

model to Ferrari, which 

supplies many components 

as well as drivetrain 

parts and technical 

support to Haas.

“We have seen that the 

system between Ferrari 

and Haas has worked, and 

it has worked for both,” 

said Wolff.

“It’s an interesting 

revenue filler for Ferrari, 

and in terms of synergies, 

there is a lot you can work 

on, and it has functioned 

for Haas. They are a very 

competitive team without 

having built on a legacy, or 

without having built on 

knowledge that would 

have taken years and 

years to collect.

“So far that system has 

been very successful, and 

of course our thinking 

goes in that direction – 

whether it is Force India or 

Williams to collaborate.” 

Formula 1 teams are split 

over the introduction of  new, 

simplified aerodynamic 

packages, despite new rules being 

provisionally voted through for 

2019 aimed at boosting overtaking.

The F1 Commission last week 

voted through a series of  tweaks 

to next year’s cars, despite the 

proposals not having unanimous 

approval. The plans involve 

teams simplifying their front 

wing designs with new endplates, 

as well as fitting larger rear wing 

flaps to create a larger DRS effect. 

There was an additional proposal 

to simplify bargeboards, but that 

has not been agreed to. Research 

began following the Australian 

GP, which featured little in the 

way of overtaking.

The vote took place on April 30, 

the last day when the technical 

rule changes for the next season 

can be passed without unanimity.

F1 Commission rules say a plan 

can be pushed through with 

support from as few as 

four teams. Only Williams was 

publicly in favour of  the changes, 

and sources suggest it was joined 

by Mercedes, Force India and 

Sauber in voting yes. However, 

that means Ferrari,  Red Bull, 

McLaren, Toro Rosso and Haas 

voted the ideas down.

The final say will come from the 

FIA World Motor Sport Council, 

which must approve the changes 

before they can be implemented. 

Ferrari, though, could use its 

veto to block it.

LEWIS WANTS
MORE SPEED
Champion fears Mercedes pace is not yet strong enough

Photos: LAT

Briton is now top of the table

By Robert Ladbrook

Lewis Hamilton says he feels 
no comfort in holding the world 
championship lead heading into 
the Spanish Grand Prix, adding 
that his Mercedes team cannot 
rely on more “weird races” to 
bolster its title challenge.

Hamilton scored his first victory of  

the season last time out in Azerbaijan, 

after his team-mate Valtteri Bottas 

suffered a puncture and dropped out of  

the lead in the closing stages. The result 

brought Hamilton’s run of six races 

without a win – stretching from the 2017 

USA GP – to an end and moved him into 

the championship lead.

Although the four-time world 

champion holds a four-point lead 

over Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel, 

Hamilton is well aware that Mercedes 

hasn’t enjoyed the sort of  performance 

advantage over Ferrari it had in 

recent seasons.

When asked if  he felt the Baku victory 

could be a springboard toward a fifth

world title, Hamilton said: “Honestly,I

don’t feel that way. Ultimately beingin

the lead of  the championship is great.

Not that we’re not planning to, but if

we continue on the current trajectory

we’re on, it would need tricky raceslike

this to keep us within… There’s only

been two weird races where it’s keptus

within the mix. But you can’t rely on

those for the next 17 that are left.

“We need ultimate performance

and confidence in the car. I’ve got the

pace within me, and the car I think

has got the pace within it, but we’re

not unlocking it, both of  those things 

are not intertwined, in perfect 

synergy to extract the perfect 

equation. That’s what we’re working 

towards. We’ve definitely got to 

improve in lots of  areas, and I will 

continue also [to try and improve], 

I mean myself  as well, and that’s 

what I’m going to work towards.” Hamilton says he has 

lucked in to the lead

Plan images for a new F1 circuit in 
Miami have been revealed, with the 
new design using sections of road 
previously featured in IMSA, CART 
and Formula E races. Plans for a new 
race in Miami, scheduled to start in 
October 2019, will be considered at a 
city commission meeting this week. 
Lewis Hamilton met the new design 
with some criticism, posting on his 
Instagram: “Just seen the design of 
the Miami track. Nah bruh, it’s not 
the one. Let me design it.” 
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ThenewGinettaLMP1carfailed

tomakeitsWorldEndurance

ChampionshipdebutatSpalast

weekendaftertheManorteam

sufferedcashflowproblems.

AstatementissuedbyGinetta

immediatelyafterqualifying,inwhich

thetwoMecachrome-poweredG60-LT-

P1sdidnotrun,citedp

securingpromisedspo

fromChinesefirmTR

islinkedtothebeleagu

energyconcernCEFC

ItfollowedthetwoM

carsonlymakingasin

installationlapineach

of thethreepractice

sessions,asituation

theteamrefusedto

commenton.

Thestatementread:

“Therequiredfundsfo

Ginettawereduesom

timeagoandwhileweunderstandthat

TRShasbeenworkingwithitssponsors

tosorttheissues,withoutpayment,

Ginettacannotallowthecarstorace.”

ItaddedthatGinetta“remains

committedtoworkingwithCEFCTRSM

Racing[Manor]”andthat“thecurrent

situationisashort-termcashflow

participationintheLeMans24Hours.

LMP2squadKCMGisthefirstentry

ontheLeMansreservelistandis

believedtohavebeentoldtoprepare

itself toenterincaseoneof the

ManorGinettasisunabletocompete.

Outof thecarsthatdidtakepart,

FernandoAlonsowasamongthe

ew,completingaperfect

fortheToyotadriver.

rcarwasputtotheback

afterqualifyingonpole

dministrativeerrorwith

ectdeclarationof fuel

”.

tbacklaterintheracewith

ructingMikeConway,

ayashiandJoseMariaLopez

engetheAlonso,Sebastien

miandKazukiNakajima-

rivenmachineafterthefinal

roundof stops.Topprivateer

wastheRebellionR-13

Gibsonof GustavoMenezes,Thomas

LaurentandMathiasBecheafterthe

sistercarwasexcludedforhavingan

overly-wornskidblock.

G-DriveRacingtookacomfortable

wininLMP2withtheORECAof Jean-

EricVergne,RomanRusinovand

AndreaPizzitolafinishing21seconds

clearof theopposition–evenwitha

latesafetycar.

Ford’sOlivierPla,StefanMuckeand

BillyJohnsontookthehonoursinGTE

Probuttherewastroublefortheother

carasHarryTincknellsuffereda

head-oncrashintotheEauRouge

barriersatone-thirddistance.The

Britonwasleft“batteredandbruised”

afterthecrashandbelievesthecar

sufferedsomeformof failure.

TheGTEAmclasswaswonbythe

older-generationAstonMartinVantage

of PedroLamy,MathiasLaudaandPaul

DallaLana.

GINETTA LMP1 FAILS
TO RACE IN WEC AT SPA

‘Brabham reveals

new GT car’
Racing news, p6

Glock hits out at “idiots” Mercedes after thrilling DTM battle 

Ticktum to race in two 
Super Formula rounds

Fittipaldi breaks both
legs in Spa shunt

McLaren Autosport 

BRDC Award winner 

Dan Ticktum is to 

contest two rounds 

of  Super Formula 

in Japan with 

Team Mugen.

The 18-year-old 

(pictured) winner of  

last November’s Macau Grand Prix 

will fill in for fellow Red Bull junior 

Nirei Fukuzumi at the Sugo round 

on May 27, before competing at Fuji 

on July 8.

Fukuzumi’s number one 

programme is in Formula 2, and 

he has to miss the next three Super 

Formula races due to date clashes.

Ticktum said his Super Formula 

outings were at Red Bull motorsport 

advisor Helmut Marko’s request.

“Helmut is putting me there to 

see how I cope with jumping into 

something new and a bit quicker,” 

he said.

“They [the Super Formula cars] 

are one of  the last proper racing 

cars there are, so I’m very much 

looking forward to it, and there’ll 

be no testing – I’ll be straight into 

free practice.” 

BMW DTM driver Timo 

Glock made an expletive-

heavy radio call after the 

second race at Hockenheim 

last weekend, criticising 

Mercedes’ decision to 

quit the series at the 

end of  this year.

Glock had just enjoyed a 

great battle with Mercedes 

driver Gary Paffett – who 

dropped to third at the flag 

behind Mike Rockenfeller – 

and immediately after 

crossing the line the German 

 gave his planned message.

“The best f**king racing,” 

Glock exclaimed. “F**king 

hell Mercedes, this is 

why you should not leave 

this championship, you 

f**king idiots.”

Mercedes DTM boss 

Ulrich Fritz said it was 

“great” to hear Glock’s 

emotional message.

“It’s nice to hear that 

they value us as their 

competitors and as 

sportsmen,” he said. “But 

if  this changes anything 

[regarding Mercedes’ 

future], I would doubt it.”

Paffett had earlier won the 

opener from fellow Mercedes 

driver Lucas Auer. Mercedes 

announced it would quit 

DTM last year, to focus 

on Formula E from 2019.

Photos: LAT

Pietro Fittipaldi suffered

fractures to both of his legs

in a frightening accident

in qualifying for the World

Endurance Championship

opener at Spa.

The grandson of two-time

Formula 1 champion

Emerson, crashed his

DragonSpeed BR Engineering-

Gibson BR1 LMP1 at Eau

Rouge when the car went

straight on at the middle

of the corner.

DragonSpeed boss Elton

Julian said: “Everyone saw

what happened, and it was

pretty evident that there was

an electrical issue because

the lights flashed on and off.

“We need to go into it in

detail with everyone involved, 

but it looks like he had

no power steering. The

big question we need to

answer is why.”

Fittipaldi was airlifted to

hospital after the crash –

which destroyed the car’s

chassis – and underwent a

successful operation on

Friday night. He sustained a

complex fracture of his lower

left leg and broken right ankle 

and is expected to be out of

action for eight weeks, which 

rules him out of the Indy 500.

Glock (l) made expletive-laden radio call after battle with Paffett

Kevin Harvick claimed 

his fourth win of the 

NASCAR Cup season, 

after dominating a rain-

interrupted race at Dover 

last weekend. The Stewart-

Haas Ford driver finished 

seven seconds ahead of 

team-mate Clint Bowyer… 

Formula E boss Alejandro 

Agag has made a bid to take full 

ownership of the electric racing 

series. In a letter addressed to 

the chairman of the board of 

directors Agag says he would 

like to have greater influence 

over the future of the 

championship by assuming full 

control… Formula 2 race 

winner Artem Markelov has 

hit out at series organisers, 

saying the category’s new 

car should not have been 

introduced until 2019. 

Markelov, who was runner-

up in 2017, said: “I said it in 

the beginning of the year, 

that the car would be 

struggling this year, and that 

there was no escaping it. 

And instead of testing it for 

another year and only then 

approving it for racing, to 

avoid any problems, they 

ran it a couple of times and 

decided ‘yeah, it’s race-

ready, everything will be 

fine’.” WTCR driver Yann 

Erhlacher has been testing 

an updated F2 2018 with 

a new mapping system 

aimed to resolve the car’s

troublesome clutch… Scott

McLaughlin claimed another pair

of Australian Supercars wins in

Perth last weekend, with the 

second triumph coming despite

him starting down in 19th on the

grid. He led from pole in the 

opener and used an early safety

car to his advantage in race two

to take th e double win… Harvick took fourth NASCAR win

QUICK LAPSTHE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

Ginettas just completed

one lap in each practice

DragonSpeed BR1 LMP1
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ByRobLadbrook

BrabhamAutomotiveunveiled its
firstnewracingcar for26years in
Londonlastweek,which ithopes
canreturn the iconic familyname
totheLeMans24Hours in thefuture.

TheBrabhamBT62isatrack-only

710bhphypercar,whichwillbe

poweredbyanaturallyaspirated

5.4-litreV8engine.

Thecarbonfibre-bodiedmachinewill

belimitedtoaproductionrunof just70

cars–anumbersymbolicof the70years

of Brabhamracingheritage.Thecar

willcost£1million,pluslocaltaxes,and

eachof thefirsthalf producedwillcome

deckedinatributeliveryrepresenting

thecoloursof eachof the35grandsprix-

winningBrabhams.Thelaunchcarwas

colouredintributeof theliveryJack

Brabhamusedtowinthe1966FrenchGP.

Whilenoofficialracingplanshave

beenannouncedforthecar, itappears

likelytohavebeenaimedattheGTE

regulationsusedintheFIAWorld

EnduranceChampionship,which

demandaminimumproductionrun

of 25carsforsmallmanufacturers.

ABrabhamstatementread:“Witha

long-termplaninplaceandaphased

productdevelopmentprogramme

alreadyunderway,thecompany’s

ultimategoalistoseetheiconic

Brabhamnamereturnonceagainto

competeontheracetrack,withthe24

Hoursof LeMansfirmlyinitssights.”

TheBT62followstheBT60BF1project

from1992asthefirstnewBrabham

machineforalmostthreedecades.The

1993BT61wasanabandonedF1project.

Thenewcarhasadryweightof 972kg

andapower-to-weightratioof 730PSper

tonne.Brabhamsaysthecarbonbody

canproduceinexcessof 1200kgof

downforce.Anybuyerswillbeadded

toanewBrabhamDriver

Developmentprogramme.

BrabhamAutomotivemanaging

directorDavidBrabhamsaid:“Iset

out12yearsagotore-establishthe

iconicBrabhamname,determined

toseeitreturntoglobalcompetition.

Myfather[Jack]hadanincredible

determinationtosucceedandI’ve

drawnonmyexperienceasaracing

driver, leaderandmentor,neverlosing

sightof thatgoal.Whatwehave

achievedissimplystaggering.Today

theBrabhamlegacyentersanewera.”

BRABHAM UNVEILS FIRST
NEW CAR FOR 26 YEARS

Aston reveals plan for new GT3 car based on GTE Vantage

First meeting on Brands Hatch GP circuit since new fencing installed

Eastwood to race in
Nurburgring 24 Hours

Palmer signs late deal to
join MP for GP3 campaign

PorscheCarreraCupGBchampion

CharlieEastwoodwilltacklehisfirst

24-hourracethisweekendashetakes

partintheNurburgring24Hours.

Eastwood,whosemaincampaignthis

seasonisinaTFSportAstonMartinin

boththeWorldEnduranceChampionship

andBlancpainGTSeries,willmakea

returntothePorschebrandfortheevent.

TheformerPorscheGBscholarwill

competeinaCaymanGT4Clubsport

enteredundertheCareForClimate

banner,alongsideDanielBlickle,

NiklasSteinhausandThomasKiefer.

“PorscheGermanyneededadriverand

therewasn’tanyfactoryguysavailable

sotheyaskedme,”saidEastwood,who

tookpartintheVLNopenerinorderto

competeinthe24hours.“Itwillbepretty

special,butIstillhaven’tdrivenatnight.

It’sascaryplaceintheday,letalone

duringthenight.”

WillPalmerhas signedwith

MPMotorsport for the 2018GP3

season, after testingwith the

team lastmonth.

Palmer finishedas runner-up

in the 2017FormulaRenault

EurocupwithR-aceGP, and tested

withArden’sGP3car in the

post-season running last year.

Hewasa late addition to theMP

Motorsport stable for the final

pre-season test atBarcelona –where

the seasongetsunderway this

weekend –and impressed teamboss

SanderDorsman.

“Wehad the test atBarcelonaand

I got on reallywellwith the team

and the engineeringwas really

strong,” said 2015BRDCF4

championPalmer. “It’s a good

atmosphere and I’m looking

forward to starting the season.”

Palmer’s fellowBritsCallum

Ilott andJakeHughes, both

graduating fromEuropean

Formula 3, are among the

favourite for this year’sGP3 title.

TheARTGrandPrix teamtook the

top four spots in the championship

last year and Ilott andHughes lead

their chargealongwith thehighest-

placed returningdriver from

last year,AnthoineHubert.

Palmer’sMP team-matesDorian

Boccolacci andNikoKari are

expected to fight for podiums, as

isTrident’sGiulianoAlesi, son

of Jean.Arden’s JoeyMawson

andGabrielAubry couldalso

pushArden into the top10.

AnothernewGTcar

unveiledlastweekwas

anewAstonMartin

VantageGT3model.

TheBritishmanufacturer

revealedthatthenewcar

willbelaunchedinthe

summerandisbasedon

theGTEmodelthat is

beingusedintheWorld

EnduranceChampionship

thisyear.

Thenewcarwillshare

manypartswiththeGTE

versionandwillbepowered

byaV12enginerather

thanaV8.

AMRmanagingdirector

andProdrivemotorsport

bossJohnGawsaid:

“Basingthecaronthe

GTEVantageoffers

economiesof scale; if you

havedevelopedanew

gearboxitmakessenseto

useit intheGT3aswell.

“Thenewcarwillhave

differentaerodynamics

andthedriveraids

allowedinGT3.”

Itwillbepoweredby

thesamebaseengine,

developedfromthefour-

litreAMG-Mercedes

turbousedintheGTE.

Thenewcar,whichwillbe

availabletocustomersfor

the2019season,willretail

for£395,000.AnewGT4car

willalsobelaunchedbased

onthelatest-generation

Vantageroadcar.

The first meeting has taken 

place on the Brands Hatch 

Grand Prix circuit since 

additional catch fencing, along 

with the closure of  a viewing 

area, have been introduced in 

an effort to increase spectator 

safety at the circuit.

Higher fences have been 

added on the longer Grand Prix 

layout following a safety review 

by circuit owner MotorSport 

Vision that “coincided with 

discussions” about DTM 

returning to the Kent venue.

Now confirmed for August 

11/12, it will be the first time 

the German touring car 

championship has held a 

round in the UK since 2013.

Previously the series ran 

on the shorter Brands Indy 

circuit, but chairman of  

the ITR Gerhard Berger 

has pushed to reintroduce 

more classic tracks to the 

DTM calendar. 

A statement released by 

Brands read: “[Visitors will 

notice] new pathways and 

additional debris fencing in 

several areas. These changes 

have been made as part of  

an ongoing programme of  

spectator safety improvements.

“A small trackside section 

between Sheene Curve and 

Stirlings Bend will no longer 

be a spectator area.”

All of  the spectators 

Motorsport News spoke to at 

last weekend’s Blancpain GT 

Series Sprint Cup meeting were 

against the revisions.

Roger Barwell, 69, said: “This 

is just horrendous. I can’t see 

anything, it’s vandalism. I used 

to come and watch the grand 

prix here because it was so nice. 

But to see this today, I don’t 

think I’ll bother coming back.”

When asked for further 

comment, MSV added: 

“Decisions to make changes 

are the result of  careful 

consideration and detailed 

risk assessment by experts 

in the field from within MSV 

and the regulatory bodies, 

and it is not necessary or 

appropriate to provide the 

detailed explanation for 

every decision.” 

New car will cost

£1 million plus tax
Brabham is powered by 5.4-litre V8 engine

Photos: LAT,GaryHawkins

Fencing on the GP loop has proved unpopular with fans

Eastwood will be back in a Porsche

Palmer tested with MP in Barcelona

New BT62 is 710bhp hypercar and firm is targeting a Le Mans attack

RACING NEWS

New GT3 car is set to be available for customers in 2019
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OSS gets bumper entry for season opener on Silverstone GP circuit

British GT racers make
European GT4 bow
WillBurnsandMikeNewbouldmade

theirGT4EuropeanSeriesdebutat

BrandsHatchinanefforttolearnthe

fullGrandPrixcircuitaheadof its

usebyBritishGTinAugust.

TheHHCMotorsportpairingjoined

acapacity46-cargridandusedthe

weekendasanopportunitytotesttheir

GinettaG55GT4onthelongerlayout.

Newbouldsaid:“I’venotdonemuch

ontheGPtracksoit’satrialrunfor

BritishGTlaterintheyear.I’vewatched

onboard[videos]untilit’salmostcoming

outof mybrainbutuntilyou’vebeen

onitit’sveryhardtoassimilate.”

Itlookedtohavebeenawastedjourney

whenNewbouldsufferedafirstlap

retirementinraceonefollowingcontact

withNathanWolf intheV8Racing

ChevroletCamaroGT4.R.Burnsthen

ledearlyoninracetwobutafterthe

driverchangestheywoundup33rd.

Meanwhile,BritishGT3runnersIan

LoggieandCallumMacleodmadea

returntotheBlancpainGTSeriesto

alsohonetheset-upof theirBentley

ContinentalGT3.TheTeamParker

Racingduowoundup17thinthefirst

Sprintracebeforeretiringfrom

incidentdamageinthesecond.

Forty-sixcarswillbeonthe

gridfortheopeningroundof

theOSSChampionshiponthe

SilverstoneGPlayout–witha

furtherfourplacesstillavailable.

TheBritishRacing&Sports

CarClubchampionshipwill

holdthreeracesonthe

Northamptonshirecircuit

thisweekend.

Createdin2009forsports

prototypes,theeightdifferent

classesandrelativelyopen

regulationsmeanthatithas

continuedtogrowinpopularity.

AlanJenkins,coordinatorof

thechampionship,said:“We

averagedabout28carslast

yearandwe’vegotanumberof

newguysjoiningusthisyear.

“Ithinkthenumberissohigh

thisweekendbecauseit’sthefact

it’sthefullSilverstonelayout.

It’sareallygoodopportunity.

“Wecantake50carsbutfour

peoplewithdrewbecauseof

carproblemsotherwisewe

wouldhavebeen50.There’s

stillplacesleft.

“Thechampionshiphas

flourishedinthelastthree

years,we’vebecomeestablished,

peopleliketheformat; itworks.”

ORGANISERS DELIGHTED BY
HUGECITROENC1 ENTRY

Photos:RichardStyles, PeterScherer,DanBathie,OllieRead

CitroenC1Challengeorganisers

haveexpresseddisbelief atthelarge

entryforthe‘reserve’racethey’ve

putonalongsidethisweekend’s

24-hourcontestatRockingham.

Entriesfortheinaugural24-hour

raceattheCorbytrackfilledsoon

afteropeningwithorganisers

arrangingasecondeventlaterinthe

year.Andanextrathree-hourraceat

Rockinghamthisweekendforthose

withoutentriestothemaincontest

hasattracted35cars.

“If wewerebeingperfectlyhonest,

andwewerespeakingthistimelast

yearafterourfirstproperraceand

wehad14cars, if someonehadtoldus

thenweweregoingtoRockingham

thisweekendwithafullgridforthe

mainrace,and35carsinthethree-

hourraceweareputtingonforcars

whocouldn’tgetintothemainrace,

wewouldneverhavebelievedit,”

saidseriesorganiserPhilipMyatt.

“We’vegotthecompletespectrum

[intermsof driverability]from

peoplelikeAndyPriaulx,whoare

respectedprofessionaldrivers,to

theguywhohasjustdonehisARDS

testandthisishisfirsteverrace.”

Myattattributesthesuccessof the

C1concepttoanumberof factors,

includingcost-effectivenessof the

carsandtheclosenessof theracing.

“Peoplespendmoremoneyon

hospitalitythanwespendona

season’sracing,”addedMyatt.

“Thecarsarealsoveryevenly-

matchedandgoodfuntodrive.

Enduranceracingisanother

factor–alotof peoplehaveonly

done15-minuteor20-minuteraces

andwanttogetmoretracktime.”

Thecapacity53-carentryfor

the24-hourraceincludesWorld

EnduranceChampionshipracer

Priaulx,whoissharingwithhis

sonSebandBritishTouringCar

seriesdirectorAlanGow.

BTCCracewinnerJoshCookwill

jointhemonthegrid,freshfromhis

recentsuccessatDoningtonParkin

aPowerMaxedVauxhallAstra.

Ex-BTCCracerLeaWoodisalso

ontheentrywhileRichardAustin,

fatherof BTCCaceRob,willreturn

toracinginthe24-houreventafter

abreakof acoupleof years.

Porsche GB Junior Harper hoping for better luck in Carrera Cup atMonza this weekend

PorscheGBJuniorDanHarperis

targetingaturnaroundinfortunes

atMonzathisweekendafteradifficult

starttohisCarreraCupseason.

The17-year-oldJTRdrivercurrently

sitssixthinthestandingsaftersuffering

badluckinthreeof theopeningfour

racesof theyear.

Hequalifiedanimpressivethirdfor

thefirstraceatBrandsHatchbutdropped

to13thaftercontactwithGeorgeGamble

causedapuncture.Hisfightbackin

racetwowasthenlimitedbyaredflag

shorteningtherace.

Hefinishedthirdinthefirstraceat

DoningtonParkandwasoncoursefor

astrongresultinracetwowhenhe

sufferedabrokenradiator.

“I’venotreallyhadthebestluckbut

I’veshowedthespeed,whichisthemost

importantthing,”saidHarper.“If the

speedisthere,thentheluckwillcome.

“Astoneflickedupbymyteam-mate

LewisPlatobroketheradiator.But

that’sracing,it’sannoyingbutIknow

wecanbeupthere.

“Itwasamassivejumpup[to

CarreraCupfromGinettaJunior]

andIdidn’texpecttobequicksosoon.”

TheCarreraCupwillvisitMonzafor

thefirsttimeinsupportof theEuropean

LeMansSeriesthisweekend.

“IthinkMonzawillbeveryexciting,”

addedHarper.“Alotof drivershavenever

beenbeforesoitwilleventhingsout.”

TitlerivalsDinoZamparelliandTio

EllinashavebothracedattheItalian

circuitinsingle-seaters.

“IwonatMonzainGP3sohopefully

Iwillcarryonwiththesamepace,”said

Ellinas,whotrailsZamparellibyjusttwo

pointsaheadof thetwoMonzaraces.

Far more C1s than this

will be on the grid

NOTABLE ENTRIES
CitroenC1Challenge,Rockingham24-hourrace

NO. TEAMNAME DRIVERS

301 C1Club AnthonyReid/JasonBarron/MattMaxted/VickyParrott/MarkWalton

303 C1Club AlanGow/AndyPriaulx/SebPriaulx/RichardSolomons

317 SouthHurstEngineering PipHammond/DavidJones/TomGrindall/StephenPotts

349 TeamC’estLaVie JamesMacintyre-Ure/ChrisChadwick/

PaulDickinson/MattMaxted/RobinWelsh

359 AssettoMotorsport JimEdwardsJr/JadeEdwards/KevinTaylor/SimonTraves/MikeWest

372 WRC1 JoshCook/RyanBensley/OliverCook/JonMaybin/JoelShipton

377 OAPRacing LeaWood/JohnChambers/JohnCollinson/

SamHealey/MartinMorris/TimStorrar

398 SeeOneRacing GaryPrebble/AdamPrebble/MichaelHarris

402 TeamSafetyDevices AlanKirkaldy/PaulMcErlean/GregGraham/CarlOwen

433 TeamCobra RichardAustin/Matt Jewkes/JimLoughran

“Iamreallylookingforwardto

racingagainandRobtalkedmeinto

this,andit’sjustsuchgreatfun,”said

RichardAustinattheRockingham

pre-racetest,addingthatRobcould

takepartinthesecondRockingham

racelaterthisyear.

JimEdwardsJrhasset-uphis

ownfamily-orientatedC1crew

fortherace.

“WerunasAssettoMotorsport,a

businessIset-upwith[hisdaughter]

Jade’shusbandSimonTraves,”he

said.“ButseconddaughterChloeis

alsodrivingwithSimonandsois[ex-

VWandMX-5racer]KevinTaylor.”

ReigningBTRDASilverStar

RallychampionAshDavieswill

havemorereasonsthanmost

torememberthisweekend’s

C1Challenge24-hourraceat

Rockingham,ashewillbe

competingforhisstagnight.

Davieshadracedbeforeinthe

MSVTrackdayTrophywitha

RenaultClio,butthiswillbe

firsttimeracingtheC1,his

firstraceatRockinghamand

hisfirstendurancerace.

“IamswappingrallyFord

EscortfortheC1andhavemybest

motorsportmatesjoiningme,”he

said.“Ihavegotonerallyguy,Ian

Barnard,whoIbuiltthecarwith,

myrallyingsponsorAndyBurton

of BurtonPowerandbestmate

ClarkDevey,whodragracesand

hillclimbsa1936Ford.”

Theteamhadarunoutatthe

recentRockinghamtestday.“We

decidedtostickerituplikealittle

ambulanceasIammarryinga

doctor,”Daviesadded.

BTRDA Silver Star champion Davies to race C1 on his stag night
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Wide range of prototypes will take to the Silverstone track

Davies’s C1 car



ByStephenLickorish

JoshPricewillbecomethesecond
currentBritishTouringCardriver
to join theTCRUKgrid,ashewill
compete in thesecondroundat
Knockhill thisweekend.
The19-year-old,whodrivesaTeam

BMRSubaruLevorgintheBTCC,will

competeinafirst-generationHonda

CivicundertheBMRbannerandmay

contesttherestof theseasontoo.

Hehadalreadytestedthecarduring

thewinterandjoinsfellowBTCC

racerAidenMoffatintheseries.

“Iwatchedtheopeningroundat

Silverstoneandthefactthatwe’d

alreadygotaTCRcarmeantitwas

aneasydecisiontodoKnockhill,”

saidPrice.“I’mnotmakingany

predictions,buttheracingat

Silverstonelookedtobeprettyclose

andI’mexcitedtobejoiningTCRUK

foroneof theearlyrounds.”

PointsleaderDanLloydisalsogoing

tobeontheKnockhillgridthis

weekend.Hewonbothof theopening

racesof theseriesatSilverstonebut

onlyhadadealtocontestthefirst

weekendwiththeWestCoastRacing

squadinaVolkswagenGolf.Thathas

nowbeenextendedforKnockhilland

couldcontinuefurtherintotheseason.

TheothertwoWestCoastentriesat

Silverstone,forsiblingsAndreasand

JessicaBackman,willalsobebackon

thegridinScotland.

Despitethearrivalof Price,numbers

areexpectedtodropfrom13at

Silverstoneto12,butorganisersare

unconcernedbytheslightdropin

entries,suggestingtheyalways

expectingadecreaseforKnockhill.

“Thenumberswillbelowerat

Knockhillbecauseof thesheercostand

thegeographybutwehavealotof

peopleinterested[laterintheyear],”

saidTCRUK’sJonathanAshman.

“Youknowthenumbersaregoing

tobesmallinyearonebutTCRisa

crediblepropositionanditwillgrow

andgrow.We’rehappyforittosit inthe

UKandletitdevelop.Wealwaysknew

theUKwouldbetoughest[marketfor

TCRtocrack]andthat’swhyweleft it

tolast.IthinkSilverstonewaspositive

andtheatmospherewasgood.”

BothMoffatandhisLaserTools

Racingteam-mateDerekPalmerJr

completeddemonstrationrunsin

theirAlfaRomeoGiuliettaTCRcars

atKnockhill lastweekendaheadof

theracesattheScottishtrack.

PRICE JOINS TCR UK GRID
FOR KNOCKHILL ROUND

National FF1600 drivers
sample reverse Knockhill
LeadingBritishRacing&Sports

CarClubNationalFF1600teams

racedatKnockhill lastweekend

topreparefortheupcoming

TCR-supportingroundatthe

Scottishcircuit.

KevinMillsRacing,Cliff

DempseyRacingandTeam

DolanallmadethetriptoFife for

thesecondroundof theScottish

MotorRacingClub’sFF1600

Championshiptogainexperience

onthereverselayout.

KartinggraduateHugoBentley-

Ellisclaimedanimpressivedouble

podiumonhisfirstvisit tothe

circuit forMills,whileDolan’s

MattRound-Garridotookvictory

inthesecondraceof theweekend.

“Thisweekendisallabout

practicefortheNational

round,”saidRound-Garrido.

“We’velearntafewthings

aboutthisreverselayoutthat

willcomeinhandyintheraces

soit’sdefinitelyworthit.”

ReigningScottishFF1600

championRossMartin,whotook

thefirstwinattheweekendand

TCR UK had 13 cars

on grid at Silverstone

Photos: Jim Moir, Jakob Ebrey

Matt Round-Garrido won race

Championship leader Lloyd returns, as do Backman siblings

Price will race Honda Civic

RACING NEWS

leadsthestandings,willdrivein

thisweekend’sNationalmeeting

asaguestentry.

TheGrahamBruntonRacing

driverwasmeanttotakepart ina

fullseasonintheseriesthisyear,

butbudgettroublesforcedthe

teenagertoaborthisplans.

“Theplanhadalwaysbeento

dotheTCRroundif wecould,”

saidMartin.

“We’reinasaguestentryand

we’vegotnothingtolose. It’llbe

goodtotestmyself against the

Nationalboysagain.”

Restored by official UK Porsche Centres, 15 986-generation 
Boxsters made their debut at Brands Hatch wearing famous 
liveries from the marque’s racing history. The Porsche 
Classic Restoracing Competition celebrates the model’s 20th 
anniversary and will run a six-race calendar alongside the 
Porsche Club Championship. Notable designs included Pink 
Pig, Martini and Hippie homages to the 917K, with which 
Porsche won its first ever Le Mans in 1970.

Photo: Gary Hawkins

Welsh Sports & Saloons 
champion Edwards returns
Two-time Welsh Sports & Saloon 

Car champion Blake Edwards 

is returning to the series and 

competitive racing for the first 

time in 23 years.

Edwards won a single-race shootout 

in 1990 to become champion, before 

retaining the title in 1991 – the first 

year the WSSCC was a Motor Sports 

Association registered championship 

– before retiring in 1995.

He will race a Renault Clio in this 

weekend’s Oulton Park round and 

also contest other rounds 

throughout the season.

“I was made an honorary member of 

the Welsh Racing Drivers Association 

and I’ve been going to a few 

meetings,” said Blake, who recently 

turned 71 years old.

“I saw there were people aged 68, 69, 

70 who were doing it and I thought if 

they can do it, then I can do it. Going 

to the races, it brings the bug back.

“I bought a Renault Clio that 

wasn’t up to MSA-spec and spent 

three to four months and a lot of 

money upgrading it.

“I’m hoping for class wins, I can’t see 

me getting outright wins but outright 

wins get the same points as class wins. 

I want to be seriously contending.” 

Grimes to Le Mans
GT Cup race-winner Bonamy Grimes and 

Ivor Dunbar will debut in the Michelin Le 

Mans Cup in the Road to Le Mans as part 

of a five-car entry from Nielsen Racing 

Ecurie Ecosse in the LMP3 class. Grimes 

and Dunbar are part of sportscar veteran 

Johnny Mowlem’s Red River Sport 

management agency, and previously 

shared a Ferrari 488 GT3 in the Creventic 

Silverstone 12H, while Grimes has 

experience of the Ligier from sharing 

one with Mowlem in the LMP3 Cup.

Extra Equipe
The Equipe GTS series has secured additional 

track time at the MG Live meeting at Silverstone 

after its initial 58-car grid was filled within 15 

minutes. Organisers expect the second grid 

to likely be full too, by the time of the June 2/3 

meeting. The series often attracts large entries 

and always gets particularly high interest in its 

races at the MG Live event.

Century to GT Cup
Century Motorsport will enter a Ginetta 

G55 GT4 in the rest of the GT Cup season. 

The car will be shared by former GRDC 

and G40 Cup racers David Holloway and 

Phil Ingram, along with GT regular Piers 

Johnson. Holloway and Ingram are 

also set to tackle the British GT finale at 

Donington Park in September in the car.

Chapman’s Mini swap
Scottish Mini Cooper race winner Hannah 

Chapman is targeting a switch to single seaters 

this year.Chapman has switched from Minimax 

to Cloan Motorsport in Scottish Minis, and she 

has been testing Cloan’s Ray FF1600. “I’m 

going to be doing more testing later on this 

season and maybe enter one of the SMRC 

rounds too,” Chapman added. “I’ve had no 

experience in single-seaters before but I feel 

it is a good way to develop as a driver.”

Hot Hatch debut 
Reigning Scottish Mini Cooper Cup 

champion Mark Geraghty made his 

SMTA Hot Hatch Fiesta debut at 

Knockhill last weekend, claiming a brace 

of second places. Geraghty, who took 

the title in a dramatic final race of the 

season last year, only finalised his place 

on the entry list on Saturday afternoon. 

The Perthshire driver has decided to 

switch focus from the one-make series 

for 2018, instead opting to take part 

in the 750 Motor Club Enduro series in 

his Mini Cooper S.

IN BRIEF
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Meetingsheadache
Lastweekend’sDonington

HistoricFestivalandthis

weekend’sMonacoHistoricGrand

Prixhavegivensomehistoric race

preparationcompaniesahectic

week. INRacingfieldedatotalof

14carsatDoningtonandthen left

itsNottinghambaseonMonday

withsixcardestinedforMonaco.

Only theListerBristolofStephen

Bondwasenteredforbothevents.

Walker’saward
Theorganisersof theSilverstone

ClassicpresentedMurrayWalkerwith

aLifetimeAchievementAward last

week tomark70yearssincehe

attendedthe firstSilverstoneGrand

Prix in1948. Inaceremonyhostedby

fellowbroadcasterTiffNeedell, and

staged in thepit laneatSilverstone,

theaccoladewaspresentedbyNick

Wigley fromtheSilverstoneClassic.

Balfe’sdebut
BritishGTChampionship racer

SeanBalfemadehishistoric

racingdebutatDonington inU2TC

withafreshly-built LotusCortina.

Balfe,whousually racesaGT3

McLaren650S,wantedacar for

somefunracingonfreeweekends

andhadthePre ’66carbuiltupby

AndyWolfe.Hehopesto tacklea

couplemoreraces thisseason

aroundhisGTprogramme.

Classic Jagruns
JaguarexpertChrisKeith-Lucas took

his road-goingXK150StoDonington

for theJaguarClassicChallenge fresh

fromcompletingaseven-day,1000-

mile tourofNorthernSpain. “We

polished itandchangedthe tyres,”said

Keith-Lucasofconverting the60-year-

oldcarback into race trim.

Tilley inJunior
TeenagerBennTilley returnedto

FormulaJuniorat theDonington

HistoricFestivalwhenhehada

pairofguest races in theLolaMk5

of IanRobinson.Tilleyalsohopes

todotheSilverstoneClassic in

July in thecarmost recently raced

by itspreparer, IainRowley.Tilley

sat in thecar for the first time

beforequalifyingonFridayat

DoningtonPark.

Broadspeedbuyer
MichaelWilkinsondroveoneof the

Broadspeed-built JaguarXJ12Cs

as thepacecar for the rollingstartof

theJaguarClassicChallengeraceat

DoningtonParkonSaturday.The

former1976EuropeanTouringCar

Championshipmachinewas the firstof

only foursuchcarsbuilt for theJaguar

project,whichwasdroppedat the

endof the1977season.Thecar,

whichownedby regular racerChris

Scragg, isnowforsale.

HISTORICS

European Touring Car BMW makes comeback F3 Nations Cup returns to Brands Hatch

Thirty-fiveyearsafter it

racedatDoningtoninthe

EuropeanTouringCar

Championship,afreshly

rebuiltBMW635wasback

atthetrackfortheHistoric

TouringCarChallengerace

attheHistoricFestival.

NickPadmoreracedthe

BMWonits firstcompetitive

outingsinceacomplete

rebuildbyBMWexpert

Geoff Steel.

Inthe1983500kmraceit

wasdrivenbyfourdrivers,

includingItalianGiuseppe

Briozzo,butfailedtofinishas

MartinBrundlespearheaded

thedriverline-upinthe

winningJaguarXJS.

“WetestedatSilverstonein

thewetandonlydidacoupleof

laps,sothis is thefirstproper

run,”saidPadmoreafter

qualifyingsixthfastest.The

carlaterretiredmid-race.

The 2018 edition of the Historic

Formula 3 Nations Cup will be

held at the HSCC Legends of

Brands Hatch meeting on

June 30/July 1.

Organised by the 1000cc F3

Historic Racing Association,

the Nations Cup is for up to two

teams of three cars per country.

Teams from regions or even UK

counties can be entered and the

idea was resurrected by the late

Bev Bond, who was in Team GB

with James Hunt for the final

edition at Thruxton in 1970.

This will be a return home for

the Nations Cup as it was first

held on the Brands GP Circuit

in October 1966 and was won by

the British team of Chris Irwin,

Piers Courage and Peter Gethin.

Irwin took the race victory in his

Chequered Flag Brabham BT18

and that car is due to be on the

grid 52 years later with Andrew

Hibberd aboard.

G-Cat’s new Ford Escort finally makes UK debut at Donington Park

TimSwadkinandTerryCaton

fieldedanimmaculateFord

EscortMk1intheHTCCraceat

DoningtonParkastheG-Cat

RacingprojectmadeitsUKdebut.

Thetwo-litreBDG-poweredcar

wasfinishedlatelastseasonin

timeforaraceatPortimaoand

wasrunningforthefirsttimein

Britainovertheweekend.

“It’sbeenbuilttofullGroup2

specificationliketheBroadspeed

carsof 1973and’74,”saidG-Cat’s

GregCaton,whoisapartownerof

thecar.“We’vehadthebodyshell

foraboutfouryears.”

WhileenginebuilderSwadkin

andCatonSeniorracedtheEscort

toaclasswin,Gregsharedthe

FordCapriof LudovicLindsay

atDoningtonPark.

By Paul Lawrence

IsleofWightdriverChris
Atkinsonsays thechance
to raceaFormula1carat
Monaco thisweekend
will be the realisation
ofaboyhooddream.

Atkinson, 51, will race the

Hesketh 308 owned by Irish

racer James Hagan while the

owner recovers from a skiing

accident. Atkinson usually

drives the ex-Mike Hailwood

Surtees TS8 Formula 5000

machine but will step up to

DFV power for the street race.

“I’ve been to Monaco before

but never to race, instead I

drove the truck there for Frank

Lyons! ” said Atkinson. “James

has a skiing injury and asked

me if I wanted to do it. It is one

of my boyhood dreams to race

a proper F1 car and to do it at

Monaco is amazing.

“ I just want to finish the

race and bring the car back

home in one piece.”

Atkinson has raced on the

street circuit at Pau and had a

shakedown test in the Hesketh

on the Silverstone Grand Prix

circuit last week. “It’s certainly

lighter and more nimble than

the Formula 5000,” he added.

Ten days ago Atkinson and

his father Ken competed in a

Historic Sporting Trial in his

Cannon. “That’s the two

extremes of motorsport: from

a muddy trial to racing an F1

car at Monaco in two weeks,”

said Atkinson. He also

contested the 2017 London-

Brighton veteran car run

in his 1903 De Dion Bouton.

Atkinson warmed up for the

Monaco race by racing the

Surtees in the Derek Bell

Trophy races at Donington

over the weekend.

Racer goes “from a muddy trial to Monaco in two weeks”

ATKINSON GETS A SHOT
AT HISTORIC FORMULA 1

DOWNTHE

PUB
WITH

RICKARD
RYDELL
1998 BTCC champion

Age:50 Lives:Sweden

IN BRIEF

‘Tilley hopes to
do the Classic’
Teenager’s return, below
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Hewasbackat
Silverstone
“The last time IwasatSilverstone

waswith theSEAT inWTCCin

2006, I think.But itwas1998

when IwontheBTCCin the

VolvoS40that Iwasdrivingat

Silverstone lastweek.Wewon

the titleatSilverstone in the last

meeting. Iwaschampionafter

the firstof the tworacesso itwas

abitofa relief. I neededtoscore

enoughpoints in the first race

tobeatAnthonyReidso Iwas

being reallycareful.”

He’lldriveaVolvoagain
“Idrove theS40of Jason

MinshawontheSilverstone

Classicmediadayandyou feel

athomewhenyousit in thecar

again,evenafter20years. In

thoseyearsofSuperTouring in

theBTCCwewere testinga lot.

Inoneyear Imade38return trips

toSwedenbecausewewere

testingeveryweek.But I always

stayed living inSweden.”

Testingwasabigdeal
“With thebudgetswehadback

then, therewasa lotof testing

anddevelopmentwork. I really

liked thatand Ienjoyedbeingpart

of thedevelopmentof thecar.”

It is 20 years ago…
“NowI’mgoing to race theS40

at theSilverstoneClassicand

Jasonwillbe runninghiscar for

me.Hesaid Icouldcomeand

drivehiscaras it is20yearssince

IwontheBTCC.Since I’mnot

racingatall anymore, I thought it

wouldbea funevent todo.”

He’s an F1
commentator
“I retired fromracingaftermy last

full season in2012 inSwedish

TouringCars.NowI’manexpert

commentator forSwedishTV in

Formula1and last year Iwent to

11F1races.But thisyear I am

onlydoingeight racesas Idon’t

want todo toomany. I’vebeen

travellingallmy lifeand that’s

enough. Ihave threekidswho

arenowbetween21and26.”

The BTCC seasons
were good times
“If I lookbackatmycareer,being

inachampionship like theBTCC

withbig testingbudgetsmakes it

themost funyears.But itwasalso

very toughandcompetitiveand

Ienjoyed ita lot. Itwasoneof the

highlightsalongwithwinning

Macau in1992andtheGT1

classatLeMans in2007.”

Photos: Paul Lawrence

Atkinson has

tested Hesketh

Rydell is back in Volvo
The XJ12C is now up for sale

Keith-Lucas ran his Jaguar

New Escort got UK outing

Aannestad’s nightmare as Alfa detained by UK border prior to Donington Festival

Svein Aannestad was unable 

to take part in his first Donington 

Historic Festival at the weekend 

after the trailer carrying his 

race car was detained at the 

UK border.

The Norwegian had been due 

to enter his 1963 Alfa Romeo 

Giulia GT under invitation in the 

Historic Racing Drivers Club’s 

Touring Greats for Pre-’60 

Touring Cars race.

But a weighing error by 

the shipping company prior 

to making the ferry crossing 

meant he was unable to leave 

the docks at Immingham.

Aannestad said: “Our total 

weight came to 10 tonnes but 

DFDS put the cargo only 

down as 10 tonnes. The ferry 

was 36 hours late anyway, 

but at Customs the automatic 

barrier wouldn’t let us out 

because the computer 

hadn’t recognised what we 

had declared.”

To add insult to injury, 

because Aannestad had left 

his racing licence in the trailer, 

he had to pay for tickets on the 

gate in order to go and watch 

the race he should have been a 

part of.

The carrier did pay the £1000 

fine and will return Aannestad’s 

car free of  charge. The race was 

won by the father-and-son 

pairing of  Mike and Andrew 

Jordan in a Austin 40.
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Evans enjoyed the

2017 showdown

Evans (left) says that some of the chances have been missed

Meeke is a fan of the refreshed Saturday route
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RALLY NEWS

GB’S NEW ROUTE VISION
By David Evans

Last year’s Wales Rally GB 
winner Elfyn Evans has  
criticised the organisers of  
the October event for closing  
the wrong public roads on 
Britain’s round of the World  
Rally Championship.

Evans hoped his favourite 

Gartheiniog test would be linked  

via a closed road to the Dyfi forest to 

produce a classic, 30-mile mid-Wales 

monster stage. Instead the organisers 

have gone for smaller road closures 

to link stages in the north.

Evans told MN: “It’s not a bad  

route at all, but there’s a lot of  road 

closures in there and maybe that’s  

to the detriment of  the route. Don’t 

get me wrong, I don’t want to come 

across as moaning about this, I can 

see the benefits of  the road closure  

in places like Penmachno, but they 

shouldn’t do it just for the sake of  

joining roads. They should do it to 

open up fantastic stages and the  

one I would like to have seen is Dyfi 

and Gartheiniog; joining those two 

would have made a hell of  a stage.” 

Evans added that he was also 

disappointed the route would  

only be spending one day in his 

native mid-Wales and two in  

the country’s north.

He said: “We all know the rally has 

to be based in the north for the hotels 

and service park infrastructure, but 

the stages for the rally are really in 

mid-Wales. The quality of  stages we 

get in Dyfi or Hafren or Myherin are 

some of the best in the world. Those 

roads, the ones in the middle band  

of  the country, are the ones to use.

“Don’t get me wrong, Penmachno 

and the stages up in the north are 

fantastic, but I’m just not quite sure 

they have the same flow and feel as 

the ones further south.

“Having all the mid-Wales stages 

on Saturday [October 7] does give 

choice for the spectators on the day, 

but having the two days in mid-Wales 

was, for me, working quite well. I 

understand the need to come back  

to service in Deeside on one of  the 

days, but it’s a shame there’s not 

Aberhirnant or Dyfnant on Friday –  

I think we could still have made 

lunchtime service with one of   

those as well.”

Evans’ fellow Brit Kris Meeke 

admitted he still struggled with  

the need for the Great Orme  

among some classic woods.

“We rally in Wales in the forests,” 

he said. “That’s what the rally is 

about. To offer five points for the 

Great Orme, where you cut over the 

kerbs and there’s potential for 

damaging rims on gravel tyres… no, 

it’s not what Rally GB is about. Wales 

has beautiful forest roads and it’s 

those they should be showing off  on 

the powerstage – that’s where 

rallying is.”

Even though the powerstage points 

are now being offered on the second 

stage of  the final day – the 10-mile 

Gwydir test – Meeke said he could 

see problems with that.

He added: “It’s good that we’re not 

using the Orme, but my only worry  

is that running the powerstage early 

[on Sunday] could compromise the 

television a little bit – if  there’s more 

than five seconds between cars,  

will you risk everything [your 

overall position] for those points?”

Meeke admitted he was a fan of   

the Saturday refresh, which includes 

all the mid-Wales stages in one day 

for the first time in 21 years.  

“Saturday’s a proper, proper day 

with Sweet Lamb, Hafren, Myherin, 

Dyfi and all those classic stages in 

one – that’s really good,” he said. 

“There’s plenty of  options for the 

spectators as well, hopefully we’ll  

see plenty of  people out there.” 

Rally GB managing director Ben 

Taylor stood firm on his selection  

of  the route. He said: “We’ve been 

working on this for a year, to create  

a fantastic, innovative route that 

changes the format of  the rally 

specifically for two main reasons: to 

address the concerns of  the teams 

from previous years and to take this 

great event to the people to make new 

WRC fans. I wouldn’t expect the 

drivers to comprehend all the 

nuances of  creating a rally route, 

it’s not their job. But, over and above 

selecting challenging stages for  

the drivers’ entertainment, we  

have a load of  issues to take into 

consideration and then – after a few 

months of  countless iterations and 

changes – we arrive at the best 

possible options for the whole event.

“I am delighted with this year’s 

route, and in particular that we’re 

able to finish with the Orme; we’re 

predicting tens of  thousands of  fans 

– including a whole load of  families 

and people new to the sport – on the 

streets on that final day. That’s  

what we need to do if  the sport is 

going to grow.

“I completely understand Elfyn’s 

point about Dyfi and Gartheiniog; 

it’s probably the most obvious use of  

the new legislation and we did look  

at it closely. But the new law was only 

in force at the start of  February,  

so we decided we would only close 

roads in Conwy County this year,  

so we could make sure that we got  

the process right and didn’t get  

over-ambitious in year one.”

Hyundai team manager Alain 

Penasse couldn’t see the problem 

with the route. “I like it,” he said.  

“It’s a good challenge. And I liked  

the Great Orme as well – I think it’s 

good to see rallies being individual 

and doing their own thing.”

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

Last year’s winner wants more stages in mid-Wales in 2018
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Ogier was off the 

pace in Argentina

Paddon took a record-breaking victory on the Rally ofWhangarei

M-Sport team principal 

Malcolm Wilson is confident 

his team will bounce back after 

a lacklustre Rally Argentina – 

with the Cumbrian convinced 

the Ford Fiesta WRC’s inability 

to challenge at the sharp end was 

a South American-specific issue.

Sebastien Ogier and Elfyn 

Evans finished a distant fourth 

and sixth in Argentina, but 

Wilson expects a return to 

normal service in Portugal 

next week.

The M-Sport Ford squad has 

identified the areas where it lost 

out in Villa Carlos Paz and the 

only event where it could suffer 

the same issues is at Britain’s 

round of the championship 

in October.

“It seems we were struggling a 

little bit with low grip,” Wilson 

said. “It was the same last year. 

Yes, Elfyn [Evans] was a minute 

clear in Argentina at the end of  

day one, but where were Seb 

[Ogier] and Ott [Tanak] in the 

other cars? Th ey weren’t nearly 

as competitive and it was the 

same in Wales. So we have to look 

at the grip Elfyn had [from his 

DMACK tyres]. We’re absolutely 

not going to say anything about 

Michelin, everybody else had 

the same tyre, what we have to 

do is find a way to fix this.”

The Cockermouth-based team 

lost ground to Hyundai in the 

makes’ race, falling 15 points 

behind the South Korean 

marque in second. 

“There’s no panic here,” said 

Wilson. “We’re confident going 

forward to events like Portugal 

and Sardinia. Look what 

happened 12 months ago after 

Argentina, Seb went to Portugal 

and was straight back on it. 

There’s no question we weren’t 

as competitive in Argentina, 

but that’s going to be the nature 

of  these cars a little bit.

“I’m sure Hyundai were 

scratching their heads after 

Corsica and Mexico – these cars 

can’t be perfect everywhere, so 

we will find these holes.” 

News from Friday’s appeal 

to have Ogier’s Rally Mexico 

10-second penalty for hitting 

the chicane in the powerstage 

overturned is expected 

this week.

JuhaKankkunenand

Nicky Grist will be reunited 

with their 1994 Rally of  

Portugal-winning Toyota 

Celica GT-Four ST185 

on next month’s Rallye 

Festival Trasmiera.

The car was originally 

built by Team Toyota 

Europe for Carlos Sainz in 

1992. It was last used by 

Kankkunen an d Grist 

in 1994. Grist purchased the 

Celica last year and then sat 

alongside Jari-Matti 

Latvala,whodroveitat

Rallyday in September 

last year.

Since then the car has been 

converted back to left-hand 

drive and refitted with 

original 1994 TTE parts.

“I thought it would be good 

to get Juha back in the car, 

just to reconfirm the car’s 

history,” said Grist. “The 

Celica is different to when 

people saw it at Rallyday. It’s 

back to original spec. It will 

be in Tarmac trim too; the 

firstdayof the1994Rally

Portugal was on Tarmac, 

followed by three days of  

gravel: it will be almost the 

same as when Juha and 

I started the event!”

Kankkunen and Grist 

aren’t the only stars making 

the trip: Jimmy McRae will 

also be in north-east Spain 

this weekend driving a Ford 

Sierra RS Cosworth 4x4. 

The event is a Tarmac 

demonstration event run in 

the foothills of  the Pyrenees.

HaydenPaddonfliesbacktoEuropeto

restarthisWorldRallyChampionship

careerinthebestpossibleshape

followinghisdominationof last

week’sRallyof Whangarei.

Paddondrovethei20AP4developed

byhisownPaddonRallysportteamon

formerRallyNZstagesto,onceagain,

breakrecordsinhisownbackyard.

Atlastmonth’sOtagoRally,Paddon

brokethestagerecordonall17South

Islandtests–therewasmoreof

thesameashewonall18stagesin

Whangareilastweekend.Healsowon

theeventby7m26.3soverBenHunt’s

SubaruWRXSTi.

Paddon’slastWRCeventwiththe

factoryteamwasRallySweden.Since

thenDaniSordohasdriventhe

team’sthirdcarinMexico,Corsica

andArgentina.Hyundaifieldsfour

carsforPaddon,Sordo,Thierry

NeuvilleandAndreasMikkelsen

inPortugalnextweek.

“Itwasgood,everythingwentwell,”

Paddonsaid.“Ilearnedacoupleof

thingswithtyremanagementand

differentdrivingstrategiesbetween

thefirstandsecondpass–thingsthat

willtranslatetooverseascompetition.

It’stheperfectconfidenceboosterfor

headingbackover[toEurope].”

PaddonisduetotestforRally

Portugalthisweek,whenhewill

bereunitedwithBritishco-driver

SebMarshall.

‘What are the next
steps for the BRC?’
Is a UK rethink needed? p20
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Kankkunen and Grist reunited in co-driver’s 1994 Toyota

Ingram quits ERC rally after illness

Paddon learns lessons on New Zealand stages

Britain’s Chris Ingram is 

aiming for an Acropolis 

Rally return to the 

European Rally 

Championship following 

his early departure from 

last week’s Canaries Rally 

due to illness.

The reigning Under 27 

European Rally champion 

started the second ERC 

round in his Toksport 

Skoda Fabia R5, but pulled 

over in stage three after 

feeling it was dangerous to 

continue.  Ingram spent 

Thursday night in hospital 

in Las Palmas, discharging 

himself  to start the event 

on Friday morning. He 

struggled through the first 

two stages in 21st position 

and then called it a day on 

the following Artenara test.

“I’ve been feeling a bit 

strange for the last week or 

so,” Ingram said. “I thought 

once the adrenalin kicked 

in this morning it would 

improve, but it’s impossible. 

I feel miles away, I’m not 

getting near any apexes, it’s 

a disaster. I just couldn’t 

drive, so I had to pull over. I 

just feel dreadful.”

Ingram was late arriving 

at shakedown on Thursday 

and only managed one 

run of the pre-event stage. 

Ingram’s preparations 

of  the event had been 

compromised by a minor 

testing shunt earlier in 

the week.

The 23-year-old made the 

perfect start to his ERC U28 

campaign at the Azores 

Rally in March, winning the 

category and finishing 

fourth overall on his debut 

in a four-wheel drive car.

Ingram will now turn his 

attentions to Greece’s ERC 

round on June 1-3. “Now 

I have to focus on the 

next rounds in Greece and 

Cyrpus and making sure 

I’m there – I need to be doing 

those for any chance of  the 

overall ERC title,” he added.
AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

GROUP RALLYING EDITOR

DAVID
EVANS
“The APRC 
is under 
serious threat

C
ongratulations to Yuya 
Sumiyama. The Japanese 
won his first ever Asia Pacific 
Rally Championship round at 
the weekend. Congratulations 
must also go to Fabio Frisiero, 

who collected his first ever runners-up spot 
on the FIA’s regional series.

And finally, well done to me. I was third. Bottom step 
of the podium.

Actually, I wasn’t. But I could have been and most 
likely would have been. There were, you see, only 
two APRC finishers at last week’s opening round, 
the International Rally of Whangarei.

Fifty per cent of the APRC field fell by the wayside 
when Mike Young and Fuyuhiko Takahashi retired 
before the finish of a brilliant Kiwi opener. 

Four cars started last weekend’s APRC. This is,
of course, nothing new. Five started on the North 
Island last season. And, on occasion, the APRC’s 
had just one finisher. By the time we get to India for 
the season-closing Coffee Day Rally in December, 
who knows how the series will be. 

India has, of course, been one of the APRC’s most 
ardent supporters in recent years, with the MRF 
Skoda team providing a brace of factory-spec Fabia 
R5s for the series. Local hero Gaurav Gill drove one 
of the cars and delivered a real return for MRF with 
three APRC titles in five years and domination of 
India’s round. But it was the second car which 
delivered much of the interest for the world of rallying, 
as Skoda’s junior drivers were farmed out to the 
Far East and beyond to see how they would fare 
on some of the world’s toughest rallies. 

Talk to the likes of Jan Kopecky, Pontus Tidemand 
and Esapekka Lappi about their time in Asia Pacific 
and they’ll speak fondly of the challenge of the New 
Caledonian roads, the trick to getting the best out of 
Hokkaido or dealing with Malaysian mud. Lappi failed 
on all three of those events. Granted, he won the 
other three, but finished second in the 2013 APRC 
to Gill. MRF has gone now. Gill will tackle four 
WRC2 rounds this year with an eye to a full campaign
next season.

If it’s the APRC’s apparent good times you’re 
searching for, head for the early 1990s. In fact, look
at the names that trailed much-loved 1993 champion 
‘Possum’ Bourne: Colin McRae, Juha Kankkunen 
and Francois Delecour.  

But that flattered to deceive. Kankkunen and 
Delecour scored on two rounds: New Zealand and 
Australia, the two ‘local’ WRC counters which 
qualified for the APRC as well. Mitsubishi and 
Subaru regularly sent drivers to events in Thailand 
or Malaysia, but this was no long-term solution for 
Asia Pacific.

This year’s APRC is a six-round series touring New 
Zealand, Australia, Malaysia, Japan, China and India. 
You would have thought a calendar including 50 per 
cent of the BRIC economies [Brazil, Russia, India 
and China]  would have been a sensible proposition. 
Apparently not, even though the promotion of the 
series is solid enough. 

But there’s no escaping the geography. It’s a long 
way between rallies and those logistics cost. But the 
FIA has to find a solution. We can’t lose the APRC. 
The rallies and the region are too important for that.

Kankkunen on Rally Portugal in 1994

M-SPORT PROMISES FIGHTBACK



Could new rule

add entries?

Photos: Paul Lawrence, chasingthecars.com, Writtle Photographic

The historic rallying 

fraternity has reacted 

with huge enthusiasm to 

the news that the MSA 

has revised the rules for 

seeding and running order 

on gravel stage rallies.

When the MSA moved to 

one field of cars in fastest-

first order in March 2015, 

entries from the older 

cars plummeted. Drivers 

were not prepared to run 

fragile and increasingly 

valuable cars in the ruts of 

the main field, and cars 

were parked up in garages.

The formation of Rally 

2WD for 2018 made major 

inroads into getting them 

back out, but it was always 

intended to be the best 

fix available under the 

prevailing rules. Now, the 

historics have the chance 

to have the best available 

road conditions for the 

first time since 2014.

Paul Lawrence

Historic entries
praise changes

RALLY NEWS

NICKY GRIST STAGES COULD BE
FIRST EVENT FOR SPLIT SEEDING

By Jack Benyon

The Nicky Grist Stages 
could be the first event 
to run with split-field 
seeding under the new 
Motor Sports Association 
rules, according to clerk 
of the course Neil Cross. 

The NG Stages on July 14 is 

a round of  the BTRDA and 

Welsh Rally Championships 

this year and Cross, 

chairman of  the BTRDA 

rallies committee, has 

already signalled intent.

“I’m hopeful we’ll be 

running a split field, our 

event lends to it perfectly,” 

said Cross. “I received the 

email last Friday and on 

Friday evening I applied to 

the MSA to run a split field.

“I think there’s a few events 

that may try and bring it in 

before July 1, they might ask 

for special dispensation. 

“The problem there is their 

regulations are already out, 

so the competitors who have 

entered have to agree to it. 

Split fields will suit some 

and not everybody.”

The BTRDA is one of  the 

championships that could 

be boosted most by the new 

rules change. In 2014, before 

the fastest-first seeding came 

into force, the 1400 and Rally 

First championships had 86 

points scorers. In 2017 the 

combined number was down 

to 31, and while that should 

be set against general entry 

numbers falling, it’s still a 

drop of  more than half. 

Cross is hoping new safety 

regulations brought in since 

don’t put the clubmen 

competitors off.

“A lot of  competitors have 

been lost,” added Cross. 

“It’s the livelihood of  the 

events that’s at stake and 

we need them [the 

competitors] back. 

“I think it could be difficult 

as you’ve got life for belts, 

life for fire extinguishers, 

HANS devices have all come 

in since they’ve drifted away. 

“For some of  them it will 

be a fairly hefty expense to 

get out into the forests. If  

BTRDA wants 1400 boost

REACTION

Simon Wallis 

(Ford Lotus Cortina)

“This is everything we hoped 
for and lobbied for. In less than 
two months, David Richards has 
delivered a fantastic result for 
all of rallying, not just historics. 
People want to go rallying in 
the older cars, but they don’t 
want to smash them to pieces 
in ruts. This is a fantastic result 
for rallying.”

Guy Weaver (Escort Mk2 

co-driver and chairman of 

organising club)

“Initial thoughts are that this is 
like the reinvention of rallying. 
The new running order will 
preserve the use of the 
Category 1 cars and under 
1600s in the massively 
successful R2WD format 
and allow those learning the 
ropes in rallying the chance to 
experience iconic British gravel 
stages at their best.”

Stuart Cariss 

(Ford Escort Mk1)

“What brilliant news! The 

difference to the condition of our 
car after Rally North Wales and 
the Pirelli Rally where the 2WDs 
ran first, compared to previous 
events, has to be seen to be 
believed. We owe the guys at 
Rally2WD a tremendous thank 
you and, of course, to the MSA 
for the change. I’m sure this will 
maintain the upsurge in historic 
and 2WD rally entries just 
when we were thinking rallying 
was finished.”

Dessie Nutt (Porsche 911)

“I have been privileged to have 
been involved in historic rallying 
for 26 years, with many great 
and enjoyable times. This was 
missing lately but will, I am sure, 
now return with this fantastic, 
and very sensible, change.”

Ian Beveridge 

(Volvo PV544)

“It is great news that common 
sense has finally prevailed. As 
we hoped, [MSA head] David 
Richards understands rallying 
far better than the people 
actually running it!”

Malcolm Rich (Ford Anglia)

“Well done to those who lobbied 
so hard on our behalf. Hopefully 
now we can look forward to 
events full of Category 1 
cars on a regular basis.”

Dave Hopkins 

(Talbot Sunbeam)

“It was great to read this news 
after all of the hard work that 
has gone into promoting 
Rally2WD. There is no doubt 
that having Dave Richards at 
the top of the MSA has brought 
rallying back to the forefront 
and his enthusiasm and 
support for club rallying will 
benefit everyone.”

Bob Bean 

(Ford Lotus Cortina)

“We welcome this great news, 
which can only encourage more 
historic cars to compete again. 
Common sense is prevailing, 
which is rare in this day and age.”

Paul Mankin 

(Ford Lotus Cortina)

“This really is fantastic news. A 

huge thanks to those behind 
R2WD – that format was 
enough to get the historic entries 
up and prove to the MSA that 
the demand was there if the 
roads were in acceptable 
condition. I can’t help think that 
David Richards’ background 
has also helped and, if so, that 
bodes well for the future.”

Phil Harris (Mini Cooper S)

“I think great credit is due 
to those involved in the 
Rally2WD project for thrusting 
the issue to the fore and to 
the MSA for responding so 
positively. It is fantastic news 
and should encourage many 
more competitors to return 
to the forests.”

Alan Walker 

(Ford Escort Mk2)

“I think this will be the catalyst 
for a real boom in historic 
rallying. It’s the change we’ve 
been lobbying for and everyone 
should recognise that David 
Richards has given historic 
rallying a massive boost.”

Dessie Nutt:“A very sensible change”

SimonWallis:“Everythingwehopedfor”

they’re prepared to make 

that investment, they’ll be 

back for the long term.

“They’re going to have 

prime roads to start the 

rallies on, and the roads 

aren’t cutting up as badly 

as they used to.”

Cross confirmed that while 

the BTRDA hasn’t made any 

final decisions on how it will 

seed, its initial plan is to have 

1400 and Rally First entries 

at the front along with certain 

historic classes only.
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Welsh event is targeting two-wheel-drive 
cars at the front of the field



JasonPritchardishopingto

puttheheartbreakof alate

retirementfromlastyear’s

ManxNationalRallytobed

withastrongshowingatthis

weekend’sevent.

The29-year-old,co-drivenby

PhilClarke,wasleadingwhen

anelectricalfaultcosthim

oversixminutesonthe

penultimatestage,denying

himafourth-straightvictory

inhisFordFocusWRC05.

Pritchardwillstartthis

year’sMSAAsphaltRally

Championshipeventas

favourite–despitenothaving

driventheFocusfor12months.

“Whathappenedlastyear

stillhurtsanditmakesme

moredeterminedtocomeback

strongerthisyear,”saidthree-

timeBritishHistoricRally

championPritchard.“Ilove

theManxNational, it’stheone

eventwesaywe’redoingatthe

startof everyyear.Weforget

aboutthetimesbecauseit’s

suchapleasuretodrivethe

stages,andwhenitallworks

andclicksthetimesarethere.

If wegointodaytwoandwe

havetoupourpace,thenI

knowwecandothat.”

Pritcharddoesn’tactually

startascarnumberonethis

year,thathonourgoestofellow

WelshmanHughHunter.He

wonlastyear’seventinaFord

FiestaR5,andhasupgradedto

aFiestaRSWRCfor2018.He

usedthecartofinishsecondon

hisasphaltdebutinthe

machineontheRallyTendring

andClactonlastmonth.

Completingatrioof

Welshmeninthetopthree,

DamianColeisinhisFiestaRS

WRCfortheonlyregularevent

ontheAsphaltseriescalendar

hehasn’twon.

DanHarper,aManxRally

champion(MiniJohnCooper

WorksWRC)andPeter

Taylor’sFiestaRSWRCcould

alsofightforhonours.

‘Barrable ignites 
Irish Tarmac title bid’
Rally of the Lakes, p18
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Friend finally gets R2 outing after delay
Mid Wales Stages canned for poor entries

Edwards targets third successive rally win as BTRDA rolls into Welshpool for the Plains

Pritchard aims for Manx redemption

Ben Friend is finally set to get 

his prize drive in a Ford Fiesta 

R2 after it was delayed by the 

postponement of  the Mid Wales 

Stages in March. 

Friend will compete on the 

Plains Rally, and was chosen to 

drive the Fiesta because of  his 

performances in the British 

Historic Rally Championship.

The car’s owner is Pete Smith 

of  Swift Caravans, and he has 

been handing the car over to 

young drivers in a bid to give 

them a chance to impress. 

They still contribute to costs, 

but get the car for free.

“I’m not expecting too 

much on the first time,” said 

23-year-old Friend, who drives a 

left-hand-drive car for the first 

time. “I think the Plains will be 

an event that should suit us. I’ve 

done it two or three times, and 

we’ve done GB four times, so 

I’m familiar with Gartheiniog.”

The Mid Wales Stages Rally 

which was first due to run on 

March 4 has been cancelled 

due to a poor entry. 

The event was initially 

postponed due to the storm 

weather which swept through 

the UK and Ireland on the 

original March weekend, and 

was then reorganised for May 6. 

But due to poor take-up from 

competitors, and a struggle to find 

event organisers, the Newtown 

and District Automobile Club 

made the decision to cancel. 

“We were faced with a potential 

loss of  over £15,000 to add to 

the £5,000 loss from having to 

postpone the event from the 

original March 4 date,” said 

clerk of  the course Wayne Jones.

“I feel very sorry for the 

hard work that the organising 

committee have put in to organise 

both the March and rescheduled 

May event and I would like to 

thank them all for their efforts. 

The event was due to be a 

round of the Welsh Rally 

Championship in 2018.

Matt Edwards will lead the BTRDA 

field away for the Plains Rally 

this Saturday in search of  his 

third straight rally victory.

Edwards, co-driven by Darren 

Garrod, is dovetailing a BTRDA 

and a British Rally Championship 

campaign, and has won the 

previous rounds of  both series. 

Luke Francis, runner-up on the 

Rallynuts Stages as he gets to grips 

with his new Ford Fiesta RS WRC, 

is car two ahead of  Ford Focus 

WRC driver Paul Bird. Reigning 

champion Stephen Petch and 

Fiesta R5 driver Sacha Kakad 

round out the top five. 

The top 10 has taken a hit 

compared to the previous round, 

with a number of  high-profile 

entries missing, including Julian 

Reynolds (Fiesta R5) and Fiesta RS 

WRC driver Hugh Hunter, who is 

competing on the Manx National.

NR4 class leader Russ Thompson 

heads a strong class entry, while 

James Giddings and Sion Cunniff  

could extent their Fiesta ST 

Trophy lead while first-round 

winner Zak Hughes returns after 

retiring from the Rallynuts Stages. 

R2 Rallye Cup leaders George 

Lepley/Tom Woodburn headline 

that class entry, while Chris 

Powell’s Talbot Sunbeam will 

challenge for 1400 honours. AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

REVELLING IN HISTORIC RALLYING

T
he latest news from the
MSA about changes to
running order protocol
is fabulous for gravel
rallying in general, and
historics in particular.

I am bowled over at how effectively
new MSA chairman David Richards has
grasped the problem and prompted
swift and decisive changes.

I have been guilty of going on and on 
about the damage done to rallying by the 
imposition of one field of cars seeded in 
performance order. It dealt gravel rallying 
a devastating blow at a time when this branch 
of the sport was already on the ropes. 

Those in older and smaller-engined cars 
voted with their feet and the decline in entries 
took some events to the brink of collapse. 
Club’s resources have been consumed at an 
unsustainable rate to keep events alive. Now, 
in a matter of a few weeks, Richards has acted 
in the very best interest of the sport by making 
changes happen. 

No one can fail to see that the MSA needed 
to act, and be seen to act, following the 
Scottish Fatal Accident Inquiry and many 
good things were done to protect the sport’s 
future. But making all the cars run in one 
block was a step way too far and was, in my 
view, ill conceived.

In truth, despite ongoing lobbying, there 
was little appetite in the corridors of power 
at Colnbrook to revisit running order. 

Then David Richards arrived as the new 
MSA chairman, with drive, vision and 
determination and, most importantly, the 
interest of the sport at heart. Suddenly, 
change was possible, but the speed at which 
it has arrived has taken everyone by surprise.

So, what has changed? Well, the permission 
to run a short, planned gap in the field allows 
the previously disadvantaged cars to return to 
running first on the road. Then, allowing the 
first group to be reverse seeded is manna for 
those in older, smaller and less powerful cars. 

It is a massive boost to the sport and it will 
start happening a month from now. Historics, 
modern 1400s, Rally Firsts and all two-wheel 
drives can now look ahead to the prospect 
of running on quality surfaces rather than 
behind 40 or 50 four-wheel drives.

No one doubts that the more powerful two-
wheel drives can damage the roads, but the 
new format will ensure that the roads stay 
good much further down the field. Ally that 
to the fantastic work being done on the Welsh 
forests by Rally4Wales and the quality of 
Kielder stages on the recent Pirelli Rally 
and you have the recipe for the best road 
conditions for years. It is a massive win-win 
for gravel rallying.

Now we need the organising clubs to 
embrace the possibilities and there are sure 
to be many discussions over coming weeks 
between clubs and championship organisers. 
Without question, these changes to running 
order rules mark the best possible news for 
gravel rallying.

PAUL
LAWRENCE
“It’s the best
news for 
gravel rallying”

SEEDED ENTRY LIST

Manx National Rally, MSA Asphalt Championship, May 11/12

NO. DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR

1 HughHunter/RobFagg FordFiestaRSWRC

2 JasonTauberPritchard/PhilClarke Ford Focus WRC05

3 Damian Cole/Jamie Edwards Ford Fiesta RS WRC

4 Daniel Harper/Chris Campbell MiniJohnCooperWorksWRC

5 Peter Taylor/Andrew Roughead Ford Fiesta RS WRC

6 Jamie Jukes/James Morgan Mitsubishi Mirage

7 Tristan Pye/ Andrew Falconer Subaru Impreza

8 David Hardie/John McCulloch Subaru Impreza

9 Bob Fowden/Den Golding Subaru Impreza WRC

10 Stu Bainborough/Jane Nicol Mitsubishi Lancer E6

Welsh crew led last

year before retiring

Photo: Floor it Photography, M&H Photography

SPEED AND RALLY SHOW

Fans were greeted with a rallying extravaganza last weekend, as the Border 200 Road Rally and Speed & Rally
Show ran in and around Oswestry. The revolutionary two-night format for the Border 200 drew universal praise 
from competitors, and was won by Daniel Jones/Gerwyn Barry (above right). On the Sunday, rally cars of all 
generations entertained crowds at the Oswestry Showground for the Speed & Rally Show in association with 
Motorsport News, while a special forum celebrated the Motoring News Road Rally champions.
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LUKYANUK DOUBLES-UP IN CANARIES

A
lexey Lukyanuk’s 
reputation is one 
of  a blindingly 
fast but all too 
often crash-
happy driver. 

Based on his 

double-winning start to the new ERC 

season, the blindingly fast bit remains 

spot on. Only it’s a far calmer, measured 

Russian behind the wheel of  the 

H-Racing Ford Fiesta R5.

Lewis Allen, previously Ott Tanak’s 

rally engineer at M-Sport and now part 

of  the Lukyanuk fold, is playing a big 

part in the transformation, developing 

the solutions that used to require 

driving to the limit and then a fair 

distanceoverit.

“Itmakesmyprogressslightlybetter,”

saidLukyanukof hisback-upman.

“Wehavesomefreshideastofind

somethingmoreandweworkstep

bystepandimprove.”

AlthoughLaurentPelliermadefull

useof adryinglinetogoquickestonthe

secondtest,Lukyanukwasfastestonall

otherFridaymountainstages,returning

toLasPalmasfortheovernighthalt–

aftertworunsthroughafan-friendly

citystage–21.3sclearof Nikolay

Gryazin,theyoungLatvian.

Itwasn’tthebiggestof leadsforday

twobutLukyanuk’snew-foundserenity

meantitwasmanagedwithaplomb

ratherthansquandered.

Grantedhe’dwononhistwoRally

Islas Canarias appearances, including 

a dominant triumph 12 months ago, 

but, as in the Azores, Lukyanuk was 

untouchable. And full of  belief. 

“We were winning a lot of  stages and 

showing good confidence,” he said at 

the finish, having gone quickest on 10 

of  the 14 all-asphalt stages.

Twenty-year-old Gryazin – 17 years 

Lukyanuk’s junior – was fastest twice 

but with his focus firmly on winning the 

ERC Junior Under 28 category for R5 

cars, he didn’t push to bolster that tally.

Having rallied and tested extensively 

since the start of  2018, like Lukyanuk, 

Gryazin is also embracing the need for 

on-stagecalm.

“Weareveryhappybecauseweare

progressing,”saidtheSkodaFabiaman.

“Mydrivingisnotatthelimitandwe

cangofasterandfaster.Butmaybethis

calmdrivingisbetterthanpushing.

SometimesIhavebeenquickerthan

AlexeywhenIampushing.Iamnot

sureif Iamfasterthanhimnowbut

IwillbefasterinthefutureIthink.”

DoubleGermanchampionFabian

Kreimcompletedthetopthreeforhis

firstERCpodium,althoughitwasa

tenseendtotherallyfortheyoungster

afterhearrivedlateforthefinalstage,

havingbeenheldupbythesideof the

roadforroutinepolicechecks.

Whatcouldhavebeenatwo-minute

penaltywasn’tapplied,meaningJose

Suarezhadtosettleforfourth,albeittop

Spanishchampionshippoints.

Russian takes second consecutive win as class of ERC field. By Graham Lister

RESULTS

European Rally Championship, round 2/8, May 3-5

POS DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR TIME

1  Alexey Lukyanuk/Alexey Arnautov  Ford Fiesta R5  2h06m23.6s
2  Nikolay Gryazin/Yaroslav Fedorov  Skoda Fabia R5  +51.4s
3  Fabian Kreim/Frank Christian  Skoda Fabia R5  +1m29.5s
4  Jose Suarez/Candido Carrera  Hyundai i20 R5  +1m48.4s
5  Laurent Pellier/Geoffrey Combe  Peugeot 208 T16  +1m49.9s
6  Grzegorz Grzyb/Jakub Wrobel  Skoda Fabia R5  +2m04.5s
7  Bruno Magalhaes/Hugo Magalhaes  Skoda Fabia R5  +2m21.1s
8  Ivan Ares/Jose Pintor  Hyundai i20 R5  +2m23.1s
9  Eyvind Brynildsen/Torstein Eriksen  Ford Fiesta R5  +2m25.9s

10  Lukasz Habaj/Daniel Dymurski  Ford Fiesta R5  +3m07.4s
Class winners: ERC2: Tibor Erdi Jr/Gyorgy Papp (Mitsubishi Lancer) E10; ERC3: Diogo Gago/Miguel Ramalho (Peugeot 208 R2); Under 28: 
Gryazin/ Fedorov; Under 27: Gago/Ramalho; ERC Ladies’ Trophy: Emma Falcon (Citroen DS 3 R3T)

New style is working 

for Lukyanuk

Darrians featuredstronglyon theentry list
of theHarlechStagesheldatLlanbedr
Airfield,andcameawaywithall threepodium
places– ledbyRichardMerrimanandKath
Curzon fromDavidMorganandAlan
Thomas,whohad led formostof theevent
butslippeduponthepenultimatestage.

Justa fewsecondsbehindwereGareth
Richardsand IanJones,whohadslipped
to10thwith twostages togo, followedby
AlanOldfield’sDarrian.

WinningClass9 insixthplacewas the first
four-wheel-drivecar– theSubaru Imprezaof
MikeJewell andSeyyanJohn, followedby
theClass4awardwinnersEricRoberts
andMerfynWilliams in theirANWCC
Championship-winningFordEscort.They
were justonesecondupon fellowclass
contenders IanSuttonandKarenPhelps
inyetanotherDarrian.

The top10wasroundedoffby Jack
IvesandDaveRead(Escort)andMartin
FarrarandAndyWard(Impreza)– just
67secondsseparating thewhole top
10afteranhour’scompetition.

JoshPaytonandMarcusMizenwent
fastestonall eightstagesof theCorinium

StagesatDownAmpney, to finishovera
minuteaheadof theirclosest rivals.

AndyCornerandAdeCamposcoredone
of theirmost impressiveperformances to

Pellier completed the top five for

Peugeot but it would prove a rally

to forget for Briton Chris Ingram.

The ERC Junior Under 28 winner in

the Azores, Ingram had been feeling

ill all week and spent Thursday night

in hospital trying to recover. He

managed two stages but stopped in

the third when he realised he couldn’t

continue and flew straight back home

for continued treatment.

Diogo Gago beat Martins Sesks in

ERC Junior U27 as Brit Catie Munnings

made it home ninth in class with a bit

of help from Sergei Remennik, who

pushed her ailing Peugeot over the line

when a sensor issue hit on the last stage.

ROAD RALLY ROUND-UPRALLY ROUND-UP

With three-quarters of the two-night 
Border 200 Road Rally behind them, 
Mark ‘GT’ Roberts/Steve Price appeared 
to be cruising to a comfortable win. 
However it was Daniel Jones/Gerwyn 
Barry who were destined to take victory. 

Welsh Border Car Club members had 
long harboured a plan to run a road rally 
over two consecutive nights on their 
patch. It finally came to fruition last 
weekend and was executed with a 
superb level of organisation. 

Roberts/Price led from the off and by the 
end of the Friday night had a lead of a minute 
over Jamie Jukes/Dale Bowen, with Jones/
Barry close behind in third. By Petrol on 
Saturday night the VW Golf duo’s 
advantage was almost 1m 30s. Jukes 
had retired and Jones/Barry were clear in 
second. However it then all went wrong for 
the leaders; their car hit a large patch of 
water and faltered, a severe misfire caused 
them to drop over a minute. This allowed the 
winners to charge through to take a narrow 
win on, for them, unfamiliar territory.

The win gave Jones a remarkable double 
as he was also the winner of the last 
two-night rally, the Cilwendeg in 2003.

Andy Davies/Michael Gilbey had retired 
on Friday night, but came back to win 
the Trophy Rally, which ran alongside 

the second night of the main event.
Douglas Humphrey/Chris Loudon took a 

maiden win on The Berwick Classic. They 
had a clear run and led for most of the event. 
Paul Crosby/Ali Procter made a poor start 
on Day One but recovered to take second.

Ian Mills

Results
Border 200 Road Rally
Organiser: Welsh Border CC When: May 4-6 Where: Powys 
Route: 220 miles Starters: 68.
1 Daniel Jones/Gerwyn Barry (Ford Escort) 13m28s; 2 Mark 
‘GT’ Roberts/Steve Price (VW Golf GTi) +16s; 3 Kevin 
‘Penclaw’ Jones/Alan James (Toyota Corolla); 4 Geraint 
Parkes/Ryan Griffiths (Ford Escort); 5 Kev Bolver/Richard 
Jerman (Talbot Sunbeam); 6 Rob Pugh/ Ian ‘Dude’ Roberts 
(Ford Escort); 7 Russ Woolley/Dale Furniss (VW Golf); 8 Ian 
Lloyd/Cyril Jones (Ford Escort); 9 Paul Tod/David ‘Garth’ 
Powell (Proton Satria); 10 Rhydian Morgan/Mark Rodway 
(Peugeot 205 GTi).
Class winners: Parkes/Griffiths; Craig Bowler/Chris Whittall 
(Honda Civic); David Harding/Matthew Williams (Citroen C2).
Trophy Rally: Andy Davies/Michael Gilbey (Subaru Impreza).

The Berwick Classic
Organiser: Berwick & District MC When: May 5/6 Where: 
Northumbria/Southern Scotland Championships: NESCRO 
Route: 210 miles +19 tests Starters: 66.
1 Douglas Humphrey/Chris Loudon (Austin Cooper) 27m07s; 
2 Paul Crosby/Ali Procter (Porsche 911) +21s; 3 Darrell 
Staniforth/Les McGuffog (Mini Cooper S); 4 Dan Willan/Martyn 
Taylor (Volvo PV544); 5 An dy Beaumont/Andrew Fish (Hillman 
Avenger); 6 John Ruddock/Roger Burkill (Ford Escort Mexico).
Targa Rally: Stephen Short/Rob Brook (Proton Satria).

date in their front-wheel-drivePeugeot205,
fightingoffahostofFordEscortMk2s.

Thechasinggaggleandfight for thepodium
spots was sealed by Wayne Lloyd/Clive 
Meredith, finishing 18s adrift of Corner/Campo.

Remarkably, no four-wheel-drive cars 
finished the event with Darren Harris and Jeff 
Talbot’s Subaru retiring on the last stage. Top 
1400 honours went to Paul Davis/Keith 
Richings (Vauxhall Corsa).

Dave V Thomas

Results
Harlech Stages
Organiser: Harlech & DMC Where: Llanbedr Airfield, Gwynedd 
Championships: ANWCC; WAMC Stages: 8; Starters: 43
1 Richard Merriman/Kath Curzon (Darrian) 59m 58s; 2 David Morgan/
Alan Thomas (Darrian) +30s; 3 Gareth Richards/Ian Jones (Darrian); 
4 Carwyn Ellis/Dion Morley (Escort); 5 Alan Oldfield/Sion Cunniff 
(Darrian); 6 Mike Jewell/Seyyan John (Impreza); 7 Eric Roberts/

Merfyn Williams (Escort); 8 Ian Sutton/Karen Phelps (Darrian);
9 Jack Ives/Dave Read (Escort); 10 Martin Farrar/Andy Ward
(Impreza). Class winners: Gethin Jones/Tomos Williams (Nova);
Keith Anglesea/Martin Pendlebury (BMW); Merriman/Curzon;
Morgan/Thomas; Jewell/John.

Corinium Stages
Organiser: Cirencester Car Club Where: Down Ampney Airfield, 
Cirencester Championships: CMSG Stage Rally Championship, 
ACSMC Rally Championship; ASWMC Sealed Surface Stage Rally 
Championship Stages: 8 Starters: 60
1 Josh Payton/Marcus Mizen (Ford Escort Mk2) 58m25s; 2 Andy 
Corner/Ade Campo (Peugeot 205) +1m01s; 3 Wayne Lloyd/Clive 
Meredith (Ford Escort Mk2);4 Glyn Cartwright/Adam Wilks (Ford 
Escort Mk2); 5 Chris White/Alex Manning (Ford Escort Mk2); 
6 Barry Warman/Stephen Coaker (Ford Escort Mk2); 7 Roger Titley/
Michele Petrie (BMW 323); 8 Graham Davies/Gary Powell (Talbot 
Sunbeam); 9 Dean Davies/Cameron Wheatley (Ford Escort); 
10 Jordan Reynolds/Richard Pashley (Ford Fiesta R2).
Class winners: Payton/Mizen; Warman/Coaker; Reynolds/Pashley; 
Paul Davis/Keith Richings (Vauxhall Corsa); Dave Barbara/Steve 
Champion (Alfa Romeo 33).

Down Ampney: Corner/Campo completed great drive to second spot

Russian pair repeat 2017 success
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M
anus Kelly
came to
Killarney
as a test for
his home
International
next month,

and subsequently won with
Donall Barrett aboard their
Subaru Impreza. A hard-
charging Robert Barrable
took second and maximum
overall Irish Tarmac Rally
Championship points, as the
Moffett brothers endured
difficult weekends.

It’shardtobeatKillarneyon

aMayBankHolidayweekendfor

atmosphere,andtherouteof 16tests

laidonbyKillarneyandDistrict

MotorClubincludedclassicslike

Moll’sGap,TimHealyPassand

Ardgroom,allstagessteepedin

folklorefromtimespast.

AslightlyfoggyN71greetedthe

crewsearlyonSaturdaymorning,

thoughtheroadsurfacewasbone

dry.Barrablewasonamission

despitepowersteeringworries

onthestartlineandtookanearly

lead,withKelly0.3sbehind.

TheMoffettbrothers–Samand

Josh–bothsufferedhandlingissues,

MANUS MAGIC

both stating that the rear tyres were 

going off  on the abrasive surface, 

while Desi Henry was an impressive 

third overall on his first Rally of  

the Lakes for many years. Declan 

Boyle was a non-starter. 

The trend continued for the first 

half  of  the day, Barrable edging out a 

23.7s lead after the first two loops on 

roads that were damp and greasy in 

places. Kelly was flying, having not 

competed in Killarney since 2009, 

and looked to be at ease and 

happy with his pace as he settled 

into the new motor ahead of  his 

assault on Donegal. 

Henry held third, with Sam 

Moffett fourth ahead of  Daniel 

Cronin. Further back, Derek 

McGarrity withdrew with clutch 

issues, while Josh Moffett was an 

unusually subdued eighth after 

severe brake problems that resulted 

in a fire at the rear of  his Fiesta. 

Kelly took time out of  Barrable on 

Saturday’s closing test to whittle the 

gap down to 28.3s, as Henry continued 

to hold third with impressively 

consistent pace. 

Sunday dawned dry and brightened 

up as the morning wore on, with 

suncream the order of  the day for 

theassembledcrowds.

Kelly was really flying now, taking 

chunks of  time out of  Barrable’s 

lead on each stage despite a small 

gearbox issue at the end of  the first 

run through the twisty and torturous 

Beallaghbeama pass. 

Barrable did what he could in the 

Dom Buckley-prepared Fiesta R5 

despite brake issues in the middle 

loop of  stages, but the power 

advantage of  the old two-litre 

Impreza was to prove too much in 

the end. Kelly’s winning margin 

was 28.6s, though Barrable must 

be commended for such a strong 

performance, a drive that catapults 

him right back into contention for 

the Irish Tarmac Championship. 

For Kelly, confidence will be 

massively high going into Donegal, 

as he aims for an unprecedented 

hat-trick in June. It won’t be easy 

with other WRC car pilots like 

Donagh Kelly and Boyle chomping 

at the bit for a home win, but this 

performance is a big boost for he and 

co-driver Barrett, the crew appearing 

relaxed and happy with their pace 

throughout the weekend. 

Henry and Liam Moynihan secured 

third, their speed increasing with 

every event, and a first Tarmac win 

surelycan’tbefarawayatthisstage.

ReigningchampionSamMoffett

was fourth, with Jonny Greer 

another man displaying good pace 

in fifth. Josh Moffett was sixth, 

while Eugene Donnelly brought 

his Hyundai i20 R5 home in seventh 

after some good times on the last few 

tests. The performance of  the MRF 

tyres seems to be varying quite a 

bit, so it will be interesting to see 

how they continue to develop for the 

rest of  the year.

David Guest and Jonathan 

McGrath took eighth and the Group 

N spoils in their Mitsubishi Lancer 

E9,withKeithLyonsandJoe

Connollyroundingoutthetop10,

both men in Ford Fiesta R5s. 

Stephen Wright came in last in the 

International field, running under 

Rally 2 rules thanks to an off  on 

Saturday’s penultimate test that 

led to he and co-driver Arthur 

Kierans going OTL.

Attention now turns to the next 

round in Donegal, arguably the 

toughest challenge in Irish rallying. 

Barrable’s performance has shoved 

him up to second in the title race with 

Josh Moffett just a single point ahead, 

as Sam Moffett lingers ready to 

pounceinthird.

Photos: Martin Walsh

Kelly’s perfect 

Donegal prep

ITRC KILLARNEY REPORT

RESULTS
Rally of the Lakes, Killarney
Irish Tarmac Rally Championship, round 3/6, May 4-6

POS DRIVER  CAR  TIME

1 Manus Kelly/Donall Barrett Subaru Impreza S12B WRC 2h08m04.2s

2 Robert Barrable/Damien Connolly Ford Fiesta R5 +28.6s

3 Desi Henry/Liam Moynihan Skoda Fabia R5 +1m05.2s

4 Sam Moffett/Noel O’Sullivan Jr Ford Fiesta R5 +1m38.1s

5 Jonny Greer/Kirsty Riddick Ford Fiesta R5 +2m57.5s

6 Josh Moffett/Andy Hayes Ford Fiesta R5 +3m43.5s

7 Eugene Donnelly/Mark Kane Hyundai i20 R5 +5m45s

8 David Guest/Jonathan McGrath Mitsubishi Lancer E9 +11m38.8s

9 Keith Lyons/Sean Hegarty Ford Fiesta R5 +14m26.2s

10 Joe Connolly/Brian Connolly Ford Fiesta R5 +19m27.4s

Class winners Kevin Dolphin/Martin O’Brien (Renault Clio S1600); Ian Hynes/Des Sherlock (Honda Civic); Guest/
McGrath; Barrable/Connolly; Kelly/Barrett.

Having achieved maximum scores 

on the first two rounds of  the 

championship, reigning Irish Tarmac 

Modified Rally champion Kevin Eves’ 

event was over almost before it had 

begun. The Pettigo man experienced 

electrical issues on stage one followed 

by an off  on stage two that led to 

retirement due to a damaged rear axle. 

Local hero Rob Duggan (with sister 

Tara alongside) set an incredible 

time over Moll’s Gap, bettered only by 

Robert Barrable and Manus Kelly in 

the International event, to lead early. 

Barry Meade was holding second, 

with Gary Kiernan back in his blue 

Ford Escort and he commented that 

he was happy to get through the 

Ardgroom stages with all four wheels 

still on the car, a much-improved 

outcome over 2017.

Duggan’s charge was somewhat 

stymied by gearbox issues in the 

middle of  the day, and he completed 

the first day with the flatshift function 

turned off. Despite that, he snuck into a 

narrow overnight lead ahead of  

Meade. Kiernan lay third, with Phil 

Collins and Vincent McSweeney 

completing the top five.

Sunday morning began with 

another run over Moll’s Gap, with 

Duggan posting an identical time 

to the one he did the previous day. 

Kiernan was slightly despondent, and 

resigned to the fact that he couldn’t 

match his rival on any of  the runs 

over the famous stage, while Meade 

punctured his right-rear tyre early into 

the test and had to stop and change.

McSweeney was putting in some 

good times on his second event in his 

self-prepared Mitsubishi Lancer E7, 

but turbo trouble meant he fell out 

of  an interesting battle with Collins 

and John Bonner. Collins was 

thoroughly enjoying himself, although 

he conceded that the younger drivers 

had the edge on the fast stuff, and 

issues with the Ford Escort’s 

differential meant he retired after SS14.

It was Duggan who emerged 

victorious come the end, ahead of  

Kiernan who was managing brake 

issues throughout the day, which 

resulted in some panel damage to the 

blue Escort after a big moment. 

Meade and co-driver Eamon Hayes 

were third, ruing what might have 

been were it not for that puncture, 

while Bonner and Raymond Conlon 

took fourth and fifth respectively. 

A special mention must go to Sean 

Moynihan (son of  rally prep guru 

John) and Liam Brennan, who 

guided their Class 12 Escort to 

ninth ahead of  a raft of  some much 

more powerful machinery.

In the Junior rally, championship 

leader Gary McNamee was a 

non-starter, so it was Colin 

O’Donoghue who cruised home to a 

home win after an early battle with 

Jason Black that unfortunately 

culminated in retirement for Black. 

Owen Murphy and Anthony Nestor 

took the Historic honours in their 

beautiful Talbot Sunbeam Lotus, 

seemingly at their ease. 

Results
1 Rob Duggan/Tara Duggan (Ford Escort Mk2) 2h13m42.3s; 
2 Gary Kiernan/Keith Moriarty (Escort Mk2) +45.7s; 3 Barry 
Meade/Eamon Hayes (Escort Mk2); 4 John Bonner/Denver 
Rafferty (Escort Mk2); 5 Raymond Conlon/Damien Fleming 
(Toyota Corolla); 6 John O’Donnell/Jane Collins (Escort Mk2); 
7 Jason O’Mahony/Jonathan O’Mahony (Escort Mk2);
8 Martyn England/Dawn England (Fiesta); 9 Sean Moynihan/
Liam Brennan (Escort Mk2); 10 Charlie Hickey/Johnny 
Hickey (Escort Mk2).
Class winners: Paudie Callaghan/Danny Murphy (Toyota 
Starlet); Denis O’Brien/Michael O’Riordan (Opel Corsa); Darren 
Young/PA Lawlor (Honda Civic); Kevin O’Sullivan/Martin 
O’Riordan (Ford Escort); Moynihan/Brennan; Conlon/Fleming; 
Duggan/Duggan; Keith Naughton/Brendan Behan (Impreza); 
England/England; Richie Dalton/Ger Brett (Impreza); Ray 
Hilliard/Megan Costello (Escort RS1600); Duncan Williams/
Llion Williams (Escort); Owen Murphy/Anthony Nestor (Talbot 
Sunbeam Lotus); Colin O’Donoghue/Eddie Doherty (Escort).

Duggan runs riot on home event to take Lakes national rally honours

Kelly wins, Barrable joins fight for Irish Tarmac title. By Maurice Malone

Barrable took top points for ITRC, as Moffetts both struggled
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At higher levels of the

sport, pressure can mount

Plowman is now a British GT star
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TUNING THE WINNING MENTALITY

“Tohelpcope,driverscanutilisea

varietyof mentalskills,”Mumford

says.“Thedrivermusthaveaclear

setof long-termgoals,whichthey

canbreakdownintosmallershort-

termgoals/tasksduringeventsand

evenonaday-to-daybasis.Thegoals

mustbechallenging,yetrealistic,

andadjustedastheseasongoeson.

“Driversneedtobecomeself-aware;

tounderstandwhatelementsof their

mentalapproachbringsuccessand

whatperhapshindersthem.

“Thebraincontrolsyourphysical

processes.Whateveryouthinkabout

canaffectfeelings/emotionsand

thenbehaviours,whichinturnhas

implicationsforperformance.

Emotionalcontrolbyusingpositive

self-talkandrationalisingthoughts

isawaytohelpdriverstomaintaina

positiveemotionalstate.Breathing

techniquescanhelptoo.

“Simulatorsorhomeracinggames

provideexcellenttraininggrounds

forpracticingnewtechniquesand

allowforpressuretraining–an

example,givingcomplexmental

taskstodriverswhiletheyturnlaps

onasimulatortoreplicatethem

jugglingdifferentactionsatonce.

“Imageryisamentaltechnique

thathasparticularapplicationin

motorsport.Visualisingtheperfect

lapbeforequalifyingorrehearsinga

startprocedureinthemindcanserve

asausefulpracticetool,especiallyas

tracktimeissolimited.

“Eachdriverisanindividualwith

differentstrengths,areastoworkon,

anddemandsplaceduponthem.Itis

thereforeimportantthatthesupport

istailoredaccordinglywithbespoke

plansandinterventions.”

Mumfordhasworkedwithdrivers

frommanysectorsof thesport.From

juniorsingle-seatersuptograndprix

stars.Hesaysthementaldemandsdo

Brain training can be a big thing in motorsport, as Robert Ladbrook finds out

T
hecollecting
areacanbeone
of themost
interesting
placesof any
racetrack.If
you’venottaken

yourself off thereforapeakat
thedriversbeforearace,thentry
it–you’ll likelybeamazedat
whatyoufind.

Duringaraceweekendthereare

plentyof distractions,especiallyat

thehigherlevelsof thesport.Butit’s

inthecollectingareathatthingsget

serious.It’sthefinalbitbeforethe

businessof beingaracingdrivergets

going.Thepressurerampsup,

emotionscanberunninghighand

you’llnoticevariationinphysical

activityupanddownthegrid.

Somepaceaboutnervously,some

sitserenely.Somelistentomusic,

someseekthesolaceof alast-minute

conversationwiththeirengineersor

coaches.Theonethingtheyallhave

incommonismindmanagement.

Trainingformotorsportisn’ta

straightforwardthing,mostly

becauseactualtimeinacarontrack

isn’teasytoobtainwheneveryou

want.There’sarealpressureto

performandgetvalueeachtimea

driverdoesheadout.

Pressureultimatelyleadstoeither

motivationorstress,dependinghow

eachdriverdealswithit,butthere’sa

finelinebetweenthetwo.Thepathto

wideningthatlineliesinthemind–a

keyareathatmanydriverscan

benefit fromtraining.

HintsaPerformanceisoneof the

world’sleadinghumanperformance

firms.Establishedbyformer

McLarenteamphysicianDrAki

Hintsa,thecompanysupplies

coachestomanycurrentFormula1

stars,aswellaslookingafterdrivers

aroundtheworldinotherdisciplines.

FergusMumfordisoneof Hintsa’s

seniorperformancecoaches,andhas

lookedafterdriversupanddownthe

motorsportladder.Hesaysthatmind

trainingisanoften-overlooked

aspectinmotorsport,withpressures

arisingevenbeforedriversget

behindthewheel.

“Inallsportsthere’sabigmental

component,andmotorsportisoneof

themostdemanding,”hesays.

“Motorsporthasmanyof the

typicalmentaldemandsof other

sportsbuthasuniquechallengesof

itsown.Oneof thebiggesthurdlesis

thatof budget.It’sanexpensivesport

andwithoutsignificantfinancial

supportit isdifficulttoprogress.This

canbeafrustratingelementfor

drivers,butit isanareatheymust

learntocopewith.

“Tracktimeislimitedtoo,so

practisingthesportisdifficult.

Driversmustfindcreativewaysto

improvetheirdrivingperformance

outsideof thetrack,whichagaincan

belimitedbybudgetandresource.

“Worldwidetravelisalso

somethingdriversmustcopewith.

Travelleadstomoretimeawayfrom

familyandfriends,sothelifestyleof

adrivercanbeisolatingattimes.

“Thefamilycanoftenbeheavily

involvedonthesportingsidealso.A

fatherormotherisoftenthefirst

‘sponsor’and/ormanager.Itcanbe

trickywhenmixingpersonaland

professionalaspectstogether,

especiallyatthehigherlevels.”

Havingdealtwiththepressuresof

paddocklife,ahigh-speedactivity

suchamotorsportcanbeanassault

onthesensesforitsparticipants,

leadingtocomplexmentaldemands

whendriversareinaction.

“Thementaldemandsof driving

arehigh,”saysMumford.“Just

drivingthecarproducesanincrease

inpsycho-emotionallevels.As

humanswewerenotdesignedto

travelatsuchspeedsandthe

adrenalineresponseincreasesour

levelsof arousal.Addtothisany

thoughtsof failureandfearof injury,

ornegativeemotionssuchas

frustrationoranger,andthese

arousallevelsarefurtheramplified.

“Increasesinemotionalarousal

andmusculartensionscan

negativelyaffectperipheralvision,

steeringinputsandthrottlecontrol.

Thecomplexityof thecarstendsto

increaseinthehighercategories,and

thereforesodoesthementalloadon

thedriver.Youonlyneedtolookat

thesteeringwheelof anF1cartosee

howmanyoperatingmodesexist,

d i h d d tionand

ecarevolves

ncetoldmethat

isweighted

ar

handriving

anyunwanted

demotions

ntial to distract 

es to creep in.”

er prepare 

h challenges, 

arious training 

s.

“WhilstIdon’tknowFernando

personally,healwaysappearsableto

motivatehimself tobringhisAgame

andextractthemostfromhiscar,”

saysMumford.

“Idon’tthinkdriversingeneraldo

enoughmentaltraining.It’scrucial

tounderstandwhatthey’redoingor

howthey’reachievingsomething.

“Youoftenseethedriverswhowere

atthetopof theirgameinthejunior

ranksstarttogetovertakenbythe

oneswhoweren’tassuccessful

furtherdowntheladder.Driverswho

taketheknocks,goawayandworkon

theirweaknessestoreturnstronger

oftenstartbeatingtheguyswhowere

infrontof them.

“Sportsprofessionalswhohave

reached the top often have traumatic 

stories. Their ability to cope and be 

resilient has often been integral to 

their progress, helping bring about a 

greater level of  consistency, which is 

key for any championship success.”

differfromthefirststepontheladder

tothecareersummit:“Thedemands

arecertainlydifferentif you’rea

youngdriverontheEuropeanscene

havingtojuggleracingwithschool.

“Motorsportusuallystartsasafun

hobbythatcanturnintoavery

demandingcareer.Atayoungageit

tendstobemoreaboutfun,butthe

higheryougothemoreisontheline

andthemorestresscomesintoit.“

Driversinthemid-leagues–suchas

Formula3–havetobeveryawareof

thelandscapealso.Theyhaveto

watchmultipleseriestotryandfind

therightopeningsfortheircareers.

They’ll likelybewatching

sportscars,F2andF1aswellasthings

liketouringcars.Makingtheright

callcanmakeorbreakacareer.Itall

addstothestressespeciallyif the

dreamhasalwaysbeentoreachF1.

“Socialmediaisabigfactornow

also.AyrtonSennaneverhadto

worryaboutitasitdidn’texist,but

LewisHamiltoncertainlydoes.The

higherprofilethedriverthemorein

thespotlighttheyare,andoftenthe

morethey’rejudged.It’sveryeasyfor

anydrivertopickuptheirphoneand

instantlyfindoutwhatpeoplethink

aboutthemandit’sachoiceover

whethertheyletitaffectthemornot.

Itcaneitherbemorale-boostingly

positive,orcrushinglynegative.”

However,alargepartof driver

performancecomesdowntotheir

personallives.Afterall,racedrivers

arehumanbeingsfirstandforemost.

“Oneof Hintsa’smainprinciplesis

betterlifebringsbetter

performance,”addsMumford.

“Drivershavethoughts, feelingsand

demandsbothinthesportandthe

widerworld.If thecomponentsof

yourlifearen’tbalancedthenyou’ll

struggletogetmaximum

performanceonaconsistentbasis.

“If yougointoaraceweekend

thinkingaboutsomethingawayfrom

thetrack–arelationshipforexample

–it’llalwaysbeadistraction.”

Onedriverwhohasshownmental

strength in recent years is McLaren’s 

Fernando Alonso. Having had years 

at the top of  the sport, the Spaniard’s 

recent struggles with uncompetitive 

machinery highlight the need for a 

positive mental attitude.Alonso: a modern mind master

How the pros learn 
to beat their anxiety
GT ace Martin Plowman is a man who 

knows pressure. And thanks to his 

work with Anxiety UK, he’s also a man 

who knows how to control it.

Plowman has achieved a lot in his 

career – from winning the LMP2 class 

at Le Mans to racing in IndyCar – and is 

now handling an UltraTek Nissan 370Z 

GT4 in the British GT Championship 

while plying his trade as a race coach.

“My anxiety began about 10 years 

ago, but oddly it had nothing to do with 

the actual racing,” says Plowman, 30. 

“In the car I was fine, but I’d clam up or 

have panic attacks at social situations 

like sponsorship or even team 

meetings and public speaking.

“I did a lot of  work with the coaches at 

Anxiety UK to learn to control it, and I 

now pass a lot of  tips on to the guys I 

coach if  they need them.

“The first thing is to recognise the 

trigger for your anxiety, and just accept 

it. Trying to push it to the back of  your 

mind means it’ll just come back 

stronger and you won’t know how to 

deal with it. Facing up to what causes it 

is the best way to overcome it.

“Anxiety is caused when your body 

produces too much cortisone [the 

stress hormone]. The way to alleviate it 

is to get rid of  that build-up, so running, 

jumping on the spot or doing any kind 

of  exercise to stimulate the body helps, 

as does deep-belly breathing, because 

people who suffer from anxiety tend to 

hold their breath more.

“There’s also some very scientific 

methods too, including one called ‘The 

Power Pose’. You stand upright with 

your legs apart, shoulders back and 

hands on your hips – like Superman. 

Then you force a smile. It releases 

endorphins that make you happy and 

counteract the cortisone. Mind you, it’s 

best to try that in a private place to 

avoid the weird looks it can bring.”







The stars will be in

front of the fans again

INSIGHT
There are arguments for and against, but the revamped GB route has hit the right notes. By David Evans

K
ris Meeke
picked up my
voice recorder,
held it close
and said: 
“David Evans 
agrees with  

me and he’ll be writing about  
that in his next column.” 

And I do. I agree with Elfyn Evans  

as well. 

If  you’ve turned the pages of  this 

week’s MN sequentially, you’ll have 

read Meeke and Evans’ thoughts on  

the route for this year’s Rally GB.  

It’s hard to disagree. If  you’ve come 

directly to these pages, I’ll summarise 

their thoughts: Meeke wants to spend 

more time in the woods entertaining 

the fans in the most time-honoured 

fashion. Evans wants the same, but  

he wants to be doing it on the best  

roads available in Wales.

How can you disagree with that?  

You can’t. 

Elfyn and Kris are drivers. Their job is 

to drive and the fact that they want to do 

their job in the best and most suitable 

place possible comes as no surprise.  

If  they played rugby, they’d want to  

play at Twickenham (more likely the 

Principality or Aviva stadiums…) 

aheadof thehardcoreratherthan

flyingtoNewYorkorDubaiinan

efforttotakethegametothepeople.

They’retraditionalists.Metoo.

What got them – and a good deal  

of  their colleagues – really wound up 

about the Rally GB route was the use  

of  the Great Orme for the powerstage. 

I’ll be honest, I really liked the idea.  

I liked the idea because I like the Marine

Drive, it’s a challenging bit of  road with 

plenty of  history. Yes, I get that it’s  

not typical of  the rest of  the route  

(not nearly enough trees around and 

quite different under foot), but it’s 

entertaining, ballsy and tricky. I like that.

I guess the difference between Meeke 

and I is that I write about it and he does 

it. Him and his mates are the ultimate 

rally competitors, they want 

everything to be optimised and when 

him and his Citroen are in Rally GB 

shape, that means knobblies, plenty of  

suspension travel and muddy window 

sliders. Extending the rugby analogy,  

it would be like AstroTurfing the pitch. 

And I mean proper, old school, burn-

your-legs AstroTurf, not the new 

hybrid sort.

I digress. It won’t be the first time.

As well as the Orme road, I really 

liked the prospect of  the cars coming 
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The Great Orme stage will be included and will draw a sizeable crowd

WHY RALLY GB NEEDS TO
off thatroadandintoLlandudno

wheretheywouldbecheeredhome

throughthestreetsby30-oddthousand

folk,mostof whomwouldlikelybe

seeing our sport for the first time. 

Extolling these virtues to one driver  

in Argentina, I thought I’d won him 

over. He appeared impressed by the 

argument, content with his change  

of  heart. 

“If  you want to watch cars race  

around the streets, go watch Formula  

E. This is rallying,” he said.

Oh. OK. Cue a persuasive counter-

argument about the need for us not to 

sell our soul, the need for us and our 

sport to retain our integrity.

Yes, I like that: keep your streets, we’re 

staying between the trees. And if  you 

want us, you know where you can find us. 

Because you will come and find us 

won’t you? Hello? 

Precisely. Physical attendance at 

niche sports like ours has been on a 

downward trajectory for a long time. 

The pull on people’s time is radically 

different to what it was two or three 

decades ago. Think of sporting events 

which can really rely on capacity 

crowds week-in-week-out and Premier 

League football comes to mind. 

One reason for the sustained 

popularity of  football is the very 

formation of  the Premier League  

26 years ago. When English First 

Division teams signed up for a share  

of  Rupert Murdoch’s millions, they 

turned their backs on more than 100 

years of  history and tradition. Sport  

has to evolve. Or it will die. 

Standing back and considering the 

Formula E argument, it sat slightly 

awkwardly. The FIA’s all-electric  

race series isn’t yet four years old, but 

it’s already developed a significant 

following – with a healthy number of  

sought-after Gen Zs. And here’s the 

point which hits the argument for 

staying between the trees for six: Audi, 

DS, Jaguar and Renault are already 

involvedinFEandmorearecoming.

Andthey’realldrivenbyprofessionals.

Professionalslikepaid-professionals.

Sure,theelectricaspectappeals

hugely to carmakers, but the series’ 

accessibility in cities around the world 

is another key driver. So, turning the 

WRC a little bit Formula E every now 

and then isn’t a bad thing.

Last month I went and stood at the 

junction of  Avenue San Martin and 

Alberdi in downtown Villa Carlos Paz 

on a Thursday night. It wasn’t any old 

Thursday night, it was the one right 

before Rally Argentina. I deliberately 

avoided the media points and joined the 

queue to watch from way behind the 

barriers. Arriving half-an-hour before 

the first car, I couldn’t get near the  

front. It was five or six deep and we  

were a whole street away from the 

action. You couldn’t actually see  

much, but the noise, the lights and the 

atmosphere was simply sensational. 

The people around me weren’t the 

usual Rally Argentina fans, this was  

the local city population. For years, 

these people had seen World Rally Cars 

ambling along the road sections from 

the service park out to the glorious 

gravel which awaited in the hills. But 

now they saw the cars and crews in 

anger for the first time. And the impact 

was incredible. They were silenced 

(briefly). Stopped in their tracks. Just 

like they will be in Llandudno in October.

Years ago, I remember Colin McRae 

telling me how the sport he loved had 

changed. “We are,” he said at the time, 

“in show business now.”

And he didn’t say it with regret, angst 

or anger. He said it as somebody who 

saw the sport and the opportunity it 

would bring. McRae was a hero to us  

all, the biggest the sport had ever or  

will ever know. But he only went truly 

global because of  people playing his 

computer game: Colin McRae Rally. The 

Scot grasped the commercialisation of  

the sport wholeheartedly.

Crikey,howdidwegethere?We’re

supposedtobetalkingaboutthe

routeforWales.Let’sgetbacktoit.

Regularreadersof MNwillknow

only too well that I’m a strong advocate 

for yesterday. Yesterday and its five- 

day, four-night London-Scotland-

London RACs. But they’re gone  

(apart from on the Roger Albert  

Clark, but that’s not a round of the  

world championship). History. 

Putting a rally together these days  

is a more complex process than it’s  

ever been. That was brought home  

to me when I took the drivers’ gripes  

to the organising team. 

We’re all aware of  the need for the 

route to come back to Deeside at least 

one lunchtime; the teams invest stacks 

of  cash in shiny tables and chairs  

on which they like to sit corporate 

guests for a plate of  something nice  

at lunchtime. On top of  that, it’s an 

opportunity to show off  the sport and  

its stars in a more family friendly 

environment, one where you can  

buy a toffee apple, a Toyota t-shirt  

and have a go on the dodgems before 

watching M-Sport change Sebastien 

Ogier’s gearbox. 

To do that, to bring the cars back to 

service meant a radical re-think. Since 

the move up to Deeside in 2013, the route 

has included two days in mid-Wales, 

using classics such as Hafren and Dyfi. 

Because the service park is so far away 

from those stages, it’s impossible to get 

back at lunchtime. The service park 

couldn’t move (we tried Builth Wells a 

few years ago – the teams hated it) and 

the stages can’t move because. Prior to 

this year, it was all-but impossible to 

build a full day of  competition 

serviceable out of  Deeside.

While we’re here we might as well dive 

into the complication of  running stages. 

The ideal route for an organiser would 

be three 15-or-so-mile stages split by 

minimal road section, close to service, 

and repeated in the afternoon. Unless 
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Essentials such as

Myherin will remain
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youliveinLeon,that’shighlyunlikely.

If youliveinWales, it’simpossible.

NorthWaleshassomegreatroadsin

placeslikePenmachno,Gwydirand

parts of  Clocaenog. What it doesn’t 

have is woods in the same density as 

mid-Wales. And in the north, those 

forests are criss-crossed by public 

roads, dissecting the stages just 

before they would be long enough 

for WRC inclusion. 

And yes, you’re right, there’s no 

FIA regulation on the minimum 

stage length. But there are practical 

considerations. Having six 7.5-mile 

stages in the morning and the same in 

the afternoon might not sound too 

onerous, but remember the WRC 

Promoter wants every factory driver 

through one stage before the next one 

can start to make sure they’re fulfilling 

the ‘All’ part of  All Live. And then 

there’s manning the stages. By no 

means do double the stages mean 

double the marshals, but you do need 

twice as many stage commanders and 

marshals at each and every control. 

Since the move north of  Cardiff, a 

primary consideration has been to 

find places for people to park. Fans 

have flocked back to Britain’s premier 

rally (contrary to that whole people not 

coming to live events thing I mentioned 

earlier), but they’ll be gone as quickly 

as they came if  the parking space they 

have paid for has already been taken. 

That’s what happened last year: the 

ability to buy tickets on the day made 

it impossible to predict and then cater 

for fans at every stage. So, even though 

people had, for example, a World Rally 

Pass which allowed them into every 

stage, they were turned away.

Saturday last year was especially 

problematic, with Dyfi and Gartheiniog

full, fans were sent in the direction of  

Dyfnant and Aberhirnant – which were

already choked. Not that the crews 

notice any of  this, they sail serenely 

past on a series of  brilliantly worked 

liaisonsectionswhichcarrythemin

andoutof thestageswellawayfrom

thehorn-blowingandbuildinganger

andresentmentwhichsitsjustacouple

of fields away.

The saviour for north Wales came 

with the ability to close public roads. 

At the stroke of  a pen, longer stages 

demanding comparatively less 

infrastructure while offering easier 

access to spectators have become 

available. Building a full and 

meaningful day around Betws-y-Coed 

is possible. And the icing on the 

organisers’ cake? It’s a cinch to 

deliver lunch in Deeside from there. 

Being able to offer more variety in the 

north – including the interesting new 

Slate Mountain crowd-pleaser near 

Ffestiniog – is great news for fans. Being 

overly reliant on the Clocaenog/Alwen/

Brenig complex left fans having to park 

in Cerrigydrudion and rely on Shanks’ 

pony for the 10-mile round trip up the 

B4501 last year. That’s unacceptable. 

The accusation that the organisers 

have been a bit fixated on using road 

closures in the north is understandable 

– four of  the stages in the area come 

with public road action in October. But, 

the bigger picture shows less liaison, 

more competitive mileage and cars in 

service on Friday lunchtime. All of  

which has been made possible by the 

Welsh Government.

And here’s a bit more colour for 

the picture… working with just one 

council (Conwy) on road closures was 

far more straightforward in year one 

and it offers part of  the reason why 

Dyfi and Gartheiniog weren’t joined 

to make a 30-mile blockbuster (they sit 

well outside Conwy). Another issue 

was legislation being passed in Wales 

with very, very little time to spare. As 

they had in 2017, the organisers had 

multiple versions of  the route just in 

case road-closing legislation was 

delayed in the way it was to the 

compromise of  the ’17 route.

Whentherubberstampcamein

Wales,therewasonlyamatterof weeks

togettheroutepassedbygovernment,

council, theMotorSportsAssociation,

the emergency services and, of  course, 

the FIA.

And, when all that’s done, you get fans

up in arms that it’s all in Wales. What 

happened to Chester on Friday night? 

Or another Saturday afternoon on the 

Marquess of  Cholmondeley’s front 

lawn? Cholmondeley and Chester were 

both great, but sacrificing half  a day’s 

sport for a stately home is not on – and 

families will have it better than ever 

all-day Sunday October 7, when they 

can come straight from the local 

pitch-and-putt to the World Rally 

Championship. As for Chester, it’s 

busy with its marathon on the first 

weekend in October.

The departure from Wales to Cheshire

raises the question of  funding for the 

event. Love it or loathe it, our round of  

the World Rally Championship is 

facilitated and funded by the Welsh. 

While it might seem sensible to take 

Wales out of  Wales to promote Wales, 

the ball currently belongs to Wales 

and Wales dictates where it’s going 

to be kicked.  

Look where we are on the page 

already and I haven’t even talked 

about the restrictions which come 

with running an event on private roads

(or roads that sort of  belong to us, 

via Natural Resource Wales – the 

government department known as the 

Forestry Commission in old money). 

Or the implications of  wind farms 

being built slap, bang in the middle of  

those roads. Or the cost of  building 

stage infrastructure to keep fans safe 

every time you venture into a new 

forest. Or how fragile the relationship 

can be with local residents, with one 

wrong move having a huge impact. 

So, yes Kris, I do agree with you. But 

let’s just say I can see the other side of  

the argument too…  

RE AIN LOYAL TOITSROOTS

Forests are an integral part of the fabric of Wales Rally GB

The Penmachno stage will be extended by the use of a new link road

The event will still travel deep into the middle of Wales to visit Sweet Lamb
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DONINGTON PARK: HISTORIC FESTIVAL BY PAUL LAWRENCE MAY 4-6
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Derek Bell Trophy
Race 1: Michael Lyons (Lola T400)
Race 2: Michael Lyons (Lola T400)

Formula Junior front-engined 
Race 1: Chris Drake (Terrier Mk4)
Race 2: Ray Mallock (U2 Mk2)

Formula Junior rear-engined 
Race 1: Cameron Jackson 
(Brabham BT2)
Race 2: Cameron Jackson 
(Brabham BT2)

GT and Sports Car Cup
John Pearson/Gary Pearson
(Jaguar E-type)

Historic Touring Car Challenge
Nick Whale/Harry Whale 
(BMW M3)

HRDC Coys Trophy
Graham Pattle (Ford Lotus Cortina)

HRDC Touring Greats
Mike Jordan/Andrew Jordan 
(Austin A40)

Jaguar Classic Challenge
Julian Thomas/Calum Lockie 
(Jaguar E-type)

Mad Jack Pre-War Sports
Rudiger Friedrichs (Alvis Firefly)

Pre ’63 GT 
Simon Hadfield/Wolfgang Friedrichs 
(Aston Martin DB4GT)

Stirling Moss Trophy
Chris Ward (Lister Jaguar)

Super Touring 
Race 1: James Dodd (Honda Accord)
Race 2: James Dodd (Honda Accord)

U2TC 
Race 1: Andy Wolfe (Ford Lotus Cortina)
Race 2: Steve Soper (Ford Lotus Cortina)

Woodcote Trophy
Fred Wakeman/Patrick Blakeney-Edwards
(Cooper T38)

WINNERS

Lockie/Thomas (l)

were victorious

Despite two penalties and
some serious opposition, Julian
Thomas and Calum Lockie battled
to victory in Saturday’s curtain 
closer, the hour-long Jaguar 
Classic Challenge.

Off  like a scalded Big Cat went the 

E-type of  Ben Short, as Thomas gave 

chase in the company of  Gary Pearson. 

Short, a relative newcomer to this end 

of  the sport, set a searing pace to build 

up a handy lead as the pitstop window 

approached. However, the lead margin 

had come at a price and Short’s lap

times started to fade mid-race. “I

physically ran out of steam,” he later

admitted, after struggling to stand on

the brake pedal with sufficient force.

Meanwhile, Thomas handed his car

over to former British GT champion

Lockie. Already carrying a 10-second

penalty for a false start, it got worse for

the duo when they were deemed to have

been too rapid in the hand over. Lockie

had rejoined in the lead and, such was

his pace, he was still ahead after a

drivethrough penalty. Lockie is a

massively safe pair of hands in a

situation like this and, once again,

he delivered. “I thought we’d lost it

but then I realised it was still possible,”

said Thomas.

Short battled on but had John

Pearson, in for his brother Gary, in hot

pursuit over the final laps, with only

eight-tenths of a second deciding the

runner-up slot. “It was very warm in

there,” said John P. “Ben’s really quick

and really fair.”

It was a very good day for dads and

lads on Saturday, with commanding

wins for Nick and Harry Whale and

Mike and Andrew Jordan, both in cars

run by the Jordan squad. The Whales

dominated theHistoric Touring Car

Challenge in their BMW M3 to win by

over half-a-minute while the Jordans 

stormed their Austin A40 to victory in 

the Touring Greats thrash, despite a 

determined and sustained chase by Neil 

Brown’s Austin A35. “The attention to 

detail from the team is fantastic,” said 

Whale senior of  his M3.

The second HRDC contest for the 

Coys Trophy Pre ’66 touring cars 

was a lively affair, made even more so 

by an oil slick at the chicane, prompting

a lengthy safety car while the marshals

cleaned up. Once running again,

Julian Thomas looked set to win in

his Ford Falcon, but when that

smoked into retirement Graham

Pattle gratefully accepted the top step

in his Lotus Cortina.

AnotherWoodcote Trophy

victory fell to the Cooper T38 of the

Anglo-American pairing, Patrick

Blakeney-Edwards and Fred Wakeman.

The duo overcame some serious

opposition including Martin Stretton’s

Maserati 250S, shared with Richard

Wilson, and Gary Pearson in two

Jaguar D-types, shared with brother

John and Carlos Monteverde.

While several contenders wilted in

the heat, Simon Hadfield and Wolfgang

Friedrichs came through to take a

perfectly judgedPre ’63 GTsuccess in

their Aston Martin DB4GT. For a dozen

laps Lukas Halusa was the dominant

force in the glorious Ferrari Breadvan,

but some smoke in the cockpit heralded

an electrical short and his race was

over at the Old Hairpin. Michael Grant-

Peterkin raced Martin Hunt’s AC Cobra

for the first time alongside team boss

BEN IS LEFT JUST SHORT IN THE BIG CAT 
BATTLE WITH LOCKIE AND THOMAS

Blakeney-Edwards, bagging second 

from the oversteering E-type of  James 

Cottingham and Harvey Stanley.

Four Formula Junior races delivered 

a double win for Cameron Jackson and 

single victories for Chris Drake and 

Ray Mallock. Jackson topped a quality 

rear-engined field on Saturday in his 

Brabham BT2, now resplendent in 

period livery, and did exactly the 

same 24 hours later.

In the opening front-engined contest, 

Drake had wriggled his Terrier ahead 

of  Mallock’s U2 when an early 

chequered flag for a stricken car denied 

Mallock the chance to retaliate. With 

brake balance reworked to his liking, 

Mallock had better pace on Sunday and 

was able to edge clear as Drake found 

the Terrier misfiring over the latter 

stages of  the race.

A destructive U2TC opener ended 

with a red flag just as Steve Soper was 

building up to attack race leader Andy 

Wolfe, with the Banks brothers’ Alfa 

Romeo keeping a watching brief. The 

race was halted when Michael Steele’s 

Cortina ploughed into the wall on 

the straight after Coppice following 

contact, fortunately without major 

harm to the driver. The car did not 

fare so well.

On Sunday, Soper didn’t hang around 

and quickly wriggled free of  his rivals 

to make certain of  victory, as Andrew 

and Max Banks took the Alfa ahead of  

Wolfe to claim second.

James Dodd took a Super Touring 

double despite a dogged pursuit by 

John Cleland in the opener. The Dodd 

Honda Accord was not 100 per cent 

right, but it was good enough to cap a 

slim field in both races.

Michael Lyons was, predictably, 

the class of  the Derek Bell Trophy 

in the family Lola T400 and won twice. 

However, to his great credit, Jamie 

Brashaw never stopped chasing in 

his March 73A and kept Lyons on his 

toes. After an electrical gremlin in 

the opener, Greg Thornton forged 

the ex-Sam Posey Surtees TS11 to 

the final place on Sunday’s podium.

Similarly, Olly Bryant was the class 

of  the Stirling Moss Trophy, which 

was his only race of  the weekend as the 

family’s AC Cobra was not ready for the 

GT and Sports Car Cup. Instead, Bryant 

guided their Lotus 15 to within two laps 

of  the flag, only for a suspension failure 

to put him out. Victory was inherited by 

Chris Ward in a freshly rebuilt Lister 

Jaguar, which has spent the last 15 

years in storage at JD Classics.

In a hugely busy weekend, brothers 

John and Gary Pearson won the two-

hour GT and Sports Car Cup contest 

in their Jaguar E-type. Gary’s weekend 

schedule took in nine races while John 

tackled five, and the GTSCC was their 

big win. Phil Keen took over John 

Clark’s E-type for the final stint and 

chased hard, but John P had enough 

margin. Fresh from taking second place 

to Rudiger Friedrichs in the Mad Jack 

race, Blakeney-Edwards and Wakeman 

jumped into the unique Lister Jaguar 

Coupe to complete the GTSCC podium.

Friedrichs/HadfieldwoninPre’63GT

Jackson took a double victory in Formula Junior rear-engined contests BMWs were on top in the Historic Touring Car Challenge with car shared by theWhales (centre) winning
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BRANDS HATCH:MSVR BLANCPAIN GT SERIES BY DAVID ADDISON MAY 5/6

SILVERSTONE: 750MC BY IAN SOWMAN MAY 5
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Blancpain GT Series Sprint Cup
Race 1: Dries Vanthoor/Will Stevens
(Audi R8 LMS)
Race 2: Frederic Vervisch/Stuart Leonard
(Audi R8 LMS)

Caterham 7 Series
Race 1: Phil Jenkins (Caterham 420R)
Race 2: Phil Jenkins (Caterham 420R)

GT4 European Series
Race 1: Nicolai Moller-Madsen/Milan Dontje
(Audi R8 LMS GT4)
Race 2: Will Tregurtha/Stuart Middleton
(Ginetta G55)

Porsche Club GB Championship
Race 1: Mark Sumpter (Porsche 996)
Race 2: Mark Sumpter (Porsche 996)

Clio 182 Championship
Race 1: Patrick Fletcher
Race 2: Ryan Polley

Armed Forces Race Challenge
Race 1: Will Ashmore (Honda Civic VTi)
Race 2: Ian Fletcher (Fletcher Hornet Mk4)

BMW Car Club Racing Series
Race 1: Luke Sedzikowski (E92 M3)
Race 2: Luke Sedzikowski (E92 M3)

M3 Cup/330 Challenge
Race 1: David Whitmore (E46 M3)
Race 2: Nick Williamson (E46 M3)

Bernie’s V8/SRGT Challenge/Crossle
Racing Driver Club
Race 1: Steve Ough (Crossle 9S)
Race 2: Steve Ough (Crossle 9S)

WINNERS

WINNERS

TwoBritishwinnerspleased the
homecrowdatBrandsHatchas
theBlancpainGTSeriesSprintCup
made itsannual visit toKentishsoil.

Both Will Stevens and Stuart Leonard,

who took a win apiece in their WRT-run

Audi R8 LMSs, were deserving victors

with similar pressure-soaking drives

helped by their co-drivers.

Stevens won the first –taking over

from co-driver Dries Vanthoor, who

had led the opener up to the pit window

–withstanding pressure from a fast-

closing Kelvin van der Linde (Audi R8

LMS),the Zolder winner in turn being

caught by Christopher Mies (Audi R8

LMS) and Raffaele Marciello’s

Mercedes-AMG GT3.

Only when van der Linde had a tyre

deflate two laps from home did Mies

find an opportunity, before a bold

Marciello dived past at the start of

the final tour at Paddock Hill.

Leonard’s win was set up by

co-driver Frederic Vervisch, who

converted his maiden Blancpain Sprint

pole into a race lead chased by Mies and

van der Linde. Marciello ran wide at

Paddock on the opening lap and was

compromisedinstantly.

MiespittedfirsttogivewaytoBrands

rookie Alex Riberas, who challenged

Leonard as the Brit rejoined after his

pitstop. Leonard hung on through the

Indy circuit section to maintain the

advantage and then secured the win

with Mies/Riberas behind and the van

der Linde/Steijn Schothorst Attempto

Racing Audi R8 LMS third.

“The car felt better in race two,” said

Leonard post-race. “I knew if I made an

error, Alex would be past but by Turn 3

everything was up to temperature and I

could hang on.”

Both races produced a train of cars

fighting for the lead, four in the opener

and three in the second stanza, but both

races highlighted the problems of

overtaking around Brand Hatch. Loved

by the drivers, the venue looked picture-

postcard perfect in the sunshine, but the

width of a current GT3 car and the

width of the circuit just weren’t

conducive to passing and many a driver

admitted that overtaking was nigh-on

impossible, which was a great shame for

PatrickFletcherandRyanPolley

bothtookaClio182victoryapiece

atSilverstone,butwithOultonPark

winnerJackKingsburytwiceon

thepodiumthechampionshipis

developingintoathree-wayfight.

ReigningdoublechampionFletcher

struckfirstontheNationalcircuit,

capitalisingonagoodstartandthe

battlesemerginginhiswake.Polley

lefthimself withalottodo,dropping

fromthefrontrowtosixthonlapone

andlateradmitting:“Ineedtolearn

tostopthewheelsspinning”.

Herecoveredwellfromthesetback

and,atthesecondattempt,passed

KingsburyforthirdatBecketts.This

soonbecomesecondwhenAndrew

Tibbsretiredwithpowersteering

failureintheclosingstages.

Havingimprovedhisgetawayinrace

BRITSWINATBRANDS IN
BLANCPAINGTSPRINTCUP

Sedzikowski won in BMW E92 M3

Photos:Steve Jones

FLETCHER AND POLLEYMAKE IT
A THREE-WAY CLIO 182 FIGHT

the spectacular series.

Woeful driving standards in the

opening GT4 European Series race

led to three safety car periods and an

early red flag to repair a barrier after

Ricardo van der Ende’s McLaren 570s

was squeezed on to the Hawthorn’s

grass by Laura Kraihamer’s KTM. Van

der Ende finished atop the Armco and

the race was dragged to 75 per cent

before a red flag halted the drama.

Stuart Middleton/Will Tregurtha

(Ginetta G55) won but were later given a

penalty for being fractionally short on

the regulation pitstop time, handing a

win to Nicolai Moller-Madsen and

Milan Dontje (Audi R8 LMS GT4).

The second race was calmer and the

45-strong field made a fine sight around

Brands Hatch. Tregurtha led but after

the pole-winning Ginetta copped an

extra 35 kilos and an increased ride

height after qualifying, he was soon

usurped. However, Middleton took over

at the pitstopsandbattledpastWard

Sluys(Mercedes-AMGGT4)toscoop

thevictoryfromSimonKnap/Max

Koebolt(BMWM4).

Tregurtha and
Middleton won

Vanthoor/Stevens car leads at start

RACING REPORTS

didn’tthinkthecarhadthelegsforthis

circuit,” said the Honda Civic driver 

after his win. Camp, whose car had 

developed fuel surge issues, also lost 

out to Ian Fletcher’s Hornet, with 

Darver just off  the podium.

In race two, Darver again led for the 

first half  of  the race, but a gravelly 

excursion at Luffield at the mid-point 

allowed Ashmore through. The Civic 

held off  the rasping Suzuki V-Twin-

engined Hornet until the exit of  Copse 

on the penultimate lap, with Fletcher 

“relying on other people’s mistakes”

to take the win. Darver was third, 

ahead of  Mark Inman’s supercharged 

Vauxhall VX220.

The BMWCC Racing Series entry 

boasted 32 cars, including Luke 

Sedzikowski’s invitation class E92 M3. 

Sedzikowski twice won on the road, with 

the first victory coming after a very slow 

start. Mike Cutt also scored an outright 

podium double in his E36, but registered 

driver Gary Hufford (E46) split them in 

the earlier race to claim the spoils. 

Michael Vitulli, who spun to the back of

the first race after second corner 

contact, later wrestled his E46 through 

from row five to claim the series win, 

passing Richard Marsh at Copse on lap 10.

The M3 Cup produced two new 

winners in David Whitmore and Nick 

Williamson. Both led from lights-to-

flag, but Williamson faced stiffer 

competition, having to fend off  three 

cars to triumph in race two. Matt 

Maxted did the double in the 

concurrent 330 Challenge.

two,Polleylookedcomfortableout

frontuntilapatchof fluidspilled

bySimonHarrisonforcedhimwide,

allowingFletcherthrough.However,

hedrewbackalongsideexitingLuffield

onthepenultimatelap,ultimatelytaking

theleadandvictory.

Kingsburyrecoveredtothird,ahead

of TibbsandSimonDonoghue.Don

deGraaff wassixthforasecondtime,

havingcomefromthebackof thegrid

inraceoneaftercranksensorfailure

ruledhimoutof qualifying.

PointsfortheArmedForces

RaceChallengemaybeawardedon

performanceindex,buttherewerestill

furiousscrapsatthefrontof thefield.

RegularwinnerDarrenBerrishas

moved on – having further modified 

his V8 Westfield – leaving the 

competition wide open. 

Farard Darver (BMW M3) led a five-car 

lead group initially, with Chris Camp 

picking his way through them in his 

Nissan Skyline, eventually outbraking 

Darver for the lead at Brooklands. Will 

Ashmore soon followed Camp through 

at Copse, taking the lead at Brooklands 

with just over a lap to go. 

“That was completely unexpected, I 

Fletcher leads Polley in Clio race
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Classic K
Peter Thompson (TVR Griffith)

Future Classics
Aston Blake/Tony Blake (Porsche 911 RSR)

Magnificent Sevens
Christian Pittard (Caterham CSR)

Modern Classics
Dave Griffin (BMW M3 E36)

New Millennium
Graham Charman (Ginetta G55)

Open Series
Tim Davis (Caterham C400)

Special Saloons & Modsports
Race 1: Andy Southcott (MG Modsport)
Race 2: Andy Southcott (MG Modsport)

Swinging Sixties
Group 1: Richard Belcher (Lotus Cortina)
Group 2: Oliver Reuben/Nigel Reuben (TVR Griffith)

Tin Tops
Lee Williams (Honda Civic Type R)

Turbo Tin Tops & Smart 4Two Cup
Keith Issatt/Joshua Fulbrook (Mini Cooper)

WINNERS

Plants (l) battled the

Reubens for the win

NigelandOliverReuben, in their
TVRGriffith,cameoutontopof
a familyduelwith theMorgan+8
ofRichardandWilliamPlant in
theSwingingSixtiesGroup2race.
ReubenJrstayedfairlyclosetoWilliam

Plantintheearlylaps,untilaninthlap

spinatBecketts.Hewasstillsecondat

thehandoverasbothyoungdrivers

madewayfortheirfathers.Plant

seniorretainedthelead,buthadthe

elderReubenrapidlyclosingin.“Iwas

runningoutof fuel,soIcouldn’tdefend

asitwascuttingout,”saidPlant.

ReubensurgedpastintoVillagethree

lapsfromhomeandwaseightseconds

clearattheflag.JamesKeevillwasa

distantthirdinhisLotusElanfollowing

anearlierduelwithNick/Eddie

Powell’ssimilarcar.

AndySouthcott’sMGModsportwasa

doublewinnerinSpecialSaloonsand

Modsports.Southcottledraceonefrom

thestart,buthewasforcedtogivebestto

IanHall’sDarrianfromlapfive.Hallran

outof brakesonthelastlapthough,

allowingSouthcott tosnatchthewin

withDannyMorrisarace-longthird

inhisPeugeot309GTI.

AlthoughHallhadtheadvantagefrom

theopeninglapof racetwo,Southcott

madeupforapoorstart toregainsecond

bylapfour.Hallkepthisrivalatbay

foranothersixlaps,untilbrakesand

backmarkerscombinedatStowegiving

Southcotthissecondvictory,despite

hisownclutchandbrakeproblems.

TheFutureClassicsracehadtobe

restartedafterashuntatthefirstcorner

wipedoutfourcars, includingtheTVR

Tuscanof polemanBillLancashire.

AstonandTonyBlakeleft therest in

theirwakeintheirPorsche911RS,with

fellowPorschedriversJamesNeal/Neil

Harveysecuringsecondintheclosing

lapswhenTomBrentonranwideat

Stowe.DespiteafurtherspinatVillage,

BrentonretainedthirdinhisFord

SierraXR8aheadof PerryWaddams

inanotherTuscan.

IntheSwingingSixties –Group1

race, IanEverett (BMW1502)shadowed

theLotusCortinaof RichardBelcher

until thestops,whenEveretthadto

servehiswinpenaltyfromtheprevious

round.Havingrecoveredtosecond,

Everettwasforcedtoretirewith

gearboxproblemsleavingBelcher

wellclear.TomParsons/Richard

Mitchell intheirAlfaRomeoGTV

andGordonElwell (FrogeyeSprite)

completedthepodium.

WithNathan/PeterDod’sTVR

Griffithretiringfromtheleadafter

onlysixlapsof theClassicK race,

PeterThompson’ssimilarcarledfor

theremainderof thehour-longrace.

AlasdairCoateswasasolitarysecond

inhisACCobraforthemostpart,with

AllenTice/ChrisConley(Marcos

1800GT)retainingthirdfromthe

closingLotusElanof NickRandall/

FabioRandaccio.

Caterhamteam-matesTimDavisand

ChristianPittardhadaterrificduel in

theOpenseriesuntilPittarddropped

back,stuckinfifthgear.Davis’car

startedcuttingoutashepursuedthe

GinettaG55of LeeFrost inthesecond

half,buthestillmanagedtoousttheGT4

Supercupracertotakeacomfortable

win.Pittardfinallycamehomefourth,

losingouttoLuckyKhera/Declan

JonesinanotherGinettaG55.

DavisandPittardwereableto

continuetheirduel intheMagnificent

Sevens,withPittardclinchingvictory

afterseveralcloseexchanges.“Igot

abitwildneartheendthough,”Davis

admitted,settlinginsecond,wellclear

of NicGrindrod.

GrahamCharman(GinettaG55)

grabbedalatewinintheNew

Millenniumrace,divingpast theSEAT

Leonof JamieSturgesontheinsideof

Stowewithalaptogo.LeeFrosthad

beenincontentiontoountilhisG55

expiredatClubwithDeclanJonesatthe

wheel.This leftGaryHufford/AliBray

thirdintheirBMWM3,onlyawhisker

awayfromchallengingSturges.

ItwasBMWstotheforeinthe

ModernClassics,withtheM3of

DaveGriffinconvertingafirstlap

leadintoa51-secondvictory.Initial

leaderKirkArmitagewentoff atVale

onlapsix, leavingGriffinwellaheadof

GavinDunnandDouglasSimmen/

RolandJones.JonAttardwonthePuma

Cupclassaheadof LukeJohnson.

TherewaslittletosplitWilliamHardy

(VauxhallCorsa)andNigelTongue

(Peugeot306)intheinitialstagesof the

TinTopsrace.Butsoonafterthestops,

Hardywasbackinthepitlaneretiring

withamisfire,puttingTongueclear

untilhisengineletgoafter19laps.Lee

WilliamscouldonlylookoninhisHonda

CivicTypeR,asTomMensley’sRenault

Cliocutout, leavinghimoutonhisown

totakethevictory.ColinandSteven

Simpson(Peugeot206)settledinsecond,

whileRyanColvey’sCliooustedthe

HondaIntegraof RussellHirdforthird

withthreelapstogo.

REUBENSWINTHEFAMILYFIGHT
FORSWINGINGSIXTIESGLORY

Griffin in Modern Classics

From Bahrain to Silverstone, the Holden VXR8 of Simon Harrison 
has made the transition from racing in a Middle Eastern one-make 
series to the CSCC’s New Millennium. Harrison has owned the 
car for a couple of months, but only managed a few laps on its 
Snetterton debut due to overheating. The problem was solved by 
short-circuiting the original temperature sensor on the JJ 
Performance-built car. It had taken part in one of the support races 
at the Bahrain Grand Prix: now though, it brings extra variety to 
the CSCC grid. He finished fifth in class after a spin at the Vale.

For this season Gary Goodyear opted to 
change from his familiar sportscars to a 
BMW Z3M in the CSCC’s Modern Classics. 
Goodyear, a former Kit Car champion, 
had owned the car a couple of years before 
converting it into a race car over the winter. 
He debuted it at Snetterton last month, 
finishing eighth, but had problems with 
the valve timing and opted to change the 
ECU for his second outing. His engine 
“ran like a dream” but brake vibration 
hampered his progress as the car is still 
in the development stage. He managed to 
take sixth in class.

A Renault Twingo RS is a rarity on the CSCC Tin 
Tops grid, and that was part of the attraction for 
novice racer Allan Walker. He worked on the car 
himself, having polished the cams, lightened 
it where possible and had the ’cage fitted. He 
sees his racing debut as a mid-life crisis, with 
only a few trackdays to count on for experience. 
But why did he choose a Twingo? His wife’s first 
ever car was a Twingo, no-one else has one and 
having now prepared the French pocket rocket, 
he can see why. After a gear linkage ended 
his day first time out at Snetterton, he was 
relieved to take the flag sixth in class.
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KNOCKHILL: SMRC BY STEPHEN BRUNSDON MAY 6

CASTLE COMBE:CCRC BY IAN SOWMAN MAY 7

Photos: Jim Moir

Celtic Speed Mini Cooper Cup
Race 1: David Sleigh
Race 2: John Duncan
Race 3: John Duncan

Scottish Classic Sports & Saloons
Race 1: John Kinmond (Rover 3500)
Race 2: Andrew Graham (Triumph TR8)

Scottish Formula Ford 1600
Race 1: Ross Martin (Ray GR17)
Race 2: Matt Round-Garrido (Medina Sport JL17)

Scottish Legends
Heat 1: Dave Hunter
Heat 2: John Paterson
Final: Ivor Greenwood

Scottish Sports & Saloons
Race 1: Robert Drummond (Ford Escort Cosworth)
Race 2: Andrew Morrison (SEAT Cupra TCR)

SMTA Fiesta, Hot Hatch/Scottish BMW
Race 1: Wayne MacCaulay (Fiesta ST)
Race 2: Wayne MacCaulay (Fiesta ST)

Castle Combe FF1600
Luke Cooper (Swift SC16)

Castle Combe GT
Craig Dolby (Volvo S60)

Castle Combe Hot Hatch
Chris Southcott (Peugeot
205 GTi)

Castle Combe Saloon
Gary Prebble (SEAT Leon
Cupra)

Dave Allan Trophy
Simon Singh Khera/Lucky
Khera (Ginetta GT4)

Jaguar Saloon & GT
Championship
James Ramm (XJS)

Mighty Minis
Championship
Race 1: Greg Jenkins
(Super Mighty Mini)
Race 2: Alex Comis (Super
Mighty Mini)

Track Attack Racing Club
Race 1: Will di Claudio
(Peugeot 106 GTi)
Race 2: Will di Claudio
(Peugeot 106 GTi)

WINNERS

WINNERS

RossMartin continuedhis
dominationof theScottishFormula
Ford1600 season thanks toanother
victory. The teenagerwasmade
toworkhardbyanarrayofBRSCC
National interlopers though,
atKnockhill’s first reverse
layoutmeetingof the year.

Martin shared the overall wins with

Team Dolan’s Matt Round-Garrido as

the pair proved the class of the field

all weekend. Martin extended his

points lead over full-season challenger

Jordan Gronkowski to 55 points as

National guest drivers were ineligible

for points in both races.

Separated by just 0.002s after

qualifying, Martin (Ray) and Round-

Garrido (Medina Sport) battled

doggedly during the opening stages of

race one. But the Kevin Mills Racing

Spectrums of Hugo Bentley-Ellis and

Michael Eastwell soon joined them to

create an epic four-way lead battle.

Bentley-Ellis took second from Round-

Garrido with an audacious lunge under

braking for the Hairpin and harried

Martin all the way to the line, eventually

losing out by half a second.

Round-Garrido got revenge in the

second race, after slipstreaming past

Martin on the third lap and racing

clear to claim victory. Bentley-Ellis

used all his karting skills to dummy

his way past Martin into the Hairpin

but lost second place on countback

after Gary Sykes’ stricken GBR Ray

caused a final-lap red flag.

Cliff Dempsey Racing’s Jamie

Thorburn and Nico Gruber opted to

keep out of trouble via pitlane starts.

Jack Wolfenden cracked a sump over

a kerb in qualifying, ruling him out

of all three races.

John Duncan catapulted himself to the

top of the Scottish Mini Cooper Cup

standings after a near-perfect weekend.

Running fourth for most of the opening

encounter, Duncan made the most

of a safety car intervention for the

stricken cars of Jake Hutchison and

Craig Dillon. On the restart Duncan

made assertive moves on Dominic

Wheatley and Michael Weddell

into Clarks to take second behind

race winner David Sleigh.

Gary Prebble overcame the fast-

starting James Winter to take his

first outright victory of the season

in the Castle Combe Saloon

Car Championship.

Winter led for the first two laps in

his Renault Megane, before Prebble

sliced through on the inside at Camp

in his SEAT Leon Cupra. Easter

Monday winner Simon Thornton-

Norris followed him but made

a couple of mistakes over the

remainder of the race and could

MARTINTAKESFF1600
WINAGAINSTNATIONALS

Dolby won in Dutch Supercar Volvo

Photos:Steve Jones

PREBBLE’S SEAT BACK ON
TOP IN COMBE SALOONS

The positions were reversed in race

two after Sleigh got bogged down off

pole. Duncan started the reversed-grid

final race fifth but wasted little time

in making it to the front. He beat Ian

Munro and Sleigh to the line, with

Craig Blake backing up his race two

podium by taking fourth.

Scottish Legends veteran Ivor

Greenwood scored his first victory of

the season by beating Jordan Hodgson

in a frantic final. He seized the lead from

early leader Steven McGill exiting the

Hairpin, opening a healthy margin

despite Duncan Vincent’s scary brake

failure-induced crash bringing out

the safety car. Race one winner Dave

Hunter’s hopes were dashed when

contact with Colin McNeil and race

two victor John Paterson sent all

three of them into retirement.

A serious crash for Ron Cumming

(Nemesis Kit Car) and a further incident

involving Mark Dawson (Seat Leon

Supercopa) and Colin Simpson (Marcos

Mantis) limited the available running

in the opening Scottish Sports &

Saloons race. Dawson and Simpson

emerged from their cars unscathed

while Cumming was taken to the

medical centre for further treatment.

Robert Drummond and Andrew

Morrison took subdued victories,

while Oliver Mortimer remained

unbeaten in the R53 Class.

Gearbox trouble prevented John

Kinmond from taking an easy Scottish

Classic Sports & Saloons double, with

Andrew Graham picking up the pieces

in his Triumph TR8 in race two.

Greenwood won Legends final

RACING REPORTS

Martin beat National

FF1600 regulars in R1

not get the better of Combe’s most

winning driver, but did take Class B.

Prebble’s younger brother Adam

briefly made it to third on his first

outing in a Vauxhall Astra before

the temperature gauge rocketed,

leaving a misfiring Winter to fend

off Charles Hyde-Andrews-Bird

(out for the first time in his father’s

Nissan 200SX) for the final podium

position until the problem became

too much and he dropped back. Alex

Kite had made it a three-way fight

until his Audi TT suffered a clutch 

master cylinder failure. 

Craig Dolby dominated the 

Combe GT race, taking Nigel Mustill’s 

ex-Dutch Supercar Volvo S60 to 

victory by 15s. Oliver Bull was best 

of  the regulars, finishing second in 

his Vauxhall Tigra although Andy 

Southcott got so close in his MG Midget 

that he didn’t see the chequered flag. 

With Southcott defeating Tony 

Bennett’s Caterham in their 

class, Ilsa Cox took the lead of  the 

championship by winning hers.

Luke Cooper was allowed to escape 

in the Combe FF1600 race to record 

his third successive victory in his 

Swift SC16, with Josh Fisher (Van

Diemen JL14) being passed by David 

Vivian’s Spectrum on the opening lap 

to hit his hopes. Fisher took second 

place back at the Esses on lap four, a 

corner that was the scene on the final 

circuit of  Fisher’s younger sibling 

Felix spinning his Ray as he mounted 

a last-lap attack on his brother, 

Vivian’s car having expired. The 

2006 champion, Matt Rivett (Ray 

GR10), was promoted to his first 

Combe podium in nine years.

Driving their Ginetta GT4 for the first 

time, Simon and Lucky Khera took the 

Dave Allan Trophy mini-enduro, run 

in memory of  the Synchro Motorsport 

co-founder. Fittingly, the Synchro 

Honda Civic of Dan Wheeler took

second, the younger sister car having 

led earlier but suffered suspension 

issues, Alyn James eventually 

finishing a lap down. The unrelated 

Martin James retired his Civic with 

oil temperature concerns, after 

inheriting the lead from Endaf  Owens 

who crashed his SEAT Leon at Quarry 

when wrong-footed by traffic.

Polesitter Greg Jenkins bogged 

down at the start of  the Super Mighty 

Minis opener, but retrieved the lead 

from Connor O’Brien before the first 

lap was out. He held on until the 

charging Alex Comis grabbed the 

initiative at Quarry on lap 10, 

before reasserting his authority 

on proceedings. Comis finished

second, with O’Brien snatching 

third from new championship 

leader Jo Polley on the final lap.

Comis went one better in the second 

race, taking the lead for the second 

time at Quarry on the final lap. 

Jenkins lost out, having climbed from 

eighth on the reversed grid, while 

Polley claimed the final podium spot. 

James Ramm’s Jaguar Saloon and 

GT qualifying session was truncated 

by a fuel blockage, but he climbed 

through the field to win by more than 

half  a minute in his XJS, aided when 

erstwhile leader Alasdair MacGregor 

lost control of  his X300 at Tower and 

connected with the barriers.

Prebble defeated 

Thornton-Norris
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HIGGINS IN FOR SILVERSTONE WRX
Former rally ace lines up an attack on British showpiece event at the end of May

ByHalRidge

BritishRallycrossChampionship
leaderMarkHigginswill
makehisWorldRXdebutat
Silverstone later thismonth.

Thethree-timeBritishRally

championwillcampaignAlbatec

Racing’sPeugeot208Supercaratthe

event,asusedbyteamownerAndy

Scottinthethirdroundof BritishRX

atCroftlastweekend.TheManxman

will jointouringcarstarAndrew

JordanandWorldRXdriverOliver

Bennettcompetingintheirhome

event.“It’sverydifficulttoknow

howwe’llperformatSilverstone,

butI’mundernoillusionsof thetask

ahead,”saidHiggins.“We’vegotall

thebigfactoryteamsthere,and

we’llbeoneof thefewindependent

teams,butif wecangetagoodrun

andwithabitof luckonourside,

whoknowswherewecanbe?Allwe

candoisdoourbest.”

Theopeningroundof BritishRXin

Marchwasthefirstrallycrossevent

tobeheldatSilverstone,thevenue

havingtakenovertheBritishround

of WorldRXfromLyddenHill from

2018.Havingalreadyexperiencedthe

Silverstonelayout,theBritishround

of WorldRXwillmarkthefirsttime

thatHigginshasreturnedtoacircuit

inhisrallycrosscampaign.“Ididn’t

havetoobadashowinginthe

openingBritishroundandthatwas

intheoldercar,”hesaid.“Itwillbe

thefirsttimeI’vegonebacktoatrack

forasecondtime,andjustknowing

howitallworks,thetracklayout,

thestartandeverythingwillhelp.”

TeamownerScottishopefulthat

Higginscanchallengeforaplacein

thesemi-finals.“Hopefullyhecan

showcasewhathecando,andwe

canthengainsomemomentum

todofurtherWorldRXrounds,”

saidScott.“We’dliketoseehim

reachthesemis.If wedothat, it’s

beenagoodresult.” Higgins is

leading BRX

SPORTING SCENE

British Rallycross 
Championship: Croft
By Hal Ridge

Organiser: British Automobile Racing Club/Lydden Hill Motor 
Club When: May 6 Where: Croft Starters: 68

Former British Rallycross champion 

Ollie O’Donovan claimed a dramatic 

victory in the third round of the series 

at Croft, crossing the finish line on 

three wheels to beat Mark Higgins by 

less than 0.1s.

Startingfromthemiddleof thefront

rowinthefinal,O’Donovanledforthe

openingtwolapsuntilthird-placed

SteveHillwasforcedtoslowwith

anengineproblem.JulianGodfrey

madecontactwithHill’sMitsubishi

Evo,sendingGodfrey’s carintoa

violent crash (see above). 

At the restart, polesitter Andy 

Scott jumped the lights and was 

subsequently demoted to the back of  

the grid. That left O’Donovan as the 

sole remaining front-row starter. 

O’Donovan maintained his 

advantage into the first corner. 

The Irishman then led the final 

throughout, fending off  the attentions 

of  Higgins. In the final corners, 

contact between the pair resulted in 

O’Donovan being forced wide. 

Further side-by-side contact broke 

the left-rear wheel off  O’Donovan’s 

Ford Focus, and he and Higgins 

crossed the finish line as O’Donovan 

spun onto the infield. Albatec team 

owner Scott completed the podium. 

With Godfrey only being classified 

in sixth, Higgins’ second place 

moves him into the points lead, while 

O’Donovan climbed to third overall. 

Uren and Williams share the spotlight in Belfast

O’Donovan limps to a
win in the final – just 

Bryntesson wins 
Nordic 2018 opener

Godfrey walks away 
from Croft smash

RallyX Nordic champion 

Thomas Bryntesson won 

the 2018 season-opener at 

World RX venue Holjes 

in Sweden last weekend.

Oliver Solberg, a title 

challenger in 2017, was fourth 

despite failing to finish the 

final after contact with 

Lukas Walfridson. 

Bryntesson fended off  a 

strong challenge early in the 

race from Peter Hedstrom 

to claim victory ahead of  

Walfridson and Mats Ohman. 

“The team has worked really 

hard to get the car sorted,” 

said Euro RX frontrunner 

Bryntesson. “That makes it 

even more special to win here. 

I’m looking forward to Euro 

RX in Belgium next weekend.” 

The Supercar Lites category 

was won by Guillaume 

De Ridder while Finn Jimi 

Kalliomaki won the opening 

round of the RX Academy.

BRITISH HILLCLIMB BRITISH RALLYCROSS CHAMPIONSHIP

British Hillclimb
By William Neill
Organiser: Ulster Automobile Club Where: Craigantlet, Belfast 
When: May 5 Starters: 90

Both David Uren and Trevor Willis 

scored victories in Belfast – the latter 

jumping up to jointly lead the British 

Hillclimb Championship with Prescott’s 

opening winner, Wallace Menzies. 

On the first of  the run-offs, Uren’s 

Gould GR55B had work to do on the 

faster public roads in the middle and the 

top sectors, the Redditch man put his 

foot down to take victory over Will Hall 

by a mere 0.02s. 

Menzies was quickest off  the line and, 

although not on Uren’s times at the top 

sector, performed better than Hall’s 

Force WH-Xtec before being denied 

second by 0.03s. Last of  the drivers in 

the 40s bracket was Trevor Willis. 

It was the OMS 28 driver Willis who 

wentontobetheonlyentrytobreak

the 40s barrier on the day with 39.36s 

on the second run off  and win the fourth 

championship counter.

Menzies improved his place with 

second but not his time, 0.03s slower 

than the earlier run. Mourant took 0.74s 

from his earlier run to take third and 

leave Uren with fourth.

Will Hall had a major slide on the exit 

of  the chicane with a rear wheel 

touching a roadside kerb. It dented his 

run across the crossroads and onto the 

following straight, resulting in fifth.

Results
Round 3: 1 David Uren (Gould GR55B) 40.17s; 2 Will Hall 
(Force WH-Xtec) 40.19s; 3 Wallace Menzies (Gould GR59) 
40.22s; 4 Trevor Willis (OMS 28) 40.31s; 5 Jason Mourant 
(Gould GR55) 41.17s; 6 Nicola Menzies (Gould GR55B) 45.37s; 
7 Ray Rowan (Pilbeam MP43) 45.39s; 8 Simon Fidoe (Empire 
Wraith) 45.84s; 9 Darren Gumbley (Force TA) 45.87s; 10 Lee 
Griffiths (OMS 25) 47.52s. Round 4: 1 Willis 39.36s; 2 Wallace 
Menzies 40.25; 3 Mourant 40.43s; 4 Uren 40.56s; 5 Hall 40.64s; 
6 Rowan 44.37s; 7 Nicola Menzies 44.74s; 8 Gumbley 45.15s; 
9 Fidoe 45.27s; 10 Keith Weeks (Image FF5) 50.84s.

MadMarkWatsonfinishedinfourth

in the final, albeit some way behind the 

leading trio. Steve Mundy was unable 

to take the start due to an issue with his 

Ford Fiesta in pre-grid for the final. 

Tristan Ovenden won the 

Supernational final, leading home local 

drivers Guy Corner and Paige Bellerby, 

while Tom Constantine beat younger 

brother Luke to secure victory in the 

Junior category. In only his third event, 

Ben Sayer was top of  a battle for third. 

Former European Championship 

event-winner Kevin Procter made a 

guest appearance in the RX150 buggy 

category and finished second behind 

championship leader Chrissy Palmer. 

Two-time British Rally champion 

Jonny Milner, who started his career in 

rallycross also made a guest appearance 

in the category and finished third, despite 

visiting the Turn 1 gravel trap after first 

corner contact. Morgan Bailey claimed 

his second Swift Sport victory in a row, 

whileDavidBelltooktheBMWMini

win. Barry Stewart won the Retro final in 

his Porsche.

Results
British Rallycross (6 laps): 1 Ollie O’Donovan (Ford Focus); 
2 Mark Higgins (Peugeot 208) +0.061s; 3 Andy Scott (Peugeot 
208); 4 Mad Mark Watson (Citroen Xsara); 5 Steve Hill (Mitsubishi 
Evo); 6 Julian Godfrey (Mitsubishi Mirage).
Supernational (6 laps): 1 Tristan Ovenden (Renault Clio); 2 Guy 
Corner (Peugeot 206) +2.142s; 3 Paige Bellerby (Vauxhall VX220); 
4 Craig Lomax (Citroen C2); 5 Gary Simpson (BMW E30); 6 Darren 
Scott (Citroen C2).
MSA Junior (5 laps) (All Suzuki Swift): 1 Tom Constantine; 
2 Luke Constantine +2.150s; 3 Ben Sayer; 4 Morgan Wroot; 
5 Patrick O’Donovan; 6 Matilda Procter.
Suzuki Swift (6 laps): 1 Morgan Bailey; 2 Tom Llewellin 
+4.083s; 3 Dominic Flitney; 4 Rob Maynard; 5 Christopher Scott; 
6 Rob Shield.
RX150 (6 laps): 1 Chrissy Palmer; 2 Kevin Procter +15.229s; 
3 Jonny Milner; 4 Dave Bellerby; no other finishers.
BMW Mini (6 laps): 1 David Bell; 2 Martin Hawkes +1.412s; 3 
Bradley Durdin; 4 Drew Bellerby; 5 Leigh-Anne Sedgwick; 6 
Rob Methold. 
Retro (4 laps): 1 Barry Stewart (Porsche 911); 
2 Ray Morgan (Ford Escort) +0.941s; 3 James Harrold 
(Volkswagen Beetle); 4 Mark Finch (Ford Fiesta); 
5 Ian Biagi (Mini Clubman); 6 Gary Dixon (Vauxhall Astra).

Dave Uren stretched his legs at the end of the first run-off for a victory

O’Donovan held off Higgins in a dash to the line following last-lap contact 

Five-time British Rallycross 

champion Julian Godfrey was 

unharmed after this dramatic 

crash at Croft last weekend.

The Spencer Sport Mitsubishi 

Mirage driver hit Steve Hill’s ailing 

Mitsubishi Lancer during the 

second lap of  the final, which 

launched him into a series of  

rolls and the car caught fire.

The race was stopped, and Godfrey 

emerged from the wreck without 

serious injury.

Godfrey’s car 

caught fire

Former champ 

was unharmed

Photos: Trevor Coulson
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Seeding can protect the future of ralli

Ian Cutting captured this moment of drama from Rockingham’s British GT meeting

Chris Collier caught Mike Epps’ drama

Gary Hill caught this Brands Hatch spill

Brian Gower hoped there wasn’t 

previously a passenger in there... John Henderson’s Donington BTCC shot

Paul Grime went on the Pirelli Rally

Perth classic car run, by Alex Ireland Will Jones’s shot of Tom Chilton’s spill

Another from Gary Hill from Brands

Rich Cranston braved the bad weather

James Giddings took this autograss shot Stuart Taunton’s Clacton photograph

Co-driver David Richards on the Flying 

Scotsman Rally, by Anthony Underwood

It was quite late last Friday afternoon when the news came in that the national governing body, the Motor Sports Association, had decide
to relax its position on the seeding of rallies from July 1 onwards. On the face of it, it was a simple tweak to the rulebook. In reality, this is 
massive shot in the arm for the discipline. 

National rallying has been under the cosh since the running order was changed a couple of years ago, but that was a necessity brought about amid search
inquiries into fatal accidents that had been instigated after two incidents. Rallying was under pressure to alter its ways, otherwise the future might have look
much, much darker.

The seeding order change had the effect of many people leaving their rally cars in garages, rather than face unsustainable damage to their machines. Ther
had to be a solution to the legislation which was strangling the sport. Now, at last, it is here. This is a very positive step from the Motor Sports Association. 
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

A rethink from the Motor Sports Association shows that competitors are heard

ART EDITOR MIKE STOKOE’S

FAVOURITE OF 
THE WEEK!

NEW
WEBSITE
motorsport-news.co.uk
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PLUS: ALL THE USUAL NEWS,VIEWS AND REPORTS

NEXT WEEK OUT WEDNESDAY, MAY 16

LISTINGS
RACING
FRIDAY-SUNDAY

Rockingham, Northants
Citroen C1 24 Hours: Pickups 
Starts Friday, qualifying from 1900hrs 
Saturday, racing from1135hrs
(qualifying from0900hrs)Sunday,24
hour racecontinuesAdmission£12
Web rockingham.co.uk
Contact08701660438

SATURDAY
OultonPark,Cheshire

MSVRmeeting:WelshSports/
Saloons, JaguarXK,Pre ’66Jaguars,
EquipeGTS,EquipePre ’63,AMOC
GT,AMOCIntermarque,50sSports
andXKStarts racing from1210hrs
(qualifying from0830hrs)Admission

adult£16,under13 freeWebmsv.
comContact08434539000

SATURDAY/SUNDAY
Snetterton,Norfolk

MiniFestival:MiniChallenge,
MiniSe7en,MiniMiglia,Monoposto,
RadicalSR1,Trackday
Championship,TrackdayTrophy
StartsSaturday, racing from1250hrs
(qualifying from0900hrs)Sunday,
racing from0940hrs (qualifying from
0900hrs)Admissionadult£20,
under13 freeWebmsv.com
Contact08434539000

BrandsHatch,Kent
BARCmeeting:2CV,RacingFords,
BARCSaloons/ClassicVWs,Tin
Tops,Clubmans, JuniorSaloons,
RenaultClios,HondaVTec,Modified
Saloons, IntermarqueStarts

Saturday, racing from1200hrs
(qualifying from0900hrs)Sunday,
racing from1050hrs (qualifying from
1000hrs)Admissionadult£16,
under13 freeWebmsv.com
Contact08434539000

Silverstone,Northants
BARCmeeting:Britcar,Open
Sports,KumhoBMW,Karts,
CaterhamGraduates,Classic
FF1600StartsSaturday, racing from
1240hrs (qualifying from0900hrs)
Sunday, racing from0950hrs
(qualifying from0915hrs)Admission

£15Websilverstone.co.uk
Contact08704588260

Knockhill,Fife
BRSCCmeeting:TCR,FF1600,
Porsche,CaterhamSeven420R,
CaterhamSeven310R,Caterham
Seven270R,CaterhamRoadsport,
MazdaMX-5StartsSaturday, racing
from1315hrs (qualifying from
0830hrs)Sunday, racing from
0830hrsAdmissionadult£15,

Tune in for highlights of  the 

MG Trophy Championship 

as drivers and teams raced on 

the Silverstone National layout 

for round two of  the series 

(Thursday, 1600-1630hrs).

Last year’s BMW Compact

Cup champion, Steven Dailly,

and title rival Owen Hunter

were once again the class of

the field at the opening round

of 2018 at Brands Hatch (Friday,

0800-0830hrs).

Take a trip down memory lane

with Duke Video, as they bring

you behind the scenes footage of

the FIA Historic Formula One

Championship from 2010 in

Grand Prix: The Past Comes 

Alive (Friday 1900-2000hrs).

The second round of  the 

BRDC British Formula 3 

Championship took place at 

Rockingham, as Swede Linus

Lundqvist and Norwegian

Nicolai Kjaergaard battle for

supremacy at the top of the

table (Saturday, 1230-1330hrs).

And finally head Down Under

for highlights from the fifth

round of the Australian

Supercars Championship

(Saturday, 2100-2300hrs)

as Scott McLaughlin looks

to extend his lead in the

standings in Perth.

LIVE TV

under 12 free Web knockhill.co.uk 
Contact 01383 723337

Bishopscourt, N Ireland
BARC meeting: Formula Vee, 
Formula Sheane, Formula Libre, 
Stryker Sportscar, SEAT, Historic 
Racing Cars, Future Classics, Fiesta 
Zetec, Fiesta ST, Supercars Starts 

Saturday, racing from TBC (qualifying 
from 0900hrs) Sunday, racing from 
0900hrs Admission adult TBC 
Web bishopscourt.org 
Contact 028 4484 2202

RALLY
FRIDAY/SATURDAY

Douglas, Isle of Man
Bet on Aces Manx National Rally

Starts 1730hrs Admission free
Web manxautosport.org

SATURDAY
Welshpool, Powys

Plains Rally

Starts 0801hrs Admission free
Web plainsrally.co.uk

Cookstown, County 
Tyrone 
“Go” Tour of Sperrins Rally

Starts 1031hrs Admission free
Web magherafeltmotorclub.co.uk

SUNDAY
Three Sisters Circuit, Wigan

The Cetus Rally Stages

Starts 1000hrs Admission TBC
Web wiganmotorclub.org.uk

SPORTING SCENE
SATURDAY

Skegness, Scotland
BriSCA F1

Starts 1800hrs Admission TBC 
Web brisca.com

SATURDAY/SUNDAY
Pembrey, Wales

BTRDA Clubmans Rallycross

Starts TBC Admission adult £12, 
under 14 free Web btrda.com

Harewood, W Yorks
British Hillclimb
Starts 0900hrs both days
Admission adult £10, under 14 free
Web britishhillclimb.co.uk

Listing correct at time of press

WTCR:Nurburgring
Race1:Friday,1730-1830hrs,

Eurosport2
Race2:Saturday,1100-1200hrs,

Eurosport1
Race3:Saturday,1200-1300hrs,

Eurosport1

Formula2:Barcelona
Race1:Saturday,1540-1650hrs,

SkySportsF1
Race2:Sunday,1025-1125hrs,

SkySportsF1

GP3:Barcelona
Race1:Saturday,0910-1005hrs,

SkySportsF1

Race2:Sunday,0920-1005hrs,
SkySportsF1

IndyCar:
Indianapolis

Race:Saturday,2030-2300hrs,
BTSportsESPN

EuropeanF3:Pau
Race1:Saturday,1000-1100hrs,

BTSport1
Race2:Sunday,1000-1100hrs,

BTSport1

NASCAR:Kansas
Race:Sunday,0030-0500hrs,

PremierSports

Hugh Hunter won the Manx

WHAT ATTRACTS CREWS TO THE AZORES RALLY?

SPANISH GP REPORT

Spanish Grand Prix 
Sky Sports F1 HD 
coverage 

Drivers’ press conference: 

Thursday, 1400-1430hrs 
FP1: Friday, 0930-1155hrs 
FP2: Friday, 1345-1550hrs
FP3: Saturday, 1030-1215hrs 
Qualifying: Saturday, 

1300-1540hrs
Race: Sunday, 1230-1710hrs 
Highlights: Sunday, 

2030-2130hrs

Channel 4 HD 
highlights

Qualifying: Saturday, 
1700-1830hrs

Race: Sunday, 1800-2000hrs 

uropeanLe
Mans Series: 
Monza

Race: Sunday, 1705-2130hrs 
(delayed)

Lundqvist: British F3 favourite

Hamilton leads Formula 1 standings after winning in Azerbaijan

MERCEDES, FERRARI 
AND RED BULL  
BATTLE FOR 
BARCELONA VICTORY

JUNIOR
RACING
I  CRISIS?

European Le Mans at Monza




















