PREPARING FOR THE OPI-C TEST

In order to help you prepare for the OPI-C test, we would like to share some information that we
think you will find helpful, especially as the test you took for your Capstone application was the
telephonic OPI test. The primary difference between the telephonic OPI and the OPI-C (the “C”
stands for “computerized”) is that, instead of speaking to a real tester, you will be recording your
answers based on prompts given by the computer. This means:

1.

You can choose which topics you will be asked. To do this, you will fill out a survey
before the test and indicate your hobbies and other topics you want to discuss. Choose
the topics carefully and make sure you have enough vocabulary words (and knowledge
of the subject) to discuss them thoroughly.
There will not be any follow-up questions specific to the answers you give. You will need
to take a more active role in showcasing your language skills instead of having a tester
“probe” your level with more questions based on your responses. Therefore, for any
abstract topics, you should try your best to show your ability to support arguments, refute
arguments, make hypotheses, discuss pros and cons, etc., using more than one
paragraph of speech. Make sure you have a topic sentence and a conclusion.
The pattern of questions given to you will be similar to a telephonic OPI. You will be
asked to:

e Describe (usually the physical appearance of an item, a place, or a person)

e Narrate (relate an experience or tell a story)

e Compare

e Give Directions (Travel or how to do something)
Then you will be prompted to answer superior-level questions, based on the topics you
chose. Remember, when talking about such topics, you should not use personal
experience. Instead, try to discuss these topics abstractly by demonstrating your
superior-level skills such as supporting arguments, refuting arguments, making
hypotheses, and discussing the pros and cons.

Some general tips:

The more you speak the better. Make sure your voice is loud and clear.

Remember, this is a test of your language skills, not your detailed knowledge of a
subject. Think about what you can say and how to say it correctly, instead of facts and
figures.

You will have a time limit in which to give your answer. Try to use all the time given, and
make sure to have a conclusion when the timer is about to run out.

Be very careful of your grammar; if you made the same basic error multiple times, such
as FIZIRFEIRJE, it will drastically affect your rating.

Using advanced patterns and idioms are a big plus, but make sure to use them correctly.
If you used an idiom but are not entirely sure you used it correctly, you can elaborate on
what it means. For example, f1E L N iFi0X—EFETEXN4HET, thp 2, 0
Wit —Faf 1t TEEE RIBERMNEME,
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