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4chan is hands-down one of the most interesting and influential websites ever created. It
functions as the wellspring of modern internet culture; the ultimate source for most the
Internet's memes. It also works as a beacon of anonymity and honest (but not to goodness
discussion in a world that is ever more socially invasive.

The site influenced a new generation of major Internet figures and coders, continues to birth
to memes that are now common staples on most major websites and even common speech
and cultivated a flock of loosely organized people led only by a common goal, known as

Anonymous.

This Chronicle is designed to create a serious, well sourced history book about this

ephermeral community. As of now, it includes a summary of the site's history down to it's
foundation in October 1, 2003 and an extensive 4chan Timeline.




Ages of 4chan

4chan's history can be divided into concurrent eras, like that of Japanese history. Each era was dominated by different
immigrant groups from other websites, ranging from old Internet communities such as Something Awful and "sister" sites like
YTMIND to Net Neutrality, anti-censorship activists and casual, Internet-oblivious Facebook users.

Mind that the names of each age, while named considering the perceived posting quality of the era, is highly relative, and to
some, the time period might not add up at all with the name.

Prehistory (1996-2003) - 4chan, in a way, was the result of Japanese Internet Culture and the Western
Internet colliding. The background of the world that 4chan was started in, and was influenced by, was
dominated by two closely related, extremely influencing sites on Japan and a handful of highly hostile,
creative and retroactive American forums.

Genesis (Oct 1 2003 - Jun 20 2004) - 4chan is founded, borne out of #raspberryheaven, bringing the
unique experience of anonymous imageboards to the English language world. It instantly finds
supporters in Something Awful's ADTRW board. 4chan inherits its traditions, and initial memes from
2channel, Something Awful, and the rest of the Internet and creates a powerful meme-based culture
that stands out from the crowd, slowly surpassing it's predecessor.

The Golden Age (Aug 2004 - Aug 2006) - The classic 4chan years. All the content considered
foundational and classic was created during these years, 4channers had a very absurd approach towards
things, which culminated in highly creative and silly content. While most of the original content has been
forgotten by now, it remains the quintessence of everything 4chan. The Golden Age waned as /b/ began
to grow in size disproportionately and became uncontrollable.

/b/ day (Aug 2006) - 4chan's growing popularity comes with massive social change caused by
problematic subcultures, a new raid mentality, and romanticism for an idyllic depiction of /b/. These
tensions culminate in the /b/day, a massive revolt by /b/tards cause by moot's enforcement of rules
on /b/, culminating in /b/'s userbase splintering into many minor sites.

The Shithole of The Internet (Sept 2006 - Jul 2007) - The growing size of the imageboard
populations made 4chan culture spread to every corner of the Internet. These memes are quickly
assimilated by the rising giants of the Internet like Youtube and MySpace, inspiring interest in the
website that started it all. Reception is mixed: 4chan becomes the focal site of the Internet, but at the
cost of having it's memes monetized and mangled through cultural appropriation by outsiders.



Population sharply increases, and so does the amount of interesting events from the era. This culminates
in what is now known as 4chan's Eternal September: The Newfag Summer.

The Dark Age (Aug 2007 - Aug 2009) - The onset of the newfag summer was but the culmination of
several growing pains 4chan was going through since it's foundation. It's generally regarded by
4channers to be the worst years of 4chan, specially 2008, when posting quality plummeted and moot
was deep in debt. When Scientology takes down a ridiculous training video posted to Youtube, 4chan
fights back in full force as Anonymous in Project Chanology. The attacks attain media attention and a new
flock of users, interested in activism, arrive to the site. On an unprecedented course of action, /b/tards
change tactics and turns from DDoSing and spamming into a full blown protest. What happened in
Chanology would be a glimpse of the future role anonymous would have on the Internet, that of
hacktivism. Some months after the protests died down, a video of a strangely tantalizing teenager
appears on the web, dividing /b/'s population into two sides, one crowning her as their Queen and the
other wanting nothing to be with her.

The Silver Age (Sept 2009 - Jun 2011) - The population of 4chan mellows out in aggressively but not
in interventionism. The would devise many pranks and small hacks all around the Internet, including
getting moot named as Time's Person of the Year on 2009 and raiding Jessi Slaughter and getting her to
go to Good Morning America!

Meme Faces - The Second Newfag Summer (Late 2011 - Early 2012) - The Internet as a whole
began to enter a new era, one where everyone is connected and constantly exposed to it. Internet
culture, no longer a thing for a bunch of kids that spend too much time at home in their computers,
became exposed to the masses and became massively popular. The golden age for content agreggators,
the extreme commercialization of Internet - and 4chan's - culture led to a massive loss in content quality,
no longer produced only at 4chan, and a complete outrage on the eyes of 4channers. With the Internet
as a whole changing structure, seeing a revitalized use by companies and the government. These where
crucial years where it's changes would change the face of the Internet for all.

The Reactionary Era (2012 - 2014) With the Internet in the mainstream, 4chan saw its population
change to a more relaxed people who preferred discussion and in house content rather than stepping in
the toes of other websites. The change brought it's negative points, with people in general becoming
much more sensible and incapable of ignoring things they didn't like - A completely radical attitude
compared to the live and let live approach the Netizens have used since the early 90s. One of the
greatest points of this age if perhaps the sheer amount of content created by 4channers.



2014 Tumblr/4chan Raids

The Chanpocalypse (2014 - Present) - A series of crippling scandals rocks 4chan, and the rest
of the internet; forcing public and legal pressure against 4chan mods; from the general public, the media,
the FBI, even it's own anons. Will the mods be forced to declaw 4chan? Will anons fight to move
elsewhere, once again? It's a major turning point in the great 4chan Chronicle.

Gamergate - Zoe Quinn's shocking scandals (involving Five Guys in the video game
industry) rocks the internet; with 4chan and Reddit falsely accused of attacking her. The scandal
has severe implications on the video game journalism industry, and even reveals a troubling
insight into the power of forum moderators as gatekeepers of information. In response to
accusations of raiding Zoe Quinn; 4chan’s /v/ and /pol/, along with other websites (yes, le
Reddit) launched a united front to protest the scandal, in a unique new way. Extremely
destructive conflicts between extremists on both sides tear the gaming community apart.

The Fappening - Some unknown, edgy hacker got ahold of nude photos of American
Celebrity Jennifer Lawrence. Instead of keeping the illegal treasure to himself like any sane
fapper would, he decided to post it to an anonymous, popular, public forum for the lulz;
4chan's /b/. As a result, the yellow journalist media starts shit-flinging against 4chan, and the site
gets flooded with new lurkers; WebMDs, alleged JLaw advisors, and looky-loo fappers (who will
find nothing but gore pics).

The Crackdown - During these two crises, anons begin to accuse 4chan mods of
censoring the Gamergate threads. Wild conspiracy rumors spread, but after the JLaw Shitstorm,
Moot makes a public announcement sticky on /v/ that they will begin to enforce the historic
2006 /b/-day "Martial Law" policy of NO RAIDS, and NO PERSONAL INFO. Shitstorms ensue.
Anons resolve to move to 8chan and 4chen. But just like Americans threatening to move to
Canada, talk is cheap; and a massive wave of new immigrants (brought in by media attention)
flood the boards to replace them.



Pre-History

1995 - A man named Masayuki Shiba creates a home party (Dedicated host website from Internet
Service providers that you accessed via phone-line) on provider Nifty-Serve called Ayashii World (Ayashii
Warudo - % LLVDJ—JLF - Strange World), dedicated to a popular Japanese underground game called

Kasumigaseki, a game based on the Tokyo Subway Sarin gas attack. He closes it soon after.

Aug 21, 1996 - Masayuki Shiba recreates Ayashii World in the form of a BBS, inspired by a previous BBS
called Japan Lolita Complex Graphics, run by Pedo Koushaku (Duke Pedo) that did not run on Nifty-
Serve’s Posoko-Tsushin service but instead was hosted on the Internet through a variety of free web
services. With the intention of sharing CP and discussing technology and warez, Ayashii World was

entirely dedicated to Japanese Geek culture.

Nov 30, 1996 - The first underground web portal called A Door to an Underground (1 ~3& A [, Chikadou
Iriguchi), dedicated exclusively to cracking, hacking and technology, died. Its user flocked to Ayashii

World, and the discussion topics shifted from CP to less morally upsetting things.

Dec 23, 1996 - Digital Eden, Ayashii World’s anonymous BBS provider closes and Shiba adopts

Kenjinkai.

Dec 26, 1996 - Eventually, the shift in the populace led Shiba to divide Ayashii into two BBS, one called
97 for popular topics and another called 2000, for hacking and technology. 2000 would later become the
Gesu (scum) board, where the Japanese Internet would see the birth of its raid culture. Gesus carried on

invasions, mass trolling and hacking.

March 1997 - Strife between Ayashii and 2000 about BBS host changes would lead the users of 2000 to
create the Guess BBS, which signaled the birth of the legendary Japanese cracking/hacking group
Guess. There a group of the same name discussed and conducted website hackings and invasions. By
this time, many similar anonymous BBSes are formed, collectively called Nanashii Warudo (Nameless
World), they develop a culture based on memes. Ayashii World functions as the hubsite of the Nanashii
World in a similar way to how 4chan would later function as the hubsite of Anonymous. AW's popularity

increases exponentially.



March 26, 1997 — Kenjinkai shuts down, some claim Ayashii had something to be with it. Ayashii
proceeds to use its own servers. By this point, Ayashii World becomes a household name and many other

sites are created under its name.

Aug 5, 1997 — Mr. Amezou starts Amezou BBS, at the time, a normal anonymous 1995 - A man named
Masayuki Shiba creates a home party (Dedicated host website from Internet Service providers that you
accessed via phone-line) on provider Nifty-Serve called Ayashii World (Ayashii Warudo - LWL\ D—)L K
- Strange World), dedicated to a popular Japanese underground game called Kasumigaseki, a game
based on the Tokyo Subway Sarin gas attack. He closes it soon after. Aug 21, 1996 - Masayuki Shiba
recreates Ayashii World in the form of a BBS, inspired by a previous BBS called Japan Lolita Complex
Graphics, run by Pedo Koushaku (Duke Pedo) that did not run on Nifty-Serve’s Posoko-Tsushin service
but instead was hosted on the Internet through a variety of free web services. With the intention of
sharing CP and discussing technology and warez, Ayashii World was entirely dedicated to Japanese
Geek culture. Nov 30, 1996 - The first underground web portal called A Door to an Underground (it 7 i&
A A, Chikadou Iriguchi), dedicated exclusively to cracking, hacking and technology, died. Its user flocked
to Ayashii World, and the discussion topics shifted from CP to less morally upsetting things. Dec 23, 1996
- Digital Eden, Ayashii World’s anonymous BBS provider closes and Shiba adopts Kenjinkai. Dec 26,
1996 - Eventually, the shift in the populace led Shiba to divide Ayashii into two BBS, one called 97 for
popular topics and another called 2000, for hacking and technology. 2000 would later become the Gesu
(scum) board, where the Japanese Internet would see the birth of its raid culture. Gesus carried on
invasions, mass trolling and hacking. March 1997 - Strife between Ayashii and 2000 about BSS host
changes would lead the users of 2000 to create the Guess BBS, which signaled the birth of the legendary
Japanese cracking/hacking group Guess. There a group of the same name discussed and conducted
website hackings and invasions. By this time, many similar anonymous BBSes are formed, collectively
called Nanashi Warudo (Nameless World), they develop a culture based on memes. Ayashii World
functions as the hubsite of the Nanashi World in a similar way to how 4chan would later function as the
hubsite of Anonymous. AW's popularity increases exponentially. March 26, 1997 — Kenjinkai shuts down,
some claim Ayashii had something to be with it. Ayashii proceeds to use its own servers. By this point,
Ayashii World becomes a household name and many other sites are created under its name. Aug 5, 1997

— Mr. Amezou starts Amezou BBS, at the time, a normal anonymous BSS. BSS.

Aug 1997 — The first imageboard, Licentious Notice Board, is created by Mr. Fujinami. Its userbase
exceeds at image collages and the site becomes a fad on the Japanese Internet. However LNB is short

lived and no new imageboards are created due to a split between its userbase.


https://github.com/bibanon/bibanon/wiki/Amezou-BBS

Mar 1998 - Ayashii World enters a war with Guess BBS, due to Guess sysop Mr. Alice creating an auto-

posting script and using it to spam Ayashii.

Apr 1998 — Despite Shiba’s attempts at stopping his enraged users, Ayashii Worlders overdo it and dox
Guess’s administrator, manipulating a RL picture of him. The threat of lawsuit gets Shiba to shut the site

down.

Apr 24, 1998 — Shiba recreates Ayashii as Ayashii World Main BBS. The Ayashii World sites would grow
exponentially, as the Japanese become more accepting of the Internet, and things become more chaotic.
Sept 3, 1998 — Shiba abruptly brings Ayashii World to an end, citing in his final posts that the site has

grown too hostile to contain.

Sept 6, 1998 - The Ayashii World is left core-less and in disarray. They need a replacement. They get
their replacement with Amezo, the First Channel, ran by Amezou-shi. It starts off as a small BBS and a
bunch of links to alternative BBSes for wayward Ayashii Worlders, but it changes it's posting system from
a pile-up BSS form to floating thread BBS, dependent on bumping and saging. Its popularity increases

exponentially and it soon one of the main BBSs.

Sept 20, 1998 — Shiba announces he will be quitting the Ayashii World for good and leaves, with many

sister sites to Ayashii closing their doors soon after.

Sept 29, 1998 — Shiba founds Magmania, one of the first Japanese personal review sites, a new start
from scratch after Ayashii. However Mr. Alice, still angered at being doxed and ridiculed, pressures him
declaring an official apology on the BBS and via phone. This would lead to Shiba to quit the Internet for

good. Mr. Alice would continue to raid anyone who defending Shiba.

Dec 7, 1998 — Continued pressure from Alice made Shiba request to all Ayashii Worlders to stop using
the Ayashii World suffix. Reluctantly, most Ayashii BBSs complied. Those who didn't would be constantly
harassed by spammers and hackers. Alice has never admitting committing any kind of pressure towards

Shiba, though the evidence was blatant. Mr. Alice becomes the equivalent of the devil to Ayashii Worlders

Jan 24, 1998 — The Ayashii World sites are reduced to one: Honten. Honten removes the tag after
announcing that Alice had gotten hold of their password and access codes. Soon after that Hoten users
created AyashiiWorld#REBIRTH. REBIRTH endures several DDoSs and raids, but eventually manages to
surpass Honten in size, mainly thanks to an ads campaign and the introduction of anime logo, which

attracted several Otakus, previously shunned by Shiba and the userbase.



Apr 14, 1999 — REBIRTH’s admin turns out to be a tyrant, so many Ayashii Worlders flock

to AvashiiWorld@familie. Its administrator, Mr. Kuhuza, allegedly a well-spoken female, was deemed

“moe” by the userbase.

Apr 29, 1999 — REBIRTH closes. While it was a very important BBS to the Ayashii World, it came to a
miserable end. This would be the last BBS whose influence would have any impact on the culture 2ch
and 2chan would come to have. Rifts between Shiba fundamentalists and the other Ayashii Worlders

would continue for a while.

May 30, 1999 - Mr. Hiroyuki (U Akp=E- Hiroyuki Nishimura) creates 2channel (2 5+ A12% — Ni Channeru
- The Second Channel). It used code based on the first, with enough servers this time to handle the
exponential growth. Due to Hiroyuki's desire to create a more general discussion oriented userbase, 2ch
attracts a sizable population of Otakus, and begins to separate from the Nanashii World. Even though
Hiroyuki had FOX % and an army of janitor, threads were pretty much unmoderated and trolling ran
rampant. Due to the differences between userbases, Ayashii Worlders, which remain mainly geeks regard

2channelers with animosity. Meanwhile, on the western hemisphere, Lowtax creates Something Awful.

Oct 10, 1999 — Amezo BBS shuts down due to vandalism. It being one of the very few floating thread
BBS, many users try to keep the system alive by creating other sites, but they eventually flock to 2ch.
Later, Hiroyuki admits having raided Amezo persistently. Amezo, angry and jealous at 2ch, allies with Mr.
Kazuhiko Nishi, founder of ASCII Corporation against 2ch, creating 1ch.tv. However it was not successful,
as posting standards where strict and they would later charge a fee to post. There were also rumours that

the Yakuza threatened Amezo RL. There’s a general rift between Ayashii Worlders and 2ch users.

Oct 2000 — Conflicts between 2ch and the Ayashii World reach their boiling point when both sites plan for
mass raid campaigns. It is revealed at an AyashiiWorld@REMIX thread, 2ch Wipe Out (2ch $#k3%), that
2ch users used Ayashii World uploaders without permission, stole Ayashii Memes and claimed them as
their own and made threads about trolling Ayashii World, including The First Experience of Ayashii World,
an untouchable sanctuary amongst Ayashii Worlders. Ayashii Worlders used a Phaser Script based on
Perlduke Script in order to bring down 2ch. Hiroyuki, realizing how much he fucked up, appeared that the
same thread and apologized. The raids and trolling slowly went down, but the animosity between Ayashii
World and 2ch already turned into hate, and it was now taboo to speak about 2ch on Ayashii World sites.

Currently, Ayashii Worlders and 2ch don’t hate each other anymore, but some friendly rivalry still exists.


https://github.com/bibanon/bibanon/wiki/Something-Awful
https://github.com/bibanon/bibanon/wiki/2channel
mailto:AyashiiWorld@familie

Oct 16 2000 — Hiroyuki appears at Ayashii World Il, panic ensues, and Mr. AGSstar comes to speak to
him. Betraying most Ayashii Worlders’ expectations, AGS treats Hiroyuki with respect, disassociated
himself from the incident and even told him how to restrict IP addresses, regarded as a coward’s move by

most of the userbase, since AGS badmouthed 2ch constantly.

April/May 2001 - Lowtax creates the ADTRW (Anime Death Tentacle Rape Whorehouse) board on
Something Awful.

Aug, 30, 2001 - 2ch is in danger of dying, so a backup forum is created, called Futaba or2chan (two-
leaves). Futaba creates a board called /b/, for random content. The site supports images and develops a

unique culture all its own, growing out of the seed culture brought by the 2channelers.

2002 - ADTRW creates Raspberry Heaven, a DC++ file sharing hub dedicated to anime, named after the
ending of Azumanga Daioh. Raspberry Heaven is itself a spin-off of SADCHUB (The Something Awful
Direct Connect Hub), hub created to separate anime from the rest of SA’s topics. Raspberry Heaven had
an IRC, #rapsberryheaven, originally hosted at MircX and later Pyoko IRC. There, a 14 years old moot
and several ADTRW members were regulars. Users of Raspberry Heaven would discover Futaba, and for
a while interact with the site. Interaction is cut short when a massive Korean raid makes Futaba block all

non-Japanese users.

2003 — The 2chan appreciation thread is created on ADTWR, becoming the gateway between the eastern
Internet culture and western. World2ch is discovered and posted on said thread, gaining a steady influx of

English speaking users.

3 March 2003 - The first English language channel is created: world2ch, made by RIR6, a 16 years old
Japanese. At first, it supported text only. Its userbase consists of a mix of Japanese and English users,
the only time that this happens for any considerable amount of time. The English speakers there are
members of ADTRW, and they are also familiar with Futaba and visit it for its quirks. Later, English users
would convince the owner to make an imageboard. He makes two, officially becoming the first western

imageboards.

September 29 2003 - moot registers 4chan.net, just because it looked like 2chan.net (Futaba Channel)

Originally, his only intention was to own an e-mail address @4chan.net, but he quickly gets thinking.


https://github.com/bibanon/bibanon/wiki/Moot
https://github.com/bibanon/bibanon/wiki/world2ch
https://github.com/bibanon/bibanon/wiki/2chan

The Japanese Internet Culture

On Japan, Internet culture began to form out of people who mostly used the Internet, or Home
Parties (Additional Internet services that you had to pay apart from the phone) circa 1995. The
“underground” Internet, the first sites to leave USENET, was mainly composed by Geeks, technology
enthusiasts and pedophiles . What would become textboard culture and ultimately engulf the entirety of

Japanese Internet culture began with one man: Masayuki Shiba.

Shiba founded a Home Party on 1995 called Ayashii World (Ayashii Warudo - & UL\D—JLF),
via provider Nifty-Serve. The site was dedicated to a controversial underground game called
Kasumigaseki, based on the Tokyo Subway attacks. While it was an unrelated, short-lived site, the name
stayed with him. Shiba comes in contact with a site called Japan Lolita Complex Graphics (HAO')1>4'
27497 2) in 1996, dedicated to child pornography and ran by Duke Pedo ("R\&ZE - Pedo Koushaku).

JLCG used a variety of free Internet hosting services and an anonymous BBS. This greatly influences
Shiba, and he recreates Ayashii World as one of the first BBSs on the Japanese Internet, which operated
via anonymous posting and free web services (In this particular case, Mails by Postone, Hosting by
Tripod, anonymous BBS code by Digital Eden. Yes, anonymous culture was literally born out of some
Jap’s desire to post CP). The reason anonymous why services where easily available was due to Japan's
lackluster data protection laws, which meant no one would help you if you got hacked. Therefore sites

where you had to register where not popular as the Japanese were too scared to create accounts.

The original topics of Ayashii World were mainly Lolicon, CP, and Geek culture discussion like
cracking and SJIS Art. People would come to the board to distance themselves from the heavily manners
oriented Japanese society. Ayashii became extremely popular with each passing year, and the eventually
ditched CP as it was becoming more and more controversial, though the topics where still mainly about
Geek culture. Common traits among Ayashii World users would be that the admins of the sites would
begin their name with “Kanrinin-san” (Mr. Admin)”, the main appeal of the sites would be anonymous
discourse — The possibility of not being identified led to a raw, no-holds-barred discussion between the

Nanashiis (Nanashii means nameless and was the default name for posters).


https://github.com/bibanon/bibanon/wiki/SJIS-Art
https://github.com/bibanon/bibanon/wiki/Ayashii-World

The users would come to be fond of absurd humour and visual memes such as the Giko-
Hanyann or Giko-Neko (Giko-Cat), a small SJIS cat with a speech bubble that says “Itte Yoshi”, which
depending on the typing system may mean "Please Leave" or "Please Die". The speech bubble itself also
enabled them to express short sentences.Ayashii World would proceed to become an important center of
the Internet. Further into 1996, one of the first Underground sites, dedicated exclusive to technology and

hacking , A Portal to an Underground (#! ~3& A 0, Chikadou Iriguchi), closed.

The majority of its userbase would flock towards Ayashii. Its users introduced warez and MP3
files to the general net, and the contributed greatly to making Ayashii become a household name in the
Japanese underground, with many “sister” sites adopting the Ayashii World system. The web of similar
sites, some even having the “AyashiiWorld#” as a prefix, would collectively be called the Nameless World
(Nanashii Warudo). Ayashii would change BBS host from Digital Eden to Kenjinkai, which only let them
write one line, and after Kenjinkai drops them, their own code. Important things would happen in Ayashii,
such as hackers posting about their important hacks and later getting arrested or the leaking of the name
of the Sakakibara killer, which would throw the Ayashii World sites into disarray and get many BBSs to

crash or temporarily go offline.

In Ayashii conflict between the old and new userbase began to arise and Shiba decides to divide
the BBS in two, one called 97, for general topics, and another called 2000, for technology. 2000 would
soon become the gesu (Scum) board, because of their habit of planning and participating in forum
invasions, raids and hacking, including popular sites from RL companies. Their attitude would go on
through the years, in a way reminiscent of the raid culture 4channers pertained during the days of 2006
and 2007. The split did not quell the conflict, however, and in late 1996 the users of 2000 would
eventually create their own site called Guess BBS. 2000 would be the birth Japan’s legendary cracking
group, GUESS.

On 1997, the first imageboard, Licentious Notice Board, is created by Mr. Fujinami. Its userbase
exceeds at image collages and comedy and the site becomes a fad on the Japanese Internet. However
LNB is short lived and no new imageboards are created due to a split between its userbase. LNB’s

personality and methods of posting made it in many ways a forgotten precursor of 2chan.


https://github.com/bibanon/bibanon/wiki/Giko-Neko

The end of Ayashii comes from the hands of Mr. Alice, Guess BBS’s administrator. On March
1998 he codes an auto-posting script and uses to ti spam Ayashii. Enraged, the userbase of Ayashii
retaliates and hacks Guess. Despite Shiba’s attempts at stopping them, later during April they leak Alice’s
dox and manipulate images of him. Scared due to the possibility of a lawsuit, something that’s very costly
on 90s Japan, Shiba shuts Ayashii World down. The Ayashii World is left without its core for some weeks,

until it's rebuilt by Shiba as Ayashii World Main BBS (UL \D—2E A1 18TRIR).

Some months later, he abruptly closes the BBSs, tired of the site’s hostility and incapability to
deal with new users. This time, the whole collective of sites is thrown into complete disarray. Many users
flock towards the Ayashii World sister site @an unofficial shelter purpose (@& FAIE/AER), declared the
new main BBS. However, some weeks after Shiba left, Amezo BBS, a small part of the Nanashii World
founded by Mr. Amezou on 1997, implements the floating thread system, dependent on aging (posting to
bump a thread to the top of the list) and saging (posting but not bumping the thread). In contrast to tree
tree pile-up style, where users would see most the recent replies to threads on the front page and reply to
those replies, which made threads hard to follow, the floating thread system was easy to manage and
understand. Amezo BBS quickly rises through the ranks, eventually becoming one of the biggest of the

Ayashii World.

Ayashii World was not dead yet. Shiba creates Magmania, one of the first Japanese personal
review sites. However Mr. Alice is still furious at Shiba and pressures him into apologizing via BBS and
phone. Eventually he succumbs to pressure and requests the Ayashii World sites to stop suing the prefix.
Shiba, humiliated, quits the Internet for good. Most sites reluctantly comply and those who don’t are
raided into submission. By 1999, very few Ayashii sites remains, the biggest among them called Honten,

which is hacked by Alice himself.

However Honten users break off and found AyashiiWorld@REBIRTH. REBIRTH endures several

DDoS and invasions, but eventually manages to surpass Honten in terms of userbase thanks to an ad
campaign and an anime logo. Said logos attracts a considerable population of Otakus, which were
previously looked down upon by Shiba and the Ayashii Worlders. REBIRTH’s admin turned out to be a

tyrant and many Ayashii Worlders moved to AyashiiWorld@familie.



mailto:AyashiiWorld@familie
mailto:AyashiiWorld@REBIRTH
https://github.com/bibanon/bibanon/wiki/Amezo-BBS

By this time, ASCII/SJIS art was greatly influenced by @unemployed (@ #ZE#), whose “Ayashii
taste” ASCII edits, that took a much simpler approach, deforming images in comic forms, became the
main way to create ASCII in the Ayashii World (The other way, which eventually ended up in 2chan, was
more serious and tried to translate images to ASCII instead of deforming them). This would be all the

contributions the collective would give to 2ch’s culture.

The same year, Hiroyuki Nishimura, copying Amezo, creates 2channel (2 5% A 125 —Ni
Channeru - The Second Channel, in honour to Amezo being the first), abbreviated as 2ch. 2ch’s
population would retain many cultural trends of Ayashii World, but it would gradually see an increase of
Otakus in their userbase. Otakus were still mainly shunned in Japan, and Shiba and his users were not
an exception. An animosity between both userbases begins to rise. Amezo eventually dies due to

vandalism, and it’s later revealed that Hiroyuki was heavily involved in spamming Amezo.

Mr. Amezo tries to compete with 2ch by founding 1ch.tv, but strict posting standards and the later
introduction of a fee for posting made the site unpopular. 2ch would create a peculiar board, /news4vip/ -
News for VIP. An equivalent to 4chan's /b/, VIPPERs would form a very distinct culture, fond of absurdity
and SJIS art. Hiroyuki would have a second that usually patrolled /vip/, Nakao Yoshihiro (handle name

'Night Shift %' and 'FOX %'). His personality itself would eventually grow to become a meme within 2ch.

2ch would come to antagonize Ayashii World in many ways. Trolling, spamming, claiming Ayashii
memes as their own and using Ayashii services without permission. Animosity would explode into hate
when a thread popped up in Ayashii REMIX detailing all the attacks. Ayashii Worlders would script spam
2ch until it crashed. Hiroyuki personally apologize to them in the thread, and later at the main site Ayashii
World Il. However trolling between both sites would keep on for years, a common insult from Ayashii

Worlders to Nichanners would be “Tantsubo' (#&3&).

By 2001, 2ch, 2ch began to fall apart as data transformation bugs threatened to render the entire
website unusable. Users began to warn of the coming apocalypse while volunteers from across Japan
worked to find a solution. On August, its users make a backup BBS:2chan (Futaba Channel - 3/ (E(
)% 5w A5 - Futaba Channeru). 2chan, however, wasn't just a clone site. It implemented a
handcrafted imageboard code called Futaba. For a while, 2chan would serve as the alternative hub for

nichanners whenever 2ch crashed, but eventually it formed its own distinct culture and drifted apart.
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2chan was not the first imageboard, however imageboards were a pretty rare thing, and many
similarities can be drawn between older imageboards and 2chan. 2chan and 2ch would come to greatly
surpass the Ayashii Collective in terms of sheer population, 2ch would become a national phenomenon,
with over 10 million users per month and several hundred boards, even influencing the RL with tales like
that of the Densha Otoko, which eventually got made into movie. While 2ch diversified, 2chan remained

Otaku-centered.

The Western Internet

The western side of the story is shorter. While we can trace back Internet culture to MUD BBSs
back in the 80s, those directly responsible for what would become 4chan came to be on 1999

with Lowtax founding Something Awful. Under the slogan of "The Internet makes you stupid.", Something

Awful, as the name suggests, was a site dedicated to parodying and writing about all the bad and ugly
things the Internet had to show. Lowtax and friends would make comedic posts around particular themes
in the front page and had a personal forum for discussion of various topics. Sometimes they would

organize contests, mainly about photoshooping pictures.

Lowtax also charged an entry fee of 10 dollars — 10 bux, as it’s colloquially known. However since
sites like SA were few and far between, and its ranks filled quickly. SA formed a culture around elitism
and a reputation for trolling and drama (As much as they hate to admit it), gathering a skilled userbase of
Photoshop wizards, coders and musicians and excessively ban happy mods, becoming a major source of
Internet culture and popularizing such lasting influences like the image macro, the demotivational poster,

Numa Numa, and All Your Base are Belong to Us).

Peers and contemporaries with legendary trolls such as GameFAQs' LUE forums and theGNAA,

whenever someone badmouthed the site one could expect an horde of goons to descend upon it, usually
spamming it and tricking the site’s users into clicking the Last Measure, a weaponized website that locked
the user’s browser and spammed the phrase “HEY EVERYONE, 'M LOOKING AT GAY PORNO!". The
aggressively is very reminiscent of the way Ayashii Worlders dealt with each other, however, the

similarities end only with both sides' penchant for trolling.
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Sometime between 18th April 2001 and 15th May 2001, Lowtax creates a sub forum
called ADTRW, Anime Death Tentacle Rape Whorehouse, dedicated as the name suggests to anime and
the Otaku fandom. ADTRW would develop its own jokes and culture, mainly a distinct hate for the sillier
aspects of the fandom (The KAWAII DESU NEE, neko ears-wearing, awkward Otakus), acting like such
being ground enough to be banned from the forums. On 2002 ADTRW would create a DC++ FTP
called Raspberry Heaven, separating itself from SA’s general FTP SADCHUB (Something Awful Direct

Connect Hub). The name is derived from Azumanga Daioh’s ending song. The FTP would have its own
linked IRC hosted on MircX and later Pyoko IRC. By this time moot was already a member of both and

could be seen on ADTRW and the IRC.

By 2003, the Otakus of SA would discover 2chan, completely perplexed by the content filled, fast
moving anonymous site. On ADTRW a 2chan appreciation thread would be created, and
#raspberryheaven would come to be filled with 2chan links. Users interacted in a limited with the site, as
much as their limited knowledge of Japanese let them. However, 2chan recently got in conflicts with
Korean communities, and they organized a massive raid. In order to protect itself, 2chan blocks all non-
Japanese IPs, cutting ADTRW short from posting. To this they the Japanese only restriction still stands

today, and given Japanese nationalism, it won’t be lifted anytime soon.

On March 2003, a Japanese teenager called RIR6 (Taichirou Kosugi) founds world2ch, a
textboard hosted on US servers, with the aim of making a multi-language site for users of English and
Japanese speakers. While the project became well-known on 2ch itself, the anonymous textboard format
never really appealed to Westerners, due to the general preference of vanity over content on
conventional forums. Additionally, westerners were used to the accounts and one-click smileys of
conventional forums. Few saw the point of making time-consuming Shift-JIS art that was unable to view
with the common ASCII encoding. Still, the board was a groundbreaking first in the export of the
2channel-style anonymous BBS. It's discovered by goons and other English speakers, and for a while
posting between the two languages flourished. Many later influential names started out or at least passed

by this site.
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RIR6 had a rather basic understanding of English, and communication between the English
speakers and the Japanese was very poor, but they managed. World2ch would have its own little culture
between both worlds, importing 2ch memes like Giko-Neko and other SJIS. One particular meme stands
above all: A crazed, engrish talking Japanese called Golgomois would come to the site demanding the
Americans to remove their bases from Okinawa. The Americans in the site would come to outnumber the
Japanese. They managed to convince RIR6 to open an imageboard and make various fixes. He makes
two, these would be effectively the first western imageboards, and rather, the first western populated

ones.

Ultimately, after 4chan was founded, RIR®6 lost interest and botched several fixes, making the site
unnavigable, and eventually closed it on 2006. The userbase, most of its members already browsing both

world2ch and 4chan, would flock to the latter.

These would be all the sites and communities that had a hand in the creation of 4chan proper.
Eventually, by the end of September, moot jokingly registers 4chan.net, in order to have a personal email

(Especially since pant.su was beyond his reach). Jokes aside, he gets to thinking.

4chan Genesis

<moot> regging 4CHAN.net
<moot> FOUR CHAN
<moot> brace for faggotry

4chan is founded in October 1, 2003 by moot, a 15 years old user of the DC++ hub Raspberry

Heaven and Something Awful’s ADTRW forum, as an English-language version of 2chan, Futaba_
Channel. Moot copies the 2chan's source code, Futaba, and manages to translate it. The site introduces
a simple and free method of communication that Something Awful users have always dreamed of. It soon
becomes wildly popular as a new home for banned ADTRW refugees and #RaspberryHeaven goons,

who in turn spread word across the Internet.
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4chan links quickly replace Futaba Channel andworld2ch links on ADTRW, even reaching Futaba
itself. This occurs at the same time when Lowtax begins to crack down on several undesirables on SA,
including furries, Lolicon fans and others, effectively creating a Soviet-style police state of extremely
arbitrary rules which cost users their precious $10 bux. Thanks to that, 4chan quickly rose beyond the

tired, old site.

<Negi-Sensei> What is the difference between 4chan and 2chan?
<n0> 2

<Lost Technology> 4chan is twice as good.

<moot> its TWO TIMES THE CHAN MOTHERFUCK

<Lost Technology> Did someone seriously register 4chan?

<n0> Time for 8chan.

Many users from Something Awful used 4chan to vent their frustration with the site. After years of

being on sites like SA, GameFAQs or Newgrounds, which had a very restrictive moderation in terms of

allowed content and expression, the nearly complete freedom of 4chan was a breath of fresh air. It led the
young 4channers to post all manners of things, like ironically pretending to be 13 years old Otakus

(Something that would get you banned on ADTRW, even if it was ironic).

The most problematic content being Lolicon and guro. By day one, /b/ was already filled to the
brim with such. moot didn't like the idea of having forty years old pedophiles posting loli all over the site,
so he quickly declared /b/ the “retard bin” and a temporal board. He created /I/ - lolikon and /g/ - guro to
redirect them somewhere else. Those boards would later give him a lot of problems regarding hosting,
and would end up on a separate site called not4chan, hosted by a friend of moot, ultimately

disassociating from 4chan.

4chan drew many of its initial users from Raspberry Heaven and Something Awful's ADTRW
board, and later from world2ch users. Early 4chan thus inherited a lot of Something Awful’'s humour and
memes, like image macros and demotivational posters. The original 4chan staff and moderators were
drawn from ADTRW. The spinning head title image is an Australian ADTRW member called Roobar. The
"Dot net fo'shizzle!" title image is by ADTRW poster Rick_Feynman, who coined the term "ZOMG!"
(Pronounced "Zoh my god!") in an ICQ conversation with fellow SA goon Hannibal; although they admit

the term was used before then, it wasn't widely used until popularized by Something Awful and 4chan.
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The cultural elements 4chan drew from SA and 2chan — Ironic silliness from ADTRW,
aggressiveness from EYAD and absurd Japanese jokes from 2chan and world2ch would prove to be a
very attractive mix to people bored with normal manners. During its first years 4chan would be defined as
a place where people came to express themselves, to say things for which they would be ridiculed or
shunned on if done in real life — Black comedy, silly attitudes and racist jokes solidified 4chan's reputation

a place where people could be both silly and hostile, good and evil.

The news of 4chan's founding fired up much of world2ch, who felt they were stealing their
thunder. They quickly began to protest and make some petty attempts at raiding, but a personal visit from
moot quickly calmed down the situation, ending it with some friendly advice from both sides. Thus endeth
the first western chan war. The massive popularity of 4chan quickly becomes taxing, there are many

errors in 4chan's coding and moot barely knew what half of it meant.

Their first host dropping them would be due to a bug that made users load thumbnails as if they
were full sized images, effectively increasing bandwidth to enormous levels. Many ADTRW and world2ch
members offer a helping hand, fixing code or explaining concepts. Shii, [NPH], hova and thatdog helped
tweaking the source code a little, and thatdog eventually releases Futallaby, which would become 4chan's
first source code. Due to the enormous bandwidth costs, moot just barely manages to keep the site alive,

through ads or donations.

The controversial content becomes a major point of contention, forcing 4chan out of hosting at
least 3 times. The majority of the anime boards take shape during this time, and the first tenets of 4chan
culture are created under influence by ADTRW, FYAD , world2ch and 2chan. During a particularly hard
time thanks to the owner of HentaiKey convincing PayPal to close moot’s account, effectively suspending

him of donation money, he decided he had enough of 4chan and shuts it down, killing it for a long time.
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The Golden Age of 4chan

(Aug 2004 — Sept 2005)

On August 7, moot gathers a group of friends and contributors and starts 4chan again. Though
not excellent, there was an increased efficiency when it came to moderation and scripting,
commandeered by Team4chan. In a reactionary move towards the rise of 4chan, Lowtax makes
mentioning the site a bannable offense, whilst simultaneously engaging in a crusade towards anything

resembling pedophilia, such as anime girls.

The increasing oppression coming from the moderators creates a constant flow of banned users
fleeing to 4chan. It's free and anonymous posting, lenient moderation, and SA-influenced culture proves
to be an appealing alternative to users upset with the admin's meltdown, like Colonial America for
disinherited Englishmen. Once Moot grows up to legally visit his own site, (he is 16 at this point), he
slowly opens up to the 4chan community. There’s a noticeable rise in popularity and new users who
posted without being aware of the fads and inside jokes, which thanks to SA’s inherited FYAD culture,

was responded with shouts of “lurk more” or newfag .

4chan's culture begins to stabilize at this point, as a world of hatred, anonymity, truth in opinion,
and trolling. According to a poll, which some claimed was fake, the age median drops from colleague age,
to high-school freshman, this did not mean, however, that the presence of underage anons was unheard
of. It is an interesting counterexample to the rise of social media occurring at the same time. Some of the
original users begin to thin out as they lost interest, but are just as quickly replaced by SA refugees and

immigrants from sites like YTMND, Fark, and to the disgrace of many 4channers, Gaia Online.

4chan becomes a fast changing society beginning to carve out its own culture and place in the
world. The stereotype of a middle class teenagers with few friends and an interest on the Internet whose
daily life didn't excite them enough begins to characterize 4chan's population. Bored even from the basic
Internet and its drama and gore, they flocked in looking for the obscene, the bizarre and the
transgressive, the silly and absurd, the self-referencing in-jokes and crazy ramblings. The lack of
registration process felt truly innovative and funny, so they began to see just how far they can go in that

direction.


https://github.com/bibanon/bibanon/wiki/Fark
https://github.com/bibanon/bibanon/wiki/YTMND
https://github.com/bibanon/bibanon/wiki/Moot

This could be safely considered the best period for 4chan. /b/ was not as massive as it is today
and was comparable, in terms of traffic, with the rest of the site. All boards enjoyed a degree of content
and an active and present moderation . Many users had decent Photoshop abilities, inherited from the
highly-skilled SA goons, and most of the classic memes and events took form during this period. Anyone

could make a thread, bookmark it, and come back the next day to see it was still there.

Memes where created in a structured way, someone would make a simple, usually silly joke, and
the /b/tards would make dozen of variant images and jokes. Discussion tended to range from civilized,
concise posts (While serious debate happens all the time, actual, calm discussion of a topic is something

rarely seen on modern days) to ridiculous ALL CAPS sentences.

The Golden Age of /b/

(Oct 2005 — Aug 22 2006)

4chan's momentous golden age begins to end with moot's dismissal of admin and

moderators W.T. Snacks and Shii, and the rise of the underaged Allyson to mod status. This is seen by

many anons as a harbinger of impending doom. And doom seemed imminent for all; with increasing

immigration, /b/ had begun to experience sharp cultural changes that left long time users bewildered and
newfags unassimilated. It began to take more and more spotlight from the rest of the boards, surpassing
them in traffic, userbase and content until the majority of the site browsed /b/ alone. lts traffic doubled its

follow up boards, a trend that would continue until the end of the decade.

During this era, the inexperienced 4chan community gets it first take at Internet warfare in the
coalition attack against EbaumsWorld for its plagiarism and malicious tendencies . Although it was a fairly
reactive community, the EbaumsWorld raid gave birth to a sort of organized raid culture, with raids soon
becoming commonplace on /b/. Later, in the community, a /b/tard made a thread telling how he was

banned from the forum Bibliocality.com, a hardcore Christian forum.

Some /b/tards though it would be funny to flood the forum, and the idea took on. Soon Bibliocality
was nothing but spam and insults, with infamous tripfag Soviet Russia leading the charge. The Admin
overreacted and locked down the forums, and the site eventually died. The thread was popular enough to
merit the birth of a tradition that would be performed with bolder and bolder antics with each passing

month.


https://github.com/bibanon/bibanon/wiki/Shii
https://github.com/bibanon/bibanon/wiki/W.T.-Snacks

Such attacks culminated in a massive, quasi-coordinated raid to Habbo hotel, known as The
Great Habbo Hotel Invasion of July 2006, giving birth to the Nigra meme, a common afro and suit attire
that /b/tards and related 4channers would try to use when playing online games. School shooting plans
and stadium bombings are posted thanks to the sense of anonymity, as in such a particular event, an
user was arrested once his post was reported to the police, the ensuing drama and news reports gave

birth to the “DON'T MESS WITH FOOTBALL” phrase.

The massive increase of threads proportionally increased the rate of thread deletion. Although the
ratio of good to bad content changed little, the sheer magnitude of forgettable, rehashed content (What
we now know as templates and macros) created class conflict between ex-SA “oldfags” and unskilled
newfags. There was a hankering for a romanticized depiction of /b/ as an idyllic place where all content
was original, funny, and fresh. While this belief could not be farther from the truth, the cynical ideal quickly

became a major tenet of 4chan culture .

It was during this period that 4chan and /b/ became known as the assholes of the Internet. /b/
went through major cultural changes: Though at its core it was still about silliness and black comedy, its
aggressiveness began to outshine everything else. /b/ attained an attack dog mentality, seeking prey to
destroy, to do whatever they thought was lulzly at the time. Persecution of amusement at the detriment of

everybody they deemed wanting became the biggest hobby of /b/.

4chan's nominal anonymity begins to attract a bunch of colorful groups to 4chan , such as
Touhou fans, stalkers, guro lovers, pedophiles, and worst of all, Furries . Most of these groups are given
their own boards to keep them out of the other ones, but curiously, Furries have not. A persecution
complex causes them to react badly to criticism, and minor distaste evolves into total hatred that
threatens to destroy the boards. Being so sensible, 4chan decided to do the sane thing and banned

furries since day one. Quoting moot, “furries create drama”.



/b/’s raid culture began to shine around mid-2006. The board began a series of organized raids
against many sites, included but not limited to: Fandom (most notoriously ZeldaUniverse), Christian, Pro-
Ana, and sites for people with disabilities. June saw the total destruction of the Zelda Guide Forums and
Naruto-kun.com. Any camwhores that came to the board’s attention would be trolled to tears. On July /b/
staged the great Habbo raid of July 2006, saturating Habbo Hotel with nigras, black avatars with a two
piece black suit, black shoes and an Afro, because of perceived racism on part of the mods. On august

16 Canadian Tom Green gets raided at his own talk show, which would become a sort of tradition.

With an ever increasing growth, and a series of continuous raids to different people, like the Hal
Turner and Tom Green raids, 4chan ended up with a Fox News coverage (and a minor G4 one) of
Anonymous. With Fox News being Fox News, it was terribly inaccurate and sensationalistic. It coined the
famous terms Hackers on Steroids and Internet Hate Machine, gleefully adopted by /b/, among many

other memes that sprang from it.

On August 22, a splinter group of /b/tards went completely nuts and completely obliterated three
sites from the face of earth, prompting anons to make threads urging /b/ to start a crusade against
faggotry, and /b/ planned its Magnum Opus: A series of detailed, coordinated raids against the entirety of
the furry fandom, including sites like WikiFur, Furaffinity, fchan and various forums. However, the next day

proved to be somewhat different than planned.



4chan The b Day

The golden age of /b/ concluded with the notorious /b/-day: When the 4chan mods decide to
impose much tighter rules, including the banning of jailbait and raids, much cherished traditions of /b/. The
sticky, made by moot himself, it met with nothing short of an outrage. Dissent was an all-time high, even
in the moderation ranks, which led to the thread being deleted, remade and constantly stickied and

unstickied. A number of /b/tards leave 4chan for dead and abandon en masse.

A declaration of independence written by exemplar /b/tard Captain_Cornflake is made that
establishes Anonymous as a separate group with its home anywhere but 4chan. Ultimately, the /b/-day
failed its purpose. At this stage the users of /b/ were too numerous and aggressive to be moderated
properly. When the stickies appeared, they retaliated until 4chan's img server crashed and a plethora and

boards with it.

Banned users and /b/-tards began an exodus, looking for other random boards such as
2ch.ru’s /b/, AnonliB, iiChan or WTFux. The boards that benefited the most where a revived 7chan and a
revitalized 420chan. This event foreshadowed what would become of imageboard culture during the
following years. Ironically, during the following Dark Age, the other chans' diffusion of 4chan memes

around the Internet will only solidify its position as the ultimate center of Internet culture.

Two days later /b/ was back again, but the board was submerged in a state of civil war, banned
anonymous from 7chan script-flooded the board for days, 4chan's /b/-tards retaliating in a similar manner.
The aftermath of the /b/-day was the diversification of *chan culture, with a rise on the number of alternate
image boards, or better said, alternate /b/s, such as 7chan, 12chan, 2ch.ru, 420chan, 888chan, AnoniB,

WTFux, among others.

The idea of independent, low population /b/s became a cultural trend on the imageboard
communities that lasted for many years, having its peak during late 2006 and early 2007. The prohibition
on raids also strengthened the raid mentality of those who were banned. From there on there would be a
presence of the /i/nsurgency as an official group, steering from 7chan's /i/ - Invasion board. However /i/
boards where highly problematic, and 7chan's board would later be deleted. With time, every major

alternative site would house an /i/ board for a while.



4chan The Shithole of The Internet

The /b/-day marked a new stage on the Internet. Having to deal with not one but many iterations
of /b/, the Internet began to consider it one of worst places of its realm. The period between 2006 and
2007 marked rapid change on 4chan, as more and more people explored the site in curiosity. Post speed
increased dramatically and the ways of posting changed. 4channers would no longer speak like little kids
but rather they would shout catchphrases and spam copypasta on every possible occasion. It was also a

time of uncertainty — Anything could happen.

4chan could go down and they would flood 7chan,moot could go nuts and embed and mind
bogglingly awful CSS with epilepsy inducing flashing colours, a mod could begin to ban everyone on the
board and sticky the bans and entire sites got tricked into 4chan pranks. Sometimes 4chan jokes even
got on TV. It was a chaotic times where one could truly feel anything could happen. Hilarious things like
the DSFARGEG bans, the Allyson/BRING BACK SNACKS drama, the infernal rape GET and the great

re/b/oot went and left a memorable mark on the memory of anyone from those times.

On the rest of the site, things were calm and cozy. /b/ haven’t taken the habit of interboard raiding
yet, and things still looked like they were before the /b/-day. /v/ was on its earliest days, where mods
could easily moderate the board and nobody would insult you just for the sake of insulting, /a/ and /m/
where butting heads over the definition of GAR, /co/ was arguing incessantly about the quality of Marvel's
Civil War crossover, /tv/ was not a haven for pedophiles and a newborn /tg/ was producing tons of anime-

esque OC about Warhammer 40k.

The Warring States of Random (Sept 2006 — circa late 2009)

The aftermath of the /b/-day ended with many banned or exiled anonymous looking for a place
where they could retain their old culture. From this point on Imageboard culture would change from being
relatively homogeneous, in the sense that no other alternative chan tried to compete with /b/, to divide

into a series of small, very hostile sites. One of the main attributes what the existence of the /i/ - Invasion
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board. It was housed by many sites during the years, and had many splinter groups such as Partyvan,

ultimately becoming Raidchan.

This period was characterized by a lot of interboard conflict and hacker activity, with many groups
cheerfully DDoSing each other. Mayor players of the day where 7chan; known for being particularly active
and hateful towards 4chan, 420chan; a drug chan, though not as active as 7chan it hosted /i/ for a
while, Raidchan; IRC/Radio group of trolls, AnonTalk; run by Kimmo Alm, spammed the hell out of

everyone. ImageBoards were born due to the /b/-day, such as 2-ch.ru, 888chan and 99chan, etc. or

revived, as was WTFux and 7chan. The only trait in common that most of these boards had was a rotund

hate for 4chan's /b/, which they considered a dead board filled with idiots.

On January 27, 2007, the great chan death of 2007 happened. Already demoralized by the
similar events of November 7, 4chan has a power failure and goes offline, anons scoured the Internet,
looking for a worthy candidate to inherit the crown of the hubsite of Anonymous, but to no avail. Each of
the other major chans were not available. 7chan went offline due to high traffic, 12chan was closed by the
FBI, 420chan was kicked out of hosting, 2-ch.ru died by reasons unknown (Allegedly closed by the
Russian equivalent of the FBI). Many minor sites went down due to the sudden surge of traffic,
sometimes permanently. Though not very consequential, since most of the important sites came back
later, it shined off a single fact: Nothing could replace 4chan's /b/. The dream of the /b/-day, of an
independent Anonymous, slowly faded once the anons realized that there was no suitable substitute for

4chan.

The /i/ board would be a major player on the scene, starting out in 7chan, they would plan various
raids to sites like Stickam and Tom Green’s show. During the Hal Turner raids, where 7chan got a lot of
fame, it was found out that /i/ violated the TOS of the host, so it had to go. 420chan created their own /i/
board and housed the /i/nsurgency for a while. Both sites died, and there was no invasion board for a

while, until they returned.

However this new iteration did not last long, due to protests from a new wave of users, borne out
of Project Chanology achieving mainstream recognition. The new users, denominated protestfags or
moralfags hate the idea of Internet raids because it would demonize Anonymous’s standing in the media.
This culminated with /i/ DDOSing themselves and flooding 420 with cute things like rabbit and otters in

what was denominated the rabbit raid.
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Later the /i/nsurgency would take place in minor chans like Freechan, 69chan, 711chanand
888chan, and IRC networks, such as Lulznet, Raidchan and Partyvan.org. During the Caturday Nap
711chan would enjoy a period of high traffic, and during the Subeta raids 420chan and 711 merged
their /i/s. Months later they would split, with a very weakened 711chan retaining the board. Freechan
would slowly replace the site as HQ of the insurgency, but the site died during October 2008. There won't
be any major boards hosting any /i/ from then on. Ultimately, these sites would die off due to various

problems, with the last remaining /i/ on the net, as of June 2013, being 888chan's.

Many raids and chan wars happened, 2007 saw the BRB, compromised incident, where moot
had his domain account stolen and the Caturday Nap, where Lulznet DDoS'd 4chan, unleashing a chain
reaction that would end with all the mayor sites dead or offline. In 2008 the Chanopocalypse happened,
where Raidchan DDoS'd everyone out of existence, the Subeta raids, where 420 leads the charge to take
back a stolen meme, and many other attacks and problems, such as AT&T blocking 4chan's img server
due to AnonTalk DDOS. The period did not truly end up until late 2009, by that time most of the original
splinter *chans died or diminished, becoming barely active, with 4chan returning as the sole place for

anonymous imageboard culture, which was, however, changing drastically.

The Newfag Summer:(Circa Jul 2007)

During 2007, 4chan's Internet presence reached the point where most Internet culture spawned
from its womb. There wouldn't be a corner of the Internet that hasn't been touched by 4chan, be it in the
form of memes or raids. Following an exponential growth, there was a massive surge of newcomers
during the American summer. This time, quality of content dropped massively, many users came from
notoriously annoying sites such as AnimeZuki and Gaia Online. Even more came in expecting to find a

hacker paradise. The age median lowered, going underage.

Many aspects of 4chan culture, like GETs, completely disintegrated. The Raid culture was
severely distorted from coordinated raids to simple zerg rushes of spam and memes, losing an important
part of their effectiveness. Though there was a considerable amount of high-quality content in a self-
fulfilling cycle, the sheer number of pointless threads, repost and spam made /b/ the equivalent of having

to swim though an ocean of shit, just to find the diamonds that glitter.
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This upheaval of new users led many other *chans to despise /b/ even further, and began to take
precautions to keep them out of their forums, like entering partyhard mode every time /b/ or 4chan was

down, commonly used by 7chan with the infamous partyhard.css and 420 with the rave mode.

Not long before this, increased migration to and from 4chan had pushed its culture memes into
the forefront of Internet fame. Something Awful users emulating 4chan's Caturday sparked Eric
Nakagawa to create | can haz cheezburger, which began, and later monetized, the meme industry
outside of 4chan. On the fledging site Youtube, 4chan users popularized Tay Zonday's Chocolate Rain

and created an adaptation of the Duckroll for video, known as the Rickroll.

The Rickroll would later become the most definitive meme of the era. 4chan trolls spread across
the Internet to cause rage. Newfags come in expecting a hacker playground, and after the Fox News
report on Anonymous, 4chan's /b/ eventually regains a strong raid mentality that the mods have given up

on stopping.

The rise of the meme industry produced unwanted interest in the site that created it all. The social
problems of population growth, mainstream appeal, and problematic subcultures reached its greatest

crescendo during the “newfag summer”, and it's seen by many users as 4chan's Eternal September.
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4chan The Dark Age

Project Chanology (2008 — 2009)

On January 2008, a well-known video of Tom Cruise going crazy on a Scientology training video
was censored on Youtube by the Church of Scientology. A raid thread was immediately posted on
4chan's /b/ detailing the other illegal and immoral acts that the group has pulled off. With near-unanimous
support /b/tards began a massive operation to rid the world of the scourge of Scientology once and for all
through DDoS and protest. The coming events came to be known as Project Chanology, resulting in

major victories over Scientologists.

On January 28, Mark Bunker made a video congratulating anonymous on its fight against
Scientology but suggested them it would be more efficient to stage actual IRL protests. Later known as
the Wise Beard Man, he would come to be the only man on the history of the Internet who actually
managed to control the chaotic monster that was /b/. The use of large IRL protests and mass media
coverage due to these protests brought forth another massive wave of new users to 4chan, even dwarfing
the newfag summer. It is regarded by many to be the time 4chan hit rock bottom, the time where they

began to lose control of the direction they were heading.

As time went on, the initial enthusiasm for the raid wore off, and participants of Project Chanology
realized that 4chan was not the best place for organized assault. There was a moral conflict between the
“new anonymous” — Whose introduction to imageboards began with Chanology, they used a different
dressing method to raid, with IRL protests, donning Guy Fawkes masks and the old anonymous, more
specifically the /i/nsurgents. The former put his cause of action at the possibility of using the Internet for
doing good, protesting other’s intention to raid lolcows and people who didn't entirely deserve it whilst the
latter still held the old values of doing it for the lulz and dubbed anyone who would try to get in their way a

moralfag.
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These people temporarily left 4chan for separate sites, like 711chan, various IRC channels and
Why We Protest. The split established Anonymous as a powerful force for "hacktivism" independent of
4chan. Though still regarded as the Internet Hate Machine, anonymous is seen showing better lights for

the first time.

This period was probably the closest 4chan has ever been to being shut down permanently. The
economic crisis made sure that moot couldn't pay the server bills and put him in debt. There were running
rumors claiming that 4chan had a total of 20000 dollars in debt (Which was later confirmed in a newspost

in 2012, to this day | have no idea how the hell he managed to pay all that).

He also put forth actual pornographic ads, something he absolutely hates, in a desperate move to
alleviate the costs of maintaining 4chan. He grew increasingly disconnected with the site and sometimes
spouted some lines that implied that he hated 4chan, or at least /b/, during those times.By the end of
2008, Project Chanology has long faded with only a few stalwart holdouts and the majority of Anonymous

re-assimilates into 4chan within a few months.

It's generally regarded by the majority of 4chan's population, regardless of year or board of origin,
that 2008 was the worst year 4chan ever went through. The sheer size of /b/ made it collapse on its own
weight various occasions. Most memes of the era failed to take off, all raids were uncoordinated at best
and a complete failure at worst. Everyone on the board was either complaining about Chanology,
demanding that /b/tards get their shit together and do something or blaming everyone else for being the

cancer that was Killing /b/.

The state of the site even affected the moderation — The mods, mostly composed of the old guard
from 2004 and 2005, where in a serious state of apathy, uncaring about trying to solve the problems of
most boards, limiting themselves to deleting illegal content and actively rejecting any and all content
created from /b/ and other boards. It's been known that janitors could be fired for something as trivial as

using a meme the mods didn't like on the janitor IRC.

moot was in serious debt, something he didn't reveal until 2010. Such thing could explain the
reason he stopped making newsposts and his presence on the site diminished greatly. Boards would be
created and be completely forgotten by the mods, like /x/ and /sp/. At the same time /b/ took a nasty habit
of interboard raiding and things only got worse with the constant crashes from /b/’s server. This began to
affect other’s board quality, especially /v/, which would begin a downward spiral into off-topic posting and

underage b& overpopulation.
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The Boxxy Civil War(2009)

On January 7, 2009, a year-old video from a strangely tantalizing teenager named Boxxy came to
the full attention of /b/, which in turn incited a major civil war between lovers and detractors. Normal
users, tired of both sides, took down the entire site in a major DDoS and mods began to ban all Boxxy-
related posts. Not long after a group of namefags calling themselves the "Center for Boxxy Control and
Restriction" (CBCR) hacked into Boxxy's account and held her IRL information hostage. Their work was

undermined by their radical tendencies, and support eventually broke down.

The year is characterized by the rise of Reddit, a major news and content aggregator that rose to
power after the Digg Revolt, when a revamped hub led to an exodus from the site. Reddit's mainstream

popularity and strong cultural influence from 4chan created a unique relationship between the two.

Culturally, 4chan was a shadow of its former self. Many things /b/tards proposed themselves to
achieve ended up failing miserably. /b/’'s content began to change towards inane threads, like porn dumps
and camwhores. Many old users, complaining about the site’s idiotic tendencies, migrated towards the
ascending Reddit, remaining there until the rise of SRS. A notable exception was Time’s Most Influential
Person of the Year raid, where hackers and /b/tards not only made moot the most voted name, but also
arranged the runner ups to spell “Marblecake also the game”, a shootout to the Youtube Porn day. moot

attended to the event, spawning even more memes.
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4chan The Silver Age

The Anonymous Split and the Rise of Hacktivism(Sept 2009 — Apr 2010)

With 4chan and /b/ delighting in their own decadence, there was little actual action or reaction
from the community. The last important action that came from 4chan's anonymous was February 2010’s
Operation Titstorm, the culmination of a series of bad vibes between the Internet and the Australian

government that attempts to censor it, taking its origins from Operation Didgeridie.

From then on, almost all actions performed against any organization or government that
attempted against free speech, piracy or relevant matter would suffer attacks made by hacktivist groups,

all claiming to be part of Anonymous. With Operation Payback 4chan would slowly fade out from being

the main cause of most Internet warfare, with various groups taking the spotlight. Since 4chan was
constantly filled with spam, uninteresting threads, and trolls the media ended up separating the site from

anonymous entirely.

The new hacktivist anonymous would proceed to attack government sites, Visa, MasterCard and
others in retaliation to the censorship attempts during Operation Payback andWikileaks' loss of funding
during Operation Avenge Assange. 4chan’'s anonymous weren't inactive, however, as they proved they
still got it in 2009 by filling Youtube with porn and getting moot selected as TIME's person of the year and

rigging the poll so it would spell “marblecake also the game”.
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The Jessi Slaughter Saga(May 2010 — Jul 2011)

4chan wasn't completely inactive, and 2010 was proved an interesting when /b/ raided Jessi
Slaughter, an underage camwhore with a serious case of unwarranted self-importance, to the point where
his own father discovered her and threw a shitstorm over it, sparking the infamous phrases YOU DUN
GOOFED and CONSEQUENCES WILL NEVER BE THE SAME. The situation escalated to the point
where Jessi and his family were interviewed at Good Morning America! Expecting a surge of NORP
viewers on the site, /b/’'s CSS was modified to show a more safe for work front page, and everyone was

exited since most raiders where /b/tards.

This year is marked as a turning point on 4chan culture. /b/’s Dark Age culture, that of hostility,
pointlessness and cancer, slowly began to fade out due to tiredness. The other boards, smaller in size
compared to the giant began to see a steady amount of growth in terms of userbase. This would make a
trend that would continue for a few years, with the rest of the site slowly gaining importance as /b/’s

presence faded from the face of the Internet, regaining some of its original quality at the same time.

4chan also begins to have its first skirmishes with the new generation of Internet sites like Tumblr,
with whom originally shared some likeness before the site was taken over by SUWs, and Reddit, of

which /b/ perceived something very, very wrong was growing on that site.

2011 presented a rather interesting year for the Internet as a whole. SOPA, PIPA, the rise of the
brony fandom and all the crazy ideas /b/ made a reality. /b/ would enter a massive conflict with the brony
fandom as trolls flocked to their side and raided the entirety of the site. Modern 4chan takes further form
when the concept of a general was born in /co/ and /v/, /vg/ is created to host /v/’s massive amount of
generals, /pol/ is brandished as the new nazi troll capital of the Internet and becomes a potential
successor for /b/, and /r/funny explodes in popularity and sparks the meme faces phenomenon. /b/ tries to
trick the Internet with various schemes, poll raids and even successfully tricking Justin Bieber fans into

shaving their heads.



4chan Meme Faces

On the late 2000s cellphone market was making huge leaps in size and technology. By 2010
everyone and their grandmas had access to a cellphone and an Internet connection, and all those people
spent their free time, during job breaks, waiting for the bus, or simply in their houses, browsing the

Internet. The turn of the decade marked a vast change for the Internet.

More and more memes and events were broadcasted by the old media. The Internet began to
reach new corners, especially with new and more efficient Smarthphones and Apple products. During late
2011 a sudden explosion of /r/funny’s prefabricated rage comics combined with the gigantic market of
cellphone Internet and apps made Internet Culture hit the mainstream — Ultimately concluding the near

collapse of Internet Culture.

Now that everyone is connected the Internet became truly mainstream, with (Relatively) new
faces such as Twitter, Tumblr, Reddit and Facebook becoming massively popular, attracting much of the

youth culture. The old sites like Newgrounds, YTMND, Something Awful and Fark became a small spot in

comparison to their enormity. 4chan, however, didn't. This may be due the fact that 4chan'’s core never

had any basis for a truly solid userbase.

All traditions where dictated by whatever social group was on the site all the time and mods didn't
enforce any kind of culture beyond what was specified by [{moot's | moot]] site rules, making the site flow
along in the direction the Internet as a whole went. Every three years or so as the site got more popular

the userbase of 4chan would be completely unrecognizable from what it was before.

The site | can haz cheezburger, which managed to successfully monetize meme culture,
spawned a series of content aggregators with a simple model which became notoriously popular with the

rise and consolidation of the social sites Reddit, Twitter and Facebook. Reddit was a site that could be

considered a “moderate” 4chan, where people made similar jokes and had a propensity for black comedy
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but never went off the rails. These sites became known for utilizing and popularizing the rage comic

format, along with many of the rage faces and trollface variants that existed.

The popularity of said comics became massive, spreading to Tumblr, Facebook, Twitter and even
real life with many pieces of merchandise based off them. This prompted a third wave of new users
curious about the source of all those memes, probably reading about them on Reddit or Cheezburger’s
Knowyourmeme. Unlike what /b/ was used to these users were more moderated, a part of the

“Mainstream”, with little semblance or knowledge of Internet culture.

They arrived at the same time the popularity of the worst aspects of 4chan's Dark Age began to
die. On the bad side the site became flooded with NORP teens, prompting a considerable increase of
moralfags and people without a sense of humour on /b/. Meme culture kept evolving on content
aggregators like 9Gag and /r/funny, distortions which 4chan and even Reddit have grown to hate. The old

userbase never left, but was easily outnumbered by the new twitter-addicted youth.

This year also saw a growing concern with social justice in sites like Tumblr, Reddit and
Something Awful, but apparently it's most vocal defenders don’t what how what social justice even
means. Allegedly the movement had its origins on Something Awful; where Lowtax, who stopped caring
about the site long ago put a radical feminist as second in command, making the stupidly elitist and

closed-minded community even more elitist and closed-minded.

A bunch of users discovered /r/ShitRedditSays, a community about stupid or ignorant comments
made by redditors that managed to get upvoted, and proceed to influence it, enabling a sort of hostile,
intolerant cult mentality surrounding feminism that took over SRS and various subreddits. This is quite

saddening, since SA is one of the fathers western Internet culture. At the same time Tumblr, the

successor of BlogSpot, became the birthplace of a particularity insane breed of feminist dubbed the

“SJWs”, Social Justice Warriors.

These people, usually LGBTSs, rape and abuse victims, young girls that couldn't deal with normal
life and of course, idiots, preached very erratic ideas about political correctness, gender fluidity and self-
victimization. Being the capital of all kinds of fandoms, 4chan's media dedicated board’s /co/ and /tv/
suffered a great increase of far left users and SJWs, with all that it implicates. By 2012 /co/ was heavily
populated with Tumblr users forgetting many aspects of common 4chan culture. This saw a massive rise
in the numbers of troll threads as SJWs are physically unable to ignore any sort of bait that usually reach

+300 posts.
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4chan The Facebook Age

With the Internet becoming mainstream 4chan's role in the new e-geopolitics was well defined.
People from all the world would come to express their problems, desires or just to talk about normal
things or things they wouldn't normally talk about protected by the veil of anonymity. While not something
negative in and on itself this would bring forth one of the most radical changes of /b/, and in a way 4chan:

A relative disassociation from the Internet Culture that once gave it birth.

Culturally the average user of 4chan has radically changed his attitude. It has become much
more sensitive and incapable of ignoring things it doesn't like or enjoy, sometimes to the point of being
humorless. They also became much more interested discussion, debate and creating content for 4chan

even though people with actual Photoshop, coding or drawing skills are few and far between.

While not worse than the previous ages, 4chan lost some its passion for black comedy and
transgression, and users take most things others say personally. Every thread has some form of
antagonism by someone who didn't like it. However the boards didn't stop from creating their

characteristic content, perhaps even more than all the other ages ever did.

The Reforms(Feb 2012 — Sept 2012)

The advent of SOPA and PIPA led most important sites of the Internet to react in some way to it.
Anonymous was not excluded, and it culminated with massive protests, a black-out were even sites like
Wikipedia participated in for a day, and DDoS attacks to most US government sites. The law was
eventually rejected but another, weaker version was proposed and a similar one was also projected in the
European Union. To this day most governments and organizations continue to attempt to censor and

control the Internet, but the hacktivist anonymous still puts up some fight.

In February, Valentine’s Day, moot announces plans to add up to 15 boards and manage the
rising brony problem that was created from the new My Little Pony series. Three days later he adds /mip/
- My little Pony. This would be the first move a series of actions that would, after six years of spam, chaos

and reposts, ameliorate the situation of /b/ and 4chan as a whole.
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moot would later reinstitute forced anon on /b/, open /q/ - 4chan Discussion, make several
enhancements to the source code, implement inline plug-ins, open a sticky to discourage porn, rate me,
and whatever spam threads were left, reopened the janitor applications and reactivated the mod machine.
After many years without gaining any money other than ads revenue, because moot hates the idea of
receiving without giving (If you know what | mean), he add adds the 4chan pass under suggestion from

/q/ allowing people to bypass reCAPTCHA by paying 20 dollars.

Though not without its problems, many semi-popular boards suffer from spam due to various
events that destabilized them (Andrew W.K. and Deadmau5 posting on /mu/, the Olympics on /sp/, etc)
Yet, for the first time in years, the quality of /b/ has returned to pre-newfag summer levels, with new OC
slowly making its way through the sea of threads. CP threads are no more, spam is almost inexistent, and
the oldest users seem to be returning. However this small period of peace soon proved to be little more

than an ephemeral activity.

The rise of Anita Saarkesian, feminist vlogger, and her successful kickstarter brought the issue of
feminism to the completely unrelated board of /v/. /v/ being the board with the most dynamic age range
(From 13 years olds to people in their late 20s) took it as something personal. From the on there will

always be a thread on /v/ complaining about feminism, sometimes not even games related.

The Death of /b/(Approx. Oct 2012)

With the issue of bronies quelled, and new coder desuwa working constantly on the inline
extension, among other ideas such as an inline catalog, the last part of 2012 proved to be one of
improvements. The end of the year saw an even higher rise on the numbers of NORP users on the site to
the point that posting old memes and catchphrases would shock /b/ as if it was the first time they were

ever posted.

Since one of the tenets of /b/ was that their aggressiveness would often create content or at least
humorous threads, the rising amount of normal users reduced /b/ to become more or less an anonymous
Facebook divided between porn threads and “X decides what | do”. Before, all users have to do was to be

patient and eventually good threads would arise. Nowadays that idea seems to be a distant possibility.



By the end of 2012 it became apparent that /b/ would not get better, the influx of what could be
deemed as “Facebook users”, with an age median of 16 to 24 and a very simple-minded way of posting
forced the board into meaningless activities. Even during the days of the dark age, with /b/ at its worst,
there was at least some degree of activity in any form — Be it raids, OC, discussion or even cancer —

Nowadays the most important thing /b/ does is porn threads.

/pol/’s War Against the Internet(Approx. Jan 2013)

The advent of 2013 also saw a sharp rise with issues regarding the board /pol/ - Politically
Incorrect. /pol/ was created to re-contain a small band of white supremacists taking residence on boards
like /int/ and /k/. They were originally from /new/ - News, a board that housed a majority of white
supremacists allegedly because 4chan once raided Stormfront, making a few of its users aware of the
site’s anonymous appeal. Given the cultural changes of the Internet and the rise of Reddit's “fempire”,

nobody expected what would happen next.

The general perception of /pol/ was as a quarantine board disguised as a politics board. In due
aspect most users of the site regarded /pol/ as a shithole. This board came to be notorious in various
Internet communities prompting various sites with a tendency towards Social Justice to go on a crusade
against the board’s perceived white supremacism. Since /pol/ is constantly being showered with spam the

residents, most of them trolls, didn't particularly care, after all to them it was just more entertainment.

All this managed was to increase the popularity of the JIDF meme to them. However the
repercussions of having both groups chimping out on each other like Hatfields and McCoys would be felt
site-wide, with various boards having a team of /pol/lacks appearing whenever race or politics were
mentioned, and many threads being constantly derailed by complaining feminists and liberals. /co/ would

be the place the issue was felt the most, with both groups clashing and completely derailing threads.

moot and the moderation team, and most of 4chan'’s userbase originally though the JIDF/SRS
raids were nothing but trolls and a minority of actual stormfags being idiots reacting to everyone hating
them . Eventually, after a series of threads on /q/ people began to suspect that there were actual people
attempting to get /pol/ deleted. Investigation followed, more info came out, with users from /pol/ compiling

and links and evidence towards the possibility of organized raids against the thread.
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Finally, a mod took note of all the information and vowed to direct it to moot . Ultimately /g/ would
suffer a constant onslaught of Social Justice Warriors (Or a very dedicated troll) trying to get /pol/ deleted
to the point where even the mods stepped in to tell them to shut up. The SUWs didn't stop and some even
began to threaten to doxx team 4chan and start legal action. This eventually got moot fed up enough to
delete /g/ on mid-2013. To this day moot still calls /g/ a mistake that turned from 4chan discussion to

/deletepol/.

The constant onslaught by not one but two different groups made serious discussion on /pol/
nearby impossible, however all that would be rendered moot (No pun intended) as it all became a meme
in and on itself and the discussions eventually drowned in a sea of IT'S HAPPENING and troll threads. It
can no longer be distinguished whenever a /pol/itician is joking or not. /pol/ also saw a rise in conspiracy
and tin-foil-hat-type threads spurn from an exodus of neo-/x/philes, a very crazy breed of anon, to the
board. Many modern /x/ phrases such as “disinfo” have been exported to /pol/ and the quality of board

plummeted thanks to them.

Ultimately, the consequences of all the strife ended up with /pol/ becoming a buzzword for any
dissenting, right-leaning opinion and Tumblr/SRS becoming the equivalent buzzword for any left-leaning
post. The whole debacle ended up becoming just another way for posters to maintain and rationalize their
idealized idea of their favourite board. To this day it’s still a mystery whether the spammers were feminists

or some of the most persistent trolls 4chan has ever seen.

I/s4s/(Apr 1st 2013)

For April’s fool 2013 moot embedded an Adult Cat Finder joke on /b/ and grand surprise: The
creation of a board called “Shit 4chan Says”. Obviously a take on all the SRS and Reddit hate the rule-
less board was immediately filled with /b/tards of old and people looking for old jokes and traditions from
all ages. Threads from Thrust Vectoring to copypasta spam and she EPIN, /b/ where posted and the
whole place looked like a time vortex suddenly appeared began to spam dead memes and dubs threads.

All was good and the general opinion of the board was positive.



However the board depopulated quickly as nobody expected it last long and 4chan's interested
have long went away from old memes. Since it was an April’s fool’s board, nobody knew how much the
board would last. A general mood of “post-irony” where all 4chan customs where inverted and shitposting
was renamed funposting set in. Knowing the lifespan of the board was potentially short its new userbase

quickly decided to create as much OC as possible.

/s4s/’'s immediate exports were the mod-created Into the Trash You Go, discovering the kek
muffin and using it to replace lel and top lel, the return of That Fucking Cat and breaking the 10000
replies mark. Many of 2006 and 2008’s users stayed and tried to bring back raids, and while this worked

for some time, people were not interested and the mods quickly brought the threads down.

However /s4s/, now [s4s], decided to bring back interboard raiding, this time in the form of GET
stealing. Many important gets were hijacked by /s4s/, and unlike normal raids these took much longer to
be deleted. /s4s/ also gave a warm welcome to the new boards, spamming the entire catalog of /gd/ with

a gigantic Bateman combo, which was probably the most epic raid of the year.

By far, [s4s]’s greatest contribution was the popularization of Doge . A reaction face of a Shiba
dog with a concerned look and silly, broken dog speak in comic sans that quickly spread over all 4chan

and the entire of the Internet. It got so popular it managed to get its own cryptocurrency by 2014.

Better Moderation(2013)

By April moot commanded a moderation crackdown on long-forgotten boards such as /tv/ and
/sp/. /tv/ had become a hub for stalkers, pedophiles and celebrity/waifu worshipers and /sp/ became a
shitposting haven around 2011. /sp/ was over moderated, however, with many long-standing traditions
being regarded as off-topic and deleted, such as power level thread and current events like natural

disasters being regarded as games.

The board instantly rebelled, and began to spam both /g/ and /sp/ with off-topic and propaganda
under the banner of “#freesp”. /tv/ followed suit but they had no real reason to. The situation escalated to
the point where users, calling themselves outlaws, got an ex-janitor into their ranks that began to leak
information about the janitor board, /j/, and the staff. A full list of the staff logged in the janitor IRC,
#janiteam, was gathered. Eventually moot settled the issue during his third Q/A on May stating he will

consider allowing the more traditional threads.



Mods would take a much more active approach towards the boards. Whenever a big event
happened a sticky would be created on its respective board until the hype wore out, or to squelch an over
exited general. Mod presence generally became more noticeable, with /s4s/ getting its own resident mod.
moot also added a suggestion box which allowed users to explain their concerns, perceived issues, and
ideas in depth without the usual white noise /g/ had. Rizon's official 4chan IRC would also undergo
changes, all of the mods would be de-opped in favour of a single bot, Yotsubot, that could be remotely

controlled by them.

The End of an Era(October 2013)

By the end of August, with 4chan's tenth birthday only a month away, moot announced that he
will host a final 4chan panel together with Shut, on AnimeWeekend. This was followed by a couple
newsposts, the 500000000 GET on /b/, and second wave of updates and upgrades to the site. Meta
threads would be allowed again since /g/ was removed, and in a day that will live in infamy, moot decided

to make the sage invisible, since it has long since lost its original meaning.

The panel went smoothly and moot did a meet and greet with many fans, even signing a /lk/ommando's
Mossin Nagant. On the very same day, the American government would shut down most of it non-
essential services, /v/ discovers that Half-Life 3 is on the making, the Silk Road is closed by the feds and
many games are released or updated. October 1st, 2013 would be a quite iconic day on the short-term

memory of 4chan.



2014 Tumblir/4chan Raids

On June 9th, 2014, Tumblr blog shutdown4chan[1] posted a slide outlining a plan to carry out a
raid on 4chan during the American Independence Day on the 4th of July. The post condemned the image
board community as “racist, misogynistic and pure evil” and revealed that the goal of the mission was to
shut down the site. It has been since rumored that the blog post might have been originally created by

4chan’s /pol/ board to trigger the war in the first place.

During the raid day, several posts attributed to the social justice blogosphere on Tumblr were
made on 4chan’s boards, which accused the authors of their own prejudice and injustice. After that, users
of 4chan retaliated by flooding a wide range of Tumblr tags related to feminism, social justice, and popular
fandoms with gore and other unrelated shock images. Tumblr counter-acted by burying those posts with
with their own posts of cute things, blocking the spammers, and advising other users to stay away from

the tags until things clear up.

Gamergate

The GamerGate protests began as a justified movement backed by a diverse group of individuals
(many of which were women), as well as other major names in the gaming and online community. They
came together through Twitter hashtags, Reddit, and of course, 4chan threads. The reactionaries worked
in opposition in the same way. It's important to note that none of the sides in this conflict are coordinated
or united in any fashion; each individual acts out of their own accord, with their own goals in mind. That

was a recipe for disaster.

At first, 4chan tried something new to beat their opponents at their own game; nonviolent protest,
such as backing The Young Fine Capitalists (a group attempting to bring more women into game
development; which Zoe Quinn tried to stop), and working with other forums to make public campaigns

that revealed the truth of the matter.

However, on 4chan, anons already nervous of censorship went berzerk when 4chan mods
attempted to corral them into a single thread (a process which unfortunately involves deleting threads); it
didn't help that The Fappening happened around the same time. The result was Moot's reiteration of old_

"Martial Law" policies from 2006, in an attempt to maintain order.
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In addition, The Young Fine Capitalists came under attack from hackers, other feminists who saw
them as a "traitor to their cause", and shitstorms ensued. The protesters could no longer hold their fire
under severe setbacks; many decided that it was time to strike. However soon the entirety of the

movement was purged from 4chan.

4chan The Fappening

On August 31th, 2014, an anonymous leaker decided it was a good idea to post one of his rarest
clandestine "treasures" to the world; nude photos of Jennifer Lawrence, Kate Upton, and other major
American Celebrities. The forum to post it to would have to be anonymous, public, and popular; thus, he

decided to post it on 4chan's /b/.

Needless to say, leaks of any sort involving the antics of celebrities are instant newsmakers (as
those disgusting celeb paparazzi magazines at the supermarket checkout line will drill into you). The
machines of yellow journalism were quick to shoulder the blame upon an entire website, and attempted;
yet again, to make sense of the dark corners of the internet (in the vein of Fox News's "Hackers on

Steroids").

here is a massive underground movement where users trade (usually photoshopped) nude
photos of celebrities, and pay tons of money for the privilege. When you're talking about photos worth
millions of dollars; well, it's a huge incentive for a hacker or two to make some easy money. Just like
illegally obtained fine art, most users jealously guard their loot, and will never share it with anybody;

knowing full well the bombshell scandal that will unfold if it does get out.

From what we can infer (the threads themselves have not been archived), one plucky anon asked
4chan to submit a group buy in Bitcoins for a hacker's alleged celebrity nudes, claiming he could not

afford the tremendous cost; he apparently bolstered it's legitimacy by posting a free sample of JLaw.



Most anons called him out as a scammer, but when a few guys decided to try their luck and
deliver coins for the lulz, the leaker actually followed through, finding more celebs; and the shitstorm
began.The actual leak itself is inferred to be a breach in Apple's iCloud service; since that's where JLaw

uploaded it. (Well, at least we understand the absurdity of the cloud.)

The celebrities in question were not pleased to hear about the incident. Some denied that they
were real, some broke down in the strain. True; they are celebrities in the public eye, and no one is able
to control the thoughts of her onlookers; but come on, who deserves to be lumped in with the likes of
Britney Spears or Lindsay Lohan? Many users decided to campaign to fund her favorite charity (The

Pediatric Cancer Foundation) to make amends for the terrible shitstorm.

The Feds have been mobilized to track down the leaker (extorting the IP from 4chan, probably),
and is poised to use him as an informant to discover this secret nude-sharing ring. Let's hope this leaker
used seven proxies. The leaker will probably get 10 years in prison maximum, as previous prosecutions
for leaks seem to imply. What a disproportionate use of force, to "defend" the reputation of American

Celebrities. Truthfully, the incident does count as an Attack on American Culture; in the very literal sense.

4chan The Crackdown

After anons went berzerk after 4chan Mods attempted to corral them into a single thread (a
canning policy which unfortunately involves thread deletion), the mods decided that GamerGate threads
were now disturbing the peace on /v/, and had any discussion of them marked as "off-topic", and

therefore bannable.

The situation was made worse when some anon decided to leak million-dollar nudes of American

Actress Jennifer Lawrence and other celebrities on /b/; "just because". Shitstorms ensued.As a result,
Moot also launched a public statement which reiterated the "Martial Law" policies that were enacted

during /b/-day; No Raids, No Personal Information, No Hacktivism.


https://github.com/bibanon/bibanon/wiki/4chan---The-Fappening

He stuck by a policy to "bring 4chan back to normal" by purging the forums of these scandalous
incidents and divisive conflicts.A mass exodus; as well as an increased immigration rate (due to media
coverage) ensued. 4chan's userbase was never the same. GamerGate discussion has since relocated

to 8chan.co.


http://8chan.co/gg

CHAPTER TWO

Introduction

THIS IS THE story of the most interesting place on the Internet: an imageboard called 4chan, where

you're as likely to find a hundred photos of adorable kittens as a gallery of gruesome autopsy photos.

It's a seedy, unpredictable place, where people have complete freedom to experiment; to try on new
ideas, alternate identities. 4chan allows its users to say and do almost whatever they can think of without

fear of shame or retribution.

There are many individual boards that make up 4chan, and the strangest one is called /b/, or Random.
This is the “hivemind” of the site, where nearly anything the human mind is capable of conceiving is on
display, for better or for worse. Some have called it the Asshole of the Internet, but a few million call it

home.

/bl is particularly special because the board has almost no rules. However, its nameless users, who call
themselves /b/tards, have created a semiserious list of metarules, the first and second of which are
cribbed directly from Chuck Palahniuk’s book Fight Club:

Rule 1: You do not talk about /b/. \ Rule 2: You DO NOT talk about /b/.

The stated intent of these rules is to keep outsiders out. Longtime /b/tards detest new users more than
anything, referring to them as “cancer” and go to great lengths to make their dialogue and community
culture as unapproachable as possible. In writing this book, I've committed the most egregious violation of
these rules in the short history of /b/, opening myself up to everything from prank calls to death threats.

I’'m no longer just another member of “anonymous”™—the vast group of 4chan users.
When | first started telling friends about the project, they’d universally respond:

“You're writing a book about 4chan? Ha! Good luck with that!”



OK, so we've established that 4chan is, to borrow a phrase from a well-known Jedi, a hive of scum and

villainy. It's a playground for weirdos, but why does it matter? I've talked to everyone from academics and
advertisers to hackers in order to find out. | got my hands dirty talking with the /b/tards themselves, along
with the people they love and those they love to hate. | approached 4chan not just as an observer, but as

a participant, an antagonist, and an ombudsman.

| discovered that 4chan is a mysterious, misunderstood imageboard defined by anonymity and anarchy

that influences the way you behave on the web, whether you realize it or not.

It stands in contrast to a web that seems to be moving inexorably toward personal responsibility and a
constant identity across all platforms that define the browsing experience. | can’t read a movie review
online anymore without seeing my friends’ Facebook commentary alongside it. And somehow Google
knows that I'm really attracted to Nicki Minaj. On proprietary platforms like Facebook, one’s every move is
documented. Some argue that this social accountability keeps us responsible. Others say it's another way

to sell products. Either way, it's becoming more like real-life.

But didn’t the Internet promise us an escape from real life? Wasn’t that one of the reasons so many of us
were drawn to it in the first place? 4chan is one of the few places that encourages the anarchy found in

the early days of the web.

And while 4chan is known for hosting everything from innocuous cat photos to child pornography, it’s also
a place where would-be activists can gather to express social dissent. It’s a forum where a lonely nerd
can ask for help meeting girls. And where a closeted homosexual can vent about his abusive,

homophobic parents.

The fear-mongering mainstream media tends to portray 4chan as a breeding ground for sociopathic
superhackers and cyberterrorists. This is the case, yes, but it's a small part of the story. | wrote this book
because | wanted to set the record straight. Namelessness matters. Freedom matters. And 4chan

embodies those two ideals more concretely than anyplace else on the Internet.

If you’ve ever wondered, while browsing the web, “Why is this weird thing popular? Who cares about this
stuff? How does this thing have so many views? Why do people waste their time with this? Where did it

come from and where is it all going?” then read on.



This isn’t so much a book about how technology is changing society as it is the story of how technology
expanded the scale of human creativity and social interaction that already existed and was just waiting for
the right platform. When that platform came along, creative participatory culture went global—and just like

that things were never the same. This isn’t just a book about 4chan. It's a book about you.

4chan is a multimedia experience, and there’s only so much information that can be conveyed on the
printed page. | highly encourage the reader to read this book near a computer so you can look up
pertinent information as you go. If you’re having trouble wrapping your head around a specific concept,

online resources like Google, Wikipedia and Know Your Meme will help fill in the blanks.
A final warning:

Because 4chan thrives on its lack of rules, it hosts content that ranges from harmless to downright
terrifying. Violent fetish pornography, racist/sexist rants, and gory photography are just a few of the more

unsettling items that litter the pages of /b/.

Dear reader, under no circumstances should you see this book as an invitation to hop onto 4chan to see
what all the fuss is about. If you must, at least prepare by reading my third chapter so you’ll know exactly
what you’re getting into. There are ways to browse 4chan while avoiding most of the nasty bits, and you

should be aware of them.

Seriously. There are some things you can’t unsee.

Memes: Shared Nuggets of
Cultural Currency

“DUDE, YOU'VE GOTTA see this.”



The sound of machine gun fire filled my freshman dorm. Walking down the hallway, I'd hear the
explosion of grenades and machine gun spray muffling anguished shrieks of the dying. This went on
literally all day and night. It was 2002, and the bros on my hall were taking full advantage of our campus’s

T1 Internet connection by playing a run-and-gun PC shooter game called Counter-Strike till dawn.

For many of us, it was our first exposure to high-speed Internet. Previously we had to share 56k
connections with siblings. It would take minutes to download a basic webpage. | remember setting up a
string of downloads before bed each night and letting my computer run till morning. If AOL deigned to not
kick me off the connection, I'd have four or five new songs in the morning. In college, | could accomplish
the same in minutes. Webpages with streaming video loaded instantaneously. For the first time, the
Internet moved as fast as my imagination. The guys on my hall spent most of their days taking advantage

of this garden of earthly delights in hundreds of ways, some more illicit than others.

I vividly remember some gawky Kid running into my room, doubled over in laughter.

“Dude, you've gotta see this.”

“What?”

19

“l can’t explain. Just google ‘gonads and strife.

| heard the pinging of instant messages being sent back and forth throughout the hall. Laughter

bubbled up all around me. And the sound of a chipmunk-like voice filled the air.



“Gonads and Strife” was a crude Flash animation that featured a monkey in a suit, a hyperactive
squirrel, Stephen Hawking, R2-D2, and a spinning anatomic figure of a penis soaring through a lightning-
filled sky. It was profane, catchy, and defied explanation. It spread through campus like wildfire. Like a

virus, actually.

| can’t explain why Gonads and Strife is funny. You pretty much had to have been male college
freshman to appreciate it. For a moment there, before YouTube and the rise of user-driven content
aggregators like Digg and Reddit, intensely creative folks uploaded their work to the web, and finding it
felt like being in on something special. Gonads and Strife was far from the first meme | experienced, but it

was the first time I'd seen anything “go viral,” although my friends didn’t have a name for it yet.

| can think of a dozen more flash animations that eventually surpassed it in popularity, but in my
little world, Gonads and Strife was genius. We scratched our heads, “How did someone even conceive of
this? I've never seen anything like it.” It wasn’t long before | was running into someone else’s room,

saying, “Dude, you’ve gotta see this.”



A History of Memes

In the decade since, barely a day has gone by that | haven’t gleefully shared something from the
Internet with a friend. The Internet is home to gigs upon gigs of content that compel viewers to share,
participate, augment, parody, and otherwise own it. Today we call these bits of cultural currency memes.

In order to understand why 4chan matters, we first have to understand memes.

Of course, memes were not born on the Internet. They’ve been driving the human sociocultural
experience since before we scribbled on cave walls. Memes seek to replicate themselves laterally—the

ideological or cultural equivalent of a gene, naturally arising from human interaction.
Ask evolutionary biologist Richard Dawkins what a meme is and he’ll tell you this:

Examples of memes are tunes, ideas, catch-phrases, clothes fashions, ways of making pots or of
building arches. Just as genes propagate themselves in the gene pool by leaping from body to body via
sperms or eggs, So memes propagate themselves in the meme pool by leaping from brain to brain via a

process which, in the broad sense, can be called imitation.

This is an excerpt from Dawkins’s groundbreaking book, The Selfish Gene, published in 1976.
Dawkins didn’t originally come up with the idea of a meme, but he was the first one to use the word, and
thus to inadvertently kick-start a new branch of anthropology called memetics, a catchall term for the

study of human social evolution as opposed to biological evolution (i.e., genetics).



| think that a new kind of replicator has recently emerged on this very planet. It is staring us in the
face. ltis still in its infancy, still drifting clumsily about in its primeval soup, but already it is achieving

evolutionary change at a rate that leaves the old gene panting far behind.

The new soup is the soup of human culture. We need a name for the new replicator, a noun that
conveys the idea of a unit of cultural transmission, or a unit of imitation. ‘Mimeme’ comes from a suitable
Greek root, but | want a monosyllable that sounds a bit like ‘gene.” | hope my classicist friends will forgive
me if | abbreviate mimeme to meme. If it is any consolation, it could alternatively be thought of as being

related to ‘memory,’ or to the French word ‘méme.’ It should be pronounced to rhyme with ‘cream.’

So, for Dawkins, religion is a meme. Art is a meme. Every form of human social expression is
memetic. We are surrounded by memes, ranging from every family tradition we hold dear to the comics in
today’s funny papers. Some memes are widespread, like progressivism. Others are specific and intimate,

like the unique baby talk between mother and child.

Everything we do and say is an imitation, to some degree, of the things we’ve seen those around
us do. In a matter of speaking, memes seek to replicate themselves. Of course, neither Dawkins nor |
would argue that memes are sentient beings capable of “seeking” anything. Memes are simply mental
expressions that behave like genes. But memes have several things in common with biological life-forms.
That's why we often refer to memes as “going viral.” They spread from person to person the way a virus
does. Most of the time, we don'’t even realize we are spreading them, the same way a beast plays host to

an intestinal parasite.

Memes can be ideologies, trends, fads, gossip, jokes, music, fashion, or adages—any concept
that can be shared from one person to another. They’re distinct and repeatable, and they live and die by

natural selection in the same way that biological entities do. If a meme fails to spread, it's dead.



In the notes in Dawkins’s 1989 reprint of The Selfish Gene, he admits that the word meme had
become something of a strong meme in itself. In fact, his brief discussion of memes was only meant to
serve a larger purpose: to establish that complex ecological systems arise from entities that seek to

replicate.

| believe that, given the right conditions, replicators automatically band together to create
systems, or machines, that carry them around and work to favour their continued replication. The first ten
chapters of The Selfish Gene had concentrated exclusively on one kind of replicator, the gene. In
discussing memes in the final chapter | was trying to make the case for replicators in general, and to

show that genes were not the only members of that important class.

Although Dawkins had no intention of creating a grand unified theory for human culture (he
eventually distanced himself from the term), a slew of memeticists picked up where he left off, attempting
to use memes to explain all human behavior. Countless heady discussions followed, influencing fields like
cultural anthropology, sociology, and psychology, all dedicated to expanding Dawkins’s theory of self-

replicating units of cultural transmission.

Internet Memes

So how did we get from a broad, classical definition of a meme to an animated GIF of a dancing
baby (or flying gonads)? Why has the term meme become so closely associated with web-borne viral
content over the last ten years? Why, when we hear the word, do we think of something like the dancing

baby rather than, say, Buddhism?

The Internet allows memes to spread more rapidly than any previous medium in human history.
We now live in a world where any idea can be expressed instantly to nearly anyone on the globe, and

millions of people take advantage of this capability every day, unconsciously spreading memes with every



link shared, every video uploaded, every blog post written. Never before has the ratio of senders of

memes to receivers of memes been so high.

Millions of memes are constantly fighting for your attention, for a chance to replicate. Meme
populations grow and shrink in the “meme pool,” as public awareness expands and contracts. The
structure of the web has been built around ensuring that the strongest memes made up of the most
compelling, “sticky” content rise to the top. We see this principle in action in content aggregators like
Reddit and Digg, which often collectively scrape content from, you guessed it, 4chan. This process is a

part of a phenomenon | call the Meme Life Cycle, which I'll explain later.

Since the Internet has made it so easy for memes to spread, it's become inextricably linked with
how most people understand memes. Ask a fifteen-year-old what a meme is and he or she will probably
say something along the lines of, “Have you ever seen lolcats? What about Antoine Dodson? Double

Rainbow?” They’ll rattle off Internet ephemera until you recognize something.

That’s because today the word meme is shorthand for “A piece of content (e.g., a video, story,

song, website, prank, trend, etc.) that achieved popularity primarily through word of mouth on the web.”

When Internet phenomena such as viral videos, email-forwarded hoaxes, and web
microcelebrities began to appear, journalists co-opted the term. As early as 1998, the word has been
used to refer to bits of popular culture that are considered to be “from the Internet.” But what does that
mean, exactly? It's difficult to say, especially since the world of the web and the rest of popular culture are

becoming increasingly intertwined.



It's difficult to pinpoint a precise time when the word meme started to refer to bits of Internet-
borne cultural iconography, like lolcats. I'd guess that Richard Dawkins would scoff at the bastardization
of his term, especially since he distanced himself from it before the Internet ever co-opted it. We know
that memes are propagated through social networks. This form of transmission is distinctly different from
that of genes. You can’t share your genes with your pals. Because the Internet so tangibly manifests
those social networks, the word meme became a convenient term to describe specific bits of information

that are shared on those networks.

In 1998, Joshua Schachter, who later went on to sell social bookmarking platform del.icio.us to
Google, started Memepool, a multiauthor blog that contained links to interesting and offbeat content on
the web. It was part of a growing network of blogs like Boing Boing, Waxy, and Laughing Squid, who
made up a vibrant culture of sharing cool Internet content. Memepool tracked stuff that was going viral. At
the time, news outlets that profiled Memepool naturally referred to memes when describing the site’s

subject matter.

In the mid-2000s, Jonah Peretti, who went on to found The Huffington Post and meme-tracker-of-
note Buzzfeed, and Peretti’s colleagues at Eyebeam, a not-for-profit art and technology research center,
put together a research group called Contagious Media. The group was dedicated to performing culture-
jammy “viral experiments” to demonstrate how information is passed around on the web. The project
launched such viral phenomena as Black People Love Us (a satirical site about a dorky white couple’s
attempts to be accepted by the black community) and the “Nike sweatshop” email (a customer service
exchange between Peretti and a Nike employee that resulted from Peretti trying to order a pair of
customized shoes emblazoned with the word “sweatshop”). They held festivals and competitions based

around this idea of contagious media.



Kenyatta Cheese, co-creator of Know Your Meme and former Eyebeamer, explains,

Jonah Peretti put together a Contagious Media Festival that was basically asking, “What is the
science and culture behind the viral Internet?” As we collectively started taking the work of connecting
viral media and connecting it back to the older theory of Dawkins, the word meme became the go-to term

to describe viral content.

Somewhere between the late 1990s and the mid-2000s, the word meme became synonymous
with weird, cool, and silly web stuff, and most people remain unaware of its original meaning in the field of
evolutionary biology. | hope Richard Dawkins can at least get a kick out of how the word’s definition has
spread and evolved, memetically. In a 2010 interview with NPR, Dawkins said, “Well, | was pretty
computer-literate for the time, but neither | nor anybody else, | think, had any very clear idea of what this
enormous flowering that would become the Internet. It's become the perfect ecology for memes. | mean,

the Internet is now one, great, memetic ecosystem.”

Pre-Internet Memes

Is Yosemite Bear, the burly eccentric who achieved cultural ubiquity with his famous expression
of awe at the sight of a “double rainbow,” really all that different from Toby Radloff, the “genuine nerd”
who became something of a pre-Internet microcelebrity when he starred in a series of MTV promotional
shorts in the '80s? Radloff was a coworker of comics legend Harvey Pekar, who featured Radloff in his
American Splendor comics. Radloff was just a random weirdo who became known nationwide for a short
while, not unlike Yosemite Bear and dozens of other web icons who’ve popped up on the mainstream’s

radar over the last twenty years.

While the rise of Yosemite Bear and Toby Radloff share the same “look at this random everyday
weirdo” element, the means by which each achieved mainstream exposure is different. Radloff got big
because some TV execs decided he was a quirky character and put him on TV. Yosemite Bear eventually

made it all the way to the small screen as well, but it happened because millions of links were instant-



messaged back and forth. Thousands of tweets. Hundreds of blog posts. The rise was perpetuated by an
unorganized grassroots movement. If you are aware of Yosemite Bear, it's because his meme was strong

enough to beat out the millions of other memes competing for your attention.

Memes had spread virally before the Internet as well. Consider the strange story of Shut Up Little
Man, a series of recordings from the '80s made by a couple of guys living in San Francisco. Fascinating
documents of bizarre humanity, the tapes captured the sounds of the guys’ misanthropic neighbors
hurling drunken insults at each other. The recordings were passed from friend to friend on cassette tapes.
People made copies of copies. They became what we used to call “cult hits” in the burgeoning alternative
West Coast zine culture. Since then, the recordings have been turned into a puppet show, a feature

length drama, and a documentary that debuted in 2011.

OK, so we've established that there’s nothing new under the sun. As | mentioned in the
introduction, this isn’t a book about explaining the way technology has changed the way we behave. The

Internet didn’t invent memes; it just expanded their scope and ramped up the frequency of their creation.

According to Eddie Lee Sausage, one of the guys who made the Shut Up Little Man recordings
(whom | interviewed for urlesque.com), experimental jazz composer John Zorn sampled them in his
music. And they didn’t peter out with the rise of the Internet. Within two days of Mel Gibson’s racist rant
against his now ex-girlfriend, some anonymous YouTube user had mashed up the rant with the audio
from Shut Up Little Man. A similar mashup was created when Christian Bale famously flipped out on

some poor lighting guy on the set of Terminator Salvation.

Speaking of music, consider hip hop culture, which is based on sampling, the practice of taking
someone else’s work, mixing it with the output of others, adding some of your own bits, and fusing it all
together into something fresh. Many of today’s hip hop producers sample classic hip hop loops, which are

themselves made up of bits of soul and jazz from the '60s and '70s. And the beats are only part of this



cultural milieu. B-boy dancing, MCing (rapping), and graffiti are layered over the music in a rich sensory

experience that vividly demonstrates the way all art evolves memetically.

The graffiti that evolved from hip hop culture is a prominent pre-Internet visual meme. Like many
memes, graffiti is a means of showing off creativity or spreading a message. Sometimes graffiti artists just
want to mark their territory. We’ve all probably seen “X was here” scrawled on a bathroom stall at some
point. Where did that come from? Why is it observed all over the world? A suspected root of the meme is
the “Kilroy was here” iteration, which features a bald-headed cartoon man with a long nose peeking over

a wall.

Kilroy can be found in countless locations, scribbled on beachheads, landmarks—even the Berlin
Wall. No one is quite sure who Kilroy is, and even the name is up for dispute, with variants that include
Foo, Chad, Smoe, Clem, and others. Some suspect that the phrase originated among US servicemen
marking places they’d been during tours of duty. Some historians place Kilroy’s origins as far back as the
1930s. Regardless of where he came from, Kilroy is a wonderful example of a visual icon that motivated
people to spread the meme virally, for no monetary or reputation benefit. They just wanted to be part of

the meme.

Hide Ya Kids

I'll never forget the moment | first heard a woman singing The Gregory Brothers’ “Bed Intruder,” in
a bar in the summer of 2010. For me it was a singularity that represented a shift in popular culture, the

moment when Internet ephemera became solidified in the mainstream.



When people ask me what memes are | usually respond, “Have you ever heard of lolcats? You

know, those funny cat photos with the misspelled captions?”

If that doesn’t work, I'll say, “How about Antoine Dodson? That guy from the projects? There was

that song? Hide ya kids? Hide ya wife? Nothing?”

Usually, by the time | get to “Hide ya wife,” a wave of recognition washes over this uninitiated
person’s face, and I'm grateful | don’t have to explain why an attempted rape is supposed to be funny. But

that’s what I'll do here.

In July 2010, Antoine Dodson was filmed by a local NBC affiliate in his Hunstville, Alabama
housing project, where an unknown attacker had attempted to rape his sister the previous night. The

video features an impassioned plea by Dodson:

Well, obviously we have a rapist in Lincoln Park. He’s climbin’ in your windows. He’s snatchin’
your people up, tryna rape em. So y’all need to hide your kids, hide your wife, and hide your husbands

‘cause they rapin’ everybody out here.

Antoine became an overnight meme celebrity, but he rocketed to fame when his monologue was
Auto-Tuned by musical comedy group The Gregory Brothers a few days later. The song was posted on
iTunes and reached the Billboard charts, and The Gregory Brothers split the profits halfway with Antoine,
enabling him to get out of the projects. At this point, Antoine is nearly as recognizable a pop-culture icon

as Justin Bieber or Lady Gaga. He’s appeared on BET, the Today Show, and Lopez Tonight.

Many people felt that the humor of the clip was derived from a near-tragedy resulting from the

plight of poor urban communities. The original coverage struck many as exploitative, as though



Huntsville’s NBC affiliate WAFF aired Antoine’s ebonics-filled tirade for no other reason than to laugh at
the uneducated black guy. Feminist bloggers wondered how a guy’s goofy rant so easily overshadowed

his sister’s painful ordeal.

Nonetheless, the video racked up millions of views, becoming one of the fastest-expanding
memes in history. Antoine saw an opportunity and rode the meme celebrity train for all it was worth.
Merchandise, TV spots, promotional campaigns, you name it: Antoine was all over the place. He became
almost a modern-day folk hero. Thousands of YouTube videos remixed, mashed up, and otherwise
parodied the original. Even if the original video had been out of his control, at least Antoine was able to

own his viral fame. On his personal site he proclaimed:

You all made me who | am today and for that | will for ever be in your debt. Once again | say
thank you from me and on behalf of my entire family. | love you guys so much. You have given me this

opportunity to shine so dammit I’'m going to shine.

As of this writing, Dodson is working on an upcoming reality TV show.

Keeping Up With the New Language

People use the word meme to describe visual content like videos or photos or offbeat
microcelebrities, but it's important to recognize that the meme is the concept. A photo or video might be
just one execution of that concept among many. As memes evolve, they branch out in countless ways,
shifting and merging with other mashed-up, mutated memes. Sometimes, in order to understand a given

iteration of a meme, one must also be familiar with dozens of others.



Here’s an analogy. The world of ABC’s show Lost, which captivated TV viewers in the 2000s,
demanded an unprecedented amount of attention from its fans. Each episode contained dozens of
storylines, playing out bit by bit. There were so many characters and relationships to keep track of. One
could not just jump into the show mid-episode, let alone mid-season. An offhand joke, or even a wordless
facial expression, could be a reference calling back to an occurrence from an episode originally aired

years prior. People who tried to pick up the show but hadn’t watched earlier seasons were, uh, lost.

So it is in the world of memes. Keeping up with the Internet’s daily output of fresh memes will
likely define the watercooler conversation of tomorrow. A host of wikis, blogs, and even books have
appeared over the last few years to try to make sense of it all. The structure of hypertext makes it easy to
explore branching clusters of increasingly granular information. But given the availability of information on
the web, the network of memetic information increasingly demands more from casual browsers. If | see
something on 4chan and don’t know what it means, | follow an informal process for figuring it out. This
likely will start with a Google search, followed by a few quick scans of Wikipedia entries. If the meme is
too obscure for Wikipedia, | might have to browse Encyclopedia Dramatica or Urban Dictionary. If it deals
with entertainment | might instead opt for the Internet Movie Database or Allmusic. | may consult Google
News or Technorati to see if there’s been any recent related web chatter. By the time I've fully explored

the information, my browser is full of tabs.

As the Internet facilitates a growing network of increasingly complex memes, the gulf expands
between those in the know and those who aren’t privy to meme culture. There is a new language of
memes forming, and I’'m not referring to lolspeak or leetspeak. What | call the language of memes is not
Internet slang, but a new visual way that people succinctly communicate emotions and opinions.

Cheezburger CEO Ben Huh calls it the “visual vernacular.”

Those who aren’t able to keep up with all the latest cultural iconography won’t be able to engage
in the conversation. Knowing how to source the roots of memetic language will become an increasingly

valuable skill as the network of memetic imagery becomes progressively more complex and people are



expected to be more familiar with obscure web phenomena. Ignoring Internet memes will be equivalent to

showing up to the office watercooler having watched none of last night’s primetime content.

Dude, You’'ve Got to See This

What compels people to share this stuff? The same impulse that incites us to gossip and share
jokes. We want other people to enjoy the information we've acquired, and we get a mental kick out of
being the ones to share it. This is as universal and historic a human characteristic as the need to eat.
Sharing information, no matter how trivial, solidifies societal bonds and deepens relationships. These

shared points of reference make up life as much as our inside jokes at work or gossip at church.

Clay Shirky has made waves in the last few years as being a kind of Marshall McLuhan for the
Web 2.0 era. Throughout his two books, Cognitive Dissonance and Here Comes Everybody, Shirky
provides the kind of commentary that fills one with excitement for being a part of the web right now. We’re
making things happen! It's a new stage in human social evolution! Look at all the cool stuff the Internet

lets us do!

In Cognitive Dissonance, Shirky uses the lolcats found at http://www.icanhascheezburger.com as
a convenient representative for what he calls “the stupidest possible creative act,” as opposed to, say,
improving a Wikipedia entry or creating a platform for financing human rights projects in the third world. |

asked him about this, and he laughed.

“Actually, | love Cheezburger.”



| breathed a sigh of relief, feeling a bit less guilty for spending more time laughing at “fail” videos

than I've contributed to building out Linux.

He quickly added, “I'm not going to hold them up as a paragon of human intellectual

achievement, but . ..”

Fair enough. He continued.

. .. I do think there’s lasting social value in it. There’s a spectrum of creativity from mediocrity to
excellence, but there’s a gulf between doing nothing and doing something. And anyone who’s slapped a
few words on a picture of their cat has already crossed that gulf. The invitation to make something and
share it with other people on that scale is so radically different from what we were capable of doing in the

twentieth century, that even a lolcat, one of the stupidest creative acts, is still a creative act.

Clay explains that we regard lolcats as an inexplicable novelty because the network on which
they happen is so new. But the drive to share funny or interesting things with each other is a deeply
entrenched human (not to mention animal) trait. So people who shake their heads and say, “Why would
anyone waste their time with this stuff?” don’t recognize that this impulse is nothing new. What’s new is

the scale of the sharing.

Think of the aforementioned watercooler conversation. Or the bulletin board—covered walls of the
college dorm room, festooned with satirical flyers, newspaper cutouts, editorial cartoons, and other
ephemera. | remember as a kid visiting the shop floor where my dad worked, and noticing that he’d
covered a filing cabinet with hundreds of magazine ads and other imagery. He’d used a Sharpie to draw
mustaches and black eyes on the models, or given them speech bubbles, granting the images the ability

to mock his coworkers.



| asked Buzzfeed’s senior editor Scott Lamb how he responds to people who think the world of

memes is a waste of time.

Bad romantic comedies are a waste of time. But very little Internet culture counts as that—as a
waste—for me. First of all, it asks so little of you. Ten to fifteen seconds to scan a post, at most two

minutes for a video? And most memes can be read and understood much faster than that.

It's important to remember that the cost that memes bear is almost nil compared to most other
media. Who has the time for this stuff? Actually, quite a lot of people. Internet memes are bite-sized, and
as more of us become handcuffed to computers throughout the day, these tiny diversions become almost

necessary.

A recurring theme in Shirky’s work is the idea that some human social behaviors have always
existed but are latent until triggered by some new technology that allows humans to express those
behaviors like never before. In many cases, cultural critics shake their heads, claiming that human society
is somehow getting dumber or lazier or more debauched. Clay argues that human behavior is mostly

constant, and what changes is the technology.

This explains why we didn’t see a group like capital-A Anonymous, the pseudopolitical activist
group spawned from 4chan, ten years ago. Clay Shirky mentions the area code hookup threads that pop

up on /b/ from time to time.

The scale at which Anonymous operates would not have been available ten years ago. When you
look at area code hookup threads, the unspoken there is that obviously there’s enough people here in any
given area code that might be on the board. That density wasn’t around ten years ago. People getting

comfortable with this medium takes a lot longer than just rolling the tools out.



Clay draws my attention to Six Degrees, an early social network that had basically the same
functionality as the more popular Friendster, but years earlier. In 1996, there simply weren’t enough
people online to support Six Degrees, and those who were online were not sufficiently acclimated to the
Internet to be comfortable with the sort of commitment to a virtual identity that profile-based social
networks such as Facebook and MySpace demand. Today, a generation has grown up with the Internet,
considering it as much of a given as telephone networks. This generation has pioneered social

networking because a lot of younger people already feel like they are living their lives online.

The Meme Factory

So what does all this have to do with 4chan?

For eight years now, 4chan has been a powerful (if not the powerful) wellspring from which
memes emanate, a no-rules, boundary-less forum where the funniest and most interesting content not
only rises to the top, but is copied, remixed, and mashed up ad infinitum until it becomes an indelible
piece of this ever-shifting new culture. On 4chan, entertainment is no longer passive. It is an interactive,
living organism. 4chan behaves like the Internet, but harder, better, faster, stronger—a whirling

microcosm of creativity. A fetid, bubbling meme pool.

To understand what makes 4chan tick, one must understand the language of Internet memes.
4chan didn’t invent this, and is hardly the only place on the web where memes are born. Many of the
memes featured in this book became viral completely independent from 4chan. But for a period of time

that continues at least up to this writing, 4chan reigns as the web’s primary meme factory.



Discovering 4chan

GROWING UP IN rural Pennsylvania | had little exposure to the outside world, culturally speaking, except
for the piddly local library. My grandparents bought my sister and | our first family computer, a Compaq
Presario with a blindingly fast Pentium Il processor, when | was fourteen. My ninety-year-old grandfather
insisted that familiarity with a computer would define a person’s ability to compete in the marketplace of

tomorrow, but | had one thing on my mind: How do | get this thing to play video games?

Up until then, | had owned a few Nintendo consoles. Pop in a game cartridge and you’re off. There was
no installation of software, no downloading patches. Everything just worked. Not so with this unfamiliar
contraption that miraculously landed in my room (a decision my parents apparently made without
considering the implications of putting what was essentially a free porn machine in an adolescent boy’s
bedroom). Of course, | was terrified at the prospect of divine retribution and celestial shame, and | limited

my racy searches on that computer to victorias secret.com, which still brought unimaginable guilt.

Successfully running an average game on a PC in those days often required hours of detective work. |
trawled tech support pages and dug deeply into hobbyist forums, slowly loading page after page until |

had gathered enough information to get back into the game.

| familiarized myself with dozens of software packages, but | was most fortunate to grow up along with
simple hypertext, the nonlinear, nonhierarchical structure of ideas all connected across millions of blue
sentence fragments. My search for knowledge and entertainment on the web felt like untangling a giant
knot; at times screen-smashingly frustrating and at other times deeply satisfying. | would follow certain
paths across twenty pages, come to a dead end, and then start over from the beginning, following a

different path. Over time | became more adept at finding the fastest routes to the information | wanted,



whether that meant googling various search strings, posting a question on a forum, or browsing massive

downloadable user manuals.

Along the way, | learned basic computer skills. More importantly, | learned how to navigate the Internet, a
skill that would come to define my career. Due to the way information is structured on the web, one can
follow endless rabbit holes of information. This was the dawn of the search engine and Wikipedia, which
together opened my mind to an infinite world of new questions and answers. At some point gaming

became a secondary concern, and | started using the Internet for the Internet’s sake.

Though my mother put strict limits on the amount of time | could spend on the Internet, | had an hour
each day to chat with friends on AOL Instant Messenger, read video game news, and look at funny
photos at places like Fark and Something Awful. I'd boot up the computer, dial up a connection, and open
twenty windows. Then I'd putz around the house, waiting for everything to load (usually about ten
minutes). Then, and only then, would | start the egg timer that my mom used to mark our Computer Time.

The twenty windows would generally keep me occupied for the hour.

Over the next few years | discovered Napster, which opened my ears to indie rock. | became obsessed
with punk music and its associated aesthetic. During those years | read probably thousands of music
reviews and participated in countless forum arguments over the authenticity of certain bands. | got turned
onto indie game development and the software piracy scene. | engaged in conversations about the nature
of art, pop culture, and the web itself. | felt as though | was a part of something to which literally no one |
knew in real life was privy. At home, amid miles of cornfields, | had one neighbor (a middle-aged couple),
but online | was a part of a cadre of critics and tastemakers on the bleeding edge of culture. (Looking

back, | was probably pretty insufferable in those days.)

And then college happened. | went to a tiny liberal arts school a few miles from my hometown. Culturally
speaking, it didn’t have much more to offer, but I fell in with a small group of indie rock geeks. We were

aesthetes, silently projecting an aura of cultural superiority over the normals, who likely never noticed.

One of my friends shared my enthusiasm for the web, though his knowledge of its emerging trends
dwarfed mine. He was the sort of guy who wore a fedora, started a satirical newspaper, and had dreams
of developing a gossip site that would act as sort of a hyperlocal Gawker for our rinky-dink campus.
Perhaps more than our shared love of the web, we had in common a basic desire to be a part of a world

bigger than the one in which our bodies were trapped. We'd talk about New York business moguls and



Silicon Valley upstarts, referring to industry personalities by first names though we were miles away

(geographically and experientially) from either of those scenes.

This friend and | developed a habit for sending each other, via instant messenger, links to funny or
interesting web content. It became a challenge to beat each other to the latest story, and since we were
pretty much the only people we knew who spent most of their waking hours in front of a computer, this

practice continued after college. To this day, we still IM each other stuff.

Sometime in 2006, this guy sent me a link to 4chan—to a gross-out photo of an anime (Japanese
animation) character doing something unspeakable involving at least three bodily fluids. For us, the
Internet was a magical ladder reaching to new heights of the human imagination, but it was also a

hilarious cesspool of depravity.

“Dude, WTF,” was probably my response, incredulity giving way to laughter at the existence of the kind of

mind who would create such an atrocity. “Where did you find this?”

“4chan.org. It’s a gold mine.”

And so began my relationship with 4chan. My friend went on to write, in a blog post for Gawker, one of

the first mainstream reports of 4chan as a growing phenomenon.

4chan users would likely call me a newfag (read on, offended readers) and a lurker. I've rarely ever
posted anything on the site, and | came to the scene relatively late. But what | found on 4chan was a
distillation of what made the web so special. It's wild and weird—a level playing field where physicists and
fathers rub shoulders with horny teenagers and senior citizens who compulsively collect their belly button
lint in mason jars, with photographic proof. To be honest, | often find the place generally repulsive, but

sometimes repulsive things have massive influence.

On 4chan, you never quite know whom or what you’re going to run into. 4chan is like that burnout
teenager who asked you and your childhood friends if y’all wanted to see a dead body down by the train
tracks. 4chan is that kid in your class with Asperger’s who sketched out a hundred-page graphic novel
based on the entire recorded output of the prog-metal band Rush. It’s the lightheartedly sadistic next-door
bully named Sid from Pixar’'s Toy Story. It's Brad Pitt’s Tyler Durden from Fight Club. It's Willy Wonka and

Boo Radley and Johnny Knoxuville all rolled into one throbbing, sweating, oozing gob of id.



4chan is the most fascinating place on the Internet.

But What Is I1?

4chan is an imageboard: a simple message board that allows users to post images in addition to text.

Users can post anonymously, without setting up an account. It’s hosted athtip://www.4chan.org, and was

launched in 2003 by a 15-year-old kid who wanted to provide his online buddies with a place to share

anime.

That’s it.

But somehow, 4chan has evolved into the web’s foremost wellspring of pop-culture output over the last
decade, spawning globally recognized iconography and serving as a base for people who conduct
clandestine operations ranging from stalking cute girls to organizing global efforts of pseudopolitical

“hacktivism.”

As of this writing, 4chan receives 12 million hits monthly, making it one of the largest communities on the
web. No small feat for a site with no marketing budget, no stated mission, no searchable index, no
archives, a userbase that’s famously antagonistic to outsiders, a decade-old user interface, and almost
zero static content. There’s something special about 4chan that keeps people coming back, in

dramatically greater numbers year after year.

“Like it or hate it, 4chan is an important cultural force . . . It is a huge site, and so many Internet memes
are formed there, it's hard to ignore it,” said June Cohen, executive producer of TED Media, the
organization that invited 4chan’s founder to speak alongside impressively credentialed academics,

inventors, and entrepreneurs in 2010.

| could go on telling you about it, but I'd rather show you.


http://www.4chan.org/

4chan in a Day

MOST OF THE media coverage that 4chan has received over the last year has focused on Anonymous
(again, capital A Anonymous). This is the loosely organized hacker collective responsible for a variety of
unrelated pranks, hacks, and protests beginning in 2007. 4chan’s the sort of place where unseemly

characters congregate to plan pseudopolitically motivated mischief. We’'ll get to them later. But what’s it

actually like to be there?

| spent twelve straight hours on the site, documenting my experiences in real time. Everything you're
about to read actually happened as I've presented below. | haven’t added a thing to make it interesting. |

don’t need to.

Take my hand. Call me Virgil.

The Enthusiast Boards

As of this writing, there are 63 boards that make up 4chan.org. When you read about 4chan in the news,

you are most likely reading about /b/, 4chan’s Random board. And for good reason. /b/’s traffic makes up
more of the activity on 4chan than the other boards combined. /b/ is a no-rules board that fosters all kinds
of nasty behavior. | discuss it later in this chapter. But first, some descriptions of the enthusiast boards

found on 4chan that focus on specific areas of interest.



Note: All posts quoted from 4chan and elsewhere are reproduced exactly as posted.

13/ 3DCG

Around the internet thrives the fascination with video games, the gameplay, the story, the graphics.
Especially the graphics, which are the fundamental building blocks of a fully realized virtual world. One
thing fanboys and girls love to do, is make their own versions of the media that they love. That's where 3D

computer graphics comes into play, by using computers to create 3D graphic models.

On 4chan this as many other hobby boards will show, they seem to talk about it more than do it. However
if one looks at the board, they will see various anons posting their latest work or critiquing others

submission.

A lot of the board is dutifully dedicated to perfecting their craft. This board is notorious for have a “fuck off”

attitude for requests.



/a/ Anime & Manga

4chan was originally conceived as a place for anime and manga (comic book) fans to talk about their
hobby and share images from their favorite anime franchises. There are strict rules in place to ban those

who spoil storylines. Not much to see here if you’re not an anime buff.

As someone who has little personal interest in anime, | haven’t spent much time on this board. But anime
has had an important influence on the rest of 4chan, and on Internet culture at large. Anime fandom in the
West exploded with the advent of the Internet. Before the web, fans acquired VHS tapes from pen pals in
Japan and drove for days to get to annual anime conventions. Today’s anime geek has millions of hours
of content at his fingertips, all dubbed, subtitled, and readily available. What's more, he has a deeply
informed network of superfans he can consult 24/7. And if he can’t find some obscure piece of content, he
can inquire at /a/ and likely receive an answer within seconds. Still, the hobby demands a deep devotion,

and this is a favorite place for fans to geek out.

Japanese culture is deeply embedded in underground Internet communities like 4chan, partially because
the initial scarcity of anime in the West drove anime nerds to the web to find information about their hobby
—but also because certain strains of anime lean towards the transgressive, and transgression loves

company.



/adv/ Advice

One of the more recent social experiments on 4chan, the /adv/ board is a crowd-sourced advice column.
Sometimes responses are genuine, even heartfelt. Sometimes they’re snarky and mean, but in a

lighthearted, creative way. A lot of the questions deal with nerds asking help for dealing with girls.

Here’s the top question right now, verbatim:

OK, so here’s my problem. Next fall, | got into my last year of college. I've havent declared a major, but |
can finish either English or Psychology in two semesters. If | go into english, | will go to law school. If | go
into psych, I'm in the long haul for a PHD. | enjoy psych alot, but | want the best for my future family and
I’'m concerned about money.

Advice is requested with the understanding that many of the responses will be trollish in nature. But half
the fun is seeing what kind of creatively terrible advice anon (i.e., lowercase-a anonymous, the
anonymous crowd on 4chan, not to be confused with Anonymous, described above) is able to come up

with.



/an/ Animals & Nature

This board is for photos of plants and animals only, with frequent discussion on how to care for pets and

plants.

The top post:

So | found a baby cat on the streets yesterday, me and a friend brought him home, tried to feed him
some tuna, she didn’t want any of it, but she had some milk. Now I'm keeping her at my house, and, well,
I'd like some advice on what to do now, for getting to shit and pee in one place and food she could eat
that doesn’t go to waste after two hours, and if | should bathe her. She’s got no wounds or anything, but
she was pretty scared yesterday night, crying and getting into my bed and in my sheet, and now she’s
sleeping in a box on my dad’s lap.

D’aww.



/asp/ Alternative Sports

| ASP[ F.LC.

The sports board on 4chan is dedicated for the discussion of sports and athletics, however (to some

mods and janitors) all sports are not equal in fans and some of them would be buried under talks anout

football and soccer.
These sports were given their own place to thrive, and that is this board.

On first glance the majority of the board is discussion about MMA and boxing with extremes sports
sprinkled in for good measure. Due to events on another chan message board website, a whole

community of wrestling fans calling themselves /woo/ moved right on in.

This community this the most active on this board and as such you will see that most of the threads on

here are dedicated to professional wrestling,



/biz/ business & Finance

MOMEY MEVER SLEEPS
AMNMND 2004

In 2013 the internet was meet with the rabid obsession of crypto currencies, or online money. The idea
behind it that it's a 100% secures currency generated from computers running transactions of the
currency between holders of it. In its early days it was used as money for online black markets, but once

the mainstream was told of its value and ease to acquire, it became hot shit,

4chan being the pulse of the internet that it is, was ablaze with talks about it. From board to board, the

talk of it was bukkaked everywhere. What put the discussion on speed was when individuals began



making their own form of online crypto currency; at one point even the internet hare machine had its own

versions in the form of dogecoin (playing off the popular meme.

To clean up the clutter around the site, this topic was contained with a board centering on economics

This board is for the discussion of topics related to business, economics, financial markets, securities,
currencies (including cryptocurrencies), commodities, etc -- as well as topics relating to starting and
running a business.

Discussions of government policy must be strictly limited to economic policies (fiscal and monetary).
Discussions of a political nature should be posted on >>>/pol/. Global Rule 3 is also obviously in effect.

/c/ Anime/Cute

Here is a place for lonely anime nerds to post cute, as opposed to erotic, anime pictures. Bookish girls

with sexy librarian glasses and big eyes dominate the board.
One poster describes his crush with an enthusiasm that perfectly encapsulates the vibe:

For me, attraction is mainly her physical appearance. She looks like a doll or a lollipop with a curl of ice
cream or something on her head. It’s very appealing visually. Also she is good at doing/saying really cute
things, especially things boys like.

But it’s not just about looks. | stumble on one poster who insists that his infatuation with a particular anime
character from a series called Magical DoReMi is based on the strength of her character as depicted in

the show:

A lot of it has to do with her selflessness and personal sacrifice for others. This is best showcased in the

beginning of Sharp when she’s taking care of Hana at night, while still juggling school and her idol work. |


http://boards.4chan.org/pol/

can barely keep up with just school on its own. Her straightforwardness can come in handy sometimes
too.

I’m no psychologist, but it seems the attraction to cute, childlike anime girls is driven by a fear of real
women. These cartoons don’t talk back, they don’t judge, and they’re innocent and trusting. Best of all,

they’re often depicted as being into nerdy guys. The producers of these series’ know their audience.

People throw the word love around quite a bit on this board, and they mean it. To the extent that a human
being can love a cartoon character, these guys (and a few girls too!) do. It’s not just a sexual thrill. One

guy says that such and such a character is so beautiful he could cry, and | believe him.

/cgl/ Cosplay & EGL

This discussion board is for people who dress up like anime, video game, or other fictional characters for
fun. It’s called cosplay (costume-play). If you've ever been to a comic book or video game convention,
you've probably seen these folks—though there are also many conferences dedicated solely to cosplay
culture. Hard-core cosplayers spend thousands of dollars on everything from exotic fabrics to wigs to
comically massive foam swords. There are lots of women hanging around /cgl/. EGL stands for Elegant
Gothic Lolita, a Japanese fashion that looks like modest, frilly Victorian garb, but is very dark and

influenced by punk/goth subcultures.

It might seem at first glance as though there’s something wrong with adults who dress up like comic book
characters. I'm tempted to think from time to time that there’s something unhealthy about cosplay fans,
who obsessively ponder the history of their favorite fantasy characters, who devote most of their free time
absorbing ephemera relating to their hobby, who spend a decent chunk of their disposable incomes

building their identities around their hobby . . . and then | go to a football game.



Affectionately called the seagulls by other 4channers, the inhabitants of this board are massively
egotistical bitchy and passive aggressive. They are female trolls and are a million times more successful

at causing emotional torment than any /b/tard could dream.

/ck/ Food & Cooking

A sample:

Alright, /ck/. 'm on a mission and I’'m not quitting until | succeed. | don’t like eggplant or zucchini. I'll eat
them if | absolutely must, since I'm not a 5-year old, but | do not like them and have never cooked

anything with either of them.

But, there MUST be a way to prepare eggplant or zucchini that | will enjoy. Not tolerate, but actually
enjoy. | want to be able to say, “Fuck yes, | want to eat more of this shit!” So | come to /ck/ for

suggestions on delicious ways to prepare eggplant or zucchini. | will NOT give up and you WILL hear



from me again, either asking for more suggestions or to confirm that I've succeeded in my quest to enjoy
these two vegetables.

4chan’s cooking board allows users to share recipes, kitchenware deals, and cooking tips. It’s all very
macho, as though the boys are attempting to compensate for their interest in a traditionally domestic

hobby.

/cm/ Cute/Male

Another anime board. This one’s full of photos of male anime characters—a gay-male and hetero-female

counterpart to /c/.



/co/ Comics & Cartoons

A home for images and discussion regarding Western comics. This includes everything from superhero
fare to graphic novels to Spongebob Squarepants. The current top thread began with someone writing
“Meanwhile at Taco Bell.” Hundreds of responses follow, each taking on the persona of a comic book

character, writing what, say, Spider-Man would say if he was chilling at Taco Bell.

In more recent years the board has undergrown a massive transformation, what was ounce unbridled
discussion is now smeared with eternal threads dedicated to particular cartoon or comic. Two of
these(now banned because of unbridled shitpisting) was a eternal thread for the web comic homestuck

and the Disney animated movie frozen.



The board is believed by most of 4chan to be the hive of Tumblr and reddit, while some posters are

clearly affiliates of that site, a five minute glance will tell you otherwise.

A hobby of this board is creating OC, and | mean a lot of OC, this board contains the HIGHEST amount of

drawfags on 4chan. These people create a plethora of drawings for the anons on here.

Another pastime of /co/ is with their own fictional comic universe called the coverse or amazing
coventures, where a humanized form of the board (or board tan) goes on comicbooky adventures with

OC superheroes.

The board is also has a massive affinity for flavor of the month waifus and console war esque debates

about superhero moves. One can however read the latest comics threw image dumps.

/d/ Hentai/Alternative

This is where things start to get really weird. Hentai is hard-core pornographic animation. The “alternative”
part means tentacle rape (a slippery fetish that goes back centuries in Japanese art) and a host of other
deviant sexual fantasies played out in ink. Here you will find sexualized depictions of women who are half-
arachnid; cannibalism; and massive, intricately drawn monsters covered in genitalia from head to toe like
some kind of Lovecraftian nightmare creature. The psychology behind these fetishes runs far deeper than

the scope of this book.



Most threads on this board is dedicated to a very specific fetish, futinari. This is a sexual deviancy that
lusts after females with male genitalia. This is a fetish as old and as wide reaching as the internet itself.
With a quick journey into this board, own will be metaphorically slapped in the face with cocks. Anons

here will assure you that this fetish is not homosexual in nature.

If one is more akin to fantasies of the weird and other worldly then threads abound of alien girls or xenos,

robotic women, slime girls, and even creepy and horror inspired porn,

Then for the deviant who focuses on physical features you have grannies, giantesses,

shortstacks(midgets) feet and even inflation of body parts

Also diapers, lots of porn about women in diapers.

/diy/ Do It Yourself,

This place is dedicated to projects that any anon can do by themselves, its more of a ask questions board
then a showoff and plan projects board.

On here one can expect survivalist and outdoorsman ship to be high on the topics of discussion,
absolutely no weapons or bombs however.

/el Ecchi



Ecchi is the soft-core alternative to /d/. So if you’d rather see a Sailor Moon nip-slip than tentacle rape,
welcome. The current top thread is a “pillow” gallery. These are anime girls who are embracing, and

sometimes humping, pillows.

/fa/ Fashion

4chan’s fashion board blows my mind. It's populated by super-stylish people asking each other questions
about $300 dress shoes. | guess not all 4chan users are dragon shirt-wearing neckbeards. A popular
meme on this board is to post a photo of oneself trying on oultfits. It’s like having a room full of stylists
telling you what to wear each morning. Right now someone is giving a hilarious tutorial on how to fold

clothes ("“Don’t use Japanese folding techniques? You don’t know shit about clothes”).

Like the cosplay board, this place is full of assholes and style obsessed schizophrenics



/fit/ Fitness
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Physical fitness tips and photos of weight loss progress are just a few of the discussion topics you'll find

on 4chan’s fitness board. Some are more serious than others.

The anons here are obsessed with improving their bodies to god like physical prowess. They preach the
power of weightlifting squats and eating healthy, especially oats. These people worship there physical

development and openly hate and call for the extinction or genocide of overweight and obese people.

/g/ Technology



GENTOOD
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Of course 4chan has a gadget and tech board. The conversation here isn’t much different than what
you’'d find in the comments section of an average tech blog. Users often post photos of their “battle

stations” (i.e., home computer setups featuring massive screens and gaming peripherals).

however you will find everyone adores open software, hates apple and always suggest people to install

linux and Gentoo.

/gd/ Graphic Design



With web 2.0 on the scene, clip art on a website does not cut it anymore. The internet is covered with
computer mode images, called graphic designs. On this board the topic is dedicated to just that sort of

thing.

If you want to know the content you will find on here, then look at /3DCG/

/gif/ Adult GIF



A place to share xxx GlIFs; the board is generally flooded with porn. GIFs are small animated image files
that are used on 4chan either to isolate a tiny portion of a video clip or to string together several images to

form a slideshow.

/h/ Hentai

Yet another board for sharing hard-core cartoon porn, though this one’s more about Princess Mononoke

having sex with a fellow human being as opposed to a sea monster.

/hm/ Handsome Male



in this place you will find image dumps of men of all shapes and sizes, ages and lengths.

/hr/ High Resolution

Stalking

High-resolution 2D/3D artwork, scans, photography, and images. Mostly safe-for-work eye candy, like
close-up pictures of eyeballs, nature scenes, and cityscapes. People typically use this imagery as desktop

backgrounds.

/int/ International



The board from anons of all the world, posters have flags indicating the country they are posting from

One can expect to find at least one thread dedicated to comparing the average penis size in different
countries, and a lot of “USA rules, UK drools!,” but sometimes /int/ surprises with an informed discussion

about geopolitics or world trade.

This place is overrun with shitposters from Brazil, Russia, and Australia.

With the occasional post from North Korea

/jp/ Otaku Culture



Otaku is a catchall term used to describe people who are obsessed with Japanese pop culture. One
would expect this board to veer into less commonly discussed elements of Japanese culture, but it is

dominated by anime.

The word otaku is derived from the Japanese word for home, and loosely implies that otaku people spend
all their time at home watching anime, playing video games, and otherwise obsessing over nerd culture.
Calling someone “otaku” in Japan is an insult, but in the West the term has been embraced as a badge of
honor among people who possess a passion for all things Japanese. They are stereotyped as basement-
dwelling, unhygienic virgins who sleep with body pillows fashioned to resemble Japanese pop stars,
surrounded by massive collections of action figures and DVDs. On 4chan you can find masses of people
who are into Japanese pop culture, but you can also find a strong anti-otaku vibe. People who post anime

on /b/ are often told to “Go back to /jp/.”

On 4chan, otaku are often called wapanese, or white Japanese, in the same way that white people who
emulate African-American culture are derisively called wiggers. Otaku are also called weeaboos, which is
a term created by a wordfilter—a bit of code that automatically changes one word to another, in this case
instituted by 4chan founder Christopher “moot” Poole—that automatically changed wapanese to
weeaboo. Weeaboo is a reference to a nonsense word from a Perry Bible Fellowship web comic strip that

has nothing to do with Japan or Japanese culture. | suspect moot just thought the word sounded funny.

/k/ Weapons



If you own nine samurai swords, this is the board for you. A popular thread on the front page reads:

guys you have a grizzly charging you at 100 yards what gun do you want and you only have one round
left what cal and what make is it?

There are always a few threads on /k/ that are dedicated to arguing about specific aspects of gun control.

A meeting place for survivalists and massive gun rights activists, one can find a militia and Russian

military inspired atmosphere here.

/lgbt/ Lesbian Gay Bisexual and Transsexual



The Legbutts

Ugbt /"

4chans very own hive of faggots and freak trannies

In reality just as the majority of 4chan anons are weird people, people on this board are the most normal
and kindhearted people with an almost zen like air of calmess. You have people like that talking about

issues that affect the community of these anons

/lit/ Literature

1t/
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Despite being populated by Randroids (Ayn Rand devotees) and sci-fi geeks, 4chan’s literature board is
another that continually surprises with clever content. A common game is “Honest Covers,” wherein
players post Photoshopped images of novels with blunter titles. Nabokov’s Lolita becomes Likeable
Rapist. Hemingway’s The Sun Also Rises becomes Jews Ruin Parties. This board probably has the
highest ratio of quality content to garbage content, since it’s frequented by people who have read at least

one book.



/m/ Mecha

Mecha culture is made up of dozens of different sci-fi universes all based on bipedal fighting robots, like
the zords from Mighty Morphin’ Power Rangers. Mecha vehicles are often piloted by humans, and
anthropomorphized so that fans will be able to bond emotionally with hunks of metal. The genre is

extremely popular in Japan, encompassing feature films, comics, toys, novels, and more.

/mip/ My Little Pony

in the early 2010s you could not go onto the internet without finding art or people with account icons of my
little pony. What made this show popular is anyone’s guess, but it was, and it was everywhere even

4chan,



Curiously enough, most of the fans are men, calling themselves bronies. And they were so prevalent on

4chan that a board was built to contain them.

/mu/ Music

4chan’s music board gives music geeks a platform to engage in the age-old practice of cultural snobbery.
It's dominated heavily by metalheads, the one true music of computer nerds. People post what’s currently
on their turntables, take glamour shots of their hi-fi setups, and create lists upon lists that quantify specific

eras and genres.



/n/ Transportation

Photos and information about planes, trains, and automobiles. Looks like most people use it as a forum to
talk about bicycles. There appear to be some commercial pilots in here talking with some air traffic
controllers. It's of course impossible to verify, but the language they are using implies that the discussion

is legit.

/o/ Auto

Car talk and slick photos of cars. A lot of arguing about the relative merits of NASCAR vs. Formula 1
racing. | once saw a lengthy thread where people debated which parts they’d use were they given the

ability to perform maintenance and repairs on the Batmobile.



/out/ Outdoors and Nature

with cross posters from /k/ and /an/ so prevalent on their boards, and survivalist a growing hobby, it was
decided that a board would be made for that topic. Many threads abound of natural explorers, proving

that this hellhole is only basement dwellers.

/p/ Photography

Personal photography only. Users are encouraged to include a description of when and where photos
were taken along with a description of the camera used. This board has a few fun games, like “Take a

photo of the view from your window.”

/po/ Papercraft & Origami




Dedicated to the ancient Japanese art of folding paper so it looks like cool stuff, usually related to video

games or anime here. 4chan founder moot claims that this is one of his favorite boards.

/pol/ Politically Incorrect

Ounce there was a board about news and politics, but it soon became infested with neo-Nazis and
deleted. But the boards denizens flooded the rest of the site. Months later to contain them, this board was
created. Many people say that here is the remnants of old /b/ and is filled with nazi imagery and nigger
hate.

They hate the Jews and raid the rest of the internet constantly.

/r9k/ Robot9000

This place was originally made with a script that will not allow you to post anything non original, but over
the years it became the place to bitch about life and a watering hole for neckbeard virgins.



/s/ Sexy Beautiful Women

Yet another porn board. This one’s just for soft-core nudes of actual human females, which makes it

something of an anomaly on 4chan.

/s4s/ Shit 4chan Says

Originally an April fool’s joke, this board is the home for shitpisting and new meme creation. Think old

school 4chan without the dark places. Most of the modern memes originated here.



/sci/ Science & Math
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People arguing about science. Trolls trying to rile up math nerds. Kids looking to get quick answers for

their homework. Armchair physicists pondering the nature of time and space.

/soc/ Cams and Meetups
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FOOTEBALL CLUB

SOCIAL @ 4CHAN.ORG

moot posted the following message to 4chan in January 2011:
1. Created to get “rate me,” meetup, report in, cam, etc. threads out of /b/.
2. No whining (aka "BAWWW”) threads.
3. Post only pictures of yourself-not others. This isn’t a camwhore dump board.

4. Per the above rule, nudity is allowed so long as it is of yourself. AGAIN-THIS IS NOT A PORN
DUMP BOARD.

So this board is meant for “Rate Me” threads (“Am | hot or not?”) and “Report In” threads (“All NYCfags
report in!”). More importantly, it was created to remove such social-related clutter from the rest of 4chan.

This board is active, but it hasn’t stopped /b/tards from posting stuff on /b/ that moot would prefer be

relegated to /soc/.

Hookup threads are rampant in /soc/. These threads are kicked off when someone writes, “412 report in!”

Everyone who lives within or near that area code will chime in, and more granular, regional discussion



ensues. In some cases, threads are more specific. People looking for drugs or prostitutes or just buddies

to catch a movie with can find folks within their area codes here.

/sp/ Sports

A place for sports fans to talk sports. Unfortunately this is the 3™ worst board for shitpisting, there claim to

fame is rebelling against the mods and winning
sample:

Hey /sp/, I'd like to have a discussion on stadiums. Specifically, what do you think is the best stadium in
each sport. Seriously give it some thought. The things to take in account can be things like History,

Atmosphere, Design, Location, Amenities, etc.

This is NOT a comparison of teams. This NOT about how one fanbase is worse than another. Its figuring

out whats the best stadium in each sport.

/t/ Torrents



Here people share links to torrents of usually pirated content.

/tg/ Traditional Games

Board games, paper games, war games, card games, etc., go here—another of moot’s favorites. There

always are narrative/role-playing game happening within the board itself.

You are Osyki, newly promoted Totemist and first line of defense for your village against the rabid
Behemoths wandering the land. Your master, the previous Totemist, fell in a battle against a terrible
Basilisk Wyrm, leaving the duty of defending your settlement to you.

The post goes on to explain the different weapons and skills at your character’s disposal. The thread has
over a hundred responses, and the original poster, or OP, acts as a dungeon master, accepting
responses as turns and responding accordingly. It’s unclear if the OP picks a response at random or if
there’s a system in place to decide which of the chiming voices gets to choose the hero’s next course of

action.



You glance around at the assembled items, deciding on one more experiment before you return to the
forest to speak with Boand, the Spring Spirit. You pick the Skull Focus from the pile, holding the long
scrap of Drake Wing in the other hand. Speaking the Ritual of Binding, you close your eyes.

The game boils down to a choose-your-own-adventure with some puzzle-oriented combat mechanics, but

the narrative is as strong as any proprietary role-playing system I've encountered. Epic geekery.

/toy/ Toys

A place to talk about, buy, sell, and trade toys. Mostly action figures and the sort of collectibles so
expensive no actual kid would own them. Remember the Comic Book Guy from The Simpsons? He'd

hang out here. One guy is using it at the moment to find an obscure, beloved toy truck from his childhood.

Having yearned for what was (and still is) one of the most poseable Star Wars figures in the entire line, |
was elated to have acquired a Vintage Collection Commander Gree a few days ago. Much to my
disappointment, his legs were floppy and his movement was severely restricted, so | decided to take him

to the work desk for some modification.

/trv/ Travel



The travel board is mostly made of people asking for travel recommendations. There are a few creeps a-

creepin’. Here’s the current top post:

Looking for a country with you-know-what kind of tourism in place. Is Cambodia any good? Or maybe
Thailand? Any advices? No specifics, of course. We don’t want a ban, do we?
This post is accompanied by a photo of a little girl tiptoeing on her father’s shoes. We are to assume the

poster, possibly a troll, is looking for a country where he can find child prostitutes.

Thankfully, only smartasses reply, although it's possible that this guy is playing along, using ruins as

code:

| will assume that you are talking about old ruins and yes, Thailand and Cambodia has plenty. Ankor Wat
is in Cambodia and is a beautiful sight, but it is best to visit there from a tour in Bangkok because it is just
across the border and cambodia as a country sucks ass. While in Bangkok, you could also check out
Ayutthaya, it is a beautiful place with lots of old wat ruins.

Another simply replies, “Reported.” 4chan is usually pretty self-policing when it comes to this sort of thing.

/tv/ Television & Film



A place to talk about TV and film. As of this writing, actress Elisabeth Sladen, who once played a
character on British TV’s Dr. Who, has just died. A thread commemorating the death beat reports from
most media outlets. A lot of the discussion is dedicated to TV shows that are airing currently. People also
use the board more like a real-time chat room, sharing spoilers, projections, and interpretations about

shows as they unfold. It is also the 2™ worst board for shitpisting, and lolicon. It's a big board, for you.

/u/ Yuri

Somehow, even more cartoon porn. This one’s specifically for soft-core animated images depicting two or

more women.



/v/ Video Games

Well duh. There ain’t much more central to the nerd aesthetic than video games. /v/ is known for being
populated by rabid fanboys who angrily flame and troll each other all day. Because a lot of kids are into
video games, /v/ is often plagued by the most banal discourse. This board is also incidentally famous for
launching the Rickrolling meme. After lolcats, the most recognizable 4chan meme is undoubtedly

Rickrolling.

It was a happy accident. moot instituted a wordfilter which changed the word egg to duck, so when
someone typed the word eggroll in a post, the word duckroll would show up instead. Duckroll became a
silly prank meme when 4chan users started linking their friends to an ostensibly cool site, only to be met

with a picture of a duck on wheels with the word duckroll written on it.

So you’d send a friend a link with, “Hey, check out these new screenshots of the Playstation 4,” but when
they clicked on the link, BAM, duckroll’d. In the spring of 2007, duckroll morphed into Rickroll when
someone posted a link that was claimed to be the hotly anticipated Grand Theft Auto IV trailer, but
instead led the victim to a YouTube page hosting Rick Astley’s 1987 smash hit “Never Gonna Give You
Up.” It was the Internet equivalent of sending someone on a snipe hunt, with a much more immediate

payoff. Beyond the troll, the music video itself was parodied and mashed up thousands of times over.

When moot was voted into the TIME 100 in 2009, Rick Astley wrote a blurb about 4chan.

Before | heard about moot—the mysterious 21-year-old creator of the influential Web message board
4chan.org, who just happened to win Time.com’s online poll to determine the world’s most influential

people—I used to think some young kid had stumbled across my video and thought it would be funny to



send it to his mates, and it just kind of caught on. | suppose at first | was a little embarrassed by it. |
always liken it to when people look through their photo albums or home videos from 20 years ago and
think, Gosh, did | really wear that? The difference is, thankfully on the one hand and perhaps a bit scarily
on the other, mine are out there for the public to see whenever they want. | find some Rickrolls really
funny. Have you seen the one with President Barack Obama? Someone has cut up his speeches and put
them together so that he sings “Never Gonna Give You Up.” It’s totally amazing. | find it bonkers, by the

way!

| visited New York last fall to do a surprise live Rickroll as part of the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade. |
thought it would be a really good and funny thing to be a part of. | called up a few of my friends in the

States, and they said, “You’ve got to do it!” So | did! Thanks, moot.

/vg/ Video Games Generals

Like /v/ but every thread is an eternal thread dedicated of a specific game or game genre

/vr/ Video Games Retro

Llike /v/ but for old school games



/vp/ Pokémon

This is your spot if you're into Pokémon. This forum reveals the surprising complexity of the game, as the
discussions get pretty lengthy and heated. Pokémon is very social. Here people exchange information so
they can battle against each other and trade cards. On /vp/ and a few other boards, using a constant

identity is actually encouraged in order to facilitate trades and meet-ups IRL (In Real Life).

/w/ Anime/Wallpapers

Anime/Wallpapers

Weeaboo wallpapers galore. Lots of sparkles and blue hair.



/wg/ Wallpapers/General

High-resolution images used for desktops. One powerful trend is the “alternative art” movement, in which
artists recontextualize pop-culture icons. For example, what would Mickey Mouse look like in the Star
Wars universe? What would the Mario Bros. do if they found themselves in a world of gothic horror? The

Simpsons recast as anime characters? The Reservoir Dogs, but with boobs?

/wsg/ Work Save GIF

GIFs are found all over 4chan, and increasingly on the web at large, as many blog-commenting platforms
and message boards allow users to submit animated GIFs as comments. Sites like GIF Soup allow
people to easily convert YouTube footage into GIFs so they can share them with friends on blogs and

social networking pages.



Over the last few years I've noticed people using GlIFs in lieu of text to convey an emotional reaction to
someone else’s content. A GIF of Sesame Street’s Bert looking nonplussed is a more concise, clever way
to express one’s reaction than saying, “Wow, | don’t know what to say.” On 4chan, people will post a GIF
image with the caption, “MFW [My Face When] ____.” It becomes a game to find, or make, new GIF

images to represent emotions.

ly/ Yaoi

A one-stop shop for naked male anime characters. Currently there is a “nipple” thread going strong. This

is a thread that features images of cartoon men with extra-good-looking nipples, | guess.

/x/ Paranormal
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Creepypasta, which is a variant of copypasta (content that’s been “copy-pasted” from other sources)
focused on scary or disturbing stories, can be found here, along with information about UFOs and other

paranormal sightings. Right now, there is a heated thread about a spooky “lost” Beatles album:

At a fan event, | managed to follow Ringo after he spoke to the crowd, and eventually had a chance to
talk to him alone as he was leaving the building. He didn’t seem upset that | had followed him, probably
expected a typical encounter with an obsessive fan. When | mentioned the lost aloum though, all color

drained from his face and he started trembling.

When | asked him if he could tell me any details, he sounded like he was on the verge of tears. He
grabbed a piece of paper, wrote something on it, and handed it to me. He begged me never to mention
the album again. The piece of paper had a website address on it, | would rather not say what it was, for
reasons you’ll see in a second. | entered the address into my browser, and | came to a site that was
completely black, except for a line of yellow text, a download link. | clicked on it, and a file started
downloading. Once the file was downloaded, my computer went crazy, it was the worst virus | had ever
seen. System restore didn’t work, the entire computer had to be rebooted. Before doing this though, |
copied the file onto a CD. | tried to open it on my now empty computer, and as | suspected, there was an
MP3 file . . .

But it's more than just campfire ghost stories. Some people spread guides that explain how to summon

demons.

Messeth will not perform any requests unless you offer some kind of payment and will not perform major
requests (making someone fall in love with you). Feel free to ask for relatively simple things like good
luck, a good night’s sleep, confidence to talk to a girl. After making a request, dismith Messeth by saying
“Thank you for your services, Messeth. You are free to leave.” Do you really want a lesser demon
following you around and causing havoc? Don’t forget to dismiss him!

/x/ reminds me of going to camp and hearing stories about people who’'d dare say “Bloody Mary” three

times in front of a mirror or something. | think there was a candle involved?



/il Oekaki
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Oekaki (Japanese for to draw) is a place for 4channers to share their own artwork. Right now a post
reads, “ITT [In this thread]: Draw your favorite actor eating your favorite fruit.” | see images of Robin
Williams munching on an orange. Jack Black eyeing up a pineapple. Simon Pegg requesting an apple,

mate.

Oekaki is a fun board because it's all so immediate. People request drawings and others comply for the
sheer communal fun of it. The distinct topic of each thread limits one’s ability to post old drawings, so you

know you’re getting fresh artwork.

Further down the page, a post reads, “Draw batman with your eyes closed!” There are 85 hilariously
crude responses. In another thread, a man draws fantastically detailed anthropomorphic figures of
countries. The thread opens with Albania, a gaunt, winged figure wearing a ceremonial headdress and

what appears to be period clothing.

A more interesting game is afoot. It's a participatory drawing thread. Someone uploads a simple shape or
sketch, encouraging the board to add to his drawing. The image explodes in a dozen different directions,
some cute, some macabre. Before | know it, the image has been augmented and mashed together with
other iterations. It's an impressive spectacle, as 4channers with wildly varying levels of talent and

imagination work together.

lic/ Artwork/Critique
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Another board for sharing art, only this one allows all kinds of art, including tattoos, crafts, photography,
and more. One man leads an art class. He posts a portrait of a woman and encourages his “students” to
recreate the image using a pencil. Over a hundred people give it a shot. The work on display leans

heavily toward sci-fi/fantasy drawings, but there is some impressive abstract art as well.

/f/ Flash

4channers upload Flash files here, including short videos, games, animations, and interactive stuff like

soundboards and e-cards. You click on a file and you never know what it's going to be.

[ click a random file. It's an animation featuring a Ren & Stimpy-like character doing appalling things to his
genitals to an upbeat J-pop soundtrack. Another is a clip of a cat freaking out at a strobe light. Most of the

content on /f/ seems to be aiming for a WTF reaction.



I click on one more for good measure. It’s called “This is a Short Flash About the Man Who Thought He
Was Bill Murray.” It’s a stick-figure animation about a man who goes around asking people, “Why hello,
how does it feel to be talking to Bill Murray?” They play along, but snicker behind his back. Then one day
he overhears their laughter. “So,” he says, “you don’t think I'm Bill Murray?” Then he begins to shake as
operatic music swells. Hundreds of disembodied Bill Murray heads explode from within him, then dance
around the screen to the epic sounds of a choir. The man turns into a shining ball of light. The heads
encircle him and spin, forming two giant columns. They eventually come together to form one giant Bill
Murray head, peering off into the horizon as the music reaches its resolution. This is the sort of bizarre

humor for which the Internet was made.



/b/, also called random, is 4chan’s most popular board, both in terms of traffic and notoriety. /b/ is
significant because it’s the only board on 4chan that has no rules (the only thing prohibited is committing
or plotting actual crimes, the same rules that apply to any public forum on or offline). There’s no topical

focus, and every day brings new memes, microcelebrities, and drama.

When the mainstream media talks about 4chan, they are almost always talking about /b/ specifically. /b/ is
where the trolls tend to gather in search of lulz, or laughs. (Lulz is a derivative of LOL, or “laughing out
loud.”)

“I did it for the lulz” is a phrase popularized on 4chan, used as a blanket excuse for anything from

lighthearted trolling to heinous real-world bullying.

Lulz is certainly the main reason that most people keep coming back to /b/. Its popularity was built by
bored, Internet-savvy teenage boys. These kids are generally smart, living in suburban wastelands, and
writhing with hormonal energy. What else are they supposed to do? /b/ is the new “railroad tracks down
by the river.” The new “out behind the 7-11.” It's where bored kids craving cheap thrills go to experience
something, anything that might surprise them or subvert their expectations. Of course, teen boys aren’t
the only ones hanging out on /b/. I've personally observed soldiers, pilots, cops, zookeepers (at least,
people claiming to be these things) on /b/. Yes, most people who use /b/ fall into a very narrow

demographic, but the site attracts folks from all walks of life.



Rule #34

People also flock to /b/ to find porn. But wait, aren’t there other boards specifically designated for porn?

Yes, but they don’t take into account Rule #34.
Rule #34 of the Internet

“If it exists, there is porn of it.”

| just saw a drawing of Bart and Homer Simpson engaged in sexual intercourse. You think that’s bizarre?
How about the kid from Shel Silverstein’s The Giving Tree somehow penetrating his deciduous patron?
/bl is a clearinghouse for messed-up porn. The sort of thing that would make any sane person wonder,

“Just who exactly is getting off to this stuff?”

Answer: Probably someone. But not necessarily. Rule #34 has become a game on /b/, whereby someone
will throw out a few pop-culture icons (The Brave Little Toaster and . . . Simon from American Idol!) and a
specific sex act. Depending on the complexity of the challenge, everyone else participating in the thread
will rush to find an image matching the description. If it doesn’t exist, generally some hero will whip

something up in Photoshop, or at least MS Paint.

Of course it’s not all cartoon porn. /b/ has midget porn, bestiality, S&M, all things scatological, people
popping intentionally nurtured zits, people picking noses, men injecting saline into their scrotums until
they’re the size of softballs, girls crushing fruit while wearing stilettos . . . The more bizarre it is, the more

sought after.
Are there really that many deviants out there?

Probably yes, but at some point activity on /b/ becomes less about titillation and more about the thrill of
discovering yet another terrifying demonstration of human deviance. Just when you thought you’d seen it
all, BAM, here is grainy security camera footage of a man having actual penetrative intercourse with a
dolphin in what appears to be a zoo aquarium. You can either retreat in terror or laugh at our shared

human depravity.

There’s a common joke on /b/, where someone will find a photo of a crowd of people with faces contorted

in horror, except for one guy who bears a condescending smirk. “Spot the 4chan user,” says the caption.



The idea is that the average /b/tard has borne witness to so many unspeakable horrors that his general

reaction to things most people find repulsive is a smug grin.

This Is Happening!

Along with that thrill of the unknown comes the feeling that only you and a handful of others are
experiencing something as it's happening. It’s a visceral sensation that solidifies the social bond (i.e., |
was there, man). On /b/, you're thinking, “We are seeing something no one else has ever seen in human
history! This is actually happening!” Of course it's not always exciting, but it happens often enough to

keep people interested.

This sensation isn’t limited to content of a sexual nature. By sheer luck, | once stumbled onto a thread in
which a guy claimed to have just robbed a jewelry store. He provided images of the automatic rifle he

used to hold the place up along with his loot—hundreds of rings.
SUP /b/!
I just robbed a jewelry store with an M4 assault rifle. Feeling excited but kind of scared.

wat [should 1] do now?

The thread was ablaze in minutes. People called him out as a fraud, but no one could firmly dispute his
claims. The gun was real. He even took it apart, performing a fieldstrip to show the bolt carrier, firing pin,
and extractor to confirm the gun’s authenticity. He posted close-up shots of the rings to prove they were
real. Someone found a link to a news story about a jewelry store that had in fact been robbed. We'll never
know for sure, but it seemed legit. Imagine the thrill this moment brought to thousands of bored teens

across the globe. It’s like reality television, but unscripted, uncensored, and interactive.

/b/ has become a place for interesting, offbeat things like this that lack an institutionalized venue that’s

willing and able to display them.

When there isn’t anything exciting happening, people make their own fun. Right now there is a thread

titted “Give yourself from 10 years ago advice.” Responses range from hilarious to heartbreaking.

“Video games will all be the same repetitive shit in ten years so just stop now.”



“FUCKING INVEST IN APPLE.”

“Don’t marry that asshole. Oh, and tell Dad that Mom is going to shoot him and make it look like a
suicide.”
We move on. Here’s an invitation to participate in “Operation Holy Shit.” It's an image of a Quran

accompanied by the following message:

“Do you see this piece of shit right here? Yep, that's a motherfucking quran. It’s the guide radical muslims
use when they want to learn how to be even more hateful. It incites violence against peoples of all
religions. If we ever want peace in this world we must let the extremist muslims know that we will not put

up with their bullshit.

Your mission is to burn a copy of the quran, videotape the burning and post it on youtube. The results will
be intense. Qurans are easy to acquire. Go to your local muslim student association and ask for a free

copy and ask for one at your local mosque.

APRIL 16TH. THE DAY /bo/ FOUGHT AGAINST RADICAL ISLAM.”

This sort of call to action appears now and then on /b/, and is generally what leads the press to believe
that 4chan fosters hatred. Los Angeles Fox affiliate KTTV did an investigative report in 2007 about the
burgeoning Anonymous hacker movement, referring to 4chan as an “Internet hate machine.” 4chan of
course found this hysterical and now many use the moniker as a badge of honor—as well as “hackers on
steroids,” another term used in the report. Most posts like this fizzle out before they pick up any
momentum, but this thread has over two hundred replies in two hours. Sure enough, a few are linking to

videos of Quran burnings. But not everyone is on board. Here, there be moralfags.

“If you carry through with this, inoccent people will die! last time someone did this, 2 sweedish UN
workers got decapitaded.”

One poster suggests that /b/tards sully the holy books of all religions in various ways. Why stop at burning
the Quran when you can defecate on the Torah? The suggestion ends in frustration, with the poster
unable to come up with a way to offend Buddhists. It becomes a game to see who can be the most
offensive. I'd bet that 95 percent of these people have no specific beef with Islam, they’re just doing it for
the lulz. These calls to action can be as far-reaching as “Let’s bring down Islam” and as personal as “Let’s
all post nasty messages on the Facebook page of this girl who rejected me.” Anyone can put together

one of these posters.



This effort, as almost all calls to action on 4chan do, went nowhere. There was no media coverage. The
operation was dead in the water. When a particular cause fails to garner support on /b/, people will
respond, “/b/ is not your personal army.” This usually results when people try to harness the trolling power
of /b/ so they can terrorize someone who called them fat. /b/tards need motivation to attack, and some

random guy’s personal agenda usually doesn’t cut it.

Nggrfggts, One and Ali

4chan users often call each other names with the suffix -fag. Christians are called Christfags. New 4chan
users are called newfags. Let’'s examine the term moralfag, used to disparage people who express
reservations about the antisocial behavior outside of 4chan. They are often called enemies of the lulz for

claiming that /b/ has gone “too far.”

The idea is that these people love morality so much that they are “gay for it.” The reference is
sophomoric, but in most cases it's not meant as a direct slur against homosexuals—/b/tards will often
refer to themselves as being oldfags (veteran users) but the implicit meaning is there nonetheless.
Another term bandied about quite frequently is nigger, which is used to describe just about anything.
Some enterprising linguists have combined the two most offensive words in the English language
together to form the repugnant moniker niggerfaggot, a term so succinctly offensive that | can almost

appreciate its elegance. Almost.

| talked to Lisa Nakamura, the director of the Asian American Studies Program and professor in the
Institute of Communication Research and Media and Cinema Studies Department at the University of
lllinois, Urbana-Champaign. She’s written at length about racial identity on the web in several books. We

talked about the rampant use of racial and homophobic slurs on 4chan.

They want the benefit of the shock value or the ability to anger people but they don’t want to be
responsible for what they actually said, which is not fair. The line between someone who is a racist and
someone who behaves like a racist is pretty thin, especially in online discourse, where pretty much what
you write is what you are.

“Have you ever seen the movie Office Space?” she went on. She reminded me of a scene in the film
where a white office drone blasts gangsta rap music from his sensible car’s stereo while stuck in traffic on

his way to work. He raps along to the violent lyrics, caught up in the dynamic beat, when he spots a black



guy selling flowers, walking towards his vehicle along the median. He panics, locking the door and turning

down the music until the harmless guy passes out of earshot.

“That’s 4chan,” laughs Nakamura.

A lot of people are happy to consume the media products and enjoy the spectacle of “blackness” or kung
fu movies. But the reality of people of color is not often something people want to confront at all. A lot of
disenfranchised, disaffected white people feel like they’re also fighting the man, they’re also on the edges,
but in some really important way they’re not.

I've personally observed that homosexuality seems to be much more accepted on 4chan than non-
whiteness. You can’t last ten minutes on /b/ without coming across a thread devoted to gay porn or cute
boys or even friendly, accommodating discussion about the homosexual lifestyle. Whereas, the US

seems to have gotten over its fear of racial minorities to a much larger degree than its fear of gays.

| believe, along with writer and NYU professor Clay Shirky, that this is because gays are members of
every community. There is no explicit gay-straight segregation, at least not in the Western world, yet there
are still miles and miles of geography that contain people of only one race. When the people from these
areas come face to face with people of other races on places like 4chan, it can get ugly. Secondly,
minorities are so infrequently open about their race on 4chan that any time they prove their identity with a
time-stamped photo, the thread inevitably veers to responses like, “Whoa, a black guy on 4chan?!”

There’s no guarantee of tolerance on /b/.

And yet, | keep coming across minorities there, and at many Anonymous-organized protests. | spoke
about 4chan hate speech with author and journalist Julian Dibbell, whose pioneering coverage of troll
culture has appeared in Wired, The New York Times, and elsewhere. He agrees with Nakamura that the
reception of racist content is more important than the intent of the “fake racist.” But he feels that once
people enter the world of 4chan, the perspective of the receiver adjusts along with the trollish intent of

those who would post racist content.

The racist stuff would not keep coming up if it didn’t have a charge to it. But once you enter into the world
of 4chan and you’re able to recognize what the intent is, you're able to recognize that it's different. | used
to wonder why the minorities that I've spoken with hang out on /b/ and are a part of Anonymous. And you
look on the board and you start to realize the kind of game that’s going on.

That’s a key word, game.



Blink And You Miss It

Moving on, we see a weed hookup thread, in which people post their location and contact info in order to
score or sell pot. Another thread reads, “Ask a German Anything,” wherein people inquire, “Why must

your country be so awesome but your language sound so angry and phlegmy?”

“Ask Me Anything” posts are popular on 4chan. I've seen police officers, soldiers in Iraq, transvestites,
prostitutes, midgets, scientists, ex-cons, porn actors, people who have attempted suicide, and roadies for
popular bands post AMAs. It’'s a fun way to peek inside someone’s life, though you can never be
completely sure of the authenticity. People ask very specific questions in order to prove the veracity of
AMA claims. In a few hours, I'm going to post my first AMA: “Ask a Guy Who Is Writing a Book About
4chan Anything.” Should be fun!

Upon refreshing the page, | see an adult diaper fetish thread, an “America > Europe” thread, and an
argument about gay marriage. There has been a running joke on the web since the advent of social
networking that by the time you’ve caught up on your Facebook news feed, RSS reader, Twitter, Tumbilr,
Reddit, and whatever else, your Facebook news feed is already full of fresh content again. You could

spend your entire day (your entire life!) reading updates on content aggregators and social networks.

One of the most striking things about 4chan, especially on its /b/ board, is that you can refresh the page a
few seconds after it loads and be presented with an entirely new page of content. Unpopular posts are

deleted in just a few minutes.

When a person adds to a discussion thread, it “bumps” the thread to the top of the board. The 4chan FAQ

reads:

All threads have a set bump limit (varies board to board). When this limit is reached, a thread will no
longer “bump” to the top of the board, causing the thread to descend through the pages until it is marked
for deletion and pruned. This method of post-limiting, while sometimes inconvenient, assures that content
is kept fresh on the boards.

If no one is bumping the thread up to the top, it will descend to the bottom of the board, soon to be
deleted. 4chan keeps no archives, so if you miss something, you miss it forever, unless someone’s saved

it on their hard drive or posted it somewhere else online.



Picture 4chan like a moving stream with kids placing boats made out of newspaper (these are the
discussion threads) in the water. When someone posts something uninteresting, the thread behaves like
a boat that’s left to float down the stream until it eventually drops off a waterfall, never to be seen again.
When someone bumps a thread by posting, it's as if a kid picks up the boat and places it back at the
mouth of the stream. If enough people post in a thread, the boat can live on that stream for as long as a

few hours—but will eventually, inevitably, be left to reach the edge of the waterfall.

Even the most popular posts are deleted, creating a perpetual churn of new information. Trying to capture
it all would be missing the point. You just jump in somewhere and climb out when you get bored. There is
no hierarchy of content to help you find the best bits. You can’t search or filter the content in any way. The
site flies in the face of every user experience trend and rule that’s ever been codified. It's just a massive,
unorganized jumble of unrelated information. Your experience with 4chan at any given moment will be

completely different from someone else’s, even if you're on the same board.

4chan users deal with the ephemerality of content by maintaining “/b/ folders,” which are collections of
previously posted favorite images, GlIFs, and copypasta that they keep on their hard drives. In the years
before the rest of the web started documenting meme culture (in Know Your Meme, Memegenerator,
etc.), having a stockpile of /b/-worthy images on hand was essential. Sometimes /b/tards play a game
where someone will write, “Post the fourth image in your /b/ folder,” or “Post the scariest image you have

in your /b/ folder.”

| spoke with a 4chan user who goes by Jkid, who recently created a wiki site called Yotsuba Society
(Yotsuba is Japanese for 4channel), which he envisions as a database of information about chan culture,
managed by a team of die-hard “chanthropologists.” Yotsuba Society, according to Jkid, is made for

people who are deeply into imageboard culture, not just lulz. | asked Jkid about his /b/ folder.

There are many rare pictures that you can’t find on Google search. What you see on 4chan, even on the
slow boards, you may not see for a long time, if ever. That's why | archive every thread I click on.

Jkid calls this impulse the “prime imageboard directive.” He sees himself as a historical archivist, having
collected over 87 gigabytes of material from 4chan alone. He also collects information from other chan
boards. Eventually he hopes to document the history of chan culture, from the perspective of the
moderators behind the scenes. He manages a volunteer staff of nine, all who hope to create value for the

community by documenting their corner of the web.



Another way /b/tards preserve 4chan culture is by submitting particularly epic threads

tohttp://www.4chanarchive.org, a site that accepts user submissions and allows the community to vote on

a given thread’s worthiness for inclusion in the archive. It basically serves as a “best-of-4chan” collection,
and browsing the site can in some ways be a much more fulfilling experience than slogging through
4chan. | often feel that one must trudge through miles of garbage on /b/ to find the occasional gem—
though perusing old threads at 4chanarchive lacks the suspense of seeing stuff go down in real time.
4chanarchive not only saves the page, but all of the images hosted on the page as well. According to the
FAQ, the site receives between six thousand and eight thousand daily unique visitors. The top viewed
thread on /b/ right now at 4chanarchive is “Men laughing alone with fruitsalad.” /b/tards have collected
dozens of stock photo images featuring men laughing while eating fruit salad. | can’t not laugh as | scroll

down the page, seeing these cornball shots with the same bizarre theme.

The MIT Computer Science and Atrtificial Intelligence Lab and University of Southampton researchers
recently performed a comprehensive analysis of 4chan’s anonymity and ephemerality called “4chan

and /b/: An Analysis of Anonymity and Ephemerality in a Large Online Community.” They collected data
for two weeks, compiling 576,096 posts in 482,559 threads. Their findings confirm how different the 4chan
experience can be for everyone involved. Researchers discovered that the median life of a thread is just
under four minutes. The most ephemeral threads last less than thirty seconds, often due to being posted
at a high-volume time of day and inciting no replies. Furthermore, the median thread spends just five
seconds on the first page over its lifetime. Only posts that are able to grab the attention of the group have
any chance of staying on the front page for any length of time. They also found that /b/ hosts thirty-five
thousand threads and four hundred thousand posts every day. Most shocking, 43 percent of posts get no

replies at all—nearly half of everything posted to /b/ is summarily ignored.

The study also examined the subject matter of the threads, broken down this way.

e 27% Themed—“ITT, we post pictures of ex-girlfriends.”

e 19% Sharing—"“Check out this lizard that was on my front porch this morning.”

¢ 10% Questions—*I just got a $300 Christmas bonus and | want to spend it all on Amazon. What

should | buy?”

e 9% Personal Info Sharing—“This is my new motorcycle. Does /b/ like?”


http://www.4chanarchive.org/

e 8% Discussion—"What does /b/ think about the new World of Warcraft expansion?”

e 8% Request for ltem—"“Does anyone have any high-res Green Lantern screenshots?”

* 7% Request for Action—"This is the phone number of the jerk who stole my girl. Make me

proud, /b/.”

e 5% Meta—*/b/ sucks these days. Full of newfags.”

6% Other.

Back to /b/. | refresh the page again, and I'm presented with a dozen new threads. The one on top

features a beautiful feline in repose and reads:

My cat tiga died today /b/. She was 15. A mean mother fucker but | still loved her. Can it be cat teim?

The thread already has over 150 responses. People post condolences along with photos of cute cats.

Cats, Camgirls, and Comics

Speaking of cute cats, | should probably mention here that they are one of 4chan’s defining obsessions. If
| come across someone who’s never heard of Internet memes, the first thing | usually say is, “Have you
ever seen lolcats?” That's because it's not only the biggest thing to come out of 4chan, it's the undisputed

biggest Internet meme.

Here’s the idea: A humorous photo of a cat accompanied by a caption written in a pidgin English derived
from rushed IM speak. The stupidly funny broken English coupled with the inherent cuteness of the cat
images made for a viral phenomenon. lolcats were dumb, catchy, and approachable enough that anyone

could pick up on the humor after seeing a few.

lolcats first showed up on 4chan in 2005 as a cute joke contrasting with the site’s usual stream of gross-
out content, but they did not achieve cultural ubiquity until 2007, when Ben Huh

bought http://www.icanhazcheezburger.com and formed the site around lolcats. Now there are millions of

lolcat images all over the web, generating millions of dollars. And it all came from /b/’s “Caturday” tradition

of posting cute captioned cats each Saturday.


http://www.icanhazcheezburger.com/

Ah, here’s a big 4chan obsession: a camgirl thread. The words camgirl or camwhore describe a girl on the

Internet who attracts the attention of men by using her beauty for fun or profit.

Girls on 4chan will post photos of themselves on /b/, usually holding up a piece of paper (or sometimes
drawing directly on their bodies with a Sharpie) that reads something along the lines of “APRIL 5TH,
4:47PM Sup /b/” in order to prove the authenticity of the photo. Without this accompanying message,
people will immediately claim that it’s just some guy posing as a girl with a random photo he found on the
web. But with a time stamp indicating that it's happening right now, they start bleating “TITS or GTFO [get
the fuck out].” This practice is considered proof of authenticity, and girls need it more than anyone, since
the 4chan adage “There are no girls on the Internet” suggests that anyone claiming to be a woman is

actually a man either trolling or getting a sexual thrill out of posting as a woman.

After proving her identity as a female, the girl will generally tease the boys for a while, removing one
article of clothing at a time, or responding to various requests. The thread eventually expires when there’s
nothing left to show, and the boys move on to the next camgirl to come along. Of course, these girls don’t
always disrobe. Sometimes they just show up for the attention and leave after posting a few innocent

pics.

Some camygirls become famous. Some of them are known for being drop-dead gorgeous while others
gain attention by being quirky and weird. Whatever the reason, these camgirls often become 4chan
microcelebrities. They are given nicknames and love to show up once in a while, presumably for a self-

esteem boost.

4chan’s relationship with women is weird and sad. Some use the word cumdumpster as a synonym for
female. Girls even refer to themselves this way. When women appear on 4chan, the men bombard them
with commands to disrobe or perform sex acts, but the moment they deliver the goods, they are booed off

stage. (Then again, so are men who have nothing interesting to offer.)

| asked Lisa Nakamura what she thinks about the term.

Part of trying to blend into a transgressive social group is trying to prove that you’re more transgressive
than them. This is a technique of countering sexism by applying it to yourself first. | don’t think it's a
harmless practice. | think it's a form of self-abasement that’s pretty similar to what women often have to
do in the military, which is a heavily masculine environment. The only way to show that you deserve to
belong in a masculine environment is to insult yourself so other people can’t do it. It’s kind of a preemptive

sexism. You protect yourself, but it's the same thing; you’ve just been co-opted into doing it first.



In early 2009 a teen girl calling herself BoxxyBabee (real name: Catherine Wayne) uploaded a series of
videos on YouTube that featured her face against a black background, yapping for five minutes about
virtually nothing. Her spastic delivery and cutesy demeanor resembled a hyperactive anime girl, and she
was quickly declared by many to be The Queen of /b/. This distinction brought not loyalty, but hostility,
stalking, and threatening phone calls. The response on 4chan was so strong that Boxxy did something

few in her position are able to do: she left the Internet. For a few years, anyway.

Boxxy resurfaced in November 2010 on an anonymous imageboard called Unichan in order to promote
an eBay auction. She was selling a bag and wanted to drum up some buzz. She posted a photo of her

holding a placard reading “lwayne202@comcast.net” (presumably so 4chan users could send her cash

directly through Paypal) and the message “I'm sorry i’'ve been so scared. | LOVE YOU! <3” along with the
date and time stamp to prove her authenticity. Touched by her return, some anons launched “Operation
Give to Boxxy Till it Hurts,” urging 4chan users to send Boxxy cash. /b/tards bid the bag up to tens of

thousands of dollars, eBay naturally canceled the auction, and Boxxy disappeared once again.

Boxxy’s place in 4chan mythology is solidified among a long line of young women who have caught the
attention of /b/ for being both supercute and superannoying. More recently, the teen pop sensation
Rebecca Black was targeted by 4chan trolls. Black achieved instant global celebrity, partially on the
strength of hatred coming from 4chan, since the mainstream media was able to position the story as a

young girl’s triumph over cyberbullying.

Black’s mother paid a few thousand bucks to a vanity record label called Ark Music Factory, which
specializes in recording saccharine pop songs sung by precocious tweens. In exchange, Ark wrote,
produced, and recorded a pop song for Rebecca along with an accompanying video. The result was
“Friday,” a teen ode to good clean weekend fun. Within a few days, Rebecca went from suburban
anonymity to YouTube oddity to global pop sensation. And it annoyed anons to no end. They launched
Operation Black Friday, encouraging /b/tards to fax bestiality porn to Rebecca’s school under her name,
attack Ark Music Factory’s website, flood her YouTube channel with antisocial comments, and find out

where she lived. Nothing noteworthy came of these efforts.

The minimal press coverage of 4chan that I've seen over the last few years focuses primarily on the idea
of 4chan as a racist and homophobic hate group. The words faggot and nigger are used so frequently,
and in situations so far removed from a hateful context, that at times it’s almost difficult to see them as

slurs. People open conversations with “Greetings, faggots . . .” or “Have any of you niggers heard the new


mailto:lwayne202@comcast.net

Metallica album?” The use is so indiscriminate that regular users might see them as terms of endearment.

It's as if they’re saying, “We’re all faggots and niggers here.”

I’'m reminded of punk poet Patti Smith’s “Rock and Roll Nigger,” which defiantly declared, “Outside of
society, that's where | want to be,” going on to declare that Jesus Christ, Jackson Pollock, and even
Grandma were niggers too. Remember, most 4chan users are computer nerds. The language operates
as a way for 4chan users to bond over their shared status as social misfits, friendly monikers for those

who see themselves as marginalized.

Lisa Nakamura is skeptical.

Comedians like Richard Pryor and Paul Mooney have done pretty high-profile interviews about why
they’ve chosen to stop using the word nigger, even though they have pretty rich comedic histories of
using them. People who make the argument that the words are harmless are often white people. | tend to
take this argument a little more seriously when it’s coming from minorities.

| refresh /b/ again and find:

Lets make a thread where you go wikipedia and select random article, whatever comes upp, that will be
the new name of your dick. ill start: Chateau Grand-Puy-Ducasse . . .

Further down the page | spot a RageToon thread. These are four-panel comics that highlight subtle things
that enrage everyone. They showed up on 4chan in late 2008 and have become one of the most

recognizable Internet memes, expanding to places like Tumblr and Reddit.

The comics start with three blank panels and a fourth featuring a crudely drawn, screaming face with the
caption, “FFFFFFFFFUUUUUUUUUU-" The artist fills in the first three panels with something that is
typically enraging, like when you accidentally rip into a page of notebook paper while removing the
perforated edge. They’re simple, catchy, and infinitely shareable because they touch on commonly held
but seldom-discussed frustrations. Because they’re so easy to create, their stick-figure template has

spawned dozens of variations, including:

e  Stoner Comics—Hilarious stories about pie-eyed misadventures.

e Troll Physics—Pseudoscientific explanations for impossible physical phenomena.

e Everything Went Better Than Expected—The opposite of RageToons.



e Forever Alone—A guy in humorous denial of his loneliness.

These are just a handful of examples. Today the form stars a cast of characters numbering several
dozen. The important thing about these comics is their status as exploitables, or images that serve as
semiblank canvases for the imagination of the hivemind. An exploitable could be a man’s face with a
blank thought bubble overhead; everyone can fill in the bubble with their own text. It's kind of like the New

Yorker caption contest. It becomes a game to creatively fill in the blanks.

And it doesn’t stop at text. Photoshop wizards augment the imagery itself, for hilarious results.
Exploitables allow anyone to engage in the communal meme pool that is 4chan, with a very low barrier to
entry. All you need is some basic image-editing prowess and a sense of humor, and you too can achieve
maximum lulz. Some of the comics that come out of these threads surpass anything I've seen in the

Sunday funnies.

A Meme Pool For Participatory
Culture

There are many words used to describe this kind of interactive entertainment. Some call it riffing; others
call it remixing. Media scholar Henry Jenkins calls it participatory culture. Before the web, most content
was produced by professional content producers and broadcast by professional broadcasters until it

reached you and millions of other consumers. The web has obliterated that process.

Consider a recent meme called Nyan Cat, aka Pop Tart Cat. Nyan Cat is an animation depicting a cat
with a Pop Tart body flying in space with a rainbow contrail. It was originally posted to a comics site, then
made its way to Tumblr in GIF form. Someone else set it to a hyperactive electronic pop song created
with a vocal synthesizer that sounds like a person saying “nyan nyan nyan” over and over, and uploaded
it to YouTube. Then 4chan and Internet culture blogs like Buzzfeed picked it up. Since it was uploaded,
someone mashed it up with heavy metal band Slipknot’s music video for “Psychosocial.” Dozens of
alternate animations and parodies were created. A bunch of musicians independently covered the song
with piano, guitar, and Japanese lute. There’s a dubstep remix. There’s a video of a guy on an exercise
bike dressed up as Nyan Cat, pedaling to the music. There is a Nyan Cat flash video game. Between the

image parodies, video mashups, audio remixes, games, and other references, the flying cat with the Pop



Tart body is a memetic sensation with tens of thousands of iterations—and it’s only been viral for a

month, as of this writing.

Another example of participatory culture is Advice Animals, which also began in 4chan but has seeped
out into the broader web. The Advice Animals are some of the most visually arresting and immediately
satisfying image macros on 4chan, and, like Ragetoons, have expanded to places like Reddit and Tumblr.
It all started with Advice Dog, a cheerful puppy against a bursting rainbow backdrop. Nothing could be
cuter. And then, you read the caption, which consists of two lines; a command above and below the dog’s

adorable face:

STEAL THE CANDY

FROM THE MEDICINE CABINET
The cutesy image of a dog juxtaposed with horrific “advice,” made for a powerful meme. Then came

Courage Wolf, a snarling beast that offers extreme platitudes:

THE DOCTOR SAID IT WAS CANCER

| CALL IT A CHALLENGE
And Insanity Wolf:

YOU SAY KIDNAPPING

[ SAY “SURPRISE ADOPTION”

And Courage Pup, a miniature version of Courage Wolf:

DAD SAYS NO LUNCHABLES

PUT IN CART ANYWAY
The meme soon expanded to include dozens of other animals and people. There’s Bachelor Frog, a

stereotype of the slacker lifestyle:

CAN'T HEAR TV

CHEW CHIPS SLOWER

Business Cat, who spouts business cliches:

I NEED YOU TO STAY LATE TONIGHT



WE REALLY HAVE TO CATCH THAT RED DOT

And Socially Awkward Penguin, who's always saying the wrong thing at the wrong time:
WAITRESS TELLS YOU TO ENJOY YOUR FOOD

SAY “YOU TOO”

And so on. Now there are millions of variations of the Advice Animal meme encompassing Hipster Disney
Princesses, OCD Otter, and more. They usually derive their humor in one of two ways: Either they speak
universally recognized but seldom spoken little truths, or they rely on pure shock value. The closest pop-

culture equivalent to these diptychs would probably be editorial cartoons.

I've described just a few of the simpler visual memes. They’re not examples I'd point to if | wanted to
demonstrate the intellectual vibrancy of the medium; they’re just case studies in virality. Nyan Cat is not

only a video, but an experience in which thousands of people are actively participating.

Today, most consumers have the ability to be producers, and communication channels no longer move
information in just one direction, from few to many, but can move information back and forth and back
again. Pieces of content rub up against one another in melting pots like YouTube, DeviantArt, Tumblr,
and Reddit. Users recut their favorite films, make custom music videos for new pop songs, and develop
sprawling fan fiction based on beloved literature. The experience of consuming entertainment is now only
part of the fun. Today, we can make the entertainment our own, and it happens nowhere more

dynamically than at 4chan.

Mini-Games

“You Barf You Lose” reads the description of a newly christened thread. Accompanying this caption is a
photo of a corpse; the top half, anyway. Threads like this are called “gore threads.” The object of this
game is to find revolting images featuring mutilated bodies, autopsy photos, animated GIFs of suicides
caught by security cameras, and so on. Gore threads are a parade of death and dismemberment,
drawing on the adolescent male impulse to gross out one’s friends. Perhaps it’s a way to laugh in the face

of death. Maybe it’s just the visceral thrill of seeing something you’re not meant to see. Call it /b/-horror.

“You Barf You Lose” is only one of the many iterations of the “You Lose” games. The most popular is
“You Laugh You Lose,” in which players compete to post the most hilarious, freshest images. In “You

Bawww You Lose,” players post the saddest pictures they can find in order to make people bawww, or



cry. One that immediately comes to mind is a devastating image of a loyal dog lying next to a body bag,
presumably his recently deceased owner. “You Rage You Lose” has people posting links to pages
containing troll-baiting content, like some 14-year-old kid’s ADD YouTube rant about libertarianism or a

woman complaining about misogyny in the workplace.

One of the more fascinating games is “You Fall In Love You Lose,” which pits players against each other
to find not so much the hottest girls, but photographs of women that they’d like to hold hands with while
strolling along a promenade. It’s interesting how these /b/tards, who have long been desensitized to the
most extreme forms of pornography, tend to gravitate toward photographs that depict women as innocent,
carefree, and generally wholesome. The girls featured prominently in these threads are almost always
fully clothed. There are several more “You Lose” games, all designed to elicit strong, specific emotions
such as nostalgia, lust, or bewilderment. 4chan is defined by its users’ desire to outdo each other, and

these threads capture that mentality.

Another example of a game 4chan likes to play is called “Delicious Cake.” Someone will post a crude MS
Paint drawing of a man and a cake separated by whirling blades, deadly spikes, monsters, pits of lava,
and the like. Then everyone else in the thread will augment the image, explaining how they will overcome

the obstacles in order to acquire the delicious cake.

There’s also “3 Items That Make the Cashier Wat.” Wat is a catchall response to anything mind-blowingly
bizarre. It’s like saying “What?” but comes across as more deadpan. The challenge here is to come up

with three items that would freak out a cashier. Some examples:

e A pregnancy test, a metal clothes hanger, a goldfish.

e A wooden crate, a rope, and an ice-cream cake.

¢ A hunting knife, duct tape, six boxes of Lunchables.

The best ones don’t imply gross sex or murder, like “A box of Cheerios, milk, and a single spoon.”

Other games include “Make This Face,” “Read The 3rd Sentence on the Last Page of the Book Nearest
to You,” and “Finish This Drawing.” New games are being created every day. The /b/ community is

constantly coming up with new ways to defeat boredom.



You’re just as likely to come across a thread with guys comparing pictures of their dicks as you are an
example of wildly creative storytelling or deep philosophical debate. It’s true that the lion’s share of

content on /b/ tends to be sophomoric, but it is random after all, so there are pleasant surprises.

Delicious Copypasta

Here we go. I've just found some copypasta, which is content that’s been “copy-pasted” from other

sources. | know it’s old content because | googled it and found a match.

Okay so | am starting to have a panic attack because | am afraid the fucking FBI is going to kick my door
down any second so if this is my last post on /b/ | hope it’s epic. To start it all off | live in a pretty quiet,
secure, suburban town. | have a cat that | love more than life itself and a neighbor that is dumb as fuck.
next door to me lives a New Family that just moved in a year ago or so, they have a child thats probably
18 months or so old. This kid is the fucking devil. He has cause more problems than any other kid | have
ever heard of. Anyway, | have observed on several occasions the child torturing my cat. The parents let
the child play outside alone quite a bit, | imagine they supervise from the kitchen or patio, | can never
really tell from my vantage point, | just assume so since the child is so young. | have seen my cat (who is
so friendly he literally goes up to everyone he see’s and rubs against them) wander over to the child and
get friendly only to witness Satan smaching the cat, punching him, ripping out clumps of fur, and grabbing
his tail and not letting go. The cat is so nice that he doesn’t even try to attack the child, just squirm away
in pain as best he can. | always have to run outside and save my cat, but there have been times this
happened when | was not around. Now | know this makes my cat look stupid but the fucking kid actually
goes out there trying to catch him, my cat learned from the first encounter but since then his parents have
given the child some cat nip and other such treats to try and lure that cat over. So finally | snapped today

after | saw the kid throw a rock at my cat. It hit him on his hind leg and | imagine it's broken, | saw the cat



limp away whining with his leg literally being dragged behind him. | went on my computer and pulled up

Earth Caller.

| called up the neighbor (I knew the mother was the only one home). And as soon as it started to ring |
played some music on my computer near the mic and bolted out the door. | ran to the back yard, looked
in the window and saw the mother with her back turned walking to the phone. | snatched the kid and
bolted out of there. | know she did not see me. | cupped his mouth so the bastard would not make any
noise. | ran inside and grabbed a black trash bag from my house. | literally stuffed the fucker in there and
went for my car in the front. | threw the bag in my car and drove off non-chalantly. | drove for a while and
got out in a wooded area and literally just through the bag in the woods. The kid screamed so loud. | herd
the thud and then took off. | went to a friends house from there so | had some kind of alibi and then |
came home and started typing this. Am | fucked /b/? | am pretty sure the kid is dead . . .

People make up freak-out tales like this, and responses range from ironic support to outrage to bored

yawns. Some of them turn out to be elaborate shaggy-dog stories.

Copypasta is also used as a template for riffing. Consider the Bel-Air meme, based on the lyrics of the
opening theme of Will Smith’s sitcom The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air, which are recontextualized in different

situations.

They’ve been remixed for Darth Vader:

Now this a story all about how

My life got flipped turned upside down

And you should take a minute just listen to this

About how | became apprentice to the Dark Lord of Sith.

In West Tatooine | was born and raised . . .

You get the idea. Here’s another version, spoken like a caricature of a real British gentleman.

To begin, this is a tale of how my very existence was twisted and transformed in a most peculiar way.
Please have a seat, for | wish to take a moment to relate to you the fascinating odyssey which ultimately
led to my reign as the Prince of Bel-Air. | was sired and reared in West Philadelphia. As a lad, most of my
time was spent at the neighborhood recreation center where | would laze about and relax in a most

charming manner—that is, when | was not engaging my chums in a friendly game of basketball at the



schoolhouse. Around this time, two young hooligans had begun to stage a campaign of vandalism and
intimidation in my neighborhood. When my mother discovered | had had a bit of an altercation with the
ruffians, she insisted | leave town at once and take up lodgings with my aunt and uncle in Bel-Air.
There are hundreds, maybe even thousands, of these things. Any time a major news event occurs
centering on a specific person, some /b/tard will inevitably create a Bel-Air meme to commemorate the

event.

Know Your Trolls

Now is probably a good time to explore the world of trolls. Trolling is the act of agitating or fooling people
for fun under false pretenses. It's derived from fishing lexicon, in which trolling refers to slowly dragging a
baited hook or lure from a moving boat in order to simulate the natural movement of, say, a minnow, in
order to trick a fish. The modern definition may also come from the mischievous trolls of European

folklore. 4chan didn’t invent Internet trolling, but 4chan attracts trolls like no other community before it.

There are a few types of trolls:

The Deceiver—Tries to get you to believe something that’s not true.

e The Know-nothing—Pretends to be dumb so you waste time explaining something. Uses bad

grammar so you take the time to correct him.

e The Pottymouth—Uses offensive words to annoy.

e The Contrarian—Plays devil’s advocate to an obviously unreasonable perspective.

e The Hissy Fit—Throws a fake tantrum so you expend energy convincing him to calm down.

e The Accuser—Accuses you of being a troll, knowing you aren’t.



The troll is an interesting creature with a long heritage dating back to the trickster characters of ancient
mythology. The Greek prankster Pan, the Norse god Loki, and the conniving Native American Coyote are
a few older examples. One could argue that even the Biblical Satan primarily exists to troll humanity. The
trickster's mark is all over modern Western popular culture, from Brer Rabbit to Bugs Bunny to Bart

Simpson. Trolls pester, poke, and prod until they get what they want: control of your emotions.

| spoke with Ted Frank, legendary Usenet troll, though he’s more famous today as a leading tort reform

advocate and founder of the Center for Class Action Fairness.

Frank’s name came up multiple times when | researched the history of trolling. He replied quickly to my

request for an interview, but immediately insisted that we define our terms.

Trolling meant one thing in the small close-knit Usenet community of the 1990s, where it was used to
describe innocent pranking of know-it-all Cliff Claven types with subtle disingenuous displays of ironic
ignorance—by making the sort of mistakes that could only be made by someone who was actually
knowledgeable about the subject, and a close reading of the post would demonstrate that the writer

couldn’t possibly be serious about his mistake.

The know-it-all newbie would arrogantly correct the troller (often making a mistake of his own), and
everyone would laugh. That was an art form of sorts, but the term also started getting used to describe
more malicious provocations. When spam overran Usenet (and Usenet itself became superseded by
more sophisticated web forums), there wasn’t really a forum for the innocent version, because the
dynamic of new people entering an Internet community changed. Usenet always had a large ratio of
experienced posters to newbies.

Frank insists that the relationship between the trolling on 4chan and the trolling on Usenet can be
explained as nothing more than an etymological coincidence. The trolling of his day was bitingly clever,
with relatively mild pranking. He draws comparisons to comedian Don Novello’s Laszlo Toth letters, in

which the entertainer wrote prankish letters to famous businessmen and politicians.

Don Novello would write absurd consumer complaints to starchy corporate customer-relations
departments and get ramrod-straight by-the-book letters back that were entirely inappropriate to the
original missive.

This sort of trolling isn’t completely without social value in the right context.



It served as an educational tool to newcomers not to be condescending to the regulars. In a larger
community where most people are strangers, | doubt it has any social value; when it is done purely to
provoke, it has no value at all.

Ted Frank palled around with Dave and Barbara Mikkelsons, who went on to found Snopes, the rumor-
debunking site that’s served as a trusted source of obscura for 16 years. The Mikkelsons met on Usenet,
developed a relationship based on their shared fascination with urban legends, and eventually married.
According to Frank, Dave Mikkelson (“Snopes” on Usenet) was a pro troll, who was known to have called

candy companies to complain that their products did nothing to relieve his headaches.

Now, the type of personality that engages in snopes-like trolling is the kind of personality that doesn’t
mind going into a room and being told by everyone there that he’s wrong, questions authority, and starts
up a snopes.com or a Center for Class Action Fairness, but that’s a different issue.

Today, heinous forms of harassment are lumped in with this clever pranksterism. Usually, trolls on 4chan
use a little bit of both. In 2008, Oprah ran a segment on Internet predators. Leading up the show, a /b/tard

posted the following message to Oprah’s message board:

We do not forgive. We do not forget. We have OVER 9000 penises and they are all raping children.

Cue disbelieving gasps from the audience. Who knew such evils were lurking in the family computer
room? As it turns out, OVER 9000 is an old 4chan meme from the anime Dragon Ball Z, in which a
character humorously screams the phrase. The quote was an obvious troll to anyone who spent any time
on 4chan, but to Oprah’s producers the quote contained the perfect amount of cold-blooded evil for their

fear-mongering segment.

Oprah repeated the quote on her show, attributing the quote to a “known pedophile network” that was
both organized and systematic. Meanwhile, Anonymous had itself a hearty lol. There are currently
hundreds of videos on YouTube making fun of Oprah for the incident. Tricking a celebrity into
acknowledging the existence of Anonymous was funny, but doing it under the pretense of a fake army of
over nine thousand organized pedophiles was considered an epic win for the trolls. | often wonder if

anyone told poor Oprah afterwards that she’d been had.

Troll Heritage

Perhaps the finest example of a pre-Internet troll is the late comedian and entertainer Andy Kaufman,

who made a career out of subversive multilayered publicity stunts so convincing that some fans still doubt



the authenticity of his 1984 death from kidney failure. Kaufman would concoct elaborate hoaxes and
practical jokes. He once appeared on The Dating Game as a sweating, stuttering foreign man whose

awkward delivery confounded the other participants.

In one highly publicized troll, Kaufman sparred with professional wrestler Jerry Lawler. He claimed to
have suffered a neck injury and wore a neck brace wherever he went, including a legendary on-air fight
with Lawler on the set of Late Night with David Letterman. Not even his close comedian buddies knew for
sure if the neck brace was worn genuinely. Kaufman'’s feud with Lawler was later revealed to be 100

percent staged.

Kaufman’s jokes were often on his audience. He delighted in messing with people’s heads. He once read
The Great Gatsby aloud to an audience expecting standup. At first they laughed, but he refused to stop,

even as they booed and left the auditorium.

Check the monologue from I'm From Hollywood, a documentary which included a promotional video

Kaufman made to rile up Southern wrestling fans.

| want to talk to you. And | want to help you. Every week I’'m going to be coming here, on this station. And
I’'m going to be giving you little tips about how you can better your lives. And how | can bring you up from
the level you’re in right now. And how | can bring you up from the squalor that you're living in, in the

gutter, and the garbage that your lives are.

This is a bar of soap. Now, does it look familiar to any of you? | know that you probably don’t know what
this is and probably you don’t have ever seen one of these before. But it is called soap. Matter of fact, if
you’re sitting at home now, you can maybe repeat after me and say: “Soap.” Say “soap.” S-O-A-P, soap.

Not “sowp.” Not “say-owp.” It's “soap.” okay?

You people, your hands are so greasy and slimy. | mean, | don’t wanna shake ‘em. You ask me for an
autograph, I'll sign you an autograph. But please, don’t put out your hand and shake it until you can wash
your hands. That is what you do: Wet your hands, okay, then wet the soap. Wash the soap, rub it on your
hands, rub it around and your hands will get clean.

The video continues with Kaufman condescendingly instructing his audience in basic hygiene, intercut
with reaction footage of enraged Southern good ol’ boys claiming, “If | saw ‘im right now I'd kick ‘is ass!”
During his wrestling matches, thousands would shriek for Andy’s head on a platter. And the footage

shows he’s loving every minute of it.



In the same documentary, comedian Robin Williams declares, “Andy made himself the premise and the

entire world was the punchline.”

If Andy Kaufman is a spiritual ancestor of /b/’s penchant for outlandish stunts, then alternative rock
stalwart Steve Albini plays godfather to the site’s more subdued smartass. | mean, the guy had a band

called Rapeman, which provoked picket lines and news crews crowding the band’s small indie rock gigs.

In an interview with Adam Dolgins, author of Rock Names, Albini clarifies that he discovered an obscure
Japanese comic book featuring a hero called Rapeman, who rapes women who’ve wronged his clients.

Albini writes songs about serial killers, wife beaters, and gruesome executions. His first band, Big Black,
had an EP named after Budd Dwyer, a Pennsylvania politician who shot himself in the mouth on live TV.

Very /b/.

What interests me the most about Steve Albini’s dark brand of trolling is that he’s operating within the
realm of rock and roll, which is supposed to shock and offend . . . parents. Albini takes it a step further.
He wants to mess with feminist studies students and went straight for the throats of liberal progressives

and the alt-rock elite, calling universally revered bands tedious, for example. Very /b/.

Now, imagine a world full of millions of would-be Andy Kaufmans and Steve Albinis loosely working
together. Only these trolls are all faceless, with no reputations to protect and nothing on the line. That’s

the environment in which I’'m about to expose my identity.

Here goes nothing.

Calvinbali

| have used the word game to describe the experience of /b/, and more broadly, 4chan and the
Anonymous movement. | believe people are drawn to /b/ because it’s a ludic playground, where the rules

are perpetually being redefined.

Play can be defined as any activity that is done for personal enjoyment. In its barest definition, a

game is structured play. (Unstructured play being something like daydreaming, blowing bubbles, or



frolicking in a field.) A game must have an achievable goal, with walls erected between the player and the
goal that make it a challenge to reach. These walls are rules that define the game. One could say that

4chan is a game in which the rules are in a constant state of flux.

It reminds me of Calvinball, from the comic strip Calvin and Hobbes. In the first Calvinball-related
strip, creator Bill Watterson defined the only permanent rule of Calvinball: You can’t play it the same way
twice. So Calvin and his imaginary tiger pal Hobbes are constantly reinventing the game, bickering over
the rules every step of the way. The strip lampooned the childhood tendency for groups of kids to make
up their rules as they went along, when tempers, politicking, cheating, and boredom make strict rules

difficult to uphold.

There are very specific games happening within each individual thread of 4chan, and one can
observe 4chan as an ongoing global metagame like Calvinball. Sometimes the goal is to piss people off.
Sometimes it's to make some specific person’s life miserable . . . or wonderful. Other times the object of

the game is to confuse outsiders or wreck others’ idea of what the game is about.

Mine is a generation raised by video games, which teach children to test the boundaries of their
rule sets, mess with their environments, and memorize entire tiny universes until they’re able to spot and
exploit holes and glitches. Computer hackers identify with this impulse to a large degree. For them,
systems are made to be mastered, broken, and messed with. When playing a game the way it's
supposed to be played gets boring, they seek out cheat codes and other ways of essentially “breaking”
the game. It’s one thing to beat or win a game, but can you say you’ve truly mastered a game until you’ve

broken it?

This kind of metagaming is not limited to video games. Think of all the various ways people find to

enjoy professional football, for instance. They place bets on teams, they play fantasy football, they



engage in playful taunting with the fans of opposing teams. The football happening on the field is just a

small part of the game experience.

You Just Lost The Game

In April 2009, Time magazine held its annual TIME 100 poll, part of which was dedicated to the most
influential people on the planet. Candidates included the likes of Tina Fey, Hu Jintao, Gamal Mubarak,
and other luminaries of art, science, business, government, and philanthropy. Time opened up the list to
online voting, and the 4chan hivemind set to work putting moot at the top of the list. When they
accomplished that, they decided it wasn’t fun enough. They eventually gamed the whole list, ensuring that
the top twenty names would spell out a coded message to fellow /b/tards that they had indeed

accomplished an epic win.

It all started when 4chan discovered that moot had been included as one of the many candidates in the
TIME 100 poll. 4chan hackers (and this is low-level hacking to be sure) found that they could game the
poll with a series of custom autovoter URLs associated with each candidate. The /b/tards spammed the
URLs far and wide, including a limit for each, so the candidates would appear in the proper order. Time

spotted the shenanigans, reset the poll, and changed the URL protocol in order to authenticate votes.

Now the challenge was really on. The hackers set up an IRC channel to discuss the hack, eventually
figuring out how to bypass the authentication process (Internet Relay Chat, or IRC, is an early form of
real-time chat favored by Anonymous because it's easy to hide one’s IP address). Some autovoters were
created that could vote one hundred times per minute. Others created apps that would cycle through IP
addresses so the Time site wouldn’t be able to detect that the spam votes were coming from a single
computer. Eventually the hackers were able to craft scripts that would easily manipulate the poll’s order.

Their final list began:
1. moot
2. Anwar Ibrahim

3. Rick Warren



4. Baitulla Mehsud

5. Larry Brilliant

And so on, with the first letter of each name spelling out MARBLECAKEALSOTHEGAME.

Marblecake is a probably fictional scatological sex act defined (if you are prepared to brave it) at

urbandictionary.com. But what about The Game? This is a popular 4chan meme that presages the site.
The point is to make the victim think of something or notice something very specific, with the moment of
realization delivering a sense of having been had. The object of the game is to avoid thinking about The

Game.

According to http:/www.losethegame.net, The Game was invented in 1977 by members of the

Cambridge University Science Fiction Society (CUSFS) as a variant of the White Bear Game, in which
participants try to think of anything other than a white bear, which the human mind makes difficult in a

mental phenomenon called ironic processing.

So it becomes a competition to make people recognize The Game in clever ways. On /b/, people will craft
sprawling posts culminating in the anticlimax, “Oh, btw, you just lost the game.” They write “You Lost The

Game” on currency and spray paint it on walls.

| first lost The Game when someone on /b/ urged me, “Check the TV Guide for 6:00pm on Thursday you
won't believe it!” | played along, and sure enough the broadcast description for that slot was a mere two

words: The Game, a 1997 thriller starring Michael Douglas.

4chan’s gaming of the TIME 100 poll has gone down in history as one of the most epic Game-related
wins, since they were able to make millions of people cognizant of The Game. Furthermore, they arguably

Tracing 4chan Ancestry

LIKE EVERY OTHER web community, 4chan didn’t simply materialize fully formed out of the ether. In
order to understand the motivations and interests of 4chan users, it's helpful to know where 4chan came
from. The history of the web isn’t so much a story about technology as it is a story about people, and how

the ways they interact with one another change when new technology allows them to try new things.


http://www.losethegame.net/

Phone Phreaks: Pre-Internet Hackers

One might argue that the roots of 4chan go all the way back to the '50s, when a bunch of kids figured out
how to get free long-distance phone calls by whistling a specific pitch into the receiver. These kids called
themselves phone phreaks. Many of the phreaks were blind, with increased sensitivity to sound that
enabled them to quickly learn the right pitch to mimic the phone companies’ control tones. Many were
also social misfits, drawn together from across the US by their shared interest in technology, and more

importantly, in breaking the technology.

In the late 1960s, one phreaker, John Draper—known by the nickname “Captain Crunch” after he
discovered that a plastic toy whistle distributed in boxes of Captain Crunch cereal perfectly produced the
right tone to hack into the phone network—helped to spread the hobby, which eventually permeated the
MIT tech community, where the practice of hacking into communication systems continued, along with the

rise of . . .

The Wild West: Usenet & BBSes

A lot of 4chan users laud their platform for hearkening back to the early days of the Internet. “Back then it
was like the Wild West. There weren’t these structures in place to make sure that people stayed in line,”
one anon told me. Another said, “And forget about the thirty-page terms of service documents.” If you

stepped out of line, either you got banned or your transgression became the new law of the land.

Dating the birth of the Internet depends on your criteria. It’s difficult to pinpoint where a bunch of nerds
playing around with modems stopped and “the Internet” began. Bulletin Board Systems (BBSes) started
appearing in the late '70s. These were mostly local communities, since dialing into a BBS outside of your
local calling area would have brought hefty long distance charges. I've talked to a few dozen people about
those early days, from community managers to hackers to system operators, and they all agree on two

things: the Internet in that era was expensive and slow.

BBSes were simple text-based precursors to message boards, where people could post messages to

everyone else who happened to dial in. The boards often dealt with local interests and specific hobbies



like fishing or philosophy. There were also boards dedicated to computing and hacking. It was in these
that the first instances of what would come to be known as leetspeak bubbled to the surface. This pidgin
English was used by hackers to get around wordfilters and, eventually, to avoid the prying eyes of search
engines. Hackers became h4x0rz, for example. This argot is very common on 4chan, though it has been
co-opted by people with no hacking ability and is now either used ironically or by noobs attempting to
emulate the hackers of yore. Anyone who says things like, “ph34r my 1337 h4x0rz ski11z” isn’t going to

bring down Bank of America any time soon.

In 1979, three grad students developed Usenet, a file-transferring network that ran on the Unix operating
system. Users gathered in “newsgroups” with threaded discussions much like the message boards of
today. Usenet differed from previous BBSes because it lacked a central server and system administrator.
Apart from leetspeak, Usenet is known for being an early breeding ground for memes, though at the time
they were limited to in-jokes and slang such as sockpuppet, cleanfeed, flaming, trolling, and sporgery.
Despite the rise of more technologically advanced forms of online community, Usenet has experienced

significant growth year to year.

Brad Templeton is a software architect and the creator of Usenet’s “Emily Postnews” (Postnews is a
double pun referring to etiquette expert Emily Post and to postnews, a piece of Usenet software), a
character he created in order to establish basic Usenet etiquette, or netiquette. Some of the principles he
laid down came from as far back as the '70s and pre-Internet mailing lists. He explained to me that with
so0 many people struggling to figure out how to best use the Internet, it took time to recognize how easy it

was to offend with text.

Today, we take antisocial behavior on the Internet as a given. We routinely read and say things that we'd
never say in real life. When someone lets loose with a string of expletives in a comments section | roll my
eyes and keep scrolling. But if someone said those things to me on the street my heart would stop.
During the early days on the Internet, there were no agreed-upon standards of etiquette. Templeton

helped to define the way people would behave for decades to come.

The Virtual Community: The Well

In 1985 Stewart Brand and Larry Brilliant founded the Whole Earth ‘Lectronic Link, or WELL. The WELL
was made up of a new breed of techno-utopian ex-hippies who’d been experimenting with communal

living and other alternative lifestyles. These baby boomers had grown up a bit, and where their '60s



brethren had failed, they believed they’d succeed, with the power of network technology. It was all very
back-to-the-earth, but with a focus on the power of computing. Words like cybernetic and transhumanism
were thrown around. Many of the community’s first users were subscribers to Brand’s Whole Earth
Catalog, a magazine devoted to topics like alternative shelter, nomadics, and telecommunications. These
subscribers were already on the forefront of technology, and very smart. This early user base would come

to have a tremendous influence on the quality of discourse.

In 1995, a decade into the WELL's history, Wired magazine called the WELL the world’s most influential
online community. It was a hyperintellectual environment that bore significant structural barriers to entry. It
was slow. It was complicated. And perhaps most importantly, it was expensive. Between the monthly fee
($8), the hourly fee ($2), and any additional fees exacted by telephone companies (to say nothing of the
cost of a computer and modem in those days), it wasn’t uncommon for power users to burn through

$300+ per month.

The WELL provided free access to reporters, which not only rewarded the WELL with plenty of press, but

also infused the community with a sense of journalistic integrity.

| talked with former WELL Director Cliff Figallo, who can be considered one of the first community
managers. Today the field is one of the tech industry’s hottest careers and a necessary component of
nearly all consumer-facing companies’ online strategies. Back then it wasn’t so glamorous, and Cliff
doesn’t have a whole lot of nostalgia for those days. He’s quick to point out how much a pain in the neck
running the WELL could be. And he quickly dispels any image of the pre-AOL Internet as an anarchic

proto-4chan.

I only had to ban one person in ten years at the Well. It was too expensive and difficult to dial in; the

people who were there had a good reason to be there. We were very friendly, but very hands off.

| asked Stewart Brand, cofounder of the WELL and editor of the Whole Earth Catalog, about the nature of
anonymity in an effort to draw parallels between 4chan and the infancy of the Internet. Unlike other
Internet communities of the day, the WELL forced identity on its users. Stewart attributes the success of
the community to “continuity of community and absence of anonymity”—what he calls “the main
preventatives of destructive flaming.” The people on the WELL were mostly friends who knew each other
well. He says, “There was a fair amount of raucous name-calling still, but there was also enough

community shaming of name-callers to keep it tolerable.”



I made the no-anonymity rule specifically to avoid online vileness. After a while we did experiment with
one anonymous conference, and it was so immediately destructive it was shut down within the week by

popular demand.

Where Usenet had newsgroups, the WELL had “conferences,” subject areas devoted to computing,
religion, politics, whatever. The community was like the Wild West in the sense that it was writing the
rules as it went along. This new territory didn’t have any mores. One defining maxim that Stewart Brand

coined for the WELL was, “You own your own words,” which reinforced personal responsibility.

Cliff told me a story about cantaloupes and how this early community dealt with unsubstantiated claims.

Just after | was named Director of the WELL in August 1986, one of the WELL'’s earliest members openly
discussed her idea of starting an online news service using USENET (not the WELL) as her platform. This
was more than five years before the Internet connected existing networks into a privately run commercial
system. There had just been a big story in the news about watermelons grown in California containing
pesticides. The aspiring reporter posted on the WELL that she’d received “unsubstantiated” reports of the

same pesticides being found in cantaloupe.

The reactions of pretty much everyone on the WELL could be summed up as, “That’s interesting. Maybe
I'll stop eating cantaloupe, at least until the story is proven false.” But one founding member of the WELL
felt that we had opened the door to the spread of evil net rumors, and that we at the WELL were obligated
to nip this unethical behavioral trend in the bud. A weeklong argument ensued among interested
WELLers, most of whom questioned what amount of damage could possibly be done by sharing
secondhand knowledge with a virtual audience in a private online community. The court of popular

opinion decided in favor of the aspiring reporter and eventually the plaintiff quit the WELL.

To me, “the tainted cantaloupe incident” was one of the most important formative social discoveries we
made in the WELL'’s early experimental phase. As Director of the WELL | spent considerable time trying
to understand how ad hoc groups worked things out in cyberspace, and how people attempted to achieve

their purposes through monitors and keyboards.

There is still no bright line separating casual from professional conversation on the Web. The answer to
the question, “Who IS a journalist?” only gets hazier every day. Every day millions of false rumors are
intentionally planted on the web. Tools are being invented to help support the social web’s ability to self-

correct.



Given that the WELL was founded by optimistic hippies, | assumed these geeks on the forefront of

technology would have high hopes for their hobby, but | was surprised to find the opposite.

“I had no idea the Internet would expand to the scale it is today. Absolutely no idea,” says Figallo.

The Eternal September

Throughout the late ’80s and early 90s, universities granted their students access to Usenet and other
BBSes. Every September these online communities would be flooded with new users who hadn’t learned
the lingo or the etiquette. The veterans would naturally look down on these noobs with disdain, and

dreaded the coming of September. In many cases, trolling was an effective remedy.

In 1993, America Online began offering its customers Usenet access, which brought the community
thousands, and eventually millions, of new users. These users were often the children of net-savvy
parents who were relatively less equipped than university students to provide value to the Usenet
communities. And the influx didn’t stop. The AOL users just kept coming. Waves upon waves of noobs.

Trolling isn’t as effective a form of social engineering when the noobs outnumber the old war horses.

On January 26, 1994, Dave Fischer posted a message to the alt.folklore.computers newsgroup:

“September 1993 will go down in net.history as the September that never ended.”

And thus the phrase eternal September was born. It's something that every successful Internet

community experiences, but this represented a massive shift in demographics for the web.

The Internet was no longer an exclusive haven for geeks; and a bit of magic was lost forever along with
the countercultural exclusivity of the web. Rather than accept the mainstreamification, some geeks

burrowed deeper into weirder territory.

Rotten, Stile Project and . . .
Gaping Holes



Enter Rotten.com. | was first introduced to this portal to hell when my meth head coworker at a fast food
restaurant told me about this site that “has, like, dead bodies and shit.” The site’s current header includes

a pretty clear disclaimer:

The soft white underbelly of the net, eviscerated for all to see: Rotten dot com collects images and
information from many sources to present the viewer with a truly unpleasant experience. Pure evil since

1996.

In 1999, the site added a regular column called “The Daily Rotten,” a news feed dedicated to macabre
stories of terrorism, abuse, disfigurement, and perversion. A photo of a Chinese man supposedly eating a
fried human fetus was one particularly scandalous photo. An image that still haunts my memory depicted
a man who’d been nearly consumed from the inside out by parasitic worms. The site is full of tumors, birth
defects, rashes, cysts, and other bodily terrors. Rotten was disgusting, but the Internet was captivated. In

the early '00s, the site received two hundred thousand rubbernecking visitors every day.

Tim Hwang, who went on to found the meme-centric ROFLCon convention, admits Rotten’s peculiar

appeal:

In middle school, we were spending a lot of time online. And a big part of the attraction of the Internet is
finding really nasty things to send to your friends. So, at the time we were passing around a lot of Rotten

links.

For a wide swath of my generation, Rotten was a gateway drug that would eventually introduce users to
places like 4chan. More importantly, Rotten served as an early whipping boy for censorship crusaders. In
1997, the Rotten staff unleashed a manifesto that would shape the way people approached censorship

on the web:

The definition of obscenity, according to the Supreme Court and known informally as the Miller test, is:

e must appeal to the prurient interest of the average person,

e must describe sexual conduct in a way that is “patently offensive” to community standards, and

e when taken as a whole, it “must lack serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value.”

Certain people (including parents and schoolteachers) have complained to us and stated that rotten.com

should not be “allowed” on the net, since children can view images on our site.



One US schoolteacher wrote us a very angry email that complained some of her students had

bookmarked images on this site, that our site shouldn’t be on the net, and other claptrap.

This is our response. The net is not a babysitter! Children should not be roaming the Internet

unsupervised any more than they should be roaming the streets of New York City unsupervised.

We cannot dumb the Internet down to the level of playground. Rotten dot com serves as a beacon to
demonstrate that censorship of the Internet is impractical, unethical, and wrong. To censor this site, it is
necessary to censor medical texts, history texts, evidence rooms, courtrooms, art museums, libraries, and

other sources of information vital to functioning of free society.

Nearly all of the images which we have online are not even prurient, and would thus not fall under any
definition of obscenity. Any images which we have of a sexual nature are in a context which render them
far from obscene, in any United States jurisdiction. Some of the images may be offensive, but that has

never been a crime. Life is sometimes offensive. You have to expect that.

The images we find most obscene are those of book burnings.

In 2001 the Rotten staff launched The Gaping Maw, which offered biting cultural commentary and satire,
like a bizarre, adults-only Mad magazine. Because The Gaping Maw was hosted on Rotten, a site that
was routinely threatened with lawsuits, its writers could get away with just about anything, providing some

of the freshest commentary on the web.

A similarly rude site called Stile Project was founded in 1998 by a teenager named Jonathan Biderman. In
2001, it gained notoriety for hosting a video of a kitten being killed and prepared for a meal. PETA
naturally flipped out and attempted to shut down the site. Strangely enough, Stile Project had been
nominated for a Webby award the year before. Stile warned, “This is quite possible [sic] the single most
offensive thing | have ever seen” in the video’s description; however, he felt the video exposed people’s

hypocrisy toward their food.

To us it seems like the ultimate taboo. How could those Godless Asians do such a thing to such a
beautiful creature? Well, I'm sure Indians wonder the same thing about us, but you don’t see North
Americans shedding a tear every time a cow is slaughtered. . . . When’s the last time you cried over a Big

Mac?



| do not condone animal abuse, and | view the video more as an educational tool than one of shock value.
For us to say it is wrong, it would just make us all hypocrites since most of us eat meat. | never get hate

mail when posting images of dead people . ..

Rotten and Stile represent two sites that were built upon a larger web trend of gross-out content. When |
was a freshman in college, | remember someone telling me to visit lemonparty.org (Don’t do it). The URL
of course leads to another shock site, this time a photo of three elderly gentlemen tangled in bed. (And in
the last US presidential election, 4chan trolls posted signs on telephone poles reading, “Politics left you

bitter? lemonparty.org.” Another sign read, “Sick of gas prices? www.lemonparty.org.”)

For many, the experience of Internet shock sites began with goatse, a notoriously repulsive image that is
considered the king of shock sites. It features a hirsute gentleman bending over and stretching his anus
wider than you’d think was humanly possible. The image was originally hosted at goatse.cx (as in goat
sex). The link to goatse.cx was passed around by giggling teen boys, mostly, and used to troll

unsuspecting browsers.

In 2010, a group of trollish hackers associated with Encyclopedia Dramatica, a wiki site focusing on 4chan
culture, exposed a flaw in AT&T’s security, revealing the email addresses of iPad users. They called
themselves Goatse Security (themselves an offshoot of the Gay Nigger Association of America troll
collective). Their logo was a cartoonish parody of the goatse shock image, and their motto was “Gaping

Holes Exposed.”

Nerd News: Slashdot & Metafilter

Slashdot founder Rob Malda, aka “Commander Taco,” says that he created Slashdot because he missed
the high-minded technical community he enjoyed in the BBS era that discussed the sort of “news for

nerds, stuff that matters” that interested him.

In 1997, Slashdot offered something new: user-submitted stories. Each story became its own discussion
thread. The site became so popular that when a story was linked by Slashdot, the site’s host would often
buckle under the weight of all the traffic. This phenomenon became known as the Slashdot Effect. This

phenomenon is not unique to Slashdot, but Slashdot was one of the first to be routinely recognized as a


http://www.lemonparty.org.xn--ivg/

server killer. Other sites can be farked, for example, or undergo the Digg Effect, demonstrating the power

that content aggregators wield.

Malda says that Slashdot developed its own uniqgue memetic culture almost instantly. He remembers lots
of gross-out memes popping up in addition to stuff from the Star Wars prequels, which were hugely
popular during Slashdot’s early years. | asked him if there was a specific moment when he realized that
memes were a thing. He replied, “Long before | heard the word, that’s for sure.” Many of Slashdot’s

memes deal with ultra geeky science and computing puns.

Malda claims that since he started Slashdot, the corporations have taken over, our rights are on the
decline, and our privacy is gone. Back in the early days it was chaotic, but free. He recognizes the value

in anonymity, and feels that there’s something special about 4chan’s community.

| love that they interact anonymously. Slashdot was similarly completely anonymous for the first year of

our existence, and still today we allow anyone to post without any identifying information whatsoever.

| think a registered pseudonym is useful because it gives you continuity if not accountability. You might
not know that “CmdrTaco” is actually a dude named Rob, but on Slashdot at least, you know that each
time you see a post with that name attached, you know it’s the same guy. | felt for Slashdot that it was
important to provide that for people that wanted it. | don’t think that creates a sense of “personal
responsibility” in any sort of globalized sense, but it allows you to build a reputation and history which

might be important if you want to be taken seriously.

Interestingly, anonymous posters on Slashdot are jokingly labeled “Anonymous Coward.”

Matt Haughey was a big fan of Slashdot, but he wasn’t crazy about the interface. Slashdot had editors
that picked from submitted stories. Matt was looking for something more democratic, so he created

MetaFilter, a community where anyone’s story could land on the front page.

The community blog became most notable for its Ask Metafilter section, which was an early example of
information crowd-sourcing. You could ask an obscure question and, due to the size and quality of the
community, sometimes get surprisingly informed answers. This kind of querying would influence sites like

Yahoo Answers, Quora, Reddit, and, to an extent, even 4chan.

According to Haughey, MetaFilter also developed its own memespeak pretty early on.



Probably in the first year, 2000 or so, | noticed people shouting “double post!” to something they’d seen
before became a sort of game for people, where they wanted to be first to notice something was old and
demonstrate their expertise at MetaFilter. There was also this early meme where a post that was really
awful or boring would elicit a response of someone saying “I really like pancakes” and then everyone

would talk about pancakes and we sort of had a pancakes-as-mascot thing for a while.

My favorite meme is the current one where someone overanalyzes something at MetaFilter, people tell
them they are “bean-plating” which started with one user poking fun at another by saying “HI 'M ON

METAFILTER AND | COULD OVERTHINK A PLATE OF BEANS.”

MetaFilter users were known for being creative smarty-pantses, which was reinforced by a simple
decision by Haughey to charge users $5 to participate for life. It's a modest fee, but according to Haughey
it worked wonders in keeping out trolls and casual passersby who would contribute nothing of value to the

conversation.

Haughey is fascinated by 4chan, especially how it produces interesting memes “from a place of total fuck-
off anonymity.” Like most online communities, MetaFilter asks its users to post under usernames, but Matt

recognizes the value in namelessness.

| do appreciate moot’s point about how anonymity lets you be ok with failing, while a username feels more
like “everything is on your permanent record” and people might be afraid to ever try something. I'm a big
fan of failure and | think everyone should be terrible at everything they love for the first year or so they do
it. | guess I'd rather see a world where everyone has a username and a permanent record and we all
have these embarrassing beginnings where we openly failed again and again before we started to figure

things out.

Slashdot and Metafilter were the first big content aggregators, and their elegant feature sets have had a
massive impact on the way all media now behaves on the web. Long before Digg and Reddit came along,
Slashdot and MetaFilter provided users with a way to define what their news would look like. This
democratization of the media has influenced not only the way news is consumed, but how it is formed,

framed, and distributed.

But what about all the news for nerds that doesn’t matter? What if it's not news, but . . . something else?



“It's Not News. It’s Fark”

In 1999, Drew Curtis unleashed Fark (a purposefully misspelled euphemism for a word you can probably
guess), an offbeat news aggregator that would become a meme creation powerhouse. The formula was
simple: Fark’s community submitted articles to the site’s admins, who then green-lighted the best ones for
inclusion in the site’s news feed. Each news story had an accompanying discussion thread that allowed

the users to engage in witty banter on very specific, immediate topics.

Before Fark, Curtis often read news stories on the web and emailed the best ones to his friends, which he
found to be a cumbersome way to share and discuss information. So he created Fark, allowing millions to

share what essentially amounted to a giant global “News of the Weird” section.

Curtis was attending college in lowa but living in Kentucky during the early '90s. A friend advised him to
check out email, a cheap way to circumvent expensive phone calls to campus. So he got an account and
started using email to correspond with his contacts in the Midwest. He remembers a conversation with

some friends:

| asked, “What is the Internet good for other than chat and text games?” They couldn’t think of anything.
Even porn wasn’t doing all that great. Conventional wisdom was free porn sites had no chance of working

because the minute people found out about them they crashed under the traffic.

Because every news story provided a comment thread full of geeks trying to outwit each other, Fark was
an early breeding ground for Internet memes. The comment fields allowed for images, so clever
Photoshops and wordplay abounded. One early meme was “Still no cure for cancer,” which would append

stories dealing with scientific advances in obscure, seemingly useless fields of interest.

Curtis remembers when he first became acquainted with the term meme, recalling the development of
Memepool in 1999 and rattling off some older memes that dried up long ago, such as Troops and | Kiss
You. “It's how | know I'm old,” he says. One meme that sticks out most in Drew’s mind is the legendary All
Your Base Are Belong to Us, a garbled bit of Engrish (i.e., badly translated Japanese often found in video
games) spoken by a villain from an old coin-operated arcade game called Zero Wing. The phrase took off
on Something Awful and was further popularized by Fark. It eventually became a popular taunt in online
gaming, a way to tell your opponent that they’d just been pwned. (This was another goof from video game
land: in the frenetic pace of online play, people wishing to taunt their opponents with “hahaha owned,” as

in “You’ve been owned,” easily made the mistake of typing pwned instead, as the p and o keys are



adjacent on most keyboards.) Today there are thousands of photoshopped All Your Base images, and

even T-shirts. It was one of the first image memes to be endlessly remixed.

Curtis claims that this insular Internet culture went mainstream around the advent of the big social
networking sites MySpace and Facebook, which brought so many people online and made it easy for

average joes to share content.

One thing | find interesting is that there isn’t another Fark. There’s stuff that kind of looks like Fark but
nothing really exactly like it . . . Right now I'm pushing the fact that the entire social Internet is set up to
give you what it thinks you want—Fark gives you what you don’t know you want. It's about the only place

out there which intentionally isn’t putting you into an echo chamber of like-minded sheep.

Curtis says that the social aspect of the site wasn’t really his goal from the beginning. He just wanted a
place to share funny, interesting links with friends, not much different than lots of link aggregation sites of
the day. He had a “Submit a Link” option on Fark from day one, but after a year it became obvious that

the site’s future was in user submissions, so he made it a more prominent and integral feature.

It became apparent that people were submitting material faster than | could find it manually. So | switched
to selecting from the submission queue as opposed to searching the broader Internet. Wasn’t really a

plan so much as I'm just lazy.

Curtis eventually discovered that the crowd’s ability to provide the best bits of information vastly outpaced
his own ability to curate content. This rest of the media caught up to his discovery in the Web 2.0

revolution that occurred several years later.

It wasn’t just the unique features of his site that made it a success; it was the changing infrastructure of
the web as a whole. Blog software was becoming popular and increasingly approachable, even for tech
noobs. It enabled unpaid, amateur writers and commentators to compete with mainstream news sites,
and aggregators like Fark, Slashdot, and Metafilter gave them equal standing in terms of traffic. It wasn’t

who you were, it was what you were saying.

Curtis doesn’t have a lot of nostalgia for the good old days (“Things were clunky and didn’t work all that

great”). But things are always changing:

Another interesting thing I've noticed is that the VC [venture capital] dollars seem to scramble around

based on the rules of web statistics. Look at all the money that poured into content farms [Demand



Media, Associated Content], and now Google changed the rules and made them more or less moot (for

now).

Curtis defines two major changes in the web since he started out: Tons more people, and the presence of
a generation of folks who grew up online. Today, people are much more well-equipped to share the things
they like, and companies are being forced to come to terms with the reality that their content has to be

good, and that there is no secret formula for creating a viral sensation.

Fark was the first of the big content aggregators with a focus on the sort of offbeat stuff that people
eventually recognized as being “from the Internet”—in other words, Internet memes. One popular Fark
meme was a Photoshopped image of a kitten frolicking in a field, being chased by two Domos (a creepy
Japanese TV mascot that looks like a brown rectangle with sharp teeth and beady eyes). The caption
reads, “Every time you masturbate, god kills a kitten. Please, think of the kittens.” Farkers didn’t invent the
phrase, which dates back to a 1996 student newspaper, but the goofy image coupled with the amusingly

sacrilegious phrase went viral.

Another was the infamous UFIA, or Unsolicited Finger in Anus, which derives from a news story posted to
Fark about a high school football player who poked a teammate’s butthole in a bit of jocular fun. The other
kid didn’t think it was so funny and pressed charges, prompting a judge to eventually declare that an

“unsolicited finger in anus is crude, not criminal.”

Farkers gleefully beat this catchphrase to death, culminating in Drew Curtis’s purchase of the naming
rights to Boston’s Fleet Center for a day, hoping to rename it the Fark.com UFIA Center. The Fleet Center
caught wind of the prank and opted to not use the name. However, a Farker was able to convince the
Tennessee Department of Transportation to put up an “Adopt a Highway” sign that read “Drew Curtis

TotalFark UFIA,” which he explained stood for Uniting Friends in America. The sign lasted a few days.

“The Internet Makes You Stupid”: Something Awful

| discovered Something Awful, a wonderland of bizarre online culture, almost immediately after getting
online in the late *90s. Its community of “goons” thrived, providing perhaps the most direct Western
antecedent to 4chan, which was eventually spawned from its anime forum. Launched in 1999, the site
charged a one-time $9.95 fee for forum access, which thousands willingly paid to be a part of the

strangest community on the web.



Something Awful was a repository for lowbrow humor, with condescending editorial commentary tacked
on. Founded in 1999 by Richard “Lowtax” Kyanka, the site featured daily essays about everything on the
web perceived as awful, with a focus on nerd stuff like video games, anime, and script kiddie culture
(script kiddies, or skriddies, are teenagers who'’ve learned a few basic hacking techniques and think
they’re capable of bringing down the Pentagon. Rather than hacking manually and writing their own code,
they use prefab scripts with little understanding of what they’re doing). A trademark feature was the site’s
“Awful Link of the Day,” which shined a spotlight on some hilariously dumb corner of the web. It might be
a website fetishizing girls sucking on ice cubes or some guy’s exhaustively researched argument about

how the biblical hell is geographically located within the earth’s molten core.

Other features on Something Awful include “Photoshop Phriday,” a weekly image gallery that lampoons
any old thing using image editing tools. 4chan users have turned this practice into something approaching
an Olympic sport. “Your Band Sucks,” a recurring column, offers hilariously provocative essays taking
down highly regarded bands. The “Weekend Web” gathers quotes from weird message boards devoted to
topics like urine consumption as a spiritual exercise, white supremacy, or support groups for those with

self-diagnosed Asperger’s.

If there was something awful on the web, the guys at Something Awful eventually found it and skewered it
with unparalleled wit. But beyond the collation and parody, Something Awful’s vibrant community
eventually began to form a unique creative culture of its own, which included a collection of powerful
memes. Perhaps more than any web community before it, Something Awful harnessed the power of its
community’s creative abilities. With a bit of editorial direction, Something Awful managed to skim the

cream from the top of its goon community, creating grade-A comedic content for web geeks.

Longtime contributor David Thorpe describes the site’s unique appeal.

[ think a fair number of people who wound up fascinated by weird Internet fringe stuff came from Stile
Project. Something Awful was on the rise right around the time Stile Project was on the decline, and the
two sites had a few crossovers once in a while. Something Awful was much more appealing because it
was funnier and way less sleazy. Rich Kyanka, the guy who started it, was making fun of the Internet from
the perspective of a legitimately funny and fairly normal dude, whereas Stile presented himself as the kind
of C.H.U.D. [Cannibalistic Humanoid Underground Dweller, named after a cult classic b-horror flick] who

was only one step above the people he was making fun of.



Thorpe joined the Something Awful forums in 2001 and hung around for a while, simply because it was a
community of fun people that he could joke with. Zack Parsons, the closest thing Something Awful has to

an editor-in-chief, eventually offered him a gig writing for the site.

| asked Thorpe if he thought it was weird how mainstream meme culture has gotten. When he started at
Something Awful, a lot of the jokes and slang that are now featured on MTV were solely the realm of

these hellaciously witty geeks on obscure Internet forums.

| always sort of figured it would happen. The fact that people are making tons of money on it now is kind
of depressing, partially because the stuff that’s making money is a lot of the dumbest stuff, the worst of
“Internet humor,” like the lolcat shit. Another reason it’s depressing is because I'm not one of the people

making money off it.

Thorpe points to the creation of image macros, which used to be popular on Something Awful but have
since died out due to their mainstream popularity. These are basically images with text plastered on top;
lolcats are the most popular example. They were called macros because it used to be possible to post
popular ones by typing a code in the post that would automatically generate the image. This is loosely
based on the computer science concept of macros by which input sequences are linked to output

sequences. In this case, code in, funny photo out.

Eventually, they developed into what a lot of people would call memes, like all the lolcat stuff. A good
example of SA’s influence on that development was that my friend Jon, another writer for Something
Awful, made this picture of Spider Man looking confused, with the caption “How do | shot web?” That was
one of the first examples of the kind of broken language thing that slowly evolved into the lolcat
phenomenon. Jon is pretty ashamed to have indirectly influenced the development of something so

idiotic.

How Do | Shot Web is a massively popular meme, with thousands of iterations. It might be idiotic, but it's
a tangible part of web culture that makes up the memescape. The non sequiturs and obsession with
human eccentricity were two powerful themes that defined Something Awful, and later 4chan and Internet

pop culture as a whole.



The Birth of the Chans: Ayashii
World, Amezou, and 2channel

Meanwhile, an enterprising Japanese slacker named Hiroyuki Nishimura developed a message board in
1999 called 2channel, a text-only anonymous forum that would eventually become a popular place for
emotionally repressed Japanese to vent. But what made 2channel special was its almost complete lack of

rules and anonymity.

2channel was based on a previous text board called Ayashii World, the first big anonymous text board in
Japan. It was an outgrowth of Japanese Usenet culture, created by Shiba Masayuki in 1996. Because it
was an extension of Usenet, its subject matter was deeply nerdy, focusing on hacking, pirating, porn, and
other black market information. Ayashii World, like 4chan, was unique for two reasons: anonymous
posting and meme creation. Ayashii World even had an equivalent to /b/, called the “scum board,” which
was used exclusively to plan raids (attacks on other sites through hacking, spamming, or other destructive

means).

The first image board meme, Giko-neko, was created here. It was represented in ASCII art, a form of
illustration using text characters, as a cat, usually saying itte yoshi (Japanese for fuck off). Because the
cat could be easily copy-pasted elsewhere, with new captions, it was easy for other users to make Giko-

neko their own.

Ayashii World, like many anonymous chan boards, experienced so much downtime that its owner began
to receive death threats, prompting him to shut down the board in 1998. When Ayashii World was shut
down, many of its users created their own textboards in an effort to create a new home for nanashi,

Japanese for anonymous.

The anonymous creator of one of the splinter boards, Amezou World, added a new style of discussion
threading called floating threads, which displayed discussions in one chronological stream rather than in

branching conversations. Secondly, he integrated bumping.

As Amezou became more popular, it was increasingly targeted by trolls. When violent threats eventually
forced the creator of Amezou to shut down his board, another round of splinter groups popped up to meet
the demand for anonymous community. Among these was 2channel, which brought chan culture to the

mainstream.



“| created a free space, and what people did with it was up to them,” Nishimura told Wired in 2008, his
laissez-faire approach mirroring that of 4chan’s founder. In order to understand why 2channel was such a
raging success, it's important to know a bit about Japanese culture. We’re talking about a society wherein
face-to-face confrontation and emotional expression are actively discouraged. In the United States,
straight talk and audacity are prized as character traits. In Japan, they are often interpreted as rudeness

or disrespect.

It’s the culture of the salaryman, the lonely wage slave who lives to work, with the few social pleasures he
allows himself often related to corporate team-building. The image of a salaryman is certainly a
stereotype (sleeping in a suit on a subway, late-night corporate-sponsored karaoke), but there’s no
question that this socially repressed caricature represented a community that was waiting for a platform
like 2channel to come along. Today, the Japanese-only site draws several million daily page views—more
than four times the traffic of 4chan, which is global. 2channel gives the people of Japan a place to say

what they’re really thinking, with no real-life consequences.

The 2channel welcome screen message reads, “Welcome to the large group of bulletin boards that

i1}

extensively covers topics from ‘hacking’ to ‘supper.” More than six hundred individual boards are listed in
a scrolling column on the left, including “Large Special Vehicles,” “I Love Dogs and Cats,” “Romantically

Challenged,” and one of the most popular, a board dedicated to the recent Japanese earthquakes.

One board, “Solitary Man,” seems to be a place for lonely males to commiserate. I've found a thread in
this board titled “What do you prefer in the opposite sex?” The first post, penned by an alleged 16-year-
old boy, details different characteristics, like height, age, education, and attractiveness. The thread
continues with people contributing characteristics like “kind person,” “looks like Cameron Diaz,” “likes
housework,” “loves animals,” and “beautiful Japanese.” Within ten replies, a troll offers his idea of an ideal

woman, with wings growing from her head, raptor claw hands and feet, and, of course, beautiful breasts.

Because the site doesn’t allow images of any kind, the users have developed a form of visual

communication based on ASCII art.

These can be simple emoticons, like this angry fella, a 2channel emoticon, or kaomoji:



> [ <

Some of them contain thousands of characters in order to create almost photo-realistic visual

representations.

Each discussion thread can potentially contain up to a thousand posts, which either “age” or “sage.”
Saged posts (from the Japanese sageru) move down to the bottom of the thread, while aged, or bumped,
posts float to the top. This dynamic method of arranging content was eventually borrowed by 4chan’s

founder.

2channel is a place to argue, vent, cajole, insult, and goof around. The users are sarcastic and
sophomoric, and have developed a dense internal lexicon. Those who aren’t in the know are said to be

kuku yomenai, or someone who “can’t read the air.” In other words, a noob or newfag.

2channel can get pretty dark. In 2000, a 17-year-old kid posted a message claiming that he was about to
hijack a bus, an act that he carried out an hour later, stabbing one passenger to death. Racism, especially
toward Koreans, is rampant. Mass suicides have been organized on the site, and criminals have boasted
about their plans before committing crimes hours later. Interestingly, many notable documented events
resulting from or announced on 2channel has a Western analogue on 4chan. The cultures are so

different, but the technology influences human behavior on a deeply similar level.

2channel also has a heartwarming side. Consider Trainman, an anonymous 2channel user who regaled
the community with a story fit for a romance novel. While sitting on a train he noticed an attractive
woman. A drunk man boarded the train and began to harass the other passengers, who ignored him.
Then he began to sexually harass the woman. Despite being an introverted geek, Trainman took action,

fighting off the man until the other passengers were able to alert the conductor.

The woman thanked him profusely and asked for his address so she could send him a token of
appreciation. A few days later Trainman received a beautiful French tea set. Overwhelmed by her
thoughtfulness, he returned to 2channel to update an expanding group of interested fans and ask for

advice. As a self-conscious nerd, he had no idea how to respond appropriately. The folks on 2channel



convinced him to contact the woman. He eventually worked up the courage to ask her out on a date, his

first.

Then, per 2channel’s advice, he got a new haircut, bought a snazzy outfit, and picked up some contact
lenses. His first date was a success, and he continued to keep 2channel abreast of his progress. After a
few more dates he and the woman began texting regularly, and eventually Trainman confessed his love,
which she returned. Trainman triumphantly announced their shared affection to 2channel, whose users

banded together for an ecstatic online celebration.

Trainman’s story is now folklore in Japan, having been adapted for television, film, and manga. Though
many are convinced of the story’s authenticity, it's never been proven, and neither Trainman nor his lover

have ever come forward in real life.

In a 2003 interview with Japan Media Review, Nishimura laid out the site’s appeal.

Q: Why did you decide to use perfect anonymity, not even requiring a user name?

A: Because delivering news without taking any risk is very important to us. There is a lot of information
disclosure or secret news gathered on Channel 2. Few people would post that kind of information by

taking a risk. Moreover, people can only truly discuss something when they don’t know each other.

If there is a user ID attached to a user, a discussion tends to become a criticizing game. On the other
hand, under the anonymous system, even though your opinion/information is criticized, you don’t know
with whom to be upset. Also with a user ID, those who patrticipate in the site for a long time tend to have
authority, and it becomes difficult for a user to disagree with them. Under a perfectly anonymous system,
you can say, “it’s boring,” if it is actually boring. All information is treated equally; only an accurate

argument will work.

2channel is now considered a media powerhouse on par with the country’s biggest magazines and TV
channels. And it's completely open and free for everyone, not just for viewing but for contributing and
collaborating. 2channel behaves not only as an alternative media source, but as an ombudsman that is

continuously keeping the Japanese mainstream media in check.



4chan Godfather: Futaba Channel

Futaba Channel, or 2ch, is an image board that was launched in 2001. The community is more focused
on otaku culture than 2channel is. Futaba Channel contains around one hundred boards, some of which

are devoted to images, some of which are text only.

| wander onto Futaba Channel and sure enough, it looks almost exactly like 4chan. | pick a board at

random: “Two-dimensional Gro.” I'm met with a warning page:
You are about to enter the grotesque image board.

Images on the grotesque image board may cause serious consequences.

| enter the board, consequences be damned. It’s full of images of anime girls being suspended by hooks,
or stretched out on examination tables while being disemboweled, or smiling sweetly while bleeding,

apparently from having been recently quadruply amputated. Yuck.

| try the newest board, called “Nuclear.” It's a forum for people to discuss the potential for nuclear fallout,
primarily related to the Fukushima power plant. There seems to be a lot of anger being expressed toward
the Tokyo Electric Power Company, the fourth-largest in the world, regarding its handling of the

Fukushima nuclear accident in the March 2011 earthquake and tsunami.

“No nuclear power plants should be up and running properly in a country that cannot handle a nuclear
accident,” writes one understandably resentful poster. Everyone seems to be arguing about who is to

blame for the perceived lack of preparedness in the aftermath of the disaster.

This kind of venting is something that Japanese people probably wouldn’t feel comfortable with in real life.

Futaba Channel and 2channel, with all their oddities, seem to offer a release valve for the Japanese.

The forums also provide an opportunity to achieve social good. In October of 2004, thousands of
2channel users rallied to help in the aftermath of the Niigata Prefecture Chuetsu earthquake. Right now,
I'm seeing hundreds of threads buzzing with people sharing information and offering to help one another

in the wake of the recent tsunami and earthquakes.

Collecting Bite-Sized Memes: You’re The Man Now Dog (YTMND)



In 2001, back in the United States, Max Goldberg launched the online community You’re the Man Now

Dog.

The site began as nothing but the words “You’re the man now dog” written in ASCII text on a black

background, at http://www.yourethemannowdog.com. The line is prominently spoken by Sean Connery in

the trailer for the 2000 film Finding Forrester. By the end of the year, Goldberg had changed the site to
include a tiled image of Connery, an audio clip of him saying the quote, and accompanying text reading

the same. It was absurd and useless, and people appreciated it for exactly those reasons.

| remember someone sent me a link to it back in 2002. By the time the audio clip had repeated a third
time I'd thrown my head back in laughter. Who made this? What does this mean? Why that specific line?
The ludicrousness of it all. YTMND is an early example of the single-serving site, a URL reserved for an

exceedingly singular, and usually trivial, purpose.

Over the next few years, creative goofs would apply the YTMND model (a pic, a sound clip, and text) to
different weird pop-culture icons. So many people created derivatives that Max eventually decided to set

up a site to host all of them, and //www.ytmnd.com was born.

The top-viewed YTMND is a clip of a prank call that was originally recorded by comedian Tom Mabe. The
second is a massive animated GIF image created collectively by some clever Something Awful goons.

The YTMND wiki explains:

The Blue Ball Machine is one of the most frequently-viewed pages on all of YTMND. The site is a
patchwork of animated GlIFs linked together accompanied by a looping hook of the song Breakfast
Machine from the film Pee-wee’s Big Adventure. The concept was conceived by Andorion, who created a
template and some sample tiles and a thread for others to contribute, and the individual images were
created by hundreds of Something Awful forums goons. Each image has three balls enter and leave at
particular spots at any frame which is a multiple of 30, but otherwise the content is up to the creator. It
has earned this title by accruing a staggering four million pageviews since its inception in October of

2005.

The third is called “Breakup Letter: Dramatic Reading,” which features a narrator reading an inarticulate

breakup letter as though it were a dramatic Shakespearean monologue, while trying not to giggle:


http://www.yourethemannowdog.com/

| thought you liked me you said it yourself | hate you. People only say you asked me out because you
needed a date for the dance and that after the dance you would dump me well guess what bastert i
dumped you cause you were thinking that i cheated on you i didnt so like idiots that you guys are and so

smart that you are you called me a slut. | hung up on you cause you tol me it on the phone

That’s a small taste, but you get the idea. Moving down the list | see an animated GIF of Paris Hilton that
shows her using the same facial expression in every photo. Another has the opening sequence of
“Cowboy Bebop,” only with audio of a Bill Cosby soundalike scatting over the original music (Cosby

Bebop).

The appeal of YTMND is that it allowed users to crystallize a single, self-contained bit of absurdity into a
unique URL that they could easily share with their friends. There was also a feature that allowed people to
rate the clips, so the best ones rose to the top. For a time in the mid-2000s, YTMND was one of the most

powerful Internet meme aggregators.

The Memesphere Expands

From the mid-1990s to the mid-2000s, the Internet birthed hundreds of smaller sites that have come to be
known as early Internet memes themselves, or that hosted viral content before viral content was
recognized as something new. I've already told you about “Gonads and Strife,” a cartoon from
Threebrain, a flash animator who also released such viral sensations as “Sorry Your Mom Died” and

“Monkey Salad.”

realultimatepower.com is a good example, and it somehow remains intact after all these years. The

homepage begins:

Hi, this site is all about ninjas, REAL NINJAS. This site is awesome. My name is Robert and | can’t stop

thinking about ninjas. These guys are cool; and by cool, | mean totally sweet.
Facts:
1. Ninjas are mammals.

2. Ninjas fight ALL the time.



3. The purpose of the ninja is to flip out and kill people.

It goes on like this. I distinctly remember the pure delight the childlike wording of this home page brought
to my college dorm. This stuff was our generation’s Monty Python. It was fresh and funny and it felt like

nobody seemed to quite get it but us.

In 2004, Quiznos ran a campaign featuring the Spongmonkeys, who had achieved viral fame with an
animation called “We Like the Moon.” Joel Vietch had originally created the video for his goofy animation

site http://www.rathergood.com in 2003. The ads featured the bizarre creatures singing “We Love the

Subs.” The monkeys were among the first, if not the first, Internet memes to be used in advertising. The
bizarre nature of the Spongmonkeys ads confused many TV viewers, and the requisite explanation was,

“Oh, it’s just this weird thing from the Internet.”

This phenomenon would reoccur a few years later, when one of the first YouTube sensations capitalized
on the strength of 4chan’s meme-spreading capabilities. In the spring of 2007, a guy called Tay Zonday
recorded himself singing an original song called “Chocolate Rain.” The video features an almost childlike
Zonday crooning a surprising baritone into a microphone over a cheesy drum loop. Zonday’s face
contorts with effort as he sings the utterly ungroovy tune. That November, Zonday licensed the song to
Comedy Central and released a spoof called “Cherry Chocolate Rain” as part of an ad campaign for

Cherry Chocolate Diet Dr. Pepper.

Newgrounds, eBaums World, and Albino Blacksheep, three successful web communities, hosted videos,
flash games, and animations from thousands of independent content creators. Sites like these enabled
people to create one-off pieces of content that had the potential to go superviral. At the time, there was a
lot of arguing about content attribution. eBaums World especially came under fire for hosting video
content it didn’t own. Today, these arguments seem almost quaint. There are so many places to host

content these days that it's virtually impossible to prevent people from sharing copyrighted content.

During this time the memesphere expanded rapidly throughout the web, and people began to see pieces
of entertaining content from the Internet as a fresh new medium—»but most people didn’t have a word for
it yet. If asked “What the hell is this?” we'd say, “Oh it's just something | found online.” Today we use the

word meme.

Each of the communities I've just described is part of the gradual progression in the evolution of the
online community that created the mother of all Internet in-groups, 4chan. Of course, online community

branched forward in different directions, mutating into mainstream social networks like Facebook and


http://www.rathergood.com/

Twitter too—but if you look closely, you can spot the countercultural strains of the freaky, outsider’s web
community coming to a head when, in 2003, a 15-year-old kid decided he was going to create the best

site on the Internet.

The Meme Industry

BECAUSE 4CHAN HAS no archives, a host of websites have sprung up around it in order to analyze and
document meme culture. Some of these sites act almost like museums, adding sociological commentary
and in-depth research in order to place memes in context. Others behave more like comedy sites that go
straight for the lulz. As Internet culture becomes mainstream, even massive media organizations like CNN

dedicate more space to viral content.
Consider the following two case studies in meme celebrity.

In the fall of 2002, a chubby Canadian student named Ghyslain Raza filmed himself wielding a golf ball
retriever like a lightsaber in his high school film production studio. Providing his own sound effects, the
poor Kid spins and kicks his way through a clumsy martial arts routine. It was perhaps the most pitifully
nerdy thing committed to film in a pre-YouTube era. Of course, one of his friends discovered the tape and
passed it around. Eventually, one of his classmates uploaded a file called Jackass_starwars_funny.wmv.
This was during the height of Star Wars prequel mania, and the video went on to become one of the most

viral clips in history.

If the Star Wars Kid video had been uploaded today, the kid probably would have been featured on Good
Morning America, done a parody video for the comedy site Funny or Die, guested on Late Night with
Jimmy Fallon, and been given a low-budget reality TV show in which he judged martial arts routines
across America. That’s because today, there’s a massive infrastructure built around the memesphere
that’s driven by the media’s insatiable desire to be first to market with the next big viral craze. Being first

can make the difference between hundreds of page views and millions.

But there was none of that around back then. Instead the clip was parodied on a few dozen TV shows
against his will—just a humiliating experience for Raza all around. His family filed a $250,000 lawsuit

against the families of the classmates who distributed the video, eventually settling out of court.



Two years later, a video of 19-year-old Gary Brolsma hilariously gesticulating and lip synching to a
Romanian pop song went viral. The “Numa Numa” phenomenon brought immediate media attention.
Brolsma appeared on Good Morning America, but soon decided to reject his designated fifteen minutes of
fame, shunning all interviews. Brolsma reappeared in 2006 with his own website, merch, and a remix of
the original song: a cash-in attempt that smartly coincided with the birth of YouTube, which allowed

countless others to upload renditions of the legendary meme.

In a way, Star Wars Kid is an artifact of a bygone era. Meme fame is so easy to monetize now, it's
unlikely we’ll ever see meme celebrities of that magnitude shun fame the way Star Wars Kid did way back

in 2002.

Encyclopedia Dramatica

For several years, Encyclopedia Dramatica was the only place to go to read about 4chan culture. It's a
wiki site that contains thousands of entries dedicated to all things drama. Like 4chan, it's almost
incomprehensible to outsiders, as every entry is written in an intensely mean-spirited tone, peppered with

obscure Internet slang and populated by lolcows.

A lolcow is someone who offers lulz like a cow offers milk. People who just never learn, who post their
hysterics on the web, who try to fight back against Anonymous and lose. Lolcows are people who play by

the old rules, who smugly declare that they’re going to sue 4chan, or tearfully threaten to call the police.

Lolcows just don’t know when to give up, and Encyclopedia Dramatica made documenting lolcow

behavior its mission. For example, here’s an excerpt from the entry on Asperger’'s Syndrome:

Assburgers is a made-up disease, most common in overachieving middle-class families, because little
Johnny is either a social outcast, or is just acting fucking retarded. The parents diagnose their child, and
the “doctors” go along with and encourage it because of the money it generates. Fuckers. The truth is, the
Assburgers diagnosis has become popular with parents because they need a good excuse as to why their

“fucktard children are dumb faggots who will be dying alone.”

While each entry is intended to provide some informational content, it's conveyed in such a way as to troll

the unsuspecting reader and delight those who are in the know.



It surprised me to find that Encyclopedia Dramatica’s creator, Sherrod DeGrippo, has absolutely zero

interest in 4chan.

Just so you aren’t shocked or disappointed . . . | am not a walking encyclopedia of memes. | don’t really

follow Anonymous or 4chan or anything like that.

What? This woman runs a site that behaves as the definitive repository for 4chan culture, and is telling
me that she could not care less about 4chan? As it turns out, she launched the site in order to chronicle
the hilarious drama she saw on LiveJournal, the online diary/social network that predated the blog
revolution. DeGrippo discovered LJ in 2000, when it was mostly “people posting pictures of their cats and

detailing what they had for breakfast.”

DeGrippo quickly became fascinated by LJdrama, a community on the site that eventually got booted off,
and later resurfaced with its own domain. An Urban Dictionary entry describes the site as “the high school
cafeteria of the Internet.” DeGrippo and her cohorts posted reports of LJ gossip. Their coverage of the

community acted as a Gawker or a TMZ for the LiveJournal community, and gained notoriety quickly.

The rise of LJdrama coincided with the rise of reality television and the blogging revolution, when regular
folks began to garner headlines alongside Hollywood A-listers and pop stars. It was a huge shift in the
nature of celebrity and tabloid culture. Livedournal users soon learned that if they stirred up drama on
their journals, they could build bigger fanbases. Some went as far as to threaten suicide or document

their mental imbalances.

People were accessible and it was bidirectional. Voyeurs and exhibitionists were able to interact in a way
that was normalized. That's why | started ED. It was mostly just personalities that were just so nuts and

fascinating.

Technology gave us an environment in which people are empowered to project their dysfunction to
millions of viewers. DeGrippo found this environment intoxicating. The lolcow who started it all was

mediacrat, aka Joshua Williams, a student at the University of Washington, Seattle.

In 2002, Williams began a relationship with another LJ user, Andrewpants. The relationship soured, and
drama ensued. When LJdrama documented Williams’s online histrionics, he threatened to sue. He even
went so far as to drive to Portland, Oregon, to talk to LiveJournal's abuse team about the matter. He

claimed that he underwent online harassment when unflattering pictures of him were posted online.



Williams contacted a local TV news station to report the harassment. He threatened to press charges and
get restraining orders. The drama resounded throughout the Internet until July 19, 2002, when Williams
updated his LiveJournal account for the last time, leaving the controversy behind. Encyclopedia
Dramatica was born in the wake of this scandal. According to DeGrippo, there were a lot of people on
LivedJournal faking pregnancies, diseases, and relationships to get attention. People had become
fascinated with these lolcows in the same way they used to obsess over the antics of Elizabeth Taylor or
fictional drama like Dallas’s “Who shot JR?” phenomenon. “It turns regular people into paparazzi,” says

DeGrippo.

She defines an lolcow as “someone who just doesn’t know when to stop. They just won’t wise up and stop
posting pictures of themselves naked, or [writing] insane posts, or whatever. They just keep fanning the
flames of the fire they claim to hate.” She considers Courtney Love to be a prominent celebrity lolcow,
given her perpetual legal trouble, drug addiction, public mental instability, and seemingly insatiable lust for
the limelight. A more recent example would be Charlie Sheen, whose recent manic downward spiral has

been documented in real time via streaming video, live performances, and Twitter feeds throughout 2011.

“You want to just grab them and be like, ‘Look! Just STOP it! For your own good!” says DeGrippo, but of
course there is a certain voyeuristic pleasure in rubbernecking at the celebrity train wreck. And the

Internet offers much more delicious schadenfreude than Hollywood does. But TV is catching up.

DeGirippo is really into reality TV gossip, especially the various iterations of the Real Housewives
franchise, which is basically built around lolcows. But the experience of enjoying the shows doesn’t stop
when the credits roll. In fact, for DeGrippo, the real fun begins the following morning, when Gawker’s
Richard Lawson posts snarky commentary of the previous night's drama. The mayhem continues in the

comments following the article.

Producers recognize this phenomenon, and they facilitate it with crazier, more dramatic content. Because
now Demi Lovato isn’t just competing with Miley Cyrus for your attention; she’s competing with Jessi
Slaughter, and Kiki Kannibal (teen webcam microcelebs who were recently targeted by trolls). This forces
Hollywood celebs to make themselves more accessible, offering the public their illicit cell phone photos,
for instance. Celebrities used to be unattainable demigods, and now we’re watching them fart and

philander on YouTube.

According to DeGrippo, LiveJournal became such fertile ground for drama because it was particularly

open, making it easy for noobs to spew their dysfunction into the world. It provided an early example of



the “follow” function called “friendslist,” which created a chronological feed for users to browse their
favorite LJ personalities. This functionality would come to define social blogging platforms like Twitter and
Tumblr years later. It also included a clever threaded commenting structure, making it easy for people to

keep discussion threads going for years.

Which is of course the exact opposite of how 4chan works. 4chan feels more like a fire hose of unrelated
content hitting you all at once and then disappearing down a storm drain. Speaking of which, how is it that
Encyclopedia Dramatica is so inextricably linked to 4chan rather than to LiveJournal? DeGrippo claims

she created ED to house one article about LiveJournal, and completely lost interest after that.

[ think this is something that many 4chan users wring their hands and tear their hair about. | still use LJ
every day. Ha! | have never been a 4chan user, so | just assumed these people were seeing stuff on the
Internet. As long as something wasn’t submitted as illegal or an abuse complaint, | didn’t even see it.

Wikis are something that you either closely, closely monitor and manage, or you just let it go.

And let it go she did, allowing Encyclopedia Dramatica to mutate into a museum of 4chan-related lulz and

drama. It also acts as a troll hall of fame.

In 2006, Seattle-area network administrator Jason Fortuny, who described himself as “a normal person
who does insane things on the Internet,” became an Encyclopedia Dramatica microceleb when he posed
as a woman seeking a partner for some rough sex in the “Casual Encounters” section of the Seattle
Craigslist personals. Fortuny then posted each response, many of which included personal and contact
information, to Encyclopedia Dramatica, calling it the Craigslist Experiment. A few respondents were fired
when companies caught wind of the information dump. This scandal gave ED its first taste of mainstream

media attention. Fortuny was required to pay one victim $74,252.56 in damages, attorney fees, and costs.

When the focus of Encyclopedia Dramatica shifted away from Livedournal, that's when DeGrippo stopped
having fun. She kept paying for server space because she thought maybe it might turn back around to

focus on lighthearted, sarcastic LJ drama again, rather than the mean-spirited trolling of 4chan.

Encyclopedia Dramatica never turned a profit. Like 4chan, it had just too much vile content to turn the
heads of any serious advertisers. DeGrippo never set out to make millions, and never used the popularity
of the site to further any personal agenda. Despite her fascination with Internet celebrity, she prefers to
keep her identity under wraps, so much so that | had no idea she was a woman in her 40s when | was

first able to track her down. She’s spoken to the press twice in the last seven years.



DeGrippo loved the Internet because of the interesting personalities she found there, ever since she
discovered BBSes at age 13 in the back of Thrasher, a skateboarding themed counterculture rag. Her
dad was a “mega hard-core smarty type,” who taught her basic computing. But she wasn’t a shut-in. She

was also on homecoming court and president of several clubs in high school.

Her experience with BBSes and IRC was controlled chaos. She claims that people were generally friendly
and wanted to collaborate, but Internet users back then were much more equipped to fight back against
antisocial behavior, since the very fact that they were on the Internet at the time meant that they knew a
thing or two about the technology. Plus the online experience was slow. “Being a dick took forever, so

why bother?” she says.
DeGrippo always suspected the Internet would go mainstream, but not exactly the way it has.

Technology is cheap and ubiquitous now. It’s just assumed. | used to think that everyone would be
programming C and writing their own operating systems. File systems would be taught in middle school,

kids would all be kernel committers.

But in reality it went the way of television. The populous wasn’t elevated. The entry was dumbed down.

No one knows how to fix their television, or cares. They just want to watch it.

DeGrippo came to hate ED, so in April 2011, she killed it. In its place she built Oh Internet (as in, “Oh,
Internet, you so crazy!”), a sanitized, approachable version of ED—if not for social value, then at least for
entertainment value. She believes that collecting and archiving content is valuable. And this time, she’s
doing it on her own terms. It’s still a user-edited wiki site, but it will be more closely monitored and
moderated. She believes that if a person wants to upload embarrassing information to the Internet, all that
content is fair game, but she doesn’t want Oh Internet to be a place where personal info and dirty laundry

is easily posted and distributed. Leave that to 4chan.

The Cheezburger Network

It started with a supremely stupid image macro featuring a chubby British Shorthair cat. The happy cat
photo was captioned with the line “I Can Has Cheezburger?” and eventually launched a media empire.
The image was originally posted to Something Awful in the tradition of 4chan’s lolcats. A blogger named

Eric Nakagawa thought the lolcat was hilarious, so he created a blog to document funny cat photos.



Meanwhile, in Seattle, a start-up kid named Ben Huh was running a tiny blog about being a pet owner in
Seattle. Fate struck when Nakagawa hot-linked one of Ben Huh’s animal photos and brought down Huh'’s
server with an avalanche of traffic. Also known as inline linking, this means Nakagawa linked directly to
Huh’s image rather than hosting the image on his own server. It's considered a supremely dickish move
because the hot-linker gets to benefit from featuring the image while the other guy has to deal with the

traffic it generates. Huh called Nakagawa and told him to cut it out.

Huh’s initial annoyance gave way to curiosity. If this goofy site had crashed his server, it must be getting a

ton of traffic. So he helped Nakagawa manage the site for a while, and then offered to buy it.

The blog was already hugely popular, but Huh spun the thing into a network of meme-oriented blogs that
had the sort of numbers major newspapers would envy, with the flagship site achieving over ten million

daily hits.

Huh insists that he wasn’t buying a site so much as the potential for a vibrant community. He’d seen the
way online communities like 4chan work together to create a vast canon of something approaching

modern folk art. The trick was getting the fad out of /b/ and into mom’s and dad’s laps.

Huh expanded the network to include a site for loldogs called | Has a Hotdog. There’s Daily Squee, a site
for cute pictures of all kinds (not just animals). You can probably guess what My Food Looks Funny is

about.

Then there’s FAIL Blog. The use of fail as a noun began to pop up on the web in 2008. It derives from a
bit of Engrish from a video game called Blazing Star. If you lose, the game tells you, “You fail it! Your skill
is not enough! See you next time! Bye bye!” The term eventually evolved to include the mirror term win,

and related terms epic fail and—you guessed it—epic win.

FAIL Blog is one of the biggest sites in the Cheezburger roster, essentially an America’s Funniest Home
Videos—style clearinghouse for videos and images illustrating extreme human stupidity. This expansion of
the Cheezburger brand has itself spawned Failbook (Facebook fails), Engrish Funny (self-explanatory),

There | Fixed It (dangerously lazy or inept repairs), and After 12 (party fails).

There’s also The Daily What, a tremendously popular Tumblr blog, which in just a few years cornered the
market on meme-oriented news with its staggering publishing speed, though much of its coverage is
scraped directly from Reddit. TDW has recently diversified into TDW Geek and TDW Tease, which cover

geek news and racy content, respectively.



A handful of other random meme-oriented sites rounds out the Cheezburger Network. Advice animal
memes, demotivational posters, GIFs, trolls, RageToons, and more. Basically, if Huh sees a meme
trending on 4chan or Reddit and he thinks it’s strong enough, he builds a blog around it. These blogs print

money, and this is where Huh starts to draw criticism.

“You’re stealing our memes!” screams 4chan. “You're profiting off our hard work!” cries Reddit. That’'s a
big question guys like Ben Huh are facing right now. Who owns these memes? The person who created
the source material? The person who Photoshopped or otherwise augmented it? The community where it
was originally posted? The community that helped it go viral? These are questions that content producers

and intellectual property lawyers are currently wrestling with.

The Hitler biopic Downfall features a scene in which Adolf goes on a tirade, realizing that he’s lost the
war. Hundreds of YouTube parodists used the video and audio footage from the scene, but changed the
subtitles to suggest Hitler was freaking out over something else, like the price of the iPad. As the meme
spread, the producers of the film tried to have the clips removed. But the more they fought to suppress
the meme, the faster it spread. The conflict between the memesters and the creators of the source
material ended with the creators throwing up their hands in defeat. It was simply impossible for YouTube
to keep the stuff down. One particularly meta iteration of the meme showcased Hitler bemoaning the
takedown notices. Today, the meme is recreated in the wake of every major controversy or hot topic. If

something’s big in the news, there almost certainly will be a Downfall parody.

Imagine a guy spends two hours creating a Downfall parody video that gets posted all over Reddit and
eventually Gawker, which doesn’t give the remixer credit. The guy sends a furious complaint to Gawker,
claiming that he put his heart and soul into that remix and he should receive credit for his work. But what
about the community that made the clip go viral? And while we’re at it, what about the original film studio?
The actors, director, producer, makeup artist, and on and on down the line? Who deserves credit when

there are so many people involved in meme creation, even some who never wanted to create a viral hit?

Huh admits that he’ll catch flak no matter who gets credit.

People say, “I am part of this community, which had a hand in making the meme, it’s to our credit, even
though | personally had nothing to do with it” [or] “Hey, that image came from Reddit!” It didn’t come from
Reddit. We do the best we can; even though, in this example, Reddit is the popularizer, credit belongs

elsewhere.



Ben Huh can’t remember life before the web. His father was computer savvy, teaching his young son how
to take apart a computer and put it back together. But it wasn’t until Huh saw ICHC that he recognized
something special was happening online. It was while he worked for Eric Nakagawa that Huh discovered

4chan.

[ initially assumed it was just another forum, but it was like, “Oh my God.” Very eye opening. It gave me
some insight as to how memes formed there and why it’s such a breeding ground. You would post

something and have to rely on the digital and psychological memory of someone else.

| asked Huh why he thinks his sites have been such successes, and he draws from an offline analogy, the

celebrity sighting.

Think of you telling a friend, “I just saw Brett Favre.” There’s no benefit to you sharing that information,
but there is, biologically speaking, when you associate yourself with something greater than you. Not
because you’re giving them a piece of advice. | can tell you something funny or show you what'’s popular;

therefore my status in the community increases somewhat. There’s that powerful association.

This powerful association is what drives the memesphere.

Buzzfeed

In the mid-2000s, pretty much every media portal came up with some kind of web 2.0 strategy that would
help it harness and monetize user-generated content. No site pulled this off better than Buzzfeed, though
it had the advantage of starting from scratch. Co-founder Jonah Peretti was also responsible for the
Contagious Media Festival and for cofounding the web 2.0 news blog The Huffington Post, where he

learned a thing or two about viral content.

Peretti coined the term, the Bored at Work network, which he considered to be a vast untapped
demographic made up of millions of cube farm drones, already sitting at computers, looking for quick bits
of distraction while their bosses attend meetings. And not only looking for viral content, but also already
on Gchat, Twitter, or Facebook too, ready to forward content to their buddies. The key to tapping this far-

reaching market, according to Peretti, is letting them decide what’s popular.

Buzzfeed, launched in 2006, is powered by an algorithm that monitors over 120 million unique pages
across hundreds of media portals like Time, Aol News, and TMZ, taking into account social sharing on

platforms like Facebook, Twitter, and Stumbleupon. When the algorithm determines that a piece of



content is going viral, it sends a red flag to Buzzfeed’s editorial team. Buzzfeed also opens up its site to

direct submissions from Buzzfeed users, who have the ability to tag and vote on pieces of content.

Buzzfeed Senior Editor Scott Lamb started out at an alternative weekly in San Francisco after graduating,
and was immediately drawn to working on the website rather than the paper. He first recognized viral
content as something new and interesting when he was introduced to the All Your Base Are Belong to Us

phenomenon.

They say you can’t force a meme. And that’s true. What you can do, though, is create the right
environment for one to take off. And memes, most of them, have some element of social imperative,
something inherent in them that makes you want to share. We’re at this cool point where we all have
access to easy social sharing, which | think mimics a lot of the roots of meme culture in boards, where

people could easily and quickly read and respond to one another.

Buzzfeed also employs an in-house editorial team of meme-meisters, all with keen eyes for what could go
viral. The editors monitor places like Reddit and Tumblr, spotting content that their robot might miss. They
also create their own custom content, such as a list of pop starlets with chiseled male chests, and
approve submissions from the algorithm and the users. Of course, everything is integrated into major
social networks so users can easily share content and spot what’s already trending where. Each piece of
content submitted to the site has the potential to earn badges that say things like LOL, OMG, or Fail,

which give the site a colorful, fun vibe.

And so every day, editors, users, and machines team up to create a steady drip of simple, shareable, and
sticky content that's easy to consume in bite-sized chunks. They are constantly trying new things,

tweaking the algorithm, and killing what doesn’t work.

Though Lamb recognizes the influence of 4chan, he’s quick to concede that Good Morning America—type
mainstream content still pulls tremendous weight on the Internet. But those big media entities are

increasingly waiting for content to percolate on the web so they can pounce on buzz-worthy content.

| also asked Lamb the obligatory “future of journalism” question. While he recognizes the power of
Buzzfeed’'s model, he reminds me that Buzzfeed does not do any actual reportage—no interviews, no
articles, nothing. They’re curators, and we’ll always need people doing the journalistic legwork, even if

serious news sites trend toward a Buzzfeed-like model.



Know Your Meme

Google any meme. Chances are, within the first page of results, there’s an entry for it on Know Your
Meme. That’s because it’s the best place to figure out the who, what, when, where, and why of memetic

culture.

Kenyatta Cheese, Jamie Wilkinson, and Elspeth Jane Rountree were working at Rocketboom, a web
video company that produces a daily web news show. They were on 4chan every day, spending a lot of
time on Encyclopedia Dramatica, and talking about the weird little subculture. Over time they started to
notice that a lot of the stuff in that world was showing up in the mainstream. They’d notice an Adult Swim
ad here, or a commercial there, that referenced somewhat obscure memes that in most cases weren’t

being credited to the original creator.

Thus was born the Rocketboom Institute for Internet Studies, a tongue-in-cheek laboratory conceit
wherein the institute analyzed memetic culture as video segments under the Rocketboom brand.
Meanwhile, Jamie Wilkinson built a database platform in order to store information that would supplement
the existing Know Your Meme video series. The database’s popularity would eventually outstrip not only
the Know Your Meme videos, but the Rocketboom series as well. It’s a wiki site like Encyclopedia
Dramatica, but generally safe for work, approachable for noobs, and with an added layer of straight-faced

analysis and editorial control provided by a staff of Internet culture experts.

The typical KYM entry begins with a short introduction to the meme, along with a video or image
representation. Then it sources the meme as best it can, along with charts representing Google search
trends and social media stats. A description of why the meme is funny or interesting within the context of
the memesphere usually follows. Finally, a few dozen examples of derivatives and mashups, followed by

a place for commenters to discuss.

KYM is driven by user submissions, but on most entries at least one staff member is listed as one of the

editors. Cheese believes the ease of use for the random user is integral to the site’s value.

There’s the person who comes to us and says ‘I saw this one image macro appear on a thread on such
and such a forum back in 2003, and here’s the link.” Sometimes that bit of information is more important

than the high-level analysis from someone who’s an expert in cultural theory.



According to Cheese, you have to be somewhat familiar with 4chan to be able to wrap your head around

meme culture.

Most of the real rules of 4chan are not explicit. They’re things that you only understand after being a part
of the culture. You have to hang around lurking for months before you get a handle on what’s acceptable,
or what will be successful. And you can only be a part of the culture if you're willing to be infected by it.

You can’t go in as a journalist or a marketer hoping to figure them out. You won't.

Of course, that doesn’t stop social media “rock stars” from trying. Cheese says that about a quarter of the
submissions at KYM are suspected of coming directly from content producers and creative agencies
hoping to make their stuff go viral, but weeding out these forced memes is easy if you know anything

about how Internet culture works.

There has been some tension between Know Your Meme and 4chan for a few reasons. /b/tards don't like
it when anyone explains their subculture to NORPs (or normal ordinary respectable person; shorthand for
someone whose mind hasn’t been warped by the horrors of 4chan). And while /b/tards are happy to
contribute to the memesphere anonymously and for no pay, when someone else starts selling T-shirts,

people can get nasty.

4chan thought KYM wanted to commoditize, but we loved this stuff. Most of us had artist backgrounds,
who were hyperaware of the market commoditization of culture. That's not what we wanted for web

culture.

Of course, it’s not like Know Your Meme was ever hugely profitable (but it was acquired in March 2011 by
Ben Huh's Cheezburger network, so that’s probably going to change). Cheese sees KYM almost as a
public service that sustained itself in order to properly archive and analyze stuff that no one in academia

seemed willing or able to preserve properly.

We think of the Internet as being this place for information to live permanently, but if there’s no market

value in keeping something online, it could be lost forever.
Tumblr
| started a Tumblr blog three years ago, when it was being positioned as a place for creative types to

easily upload and share their stuff. At the time there was a little corner of the social network made up of

New York media types who used their Tumblr blogs to post writing they couldn’t sell. These bloggers



were witty, insightful, and happy to engage with people (like me) who didn’t have impressive media

credentials, as long as they had something interesting to say.

Tumblr is a simple, streamlined blogging platform that allows users to follow one another, like on Twitter.
The posts from the people you follow are collected in a feed, viewable in the Dashboard. Integral to the
site’s design is the Reblog function, which is used in lieu of comments. It copies someone’s post to your
blog, allowing you to add your comments. Then the original poster can re-reblog your post, if she wants.
This creates a conversation, and allows people to riff on each other’s creative work. It's a perfect platform

for meme creation.

Tumblr was founded in 2007 by David Karp, a high school dropout who taught himself to code, and a
small group of developers in New York. One member of the team, Christopher Price, is tasked with
managing the community of communities and facilitating its growth. No easy task, considering that people
use Tumblr for as many different purposes as you can imagine. Price’s enthusiasm and knack for creating
things that people wanted to share caught the attention of the Tumblr team, and they hired him. His
personal Tumblr blog reads, “l work at Tumblr. | live in Manhattan. Dinosaurs are awesome,” underneath
a googly-eyed close-up photo of his face. His goofy online persona has become something of a Tumblr

mascot.

Price tells me that the democratizing effect of the Internet excites him the most about the present age.
Everyone now has the ability to find a huge audience for their work, whereas just a few decades ago the

reach was limited to those who could buy the biggest radio towers.

Most of the Tumblr employees post a few times a day, but Price, going by “Topherchris,” outpaces them
all by far. This is a man who unabashedly loves memes, and he spends a sizable portion of his workday
experimenting with them—seeing what works and what doesn’t, tapping the community to create

interesting new things. Unlike his coworkers, Price’s online persona is silly, reflective of his childlike love

for his medium of choice.

| asked him why he’s so interested in memes.

There’s a spot in Argentina called Cueva de las Manos, or Cave of the Hands. About 9,000 years ago,
humans started painting images of their favorite food there, the guanaco. It’s like a llama. It’s no lolcat,
but they’re cute. Then, about 7,000 years ago, something happened. People started putting up hand
stencils. You'd put one hand up on the wall, hold your bone-made pipe in your other hand, and blow paint

through it towards the wall and your hand.



Why did people do this? Maybe it was an adolescent rite of passage. Maybe there are religious
implications. Maybe they just thought it looked cool. What we do know is that somebody did it first. And
then it was copied. And so on. Scattered amongst all these negative relief stencils of hands are a few
paintings of positive relief hands. (That is, instead of a painting of the outline of a hand, it’s a painting of a
hand itself.) Think about that. Somebody approached this wall of stencils and said, “Here’s another way to
do that.” That right there was the apex of meme technology at the time. Today we open things in
Photoshop and hit “invert.” Memes are our culture. Memes are our language. Memes use whatever

technology is available.

Price lives and breathes Tumblr. He says it “pokes a spot in my brain that feels good,” because it’s so
rewarding to share something he’s made with others, to know they’ve appreciated it and to watch them

share it with their friends.

With over 3 million users, it's safe to say that Tumblr is mainstream, though pockets of the Tumblrverse
are still as bizarre as can be. Consider Summer of Megadeth, a collective of NYC media malcontents who
started a group blog (or glog) with no clear editorial mission other than to crack vaguely heavy metal—
related jokes, mainly at the expense of New York media fameballs and random celebrities/pop
personalities. Other times it's a place to complain about Tumblr. Or talk feminism. Or post twenty images

of Warren Zevon in a row. The Calvinball concept is truly at play at SoM.

One member is the editor of a prominent music site. Another is an art director at an LA ad agency. Some
are unemployed. A favorite meme is to uphold contrarian ideals that are typically seen as wimpy or “not
very metal” and proclaim them as “so fucking metal” (Steely Dan being the example that comes to mind).
The group’s appreciation for schlocky heavy metal music is not dissimilar from 4chan’s obsession with
cute cats. SoM is actively antagonistic to outsiders, telling any confused onlookers to “delete your
Tumblr.” It relies heavily on an impenetrable, multilayered network of metal slang, ever-changing puns
and recurring meme gags that ward off most people who wander onto the blog wondering what it’s all
about. It's said that if you're following SoM, you’re missing the point. More recently members have taken
to switching up the URL of the site so the casually interested have difficulty finding it. According to
insiders, all the real action is happening in the back channel, a legendary email thread only accessible to

the blog’s mysterious contributors.

One contributor named Rendit described the site’s aesthetic:



It’s really quite simple. Someone dumb (me) comes up with an almost-funny joke and represents it in the
basest, most simplistic, and talentless way. Then! Someone smart does it again much better, making
actual reference to the source of the comedy and his or her work. After that, one of our members . . . will
apply the image to an incongruous situation, perhaps making a comment on the tumblrtroversy of the
moment. Hours later, [the aforementioned member] will show us all up with something like what you see
above [a clever photoshop], but by then we’ve all forgotten what the joke was in the first place. And yet it

lives on!

Like 4chan, it takes effort to appreciate Summer of Megadeth’s nuances. You have to possess both a
deep cultural understanding (and a knack for looking things up quickly when you don’t get the joke) in
order to make sense of any of it. Wordplay stacked on wordplay. Jokes are twisted, rearranged,
recontextualized, self-referenced, connected to ancient, obscure callbacks. But when the meme du jour
hits, and you really get it, there are few things more rewarding. They are drawing on a rich tapestry of

rapidly evolving cultural tradition. If Tumblr has a /b/, it's right here.

There is a meme that states that 4chan users aren’t supposed to like Tumblr users, because they’re a
bunch of artfag hipsters who steal 4chan’s memes. This antagonism peaked with a “war” in November
2010, when /b/tards launched Operation Overlord, perhaps the dumbest and most ineffectual among the
raids that were able to grab press. They planned to set up a bunch of dummy Tumblr accounts, build
huge follower bases, and then flood users’ dashboards with festish porn and gore, ultimately hoping to
take Tumblr down with a DDoS (distributed denial of service) attack. Some Tumblr users retaliated even
more ineffectually by spamming 4chan with references to Tumblr, Twilight, Harry Potter, and other cutesy
imagery they knew would annoy /b/. But as one /b/tard put it, “Raiding /b/ is like pissing in an ocean of

piss.”

ROFLCon

For the last two years, hundreds have gathered at MIT to attend a very silly conference called ROFLCon
(ROFL, which means rolling on the floor laughing, is a stronger variant of LOL). Reputable academics
mingle with cosplayers. Internet nerds meet the stars of memes gone by. The conference attempts to
host careful analysis of memetic culture and promotes the collection and preservation of Internet

ephemera. Most of all, it’s a lighthearted celebration of all things webby.



The primary organizer of the event is Tim Hwang, a researcher for the Barbarian Group, the meme-
friendly digital agency. He’s also part of the Web Ecology Project, an organization dedicated to the
preservation of digital culture and folklore. The Web Ecology Project’s latest project is a complete,

downloadable archive of Encyclopedia Dramatica.

The germ of ROFLCon began when Hwang attended an event built around the popular nerdy webcomic
xked in nearby Somerville, Massachusetts. xkcd is drawn and authored by Randall Munroe, who, before
he was able to make a living from his stick-figure doodles, worked for NASA as a roboticist. xked is a
powerhouse in the memesphere (for example, Munroe once created a site

called http://www.wetriffs.com after bemoaning a lack of “guitar-in-shower” pornography on the web—a

nod to Rule #34), and nearly all of Munroe’s comics get the kind of hits most newspapers would kill for.

The event was a simple meet-up based on nerd culture, but way too many people showed up.

So in 2008, Hwang and his friends decided to put on a legit convention for Internet nerdery. They brought
in academics to comment on Internet culture and invited meme stars to hang out too. It was a big

success, garnering glowing press. Even Tron Guy showed up!

Tron Guy, aka Jay Maynard, was a flabby programmer whose spandex costume inspired by Disney’s
Tron went viral in 2004 via Slashdot and Fark, reaching a peak with appearances on Jimmy Kimmel Live.
Tron Guy can be seen as a representative for people who display their unassuming quirkiness on the
web. There’s Peter Pan impersonator Randy Constan, Michael Blount of “Hello My Future Girlfriend,”
Ginger Kid, and countless more, but Tron Guy was one of the first. Like many meme celebrities, his
appearance on the web was initially met with derision. But his appearance at ROFLCon was met with
rapturous applause. Here was a guy who was doing his thing and simply could not give a damn what
anyone else thought. Welcome to the Internet, where nerds are free to self-actualize to their hearts’

content.

ROFLCon had a panel that included the guy who designed the Three Wolf Moon shirt, along with the first
Amazon reviewer, drilling down to deep levels of what Hwang calls “micro-micro-microfame.” The Three
Wolf Moon is a kitschy t-shirt that would not look out of place on your stereotypical basement dweller or,
these days, worn ironically on a hipster bass player. The shirt got thousands of reviews on Amazon, far
outpacing sales. Reviewing the thing became a lightly competitive game. The goal was to come up with

funny, creative ways to describe the Three Wolf Moon shirt. The top-rated review begins:


http://www.wetriffs.com/

This item has wolves on it which makes it intrinsically sweet and worth 5 stars by itself, but once | tried it
on, that’s when the magic happened. After checking to ensure that the shirt would properly cover my

girth, | walked from my trailer to Wal-mart with the shirt on and was immediately approached by women.

The shirt became a meme, parodied by CollegeHumor and covered by several major papers. This is the

sort of phenomenon that the ROFLCon folks love to pick apart, analyze and commemorate.

Hwang'’s fascination with meme-dom began with early memes like Hamster Dance, Zombocom, and other
single-destination sites. He recalls that Hamster Dance, like many sites of the day, had a stats ticker at
the bottom of the page, so you could watch how big the thing was getting, and how quickly. He first
recognized that Internet culture had bled into the mainstream when he saw Rick Astley perform “Never

Gonna Give You Up” at the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade in 2008.

Hwang first encountered 4chan in middle school. He claims that at the time, a big part of the attraction to
the Internet was finding nasty things to send to his friends. At the time he and his buddies were passing

around a lot of Rotten and Stile Project links. At some point, this gave way to 4chan content.

As an informal meme historian, Hwang recognizes the cultural import of 4chan.

The content 4chan produces is so powerful. We are increasingly moving away from the Internet as it
existed in the mid-90s. There was no one trying to commercialize or police it. We are also moving towards
non-anonymization. On 4chan, you have to shape who you are by what you’re doing. It also brings it back

demographically to the way things were when | was first discovering the web.

According to Hwang, 4chan matters for two reasons. First, its users are “white blood cells” of the Internet,
because they perform vigilante justice—against people who harm animals, for instance. He points to the
increasing role that 4chan users have in geopolitics, as they have successfully brought down the sites of
massive multinational corporations. Second, Hwang claims that although 4chan exists as this “other” state

outside of the rest of life online, it is an important part of the web’s cultural production.

Hwang laughs at the raw visual power of the Xzibit meme, which 4chan kick-started in 2007. You may
know Xzibit as a rapper and host of the MTV show Pimp My Ride. But on the Internet, he’s become so
closely linked with his meme that the usual words used to caption image macros are no longer necessary;

his smiling face says it all.



Pimp My Ride featured Xzibit and his gearhead crew retrofitting jalopies with outlandish accoutrements
like flat-screen TVs or fish tanks. Xzibit would often say something along the lines of, “Yo/Sup dawg, |
heard you like Xbox so we put an Xbox in your car so you can play Xbox on the road.” A clever
Photoshopper recognized this recurring line and made an image macro featuring a grimacing Xzibit

captioned with, “Yo dawg, | herd u like cars so we put a car in yo car so you can drive while u drive.”

The meme was a massive hit straight out of the gate. It’'s gotten to the point where just the picture of
Xzibit’'s smiling face sans caption suggests recursion. The meme culminated two years later with a fuming
Twitter response from an understandably frustrated Xzibit (I mean, the guy was a respected gangsta

rapper at one point):

Everybody with the “sup dawg” shit can find the highest place in your house and jump on something

sharp to kill yourselves.it’s fucking old.

No matter how trivial memes like this may seem, millions of people participate in them every day. Tim
Hwang'’s trying to figure out why. This kind of humor is just a sliver in the wider world of meme culture that
he hopes to explore through ROFLCon and the Web Ecology Project. Naysayers look at something like
the Xzibit meme and see a corny joke at best, but folks like Hwang see nothing less than tiny revolutions
in entertainment, media, and human social interaction. Even moot showed up at the last ROFLCon after

giving a TED Talk.

In his book Cognitive Surplus, Clay Shirky argues that the web is making us smarter, collectively.
Humanity is working together like never before, each individual contributing something so minute as a
single correction to an obscure Wikipedia entry or a photograph uploaded to Flickr. Even our Google
queries help the search giant perfect its algorithms. Whether we realize it or not, we are behaving as a

hive mind, and those tiny trivial inputs add up to monumental social change.

Reddit

4chan’s influence in the memesphere isn’t going anywhere soon, but Reddit is definitely catching up.
Reddit is currently the biggest social content aggregator, recently taking the reins from Digg after that
site’s troubled redesign. Reddit users post pieces of content and “upvote” ones they like or “downvote”
ones they don’t. Even comments can be upvoted or downvoted, which makes browsing comment threads

sorted by vote count half the fun.



For our purposes, the Condé Nast—owned but still very nerdy Reddit is interesting for three reasons. First,
it acts as a gateway between 4chan and the rest of the Internet. Second, it's a place where the
mainstream media has recently gone to routinely scrape through content for news. Third, it facilitates

meme creation that rewards users in a way that 4chan doesn't.

Reddit is a good gatekeeper for 4chan because its users are immersed in a meme-saturated environment
—but it’s not anonymous and everything is archived, so its users don’t act like sociopaths. There’s also an
incentive to be nice, or at least comprehensible, since everything that’s said can be rated by fellow

Redditors.

What truly sets Reddit apart is subreddits, which are tiny communities for infinitely granular subject areas.
Where most sites would create tags for topics like “Tech,” “Gaming,” “News,” and “Sports,” Reddit allows
its users to create their own tags, which quickly turn into tiny little communities that in many ways have
replaced special interest blogs. For instance, I'm not into video games so much anymore, but | still play
Starcraft, so | follow the Starcraft subreddit. It's very specific Starcraft news, all the time. | follow several
dozen other subreddits, each pulling content from hundreds of blogs across the web, each sorted for the
most interesting and funny content, and each appended with scintillating conversation. It’s a fantastic
platform that combines a high-level overview of the web with magnified looks at only the things | find

interesting. | typically check Reddit every few hours to see what’s going on in my world.

Reddit has become nearly as adept at creating memes as 4chan. Consider the Inglip mythos. Inglip is a
RageToon-based series of comics built on the random pairings of words spit out by reCAPTCHA, a
Google-owned user authentication service that forces users to type out squiggly words in order to let web
pages know that they’re not SPAM robots. It all started when one Redditor found the words “inglip
summoned” in a reCAPTCHA. He made a comic alluding to an ancient Lovecraftian deity (“Inglip has
been summoned. It has begun”). Then another user followed up with the reCAPTCHA result “called

gropagas,” which he preceded with a question:

| hope our dedication to your lordship has been satisfactory. Tell me, oh great Inglip, what should your

followers call themselves?

“called gropagas”

“As you wish, my lord. We are the gropagas and united, we will take the world in your name!”



Hundreds of responses followed, fleshing out the Inglip mythos. And it’s all based on randomly generated
words. A few years ago, this sort of collaborative metahumor would have been found only on 4chan (or

maybe Something Awful), but the rest of the Internet, with Reddit leading the charge, has caught up.

Reddit has also reappropriated 4chan’s Ask Me Anything, or AMA threads, which have attracted some

major celebrities in addition to nerd icons like moot.

The all-time top verified AMA threads include those of 74-time Jeopardy! champion Ken Jennings, actor
Bruce Campbell, Columbine shooting survivor Brooks Brown, and a former Marine One crew chief.
Unverified AMA threads, which are often even more interesting, include a military whistleblower, a girl
who spent 16 months as a full-time BDSM slave, a person who was caught and tortured during recent
rioting in Egypt, a man who only answers questions using MS Paint, a brain cancer victim with 2—6
months to live, and a four-year-old girl (with help from her dad). After a few controversies in which AMA

posters were revealed to be trolls, Reddit has taken steps to integrate a verification process.

Canvas

When moot gave an AMA on Reddit on March 29th, 2011, most of the questions about Canvas, his new
startup, dealt with his team’s decision to integrate Facebook Connect into the site’s private beta-testing
period. Basically, if you wanted to be a part of Canvas, you had to reveal your identity. 4chan diehards felt

betrayed. Their patron saint of anonymity had given up the good fight in order to cash in.

The top comment, which received over thirteen hundred votes, read, “How do you justify rallying against

the lack of anonymity that Facebook provides and then requiring it for your next project?”
moot replied:

| think it's important to understand the difference between advocating for anonymous contribution, and a

| want the public to understand the importance of having the option to contribute anonymously. At SXSW,
| focused on anonymous authenticity, and the creativity that anonymity allows for. The ability to fail quietly
without having that failure associated with your name/identity allows for more experimentation and limit

pushing. People also contribute in a totally raw, unfiltered way, that I'd argue is more authentic than real-



ID [An ID authentication measure taken by game developer Blizzard to link players’ in-game and forum

identities with their real names].

He went on to outline some times when identity is preferable, such as places that experience lots of low-

quality comments, like YouTube and TechCrunch. One detractor replied:

His worldview is balanced, if that's what you mean, but he answered nothing at all. Nothing proves to me
that he won’t use information from my account, just as nothing proves to me that Facebook itself won't.

And we know they do. So his answer was the same as saying “please trust me”. Well | won't.

But most respondents were OK with it. Of course, this was Reddit, not 4chan.

4chan uses basically the same software that it did when it started out, which itself was antiquated by the
standards of the day. moot’s vision for Canvas is a web community that takes advantage of faster
browsing capability as well as the lessons he’s learned from eight years of running 4chan. To fill that
community with users who are going to push the platform forward, he’s going to have to weed out trolls.

The Facebook Connect integration is probably a good start. Canvas isn’t 4chan 2.0.

It's basically a user-friendly, browser-based image-editing tool connected to an imageboard with light
social networking features. It's simple for people who don’t have editing ability or don’t have a copy of
Photoshop, and because it’s hosted online you don’t have to upload and download and reformat and
resize in order to move content from your computer to the web. Ninety-nine percent of the people
remixing images on Facebook (or 4chan, for that matter) don’t need tools as robust as Photoshop
because they’re mostly only adding text or slapping a layer over an existing image. Canvas’s remixing
tool allows users to do these things. What's more, it’s all archived, so users can post an image and watch
their friends create genuinely clever remixes over time, without having to worry that it's going to fall off the
edge in a few hours. Everything is shareable on Facebook, Tumblr, and Twitter. Surely they’re working on

integration with Reddit.

I’'m looking at Canvas as | write, in May 2011. Someone has posted a blank page with the words “What is
Canvas?” written on it. It was posted five days ago in the #drawing thread, so it's encouraging other users
to draw response images. The first reply has written “a website” in the blank space and earned 9 stickers.
The stickers represent basic emotional responses (happy face, sad face, heart, question mark, etc.). This
response has earned some of each, but it looks like the smarty face, represented by a smiley with a

distinguished mustache and monocle, is winning out.



Another has written a small essay within the image.

| begin by scrolling around, learning my way navigating throughout the site. It is interesting to see the
amount of stuff | have already seen, and very quickly | realize, this is SFW. | get excited. | continue to
look around and discover the ‘remix’ button. So | try it out and post a relatively funny picture (in my

opinion). Nothing happens. | go to bed, thinking | am very unfunny.

[ wake up in the morning with a cookie and two lol stickers and it’s such a relief. | mean, | hardly got to
sleep last night. So | find another popular thread, and post another idea | have. It immediately gets a #1

and a smiley and | get very excited and tell my friend. Then | go to bed.

| wake up the next morning to find that | have received over 50 #1 stickers. | am ecstatic and | go through
the rest of my day overjoyed. | continue to read and post and come up with funny pictures, and even
show my girlfriend the webpage because of how excited | am. Then my picture appears on the ‘best’ tab

and I'm like FUCK YEA.
What is canv.as you ask me?

The greatest thing ever.

The post has 16 stickers and one comment: “dude your post rocks. long live canv.as!” The next post
remixes the essay with a giant “TL;DR” plastered on top. (Too long; didn’t read, a common 4chan
dismissal for anything longer than a few sentences.) The next remixer answers the question, “What is

canvas?” with a picture of actual canvas, the kind painters use.

| think this thing’s going to be huge.

The News Media

Today there is a tremendous pressure on journalists to “create” viral content. When | was writing about
memes for an Internet culture blog called Urlesque, | spent a lot of time tracking how the mainstream
media picked up on memes, and over the course of 2010 | noticed that reporters were increasingly relying

on Reddit to find news.

In January 2011, a Cleveland man took a video of a local homeless guy named Ted Williams, who

happened to have a trained “golden radio voice,” and posted the footage on YouTube. The video



eventually found its way to Reddit, with the poster hoping that maybe a fellow user might be able to offer
Williams some voice work. The footage of this down-on-his-luck, scraggly homeless guy juxtaposed with
his sonorous voice shocked the community, and dozens came forward to help out. One offered to buy
Williams a phone, another a suit, another studio time, and still more offered producing and editing
services. Over a dozen Redditors specifically offered work in the Cleveland area. This outpouring of

generosity is par for the course on Reddit, a mirror image of 4chan’s collaborative destruction.

Within a day, Williams started getting coverage and interviews at every major news outlet. One particular
story caught my eye. Indianapolis’s Fox affiliate wanted a piece of that “homeless person with an
unexpected talent” pie, so they sent a reporter out in the dead of winter and asked various homeless
people if they had any special talents. The reporter asked them if they’d seen the footage of Ted Williams
(what?) and told them that he was given a new house and job for his talents. One woman’s eyes lit up
with the realization that this could be her ticket out of destitution and she sang a soulful gospel tune. It
was an unsettling display of the worst kind of bandwagon journalism, showing just how desperate the

media is to be a part of the meme of the day. The video has since been taken down.

The Entertainment Industry

The relationship between show business and the web is strained. Only very recently have entertainment
execs come to view the web as a unique platform for interactive content rather than just another channel
to cram their existing products into. The influence of the memesphere can be seen moving in both
directions. Cable TV shows like Tosh.0 and Best Week Ever focus heavily on the viral content of the
moment. Late-night TV hosts joke about viral sensations. Morning talk shows bring on victims of trolling

and YouTube microcelebrities.

Stephen Colbert gave a nod to Anonymous in February 2011, having previously flirted with Reddit on his
show. For a split second, a Guy Fawkes mask (the Anonymous calling card) was superimposed over
Colbert’s face, leading many to believe that Anonymous had hacked into the broadcast and was sending
a subliminal message to viewers. Others speculated that it was a winking recognition of the hacktivist
group, expressing solidarity with their aims. It turned out to be a joke coming from inside the Colbert

camp, which was used as a setup for a segment later that week.

On the other side, we see mainstream entertainment dipping its toes into the web. Celebrities now

interact directly with their fan bases through Twitter. Conan O’Brien harnesses his vast network of



Facebook fans with Team Coco. Bands signed to mainstream labels, such as OK Go, court YouTube
audiences with videos produced with clever gimmickry engineered for viral success. Rocker Andrew W.K.

recently did a live Q&A with 4chan, the first of its kind.

In strict terms, not much has changed but the technology. Entertainers have always wanted to create

memes. The Internet just allows them to do so much more rapidly, cheaply, and to greater effect.

The Advertising Industry

Advertisers are increasingly recognizing the power of Internet memes. For example, Jennifer Aniston
recently did a spot for smartwater featuring a host of Internet microcelebrities and cute cats in an attempt

to jokingly reference the advertising industry’s recent obsession with memetic culture.

| talked to Rick Webb, co-founder of the Barbarian Group, a digital ad agency based in NYC, about a viral
project he helped conceive back in 2001 for Crispin Porter + Bogusky client Burger King. Streaming video
had only recently become available to a majority of households, and ad agencies were beginning to take
notice. That year, BMW had unleashed The Hire, a short film series produced, directed, and starring
Hollywood A-listers. It was hugely successful, and opened up streaming video as a viable advertising

platform.

But the Internet isn’t just another visual channel. It allows for interactive content, and BMW'’s films, while

innovatively placed, did little to take advantage of the Internet’s core competencies.

Rick Webb was drawn to the web at an early age, when he discovered Usenet, a good way to connect
with like-minded folks from outside his native Alaska. Webb’s interests ran toward the countercultural, and
the Internet fed his passions. Rick eventually found his way to Manhattan, where he now manages digital

campaigns for global clients.
Before the blog era, a grassroots marketing strategy was, in Webb’s words, “horrible and no fun.”

It generally involved commenting on message boards, IM and email spamming, astroturfing [drumming up
interest in a product or service by creating the illusion of an extant grassroots movement], and the like.
We didn’t do it. We focused on making great things and using what tools we had at the time—email, IM,

traditional PR and maybe a little LiveJournal—to get it in front of people and get it to spread. But for those



who wanted to pay to catalyze a meme, it was generally pretty sketchy. Lots of pretending to be

enthusiasts on message boards.

Webb spends a lot of time coming up with memes for clients. Today he doesn’t have to start from square
one every time because the social web allows the Barbarian Group to maintain a constant identity on
Twitter, Facebook, and the blogs of its employees. And they don't just blog about marketing stuff. Webb
himself maintains a Tumblr blog dedicated mostly to the indie rock of his youth. His followers recognize
that he represents an ad agency, but he’s also a real human being. People who have no interest in “the
biz” follow him because he’s interesting, and he doesn’t use his various platforms to jam marketing

messaging down their throats.

When we did the chicken, the meme was initially propagated almost exclusively via email and some IM.
Now we have all these tools and technologies that foster meme propagation. Twitter, Facebook Like,

Tumblr, StumbleUpon and Buzzfeed are the big ones. None of those existed before.

When Webb wants to launch a viral campaign, he knows he can get it in front of ten or twenty thousand

people (some of whom are journalists and powerful tastemakers) without spending a single media dollar.

So what’s this “chicken” all about? Burger King had a longtime tagline, “Have it Your Way,” and was trying
to promote a new chicken sandwich. CP+B partnered with the Barbarian Group to create the Subservient
Chicken, a campaign that would almost immediately go down as a classic advertising case study in every

college marketing textbook.

Here’s how it worked. If you went to Burger King’s website and clicked on the appropriate link, you'd see
a loading screen that read, “Contacting Chicken.” Then a small Flash window appeared featuring a man
in a chicken suit and a text field reading, “Get chicken just the way you like it. Type in your command

here.”

The first thing | typed back in 2001 was fight. To my delight, the chicken adopted a sword-fighting stance
and began to parry and thrust at the camera. | typed in a naughty word. The chicken put his hands on his

hips, walked to the camera, and shook his head disapprovingly.

Wait, what? Did they actually hire a guy to stand there all day performing commands?



Of course they didn’t. They polled their agencies internally, asking, “What would you tell the chicken to
do?” They pared thousands of responses down to the four hundred most common commands, and filmed

responses for them all.

Trying to create an Internet meme was new territory for ad agencies. How were they able to convince the

burger giant to run with such a wacky idea?

Luck. Small budget. Couldn’t hurt. Amazing sales on the part of CP + B. Marketers were also learning
about the concept of viral marketing at that time via think pieces in AdAge and were willing to experiment

with very small amounts of their budgets.

Webb says that smart marketing departments have experimental budgets that they devote to playing with
emerging trends. The Barbarian Group subsisted on those small experimental budgets until the chicken
changed everything. The campaign was a raging success, one of the earliest examples of an agency
harnessing the power of viral content. It cost almost nothing, and generated loads of traffic for the client. It
was the first of its kind, establishing proof that viral marketing could work. “After that,” says Webb, “the

floodgates opened.”

Advertisers have been trying to replicate the success of Subservient Chicken ever since. Webb says that
brands are now more willing to be authentic and honest than they were before the rise of the Internet. In
order to achieve success in the memesphere, they have to be able to create something that’s interesting

enough to watch or experience, but also something people will want to share.

When | showed Webb the Jennifer Aniston video, he had to laugh.

What you see here, is that the divide between paid media and viral is blurring. This is not, technically, a
viral video in the old sense, because a lot of money was spent getting the initial word out (never mind the

budget that allowed them to pay for Jennifer Aniston).

It might be smarter, but compared to Subservient Chicken, the costs-to-results ratio is way higher. They
paid a bundle to use Aniston. It guaranteed them a million views, but was it worth it? Not necessarily. A

good idea is a lot cheaper than a celeb tacked onto some ad exec’s idea of what memes are.

Just ask Portland’s Wieden + Kennedy, who produced the legendary “The Man Your Man Could Smell

Like” campaign for Old Spice, which, like the Subservient Chicken, holds up the industry press as being a



game-changing campaign that took advantage of the Internet’s core competencies in a way that hadn’t

been done before.

The original spot was simple. A hunky guy addressing the camera with a suave “Hello Ladies,” followed
by a goofy spiel about how showering with Old Spice body wash would turn the viewer’'s man into the kind
of dreamboat that would buy you tickets “to that thing you love.” The hunk, played by former NFL wide
receiver Isaiah Mustafa, moved seamlessly from his bathroom shower to a beach in a single take, with
the camera zooming out to reveal that Mustafa was, inexplicably, riding bareback on a mighty steed. The

spot ended with a hilarious absurdism, “I'm on a horse,” that became a mini-meme in its own right.

The ad would have been huge had W+K left it at that, but they followed up the TV spots with an
interactive YouTube and Twitter experience that left many ad execs smacking their foreheads, wondering
why they hadn’t thought of something so simple (and cost-effective) years ago. They filmed Mustafa
answering questions that came in from Twitter and YouTube, focusing on tech-savvy celebrities like
Ashton Kutcher, Twitter’'s Biz Stone, Alyssa Milano, and Digg founder Kevin Rose. But the Old Spice Guy

also responded to everyday people, like a random teenage girl named Lindsey.

The thirty-second responses were simply shot in the Old Spice Guy’s bathroom, complete with props. All

two hundred responses felt carefully crafted. Especially the response to anonymous.

Hello anonymous. I'm glad at least some of most of you are liking my new Old Spice commercial.

Random crown [holds up crown].

And that means a lot.

Large book [holds up book].

Because you're important to me.

Jewel-encrusted scepter [holds up scepter].

And | want to make you proud.

Freshwater fish [holds up fish].

So | always try my best.



Delicious cake [holds up cake].

Because you deserve the best.

The fish again [holds up fish].

So that’s what | give you.

Thank you friends, you’re my everything.

Expensive magnifying glass [holds up magnifying glass].

If you haven’t guessed, the random objects are of course clever references to 4chan’s random /b/ board.
And delicious cake is a more direct reference to the aforementioned “get the cake” game. As you can
imagine, /b/ freaked out and fell in love with Mustafa, which is interesting, because any less witty
message would likely have been met with a massive trolling effort. The video response was smart, and
seemed more like a friendly wink than a shallow attempt at generating buzz. This campaign marks the
first time any corporate entity has actively courted 4chan, and | suspect it won’t be the last. Old Spice was
able to garner social media points by courting Digg and Reddit simultaneously, exploiting their longtime

rivalry. Sales of Old Spice went up more than 100 percent.

Rick Webb says that paying for content in the memesphere can help, but only up to a point.

Buzzfeed and Stumbleupon, especially, are INSANELY good at helping juice your memes in the
beginning. Amazingly good. Their ad offerings are par excellence for cheaply getting your first million
views. The name of the game is to spend a little money and kick it off then it goes viral and millions of

more see it for free.

Webb says that agencies have to recognize their strengths, because today everyone has the tools to
make a Subservient Chicken. He argues that brands have to step up their games in order to outshine the
rest of the Internet’s fantastic amateur content. Just as Hollywood is competing with indie filmmakers by
producing ever more expensive summer blockbusters like Avatar and Inception, agencies have to use
their budgets to make simple ideas look fantastic. The Barbarian Group was able to do this with a
campaign called Beer Cannon, in which they shot cans of Milwaukee’s Best out of a cannon into various
objects, filmed with an expensive slow-motion camera. That’s a basic idea, but something your average

teenager can't replicate.



Webb tells me that most ad people are aware of 4chan and poke around there, though the Barbarian
Group has never executed any formal campaigns on the site. Generally clients don’t want to have

anything to do with 4chan, but agencies are happy to browse the site to keep an eye on memes bubbling

up.

The Barbarian Group has been giant 4chan fans since the beginning. | still go on there constantly to poke
around, reset my brain, learn about the psyche of certain types of people. There’s definitely a window into
the soul going on there, though you gotta temper it by going to some deep Christian websites and

remember not everyone is pure id.

In Japan, Dentsu, the world’s biggest ad agency, has a buzz research division that constantly monitors
the activity of 2channel, hoping to spot memes and trends before they become mainstream. I'd bet that
we’ll see this more formal research happen in the West too—if not with 4chan specifically, with the

surrounding host of sites that make up the memesphere.

The speed of appropriation on 4chan has certainly affected the rest of the web. The public has an
insatiable appetite for new memes, so thousands are created every day. Ad agencies are no longer just
competing with other agencies for your attention, they’re competing with every teenage slacker packing a

copy of Photoshop (or Final Cut, or ProTools).

Marci Ikeler is Director of Digital Strategy at Grey Group, a global marketing communications agency. She
gave a presentation at South by Southwest Interactive this year, right after Christopher Poole’s keynote,
called “Haters Gonna Hate: Lessons for Advertisers from 4chan.” She describes herself as a nerd first

and strategist second, having taught herself to code at an early age.

Marci tells me she’s been keeping an eye on 4chan for the last few years, and says that 4chan users
have managed to get mass media attention by understanding what people are intrinsically interested in,

something advertisers are sometimes not very good at.

Ikeler defines five properties of 4chan that she thinks advertisers can learn from.

First, “Bump.” This refers to how communities self-select what kind of information is important to them,
and furthermore what kind of information sticks around. According to Ikeler, a lot of old-school ad men
hate to see chatter about their brands on social networks because it’s not under their control. But it’s in
advertisers’ best interests to view even the most antagonistic comments as valuable opinions coming

from an honest forum. This kind of feedback can be tremendously valuable compared to the focus groups



of yore. The key is to transition from a perspective of wanting to control the conversation to engaging the

audience on the same level and allowing them to define what works about a brand and what doesn’t.

Second, “Moar” (more in chan-speak, which often mocks bad spellers). This refers to the need for
advertisers to hit the marketplace hard with many iterations of a brand concept, not just a single big piece
like a Super Bowl ad. You want your audience to be hungry for more. According to lkeler, the best way to

meet that demand is with microcontent like tweets and Facebook replies.

Third, “Mods are asleep” (mods are forum moderators). On 4chan, users whisper this during off-peak
hours in the hopes that someone will post content that would otherwise get them banned. Marci
encourages advertisers to lay off a bit when moderating social media presence. A good example of a
brand that failed to do this is Smirnoff Ice, who put the kibosh on an incredibly viral phenomenon called
“Bros Icing Bros.” The game had guys pranking their friends by leaving bottles of warm Smirnoff Ice
around, which, according to the game’s rules, had be drunk on sight. While Smirnoff was right in
assuming that the subtext of the game was that Smirnoff Ice tastes terrible, the company lost an

opportunity when it didn’t embrace the prank and capitalize on its virality.

Fourth, Ikeler raises how trollish behavior can cause tiny PR crises and also disrupt community managers

from dealing with legitimate concerns by drawing their attention toward triviality.

Fifth, “Not your personal army.” This is a common 4chan response to any call to action deemed unworthy
of anons’ attention. lkeler interprets this as a warning not to expect too much of audiences. They need to
be given the motivation to participate in branding efforts. It's not enough to throw a bunch of social media

tools online and expect people to show up and start creating buzz. In other words, “What’s in it for me?”

My conversation with lkeler ends on a note that would surely send chills down the spine of every creative

director in the industry.

Content is no longer valuable. We simply have too much content. There’s more content being produced in
a day than we could consume in our entire lives. Advertisers are in the business of creating content that’s

no longer valuable. We should be focusing more on curation and engagement.

She’s right. And it's not just advertising. Publishing, show business, media, art and design too. 4chan
shows us that there are enough creative people out there doing for free, and for zero recognition, what
professionals have been paid to do for centuries. Furthermore, we have learned that what separated

professional creatives from the amateurs wasn’t so much a level of talent, but access to distribution



channels. Now that the social web has provided so many amateurs with a way to reach millions, they’re

outshining the pros everwhere.

The Meme Life Cycle

THROUGHOUT 2010 | wrote for an Internet culture blog called Urlesque. Our stated goal was to “uncover
bits of the web.” We reported most memes that came along, but for me the most interesting assignments
allowed me to cover the way memes spread. How exactly does a no-name tween become an overnight
celebrity, sharing iTunes chart space with global pop superstars like Ke$ha and Rihanna? How are
people able to find out about memes? Why does one girl’s tearful reaction to the Twilight trailer beat out a
professionally produced viral campaign with a budget of millions? At this point we know what memes are,
but where do they come from? How do they spread? The first step in answering these questions is an

understanding of the Meme Life Cycle.

The following cycle is loosely defined. Memes don’t always follow this pattern in this order, nor does their

rise to mainstream exposure always include all eight of these steps, but it's a useful template.

Birth

Internet memes are born when the original source material is initially uploaded anywhere on the Internet.
Fertile meme territory can be found all over the web, especially on community sites that encourage
content uploading like YouTube, DeviantArt, or Facebook, but also on remote locations like personal

webpages.

It could be a video of a guy riding a dirt bike into a railing, a hilariously comprehensive treatise on an
obscure cartoon, a clever Photoshopped image, or video of a tween girl having a public emotional
breakdown. Once a potential meme is on the web, it may sit idle for months or even years until it is

discovered, likely by the meme curators at 4chan.

Discovery



Someone posts the item to 4chan, usually accompanied by a comment like, “Holy crap, you guys,” or
“WTF” (or OMG or LOL or rage or any number of strong emotions). If it's a good meme, the conversation

thread explodes. Hundreds of people add their commentary. The meme spreads to other threads.

If i's an image, we’ll see parodic Photoshops and image macros. If it’s video, we’ll likely encounter
mashups and YouTube Poop, a game in which users deconstruct and piece together video footage for
psychedelic or absurdist effect. If it's audio, memes are remixed, chopped, screwed, mashed up. Even
simple text memes, like creepy stories or hilarious personal experiences, will be retrofitted into a series of

copypasta templates.

Before long, we can’t scroll through /b/ without being inundated by the meme.
Aggregation

At some point, the meme jumps from 4chan to the broader Internet. This usually happens when someone
posts the meme to a content aggregator like Reddit or Digg. These sites allow memes to flourish beyond
the niche world of 4chan. They collect news stories, photos, videos—any piece of content—by allowing
their communities of users to post whatever they want. When someone posts content to an aggregator,
other users have the ability to upvote or digg it. As users promote content by the simple power of their
approval, the most widely approved content rises to the top, or rather the front page, exposing it to a

much wider audience.

Word of Mouth

Once memes reach the front page of an aggregator like Reddit, it takes no more than a few hours for
people to start tweeting and blogging about the meme. Internet savvy types send links to their friends via
instant message. The meme may begin to trend on Twitter or pop up on Google Trends, a list of

frequently googled search terms.

Blog Pickup

This is typically when the Internet culture blogs discover the story. Sites like Buzzfeed, Know Your Meme,
The Daily What, Videogum, or any members of the Cheezburger Network, will pick up the meme and

attempt to add context. Where did it come from? Why is it funny? Can we get an interview with any



involved parties? These are the sorts of “value-add” propositions that blogs will try to score before their
competitors. It’s a race to get the most information before the meme explodes into the mainstream. The

most comprehensive overview will often get the most links from mainstream media.

By this time the meme is being rehashed, as everyone wants to get in on the thing before it goes stale.
Self-referential jokes and clever mutations of the meme abound on places like 4chan and Tumblr.

Everyone on the Internet is able to enjoy the meme until . . .

Mainstream Exposure

There are two ways mainstream media tends to approach memes. If the meme contains anything
negative or shocking, as memes often do, we see breathless nightly news exposés and daytime talk-

show hosts bemoaning the State of Things.

If the meme skews toward the lighthearted or quirky, we see late-night talk-show bits or stars of popular
memes guesting on morning radio shows. “Look at this wacky thing from the Internet,” we hear. “What a

world.”

Commercialization

Only the biggest meme stars will ever see any money, whether it’s through corporate sponsorship or by
selling meme-related merchandise. Microsoft hired Paul Vasquez, star of the Double Rainbow meme, to
promote the Windows Live Photo Gallery software in a TV ad. Adah Bahner of Chocolate Rain fame
shilled for Dr. Pepper, Firefox, Sony, Vizio, and more. Internet memes provide advertisers a roster of
recognizable but reasonably priced spokespeople who are keen to translate their fifteen minutes of fame

into some quick cash before their meme dies.

Death

Memes never truly die, but one could argue that it's time to move on when your hopelessly unhip mom or
dad asks “Hey, did you see that thing on YouTube about that guy who punched out another guy on the
subway?” No more remixes or Photoshops or fervent discussion threads. The meme is over, for now, as

every bit of fascination is drained by unimaginative rehashes and abundant mainstream coverage.



Particularly powerful memes are subsumed into the memesphere, to be resurrected as callbacks or

mashed up with newer memes as comedic references.

A Tale of Two Memes

Let’s chart the meme life cycle with two examples, both of which occurred in the summer of 2010. They
weren’t the biggest memes of the season, but they represent the two ways memes are generally

consumed by the mainstream: hand-wringing sensationalism and lighthearted amusement.

Consequences Will Never Be The
Same

In July 2010, an 11-year-old girl using the pseudonym Jessi Slaughter became embroiled in a
microcontroversy on the streaming video site Stickam, where users accused her of engaging in a sexual

relationship with a 20-something member of the scene band “Blood on the Dancefloor.”

Birth: Jessi Slaughter Uploads
Meme-worthy Content

Slaughter uploaded a response video to YouTube, in which she threatened those who taunted her online.

Here’s a taste of what she said:

Hey YouTube it’s Jessi Slaughter here and this is to all you fucking haters. OK guess what? You guys are
bitches. You know what? You don’t phase [sic] me. I'm just doing this just so you can tell | read the
comments. | read the messages and | replied to them, but know what? | don'’t give a fuck. I’'m happy with
my life, OK? And if you can't like realize that and stop hating you know what I'll pop a glock in your mouth
and make a brain slushie, OK? Cause you hater bitches—you’re just, like, jealous of me. You’re just
saying that because you’re jealous of me because I'm more pretty than you, | have more friends, more

people like me, | have more fans . . . Um yeah, and all that shit.



The dialogue makes the girl sound like a hardened street urchin, but in the footage she comes off as a

typically self-conscious little girl reeling off catchphrases she’s picked up on TV.

Nonetheless, | couldn’t conceive a video that would be more tailor-made to ignite the ire of 4chan. Here
was an 11-year-old white girl taking on the thuggish bravado found between songs on gangsta rap
albums. She was out of her element. On her Tumblr blog she claimed, “I can’t be tamed.” Plenty of

people wanted to prove her wrong.

Discovery: 4chan Pounces

It wasn’t long before the 4chan hivemind targeted Slaughter. Her unmitigated haughtiness and filthy
mouth were perfect bait for /b/tards who would relish turning her life into a living hell for a while. Her video
was posted in “You Rage You Lose” threads, which consist of people sharing how long they were able to
last before they exploded into a rage while watching the video in question. The girl’'s complete lack of self-
awareness drove 4chan into a frenzy. In their eyes, she needed to be put in her place. Since her parents

clearly had no control over their daughter, it was time for Anonymous to carry out some vigilante justice.

They bombarded her social networking profiles with hateful comments, urging her to kill herself. They also

sent pizza deliveries to her house and left threatening messages on her parents’ answering machine.

A large measure of deindividuation—also known as mob mentality—occurs in many 4chan raids.
Everything happens quickly, and the rush to be the guy that’s able to score the dox (4chan slang for
personal information like home address and phone number) is heady. When all was said and done, even
some /b/tards claimed that they thought Anonymous had gone too far. At no point did the attackers stop

to think, “Am I really antagonizing an 11-year-old girl? What kind of human garbage am 1?”

Slaughter posted a follow-up video which rocketed the story into meme history. Teary-eyed and
hysterical, Jessi Slaughter begged her attackers to stop. While this would have been enough to solidify

meme status, her father provided troll bait of an unparalleled variety.

I’'m gonna tell you right now. This is from her father! You’re a bunch of lying, no good punks. And | know
who it's coming from. Because | backtraced it. And | know who’s emailing and who’s doing it, and you’ve
been reported to the cyber police and the state police. You better write one more thing or screw with my
computer again, you'll be arrested! End of conversation! From her father! And if you come near my

daughter, guess what? Consequences will never be the same. Ya lyin’ bunch of pricks!



Slaughter’s powerless father’s empty threats, coupled with his obviously poor grasp on how the Internet
works, gave 4chan trolls enough material to construct hundreds of image macros, video remixes, and
more. The term “backtrace” has become a common ironic reference to one’s inability to track the online
activity of hackers and trolls. Similarly, “consequences will never be the same” has become a favorite

closing for troll threats.

Due to the sordid nature of the controversy, this meme bypassed the Aggregation stage, as aggregation
sites like Reddit and Digg tend to shy away from bullying like this. They’re generally made up of friendly,
positive folks, or at least people who play nice in order to maintain a reputation in the community. A lot of

Redditors are also /b/tards. The community shapes the discourse.

Word of Mouth: “Check out this
bratty little girl and her dumb
redneck

dad.”

While it’s difficult to document this sort of thing, one can easily imagine 4chan users instant messaging

the video to their friends. | mean . . . | did!

Blog Pickup: Gawker and Urlesque
Break The Story

Bloggers, on the other hand, had an opportunity to write hundreds of think pieces about the risks of

cyberbullying and unsettling teenage Stickam subculture.
At Gawker, Adrian Chen wrote:

Don’t pick on 11 year-old girls. Seriously. No matter how dumb they seem—no matter how much they
might seem to deserve it—they are, at the end of the day, 11 year-old girls. You wouldn’t make an 11

year-old girl cry in real life; why do it on the Internet?



Cyberbullying is a constant. No amount of handwringing is going to change that, because it's nearly
impossible to prosecute. Of course no one should be mean to 11-year-olds. But haters, as they say,
gonna hate. The problem is more likely to be solved by empowering potential victims with knowledge of
the realities of cyberbullying than by expecting anonymous sociopaths to be nice. Slaughter’s parents
gave the impression in multiple interviews that they had little understanding of what she was up to online,

and furthermore seemed unable to enforce appropriate disciplinary measures.

| wrote as much in a blog post for Urlesque at the time. From there, the story was dissected by countless

mainstream news sites.

Mainstream Exposure: Innocent
Girl Cyberbullied, are Your
Children Safe?

Stay Tuned to Find Out.

It only took a few days before Slaughter and her parents were brought on morning shows to talk about
their experience. Child safety experts descended onto the scene to dispense advice that ranged from

“ban the computer forever” to “let your kid make mistakes.”

This meme skipped the Commercialization stage, for obvious reasons.

Death: The Hivemind Moves On

For the most part, Jessi Slaughter has since stayed off the Internet (her father was later arrested for child
abuse when he punched his daughter in the face), and as usual, trolls got bored and lost interest. While

the jargon inspired by this meme will live forever, the Photoshops and remixes have mostly dried up.

Operation Birthday Boy



4chan may be well known for causing turmoil on and off the web, but deep down it has a heart. As much
as /b/tards love to bring down the arrogant, they take pride in standing up for the little guy. Consider the

story of William Lashua, a 90-year-old WWII vet from Massachusetts.

Birth: Look At This Poor Guy :(

In August 2010, someone posted an image to 4chan featuring a photo of a flyer found at a grocery store.
The flyer featured an elderly man with kind eyes and a grumpy frown. It read, “Wanted: People for

Birthday Party,” and provided the time and location for the event.

Discovery: D’awww!

4chan’s heart melted. They assumed that this poor guy was so lonely and friendless that he had to make
signs advertising his own birthday party. Within hours, they decided to give him a birthday surprise. They
tracked down his military record and contacted the VFW where the party was set to be held, not so they

could harass him but to throw him the best party ever.

Aggregation: Reddit Starts Its
Charity Engine

When someone posted the plan to the social news site Reddit, the thing exploded. As it turned out,
William Lashua’s grandson is a Reddit user. When he posted the following message to Reddit, it only

fueled the effort to make Lashua’s birthday special.

Kind folks of reddit, My family and | appreciate the outpouring of love and generosity. There has been a
large misunderstanding. The poster which I'm told was found at the Gardner Stop & Shop was more a

local notice for people that know him. It was in no way to indicate that he is alone. He has 7 children,



many grandchildren, and even great grandchildren. In his younger years he was a foster parent to dozens

of foster children. He is well liked in the community, and will be fully supported on his 90th birthday

Thank you again for all the love and well wishes, we certainly never expected this.

Word of Mouth: “Check out this
adorable old geezer.”

The story spread to personal blogs and Twitter accounts. People posted photos of gifts and cards they
planned to send. One guy who worked at a beef jerky company uploaded photos of his planned gift to the
obviously toothless Lashua: a full case of dried meat. A Facebook group, which peaked at nearly seven
thousand members, was created for people to share birthday wishes and collaborate on gift ideas.

Lashua’s image was Photoshopped and mashed up with dozens of other memes and meme templates.

Blog Pickup: The Daily What and
Urlesque pick up the story

The heartwarming tale was an opportunity for small media outlets to feature the kinder side of the web’s

underbelly.

Mainstream Exposure: Internet
Wishes Area Man Happy 90th
Birthday

A local news station interviewed the Lashua family and the story ran on a few prominent news websites.

Death: 4chan Pats Itself on the
Back



Reddit took images from the birthday party and 4chan users and subsequently shared with the
community. According to one anonymous poster who contacted the American Legion, Lashua received

fifty bouquets of flowers, twenty cakes, and five UPS trucks bearing cards.

Bottoms Up

Whether 4chan is an Internet Hate Machine or a place where people can collaborate on positive projects,
no matter how misdirected, the exciting thing here is the way that information is now being discovered,
disseminated, and consumed online. Creatives and tastemakers are no longer trying to shoehorn the web
into their existing media channels, but are embracing it as a new source—the new source—of popular
culture. People are creating their own fun, their own characters. They are engaged in a vibrant

participatory culture with no rules or boundaries.

We’ve all heard statistics about how people are spending less time watching TV, listening to the radio,

and going to the movies, and how that time is now spent on the Internet. This is why.

In the time it took you to read this chapter, thousands of new threads were started on 4chan. Hundreds of
new posts went up on Reddit, Tumblr, and Twitter. Dozens of stories were picked up by culture blogs, and
a few made it all the way to global news sites or even TV. A single photo, song, video, or story has gone
viral, exposed to millions. Marketing agencies who understand this process are among the few pioneers
who recognize that they no longer possess the tools to drive culture—culture which no longer trickles
down from above, but grows up and spreads laterally from below. This is why Stephen Colbert and Old

Spice reach out directly to Reddit and even 4chan, respectively.

Welcome to the Memesphere

Once cultural artifacts go viral, they are subsumed into the lexicon to serve as the foundation for comedic
callbacks, mashups, Photoshops, etc. The culture becomes so self-referential as to become virtually
incomprehensible to those who do not live inside it. Think about your grandparents, and how your daily
conversation about SMS texting and email wouldn’t make much sense to them. That gap between those
who are “in” and those who are “out” widens at a staggering acceleration, to the point where | might come
back to the web from a short vacation and have trouble understanding what’s going on. As the

memesphere grows, it demands more of your attention.



This is largely because information isn’t arranged linearly online. It's more like a complex network of rabbit
holes which may or may not yield the information you’re looking for. If you're looking for information, you
do a Google search. But maybe you don’t know what exactly to search for. So you try Wikipedia with a

few different search terms.

You find that in order to gain a basic understanding of X, you must first learn about Y and Z. But then, in
order to understand Z, you’ll need to watch a YouTube video, check out a forum thread, and visit
someone’s Twitter account. You must probe many pathways, bouncing from one resource to the next and
back, hunting for puzzle pieces. It’s a skill that only today’s younger generation is equipped to grasp,
because we’ve grown up with the acceleration of consumer technology. It's an active, participatory quest

for understanding. It's becoming second nature.

Today, this is the way humans learn, laugh, build, argue, discover, share, and live.

Surviving and Thriving in the
Memesphere

One question | get more than almost any other in my line of work is, “How do you make something
popular online?” The wording of this question belies a fundamental misunderstanding of how the web

works, especially considering that it’'s usually asked by people who spend a lot of time online.

What made Rick Astley’s “Never Gonna Give You Up” go viral, two decades after its release? This
question is impossible to answer, because the song’s viral success was based on several serendipitous
events. Advertisers in particular want to be able to buy this kind of success, but there’s no way a social
media marketer would be able to mastermind a coup like this. It could only have happened by chance.
Sometimes it just comes down to blind luck: slow news day, bad weather, a randomly placed 4chan
thread.

Like pop songs, memes that behave like empty vessels are often the most successful. I've seen some
memes plastered with several different languages. But sometimes the most obscure, unapproachable

memes win out in the end because of increased enthusiasm from a small group of fans.



If there’s anything 4chan users hate (along with the rest of the Internet), it's a forced meme, which
someone, whether a wannabe Photoshop artiste or a grassroots marketing consultant, is desperately
trying to make viral. While some companies have managed to pull off viral success, forced memes are

most often met with yawns, if not outright contempt.

A Meme is Born: The Story of Keyboard Cat

Imagine creating some bit of entertainment and putting it up on YouTube for your friends, only to watch it
become a massive global sensation. That's what happened to Brad O’Farrell when he posted footage of a

cat playing a keyboard.

O’Farrell has spent time on Internet forums for years, originally going online so he could talk about video
games. This was way before people “just got online to make social media profiles.” O’Farrell says that his

early Internet experiences gave him thick skin. But he still gives anonymous a wide berth:

I’'m actually kind of terrified of the Internet because of my tragic past on message boards, I'm always
afraid doing an interview about keyboard cat will make me sound like a douche and make me a target of

4chan.

O’Farrell had a group of online pals that all followed each other’'s YouTube channels. The vloggers would
make jokey little videos, but O’Farrell didn’t seem to find his voice on camera, so he began using his

channel to make mashups and other meme-ish creations.

At that time, O’Farrell’s network of vlogger friends were making parody videos, sometimes of popular
YouTube or Hollywood stars, or of one another. O’Farrell wanted to create content that would give his

buddies something to parody, but he had no intention of creating a meme.

O’Farrell stumbled on a 30-year-old video of a cat “playing” a short tune on a keyboard (the cat was being
manipulated by its owner, Charlie Schmidt). He thought it was funny in itself, but he came up with the idea
of pasting the video at the end of fail videos, e.g., videos of people falling down or messing up or
otherwise making an ass of themselves. He titled it, “Play Him Off, Keyboard Cat,” referring to the
vaudevillian practice of a musician starting to play to cue a flailing performer that it was time to exit the

stage.

The original title, “Play Him Off, Keyboard Cat” is sort of like mad libs. | renamed the cat “Keyboard Cat”
(it was originally “Cool Cat”) because it was more specific and evoked a character like “Pedobear,”

whereas Cool Cat could be referring to any cat. The “Him” part is an easily changeable template, for



whoever the subject is of the parody. | was intending to make more follow up videos myself, so | was
mostly just setting up a naming convention for a series of videos, but other people made them before | got

around to it.

First he noticed that people were using his template to “play off” other videos. Then he noticed they were
being posted on various forums, and realized that YouTube commenters were referencing other memes.
That's when he knew that the sort of people who spend time playing around with memes were beginning
to appreciate the video. At the time, O’'Farrell was working for a web video company, who tasked him with

promoting their content on YouTube. He often pitched YouTube directly at editor@youtube.com. This

time he sent in Keyboard Cat with his usual suggestions, and the video was granted feature placement.

From there it took off, spreading to 4chan and other meme-oriented sites.

| thought maybe it would be a blip on the radar, one of those things like “hey look someone made the
Mona Lisa out of Legos and it was on Boing Boing for a day”, but the fact keyboard cat became elevated
into the ‘meme canon’ surprised me. Even though a keyboard cat video alone isn’t enough to make it onto
big blogs these days, the character of Keyboard Cat itself is sort of permanently in the Internet
consciousness. It’s like how a satellite is launched into space with a rocket and then it detaches and is
self-sustaining, the “Play him off” part was the rocket that got the “Keyboard Cat” character into the

zeitgeist.

At this point, the video was getting enough attention that O’Farrell decided to attach ads. But he was
worried that Charlie Schmidt might come out of the woodwork and want a piece of the pie or throw a
DMCA (Digital Millennium Copyright Act) takedown notice at him. So O’Farrell tracked down Schmidt and
explained the benefit of keeping the parodies online. Schmidt agreed, and now he’s selling T-shirts, an
iPhone app, and even a collection of Keyboard Cat’s Greatest Hits—not to mention the TV commercials
(Wonderful Pistachios used Keyboard Cat alongside Snooki, Chad Ocho Cinco, Rod Blagojevich, and
characters from Peanuts, among other pop-culture heavyweights). Currently, more than four thousand

different YouTube videos feature Keyboard Cat.

O’Farrell agrees there’s no way to guarantee that something will go viral, but there are ways to help it
along, like putting it in a familiar format; making it easy to parody with basic software; and pitching well to

editors and bloggers—but only if the content has legs and clear legal rights.


mailto:editor@youtube.com

So this is 4chan’s lighter side that has bled out into the rest of the web. Participatory culture, meme
creation, viral media: whatever you want to call it, we're experiencing something new and exciting, and

4chan is at its forefront.

And yet 4chan is not just creativity. It’s also creative destruction. We’ve already seen how anonymous
trolls tried to ruin Jessi Slaughter’s life. What would happen if they went after global corporations or

political candidates of the highest order?

What happens when a toddler gets bored building sandcastles? He totters over to the next kid’s creation

and obliterates it with one unexpected kick.

Merry Pranksters, Freedom
Fighters, or Sadistic Bullies?

IN 2008 | was living in England, writing for a travel company. | remember returning from a trip to Spain,
exhausted and dirty after a weekend of no sleep and near-missed departures. | transferred from the
Eurostar train as the sun rose over London when | spotted a portly fellow in a Guy Fawkes mask wobbling

toward me. We ended up sitting together on the train.

“Kind of early for a raid, don’t you think?” | asked.

He pulled up the mask and grinned. “Never too early for lulz,” he chortled. “You coming?”

“No. | had no idea there was something happening today.”

| explained I'd never participated in any raids, but was generally aware of Anonymous’s activity.
“Ah. A lurker then?”

“You might say that.”

He flashed another grin, slouched into his seat, and started fiddling with a Nintendo DS.

This interaction freaked me out. It was the first time I'd withnessed someone acknowledge Anonymous in

the “real” world. It was almost as if Indiana Jones or some other cinematic character had boarded my



train. To me, Anonymous was part of the Internet, and this was real life. A bemasked Anon seemed as

out of place on my train as Darth Vader.

It was a jarring moment. The lines between the Internet and real life weren'’t just blurry. They weren’t even
there anymore. Facebook brought everyone and their mom (literally) onto the Internet, and everyday
people were living out their lives on the web like it was no big deal. And now, even the antisocial denizens

of the web’s pale, pulsating underbelly were drinking coffee on my train at five o’clock in the morning.

Troll Community

The trolling of the Usenet era can largely be seen as lighthearted, almost gentlemanly fun that actually
had some social value in that it inoculated noobs to online life and encouraged them to absorb the social

mores of the online community.

Journalist Julian Dibbell became aware of trolls when researching online gaming for an essay called “A
Rape in Cyberspace” that he wrote for the Village Voice in 1993. The story chronicled a lone troll named
Mr. Bungle who “raped” fellow players’ avatars, forcing them to commit bizarre sex acts on each other via
a “voodoo doll,” a bit of code that allowed Bungle to take control of others’ characters. The spectacle

drove at least one victim to tears.

Back then, this kind of malicious trolling was mostly a solitary proposition. According to Dibbell, the
attitude of the man behind Mr. Bungle was, “This is all just make believe, so let’s just play around and see
what happens when you poke this community with a stick.” But for the victims it wasn’t just a game. They
felt violated. The essay was an early glimpse into the ways that online life and real life would bleed

together in the coming decades.

Dibbell continued to track trollish behavior in online games, writing another landmark article about griefers
(trolls who terrorize others within online games) for Wired in 2008. During that time, technology made it
easier for people with trollish inclinations to find one another and engage in collective mischief. Trolls
would set up sites and create FAQs dedicated to griefing tips. They congregated in anonymous IRC

channels to plan coordinated attacks. Trolling became a more explicitly subcultural, even communal,



behavior, as they realized they could cause a lot more damage—and generate a lot more lulz—working

together.

The Habbo Hotel Raids & The
Patriotic Nigras

Habbo is a global social networking site for teenagers that allows users to create cartoonish avatars that
interact with each other in a Lego-like environment. The hub of the Habbo universe is the Habbo Hotel.

It's where users access chat rooms and games. It gets 18 million unique visitors each month.

Because Habbo is populated mostly by kids, it became an easy target for trolls. First they came from
Something Awful. The goons created a fake cult of nonconfrontational characters who wore gray hoods.
They would chant mystical babble like “the path is gray” in an effort to convert other players, whom they
called prismatics because of the colors in their costumes. They didn’t disrupt the other players, but mostly
just aimed to confuse. At one point they staged an “ascension,” where the goons reenacted the
Jonestown Massacre, complete with gray Kool-Aid. The prank climaxed when the goons disconnected
simultaneously, vanishing into the ether after having consumed their gray beverage. Other goons posing

as concerned friends and family went into hysterics, and those who weren’t in on the joke were spooked.

4chan users, many of whom had also migrated from Something Awful, saw delicious opportunity in July
2006. In what came to be known as The Great Habbo Raid, hundreds of /b/tards joined Habbo, creating
black, suit-wearing avatars with giant Afros. The avatars disrupted conversations, flooded chat rooms with
racist spam, and generally annoyed people. In particular, they blocked access to the hotel’'s swimming
pools, repeating, “Pool’s closed due to AIDS.” When moderators banned the trolls, the /b/tards accused

them of racism.

Meanwhile, over in Second Life, a game world that attracts tens of thousands of players at any given
moment, a group of /b/tards calling themselves the Patriotic Nigras spent their days messing with some of
the community’s denizens, especially the furries. Furries have long been a favorite target of 4chan for
many reasons, but mostly because they take themselves so seriously. The furries flock to Second Life,

where they are able to live out their “fursonas” in peace and mutual appreciation.



So the Nigras created Tacowood, a parody of the Furry utopia Luskwood, but instead of a beautiful forest
populated by cuddly anthropomorphic critters, Tacowood comprised a “defurrested” wasteland strewn

with the corpses of dead furries.

For my money, the best thing the Patriotic Nigras ever pulled off was their griefing of an in-game CNET
interview with Second Life virtual real estate magnate Anshe Chung’s avatar. The interview was
interrupted when the Nigras conjured a parade of giant pink penises out of thin air, which danced across

the stage, horrifying everyone involved.

In Julian Dibbell’s aforementioned write-up of troll culture, one Something Awful goon who was part of a
troll group within the game EVE Online said, “The way that you win in EVE is you basically make life so

miserable for someone else that they actually quit the game and don’t come back.”

The Nigras and goons aren’t really playing Habbo Hotel, Second Life, or EVE. They’re playing the 4chan
metagame. These kinds of trolls were purely “for the lulz,” and they defined Anonymous’s behavior in its
early days. It was relatively mischievous fun at someone else’s expense, and it didn’t cross the line into

the real world.

Mitchell Henderson Memorial Raid

On a spring afternoon in 2006, a seventh grader named Mitchell Henderson fatally shot himself in the
head. His friends created a virtual memorial page on MySpace, leaving condolences for family members,

prayers, and cherished memories.
One mourner’'s MySpace comment became a meme.

He was such an hero, to take it all away. We miss him so, That you should know, And we honor him this
day. He was an hero, to take that shot, to leave us all behind. God do we wish we could take it back, And
now he’s on our minds. Mitchell was an hero, to leave us feeling like this, Our minds are rubber, our joints
don’t work, Our tears fall into abyss. He was an hero, to take that shot, In life it wasn’t his task, He
shouldn’t have had to go that way, before an decade’d past.

The phrase an hero struck /b/tards as hilarious. On its face, the garbled grammar brought the lulz, but
more importantly it was the idea that killing oneself is inherently heroic. On 4chan, an hero is now
synonymous with suicide. When someone asks for advice on the /adv/ board, some smartass will

inevitably suggest, “an hero?”



The way /b/ saw it, some emo wimp killed himself over a toy, and a bunch of whiners were turning the
spoiled little shit into a hero. Something had to be done. In the midst of the tragedy, the page caught the
attention of /b/, who spammed the page mercilessly with insensitive messages. They eventually found out
his parents’ home address and began prank-calling them, saying “Hi, this is Mitchell. 'm at the cemetery,”
or “Hi, I've got Mitchell Henderson’s iPod.” (For reasons I’'m unable to determine, /b/ became convinced
that Mitchell killed himself over a lost iPod, which probably contributed to their sense of the situation’s

lulziness.)

There is a cartoon of a 4chan troll euphorically licking the tears from the cheek of his victim. This

harassment represents a nastier bent to Anonymous’s trolling.

Tom Green LIVE! Raids

Remember Tom Green, the gonzo comedian who, like Andy Kaufman, made a career out of confusing
and enraging NORPs? Green’s cable access show was picked up by MTV in 1999, and for a few years
he was among the most well-known comedians. After a few box office flops, he launched Tom Green
LIVE!, a web show that continued in the spirit of his earlier show, which had featured unscreened prank

callers.

In August of 2006, /b/tards flooded his phone lines with prank calls blurting out as many obscure 4chan
memes as possible before Tom cut them off. There are videos on YouTube of an increasingly frustrated
and unhinged Green putting up with abuse from /b/tards. Here was a man who was used to be in control
of the situation. But the troller had become the trolled. Green eventually got wise and began to address
4chan directly, but this was perceived by Anonymous as further desperation. This represents the first time

Anonymous went after a specific person on a large scale.

Hal Turner Raid

The trolling of white supremacist radio host Hal Turner represents a meaningful shift in Anonymous’s
behavior. It wasn't just for the lulz; it was, in chan-speak, “for great justice” (a line from the
aforementioned Zero Wing). In their eyes, this guy was a villain who needed to be taken down. In lulzy

fashion, of course.



In December 2006, Anonymous members flooded Turner’s show with prank calls and brought down his

website, provoking him to post all the prank callers’ phone numbers, encouraging his true fans to retaliate.

In response, Anonymous dug up Hal Turner’s criminal record along with his current residence and contact
information. Hundreds of prank calls ensued. In the following months, Hal threatened 4chan and
Anonymous, and they continued to prank his show and website. This conflict culminated with Turner filing

a lawsuit against 4chan and several other sites for copyright infringement. The suit was dismissed.

Hal was convinced that he would be able to get the jerks that caused him so much pain, but he, like many
others who wander into Anonymous’s crosshairs, didn’t recognize the collective’s knack for asymmetrical

warfare.

During the American Revolution, colonial forces were able to take out huge swathes of enemy
combatants because, technically, they didn’t play by the rules. They hid in the woods, sniped from a
distance, and behaved in otherwise dishonorable fashion. The British forces were still operating under the
old rules, and in some cases they got slaughtered. Those dishonorable tactics would become the
strategies of future conflict. In today’s War on Terror, insurgents use similar methods. They hide among
civilians and employ other kinds of trickery. Military strategists call it asymmetrical warfare. It's why the
US’s magnificently powerful armed forces are still fighting a war after a decade of conflict. Hal Turner tried

to fight 4chan with legal means and lost. Like the clumsy British forces, he was playing by old rules.

In a weary post, Turner eventually admitted defeat.

| am not certain where to go from here. My entire existence—short of my physical presence on this planet
—has been utterly wrecked, by people | never met from places I've never been.

Anonymous: 1

Evil: 0

Anon Gets Cocky

In October 2006, Jake Brahm posted bomb threats to 4chan, and was subsequently investigated by the
FBI, sentenced to six months in prison and six months under house arrest, and ordered to pay $26,750 in

fines.

The following year, a teenager in Pflugerville, Texas, posted photos depicting pipe bombs (they were

fake), threatening to blow up his school. A few other Anons tracked him down using Exif data (data that is



embedded into photographs by digital cameras that details the geographic location of the photo, the make
and model of the phone, the time the photo was taken, and more) and reported him to the police. He was

arrested.

Several similar cases have followed in the years since. Anonymous loves to mess with people, but they
seem to draw the line at indiscriminate killing. They are adept at finding and punishing Anons who step

out of line.

Pedobaiting

We've all seen pedobaiting, though you may not recognize it as such. From 2004 to 2007, Dateline NBC'’s
“To Catch a Predator” segment glamorized the police’s use of undercover sting operations that were used
to catch real-world child predators. The show follows a general format. The tech-savvy volunteers at
Perverted Justice, an organization devoted to the prevention of child abuse, pose as children in chat
rooms until they get the attention of a potential predator. They then entice the target to meet with the
hypothetical child. They hire a child actor, put him in a house, and wait for the target to show up, at which
point he’s confronted by host Chris Hansen (whose oft-repeated line “Why don’t you have a seat over

there,” is repeated constantly on 4chan) and eventually jumped by the cops.

Pedobaiting is a popular pastime for Anonymous members. The motivation is a mix of heroic do-goodery
and naked schadenfreude. It's exciting to talk to a sicko, and the payoff is an intoxicating moralistic thrill.
With a simple Google search one can find guides to pedobaiting that detail the most effective ways to

entrap and report potential predators.

In late 2007, Anonymous laid their sights on 53-year-old Chris Forcand. They posed as underage girls

under the name “serious,” inciting conversations like the following:
forcandchris: i adopt you
serious: Mmm then we could play everday

forcandchris: for sure



forcandchris: andsleep together every night

serious says: if we sleep that is ;)

forcandchris: true

forcandchris: cause we would have sex every night
Forcand was arrested by the end of the year, and the event was reported by several news outlets as the

first time a suspected child predator was exposed by anonymous Internet vigilantes.

Just how prevalent is child pornography (aka CP, as well as Cheese Pizza, Captain Picard, and
Christopher Poole) on 4chan? From my personal experience | can say “not very.” But it'’s there. So why
hasn’t the site been shut down? First, the moderators are pretty vigilant about removing child porn as
soon as it appears. And when they catch it, they report the offending IP addresses to the proper
authorities, which is really all any photo upload site can do. The “4chan Party Van” is a jokey name for the
FBI van that might appear outside your home if the moderators report you for posting CP. moot claims
that child pornography is automatically reported to the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children’s

CyberTipline, which acts as a clearinghouse, forwarding the content to appropriate law enforcement.

But it still happens. On February 14, 2011, a Navy man admitted to acquiring child porn at 4chan. On May
18th, 2011, a man arrested for child pornography told the feds during a home raid that he obtained child

porn there as well.

There probably aren’t that many genuine pedophiles on 4chan in the same way there aren’t very many
genuine white supremacists on 4chan, or in society at large. People who behave outside the range of
social norms tend to attract the most attention. Furthermore, trolls like to break the rules, and one of the
only rules on /b/ is “No CP.” Like the rampant racism, homophobia, and sexism seen on 4chan, the site’s

obsession with child pornography is rooted in irony, for the most part.

Enter Pedobear, a cartoon bear that is the closest thing /b/ has to a mascot. He’s the most infamous

4chan meme, and was originally depicted as ASCII art.
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Pedobear originally comes from 2channel. In Japan he is called Kuma, which is Japanese for bear, and
has no association with pedophila. In 4chan’s early days, there was a lot of memetic overlap between
2channel and 4chan, and Kuma made his way to English-speaking message boards. Now he often
appears in 4chan threads in the Pedobear Seal of Approval, or its converse, a depiction of the bear
muttering “Too old” at images of anyone over 16. “Is dat sum CP?” he asks, peeking his head into any

thread with pics of kids. His arch-nemesis is Chris Hansen of “To Catch a Predator.”

Pedobear’s appearance in a thread can be used to signal that someone is looking for child pornography.
He might appear when someone posts a non-pornographic image of a kid. It's usually used as shorthand
to say, “Dude, you’re a pedophile.” The cuddly representation of such repugnant behavior encapsulates
the cutesy and sinister dichotomy present on 4chan. Although meant to characterize pedophilia,
Pedobear is also a mockery of pedophilia, which many Anons have successfully fought against in the real

world.

But why would anyone joke about child pornography and child predation, two of the most universally
reviled behaviors in human history? On 4chan, it's precisely because they’re the most universally reviled
behaviors in human history. /b/tards love nothing more than shocking NORPs with behavior that takes on

the appearance of deviance.

The media and even police have sensationalized Pedobear. The San Louis Obispo County Sheriff's
Department released a Public Safety Information Bulletin entitled “A Seemingly Innocent Menace: An

Introduction to ‘Pedo Bear,” which detailed the perceived threat of the character.



His cute face and nonthreatening appearance negate the truth of his sinister, much darker side.

In fact, one of the things that make PedoBear popular is the controversy surrounding his licentious love of
little girls. PedoBear is and should be associated with the Internet and pedophiles/sexually-preferential

offenders who reportedly use him to communicate their interests in young children to each other.

At the San Diego Comic Con 2010 in July of this year, law enforcement discovered an individual dressed
in a PedoBear costume, handing out candy and being photographed in contact with attendees, including
multiple children. Once identified, the young man and his costume were excluded from the family-friendly
event . . . Disguised as innocence, this underground community that would make victims of our children,
teasingly reaches out into the light of day.

The bulletin failed to mention that 99 percent of the time, Pedobear is used in jest. Real pedophiles aren’t

on 4chan for the lulz.

Project Chanology

Project Chanology is Anonymous’s anti-Scientology effort. It changed everything, bringing the collective,
along with 4chan, into the limelight, and gave Anonymous’s efforts a pseudopolitical bent that would come
to dominate the group’s future endeavors. That masked man | saw on the train in Europe? He was part of

Project Chanology.

Of course, the broader going anti-Scientology movement goes all the way back to Usenet days. Before
delving into the early anti-Scientology movement, it's important to understand something about the ideals
of hackers and even general Internet users from that era, all of whom today would be considered

extremely tech-savvy given the structural barriers to entry that the Internet imposed.

Tech heads were, and still are, drawn to the Internet in part because it promises a level playing field,
where all-important information is out in the open. As the WELL’s Stewart Brand famously declared,
“Information wants to be free.” Enthusiasts in those days saw the Internet as a utopian future, where one

could be taken at his or her word.

Usenet was home to a fervent discussion at alt.religion.scientology, started in 1991 by Scott Goehring, a
regular guy who wished to expose the hypocrisies and deceptions of the Church of Scientology. It soon

became frequented by ex-church members, free speech enthusiasts, and other critics who found the



church’s suppression of information to fly in the face of geek principles. Among these geeks was Dennis
Erlich, who joined the newsgroup in July 1994. Erlich was a former high-ranking member of the church
who had been affiliated with none other than the founder of Scientology, L. Ron Hubbard. The

newsgroup, which was already known for controversy and flame wars, exploded in size.

On December 24, 1994, previously secret documents dealing with mysterious concepts like “Thetan
Levels” were leaked to the newsgroup, and the church wasn’t happy. It hired lawyers to contact
participants and demanded that the documents be removed. Subsequently the church attempted to shut

down the newsgroup entirely, claiming copyright infringement.

On February 13th, 1995, church attorney Thomas Small, along with seven others, raided Dennis Erlich’s
home and spent six hours seizing files from his computer. Dennis complained about the raid that night,
kicking off massive outrage. Several other raids occurred throughout the year. On August 12, 1995,
Usenet poster and former Scientologist Arnaldo Lerma’s home was raided by ten people from the FBI
(two federal marshals, two computer techies, and several attorneys). They took his computer, backups,
disks, modem, and scanner. Ten days later, two more raids took place. Even newsgroup users in the

Netherlands and Sweden were investigated.

These raids infuriated the geeks, for whom technology is not so much a tool as an ideal in itself. The
Church of Scientology, on the other hand, is shrouded in secrecy, and uses technology as a means to
achieve an end: KSW, or Keeping Scientology Working. KSW is a church edict that declares the role of

technology to be a primary tool for furthering the interests of Scientology.

Over the next few years the church spammed newsgroups with propaganda. In the early days of search
engines, the church also employed web designers to build thousands of dummy web pages to flood
search engines with Scientology-related information so criticisms of the church would be hard to find. The
anti-Scientology movement became less about unmasking a pseudoreligion and more about upholding

truth, transparency, freedom of information, and other lofty ideological goals.

Remember You’re the Man Now Dog? In 2006, Scientology lawyers threatened that site’s founder Max
Goldberg, resulting in a flare of anti-Scientology sentiment among a younger, more lulz-seeking audience

on the heels of a South Park episode that mocked Scientology.

Soon, the church became perhaps the first victim of what has come to be known as the Streisand Effect.
The term was coined in 2003 by Mike Masnick of Techdirt, when actress and singer Barbra Streisand

attempted to suppress the online dissemination of photos of her home, an effort which only drew more



attention to the photos. Streisand unsuccessfully sued the photographer, which brought even more

publicity.

Anti-Scientology sentiment continued to simmer throughout the early '00s. Even after the threats to Max
Goldberg, geeks lost interest until January 15th, 2008, when the fight against Scientology took a
decidedly lulzy turn. Gossip blog Radar ran a leaked church video of normally ultrasuave Scientology
member Tom Cruise looking and sounding like a brainwashed pod person. The Mission Impossible theme
music plays in the background as Cruise gushes about the power of Scientology. The whole thing was

begging to be parodied thousands of times over, and it eventually was.

Gawker founder Nick Denton smartly hosted the video himself, racking up over three million page views.
In the post, Denton called Cruise a “complete fanatic,” teasing visitors with, “If Tom Cruise jumping on

Oprah’s couch was an eight on the scale of scary, this is a ten.”

Cruise, for many people at the time, was the celebrity face of Scientology. Naturally, the church
immediately attempted to suppress the distribution of the video, but the damage had been done. If
deleting a few Usenet discussion threads was difficult in the early 90s, suppressing a video in 2008 was
impossible. Nothing short of a federal decree could accomplish that, and even then illicit videos could be
distributed through bit torrent and other file-sharing services. Stewart Brand’s maxim about information

wanting to be free had materialized on an Internet that never forgives . . . or forgets.

Why did it take so long for the anti-Scientology movement to pick up steam? Why was 2008 the year that
the world took notice? Why anti-Scientology, rather than the hundreds of other causes one could rally

around?

Lulz. The Tom Cruise video brought a lulzy angle to the anti-Scientology movement. Tom Cruise, and by
extension his church, was seen as a buffoon who needed to be brought down a peg or two. Second,
4chan provided a platform around which thousands of activists could be quickly mobilized to take part in
DDoS attacks, which required little effort from individual participants and could cause devastating damage

in the aggregate.

DDoS attacks are often initiated by a piece of software affectionately called the Low Orbit lon Cannon
(LOIC), named after a fictional weapon from the Command & Conquer PC real-time strategy game. The
LOIC allows someone who has zero technical ability to participate in collective attacks. You just push a
button, point the “cannon” at a particular URL or IP address, and the software does the rest. The LOIC

will flood the target address with “garbage requests.” A website’s server can only handle so much traffic at



a given time. When thousands of users are all using the software simultaneously, pinging the site with
garbage requests, the attacks can be devastating. And here’s the best part—when they succeed, the

individual attackers are virtually untraceable.

But that was just the beginning. Anonymous inundated the Church of Scientology with prank calls and
black faxes. (Imagine pulling an entirely black sheet of paper out of your fax machine, soaking wet with
wasted, expensive ink.) Anonymous spread the word far and wide on social networks and message

boards.

On January 21, 2008, the following manifesto, entitled “Message to Scientology,” was uploaded to

YouTube, narrated by a digitized text-to-speech voice:

Hello, leaders of Scientology. We are Anonymous.

Over the years, we have been watching you. Your campaigns of misinformation; your suppression of
dissent; your litigious nature, all of these things have caught our eye. With the leakage of your latest
propaganda video into mainstream circulation, the extent of your malign influence over those who have
come to trust you as leaders, has been made clear to us. Anonymous has therefore decided that your
organization should be destroyed. For the good of your followers, for the good of mankind—and for our
own enjoyment—we shall proceed to expel you from the Internet and systematically dismantle the Church
of Scientology in its present form. We recognize you as a serious opponent, and we are prepared for a
long, long campaign. You will not prevail forever against the angry masses of the body politic. Your

methods, hypocrisy, and the artlessness of your organization have sounded its death knell.

You have nowhere to hide because we are everywhere. We cannot die; we are forever. We're getting
bigger every day—and solely by the force of our ideas, malicious and hostile as they often are. If you

want another name for your opponent, then call us Legion, for we are many.

Knowledge is free. We are Anonymous. We are Legion. We do not forgive. We do not forget. Expect us.
Thus began Project Chanology, kick-started by anonymous users of 4chan and other chan-style boards

where anti-Scientology discussions were held following the release of the Tom Cruise video.

| got in touch with “c0s,” an Anon who claims to be the guy who created and uploaded the “Message to
Scientology” video, in AnonOps, an anonymous IRC channel devoted to Anonymous’s operations. | was

immediately struck by how polite he was, and how willing he was to chat. Previously I'd only dealt with



random /b/tards, who are a particularly different breed than those who are interested in the hacktivist

strain of Anonymous found at AnonOps.

After chatting with c0s for a bit | got the impression | was dealing with someone who’d spoken with the
press before. He eventually revealed his name, Gregg Housh, a guy who has appeared on countless
radio and TV shows, often positioned by producers as a “spokesman” for Anonymous. Housh is quick to
clarify that he doesn’t speak for the collective, and that he has no personal role in any of Anonymous’s

illegal activities, but he was heavily involved in their anti-Scientology efforts.

Housh started off our conversation by reiterating that the political efforts of Anonymous should be
distinguished from the earlier trolls conducted by anons (lowercase a), who have even attacked Housh
personally for his “justicefaggotry.” When Housh went public with his identity, these “armchair assholes”
doxed him, digging up his social security number, his bank account information, home address, and more.
Housh suspects the /b/tards got hold of his information by looking up property records and going from

there.

Housh claims that he and a small group of Anons basically started Project Chanology. He had hung

around 4chan before, taking part in the Hal Turner and Habbo raids, before pursuing great justice.

| asked Housh to name a few things that the press consistently gets wrong regarding Anonymous.

Error number one is talking about moot in any way for the last 4 years, since he has had nothing to do
with it since then, and has actively avoided everything Anonymous has done (yet reaped the benefits with

VC and jobs.)

Error number two is of course the use of the words group and member. ugh.

Error number three would probably be any attempt made to paint them as politically one way or another,
since it is quite obviously apolitical

Housh recently gave a speech on the steps of New York’s City Hall with a handful of other Anons,
journalists whom he feels are responsible for the media climate marked by lazy and fearmongering

characterizations of Anonymous.

Housh is hardly the angst-ridden teenager that many journalists would like you to believe makes up

Anonymous. He’s in his mid-30s, and he’s been online since ‘93, when he used a text browser. He



remembers Usenet’s eternal September, which he, perhaps jokingly, calls “the worst thing that ever

happened to the Internet.”

Usenet before eternal september? Very few stupid questions, mostly just good chat and sharing
interesting files. it was quite a good community of pretty intelligent people

Like the folks | spoke with at the WELL, Housh insists that in the early days the web wasn’t a chaotic Wild
West. The low number of active users prevented people from being “lost in the numbers,” so antisocial

behavior was more easily pinpointed and punished.

Anonymous released a second message, in similar style to the letter aimed at the Church of Scientology,

a week after Housh’s initial video. This time, Anonymous lashed out at the media.

Dear News Organizations.

We have been watching your reporting of Anonymous’s conflict with The Church of Scientology.

As you said, the so called Church of Scientology have actively misused copyright and trademark law in
pursuit of its own agenda. They attempt, not only to subvert free speech, but to recklessly pervert justice

to silence those who speak out against them.

We find it interesting that you did not mention the other objections in your news reporting. The stifling and
punishment of dissent within the totalitarian organization of Scientology. The numerous alleged human
rights violations, such as the treatment and events that led to the deaths of victims of the cult such as Lisa

McPherson.

This cult is nothing but a psychotically driven pyramid scheme. Why are you, the news media, afraid of
discussing these matters? It is your duty to report on these matters. You are failing in your duty. Their
activities make them an affront to freedom. Remember, all that is necessary for the triumph of evil is that
good men do nothing. This information is everywhere. It is your duty to expose it. It is easy to find. Google

is your friend.

This is not Religious Persecution, but the suppression of a powerful, criminal, fascist regime. It is left to

Anonymous. The Church has been declared fair game. It will be dismantled and destroyed.

We are Anonymous. We are Legion. We do not Forgive. We do not Forget. This is only the beginning.

Expect us.



Anonymous continued harassing the Church of Scientology websites through the spring. They also
engaged in Google Bombing techniques. A Google Bomb occurs when Google search results are
successfully manipulated by spamming the search engine with specific keywords. For example, 4chan
once bombarded Google with the key phrase “Justin Bieber syphilis.” Within hours, Gawker and even the
San Francisco Chronicle had run stories about the pop star’s alleged STD. In the Scientology Google
Bombing, Anons manipulated the church’s search engine rankings so that certain keywords such as

“dangerous cult” linked to the Church of Scientology website.

In February 2008, the anti-Scientology movement jumped off the flickering screen. Another video
appeared, encouraging Anons to participate in physical protests at church headquarters around the
globe. The protests were small, maxing out at a few hundred participants in English-speaking cities, but

they occurred.

The protestors often wear Guy Fawkes masks—now the international symbol of Anonymous. The mask
had previously become a vague symbol of faceless rebellion, popularized in 2005 in the film adaptation of
Alan Moore’s V for Vendetta, in which a masked anonymous figure incites a massive anarchic rebellion
against an oppressive police state. The masks allow Scientology protestors to remain anonymous during

real-life protests, and also grant them a perceived heroic flair.

By the summer of 2008, Anonymous had grown beyond the confines of 4chan. Gabriella Coleman, an
anthropologist and leading scholar specializing in the documentation of hacker culture, emphasizes the
diversity of the group. She tells me that although there are many young people involved in Anonymous,

the perspective of “angst-ridden teenagers with no lives is a misconception.”

| think there’s a kind of hypersociality among these people. A lot of them have very interesting lives. Some
are PhD students, some are Dutch squatters, some are system administrators. Some are landscape
artists. Some are very sophisticated political activists.

Nonetheless, the protests have uniformly taken a lulzy tone. Rick Astley’s “Never Gonna Give You Up”
blares from boomboxes. Protestors dress up like meme characters and wear outlandish costumes. In one
photo, four protestors stand behind a sign reading “Truth is Free.” Among them they wear a skeleton
mask, a hockey mask, a Star Wars stormtrooper mask, and a nondescript alien mask. This motley crew is
here for a cause, but more importantly it’s here to have fun. The aesthetic isn’t only for fun, however. The
masks and costumery afford a distinct tactical advantage: they allow Anonymous to attack the church,

and when the church retaliates it just makes them look silly. Protestors have mostly steered clear of the



law, but a few were detained here and there. By 2010, Chanology protests took place in over one

hundred cities across the globe.

The lulzy nature of the protests is best illustrated by Operation Slickpubes. On January 8, 2009, a
teenage protestor covered his body with Vaseline and pubic hair, presumably gathered from several
friends. He ran into the New York Scientology building and rubbed his body on as much church property

as he could. The entire affair is documented on YouTube.
Coleman says that Project Chanology is still active, even though it no longer gets any press.

It doesn’t have the kind of same support it used to, but there’s definitely a core group of people who are
dedicated, and in some odd way they’ve achieved some of their major goals. Prior to Chanology, | was
very scared of being public about my work on the Church of Scientology. Now I've given 25 talks on
Chanology and geeky protests against Chanology, so in many ways it was very effective.

Old time anti-Scientology activists from the Usenet days are mostly unimpressed by the activities of
Project Chanology. They see the effort as counterproductive. Andreas Heldal-Lund, founder of the anti-
Scientology website Operation Clambake, says, “Attacking Scientology like that will just make them play
the religious persecution card. They will use it to defend their own counter actions when they try to shatter
criticism and crush critics without mercy.” However, some critics have formed alliances with Anonymous

when they agreed to stop DDoSing.
Gabriella Coleman argues that Anonymous’s attacks have done some real good.

Scientology has received so much negative attention that they’ve refrained from legal intimidation tactics.
If I had released some of the papers I've released recently six years ago, | would have been embroiled in

legal battles. Anonymous really changed the landscape.

Sarah Palin Email Hack

On September 16, 2008, 20-year-old /b/tard David Kernell, the son of a Democratic state representative
of Tennessee, hacked into Republican vice-presidential candidate Sarah Palin’s email account. The hack
was as simple as pie. Most password-protected websites will ask users a security question like “What was
the name of your first pet?” or “Where did you go to high school?” If a user can’t remember his or her
password, they can change their password by confirming their identity through correctly answering the

security question.



Kernell got his hands on Palin’s email address, then googled her widely available personal info in order to
access her emails, which he then posted to /b/. Kernell had hoped to find incriminating information, but
came up dry. He posted the account and password to /b/, and then another 4chan user changed the
password and tried to alert a friend of Palin’s. The account was eventually locked by Yahoo! when a
bunch of /b/tards tried to access it at once. Epic fail, as far as 4chan was concerned, but Kernell faced

graver consequences: a year in prison followed by three years of supervised release.

Kernell, going by the name “rubico,” recounted the tale on /b/, which was then published at Gawker and

elsewhere.

Hello, /b/ as many of you might already know, last night sarah palin’s yahoo was “hacked” and caps were

posted on /b/, i am the lurker who did it, and i would like to tell the story.

after the password recovery was reenabled, it took seriously 45 mins on wikipedia and google to find the
info, Birthday? 15 seconds on wikipedia, zip code? well she had always been from wasilla, and it only has

2 zip codes (thanks online postal service!)

the second was somewhat harder, the question was “where did you meet your spouse?” did some

research, and apparently she had eloped with mister palin after college.

| found out later though more research that they met at high school, so | did variations of that, high, high
school, eventually hit on “Wasilla high” | promptly changed the password to popcorn and took a cold

shower . . .

| read though the emails . . . ALL OF THEM . . . before | posted, and what | concluded was anticlimactic,
there was nothing there, nothing incriminating, nothing that would derail her campaign as | had hoped, all
| saw was personal stuff, some clerical stuff from when she was governor . . .

The event was reported widely, and the hackers on steroids were making headlines again. Palin released

a press release comparing the event to Watergate.

Steve Jobs Heart Attack Hoax

In October 2008, a rumor that Apple CEO Steve Jobs had suffered a heart attack appeared on 4chan.

After the story was submitted to a CNN-owned website, Apple’s stock price fell by a massive 5 percent.



4chan, Friend of the Animal
Kingdom

On the heels of recent successes in Project Chanology, Anonymous continued to move away from the
lulz and toward great justice. On February 15, 2009, two videos appeared on YouTube featuring a 14-
year-old kid from Oklahoma torturing a cat. 4chan, whose users see cats as kindred spirits, figured out
where he lived and gave his information to local police. In August 2010, 4chan hunted down a woman
caught on security camera footage chucking a cat into a trash bin in England. Later that month they

pinpointed the location of a pretty blonde teenage girl who was depicted on YouTube gleefully tossing

newborn puppies into a river.

These three cases represent 4chan’s softer side. Animal abuse is recognized on 4chan as the most
sinister form of human evil, perhaps more so than child porn. 4chan users rallied, piecing together
information bit by bit. With their powers combined, the efforts resemble something beyond what could

even be accomplished by professional detective work.

Let’s take a closer look at the case of the puppy-throwing girl. The original YouTube video was taken
down, but someone saved it and re-posted it to LiveLeak, a site that specializes in hosting video footage

that no one else will host. The poster wrote:

We can determine from the picture so few things.

One, based on assumption, she probably has a facebook account, no matter what country they’re in.
Two, she is 5ft 6in-5ft 8in, blond, eye color unknown, Caucasian

She has something written upside-down on her red sweater, barely legible, might be of assistance if it's

the product of a local store.

Let’s work together on exposing this sicko! Use the comments.

From there, 4chan got to work. Someone posted the video to /b/, commenting:

Find this dumb little bitch and throw her into a river.

Another wrote:



She’s european. Sounds either Swedish or German, based on what she says at the very end. “Voit.” If
anyone speaks these languages, maybe they can decipher what she’s saying.

The hunt continues:

Nope. Not German. Sounds slavic to me. Seriously, that makes me rage.
The conversation continues with cries for justice. Eventually someone provides a list of potential

perpetrators’ Facebook pages.
Youtube account owners name is Martin. They live in Bugojno, use googlemaps.
[link to a YouTube account] This faggot commented their youtube account and is a possible friend.

This is the Vrbas river, the one from the video.

The thread is peppered with criticisms from those who would decry moralfaggotry.

Despite the naysayers, this crowd-sourced detective work is one of the most exhilarating things about
4chan. They are able to accomplish much in the aggregate that they wouldn’t alone. As philospher Pierre

Lévy says, “No one knows everything. Everyone knows something.”

All it takes is one person to translate a bit of dialogue, recognize a style of license plate, or pinpoint a
specific mountain range in the background of a fuzzy YouTube video. These detectives use Google
Maps, Flickr, Facebook, Whols, the Internet Archive, property records, and a host of other tools to dig up
a wealth of information. The work would intimidate any single /b/tard, but together, hundreds or thousands

of slackers can rival a small government’s intelligence efforts.

Adam Goldstein Raid

In July 2009, a disgruntled customer posted an exchange he’d had with computer repair serviceman
Adam Goldstein to Something Awful, hoping to incite the wrath of the SA goons. The customer had
bought a computer monitor from Goldstein’s eBay store, and it was never delivered. When the customer
complained, he swore at Goldstein, who demanded an apology, claiming that he had three lawyers in the

family, implying that a lawsuit could be on the way.

When Something Awful failed to build enough momentum around the kerfuffle, a goon brought the matter

to /b/’s attention.



Evening gents’

We at Something Awful require your assistance. While goondom and bee-ocity can accomplish much we

have stumbled upon something so utterly delicious we couldn’t keep it away from you raving lunatics.

The meat of the matter is that Adam L. Goldstein LLC who runs a crap company called ATECH computer
services decided to be a king-sized douche. After poking and prodding we found that he is a raving
lunatic! So, whilst we are under the reigns of our admins and thusly cannot do much beyond making fun
of him on our forums . . . we give you the information to do whatever with.

When goons and /b/tards began to spam Goldstein’s email, he discovered the Something Awful thread
dedicated to his alleged poor customer service. He paid the SA membership fee in order to dispute the

claims, and eventually started threatening lawsuits (or as 4chan calls frivolous legal action, “lolsuits”).

That’'s when Anonymous’s wrath descended on poor Goldstein. They brought down his website, figured
out where he lived by scraping his MySpace page, and created an Encyclopedia Dramatica entry for him.
They bombarded his home and office with mocking phone calls, porn mags, pizza deliveries, sex toy
deliveries, death threats, and black faxes. They even scheduled visits from call girls and Jehovah’s

Witnesses and posted fake flyers warning the neighborhood of Goldstein’s purported pedophilic past.

But perhaps most damaging was that Anonymous discovered Goldstein was charging exorbitant prices
for things like spyware removal and wireless network configuration, and posted this information to Reddit

and Digg, where it was discovered by the blogosphere, destroying Goldstein’s online reputation.

Operation Payback

In mid-2010, several Bollywood producers hired a company called Aiplex Software to DDoS websites that
ignored takedown notices, in an effort to mitigate the piracy that was increasingly eating up their revenue.
In retaliation, Anonymous, who | doubt gives much of a crap about Bollywood films, but who seeks to fight
antipiracy wherever they see it, launched Operation Payback. They targeted not only Aiplex Software, but
also the Motion Picture Association of America, the Recording Industry Association of America, the British
Phonographic Industry, and the International Federation of the Phonographic Industry, bringing down the
sites for a combined thirty hours. These efforts then bled into attacks on related law firms, antipiracy
organizations, and even KISS’s Gene Simmons, who encouraged record industry execs to “Be litigious.

Sue everybody. Take their homes, their cars.”



They brought down Simmons’s website for over a day, and redirected it to a popular torrent site, The

Pirate Bay. He eventually was able to put his site back online, responding:

Our legal team and the FBI have been on the case and we have found a few, shall we say “adventurous”
young people, who feel they are above the law. And, as stated in my MIPCOM speech, we will sue their

pants off.

First, they will be punished. Second, they might find their little butts in jail, right next to someone who’s

been there for years and is looking for a new girl friend. We will soon be printing their names and pictures.

We will find you. You cannot hide. Stay tuned.
His impotent threats, like so many of those Anonymous has targeted, were sheepishly removed a short
time later after his site was brought down again. Then Anonymous went after the RIAA because it sought

legal action against file sharing site Limewire.

In December 2010, Amazon, Paypal, Bank of America, PostFinance, MasterCard, and Visa decided to
stop processing donations for the global news leak network WikiLeaks, which had recently caused global
controversy by posting sensitive internal documents. These payment-processing sites had bowed to
political pressure, refusing to work with WikiLeaks. In retaliation, Anonymous launched DDoS attacks
against several of these companies, successfully bringing down the websites for MasterCard and Visa. A
16-year-old boy from the Netherlands was arrested in relation to the attack, and the FBI is probably still

investigating.

HBGary Federal Hack

In February 2011, Aaron Barr, the chief executive of the security firm HBGary Federal, announced that

he’d infiltrated Anonymous and would reveal his findings in an upcoming conference.

Anonymous hacked into HBGary Federal’s website and put up a mocking message. They acquired and
published embarrassing emails tainted with the hubris of someone who thought he’d beaten Anonymous.
This was a company that positioned itself to its clients as a leader in computer security. A company that

had contracts with the NSA. And it had been bested by a bunch of amateur pranksters. Epic fail.

Up until then, Anonymous hadn’t been able to do a ton of damage. So they brought down a few websites

for a few hours. No big deal. But this was something different. They brought HBGary Federal to its knees



by using basic, widely known hacking techniques that could have been stopped had HBGary Federal’s
employees taken a few 101-level password protection measures. Congress is now investigating the firm’s

relationship with the NSA.

Operation Sony

Anonymous’s most recent effort is ongoing as of this writing: on January 11, 2001, Sony sued George
Hotz and several others for “jailbreaking” (i.e., busting through intentionally placed limitations in a piece of
hardware) and reverse-engineering a PlayStation 3 console. Sony accused Hotz of violating the Digital
Millenium Copyright Act and committing computer fraud and copyright infringement. Hotz had fiddled with
a PS8, and they wanted to prevent him from telling others how to pull it off. What’'s more, they acquired

the IP addresses of visitors to Hotz’s blog.

On April 17, Sony was attacked by an unknown entity, leading to the compromise of seventy-seven
million accounts (along with personal information and credit card details), and a devastating twenty-four-
day outage of Sony’s PSN Network, where users play games against each other via the web. Some have

speculated that Sony’s reputation is so damaged that it will be forced to exit the “console wars.”

Some representatives of Anonymous have denied involvement on behalf of the collective, but the
coincidence is remarkable. The similarly silly and anonymous hacker group Lulz Security has claimed
responsibility for the attack. On May 29, 2011, Lulz Security also successfully hacked PBS in retribution
for an episode of Frontline that was perceived as unfair to WikiLeaks. Because they’re operating
anonymously and in a lulzy fashion (for example, posting news stories about Tupac Shakur's New
Zealand whereabouts), they may as well be operating under the Anonymous banner. Their methods,
motivations, and aesthetic are identical, however they don’t seem to recruit or share Anonymous’s
populist ideals. And unlike Anonymous, they’re a discreet group of skilled individuals which could

conceivably be dismantled.

Gabriella Coleman guesses that it's impossible to know who is responsible for the Sony hack.

It's just impossible to verify, because there is a very well-organized cybercrime mafia that exists in Russia
and Bulgaria and other places, and they can very much exploit what Anonymous is doing. There’s a well-
known security flaw at Sony, and the next thing you know they steal all the credit cards and then
someone at Sony claims it's Anonymous. Or, maybe it really was Anonymous. No way of knowing.

From the beginning, Anonymous experienced lots of infighting because there is no clear managerial

structure. Multiple groups claim to be the real Anonymous at any given moment. AnonOps itself was



attacked by Anons who felt that the site’s moderators were taking too much credit for Anonymous’s
victories, and attempting to establish hierarchies of control within the ranks. The rogue group was
presumably led by a disgruntled AnonOps admin named Ryan. Even worse, Ryan leaked the IP
addresses of hundreds of registered AnonOps users. If the infighting has weakened Anonymous through
wasted time and money spent getting servers back online, it has helped to solidify one of the group’s

most cherished principles: No one’s in charge here.

I got in touch with another Anon, using the handle Anonymouse, who claims that he helped kick-start
Operation Sony. Anonymouse immediately gave me a laundry list of misconceptions about 4chan and
Anonymous. He too had been dealing with clueless reporters, and wanted to make sure | had a basic

understanding of how his community works.

Anonymouse says he transitioned from observer to participant around August 2010. His role is PR,
though he clarifies that nobody is assigned to a specific post within the ranks of Anonymous. It was just a
need he felt equipped to meet. By the measure of most 4channers, Anonymouse is a newfag, having
discovered 4chan after the “bincat” episode in 2010, when a woman was caught on security camera
throwing a cat into a garbage bin. 4chan vigilantes harassed the woman, generating mainstream BBC
news coverage about 4chan. Anonymouse’s initial fascination with 4chan culture soon gave way to a

greater passion for the political efforts of Anonymous.

Anonymouse claims that ops usually start off from chatter in anonymous IRC channels, coupled with
recruiting on chan boards and Twitter. When enough people have gotten behind a particular endeavor,
someone will create a unique IRC channel, which serves as a virtual base of operations. Recruitment for
the legal elements (physical protests rather than hacks and DDoS attacks) continues to take place on

various social networks.

It's important to remember that since anyone can claim to be Anonymous, and anyone can think of a
cause to rally behind, not every operation announced by Anonymous represents anything close to an
official, unified movement. The group is exceedingly amorphous, and operations live and die by the power
of the word-of-mouth behind them. Movements are often announced with the distribution of poster-like
images that detail the important elements of an operation, usually including a criticism of the offender, a

description of the plan of attack, and a call to action, with links to appropriate IRC channels.

One poster passed around during Operation Sony reads:

Operation SONY



Do you really own your own property?

Should you go to jail for making your PS3 run your own programs?

iPhone jailbreaker George Hotz, or Geohot, altered the Sony Playstation 3 console to run homebrew

applications. Sony then hit him with lawsuit after lawsuit.

Should you be sued for breaking an agreement you didn’t make?

GeoHot never signed into the PlayStation network with his PS3 and never agreed to the terms of service

(that changed AFTER he already purchased the system).

Should you have your personal information revealed for watching a YouTube video?

Sony demanded social media sites, including YouTube to hand over IP addresses of people who visited

Geohot’s social pages/videos, as well as his PayPal Account.

Sony thinks so.

We don't.

Let’s not allow Sony to commit this injustice. It’s time to get pissed OFF and not pissed ON.

On the 16th of April, go to your nearest Sony outlet and protest!

Bring your friends. Be pissed. Raise some noise.

Together, we shall make History.

Get in the IRC! Coordinate your protest!:

www.irc.lc/anonops/opsony

Join the Facebook Group: http:/tinyurl.com/sonyprotest

Anonymouse tells me that Operation Sony began on the AnonOps IRC channel, where we’re chatting
now, as an offshoot of Operation Payback. He runs a channel called #recruit, where he answers
questions from curious /b/tards who wander over from 4chan. moot and his mods try to ban users looking
to recruit for raids under a policy likely put in place to disassociate 4chan with the illegal actions of

Anonymous. Anonymouse and his cohorts use dynamic IP addresses in order to evade the 4chan


http://tinyurl.com/sonyprotest
http://www.irc.lc/anonops/opsony

“banhammer.” According to Anonymouse, moot announced this rule to prevent the Chan Wars, but he
likely brought more attention to the ideological conflict between the chan admins, eventually igniting a

chan war “of epic proportions, the likes of which had never been seen.”

Anonymouse, like many of the Anons I've spoken with, holds a certain nostalgia for the pre-2007 4chan,

claiming that it represents an Internet “before people started putting fences all over it.”

The Internet is slowly becoming a closed system. You have to register for almost everything and free
registration sites are becoming paid ones. Couple that with government attempts to exert control of what
people can do or say online and you have the attempted downfall of the biggest technological revolution
mankind has ever withessed. The Internet has so much potential to make the world more free and
enlightened.

Anonymouse is also quick to dispel the notion of the Dorito-munching neckbeard. He calls himself “an
extremely social person” who feels that media misinformation is among the biggest threats to

Anonymous.

They screw up specifically because they don’t get the concept of a “group” with no hierarchy, social
structure, pecking order, or organization. The press are always looking for a “boss”, but there isn’t one.
The FBI are the same.

Gabriella Coleman says that there must be a hierarchy, but it’s flat. Certain people have to run IRC

channels, for instance.

Anons are creating propaganda, even the ones who aren’t tech savvy. There’s different groups of people
who have authority and power but it's fragmented. That fragmented nature helps to distribute the power.
There are some who are very powerful on one operation but not others. There are some that are powerful
across the network, but only technically and not politically. It's kind of complicated, but what’s clear is that
there are some groups of people that carry a lot of authority. With the big operations, where they’re
DDoS’ing, there are technically people who are coordinating it.

| asked Anonymouse about a recent bit of coverage from Gawker regarding the HBGary Federal hack.
Their reporter claimed that Anonymous really is a handful of legit hackers. (Incidentally, Gawker was
hacked a few months prior by a group called Gnosis, exposing 1.2 million passwords. The attack

allegedly had nothing to do with Anonymous.)

Anonymouse thinks that the press is asking the wrong questions, claiming that they tend to focus on the

illegal hacks rather than the illegal acts that the hackers are able to expose. He says that most of the



media coverage belies a “sick” acceptance of HBGary’s activities, using government power to spy on its
citizens. He draws parallels to the freedom-fighting actions of Anonymous and those of Bradley Manning

and Julian Assange, who have also experienced a fair amount of negative press.

How about prosecuting the soldiers named in one of the Afghan war diaries as having shot a bunch of
unarmed teenagers? The number one response I've noticed when | argue about this is “Well this is the
real world, corruption happens, deal with it.” I'm left gaping. Sure it happens. Murder and rape happen
too, does that mean we should just say “Oh sure we’ll just leave the murderers alone, it happens. | don’t
understand it to be honest. “White collar crime” is somehow regarded as something which we should
ignore.

HBGary Federal was developing software to influence public opinion polls by creating thousands of fake
social networking profiles. From Anonymouse’s perspective, this is about as antidemocratic as it gets, and

Anonymous should be praised as heroes.

Here’s the really frightening part in my view. HBGary were a small, obscure security company. We only
went after them because they tried to dox a bunch of us. It was an act of personal revenge at first, rather
than actively hoping to expose crime. But look what happened. The can of worms we opened was millions
of times bigger than anyone ever expected. Same kind of situation with Operation Payback. [A leak of
fifty-three hundred IP addresses collected by a UK firm because they were associated with pirating porn.]
When the emails were leaked nobody expected the sheer amount of black ops which would be exposed. |
guess you dream of a day when technology has empowered enough common people that it will be nearly

impossible for any government entity or corporation to pull this kind of shit.

Now | put this question: Is the entire corporate world rotten to its core? If two tiny, obscure companies are
involved in that level of corruption, what does it say about the bigger players?

About an hour into our conversation, Anonymouse claims that he’s the guy who “created” Operation
Sony, explaining how the movement evolved out of Operation Payback. He argues that the effort is
essential because Sony was attempting to acquire private information about people who had merely

viewed an online jailbreaking guide.

The idea that merely reading a piece of information could make you a legal target is terrifying. Here’s an
analogy: Making a bomb is illegal. But should you be arrested just for looking up the fact that gunpowder
is made of Potassium nitrate, sulphur and charcoal in a rough 75/10/15 ratio?

When one looks at what Anonymous and WikiLeaks have been able to achieve, it almost seems possible

that the utopian future of Anonymouse’s dreams is attainable. He foresees a perhaps stateless world in



which large organizations behave because they have no other choice. When information moves freely,
corporations and civic leaders will be relentlessly held accountable by an informed public. Anonymouse is
optimistic that the efforts of Anons will contribute to the breaking down of cultural and national barriers. It's

pretty pie-in-the-sky stuff, but | can’t help but feel energized about the future when talking to him.

Middle East Activism

Most recently, some Anons have been fighting for freedom of information in the Middle East, in what is
perhaps the collective’s most noble and important mission yet. In 2011, Amnesty International, the human
rights NGO, focused its annual report on what could be called the “information economy.” It recognized
the Orwellian truism that he who controls information controls the world. Today’s networking technology
has placed new power in the hands of the people, which has enabled them to keep their governments
more accountable. For one, information is more freely available. Also, social networking platforms give
people an opportunity to initiate activism. Because freedom of information is an ideal all Anons seem to
share, they are happy to fight censorship and promote truth across the globe, even if it doesn’t generaste

much lulz.

In January 2011, Anons (some Tunisian, some not) launched Operation Tunisia long before most
Western media outlets had even reported the widespread unrest there. Anonymous initially became
interested in Tunisia originally because of the country’s censorship of WikiLeaks, but the protest took on a

life of its own.

Anonymous accused Tunisian authorities of phishing operations (i.e., tricking users into giving away their
passwords to obtain sensitive information and potentially remove criticism from blogs and social
networking sites). Some journalists known for their criticism of the Tunisian government were targeted; in
some cases their Facebook and Gmail accounts were hacked, and their blogs were shut down.
Anonymous retaliated, successfully DDoSing eight websites, including those representing the Tunisian
president, prime minister, the ministry of industry, the ministry of foreign affairs, and the stock exchange.
Beyond the DDoSs, Anonymous created informational materials to guide dissidents on concealing their

identities on the web. A few Anons developed a Firefox extension to protect Tunisians from phishing.

Anonymous also participated in the revolution in Egypt. They helped mirror sites that had been censored
by the Egyptian government, brought down President Hosni Mubarak’s website, and, in typical lulzy

fashion, sent pizza deliveries to the country’s embassies.



Go Go Go!

Anonymous has grown beyond 4chan, to the point where the media no longer mentions 4chan in reports
on Anonymous. But according to Gabriella Coleman, the collective still uses 4chan as a recruiting tool.
She says that there is an Anonymous that’s very much still into trolling and raiding, and is sometimes
upset with Anon’s new moral dimension. But the Anons who are more politically minded, while still

somewhat unpredictable, want to work with academics and journalists to get their message out.

Interestingly, Anonymous seems to care more about online offenses than, say, actual genocide. The
attitude seems to be, “No way. Not on our Internet.” Although Anonymous’s inability to effect change off-

line probably has something to do with their webby focus.

I've profiled just a few of Anonymous’s biggest efforts. They’ve also attacked furries, pro-anorexia support
groups, bestiality enthusiasts, the Westboro Baptist Church, and countless others lolcows. Whether the
target be a random tween or a multinational corporation, all of these attacks lie somewhere on the

spectrum between “for the lulz” and “for great justice.” But of course, one Anon'’s justice is another’s lulz.

Targeted by Trolls—The
Spaghettios Girl Speaks

In 2010, an art piece performed by Natacha Stolz, a student at the Art Institute of Chicago, appeared on
YouTube. The piece, called “Interior Semiotics,” is daring, even among art house fare. In the video, a
young woman opens a can of alphabet soup, which she’d previously filled with dirt. She mixes the dirt

with water, creating mud, while reciting an obscenity-laced poem:

Dirt is all around us, everything is shit. We apply meaning, value, and worth to the shit surrounding us.
We live by this meaning, and by our words, we live by worth, and apply value, but, everything is shit.

She then smears the mud onto her shirt as the poem descends into monosyllabic babbling akin to
glossolalia. She then puts down the can, pulls out some safety scissors, cuts a hole in her jeans. What
happens next was the subject of some commenter controversy. Some thought she was masturbating and
urinating. It turns out she was releasing tomato soup from her vagina, allowing it to spill forth onto a
platform below. She then calmly wipes clean the platform and walks offstage as a few dozen art students

applaud.



| asked Stolz to explain the piece in her words.

The piece is about language and our relation to objects and value that they obtain. | used the structure of
Schneeman’s piece interior scroll and re-structured to talk about commodification. That’s at least where |
was thinking but all that doesn’t come across in the video as parts of it are focused on the audience. The
poem is suppose to be simple, repetitive and casual. When referring to shit I'm using the word since it has
other meaning . . . not suppose to be just referring to feces but that’s also an interesting layer.

Natacha says the piece was well received by the audience at the time, even by some students’ parents. If
this performance had been limited to those in attendance, it probably would have passed into the ether.
Art students (and boy do these kids look like art students) are accustomed to seeing provocative
performances. YouTube exposed Middle America to the video, and the righteous indignation that followed

rung through the halls of the Internet. As one commenter put it, “Pretentious hipster bullshit.”

Most of the attention came from 4chan, in a “You Rage You Lose” thread, where the motivation for trolling
was driven not just by the usual lulz, but an undercurrent of class warfare. In Anon’s eyes, here were a

bunch of trust-fund hipsters smelling their own farts and calling it art. Spaghettios girl must be destroyed.

Stolz quickly traced the attention back to 4chan due to the memey language used in the hateful
comments. When she started getting random friend requests on Facebook, she switched the name in the
video description to a Facebook alias that she’d been using for another art project. As the video peaked
five hundred views, the threatening phone calls and voice mail messages started coming in. Some asked

if she could perform in private. Others propositioned her for sex. What could she do?

| wasn’t sure what to do exactly, | reached out to some teachers but no one could get back to me. | wasn’t
so worried about someone confronting me in person, but | was really nervous about what it would mean
as it soon was everywhere. When googling my name, it's almost the only thing that comes up. | was in
class in September, and this girl | was sitting next to started watching the video during break. | was
charging my computer in the back of the room and | heard the two students behind her mention
Spaghettio’s, then | was there standing behind all of them watching them watch the video and talk about it
without them knowing it was me.

Stolz wisely retreated from the spotlight and did not engage with 4chan in a public way, though she did
have some fun “messing with people” on /b/, a process she defines as trolling the trolls. As of this writing,
the Interior Semiotics video has received over a million views. Stolz plans to integrate the experience into

future work.



The Anti-Social Network

Facebook in particular is the most appalling spying machine that has ever been invented. Here we have the world’s
most comprehensive database about people, their relationships, their names, their addresses, their locations and
the communications with each other, their relatives, all sitting within the United States, all accessible to US
intelligence. Facebook, Google, Yahoo—all these major US organizations have built-in interfaces for US intelligence.
It’s not a matter of serving a subpoena. They have an interface that they have developed for US intelligence to use.

Now, is it the case that Facebook is actually run by US intelligence? No, it’s not like that. It’s simply that US
intelligence is able to bring to bear legal and political pressure on them. And it’s costly for them to hand out records
one by one, so they have automated the process. Everyone should understand that when they add their friends to
Facebook, they are doing free work for United States intelligence agencies in building this database for them.

So declared WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange in May 2011 during an interview with Russian news site RT. A
spokesman for Facebook responded to CNET:

We don’t respond to pressure, we respond to compulsory legal process . . . There has never been a time we have
been pressured to turn over data [and] we fight every time we believe the legal process is insufficient. The legal
standards for compelling a company to turn over data are determined by the laws of the country, and we respect
that standard.

Facebook provides an increasingly invaluable service to its users, allowing them to connect and self-actualize in
exciting new ways. But with convenience comes tension. Do we really want any single entity to possess so much of
our private information? Many net-savvy types who don’t have turned to anonymous IRC channels, message
boards, and open-source alternative social networks like Diaspora to interact with friends, especially when
engaging in activities of questionable legality.

Not surprisingly, 4chan is one of these places. The site’s radical approach to online community (relative to other
communities of its day) has shaped the tenor of the discussion on the site. Some have called it the Anti-Facebook,
due to its refusal to track even bare-bones data on its users. The two sites were launched within a few years of one
another. Both were built on shoestring budgets by young, hungry introverts who ganked the basic idea from
someone else and made it work. Both are wildly successful, but in very different ways.

Facebook, with five hundred million users, dwarfs 4chan. Facebook emphasizes the cultivation of a robust identity.
It maintains a closed system with a lot of rules. It made its founder billions of dollars, brought generations of



people online and furthermore made them active. Facebook has redefined how humans communicate. Speaking
purely in terms of scale, 4chan is a tiny playground for bored geeks in comparison.

In David Kirkpatrick’s The Facebook Effect, Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg famously declared:

The days of you having a different image for your work friends or co-workers and for the other people you know
are probably coming to an end pretty quickly . . . Having two identities for yourself is an example of a lack of
integrity.

Facebook has struggled over the last few years to define its stance on privacy as it relates to the site’s sometimes
shockingly targeted advertising platform. And even the best privacy policy is rendered null when a massive security
breach occurs. Zuckerberg wants to encourage what he calls radical transparency—which certainly sounds nice, but
is it really best for you?

Facebook was originally a niche community of like-minded college kids, who turned to the site because they were
unsatisfied with other services that did not offer exclusivity. Now that Facebook is full of moms, where do we turn
to express ourselves the way we want?

In 2010, journalist Jeff Jarvis elucidated the public’s increasing concern about Facebook’s privacy policy.

They conflate the public sphere with the making of a public. That is, when | blog something, | am publishing it to
the world for anyone and everyone to see: the more the better, is the assumption. But when | put something on
Facebook my assumption had been that | was sharing it just with the public | created and control there. That public
is private. Therein lies the confusion. Making that public public is what disturbs people. It robs them of their sense
of control—and their actual control—of what they were sharing and with whom (no matter how many preferences
we can set). On top of that, collecting our actions elsewhere on the net—our browsing and our likes—and making
that public, too, through Facebook, disturbed people even more. Where does it end?

4chan offers a place where people are completely in control of their identity, allowing for expressions of opinions
without repercussions. In a 2010 TED Talk, Christopher Poole explained his view on anonymity:

The greater good is being served here by allowing people—there are very few places now where you can go and be
completely anonymous and say whatever you like. Saying whatever you like is powerful. Doing whatever you like is
now crossing the line, but | think it’s important to have a place [like 4chan].

Poole outlined 4chan’s core competencies and further explained his devotion to privacy in a spring 2011 South by
Southwest keynote speech. He described a “loss of the innocence of youth,” using the example of a child who
moved to a new city and could reinvent himself in his new town. Or even an adult who got a new job and wanted



to change the way he was perceived by coworkers. When you have a social network tracking your identity
wherever you go, online and off, that sticks with you. “You can’t really make mistakes in the same way you used to
be able to,” says Poole. “The cost of failure is really high when you’re contributing as yourself.”

When you’re anonymous, it allows people to be more flexible and creative, and poke and prod and try a lot of
things that they might not were they to have a little picture of their face next to all their contributions.

I think anonymity is authenticity. It allows you to share in a completely unvarnished, unfiltered, raw way. | think
that’s something that’s extremely valuable. In the case of content creation, it just allows you to play in ways that
you may not have otherwise. We believe in content over creator.

So where’s the future? Will the Internet move inexorably toward proprietary networks that require identification,
or will the open-source movement provide popular alternatives that cater to a public that, given the rise of
Anonymous, seems to be growing more averse to a strong cross-platform identity? Some doomsayers have
prophesied the end of the Internet as we know it, with companies like Facebook becoming so integral to the web
experience that the open Internet will be seen as a Wild West—like blip in Internet history. Others believe the future
lies with the freaks, the hackers, the Anons.

Hyperbole aside, it will probably be a mixture of both. Clay Shirky draws a metaphor from an old 1986 computer
game created by LucasFilm called Habitat, considered to be the godfather of massively multiplayer online games
like World of Warcraft. In the infancy of multiplayer gaming, software engineers’ programming knowledge
outstripped their understanding of social behavior, and their user experience decisions were not based on previous
knowledge. One contentious game play element in Habitat was “Player vs. Player” or “PvP” killing. Experienced
players were able to handily murder noobs, which made the game less fun for everyone but those who’d been
there the longest. In addition, the very concept of virtual murder was controversial. It didn’t take long for trolls to
start randomly killing other players as they wandered around the virtual town. But if the engineers were to disallow
PvP killing entirely, they would rob players of the thrill of danger and the joys of conquest. The moderators held a
poll, asking if killing should be allowed in Habitat. The results were split 50/50. So they compromised. Killing would
be disallowed inside the carefully manicured urban areas, but the moment you left town and headed out into the
frontier, you were announcing to other players that you were down to scrap, if need be. This clever solution
pleased most players, and continues to be the standard for many massively multiplayer games.

So will the Internet continue to look. Those who value safety over freedom will hang out on Facebook and other
proprietary communities and mobile apps walled off with identity authentication. And those willing to brave the
jungles of the open Internet will continue to spend time in anonymous IRC channels and message boards like
4chan.



Poole’s keynote speech also spoke to 4chan’s focus on meritocracy. Other communities that focus on identity, and
on rewarding people with points, badges, and other accolades, develop strong hierarchies. Sometimes this is good.
You want the smart people who continue producing compelling content to be rewarded.

But there are two ways this can go wrong. The first is encouraging self-promotion at the expense of quality content.
You don’t see social media gurus trying to game 4chan in the same way that they do Twitter and Facebook. The
second is that it can put the focus on strong personalities rather than on strong content. Longtime veterans of
communities are organically given more respect and their words sometimes given more weight than they deserve.
On 4chan, you're only as respected as your latest post. Its users are happy to let the hivemind take credit for their
creative work for nothing in return but the private satisfaction of entertaining or informing one’s /b/rothers and the
sense of belonging that goes with it.

The success of 4chan as a meme generator has challenged everything we thought we knew about the way people
behave on the web. People are willing to spend shocking amounts of time creating, collaborating, documenting—
and all with no recognition. The implications are staggering. Give people a place that facilitates creation and
sharing, and they will conjure entire civilizations (witness the overwhelming amount of lore preserved at
Encyclopedia Dramatica).

While much of 4chan’s content is pure wankery, there’s something special at work there. 4chan allows its users to
be jerks, but more importantly it provides a platform of social networking that focuses on what one is saying rather
than who is saying it. For all you know, the guy who started a thread about particle physics on /b/ is Stephen
Hawking. It’s meritocracy in its purest form. The smartest, funniest, fastest, strongest content wins, regardless of
how popular, good-looking, or renowned the post’s author is. Anonymous neither accepts nor grants acclaim.

There are essentially twin themes that make 4chan what it is: the participatory creative culture and the
spontaneous social activism. They can be seen as two manifestations of a process that social media researcher
danah boyd calls “hacking the attention economy.” Whether through creativity or creative destruction, 4chan’s
/b/tards (or lowercase a anonymous) and the politically oriented trolls (or capital A Anonymous) are exceptionally
skilled at getting people to take notice, without spending a single dollar to promote their work. Neither of these
capabilities could exist on Facebook at the same scale because they are only made possible by 4chan’s emphasis on
anonymity and ephemerality.

Many have speculated that if Christopher Poole had played his cards right, he could have made bank with a
community as big and as dynamic as 4chan. I’'m skeptical. The moment one tries to monetize something like 4chan
is the moment it stops being 4chan. Poole would have had to place content restrictions in place in order to draw
advertisers and sponsors. And without restrictions, no company in its right mind (aside from the lowest level of
pornographers) would want to advertise on 4chan as is. Furthermore, turning 4chan into a profitable business
would likely agitate the userbase to the point where it would revolt against 4chan. 4chan users have turned against



the site in the past, and I’'m sure that any attempt to make much more revenue than what’s required to pay server
bills would result in not just a mass exodus, but raids and trolls of epic proportions.

Poole recognized that. He rode the 4chan wave, gradually building a personal brand in order to generate interest
from investors so he could finance Canvas. Many people in his place would have attempted to cash in a lot earlier,
only to be met with failure. moot played it cool, managing the fringe elements of 4chan as best he could, learning
through trial and error how online community works. | believe he was only able to pull it off because, like many
start-uppers of his generation, he doesn’t seem to be in it for the money. He wears the same plain hoodie and t-
shirt at parties that he wears when speaking in front of thousands. He’s a true nerd who was able to feed his
passions through web community as a teen, and now he wants to give that experience to as many others as
possible.

In its infancy, 4chan acted like a swirling tornado, traversing the geography of the Internet, picking up properties of
the different web communities that came before it: the collaborative creativity of the Something Awful goons, the
penchant for gross-out content from Rotten, the anonymity of the Far East boards, the gleeful trolling of Usenet,
and so on. 4chan collected all those characteristics and mashed them up into a unique slurry of content and
community.

Throughout the past eight years, 4chan has grown large enough to get attention, and other communities have
formed in its wake. Know Your Meme was created to analyze memes, Buzzfeed to report them, the Cheezburger
Network to monetize them. Reddit was born, which built small fences around content creation and communication
that corralled the creative culture of 4chan, with fantastic results.

But as 4chan has scattered pieces of itself throughout the web, it approaches mainstream. Does this mean the
golden age of 4chan is over? Will it cease to be what it once was, when millions of people buy this book and learn
all of its secrets?

“I’'m not ready to say that 4chan’s over,” says Know Your Meme’s Kenyatta Cheese. “If anything, 4chan will just go
back to being the place it was a few years ago.”

I’'m with Cheese. As those twin themes of 4chan become increasingly embedded in the mainstream, 4chan will go
back to what it was before it started getting write-ups in The New York Times: a place for bored teens to shoot the
breeze. When | asked danah boyd if she thought 4chan had jumped the shark, she pointed out that a lot of 4chan
users who were there from the beginning have become literal oldfags. If you were 15 when 4chan started, you're
now 23, and most likely looking for something very different in your browsing experience. When | first discovered
4chan, | was captivated, but it’s certainly not part of my daily routine. | have to imagine that the turnover rate

for /b/tards, at least (the enthusiast boards probably hold onto people’s attention for much longer) is very high, in



the same way that hanging out down by the railroad tracks is only interesting for a summer or two. But aren’t those
summers still supremely formative, even if it’s just killing time? Even if 4chan has handed off its twin characteristics
to the broader web, it still contains something inimitable that is now a part of the psyche of an entire generation,
and, | predict, of generations to come. Pretty epic.

CHAPTER THREE

The Uncultured
Anonymous

This guide is set forth to teach you about all the things christfags get their panties into a twist about and to

arm the next generation of anons with the cruel wisdom of their elders.

Here, anons will help you on your way to becoming a legionaire while lying, cheating, stealing, smashing

and laughing in the most evil and anonymous way conceivable.

General Know-How:



Stalking

Stalking is a fun way to get to know someone that you wouldn't be able to get to know under normal
circumstances. The main reasons for this is either that they hate you, or that you're a coward. There are
three kinds of stalking. The most common kind is the stake out, which involves looking through windows
and the likes. The second most common is tracking, which involves following the person to see what they
get up to out of the house. The third most common is media stalking, which involves listening into their

phone calls, bugging their house, and hacking their computer.

The Stakeout

The best time to stake someone out is when it is dark enough that the person can't see you, but light
enough that they haven't closed their blinds yet. The stakeout is best done in a car or a van. Avoid FBI
vans, as you have already been in them enough. The best location is across the street. Anything is
possible, however, though sitting in the bushes for hours may give you cramps, and get you soaked. The

main things needed are:

e Food and drink, especially on long stakeouts. Donuts are the cliché. Energy drinks are a good for,

well, energy.

e A bottle and a bag. Unluckily, you may have to piss and shit.

e Binoculars, preferably with night vision attachments.

e Alaptop, because you are Anonymous, and this is required to live.

Tracking

In a public place, tracking is a free for all. You don't have to worry much, because there are too many
people for her to notice you following her. The main rule is, however, to dress like a normal person, so

you don't stand out in the crowd. Staying about 5feet behind is also advisable. In less public places, you



may have to choose hiding over just walking behind her, as she will notice someone following her

instantly.

Media Stalking

Media stalking will require either advanced hacking skills, or access to the targets house. Since access is
unlikely (as you have resorted to stalking), you may have to break an entry. But that is advice for another

chapter. Spy cameras can be bought from most gadget stores.

Being a Dick

For the complete retard -

If you are reading this, chances are, you are either looking to make people hate you or pick up women.
The latter of which is much much more difficult and if you were able to accomplish it, people will hate you

anyway.

The key to being a dick is not to call names, be fucking juvenile, or be a complete faggot, but to exploit

the weaknesses of others for personal gain or for the lulz.

tldr:

1. Find weakness

2. Exploit the shit out of that weakness

3. ?2?2?°?°7°7

4. Profit!

How to find someone's weakness - There is no definite guide for how to accompilish this, so | will just give
you a few examples and hopefully you can fill in the blanks and be the biggest dick possible. This requires

being a watcher, usually someone will have "tells" for their most nightmares.



Case Study 1: Liars

Tell: twitchy, trembling voice, constant sweating, change in skin tone (blushing mostly), excessive detalil
given to something not very relevant (ex: describing or asking for a detailed description of an apple..

which you stole), or the spontaneous combustion of their pants

Burn: Do not immediately call the liar out, engage in a one on one mindgame, keep asking for further
details, the more questions you ask, and the more spread out about the subject you ask, the more they
will trip up in their own lies and then you will have the utmost pleasure in calling them out. (someone add

to this, I'm going to bed. lulz)

Warning - You must think fast for comebacks, there is nothing worse than being oneupped by another

dick who has a better comeback, if you cannot think fast, take the nice guy route instead.

Case Study 2: Manly-men

Tell: usually makes a stupid joke about how his penis is bigger than yours, sometimes complete with the
"Oh wait you don't have one" addendum. He usually has some slut with him that he's going to dump for
some other slut, causing massive BAWWWW and lulz. They will always act like middle schoolers! Usually

travels with a crowd of friends who will say his insults are teh pwnage. IGNORE THEM!

Burn: If you aren't the victim of his stupidity, LEAVE HIM ALONE, chances are the person being
harrassed will come up with some batshit stupid comeback, making himself look like an idiot, AND
causing the other guy to inflate his ego even further making HIM look like an idiot, in this case it is best to
sit back and intake in some free lulz. If you ARE the victim, point out the obvious fact that he hasn't held a
steady girl "Who're you fucking this week?" etc. point out the women don't really care about the size of his
penis, and that the only reason he does is because that's all he has going for him. PROTIP: Don't fuck
around too long, the insults will quickly degrade to the level of a third grader, he will cut you off, call you a
fag, and generally not let you speak. LEAVE BEFORE THIS HAPPENS otherwise your brain might shrink

from the excess stupidity.

Case Study 3: Attention whores

Tell: They will run up to anyone they see and ask stupid questions "Do you think I'm pretty? would you

sleep with me?" or they do something stupid, trying to show off like pole dancing and falling over.



Burn: Really just ignore them, you can't win here as they will continue doing stupid shit if you
acknowledge them. If you have to say anything for god's sake don't insult them. A simple "Fuck off" or "I
don't give a shit" works here. DO NOT UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCE ANWSER THIER QUESTION OR
TELL THEM THAT WHAT THEY DID WAS COOL! They won't shut up for the next hour.

insults

If Fighting is the main course of a meal, Insulting would certainly be the appetizer. Much like fighting,
there is a time and a place for insults. Also, much like lying, it may not be wise to insult anyone. Therefor,
every Anon must learn to find a balance between insulting and letting things slide. Let it slide, but you do

well never to forget.

Things not to mention

Insults should have no borders; neither religion or color, creed or ethnicity. There are however, a few

things that you should avoid like the fucking plague.

Notable examples include:

e Anyones mother

e Chuck Norris

e Simon fucking Cowell

e Queer eye for the straight guy (Your conversation will probably be gay enough without them)

e  Famous socialist revolutions

e French military victories

e Anonymous cowards

e Fight club



e Bush

Steer clear of these and you'll eventually hit pure win. Operative word here beingeventually.

Good insults

The best insults are ones that have validity (even if it's exaggerated). For fuck's sake, don't use "gay" as
an insult when the person you're trying to insult is clearly straight. Draw attention to their homosexual
tendencies instead. Do they carry a handbag? Wear tight clothing? Often make effeminate gestures? Pick

on these things and exaggerate.

Racism works well, but try not to go over the top with this particular brand of insults. Just a fraction over
the line and you could spark a mass beating, their target of course being you. Every race without
exception has something that can be insulted. Asians have math, rice and their reproductive rate in spite
of the mediocrity of their penis. Black people have watermelon, chicken, thievery... In fact, they're the
easiest to insult. Mexicans of any variety have border crossings, tacos and low pay jobs. White people

have rednecks, fucking up the world and minority abuse. Just sight your target and open fire.

Sometimes, eloquent language can make insults more effective. If your target isn't able to figure out that

it's an insult, you've done well. Take a common insult and rephrase it so that it has the same meaning.

Insults, dissected

You probably know already what an insult is supposed to feel like. It's supposed to flood you with
testosterone and shatter your opponents ego into a million pieces until there is nothing left but the
shallow, empty husk that is his body. It's supposed to speak to his ever so emo fucking soul and leave
him emotionally, socially and physically scarred for the rest of his natural born life. Of course, you

probably don't know how to achieve this effect.

Thusly, you shall learn.

A good insult should target a somebodies sin. It can be pride, jealousy, lethargy, lust, anger, anything that

invokes some kind of emotional response. Your objective is to emphasize, object to, tease, point out or



break any of these until your target goes over the edge. Preferably, this is done by evoking anger, since

anger is the easiest emotion to instill in a person.

If you manage to inspire anger, it will probably lead to Fighting. In this case, read up on how best to
handle that situation. Just keep in mind, when physical assaults lawsuits start flying, who

shot/punched/stabbed who first.

It may however be preferable to crush someone with depression rather than fill them with anger. This is
commonly known as breaking someone. Think of breaking someone as kind of like nuclear fusion minus
the technical jargon. You've just got to feed the flames until the angst sustains itself. Just be careful not to
over-do it, as this might lead to the broken person An heroing which in turn will probably lead to you

getting party V&.

Your turn

Unless you had the great luck of being born deaf and blind, you're probably going to notice being insulted.
Knowing you, it's going to happen a lot. But in perusing *chan, you'll have taken the first step towards not
giving a fuck. So some random fuck somewhere in the world isn't your best friend? Who the fuck cares?
It's not like human beings aren't a dime a dozen (In certain third and second world countries, at least).
Fuck Them.

If you keep true to that line of thought, you will cease to care. You will master the ability to let that which

does not matter truly slide.

Laying low

So, against your better judgment, you've given in to the urge to upload your CP stash, eh? Attempted to

raid a .gov? Finally found that elusive last link to WTS Snacks whereabouts?

If any of the above applies to you, you're probably about to get a good look at the inside of the Partyvan.


https://github.com/bibanon/bibanon/wiki/Partyvan
http://web.archive.org/web/20080422005432/http:/www.wikichan.org/index.php/An_hero
http://web.archive.org/web/20080422005432/http:/www.wikichan.org/index.php/The_Uncultured_Anonymous/Fighting

OH SHI, BARBARIANS AT THE GATES!

So, shit is hitting the fan; Partyvans have been mobilized, the Chans have blocked your ISP in
preparation for the impending raid and every single hair on the underside of your ass is threading itself
together into a hymen to guard against the manlove your soon-to-be cellmate Dover, Ben will impart to

you.

But fret not, foul and foolish Anonymous, you are not yet doomed. The following is a list of things to do,

prioritized;

Number one: Nuke the drive

Any wrongdoing of yours is probably recorded on your drive in either .jpg or .avi, so now it must die. Shift
Delete doesn't actually erase any data, it just ignores it. All the data is still in one's and Zero's on the drive
itself. The only way to really delete something is to put something else in on the same spot as your
previous file was on the physical drive. Ideally, you should use shock paddles to fry your drive but since
you probably don't have access to those kind of supplies, rip it out and slam it in the microwave for thirty
minutes on High. Also a drill can be used, one hole straight through the disks makes it completely
useless. If you have extra time and a little creativity, take the disks from the drive and personally
manhandle each one. This also makes them completely unreadable and you can then make cool mobiles

from them.

Number two: Run to the hills

Even if the feds don't find anything on your computer, there will probably be other stuff to worry about. If
you didn't use a proxy, which is the internet equivalent of going to Africa and fucking every female in sight
without a rubber, the feds will have records your IP on some incriminating servers. Luckily for you, nigras
are well adapted for running and you should be able to put some distance between you and your "love
nest". Remember, they expect you to run to your relatives and friends, so anyone who's mentioned on

any official records is out of the question. Instead, the following are good places to head for;

e Shanty towns: Because there's too many people and not enough of anything else.



e Hostels: Despite the fact that you MAY be horribly dismembered by rich psychopaths from

Slovakia, many Hostels aren't very strict on who's staying overnight. Also Dirt cheap.

e Storm drains: If you live in a large city that has heavy rain more often than not, you may be able

to take refuge in these underground hovels.

e Mexico: Because anyone here will be too lazy to hand your ass over.

Number three: Staying low

So, now you've found a place to hide from the long, fistraping arm of the law. Question is, what now?
Well, the heat should die down in anywhere between two weeks or two months. Keep the fuck away from
your credit card and you should be fine. If you run out of cash, keep in mind that Mexico is the number

one supplier dubiously acquired kidneys. It's not like you're using the other one, either.

Aftermath

The heat is gone and no one cares anymore. Looks like you can just pick up where you left off, doesn't it?
No, not really. Even if you're not being hunted down like the closet furfag you probably are, the feds will
still be keeping an eye on your bank accounts and such. The best thing to do in this case is create a new
identity for yourself. Stay away from the area you worked in and anyone who may recognize you. Faking
your own death is an epic victory, since then all your assets are transfered to your next of kin, who may

be willing to channel them back to you, provided you didn't burn that bridge e

Offense and Defense:

Firearms

Ah guns, they're a giant metal penis that shoots bullets into other men. If you use them you are a fag for

touching a metal penis. Most anonymous are skinny little fags who have never seen or held a gun before.



But lets talk about them anyway.

Choosing your Weapon

e Handguns - Includes semi-autos and revolvers. These are are the only choice if you want to
carry concealed. This is a small, versatile gun. There are also many calibers you can chose from
for fucking someone up. Readily available in the U.S at your local pawn shop, or a bi outdoors
store, such as Sportsman's Warehouse. Use most handguns at short to medium ranges. Some
larger cartridges, such as a .44 Magnum, you could probably use to take somebody out at a 100
yards if you are a really good/lucky shot. It all depends on what you use and how familiar you are

with your weapon.

Common Handgun Calibers

e 9x19mm - Very cheap and available round. Even the U.S. Military uses it. Good stopping power,
good penetration, mild recoil. If you are getting your first handgun, get one in 9mm, even if its just

for the inexpensiveness of the round.

e .45 ACP - Also very common, but not nearly as cheap. Great stopping power, mild penetration.
Great for self defense as it will usually drop people fast. Heavier recoil than the 9mm, but still not

bad.

e .380 Auto - Not as cheap as the 9mm, doesn't have the stopping power or the penetration either.

But very mild recoil. Great for smaller/weaker people.

e .357 Magnum - Made for revolvers, but there are some semi's out there that will take it. More
expensive, about .70 cents or so a round, compared to the 10 cents per 9mm round. Great
stopping power, great penetration. Recoil is a little heavy, but more of a push than a snap like the

omm.

e .500 Smith and Wesson Magnum - Completely, totally unnecessary. The goal is to shoot
something not rip your hand off (some critics say it is comparable to the .357 mag; | have shot

both guns, I think the critics are fucking retarded). This is currently the most powerful factory-



made handgun in the world and you will have to pay out the ass for the cartridges ($3 per round).

If you decide to purchase this firearm and use it, then please remove your asshat and try again.

Now, that list isn't even close to describing all the handgun rounds available, or even the commonly found

ones. If you really want to know about a certain round, | hear that a place named Google is pretty good.

Rifles - These are big, unwieldy, larger caliber weapons. Mostly used for hunting(man and
beast), you aren't going to be hiding this without a large flowing trench coat or something. Rifles
aren't as expensive by the way, so anonymous might want to check these out. Always either in
bolt action or semi automatic. Use these at long to medium range unless you've bought a military
rifle that has a bayonet lug on it. Even then, unless you know how to handle it, don't try to close in
and finish someone off with a bayonet. Terrifying as it may be, you fuck up your bayonet strike

and you're up to your eyeballs in shit.

Rifle Calibers - Remember that rifle bullets are in a totally different class than handgun rounds, so a

medium power handgun bullet does not have the same power as a medium power rifle bullet. Rifle

cartridges are generally much more fast moving and hard hitting that any common handgun round.

5.56 NATO - In the medium power range as far as rifle cartridges go. Used by many rifles, such

as the AR-15 and all its offshoots. Decent stopping power, great penetration, low recoil.

7.62x39mm - Very common round used by a wide variety of Eastern Block assault rifles, such as
the infamous Ak-47. Despite its popularity, its not that great of a round for firing at anything under
300 yards, due to the heavy bullet and low powder charge. But it will go through just about
anything, including steel plate body armor, due to its weight and design. Good stopping power,

great penetration, mild recoil.

30-06 One of the best rifle cartridges of our time, with great stopping power, great penetration,

and great availability.

Recoil is moderate to heavy, depending on the rifle you use.



.308 Winchester - Flat trajectory, better than that of the 30-06 similar penetrating power to the
30-06 but slightly more lacking in power due to a shorter cartridge. Both are fine for long-distance

shots but past 500 yards the .308 is much more consistent and is more energy retentive.

Shotguns - These are essentially rifles, except instead of firing a single bullet, they fire a shot
that spreads anywhere from a hundred BBs to one big bullet, called a slug. Slugs enable a
shotgun to be used at a longer range that normal buckshot would. I'm not going to list the
different shogun gauges there are, since the most common is the 12 gauge. Shotguns have
heavy recoil, and should probably not be used by midgets, because it would roll them over. At
close range some of them can blow a huge hole into your target. Shotguns (particularly pump-

action models) are ideal as defensive weapons by virtue of their stopping power alone.

Sub-Machine Guns - A small rifle firing pistol bullets. Usually have a high capacity magazine.
Some ones | can name of off the top of my head are the MP-5, P-90, MP-7, AK-74, Tec-9, IMI
UZI, and the Mac-10. All vary heavily in what ammo they use, accuracy, and rate of fire. Pretty

low recaoil.

Automatic Rifles - A automatic rifle firing large caliber bullets. Usually have a large magazine,
and high rate of fire. Common examples are the M4 and the Ak-47 and its variants. Accuracy also
varies heavily here. Heavier recoil, but manageable. To quote Jackie Brown: "AK-47. The very
best there is. When you absolutely, positively got to kill every motherfucker in the room, accept no

substitutes."”

Some of these are hard to come by, unless you know an arms dealer. This isn't GTA, you can't just go

down to Ammu-Nation and pick one up. Make contacts, deals, shady friends in low, low places. If you

need it, you'll be persistent and you shall find a dealer.

CHARGIN your LAZAH

Guns are very simple to use. Just follow these steps.

1.

Point at what you want to shoot, KEEP BOTH EYES OPEN IF YOU CAN. Look down the sights.

Unless your target has a gun himself, hes going to be pissing his pants right about now.

2. Hold your breath.



3. Pull the trigger.

4. Breath out as you release the trigger.

5. Repeat step 3 until needed results are obtained.

6. Say some witty line about your target dying.

7. Clean up crime scene.

8. 7777

9. Profit!

FIRIN' your LAZAH

However, you can not just point and click anywhere. Aim for these spots.

e The head - Hard to hit, but will kill him or put him down in a coma.

e The knees - Best used if you catch your target off guard. Run up behind him and put your gun
under his knee, in the fleshy bit. Fire away and his knee will be utterly destroyed. He will need a

wheelchair for the rest of his life.

e The center of mass - This is almost always the chest. Dead on the center of the chest. This is
where all the organs are. It will rip through his heart and several arteries. Unless he gets to a

hospital that instant, hes a goner.

e The calf - One of the biggest arteries in the body is here, not only will he fall down, but he will

likely bleed to death.

(It is important to note that some people can withstand a single gunshot to the chest and still
come at you. It is important, when in a firefight, to squeeze off two rounds into the chest within
1.5-2 seconds of each other so as to maximize the trauma to the nervous system. The more

trauma to the nervous system, the more likely they are to fall on the spot.)



Ammo

If you're just going to kill one person, you don't need to look like Rambo with tons of ammo hanging over
you chest and everything. If you're just going to kill the person and get the hell out, take one magazine,
put it in your gun, and maybe take another magazine just in case. You don't need to shoot the person
twenty times, and if you were paying attention to the article and not drooling like a moron on the computer

desk, you should know where to shoot.

But, if there are a few guys, let's say three or four (and you think you can take them - nobody need a dead
anon) then you might need to take a few magazines. Because if you run out of ammo in the middle of the
fight, you're done for buddy. But, if they don't have weapons, and they don't suspect someone's after

them, you have a much better chance.

Proper use of your LAZAH in a gunfight.

If Anonymous ever finds himself in some grand gunfight against furfags, Mudkipz, SPARTANS, or

Slowpoke. Use these tips.

e Cover, cover, cover - Find some cover Anonymous ! Anything that can stop the bullets that are

coming towards you. Find something made of concrete or stone.

e Yes, do it like John Woo - However unrealistic it sounds, try leaping through the air, doing back
flips, cartwheels, all that shit. It will make you hard as hell to hit and you'll freak out the enemy

when you fly around the place like Keanu Reeves.

e Like Legion, security in numbers - If you've got a bunch of people with guns, trying to take
down one person with one gun will be simpler and the success rate climbs. If you're alone, and

get ambushed, you're fucked unless you're James Bond, Tony Montana or Chuck Norris.

e Above all, run - Try to get out of the gunfight situation as soon as possible. Most likely you will

die if you fight.

This Anonymous is not responsible if you Charge, fire, or swallow a lazah weapon on another person.

Use your head Anon.



Poisoning

Poisoning is not an overt act of offense or defense. Generally, it is used by assassins to kill people in a
less overt way that is subtle and they hope won't be caught. Police know about poisoning though, so it
usually doesn't work, even if you don't use obvious poisons and just give someone more medication than

they're supposed to have, they'll still catch you, just like on CSI.

Poisoning is also done for reasons besides murder, such as sabotage or lulz. For example, if one were to
poison someone, they might fail at the Olympic competition and you win the gold for your country. Or, it
might be funny to see a guy vomit up toxins while out on an anniversary dinner with your ex-girlfriend.
Even if your intent is not to Kill, this could happen accidentally, and even if it didn't, you can still be
charged with the police with attempted murder for it if that's what they think (or just if they don't like you

and think the charges will stick).

Getting Dirty:

masturbate?

You might have asked yourself this once and the answer is quite simple; because you can. Masturbating
is your way to do many things, like relieving stress, finding sexual satisfaction, clearing your mind, and as
a useful stop to premature ejaculation. Premature ejaculation is basically cumming before you want. If you
PE, than so what? It happens to everyone, including those who tell you stories like, "Oh yeah man, like an
hour, just nothin' but raw fuckin' man!". Its not that its not true, but most likely he's stretching it beyond

limits, like how he came about twice before he even got to the "raw fuckin™. Masturbating before sex, like
about an hour before, relieves stress, and will help you last longer because you've just blown a load! The
only catch, you need to do just that, BLOW A LOAD, like it flops out on your lap, so about half an hour of
porn, and stop yourself from cumming about 3 times, and you blow like a volcano. Quickies won't help,

you've got to get that Baby Juice out of your head, and focus on the date ahead, so just the fuck.



The Guide to Grand Ejaculation

It seems that you need some assistance! | consider it my duty to help you on the road to grand
ejaculation. 1. DRINK WATER. Two tall glasses of clear, cold tap water. At least TWO hours before any
action. 2. This is a differential one. (A) If you are fapping, fap for an hour, rest a minute and drink another
glass of water. Then fap for another hour. (B) Although unlikely, you might find yourself in a sexual
situation with another human being. The key here is FOREPLAY. Get her excited, and let yourself get
excited, but take it slowly and smoothly for maximum pressure when the time comes. 3. Dietary stuff.
Celery is VERY good, but that much celery all at once can mess up your stomach. Drink a glass of milk
before binging, but start slowly with your new diet. Easy does it. Pineapple is also pretty neat. The key to
volume is not only fluids, but also minerals. Zinc is the solution! Zinc is pretty prominent in things
mentioned above (probably. | am not a dietist, | am a pedoatrician.) and guess what is chock-full of Zinc?
Spinach. If you feel that this is not enough, take about 40 mg zinc a day, in pill form. Upper limit is 50, but
consider the fact that you're shoving yourself full of celery and spinach as well. 4. Physical exercise.
Although you might hate it, being fit is good for the WHOLE body. Start doing Kegels. Consult the

wikipedia entry for more information. Remember to do all this in MODERATION.

How to masturbate

Men

I'm going to guess that you already know, because for men its not rocket science. You beat your meat

and you cum, simple as that. But just in case you need to know, you sad fuck, here's how:

e Whip your dick out!

e Get it hard with some sort of stimulate, be it porn or your imagination!

e Wrap your hand around that shaft, and pump up and down! (fap fap fap)

o 7777

e PROFITIN



Women

lol there are no girlz on the interbuttz

But for those girls out there, try this.

e Getlube

Use dildo/fingers (shlick shlick)

o 7777

e PROFIT!

Masturbation for girls is a bit more tricky, and it can be frustrating for girls new to it who don't realize that
they're doing it wrong and screwing over their chances to orgasm. If you can't orgasm on your own, try

this.

e Getin bathtub.

e Run warm water.

e Angle so clit is under faucet.

o 7777

e PROFIT!

Loli?

A loli is God's way of giving you an ignorant, impressionable sex slave in the body of a little girl. A Loli
really, in definition, is someone who is illegal in the sexual department, usually between the ages of 6 and

12. Any younger is a toddler and any older would beJailbait, a loli in the form of a 14 to 16 year old girl.



https://github.com/bibanon/bibanon/wiki/Jailbait
https://github.com/bibanon/bibanon/wiki/Loli

Why Lolis?

Lolis are sought after by Anonymous (before the founding of AnonTalk, anyway) because they are three
things: Easy, dangerous, and most importantly, illegal. Anonymous laughs at illegal with an encrypted
flash drive full of CP and JB. In terms of the non-anon, Lolis are Children, who are sought after by
pedophiles, or those just looking for an easy fuck. Why they are sought after is simple, they are illegal,
thus raising the stakes. The fact that they are illegal makes it seem like an accomplishment to pooper

them, a feat of invincibility. Or you just like DEC.

From an Anon's POV

Lolis are that little girl next door, who probably has a crush on you. Why? Well read in the next section. As

for Anonymous, you're just looking for some good old fashion DFC,Delicious Flat Chest. DFC is an odd

subject, because while Anon's fawn over Peace-chan and other titties, DFC is where its at. Its those perky
little pre-pubescent mounds that drive all actions of anon, the ultimate form of WIN. DFC is to anon like

the World Cup is to Europe.

From a Loli's POV

Anonymous to a Loli is not anonymous at all. They are oblivious to all forms of Win, Fail, and 4chan itself.
They are merely little girls waiting for a good poopering. Why they fawn over older males is because it
makes them feel mature. Maturity is their ultimate form of Win, MATUREGET is their goal. Being
infatuated with older males is natural for them. Lolis do not like being Lolis, they want to be JB and full
grown women because it makes them feel grown up. Being with an older male is simply the greatest thing
to them because it gives them this feeling like, "l can please a man, so that means | am a woman!" And

this is where Anonymous comes in.

How to GET a Loli

Preparation/Etiquette
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This is not just something you can just get up and do. Anonymous must be ready for it, and it can take up
to years of preparation. This Anonymous writing this has loli prepped and ready right now, its just all
about when.(I will report and include pics, it just depends on when the time is right to "strike") Lolis are
like homemade bread, as in they require little attention, but it takes a while to get the breadmaker through

its cycle, and once ready you have to do some work to get those cinnamon rolls cooking.

The point of LoliGET is to be mature, act mature, look mature, talk mature. For the love ofLongcat, be
older than her by at least three years, and be good to her and her parents. This obviously means you
have to be near this loli, and even see her on a daily to weekly basis, the optimal location being next door
to you or a family friend down the street. Your main goal is to get in good with the parents, make them

trust you, make them like you, let them get you with her alone. Easy ways to do this:

1. Look clean, have some class, be responsible, or at least play the part. See The Well Cultured

Anonymous

2. Be polite, have manners! Table manners to parents are an instant way of telling who you are,

much like shoes are to high schoolers. See Manners.

3. Have a look like you care about their daughter in a fatherly/brotherly manner, not a sexual
manner. Play outside with her and her friends and lose in games on purpose, make sure the
parents are watching. Be close, but keep your distance, you don't want them seeing you giving

her a kiss on the cheek, but rather a big ol' bear hug.

4. Help her with everything you can, this includes homework, learning something new, and be there
for her when she fails. Make sure that when the most golden opportunity comes, injury, you are
responsible and in control. Tell her parents, have her in your arms, and soothe her. Call the
Hospital if you have to, but what your aiming for is to look like you just saved her life, whether it

be a scratch or a broken bone. And for God's Sake, be calm, always.

5. Most importantly, always smile when around her! You want to make her and her parents feel like
you want to do what you're doing, don't make it seem like she's some burden or a work in

progress, make her be the highlight of your day, but don't be obsessive.

The Time
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To successfully pooper a loli, you need time, which you will not get with her parents there. If she has
parents that work, offer to watch her while they are gone or if they are going out of town, do the same, but
with more enthusiasm, seem interested in doing it, not just for the money, but say you want to make sure
she's not lonely while gone and she will be okay. Basically seem like you are interested in her safety more
than your own pockets, and don't you dare even mention anything close to sexual, as this ruins you for
good. If they never leave basically, offer to get her away from her house for the day or a couple hours,
whether it be the old "She looked bored, so | thought | would cheer her up!" type of deal. Even offer to
take friends to seem genuine, but not too good to be true. The point of friends are that of a spotter,
making sure you're doing fine on your own, and to help when needed. Friends can be a problem, as you
haven't really "prepared" like your main loli goal, so be wary if in public with two little girls: Keep your
distance, but stay close enough to ensure safety and seem caring, give the impression that you are their
brother. Its hard to get her alone if the point of taking her friend/friends is to make sure they have fun
together. So a "get her out" is not a pooper situation if friends come, but it is a good opportunity for

something else...

No, not a threesome/foursome, but rather reconnaissance. Lets face it, little girls are teases to each
other, and the number one they do is reveal who they "like" to one another and even tease each other
with said information. If you hear your name pop up, which believe me if you played your cards right will
happen, then act both in an embarrassed manner and in a devious manner, act like your with her little
friends and even snicker, but seem like they just dropped a secret which you seem interested in. If this
type of situation happens, then you're in, you just need a little time. If said situation pops up, when alone
after dropping off friends, ask her if what they said where true. If she says yes, then say that you always
found her the cutest and best out of her little group, and if she says no, then act disappointed, maybe
even say that's too bad. This will raise a red flag in her head. She might even turn to you and say that it
was true. This is merely a formality-type of situation, its about putting her on the spot, not you. You know

she likes you from her friends, because they do not lie, its all about making sure she knows that you know

B&, AND V&!!l Make sure you tell her not to tell her parents you like her, and make sure she knows that if
she does, you will not see each other again. If you just say don't tell your parents, then she will feel like

you or she did something wrong, add the end to show it's your secret, not a bad thing.

If you have her alone because you took up babysitting her, then the whole thing is different. There are no
teasing friends, there is no catalyst to get the situation moving. You will have to be. There can be several

situations in which you can tell her, but the best and easiest is a Truth or Dare situation. Basically offer a



game of TOD to her, and ask her some stupid shit as a safety. Then pop it when she chooses truth, "Do
you like me?" Once you get her on the spot, she will put you on the spot, or she might have already, just
answer with a yes then counter her with a question that will lead to the moment you've been waiting for,
"Do you want to kiss?" or something along those lines. It may sound too, good to be true, but it WILL
work, 100%. lts her natural reaction, to make herself feel mature by connecting with you. Just take things
slow, but steady and you should be poopering a loli! Make sure once the deed is done, you seem to
genuinely like her and tell her to never tell anyone, ever. Don't even mention the Party van, as this will
bring up those red flags in her head, the feeling of what you just did is wrong. If you did it all right, just act
the same around her and her parents as always, and you may find yourself with a continually fuckable loli

friend!

Deceit

Forewarning

Before | get into writing this article, | must warn you: the following stuff | am about to teach you is immoral,
and most importantly, illegal in many ways. Running around with a fake driver's license can get you in hot
shit- especially if you use it when you're caught. Everything in this article requires skill and cool nerves- if
you fuck up, don't blame us. This is for educational purposes only- basically, don't blame us when you

fuck up.

The concept of deceit

Deceit (and Impersonation/Fraud) is the concept of misleading people in order to gain something- usually
monetary or sexual bonuses. Ever since people have existed, people have been tricking and misleading
each other- and thus, it's become more of an art. Of course, it's a dangerous art, even the best
practitioners never being absolutely perfect (and most of the most flagrant criminals being caught), so

doing it is constantly playing with fire.

So, before we go on, let's quickly get an idea of what Deceit is and is not:



Deceit, Fraud, and Impersonation are ways to do things semi-anonymously to get things from

stupid people.

For those of you who are slow, this means a few things:

e Deceitis NOT a way to make a living, nor a way you can constantly live. It is impossible to hide

yourself for very long, especially in the very technologically empowered society we live in.

e You may only do things semi-anonymously. It is a given that if you are going to pull off anything

other than a prank, you will need to come up with a false identity.

e Smart people are no longer fooled by impersonations. It is generally somewhat impossible to pull
off something on people who have more connections and intelligence than you. Store employees

can be tricked, for example, but don't expect to fool the Military.

So, do keep in mind, this kind of stuff is a dying art. Theoretically, if any country (namely the US, where |
am writing this) begins to ID people with a nationwide ID card or chip, we may see the complete death of
this art (at least, until we hack the systems). A smart heist master will know that the art is dying and only
do it for fun and giggles, and realize that big trickery is nearly impossible now unless you have a lot of

money/time- and if you're reading this article, you probably don't have the skill to do it anyway.

Part One: Hiding and Impersonating

A lot of times, you will find yourself in a position where you must impersonate or hide yourself from major
attention. For example, | have found that one of the most enjoyable things to do in my free time on
weekends is go to major "big box" stores and cause problems- and see what | can do without being
noticed. Surprisingly, you can do a lot with this- even so far as to impersonating employees at high-traffic
areas (See: Ambercrombie and Fitch, which didn't even notice my impersonation even when | went

behind the counter).

Lesson 1: Be Aware of Your Surroundings



First off (and most importantly), you need to know where you're going and what your intentions are. Don't
walk into a location (from now on, we'll use a store example) blindly and expect to "figure it out". Even the

best criminals have to "case out" an area before they go there.

In general, "casing out” an area involves finding out the following

e Figuring out entrances, exits, and known problem areas (places where cameras watch

obsessively)

e Getting an idea of the kind of people there- how employees are dressed/act, how customers

behave, popular places, etc

e The general operating procedure of the area- for example, in a store, what employees do on a

regular basis

e General problems, such as active guards (lol) or police

That should give you at least a very rudimentary idea of what's going on in a general area. If you know
that information, you can generally do your basic kind of work- look like a customer (not hard),
impersonate staff (sometimes dangerous), or even go into hidden areas and do complex stupid shit (like

going into an employees only section and messing with the sound system- VERY dangerous).

From there, you need to adapt how you act to the situation. For example, local IGAs (Independent
Grocery stores) typically have red polo shirts on with the "IGA" logo on them. Obviously, unless you have
the ability to order these locally (or have a good friend in the embroidery business), you will be stuck
wearing something similar and pretending to be a new hire. It actually works rather well, too- by playing

the "new guy", you'll find people will inadvertently teach you things to copy- but that's a whole other topic.

The way | find to be the best to act is to keep a mental "map" of where employees/guards are at any
given time. For example, in certain stores, you can generally get an idea of "this employee stays around
this computer" or something similar, and then adapt yourself to that. Even better, it typically gives you an
idea of where employees are NOT- such as lower traffic areas (for example, in Best Buy, the "small" non-
flat panel TVs typically get no employee attention ever). This is fairly easy to think of, but many people
find other ways to get around this (like actually drawing out a map before they go)- so adapt yourself to

how you like to think.



Lesson 2: Speak softly and carry a big stick

Okay, let's say you're all staked out- that is, you're in your location acting like who you want to be. But
how do you act? What are the general rules of how to operate? The simple answer is, there is no
"magical answer" to your problems- that is, no matter where you are, you always will have to adapt and
be a bit different. However, there are some general rules you can follow to not get caught- and hey, that's

the big idea, isn't it?

RULE 1- Speak softly and carry a big stick.

The famous line by Teddy Roosevelt, this is the concept of "not running your god damn mouth and
making yourself seem important”, at least in the impersonation world. A lot of people make the very
common mistake of running their mouths and over-acting, which gets them caught 99.9% of the time-
which basically makes them useless. Very intelligent impersonators (the ones that never get caught)
know that sometimes silence is the key to getting places- because the more you talk, the more you

reveal. There's nothing wrong with pretending to be "the shy guy" when you do this kind of thing.

As well, this carries a corollary- make yourself important to the point of being unapproachable. For
example, would you walk into a restaurant as a fake employee at a busy time, it is highly unlikely they will
take the time about checking if you're officially in the system, especially if you pretend that "the boss"
(who BETTER NOT BE THERE WHEN YOU TRY THIS) just hired you. Don't ever put yourself in a

situation where they can take you to the back room and interrogate you- that's exactly where you will fail.

RULE 2- Leave before you fuck up.

Feeling nervous? One of your god damn stupid friends just yell out your name? Leave. There is no shame
in just getting the fuck out before shit crashes on you. The absolute worst thing you can do is try to
overstay your time in an area, either to feel "manly” or just to feel like you're causing more of a burn. Like

| mentioned above, giving people ample time to figure out who you are is the exact opposite thing of what

you want to do. Just leave.

RULE 3- Impose Thyself

Unless you're just trying to pretend to be a peon employee, the unwritten rule is to always "gift" yourself
authority. For example, if | was to go prank Old Navy, I'd go and pretend to be a regional inspector of
some kind, and demand to be shown around the store. Why? Because people aren't going to reproach

someone who can get them fired or give them a raise.



This also applies to your personality. Don't be wishy-washy or stupid. Go up to someone and just say "I'm
a new hire, where's my weapon?" or something to that equivalent. When you're faking employee-dom, it
gives you kudos with your "boss". When you're working with women, it tends to make them feel

dominated- which is a turn on.

RULE 4- Calm the fuck down.

This should really be number one: Calm down. Too many people mess up because they get nervous and
cause something to go wrong. So long as you aren't doing anything illegal, nothing can be done to you for
impersonating an employee- so just have fun with it. Relax. If you get caught, consider it a life lesson, and
never do it there again. Laugh at people who yell at you. An invincibility complex helps in this respect- you

just need to understand that if you didn't do anything illegal, no-one can arrest you.

Lesson 3: Have Fun

The best way to learn stuff like this is to do it without doing it illegally. Believe it or not, running around
working for companies without being hired isn't illegal or anything like that- in fact, it'll just confuse the hell
out of people if they catch you. You can't be arrested for doing it, and what people don't realize is that it
sometimes plays to your favor more than they realize (For example, you can pick up girls really fast this

way, even though the whole keeping-the-act-up thing becomes more of a pain).

When you're having fun, just remember that you need to keep cool and a level head. The main problem
with doing stuff like this tends to be your emotions- and so long as you remember that everything is for

shits and giggles, it shouldn't be an issue.

Oh yeah, and before you run off to your local store and begin hitting on girls behind the counter,

remember one key thing:

DO NOT STEAL OR CAUSE PROBLEMS.

| know this is the perfect way to steal or do shit, but that's not the concept. Stealing is for fucking
immigrants and niggers, and it won't get you anywhere in life- you get caught too many times. Nor does

vandalizing anything or anything of that nature for the very same reason.



Look, | know it's tempting. | could have probably stole about one million dollars worth of merchandise
from various stores I've faked employment at. However, | didn't, and that's saved my ass numerous times.
Stealing/vandalizing is the difference between the boss laughing and patting you on the back and

throwing you in jail. Realize this, and you can have a lot more fun with life.

Lying

Lying is most likely the easiest thing to do since Masturbation was discovered. Lying is, by definition, not
telling the truth - Anonymous disagrees. Lying is a way of temporarily turning any aspect of

your/somebody else's life you choose into a temporary reality.

NOTE: You can lie to anyone, including yourself (don't believe that old saying, "you can't lie to yourself";

unfortunately you can).

Some people are so used to lying that it becomes second nature to them - achieving this can be fucking
awesome, if you don't fuck up your life attempting to become the person you falsely claim to be. Others
struggle with lying to either themselves or others. Most likely because these people still have a

conscience (Disregard this word, you're not supposed to know what it means - Anonymous has no soul).

Who to lie to

Since lying is a universal skill, it can be applied to anyone, at anytime. Popular targets include:
e Parents (underage B&)
e Police (don't lie, just withhold Truths from them.)
e Anyone even remotely affiliated with the IRS

e Yourself


https://github.com/bibanon/bibanon/wiki/Masturbation

e Females

e  Coworkers

e College admission panels

e Any *chan board

e The Spanish Inquisition

There are also some people, to which lying to is generally inadvisable. But since you are Anon, you

probably don't care. Go nuts.

How to lie

Lying is an art. You can't study to become a good liar anymore than you can study to have an 18 inch
cock. Any way you cut it, you can only become a better liar by lying to more and more people. Think exp

points. There are however, a few Protips that can make you better, faster:

1. Maintain eye contact and focus. Stick to the eyes of who ever you're lying to like they were
exposed cleavage. DO NOT STARE LIKE SOME FUCKING FISH CREATURE. It just looks weird

and will make the person either realize you're full of shit or think that you're mentally unstable.

2. Absolutely no fidgeting. Keep those hands either by your sides or use them to emphasize your
point. You've probably heard this before from your parole officer but for gods sake, refrain from

touching.

3. Don't hesitate. Hesitation means you've run out of shit to say. This equals fail. Think of what you
want to be believed and keep talking. Details are especially important. Don't be a motormouth

either. Speak at normal speed.

4. Do not tell long stories. Simple lies are less likely to be seen through. Add details, but keep the

story simple, not in the form of a short story.

5. When in doubt, scapegoat. There's enough blame to go around, why not share?



6. Believe your lie. It may be difficult for some, but if you can believe your own lie, so can every

other faggot.

Making Money:

blackmail?

Blackmail is the practice of procuring sensitive information and threatening to release said information
unless your silence is (continuously) bought. Blackmail is quite easily, the easiest way of making money

you'll ever stumble upon. All it requires is a little initial labor finding the dirt and then reaping the rewards.

Who would do such a thing?

A lot of people, that's who. Definitions vary, but blackmail can be anything from threatening to reveal who
stole a cookie from the cookie jar last night in exchange for money, to threatening to post nude pictures of
your sibling in a sexual compromising position with yourself on the internet in exchange for her silence

about that particular incident. Needless to say, it's not a business that's dying out anytime soon.

Where do | start?

There is no real place to start, actually. Since everyone has skeletons in their closets (Granted, some a

little more literally than others), prey is in no shortage. The problem is finding someone who'd easy



enough to stalk and rich enough to afford being blackmailed. Then it's only a matter of being in the right

place at the right time. Particularly juicy targets are:

e Married men cheating.

e Politicians doing ANYTHING.

e Siblings with secrets.

e Establishment owners with out licenses. (particularly bars without an alcohol sales license)

e Famous people acting like bints.

e Desperate website owners in even more desperate need of monies to fund certain whore cartels.

Dirt in different formats

Obviously, a picture says a thousand words, so pictures are the best way to go. Telling the devout stay-
at-home trophy wife that her husband is helping some $10 an hour hoebag find her G-spot isn't a quarter
as effective as actually showing her him playing doctor with what may or may not actually be a woman.
Second to pictures, are emails. Yes, they can be forged but this is general thought to beyond the means
of your average Joe. Got to love that CC: line. Thirdly, you have plain old words. If you're going to be
verbal, be sure you can either bullshit well or have some proof to back yourself up. While not entirely
damning, it may be damaging to plant seeds of doubt into the mind of a trophy wife as to the whereabouts

of her dearly and beloved over the weekend.

What, no danger?

Make no mistake, this is a dangerous trade. Some people just don't take well to blackmail. The most
common reaction exhibited by these kinds of people is the urge to impale you on a pointy object and
dump the body in a river. Remember, since you're wheeling and dealing in illegality incarnate here,
there's no crying mommie to the cops. You're on your own, skipper. | don't think | even have to mention
this, but for the love of Crom; CASH ONLY. If you use registered transactions, you fucking deserve to be
caught. Also, another thing to keep in mind is that people with money, power, or BOTH make very

dangerous blackmail targets! A prominent politician, for example, could end up blackmailing you right



back, as they have (legitimate) access to databases and other resources that you may not. If your attempt

is damaging enough, you may even get a hit put out on you, in which case, you are fucked.

Stealing

—_

Wait until all cashiers are busy.

2. Sneak by and open a box of trash bags.

3. Take trash bag, fill it up with merchandise.

4. Run for it.
5. 7?77
6. Profit!

Tips on not getting the fuck caught

The easiest and best way to not get caught, is to make yourself believe you aren't stealing. Just like lying
to someone, throw away any taboos you currently have with stealing. Since you're Anonymous, you
shouldn't really have any taboos to worry about, but since you're reading this wiki you're better off starting

small.

When | say small, | mean really fucking small.

Try going to your local supermarket. Begin by asking yourself these questions.

1. Does this store have scanners?

If no, then continue on to question 2.

If yes, then fuck this store and go somewhere else. There's ways to get around scanners (Which will be
later added when I'm not so fucking tired) and such, but since this is the beginning, and you'll be shitting

your pants so hard the second you fuck up, you're better off just going somewhere else.



1. Are you 100% sure?

If yes, then continue on.

If no, then it's time to do some homework. Try a store that you have a friend or relative working at. Don't
be obvious and go "I'M GONNA GO ROB YOUR STORE, ANY TIPS? HURR HURR HURR..." since this
will 90% likely cause a giant shitstorm from them (It also means they'll have shit to blackmail you for later
on) Try to quietly edge your way into a conversation about it. If you find out for a fact that it's 100% true,

then continue on.
1. Do | have an escape route, with another back up route?

If yes, continue on to the next question.

If no, then move the fuck on to a store where you do. I've gotten caught only once stealing, and it's
because | couldn't buck fucking ass out of the store. | did manage to bullshit my way out, though, but

that's on another topic.

Real guide to steal

I'll begin with the common phrase: This shit is illegal, is immoral and will get you to jail if you get caught,

don't fucking blame me if you fail

Training
If you can't even complete this simple steps, forget about stealing and go get a fucking job.

1. Small joke steals: Is your friend distracted? Hide his keys, take his telephone, etc. But remember
to ALWAYS give back what you steal. It is especially useful if you give them back before they

even notice it is missing. If they suspect you, hand it over immediately.

2. Moar joke steals: Try to sneak behind your friends and take something, then stand behind them
holding it in a visible way so they notice it's a fucking prank. Try not to look like you were actually

going to steal it.



Go for something moar real: Again, you'll have to make use of your friends (if you have any), try
to take something important (not too important or indispensable), and give it back the next day
(PROTIP: Do it with difrerent friends, and try different stuff, you don't want to get yourself the

reputation of "thief", at least not yet).

Your first crime: | won't say the obvious (scan the area, keep yourself calm, etc.) but I'd rather

focus on how to steal than doing it safely.

Since it's your first time, try for a store that has many of something on exibition and at within easy
hand grabbing distance. You are DEFINITELY going to get spotted if you have to reach up, bend

over or lean over to steal it.

Act natural. If there are too many people, instead of wander around like an idiot. Try to look
unsure, like you are trying to decide what to buy, and focus your sight on some random item for a
long time. If you are asked about what are you searching, just say that you are still haven't

decided, then ask about several stuff that works the same purpose (like diferent pen styles).

Distract their attention, ask for that item that's far, wait for the right moment (when they are about
to grab something is ideal since when walking they can turn around at any moment without

warning), and move your hand as fast as you can and SNATCH that item.

You have to do it FAST, but have to do it carefully. You need to hide what you stole so that it
won't stand out when you're walking away. A backpack it's a bad place to hide, since it's out of
your sight and it's hard to reach. Try for an open bag or your pockets, you probably won't be here
long. Better yet is a shopping bag, but NOT FROM THE FUCKING STORE. Why the fuck would
you be browsing if you already made your purchases? Works better if you're female, but for guys

it can work too.

After you have taken something, don't just run away, ask about the price of some of the shit you
pretended to be interested in, and find some lame excuse for not buying it, then walk away. Try

not to look too conspicuous or shifty.

Since you know perfectly that what you're doing is wrong and that it might get you a lot of fucking
trouble, adrenaline will be running through your veins. You'll feel nervious, your hands will shake

and your voice will come out unnaturally, try to speak slow, not to move to much and to breath



slow. This will not help you calm down (except maybe breathing), but it will prevent you from

doing suspicious stuff. Maintain eye contact if someone talks to you.

e When you're out of sight, run like hell, turn on the first square you have the chance to and turn

again in the next square (this will make it harder to follow you).

From buglar to criminal

1. Repeat the proccess: Do it again in another store, and another, and another one. Eventually you
will accumulate experience and knowledge, which are so important that evolution itself is based
on it. Just remember to never be overconfident. This leads to you making idiotic mistakes and

fucking up the job.

2. Last notes: When you take something from someone else, someone is gonna cry over it.
Remember that someone worked hard (maybe), to be able to make some money, and that you
are affecting this hard workers dalily life just because you feel like it. Stealing morals don't exist,
unless you have accomplices, with which you have to set rules and partnership levels (up to what
point will the group return for the fallen member and when will they just leave him behind?). It's
important to state that unless it is a special situation (your "friends" are faggots that pushed you
so you would fall and buy them time), if you fail, you fail alone, don't tell a shit about your
comrades. If they were thinking about taking you out of jail, they will most likely rethink this if they

find out that you sold them out.

3. STEALING IS BAD, DIFFICULT AND DANGEROUS. IF YOU NEED MONEY/WANT A NEW
COMPUTER TO STORE YOUR CP, THEN GO GET A FUCKING JOB.

4. UNLESS YOU HAVE A DRUG ARREST, OF COURSE. THEN IT'S OKAY BECAUSE YOU
CAN'T GET A FUCKING JOB.



Dealing Drugs

For some magical reason yet unknown to us, you will eventually have to quit you McJob and start making
some money. Chances are you're already on a first name basis with drugs seeing as how you're scraping

grease traps instead of using that college degree for something other than a napkin.

Getting your supply

Drug dealing comes in two main flavors; recreational drug dealing and pharmaceutical drug dealing. Don't

worry, there's money to be made with both.

Acquiring recreational drugs (weed, coke, meth, ether) is easier because of the large black market that
has developed in most of the world. You can either buy from a middle man (at a higher price), or you can
try to find someone who imports or makes the stuff (which may be cheaper but ties you with certain

obligations).

Acquiring pharmaceutical drugs (Ritalin, Zooloft, Amyl Nitrate) is harder because although there are
plenty of pharmacies around, you need prescriptions to be able to buy them. You can either befriend a
doctor or shrink and get them to write you bogus prescriptions but this doesn't always work and requires
some charisma, of which most Anon are lacking. OR, you can infiltrate a pharmacy and sneak stuff out.

This one is a big no-no if you have any history with the police.

Importing your drugs across the border

The most obvious of ways to get a large amount of drugs across the border is by A. Bribing a licensed
international truck driver to hide the drugs in trailer, or B. Place one of your own men behind the seat, and
have him do it for you. The best kind of shipment to smuggle them in under is either a load that has a
strong odor, or food. The strong odor would hide the smell of most drugs such as the notorious coffee or
you could hid it in food, which will lead the dogs to it, HOWEVER, the border patrol will most likely still
ignore the truck because they will assume the dogs are being enticed by the food when you declare what
you are crossing. If you aren't able to do either of the above, you can still just have a mule walk across

with your merchandise, or have him drive it across, WITH U.S. PLATES. If the plates are from Mexico, the



border patrol is more likely to intercept them. If you are walking across, you can either A. Hide the shit in
your backpack along with school books, assuming your mule is young as most B. Put secret pockets in
your clothing and hide it there or C. Get that shit and hide it in your shoe, under your balls if male, in your
bra if female, up your pussy or just straight up your a-hole as most do. If you are driving across however,
DO NOT USE THE SAME CAR EVERY TIME. Have two or three different cars that have been shelled to
cross the drugs and switch them often. If this is your first time, you'll probably be scared shitless. A good
way to not look so damn paranoid like a crack-addict and be relaxed is to simply think about sex. Trust

me, this helps. Do this for the first couple of times and after that you should be pretty calm about it.

Note: The above is full of shit. Music, to a dog, is a wall of noise, but to us there's melody and harmony
and rythm and a load of different instruments, masked scents to us are a wall of smell, but to a dog,

there's coffee and pepper and food and whatever other bullshit you use and drugs. YOU CAN'T HIDE A
SCENT FROM A DOG WITH ANOTHER SENT. You can, however, wrap that shit up in plastic and

remove the scent altogether. The smell WILL seep through, but that'll take time, buy yourself more time
with more plastic and for fucks sake don't use the same gloves you used to handle the drugs, that'll just
smear drugs on the outside of the plastic, it doesn't matter how little, the dog will smell it, and if you use
your bare hands, you deserve the imminent B& and V&. Also, if the cop can't find drugs, but doesn't like
you and thinks you have drugs he CAN AND WILL MAKE THE DOG GIVE A FALSE POSITIVE. If he's

encouraging the dog in any way, you're fucked.

Setting up shop

Obviously, you can't really set up an actual shop but you need to find places where people with addictions
flock. Hit a few nightclubs and see if you can spot the right crowd. DO NOT carry samplers. Rent out
some storage space and stash your supply here. Then, if you find anyone wanting to buy, transport the

agreed upon amount to a third location where you exchange it for monies.

Pricing

Obviously, you can't exactly be reported to the Better Business Bureau. This doesn't mean that you can
go around asking 500 bucks for a vial of Crack. People simply won't buy that. Before you announce your
intentions to sell, ask potential customers about the going rate as if you wish them to hook you up. A good

rule of thumb is to sell at at least twice the price you bought it at.



The competition

You are neither the first nor last to enter this business and that means competition will be brutal. You can

expect the following to work against you;

The Mafia

e Small time dealers

e The pimps

e Anyone who has read this article

e  The Mexican/Columbian Cartels

e The Mootxican whore cartel

Profit, the storing thereof

Naturally, you can't keep your hard earned cash stored in physical form, because you are bound to get
jacked at one time or another. Therefor, you should filter your cash, little by little, into banks. From there
you should move the money to a second bank and from there to one in Swiss or the Cayman islands,

because of their policy of privacy.



Breaking and entering

How to avoid getting caught by the popo

Alright, here is where you do some smart shit, SO YOU WON'T GO GET SURPRISE BUTTSEKKS IN
JAIL. First, wash your hair. THATS RIGHT, WASH YOUR FUCKING HAIR. This will remove most of your
lose hair so the popo won't find your DNA. Second, wear a hat to keep all your hair where it should be.
NOT ON YOUR VICTIMS FLOOR. Third, don't forget to wear gloves. Gloves are gods gift to man. Wear
these so you won't have to explain to the popo why your hands were all over Mr. Fuckshits pornos.
Fourth, don't wear baggy clothing. It may rip and leave parts behind. Fifth is optional kids. This is if your
doing a major job. Millionaries house, Museum, etc. Put a hairnet on your shoes. What this does is keep
all mud/random shit off the floor to identify where you came from. It also helps hides the size and marks
of the treads on the bottom of your sole. Sixth is the most important. DON'T LOOK LIKE A FUCKING
BURGULAR YOU IDIOT. Dress according to the neighborhood. If your in a rich one, dress nice. If your in
the fucking ghetto, look like every other ghetto gangbanger then. Fit in.

Getting ready

To break in is pretty easy. But first you gotta make sure of a few things. Such as, if its night time. If there

are no witnesses. If the cops aren't roaming the streets. The best times to break in:
e The person/family leaves town.
e Everybody is asleep
e The persons intruder alarm isn't functioning.
e When somebody buys something FUCKING EXPENSIVE.
e Somebody leaves an expensive item on the table.

e The person is a stoner, and you know where the drugs they keep are.



e Somebody who would never think of you as the person who did it.

When at least 2 of the options above are fulfilled continue to break in.

Breaking in

Things to observe before you break in:

e If they hide the key outside.

e If awindow is open.

e [|f adoor of any kind is open.

If any of those are true forget anything | am saying in this paragraph. Because its so much easier to crawl
through a window, open a door, find a key. And it causes less trouble. What you will need is any kind of
fork. You should take the fork and bend the 3 spikes pointing up, and bend them down. Its very hard, but
its worth it if you want to do this. Do that and leave 1 still standing. Go to the house. And find the door,
Put the fork in the key hole, and turn it to the right. If you do this, it BREAKS the locking on it, Allowing

you to go in.

Looting

Congratulations. Your finally in the house. What we are going to be working on is finding what to steal,

and how to steal it.

How to loot

You should always bring a garbage bag, so you can throw things in it, and run like hell. Just go to table,
See a DVD you like? Throw it in. See a game you like? Throw it in. See a pen you like? THROW IT IN.

After you have everything you need, tie it up, and carry it and run like hell to your house.



What to loot

Examples of things to loot:

e Drugs
e Movies
e TVs

e Video Game systems

e Babies. (lol)

e Anything rich

e Paintings

e Food. (if your this desperate to just go stealing then god damn you need some food. Eat a fucking

bread slice you god damn poor bastard)

e Music

Escape routes

So your done looting. If all goes well and you haven't got caught, we need to escape. Don't go through the
front. Try and find a window. Open the window and throw the stuff out. YOU DON'T WANNA BREAK THE
STUFF. Don't throw it like your a fucking baseball star. You should gently let it touch the ground. Then

jump out the window. Close it up, and run like hell.



Getting caught

You left some DNA. Now you got caught. Nobody fails exactly like you. Your ass is pwned. Literally there

is no one to help you. Just go to prison. You deserve it for failing.
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