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Verily, Allah praise is due to Allah. And peace and blessings be upon the last Prophet,

Muhammad [Salallahu 'alayhi wasallam], his family, and his companions. To proceed:

This short extract/treatise has been taken from the Fatawa, of the esteemed Scholar, Ash-
Sheikh-Al Islam Ibn Taymiyyah [May Allah have mercy upon him]. Ibn Taymiyyah had a
life full of tests and continuous trials, he was an 'Alim that manifested his knowledge with
action, in which this brief extract covers matters of Jihad, He himself, engaged in Jihad in
his life time during the Jihad against the Tatars, who took rule and and judged by al-Yasiq,
a book in which they ruled the people by the previous scriptures. Due to this, Sheikh-Al
Islam Ibn Taymiyyah declared Kufr upon them for this act of apostasy, and waged Jihad
against them for consecutive years by forming many battalions, until the ruling state
returned to the Muwahidoon.

In this time, where the concept of Jihad is taboo, in which the rulings of Jihad have been
distorted, whether it be by the modernists who water down the Religion of Allah, or the
Salafiyyah Jadeedah that distort the texts and place restricted conditions of Jihad, that no
classical scholar has preceded them in, in which they do this only to protect and defend their
Tawaghit governments. The legislated Jihad, that was sent to the Prophet Muhammad
(salallahu 'alayhi wasallam), firstly , to fight those who are fighting them [Jihad ad-Daf] ,
then the order to fight the Mushrikin until the religion is for Allah alone [Jihad at-Talab].

Imam Ibn Taymiyyah covers an important aspect that majority of the Muslims are
ignorant about, and from the Ahlul Ilm that exists among the ranks of the Murji'ah, such
texts are neglected and abandoned although this same party claims to follow the Sheikh. As
for one extreme, among the Ghulaat al-Murji'ah who claim as long as one testifies the
Shahadatyn, his faith is protected and it is Haram for the Muslims to fight or declare
Takfir upon such a person, where as on the other hand there are some whom claim that no
one [Specifically the Rulers] are to be fought, regardless or not if they implement or
abandon the Shari'ah, but are to be obeyed restrictively, and from Allah we seek refuge in
this for no text backs such a claim. Sheikh Al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah covers extensively in
his works within Majmu al-Fatawa, the obligation of fighting those who abandon any of
the Wajibaat [Obligatory actions], or refuse to make forbidden the prohibited matters in
the Shari'ah, as well as those who refuse to apply the Ahkam [Laws] in the Shari'ah
concerning many matters, where such judgments have been evident in the Quran and
Sunnah.

And from Allah is all Success.

Your brothers at Descendants of the Sahaba, the works of Sheikh ul Islam ibn Taymiyyah
were translated by a brother on the Ansar Mujahidin English Forum with nick name
"tarbiya". Don't forget him and us in your Du'a.



Sheikh ul-Islaam Ibn Taymiyyah rahimahullah, said: “Whomsoever the Da'wah
[invitation] of the Messenger sallallahu alayhi was salama has reached them- and
that [da'wah] is to the Deen of Allah, with which he was sent -and they do not
respond to [and accept] it, it then becomes an obligation to fight them [1] “.until
there is no more Fitnah [shirk ], and the Deen [religion] is for Allah alone.” [Surat
al-Baqarah: 193]

When Allah sent His Prophet and commanded him to invite the creation to His
Deen, Allah did not give permission to him to kill anyone or to fight them until after
the hyrah [migration] to al-Madeenah. Then he permitted the Prophet and the
Believers in Allah The Most High's saying: “Permission is given to those who are
being fought against, as they are oppressed, and indeed Allabh is able to give them
victory, those who have been driven out of their homes [unjustly] without due right,
only due to them saying Allabh [alone] is our Lord'. And if Allah 9id not repel one
group of people by way of another, the monadsteries, houses of worship and Masaajid,
wherein Allab's name (s mentioned abundantly would have been pulled down
[destroyed]. Truly Allah will assist those who assist in His cause. Indeed Allab is the
All-Powerful, the All-Mighty. Those whom, if we establish them in the land, establish
the Salaat, and pay the Zakaat, and enjoin good and forbid evil, and the end of [all]
the affairs is with Allah.” [Surah al-Hajj: 39-41]

Then after this, Allah obligated upon then fighting with Allah The Most High's
saying: “Fighting is prescribed for you though you dislike it, and it may be that you
dislike something which is good for you, and you you may like something which is bad
Jfor you, and Allah knows and you do not know.” [ Surat al-Baqarah: 216]

And in numerous chapters of the Qur'aan which were revealed in Madeenah, the
importance of the obligation of Jihad is greatly stressed upon, and [also] the
condemnation of those who abandon it, describing them with Nifaaq [hypocrisy]
and [having] a disease in their hearts, as Allah The Most High says: “O you who
believe, do not take as Awliyaa' [allies] your fathers or your brothers if they prefer
disbelief over belief, and whoever takes them as allies, then they are the Thaalimoon
[wrongdoers]. Say, “If your fathers, and your sons, and your brothers, and your
wived, and your families, and the wealth you have gathered, and the business in which
you fear a decline, and the homes in which you take pleasure are more beloved to you
than Allah and His Messenger and Jihad in His caude, then wait until Allah brings
about His decree, and Allabh does not guide the rebelliows group.” [Surat at-Tawbah:
23-24]

And Allah The Most High says: “Verily the believers are those who have believed in
Allab and His Messenger, and after they do not doubt, and they perform Jihad in the
path of Allab with their wealth and with their lives, those are the Truthful
[believers].” [ Surat Al-Hujuraat: 15]



And Allah The Most High said: “When a Mubkam [categorical, clear] Surab is
revealed wherein fighting is mentioned, you will see those with a disease in their hearts
looking at you with a look of one who is about to faint from [fear of ] death, but it was
better for them to [have] obedience and good words. When the matter [of fighting]
was decided, tf they had been truthful to Allab that would have been better for them. So
would you then, if you had turned away [from Jihad] spread corruption in the land
and sever the ties of kinship.” [Surat Muhammed: 20-22] And many other [similar

verses] in the Qur'aan.”

See: "'Majmoo' al-Fataawa' Vol 28/349"

Footnote:

[1] In the Two Saheeh collections the Messenger sallallahu alayhi was salama said:
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“I have been commanded to fight the people up until they bear witness that there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah
alone. Whoever declares that, then their blood and their wealth are safequarded from me, except that which [Allah] has a
right upon, and their account s with Allah.” [ Al-Bukhari #2946 and Muslim #21]
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Sheikh ul-Islaam continues:

“Just as Allah has venerated it [al-Jihad], He similarly venerates the people [of
Jihad], in Surah as-Saff He The Most High says: “O you who believe! Shall I direct
you towards a trade which shall save you from a grave punishment - Believe in Allah
and His Mesosenger and perform al-Jihad in His Path with your wealth and with your
perdond, that is better for you if you but knew. [By way of that, Allah will] forgive
your dins and enter you into Gardens under which rivers flow, and pleasant dwellings
in the Eternal Gardens. That is the supreme success — and after that which you will
love, belp from Allabh and a victory [which is] near, and glad tidings for the
believers.” [ Surat as-Saff: 10-13]

And the saying of Allah The most High: “Do you think that giving drinks to the
pilgrims and maintaining the Sacred Masjid [makes you] equal to those who believe
in Allab and the Last Day and the perform al-Jihad in the Path of Allah. They are
not equal before Allah, and Allah does not guide a people who are oppressors. Those
who have believed, and performed the migration, and perform al-Jihad in the Path of
Allab with their wealth and their persons have an exalted status before Allabh, and
they are the successful. Their Lord gives them the glad tidings of Merey from bhim and
Hiy Pleasure, and gardends for them in which there are eternal delights. They shall
dwell therein forever, and Allah has [prepared for them] tremendous rewards.” [Surat
at-Tawbah:19-21]

And the saying of Allah: “Whoever from amongst you abandons his Deen [religion],
then Allab will bring a people whom He loves and they love Him, [they will be]
merciful to the believers, stern to the unbelievers, performing al-Jibhad in the Path of
Allab, not fearing the blame of the blamers, and this is a virtue from Allab which He
bestows upon whomdoever He Jdesires, and Allab's is All-Sufficient and All-
Knowing.” [Surat al-Maa'idah:54]

And Allah The Most High says: “That is because they do not suffer any thirst, nor
fatigue, nor bunger in the Path of Allah, nor do they take a step to enrage the
disbelievers, nor inflick [damages] upon the enemy, except that it is written for them
as a righteous action. Indeed Allah does not waste the reward of the Mubsineen
[righteous ]. Neither do they spend any contribution small or large, nor do they cross
a valley, except that it is written for them for Allah to reward them according to the

best of their actions.” [Surat at-Tawbah: 120-121]

What has been mentioned [in these verses] is what they have brought about by
way of their actions, and from the glad tidings of their actions [in the afterlife], and
the matters of Jihad and it's virtues [contained] in The Book and The Sunnah are
too numerous to enumerate, and it is due to this that [al-Jihad] is the most virtuous
supererogatory action that people can perform.



It is unanimously agreed by the Scholars [of Islam] that it is more virtuous that
performing Hajj and 'Umrah [pilgrimages] or performing supererogatory prayers
or supererogatory fasting, as has been proven in The Book and The Sunnah, to the
extent that the Prophet sallallahu alayhi was salama said: “The head of the affair is
al-Islam, and it's pillar is the Prayer, and it's upper moost part is al-Jihad.” [1]

And he said: “Indeed, within the Gardens of Paradise there are 100 levels, the
[Odistance between] one level and another is like the [distance between] the sky and
the earth. Allah has prepared these levels [specifically] for those who perform al-
Jihaad in His Path.” agreed upon by both Imam al-Bukhari and Imam Muslim in

their two saheeh collections.

And The Prophet sallahu alayhi was salama also said: “One whodse feet are covered in
dust[ by performing al-Jihad] in the Path of Allah, Allah has probibited the Hellfire
from touching him.” Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari.

And the Prophet sallallahu alayhi was salama said: “Ribaat [standing on guard] for
a day and a night in the Path of Allab is better than fasting and standing in prayer
Jor one month. And if he dies [whilst on guard] then Allab will write for him bhis
regular actions of thaadabh [that he would have done had be lived], and provide him
with provision, and protect his from the trials [of the grave].” narrated by Imam
Muslim.

In the Sunan: “/Standing] a day in Ribaat in the Path of Allab (s better than
settling for a thousand days anywhere else.”

And he sallallahu alayhi was salama said: “There are two eyes which the Hellfire will
never touch, the eye which wept out of Khashiyah [humility ] before Allah, and the eye
which spends the night guarding in the Path of Allah.” An authentic hadeth as stated
by Imam at-Tirmithi.

And also it is [authentically narrated] in the Musnad of Imaam Ahmad: “Standing
on guard for a night in the Path of Allah is more virtuous than a thousand nights
standing in prayer and fasting in the days."

And in the two sahih collections: “A man said: 'O Messenger of Allabh, Inform me of
svomething which s equal to al-Jihad in the Path of Allah?' He replied: “You do not
have the ability to do (t.” So the man said: “Inform me of it?” He said: “From the time
the one who goes out to perform al-Jihad, can you fast continuously without breaking
the fast, and stand in prayer continuously without resting?” He said: “No.” So be
vaid: “That is equivalent to al-Jibhad.”

In the Sunan, he sallallahu alayhi was salama said: “Every ummah has it's Siyaahab
[travelling ], and the Styaabhabh of my ummab is al-Jihad in the Path of Allah.”



And this subject [of al-Jihad] is extensive, [so much so that] no other actions [of
ibaadah] are rewarded like it is, nor are they as virtuous like it is.”

"Majmoo' al-Fataawa' Vol 28/351"

Footnote:

[1] A da'eef [weak] hadeeth collected by Imam at-Tirmidhee and Imam Ahmad, which is however correct in
it's meaning, even though the isnaad is weak.
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Sheikh ul-Islam continued and said:

“And the [superior status of al-Jihad] is obvious considering the prevalent benefits
of al-Jihad to both the one who performs it and others, in both this worldly life and
in the afterlife. It encompasses a combination of types of ibaadaat [acts of worship],
inward and outward, as it includes [true] love of Allah The Most High, ikhlaas
[sincerity] to Allah, tawakkul [complete reliance] upon Allah and surrendering
[completely] one's life and wealth to Allah, patient perseverance, [worldly]
abstinence and remembrance of Allah, and [many] other the types of [righteous]
actions which others deeds do not encompass.

By way of it, the individual and the Ummah will always be between one of two
outcomes; either [divine] aid and [military] victory, or martyrdom and the Gardens
of Paradise. Certainly, man must live and die, and in this way [of al-Jihad], he will
be in extreme bliss in both this worldly life and in the afterlife, and by abandoning it
[al-Jihad] the extreme bliss [in this worldly life and the afterlife] will leave, or be

decreased.

And from the people, are those who desire to perform extreme [severe] actions in
their religious and worldly life, and [yet] these [actions] scarcely [achieve any]
benefits. [Whereas] al-Jihad is the more beneficial than all of their actions in both
[worldly and religious benefits]. [Another] person may busy himself in it [al-Jihad]
desiring [an easy] death, as it is the easiest [least painful] of all [types of] deaths [1],
and it is the most virtuous of deaths [2].

"Majmoo' al-Fataawa' Vol 28/353"

Footnotes:

[1] It is authentically reported in the Sunan collections that the Messenger of Allah sallallahu alayhi was
salama said: “The Martyr does not feel anything from the pains of death, except [something] similar to what
you you would feel from the sting [/bite] of an insect.”

[2] From the virtues of the Martyr are; All his sins will be forgiven. The angels will provide shade for the
martyr with their wings. Martyrdom guarantees Paradise. The martyr is inside green birds in Paradise until
the day of Qiyaamah. They are not punished in their graves [except if they have a financial debt not paid
back!] The Martyr is protected from the terror the blow of the Horn signifying Qiyaamah. He can intercede
for seventy of his family members. He will feel tranquil instead of terror on the Day of Judgment. The
angels continuously visit the martyrs and deliver their greetings to them.
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Sheikh ul-Islaam continues:

“Since the foundation of the legislated combat is al-Jihad, and the objective of al-
Jihad is to make all of the religion [purely] for Allah [1], and to make the Kalimah
of Allah [Tawheed] uppermost [2], then whoever prevents that should be fought
by the unanimous agreement of the Muslims. As for those [disbelievers] who are
not preventing, or fighting [against the Muslims] such as women, children, monks,
the elderly, the blind, the infirm, and others [similar] to them, the majority of
Scholars agree they are not to be fought, unless they fight us in their speech [such
as propaganda or incitement against the Muslims] or in their actions [such as
assisting those who fight or prevent the Muslims], [whereas] some of the Scholars
hold the opinion they can all be fought except women and children, because they
[become] the property of the Muslims [i.e. ghaneemah; war booty].

The first opinion [however], is the correct opinion, as the [legislated form of]
fighting, is to fight those who fight us when whenever we intend to make the
religion uppermost as Allah the Most High said: “And fight in the Path of Allabh,
those who fight you and Jdo not transgress, indeed Allah does not like the
transgressors.” [Surat al-Bagarah: 190]

And in the Sunan [collections of hadith] it is [authentically] reported that the
Prophet sallallahu alayhi was salaam came across a woman who had been killed in
one of the battles, so he stopped and said to the people: 'She i not one who s to be
killed." So he told one of them to catch up with Khalid ibn al-Waleed and tell him not
to kill [women or] children nor [non combatant] servants.” [Musnad Ahmad
3/488], and it is reported in the Sunan that he said: “Do not kill the very elderly,
omall children or women.” | 3]

So for this [reason], Allah the Most High has permitted the killing of people if it is
necessary for the welfare of the creation just as Allah the Most High says: “A4nd
fitnabh is worse than killing.” [Surat al-Baqarah: 191]



So in killing there is a harm and evil, but the harm and evil of the fitnah of the
disbelievers [their obstructing the religion of Allah] is far worse. As for the one who
does not obstruct the establishment of the religion of Allah, then his harm is only
towards himself, just as the Scholars have said that the one who invites to
innovation which opposes the Qur'aan and the Sunnah, his punishment is not like
the one who is silent [and who does not invite to it], as comes in the [authentic]
hadith: “A sin which (s committed in private only barmd it's doer, whereas a sin which
s committed openly, and it is not prevented, harm the community.”

So for this reason the Shari'ah obligates fighting the disbelievers, but not the killing
of captives from amongst them. If a man is captured from them in fighting them, or
not by fighting them, such as [being captured on] a [shipwrecked] boat or [from]
losing his way, by a stratagem, then the Imam [leader] may do whatever [he
decides] is best, from killing him, or enslaving him, or freeing him, or ransoming him
for property or people [in exchange for his freedom]. This is [the agreed opinion]
with most of the Scholars as is proven in the Qur'aan and the Sunnah. Some of the
Scholars are of the opinion that ransoming is abrogated.

So then [in this way], the People of the Book [the Jews and the Christians] and the
Majoos [Zoroastrians]| are to be fought until they accept al-Islam [as their new
faith], or “.until they pay the Jizyah [tribute] by their hands, and they are
belittled.” Surah Tawbah:29 [4]

With regards to others [such as the pagans, Sabians, etc], the Scholars differed as to
whether the Jizyah should be taken from them, but the generality of Scholars
agreed that the Jizyah is not to be taken from the [pagan] Arabs.

"Majmoo' al-Fataawa' Vol 28/354"

Footnotes:

[1]1 Allah says: “And fight them until there v no more Fitnah [ohirk], and the Deenfreligion] ts for Allah
alone.” [Surat al-Baqarah: 193]

[2] The Messenger sallallahu alayhi was salama said: “Whoever fights in order that the Kalimah of Allah becomes
uppermost, then be is the one [who s truly] in the Path of Allah.” [agreed upon hadith]

[3] So in summary those women and children who are not fighting or preventing are not to be killed as they
become the property of the Muslims, whereas those women and children who fight and prevent are to be
killed as combatants, and this is the majority opinion of the Scholars of Ahl us-Sunnati wa al-Jama'ah

[4] Imaam Ibni Katheer rahimahullah, said in his tafsir of this ayah,

Allah said:

(untd they pay the Jizyah), if they do not choose to embrace Islam,
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(with willing submission), in defeat and subservience,

8o Ay

(and feel themoelves subdued.), disgraced, humiliated and belittled. Therefore, Muslims are not allowed to
honour the people of Dhimmah or elevate them above Muslims, for they are miserable, disgraced and
humiliated. Imaam Muslim recorded from Abu Hurayrah radi Allahu 'anhu that the Prophet sallallahu
alayhi was salama said:
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“Do not initiate the Salaamys to the Jews and Christians, and if you meet any of them in a road, force them to its
narrowedt a//ey. 7

This is why Ameer ul Mu'mineen 'Umar bin al-Khattaab, radi Allahu 'anhu, demanded his well-known
conditions [of the Jizyah protectional tribute] be met by the Christians, it was these conditions that ensured
their continued humiliation, degradation and disgrace.

The scholars of Hadeeth narrated from 'Abdur-Rahman bin Ghanam Al-Ash'aree that he said, "I wrote down
[the following] for 'Umar bin Al-Khattab, radi Allahu 'anhu, as the terms of the treaty of peace he conducted
with the Christians of Ash-Sham: "Inn the Name of Allab, the Owner and Bestower of all Mercy.

This ts a document to the vervant of Allabh 'Umar, the Leader of the faithful, from the Christians of such and such city.
When you (Muslims) came to us we requested safety for ourselves, children, property and followers of our religion. We
made a condition on ourselves that we will neither erect in our areas a monastery, church, or a vanctuary for a monk, nor
restore any place of worship that needs restoration nor use any of them for the purpose of enmity against Muslimo.

We will not prevent any Muslim from resting in our churches whether they come by day or night, and we will open the doors
of our howses of worship for the wayfarer and traveler. Those Muslims who come as guests, will enjoy boarding and food
Sor three days. We will not allow a spy against Muslims into our churches and homes or hide deceit or betrayal against
Muoslims. We will not teach our children the Qur'aan, publicize practices of Shirk, invite anyone to Shirk or prevent any of
our fellows from embracing lslam, if they choove to do vo.

We will respect Muslimds, move from the places we it in if they choose to st in them. We will not imitate their clothing,
capd, turbany, sandals, hairstyles, speech, nicknames and title names, or ride on saddles, hang swords on the shoulders,
collect weapons of any kind or carry these weapons. We will not encrypt our stampo in Arabic, or sell alcobolic drinks.

We will have the front [half] of our hair shaved, wear our customary clothes wherever we are, wear belts around our
waisl, refrain from ereclting crosoes on the outside of our churches and demonstrating them and our books in public in
Muslim fairways and marketd.

We will not sound the bells in our churches, except discretely, or raise our voices while reciting our holy books tnside our
churches in the presence of Muslims, nor raise our voices with prayer at our funerals, or light torches in funeral
processions in the fairways of Muslima, or their markets. We will not bury our dead next to Muslim dead, or buy servants
who were captured by Muslimo.

We will be guides for Muslims and refrain from breaching their privacy in their homes.' When I gave this document to
*Umar, he added to it, "We will not beat any Muslim.

These are the conditions that we set against ourselves and followers of our religion in return for safety and protection. If
we break any of these promises that we set for your benefit against ourselves, then our Dhimmal (promise of protection) is
broken and you are allowed to do with us what you are allowed of people of defiance and rebellion."

Imaam Ibni Katheer also mentioned that the Messenger sallallahu alayhi was salama took Jizyah from the
Zoroastrians of Hajar. and from some of the border lands of Syria.
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Sheikh ul-Islam continues:

"If a group from those who ascribe themselves to al-Islam, deny a part of the
Shari'ah [the divinely revealed legislation] which is categorically established, it then
becomes obligatory to fight them by the unanimous agreement of the Muslims, up
until the point that all of the Deen is for Allah, just as Abu Bakr as-Siddeeq and the
Companions radi Allahu 'anhum 'ajma'een fought those who refused to pay the
Zakaat.

Before they all agreed to fight them, some of the Companions [initially] declined to
fight, such as when 'Umar Ibn al-Khattaab said to Abu Bakr radi Allahu 'anhuma:



“How can you fight the people when the Prophet sallallabu alaybhi was salama saio:
“I have been ordered to fight the people up until they bear witness that none has the
right to be worshipped except Allabh alone, and that they also bear witness that
Mubammed is the Messenger of Allab, and if they say this then their blood and their
property are protected, except that which Allah bhas rights upon, and their account is
with Allah.” So Abu Bakr replied to 'Umar: “And is Zakaat not from the rights of
Allab [upon their wealth]? I swear by Allab, if they withhold a hobbling cord which
they used to give to the Mesvenger of Allabh I will fight them due to them withholding
(t.” '"Umar then said: “ It was nothing other than I saw that Allabh had given the heart
of Abu Bakr clarity in the issue of fighting, and I knew that he was right.”

It is has been authentically established in numerous authentic narrations that the
Prophet sallallahu alayhi wa salama, ordered that the Khawaarij [ 1] should be killed,
as in the hadith of Ali ibn Abi Taalib reported in the two sahih collections, who said:
“I heard the Messenger of Allah sallallabu alaybhi was salama say: “There will
emerge a group towards the end of time who will be young in age and have foolish
minds, they will speak with the speech of the best of creation, but eemaan [true faith]
will not go beyond their throats, they will exit from the Deen just as an arrow goes
through ity target. And if you encounter them, then kill them, for in fighting them
there is a great reward on the Day of Judgement.”

And in a hadith recorded by Imm Muslim [in his Sahih], Ali ibn Abu Taalib radi
Allahu 'anhu said: “T heard the Messenger of Allabh sallallabu alaybhi was salama say:
“There will emerge from my Ummah a group whodse recitation of the Qur'aan will
make your recitation appear as nothing [in comparison], and their prayers will
make your prayers appear as nothing [in comparison], they will recite the Qur'aan,
thinking it will be for them but it will be against them, there recitation will not go
beyond their throats. They will exit al-Islam just the arrow goes through it's target. If
the army [of Muslims ] who were sent to pursue them knew what their Propbets has
said [about the rewards of killing them] they would abandon all their other actions.”

On the authority of Abu Sa'eed al-Khudri radi Allahu 'anhu, who said the
Messenger sallallahu alayhi was salama said [about the Khawaarij]: “They will kill
the People of al-Islam and spare the people of the 1dols, and if I were to see meet them,
I would kill them in the same manner as the People of '‘Aad were killed.” This hadith is

agreed upon by both Imam al-Bukhaari and Imam Muslim in their sahih collections.

In a narration in the sahih collection of Imam Muslim it says: “Uy Unumah will split
into two groups and between them there will be one group who renegade [ apostate from
al-lslam] they will be killed by the other group that will be upon the Truth.” And
these were the group that were killed by The Commander of the Believers Ali ibn
Abi Taalib radi Allahu 'anhu, when the people of Shaam separated from the people
of Iraaq. They became known as the Harooriyyah.



The Prophet sallallahu alayhi was salama explained that from the two groups of the
Ummah that separated, the group that were with Ali ibn Abi Taalib were the People
of the Truth, and the group that he killed were renegades who had exited from the
fold of al-Islam, they separated themselves from the Jamaa'ah [of Ahl us-Sunnah]
and they made legally permissible for themselves the blood and the wealth of the

Muslims.

Footnotes:

[1] Sheikh ul-Islam goes on to explain: the Khawaarij were a deviant sect who emerged in the time of the
Companions. They rebelled against the leadership of the Companions and declared anyone who opposed
them as disbelieving kuffaar. They held many deviant beliefs, among them that the major sins [like
fornication, theft etc] cause apostasy [riddah]. The Prophet sallallahu alayhi was salama informed us that
there will be a group of Khawaarij in every generation, up until they fight WITH the Maseeh ud-Dajjaal
AGAINST Prophet Eesa alayhis salaam. The level of the deviation of some of the Khawaarij actually
reached the level of apostasy, but the majority of them are classed as within the fold of Islam, but held as
deviant rebels and fought as such.
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Sheikh ul-Islaam continues:

"Thus, it is established in the Book and the Sunnah, and by the unanimous
agreement of the Imams of Islam that those who depart from the Shari'ah should be
fought, even though they may say the two declarations of faith. The Scholars have
[however] differed over [fighting] a group that abandon those actions from the
Sunnah which are Raatibah [1] like the two units of prayer before Fajr prayer.

As for those actions which are from the Waajibaat [obligatory] actions or from the
clearly prohibited actions which are well known [to all], then fighting them is
agreed upon, up until they [repent and] hold fast to offering the Prayers at their
prescribed times and offering the Zakaat, and fasting in the month of Ramadan and
making the pilgrimage to the House, and that they hold fast to the abandonment of
performing prohibited actions, [for example] from marrying [two] sisters, or
consuming impurities, or transgressing the persons and properties of the Muslims
and similar acts [of disobedience].

Fighting such people is obligatory, and can be initiated once they have been
informed of why the Prophet has ordered that they are to be fought. If it is they
who initiate [fighting against] the Muslims, then it is even more obligatory to fight
them."

Just as we mentioned that fighting [is prescribed against] those who deny [a part of
the Shari'ah], or highway robbers [bandits], it is even more critical to establish the
obligation of al-Jihad against the Kuffaar [disbelievers] and [against] those who
deny a part of the Shari'ah like those who refused the Zakaat, and the Khawaarij
and others like them.

We are obligated to initiate [fighting] against them, and to repel them. Initiating
[fighting] is a communal obligation [fardh ul-kifayyah], if some [of the Ummah]
establish it, then the rest of the [Ummah] are exempted from it's obligation, but it's
virtue will go to those who establish it, just as Allah says: “Not equal are those of the
believers who sit, except those who are disabled, and those who perform al-Jihad in the
caude of Allah with their wealth and their lives. Allah has preferred in grades those
who perform al-Jihaad with their wealth and their lives above those who sit.“ [Surat
an-Nisaa': 95]

If the enemies attack the Muslims, then it becomes obligatory upon all of those who
are attacked to repel them, and it an obligation upon those who are not attacked to
ald and assist them just as Allah the Most High said: “And if they seek your help in
the Deen, it is upon you to help them, except against those with whom you have a

treaty.” [Surat Anfaal: 72]



And just as the Prophet sallallahu alayhi was salama, ordered [us] to assist and aid
the Muslims, whether they are a person who is a soldier who is paid to fight or not.
And this is an obligation upon every single Muslim to perform with their lives and
their wealth, [whether they are] small in number or large in number, marching or
riding, just as when the Muslims were pursued by large enemy at the battle of the
Ditch [al-Khandaq], Allah did not excuse anyone from abstaining from the battle.
Unlike in the beginning, when some were permitted to abstain from al-Jihad and
could leave [for al-Jihad] or remain sitting, rather [at al-Khandaq] they were
dispraised when they asked The Prophet for permission to abstain: “And a group of
them ask for permission of the Prophet saying: "Indeed, owur homes lie open.', And they
lay not open. Indeed they but wished to flee.” [Surat al-Ahzaab: 13]

So [repelling the attack of the enemy] is defending the Deen, the Honours and the
lives [of the Muslims], and this is the fighting which is forced [upon the Ummah].

And [offensive Jihad] the fighting which is chosen [voluntarily] to increase [the
status] of the Deen, and to frighten the enemy like the battle of Tabook and similar
to it, is a form of punishment for those groups who deny [a part of the Sharee'ah].

"Majmoo' al-Fataawa' Vol 28/358"

Footnote:

[1] Sunnah “raatibah” means those supererogatory actions which are linked to an obligatory act of worship.
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Sheikh ul-Islam continues:

“As for the people [Muslims] in the lands of al-Islaam who do not deny [part of the
Sharee'ah], then it is a [waajib] duty to ensure they perform their [religious]
obligations from the five Pillars of al-Islaam and other obligations, such as fulfilling
their trusts, keeping to their covenants in their [social and business] interactions,
and similar matters.

Those who do not pray their [obligatory] prayers in congregation, from the men or
the women, should be ordered to pray them. If they refuse, then they should be
punished up until they pray, by the unanimous agreement of the Scholars.

The majority of the Scholars hold that they should be asked to repent, but then, if
they [still] do not pray after that, then they should be killed. As to whether they are
they killed as a kaafir, or an apostate, or as a faasiq, then there are two well known
sayings [opinons] in the math-hab of Imaam Ahmad and other than him. It has been
transmitted that the majority of the Salaf judged them to be kaafir as long as they
admitted the obligation of Prayers [1]. If they denied the obligation of Prayers, they
they unanimously agreed that they are a disbeliever [who has rejected faith].

The parents are obliged to command their children to Prayer when they reach
seven years of age, and to beat them [for not praying] at the age of ten years, just as
the Prophet sallallahu alayhi was salama, has said: “Order them to pray at seven years
of age, and beat them [for not praying] at ten yeard of age and separate them in their
beds [boys and girls].” Similarly they should also be commanded to perform

whatever else is required for prayer such as performing the ritual purification etc.



And from the completion of the obligation to pray, is that those who are in charge
of the Masaajid and those Imaams [who lead the prayers] order those who prayer
in them to pray as the Prophet prayed, just as he sallallahu alayhi was salama said:
“Offer your prayers in the same way that you see me praying.” [Narrated by Imam
al-Bukhari, and the Prophet prayed once upon the minbar in front of a group of his
Companions and said to them: “T have done this, s0 that you may learn the manner
of your prayers from my prayer.”

"Majmoo' al-Fataawa' Vol 28/359"

Footnote:

[1] Ibn Taymiyyah rahimahullah also said concerning this point: "And when a man refuses to pray even if he
s to be killed [due to refusing] then he will not be inwardly agreeing to the obligation of Prayer, nor will bhe
be one who establishes it - and be is a Kaafir by agreement of the Muslimg as is shown by the many reports
from the Companions that such a one is a Kaafir - and as is shown by the authentic texts."
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Sheikh ul-Islam continues on page 510:
“Any group which leave [by abandoning or going against] something from the
Shari'ah which is known and categorically established, it then becomes obligatory
to fight them by the unanimous agreement of the Imams [i.e. Senior scholars] of the

Muslims, even if they pronounce the Shahaadatayn [the two Declarations of Faith].

So if they pronounce the Shahaadatayn, but [at the same time] they refuse to pray



the five obligatory prayers, then it is an obligation to fight them until they pray. And
if they refuse to give the Zakaat, it is an obligation to fight them until the give the
Zakaat, and likewise with those who refuse to perform the Fasting of Ramadan, or
to perform the pilgrimage to the Ancient House.

Similarly, [it is an obligation to fight] those who refuse to make forbidden al-
Fawaahish [lewdness, obscenity], fornication, gambling, or [the consumption of]
wine, and other such matters which are prohibited in the Shari'ah matters.

Similarly, [it is an obligation to fight] those who refuse to [apply] the Shari'ah
judgements/laws concerning [the spilling of] Blood, wealth, honour, trade and
other such matters where the judgements are [clearly found within] the Kitaab and
the Sunnabh.

Likewise, [it is an obligation to fight] those who refuse to enjoin the Good and
forbid the Evil, [or those who refuse to] establish al-Jihad against the disbelievers

until they enter into al-Islam, or the pay the Jizyah tribute whilst they are
humiliated.

Likewise, [it is an obligation to fight] those who openly promote innovations which
oppose the Book and the Sunnah, and the way of the Salaf of the Ummah and it's
Imams, like those who distort the divinely revealed Names of Allah and His verses
of the Qur'aan, or those who deny the divinely revealed Names and Attributes of
Allah, or those who deny His Qadr [divine decree] and Qadaar [preordainment],
or those who deny [anything from] that which the Muslims have agreed upon in
the time of the Khulafaa' ir-Raashideen [the rightly guided khaleefahs], or those
who speak in a bad way [ta'aan] about the first and foremost of the Muhaajireen
and the Ansaar and those who follow them in al-lhsaan [righteousness], or those
who fight against the Muslims until they obey them in their opposition to the
Islamic Shari'ah and other similar affairs.

Allah the Most High says: “And fight them until there is no more Fitnah [shirk],
and the Deen [religion] is for Allah alone.” [ Surat al-Bagarah: 193]

So if they make a part of the Deen for Allah, and another part for other than Allah,
then it becomes an obligation to fight them until all of the Deen is for Allah alone.
And Allah says: “O you who believe! Have Taqwah of Allah, and give up what remains
from Riba, if you are truly believers. And if you do not do it, then take a notice of war
from Allah and His Messenger.” [Surat al-Baqarah: 279]

And this verse was revealed regarding the people of Taa'if who has had accepted al-
Islam, and they prayed, and they fasted, yet they dealt in Riba [usury], so Allah
revealed this verse to them and ordered the Believers amongst them to leave what
was remaining from previous Riba [transactions].

And Allah said, “And if you do not do it, then take a notice of war from Allah and



His Messenger.”, and it can also be read [in the revealed variant recitations] as “
19238, or “ 183319 " [ “take note of” or “be warned of" ], and all of these meanings are

correct. And Riba was one of the final things to be prohibited in the Qur'aan, and
this was wealth which was willingly given and received by the two parties
concerned, and they have been given a notice of war by Allah and His Messenger,
so how about those who refuse to desist engaging in those matters which were
prohibited [way] before the prohibition of Riba, and which are even greater
prohibitions?
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