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Champions irate at what they
call “stupid” driving standards
By David Evans

Rallycross giants Mattias 
Ekstrom and Petter Solberg 
have challenged the FIA to 
call time on what they see 
as dangerous and ‘stupid’ 
driving in the World 
Rallycross Championship.

Both FIA World RX champions 
talk in glowing terms about the 
future of  rallycross, but both fear 
that future could be compromised
if  the governing body and the 
series promoter doesn’t step up 
and tackle questionable tactics 
from certain drivers.

Ekstrom told Motorsport News 
he understood that some contact 
was part of  the sport, but he 
said this season has included 
too much. 

Ekstrom said: “The contact is 
not right but some people do it – 
even though they know it’s going 
to ruin somebody’s race. And 
then they say they didn’t mean 
to do it and don’t expect anything 
to happen. Come on! They knew
when they touched the bullet they
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would crash. If  they don’t do it, 
everybody’s fine, but then they 
do it anyway.

“Some guys don’t have a good 
image in the paddock and it’s 
usually those same three or four 
guys who can’t behave.”

Solberg echoed those 
sentiments. He said: “Something 
has to change now, what we had 
this year is just not right. What 
we need is strong rules and fair 
judgments, that’s what’s going 
to be best for the sport. Rallycross 
is amazing and it has an 
incredible future, but we 
need these changes now.”

Ekstrom said he wanted to see 
a change of  regulation with a 
collective penalty system similar 
to the one in used in DTM.

He said: “If  you are a regular 
driver in World RX you should 
get one warning, then black flag. 
Then for number three [warning] 
it’s again black flag and this is 
carried through the season. If  
you do something at the next 
race, it’s a black flag straight away
– you had your warning at the

start of  the season. And if  it 
carries on again then you are 
refused the start. If  you are not 
allowed to start one heat, this will 
hurt you. Starting heat two on 
zero points hurts, but if  we have 
this then people will stop doing 
things. We all want to see action, 
but some of  what’s happening is 
not action. It’s stupid.

“It’s really the same as football: 
if  you are a bad boy and get too 
many yellow cards then you are 
out for one game. That’s what 
we need.”

Ekstrom was at pains to point 
out that his concern was wider 
than just one or two on-track 
incidents and he added that he 
had no concerns about the 
control of  the racing.

“We have a good race director,” 
he said. “Look at the percentages 
for him getting it right and 
wrong, it’s probably even better 
here than in DTM.”

The FIA’s governance of  World 
Rallycross comes under the off-
road commission, but Ekstrom
feels the time has come to change
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that. He said: “Rallycross is
developing so fast, it needs 
its own commission and its 
own rules to live and to 
understand what is going on 
with this sport.”

The champion added a stark 
warning for both the FIA and 
promoter saying: “If  people don’t
take care of  rallycross and look 
after the development then 
maybe we won’t have such a 
bright future as we could have. 

“I have my wish list for 
Christmas and one of  them is 
that [FIA president] Jean Todt 
will take responsibility – once Solberg says he has been on the rough end of some dirty driving tactics in 2016

Sebastien Loeb says Team Peugeot 
Hansen has a winter of  work ahead 
to make the 208 WRX competitive 
in time for next year’s FIA World 
Rallycross Championship.

Loeb, who will return to the series 
for a second successive season, says 
he wants to see an improvement 
in his results in 2017.

“I have enjoyed the racing,” he 
said. “But I am not satisfied for 

the results. We need to improve. 
We need to improve the car. It was 
not so bad, but I hope we can be 
more competitive next year. We 
need to have a better start and 
when the track is slippery we are 
missing some grip.

“We need to do a lot of  work 
through the winter to make sure 
we are ready for next season. I want 
to be able to get to next year and use 

the experience I took this time.”
Loeb scored his only victory of  

the World RX season in Latvia, 
but was on the podium three more 
times in the 12-round series – 
including a third place at his 
home race in Loheac.

“The sensation is still really nice 
from rallycross,” added Loeb, 
“I like the intensity on the startline, 
this is still incredible.”

Loeb aiming for a better start to his second World Rallycross challenge

you [the FIA] start the world
championship you [the FIA]
need to be aware that it’s running.
Everybody has to up their game.
You see the driver level is going
up and the growth of teams and
drivers is faster than the
promoter and the FIA for the
moment. We have to convince
FIA and [series promoter] IMG
to keep up, it’s not OK anymore
just to keep the level you have.
The FIA has been the farmer of
the sport; I grew up in the
paddocks I know this. But we are 
developing so fast now. 

“We are fighting for the 
audience, whether they are fans 
at the track or on social media, 
and if  they don’t feel fantastic, 
then they switch off. They make a 
deal with their Sunday afternoon 
to tune in to rallycross and we 
have to make it mega good or they 
will not come, they will go 
elsewhere with their time.”

World Rallycross managing 
director Paul Bellamy said 
he could understand the 
points raised.

“When you have two world
champions talking about this
kind of thing, we have to listen to
them,” Bellamy said. “But we also
have to listen to the other drivers.
I must admit I agree with what
Mattias and Petter are saying and
we are working very hard with
the FIA right on this subject.

“We will have more technology
coming into the cars next year
which will deliver as much data
as possible to the race director
and the stewards. I agree that we
need consistency, but at the same 
time, and as frustrating as this 
can be, sport is sport and when 
you have every driver doing 
absolutely everything in their 
power to get to that first corner 
ahead, there will be incidents. 

“Rallycross is a contact sport 
and fans love that element of  
drama. But, like I said, I see their 
point and they should rest 
assured that we’re not resting on 
our laurels – we are working 
tirelessly to make sure World 
Rallycross continues on its 
current trajectory.”

Contact is plentiful 
in World Rallycross

Ekstrom wants a rule change

Loeb wants an improvement in form for the 2017 campaign
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THE FINAL FOUR
Mercedes set to promote one of these men to replace Rosberg in 2017

Photos: LAT

By Rob Ladbrook

Mercedes is unlikely to announce 
Nico Rosberg’s successor this 
side of the New Year, but has 
narrowed its search down to 
four potential candidates.

The Anglo-German squad has been 
left with little time and a diminishing 
pool of  drivers to choose from to fill its 
second seat after agreeing to allow 
world champion Rosberg out of  his 
contract and into retirement.

With Hamilton already locked 
into the team until at least the end of  
2018, Mercedes must decide whether 
to promote someone from its young 
driver roster, or negotiate a more 
experienced racer out of  their contract. 

With the majority of  the field already 
signed up for next year, the latter 

option is proving a tough task.
Mercedes is understood to have 

recently approached Williams to sign 
Valtteri Bottas, a driver managed 
by Silver Arrows head Toto Wolff. 
Mercedes reportedly offered a £10m 
reduction on Williams’ engine supply 
bill and the use of  Pascal Wehrlein, 
but the Grove team rejected that.

Mercedes is said to be working on 
a counter offer.

However, three other drivers have 
emerged as candidates for the seat –
Mercedes junio
Esteban Ocon, a
with Spaniard C
Sainz Jr. 

McLaren star

Fernando Alonso ruled himself
out of the equation, telling McLaren
Technology Centre staff that he
was committed to staying with the
Honda-powered team.

Wehrlein is the easiest option, but
Mercedes is unsure due to his relative
lack of grand prix experience. Ocon
is also inexperienced, and has already
signed a deal with Force India.
However, despite Wolff ’s suggestion
that he didn’t want to “interfere” with
drivers already in contract, Mercedes

man.
ro
rters

ed a

promotion for 2018, even if Red Bull
Racing retains Daniel Ricciardo
and Max Verstappen as planned.

When asked if he was willing to
release Sainz from his contract, Red
Bull head Christian Horner replied:
“Why would we do that? Carlos has
done a great job. He is a Red Bull
driver. We have invested in him to get
him into F1 and they are all on long-
term contracts so it wouldn’t make
any sense to feed one of your main
opponents with one of your assets.

“You have to give these guys
[Mercedes’ junior drivers] a
chance. Let’s see what they can do
in a frontrunning car. You don’t
know until you give them a chance,
which is what we did with drivers
like Sebastian Vettel, Daniel
Ricciardo and Max Verstappen.”

New driver wi
join Hamilton

Wehrlein seems 
second choice

Bottas: talks are 
ongoing for Finn

Sainz is a late tip,
and with Red Bull

Ocon is an outsider, 
but is in the frame

Valtteri Bottas
Odds: Bookie’s favourite
Pros: Most experienced of the four, 
highly rated
Cons: Costly to secure, probably 
should have won a race by now
Appears to be Mercedes’ number 
one choice. Known to the team as a 
competitor and its management as a 
driver. Downside will be the cost of 
leveraging him from Williams, which 
will be high with the Grove team keen 
to get the absolute maximum from any 
deal. Williams also isn’t keen on deal 
of loaning Wehrlein. It would give 
it two rookies in its line-up with 
Lance Stroll signed.

Pascal Wehrlein
Odds: Worth an each-way finish
Pros: Known to Mercedes, he’s free
Cons: Inexperienced, questionable 
attitude
The original tip for the seat has fallen 
back somewhat following Force 
India’s decision to overlook him in 
favour of Esteban Ocon, who it felt was 
easier to work with. Mercedes is also 
unsure over his lack of GP experience, 
but if Williams won’t budge, he could 
find himself in a plum seat.

Esteban Ocon
Odds: Also ran
Pros: Proven quick, good attitude 
Cons: Inexperienced, already signed
In truth, this is a bit of a long shot, 
purely as it doesn’t really make 
much sense to either party. To get 
him Mercedes would have to barter 
with Force India, to gain a driver low 
on experience anyway. He’s a hot 
prospect, but we suspect Mercedes 
will want to leave him to learn his trade 
with Force India for a while.

Carlos Sainz Jr
Odds: Hail Mary!
Pros: Good experience, proven pace
Cons: Already contracted, can be fiery
This year the dark horse is a Spanish 
one. Sainz was a late entrant into the 
process when Mercedes began to run 
out of candidates. He’s tied to Toro 
Rosso for another year, and Red Bull 
is unlikely to want to release one of its 
prospects to its biggest rival. And 
certainly won’t do so on the cheap.

Mercedes appears to be down 
to the final four candidates for its 
final seat. Here is our analysis of 
the suitability of each.

RATE THE 
DRIVERS

Bottas most likely for Merc
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McLarenAutosportBRDCAward
winnerLandoNorriswilldriveforCarlin
inEuropeanFormula3nextyear.

The17-year-oldBriton–2016Formula
RenaultEurocupandNECchampion–
hadbeenexpectedtoraceinthecategory
withtheteamhavingracedforthesquad
inMSAFormulain2015andapart-
seasoninBRDCBritishF3thisyear.

Norris,whoalsowontheToyotaRacing

Seriestitlein2016andwillcontestthe
seriesagainnextyear, joinsJehan
DaruvalaandFerdinandHabsburg
inCarlin’sF3line-up.

“I’mveryexcitedtobejoiningCarlin
andcan’twaittocontesttheFIAFormula
3EuropeanChampionship,”saidNorris.
“Myaimissimple–Iwanttowinthe
championshiptitleoutright.Although
it’smyrookieF3season,I’mtotally

confidentwiththepackage–theteam
andVolkswagen.

“IbelieveIhavewhatittakesto
challengeforthetitleinmyfirstfull
seasonof F3racingespeciallyafter
thepaceweshowedatHockenheimand
Macau[Norris’sone-off outingsin
F3thisyear].

“Manyof thedriversI’mupagainst
willbeinatleasttheirsecondyearin

thecategorysowillhavealotof F3
experienceonthetrackswe’llberacing
on.If, inmyfirstyear,theoutrightF3
titleisnotwithinmygrasp,itwon’tbe
forthewantof tryingandthenwinning
the‘rookie’titleisanabsolutemust.”

Thehighly-ratedDavidBeckmannwill
switchfromMuckeMotorsporttoVan
AmersfoortRacingtocontestafull
seasonof EuroF3nextyear.

NORRIS AND CARLIN
CONFIRM EURO F3 DEAL

‘Fears grow for
Coventry Stadium’
Short oval future in doubt, p29

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, LAT

Button signed up for RoC

TF has spot on Le Mans entry

Button signs up for 
Race of Champions

Herta to Indy Lights with Andretti Autosport

Jenson Button’s first event 
after taking a sabbatical from 
Formula 1 will be the Race 
of  Champions in Miami 
next month.

The Abu Dhabi Grand Prix in 
November was likely Button’s 
last race in F1, although he 
does still have a contract with 
McLaren that would allow him 
to return to a race seat in 2018.

The 2009 champion will be 
joined by David Coulthard in 
the Race of  Champions, which 
takes place on January 21/22.

“It is always a great event with
a special atmosphere,” said
Button, who has five RoC starts
to his name. “You get to race
against the best drivers from all
over the world and we enjoy our
time both on and off the track as
we meet old friends from all the

Colton Herta will make his Indy 
Lights debut in 2017 as part of  an 
Andretti Autosport tie-up with 
the family that owns the baseball 
franchise the New York Yankees.

Herta, the 16-year-old son of  
IndyCar race winner Bryan, 
finished third in the Formula 
3-based Euroformula Open series 
in 2016 and was a race winner 
in BRDC British F3, competing 
with Carlin. He was also third 
in the MSA Formula standings 
thepreviousyear.

He will return to the US to 
compete in Lights, a series his 
father won in 1993, in a new team 
that will be headed by Andretti 
and the  Steinbrenner family.

“I’m very pleased to be coming 
back to race in the States,” Herta 
said. “IndyCar is my goal, so 
competing in Indy Lights this 
year will bring me one step closer. 
I know I have a good team behind 
me in Andretti Steinbrenner 
Racing and we should be fighting 
for wins right away.”

Bartholomew to race
Lambo in Middle East

Hankey and Yoluc for  
TF’s Le Mans assault

Ford to run four 
GTs at Daytona

British GT racer Jack
Bartholomew will head to
the Middle East and Asia
to continue his career after
landing a seat in the
Lamborghini Super Trofeo.

The 18-year-old finished
second in the British GT4
Championship this year in
a Beechdean AMR-run Aston
Martin Vantage, after a spell
in BRDC F4 . He will now
move into Lamborghini’s
Middle East and Asia-based
one-make series for the
Lamborghini Huracan after
agreeing a deal with the FFF 
Racing team for both contests.

Bartholomew had his first 
test with the team at Cremona 
Circuit in Italy recently. He 
said: “Joining FFF Racing is 
the right choice. This is part 
of  a multi-year programme 
that will involve building 
strong relationships with 
the same team and, while 
I know I must work hard, 
I’m confident I can be 
competitive from the off.

“I gelled with the car well in 
the test and I’m really excited 
to start off  in the Middle East 
Series, which will help me 
learn the ropes before going 
into the Asian one.”

TF Sport will retain European 
GT3 racers Euan Hankey and 
Salih Yoluc as part of  its line-up 
for its first attempt at the 
Le Mans 24 Hours next year.

The British GT champion 
team won a slot on the grid at 
La Sarthe courtesy of  Hankey 
and Yoluc winning the Michelin 
GT3 Cup title this year aboard 
an Aston Martin Vantage.

The pair will now race at Le 
Mans after extending their deal 
with Tom Ferrier’s team. They 
will also contest the full European 
Le Mans Series. A factory AMR 
driver will join them for Le Mans.

Jonathan Adam has close links 
with the team, having lifted the 
British GT3 title this year with 
TF. Should the Scotsman be 
unavailable, Alex MacDowall 
or fellow British GT graduate 
Ross Gunn could step in.

“Racing at Le Mans has been my 
biggest dream since I was very 
young, but it has come sooner 
than I expected in my partnership 
with Salih,” said Hankey. “Salih 
has exceeded my expectations and 
repeatedly surprised me this year.

“He’s an eternal optimist – you 
have to dream of  glory or there’s 
no point racing – but 2017 will be a 
learning year for us. There’s a lot 
to learn, about managing traffic, 
about the GTE car, which has more 
downforce and no ABS so requires 
a more deft touch on the brakes.”

Ford is planning to field 
four cars in January’s 
Daytona 24 Hours as it 
seeks to back up its 
Le Mans success this year.

The Chip Ganassi team 
will combine its cars from 
both the IMSA Sportscar 
Championship and the 
FIA World Endurance 
Championship to form 
the four-car entry. 

The last time both 
branches of  the team 
ran together was at the 
Le Mans 24 Hours, where 
Ford secured the GTE 
class victory on the 50th 
anniversary of  its original 
win with the GT40.

“We didn’t have the 
strongest race at the 
Daytona 24 Hours last year, 
but we have a season of  
learning experiences 
behind us now and we’re 
proud to come back,” said 
Dave Pericak, Ford’s global 
director of  performance.

The manufacturer’s final 
choice on its drivers for the 
even is as yet unconfirmed, 
but Ganassi ran Dirk 
Muller, Joey Hand, 
Richard Westbrook 
and Ryan Briscoe during 
the pre-Christmas test 
sessions at Daytona.

Aston man will drive Huracan

Herta won 
in BRDC F3

Palmer was a 
winner at Estoril

different motorsport series.
“The main thing is that 

everyone wants to put on a good 
show for the fans, and we only 
pretend to play it cool before 
giving it everything when we’re 
revving up the cars on the line.” 

Teenager has already
raced Euro F3 car

Norris has had plenty of success so far
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Palmer stays with R-Ace for Eurocup in 2017

Formula Renault Eurocup race 
winner Will Palmer will contest a 
second season in the series in 2017.

Palmer, the 2015 McLaren 
Autosport BRDC Award winner, 
stepped up to compete in the 
Eurocup and NEC series last 
year with ART junior team R-Ace 
GP after winning the BRDC 
Formula 4 championship.

He claimed a first win during the 
final round of  the Eurocup season 
at Estoril on his way to seventh in 
the standings, and has signed up 
for a second season in the revamped 
Eurocup with R-Ace.

Renault has increased its backing 

of  the series, upping its investment 
while also offering the top two 
drivers in the championship a place 
in its Renault Sport Academy.

Palmer said he was confident of  
fighting for one of  those spots after 
a learning year in the category.

“I’m delighted to be staying 
with R-Ace GP for a second season 
in Formula Renault Eurocup for 
2017,” said 19-year-old Palmer.

“I’ve learnt a huge amount in my 
first year racing in Europe and after 
a strong end to the year as well as a 
very promising post-season testing 
programme, I’m very confident of  
fighting for the title next year.”



Newsham to make full-time return to BTCC with BTC Norlin Racing

Sharp to step up to Porsche Supercup for 2017 with family team

Porsche Carrera Cup GB racer
Tom Sharp will step up to the
Porsche Supercup next season,
remaining with his family
IDL Racing squad.

The 25-year-old has taken
part in the Silverstone
Supercup races for the past
two seasons but will now
switch to the Formula 1
supporting category full-time
for 2017. He finished sixth in
the GB standings this year.

“It’s something I have always
wanted to do,” said Sharp. “I
remember watching it from

quite a young age and I never
really aspired to be a driver
in F1, I was always focused
on racing sportscars.

“We know what to expect but
from an organisational point
of view it’s very different.
I’m going to have to learn a
lot of new tracks, which is
something I haven’t done for a
long time, so it’s going to be a
steep learning curve. I think
the new car will help to level
the playing field.”

Sharp will join two-time
champion Dan Cammish in

graduating to the Supercup
next year and reckons he
will be a good benchmark.

“I’m very excited, it’s the
pinnacle of one-make racing,”
Sharp added. “You have got to
be realistic but I’m in the best
position I’ve ever been going
forward. It’s going to be tough,
every time a new generation
car comes in the series
becomes more competitive
but being realistic I would like
to be finishing in the top eight
every race and finish higher in
the championship than that.”

British Touring Car
Championship race winner Dave
Newsham has signed to join the
BTC Norlin Racing team to race
a Chevrolet Cruze in 2017.

Newsham took part in two
rounds of the championship in a
Power Maxed Racing Chevrolet
last season and finished in the
points in five of his six outings.
He will line up at BTC Norlin
Racing alongside Chris Smiley.

BTC Norlin Racing boss Bert
Taylor explained: “It was
important for us to get a driver

with race-winning experience,
and Dave was at the very top of
the list of drivers we wanted.

“Dave has shown how good he
is when he stepped into the car
for a couple of rounds last season
and he was challenging for the
top six straight away. That is the
class that he has.”

Newsham, who won two races
with an ES Racing Vauxhall
Vectra in 2012, says he has an
extensive testing programme
planned ahead of the start of
the 2017 campaign.

“To have been selected for this
drive is unreal for me,” said the
49-year-old. “The team has some
very solid foundations and there
is a real desire to win from all
parties. This will be the first
time I will go into a season with
a car that I know so I am full of
optimism about it.

“There are some great people
assembled at the team, including
my engineer Steve Brady. The
elements are there for us to take
some real steps forward in terms
of performance.”

Mini men get
Ciceley Clio seats
Mini Challenge drivers
Luke Reade and Sam
Osborne will move to
the Renault UK Clio
Cup next season with
Ciceley Motorsport.

Reade and Osborne,
who finished 11th and
16th in the Mini Challenge
standings respectively, will 
join Max Coates at the team 
as part of  a possible five-car 
line-up from the British 
Touring Car squad.

Team boss Adam Morgan 
said: “Alex and Sam are 
both great signings and 
we are delighted to have 
them onboard. Both have 
shown great promise in 
their careers so far and 
our initial testing with 
them has gone very well – 
they will have a great 
benchmark in Max to 
work with.

“There is also the 
likelihood that we will run 
a fourth and maybe even a 
fifth car in 2017’s UK Clio 
Cup – interest is extremely 
high so watch this space.”

Photos: Jakob Ebrey

Newsham already has experience of the Chevrolet Cruze

Sharp was sixth overall in Porsche Carrera Cup GB this season

ByMattJames

TomChiltonwill return to theBritish
TouringCarChampionshipnext
seasonat thewheelofaPower
MaxedRacingVauxhallAstra.

TheformerIndependentsTrophywinner,
31,will lineupalongsideSennaProctor.
Hehaspreviouslydrivenafactory-backed
Astra,whenhedroveforTripleEightRace
Engineeringin2006.

ChiltonbeganhisBTCCcareerin2002
andracedthroughuntil2011beforeswitching
totheWorldTouringCarChampionship.

HefinishedeighthintheWTCCdrivinga
SebastienLoebRacing-runCitroen
C-Elyseein2016.

Chiltonsaid:“Iamdelightedtobebackin
theBTCC,Ihavecontinuedtowatchasa
fanwhileracinginWorldTouringCars
andtheitchtogetbackbehindthewheel
onBritishsoilhasnevergoneaway.Soyou
canimaginehowexcitedIwaswhen[Power
MaxedRacingteamprincipal]AdamWeaver
gotintouch,plustogettoreturninaVauxhall
Astra,acarthatIknowandlove,isadream.I
amconfidentthatPowerMaxedRacingwill
befrontrunnersandscoringpodiums,the

teamarefantastic,andIcan’twaittoget
behindthewheel.”

Weaversaidthathewashopefulthe
experienceChiltoncanbringtothe
teamwillhelppushthenewprogramme
forwards,anditwouldalsobeabenefit
toseriesnewcomerProctor.

“Tom’sexperienceandworkethicissecond
tonone,heknowswhat’scomingandwillbea
greatrolemodelforSennaaswellasaproven
racewinner,”saidWeaver.“Weknewlast
yearthatwehadtheingredientsforsuccess
but, likeacake,youcan’trushit,butmaybe
thisyearwecanhaveourcakeandeatit.”

CHILTON BACK TO BTCC
WITH PMR AND VAUXHALL

Chilton will race one of
the Astra new builds

Multiple race winner to return to race in Britain after WTCC spell

Brit last raced in the championship back in 2011
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OnedriverfromtheScottish
MotorRacingClubwillwina
fundedtestwithAudiSport
CustomerRacinginEurope
aspartof anewprizeput
forwardbyLeManslegend
AllanMcNish.

NextyeartheSMRCwill
beabletoputforwardone
driverfromitsportfolioof
championshipstotakepart
inoneof AudiSport’s2018
pre-seasongrouptestsessions
inEurope,withaviewto
promotingScottishtalent
onawiderstage.

McNishandAudiSport
CustomerRacingheadChris
Reinke,bothlong-standing
membersof theGerman
brand’sLeMansprogramme,
haveputtheprizetogether.

Theexactdetailshaveyetto
bedecided,butatestinthe
single-makeTTCupcategory,

whichsupportstheDTM,is
themostlikely.Audiwillalso
releaseitsnewRS3LMSTCR
machinenextyear,andthatis
alsounderconsideration.

McNishtoldMotorsportNews:
“Scotlanddidalotformeinmy
careerintermsof support.
Andit’snotju tmoneyand
sponsorshi
upthephon
peopleand
therewasa
opportunit
corner.Iha
careerwith
frompeople
JackieStew
andSMRC
chairman

HughMcCaigboughtmemy
firstkartengineintheearly
days.Scotlandhasalwaysbeen
greatatshoutingaboutits
talent,andwewanttokeep
thatgoing.

“Wewantedtogivesomething
backtotheSMRCasitisclub

r cingi Scotlan andalotof
cationhas
kingsure
bleracing

Scotland.
hasa

erracing
TTCup

htupto
acing,soit
ssenseto
owcasing
alentthere

pportunities
ogress.”
ewinner

henew

prizecan be chosen from any 
oneof the club’s championships, 
butmust be a full SMRC 
member. McNish said making 
thescope for the prize as wide as 
possiblewas important.

“Itcould be one of  the SMRC 
champions, or someone who just 
doesafew rounds as they lack 
budget,” he added. “As long as 
thedriver displays the right 
qualities and the desire and 
workrate, why shouldn’t they 
getthechance? It gives the club 
thechance to decide who it 
wouldlike to give a leg-up in 
theircareer.”

Thisprize joins a host of  
otheropportunities offered 
bytheSMRC,whichalso
includefundedtestsinMini
ChallengecarsfortheScottish
MiniCooperCupchampions
andMcLarentoursforother
promisingdrivers.

SMRC DRIVER TO
WIN AUDI TEST

“I feel my career
is back on track”
Max Chilton interview, p22

MX-5 racer Sycamore eyeing GT Cup switch
Mazda MX-5 Cup frontrunner 
Jack Sycamore has tested a 
Ginetta G50 as he plans to 
switch to the GT Cup next year.

Sycamorewillraceinthe
serieswithABMotorsport–
whichhecompetedinMazdas
with–alongsidefellowMX-5
racerDarrenStanding.

HetestedtheG50forthefirst
timeatSnettertonearlierthis
month,butthetestwasended
earlyafteracrash.

“Itwasgoingwelluntilthe
pointImadeamistakeandputit
inthebarrier,”saidSycamore.
“Itdidn’tendthegreatestway
butitwasgoodtostartwith.

“Thecarisalotquickerthan
theMazda,there’salotmore

powerandthereforeit’svery
differenttodrive.Becauseit’s
moreof apurpose-builtrace
carthebrakepedaldoesn’tmove
soit’saveryfinemovement
between10percentbrakingand
100percentbraking.Thatwas
partof thereasonforthemistake
asitwasdifficultformetoget
usedto.Nowit’sgivenmeabitof
abilltopaybeforeChristmas.”

Sycamoreplanstoraceinthe
GTCupnextyear,butitdepends
onbudget.

“That’sstillverymuchwhat
I’maimingforbutitallcomes
downtobudget,”headded.“I’m
tryingtogetsomemoresponsors
onboardtojoinmycurrent
sponsorTXNRecruit.”

Winner could test 
TT Cup machine 

I
n an era of club racing where 
prizes are more of a rarity than the 
norm, the Scottish Motor Racing 
Club truly bucks the trend.

Despite it not being the biggest 
country in the world, Scotland is 

arguably one of the best at shouting about the 
talent it produces, especially in motorsport.

Despite the fact it only has one active 
permanent race track – Knockhill – the list of top 
ranking drivers to have come through the ranks 
of the Fife circuit is superb. Allan McNish, Dario 
Franchitti, Ryan Dalziel, Paul di Resta, David 
Coulthard, Jonathan Adam, Gordon Shedden, 
David Leslie and John Cleland to name a few. 

One of the keys behind the success of Scottish 
motorsport in producing world-beating athletes 
lies in the community. Nobody forgets their 
roots, and everybody sticks together as and 
when they can.

As you can read opposite, McNish is quick 
to acknowledge the help he got on his career 
trajectory. His talent was noticed at a young 
age and established drivers took note and 
recognised that he was one of the next 
generation. Scottish drivers tend to be great 
at looking down the ladder as well as up it, 
so when key seats and chances become 
available, they’re not shy to pick up the phone 
to their contacts and suggest ‘I know a quick 
lad who’d suit that...’

That’s incredibly influential for a young driver’s 
career, and a hugely powerful tool. Perhaps it’s 
the smaller concentration of members of the 
SMRC that makes it so special in that regard. 
But, whatever it is, it makes top teams, their 
managers and manufacturers sit up and 
take notice.

As I said prizes are hard to come by in club 
racing. Sure, you might win a set of tyres here 
or there or a few hundred quid to cover the cost 
of your trip home, but there’s not much else 
around in true clubman competition.

The Mazda Road to Indy scholarship is a nice 
recent addition, giving Formula Ford 1600 
drivers the chance to fight it out for a bursary for 
USF2000. And Scotland’s own Neil Maclennan 
got a shot this year (see page 18). 

But, aside from that, there’s little out there.
In comparison the SMRC has arranged tests 

in Mini Challenge machinery for its top Cooper 
Cup drivers, works with McLaren to organise 
tours and other prizes, and now this superb 
chance to impress one of the world’s biggest 
brands at its official factory tests. 

IndyCar hero Dario Franchitti also regularly 
donates a Formula Ford car for a season 
to help a promising youngster into car racing.

In British GT we have the Ecurie Ecosse team, 
which brought two superb young drivers in 
Ciaran Haggerty and Sandy Mitchell to the 
championship, helping them with sponsorship 
and creating chances for them to shine. 

They also get runs in the McLaren GT3 cars, 
just as a reward for their strong year, but it’s 
still all essential experience that should set both 
well on the way in the GT ladder. Bravo to the 
SMRC, and its senior members for the work they 
do in helping the next generation succeed.

DEPUTY EDITOR

ROB
LADBRO
“Scottish Mot
Racing Club 
bucks trend”

AGREE/DISAGREE?
mn.letters@haymarket.com

Sycamorefinishedthirdin the750MC’sMX-5Cupstandings

Littlejohnwill raceMacMillanAstonMartinVantageGT3car

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Mick Walker, Steve Jones

Radical champion Littlejohn to British GT

Radical European Masters 
champion James Littlejohn 
will move into the British GT 
Championship next year with 
GT3 newcomer Generation 
AMR MacMillan Racing.

Littlejohn, 29, has signed to 
partner Jack Mitchell in the 
team’s new Aston Martin Vantage 
GT3. He won this year’s European 
Radical title sharing an SR8 
with Tony Wells.

Littlejohn (right) will make his 
British GT return exactly 
a decade on from his 
debut in the series when 
he raced a Brookspeed 
Dodge Viper GT3 on a 
one-off  appearance at 
Oulton Park in 2007.

“I’m really excited 
about this deal as GT3 
has moved on a lot since 

I last raced one,” said Littlejohn.
“I know Richard Dencer at 

MacMillan really well as he 
looked after me when I was 
doing some Formula 3 in Asia, 
he invited me to test alongside 
Jack and we got on really well.

“I’m going from an ultra-
lightweight aero-dependant car 
into a much heavier, more 
powerful machine. I’ve also raced 
historics in recent years so I’m 
used to the weight and the racing 
technique isn’t hugely different 

in the Aston Martin.
“MacMillan are the 

new boys in GT3 next 
year, but we have the full 
support of  [AMR works 
team] Prodrive and Jack 
and I will be learning fast, 
so I don’t believe we’ll be 
at a disadvantage.” 

McNish is
behind 
new SMRC
prize idea
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ByStephenLickorish

BOSSIrelandchampionCianCarey
haswontheSextonTrophyandwill
usehiscashprize tocompete in the
F3Cupnextyear.

The22-year-oldwon£41,000afterthe
award’sprizechangedforthisyeartoa
cashrewardratherthanafundedseasonin
NationalFormulaFord1600(seebelow).

Carey,whowontheBOSStitledrivinga
FormulaRenaultcar,willnowstepuptothe
F3CupwithChrisDittmannRacing.Hehas

boughtanex-VanAmersfoortRacing
Dallaraandraceditforthefirsttimeatthe
WalterHayesTrophymeetingintheOpen
WheelAllcomersrace,finishingsecond
despitespinningtolastearlyon.

HebeatFF1600racerJordanDempseyand
SupercarsdriverAndyO’Brientowinthe
MotorsportIrelandaward.

“I’mdelighted–Iwasn’texpectingitatall
sowhenmynamewascalledoutIthought
theyhadmadeamistake!”saidCarey.“It’s
massiveforme,thefinancialsupportfrom
MotorsportIrelandwillhelpmetodoF3

Cupnextyear.Wehaveboughtacaralready
andtheclassseemsquitegoodnextyearso
it’sgoingtobecompetitive.

“F3Cupisagoodclubmanseriesbutit’s
stillgettingrecognised.It’satwo-yearplan,
thefirstyearI’mhopingtowinafewraces
andthenaimtowinthechampionshipthe
nextyear.Weranwiththeteamat
Silverstoneandgotwithinacoupleof
tenthsof theF3Cuplaprecord.

“I’mreally,reallylookingforwardto
itandfeelIcanberightatthesharpend
straightaway.”

CAREY WINS IRELAND
SEXTON TROPHY PRIZE

Brunton signs Melrose for National FF in ’17

GrahamBruntonRacingwill
fieldamulti-carattackonnext
year’sNationalFormulaFord
1600season,andhassignedSeb
Melroseasitsfirstdriver.

Melrose,18, finishedthird
inthisyear’sScottishFF1600
pointsandalsocontestedthe
WalterHayesTrophy,making
thefinal.Hisperformances
across2016alsowonhim
Knockhill’sYoungDriverof
theYearaccolade.

Godsonof IndyCarlegend
DarioFranchitti,Melrose
willhandleabrandnewRay

chassisforhisfirstyearin
theBritishNationalseries.

“Sebhasprogressedsomuch
thisseasonandhe’sreadyfor
themoveintotheNational
championship,”saidteam
headGrahamBrunton.

“Hedoesn’tcomefrom
thetraditionalbackground
of havingloadsof karting
experienceandhaslearnedhis
tradeinFF1600sincedayone.
Heworkssohardatthesport.
He’sthefirstguytoarrivein
themorningandthelastto
leaveeachnightandhe’sso

BOSS title was won
in Formula RenaultCarey’s hands on trophy

Photos: Jakob Ebrey
RACING NEWS

Award changes means Sexton Formula Ford prize drive is replaced by cash incentive
TheprizefortheSextonTrophy
haschangedforthe2017season,
withMotorsportIreland
electingtoawardacashprize
ratherthanapaid-forseatina
MotorsportIrelandbacked-
FormulaFord.

TheprizedriveinaVan
DiemenFormulaFordrunby

BernardDolanproved
successfulinthehandsof
driverslikeJonnyMcMullan–
whowontheBRSCCFormula
FordNationalChampionshipin
2015–butMotorsportIreland
havedecidedonanewdirection.

“Ithasn’tgoneupinvalue,
we’vereplacedthefundeddrive

inourFormulaFordcarwith
thecashprize,”saidMotorsport
IrelandCEOAlexSinclair.

“We’vehadthreeorfouryears
inthesamecarnowsoweneed
tomoveonandlookatdoing
otherthings.BernardDolandid
afantasticjobandIdon’tthink
there’sabetterprepareron

theseislandsatthemoment.
“Butwefeelwe’llgivethecash

andassessthesituationaswego.
It’shardtoknowwhereyougo
asthere’ssomanydifferentcars
insomanydifferentcategories.”

JakeByrnewonlastyear’s
prizebutlefttheprogramme
citingpersonalreasons.

IN BRIEF
Caterhamclasses
Caterham’sUKchampionships
havebeenrenamedfor2017so
theybetter reflect thecompany’s
roadcar range.Workingupthe
ladder, theserieswillnowbe
calledCaterhamAcademy,
CaterhamRoadsports,Caterham
270R,Caterham310Rand
Caterham420Rwillbe thenew
namefor theR300Championship.
TheSupersportchampionship is
expectedtocontinuebutnotas
partof the ladderandthereare
set tobemorechangesfor the
2018season.

Trucksaway
Thecalendar fornext year’sBritish
TruckRacingChampionshiphas
beenreleasedand includeseventsat
bothNogaro inFranceandtheseries’
annual trip to theTruckGrandPrixat
theNurburgring in July. “Nogaro isa
non-championshipevent.Wewant to
attract theFrench trucks to theUKto
runoneof theirchampionshipsabroad,
so ifwecangoandsupportoneof their
events, theycancomeandsupport
oneofours,”saidTruckSportUK
co-directorStuartOliver.

Icedriver toJuniors
IcedriverScottMcKennawill
switch toracingonTarmac
nextyearaftersigningforHHC
Motorsport tocompete inGinetta
Junior.The15-year-oldhas
previouslydrivenraceandrally
carson ice inSwedenandNorway
aspartofhis family’s IceDriver
business.Theteamhasalso
signed thesonofFrenchdriver
RaphaelRealDelSarte.Ruben
DelSarte tookpart in theWinter
SerieswithHHClastmonth.

Formula Ford racer Andy Charlsey gave shoppers in Petts
Wood a surprise last month when he drove his Ray RG15
through the high street of his hometown.Charsley’s outing
was part of the town’s Christmas lights switch-on event.

Photo: Payley Photography

determined to succeed. It’ll 
be a big year for him.”

Brunton is expected to 
field a second car for 15-year-
old Michael Macpherson, 
who became the youngest 
driver ever to pass his ARDS 
test at the Scottish track 
back  in January.

Melrose in WHT action

Orgee puts winning 
Van Diemen on sale 

Lydden legend 
Connor retires 

Double Castle Combe Formula 
Ford champion Roger Orgee is 
eyeing a potential return to the 
BRSCC National Formula Ford 
1600 contest next year.

Orgee has put his championship 
winning Van Diemen RF00 up 
for sale along with a machine 
recently converted to Formula 
Ford 1600 specification, in a bid to 
raise funds for his 2017 campaign. 
His last appearance in national-
level Formula Ford competition 
was at Silverstone in August 2015.

“We’re talking with prospective 
sponsors at the moment about 
going into different 
championships, I think one of  
the main things we are going to 
do is go for a newer car for a 
championship shot,” said Orgee. 
“The idea being to sell them both, 
get some funds and then maybe go 
for the national championship.

“It would be nice to be back in 
the national series. Right now we 
are seeing what we can get 
together, what sort of  money. 
Then we’ll look at calendars and 
see what fits around my day job 
[as head of  sales at the DYMAG 
performance wheels group].”

Lydden Hill regular and 
stalwart of  Formula Ford 
racing Dave Connor has 
retired from motorsport 
at the age of  70.

Connor, formerly a 
suspension designer for Ford 
at its Dunton Engineering 
Centre, started racing in 
1982 and is best known for 
his extended stay and 
competitiveness in the 
Formula Ford Kent County 
Championship.

During his first year of  
competition, Connor was 
struck down by a rare 
neurological virus that left 
him totally paralysed. He 
was told he had an 80 per 
cent chance of  survival and 
might never drive again.

But he made a remarkable 
return to racing the following 
year, and continued to race his 
Royale RP26 at Lydden and 
Brands Hatch until 1987 when 
he decided to take a lay-off  
from racing – his stamina 
having never fully recovered.

 The Brentwood driver did 
however make a second 
comeback eight years later, 
racing an ex-Chris Hall Jamun 
M92. He enjoyed a fine spell of  
success that earned him the 
‘Lydden Master’ nickname. 

Most recently, Connor 
bought and raced a Jedi-R1 
Yamaha that had formerly 
been raced by Autosport’s 
Grand Prix Editor Ben 
Anderson. He made a bid for 
the unofficial lap record at 
Lydden earlier this year, 
setting a time of  39.2 seconds – 
0.9s slower than Rob Cox’s 
current record.

Connor has raced since 1982
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Thank you for your support throughout 2016, we look forward to 

working with you in 2017! Visit us at Autosport Show Stand 2500 

12th-15th January – as well as the latest information, we have 

refreshments available and plenty of space to sit down, relax and 

meet other fellow racers. See you there!

Merry Christmas 
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Company



DerekMcMahon,whodied
recentlyaged75,wasakey
figureinIrishracingthrough
the1970sandbackeddrivers
likeDerekDaly.

McMahonwasborninto
agarage-owningfamilyin
Donegalandwasinstrumental
intheformationof the
DonegalMotorClub.He
supportedDalyashewonthe
1977BritishF3titleduringa
rapidrisetoFormula1and
thenranEddieJordaninF3.

DerekMcMahonRacing
laterevolvedintoEddie
JordanRacingasMcMahon
tookastepback,buthestill
supportedyoungIrishracers.
Inthe1970sMcMahonalso
racedandenteredcarsin
SpecialSaloonsandfamously
oncetookonGerryMarshallin
arunningraceatSilverstone.

Derek McMahon
1941-2016

OBITUARY

Thornton will go to NZ

Rarecarssale
SilverstoneAuctionswillhost two
dedicatedcompetitioncarsales
in2017,startingatRaceRetroon
FridayFebruary24.Thecompany,
whichsoldcarswitha totalvalue
of£26million lastyear,will then
holdaclassiccompetitioncar
sale in theSilverstoneWingon
theThursdayof theSilverstone
ClassicweekendonJuly27.

Blockleyontour
Historicsingle-seater racer Jim
BlockleyhasshippedtheFormula
JuniorCaravelleMk2toNewZealand
for thenext legof thecategory’s
DiamondJubileeWorldTour.Blockley
bought thecar, thesecondofonly three
Caravellesproduced, frommarque
founderRichardUtleyearlier thisyear.
More recently, thecarhasbeenraced
togreateffectbyCallumMacLeod.

OldStagersrun
The2017HRCROldStager
Championshipwill take in
theSolwayCoastRallyonthe
DundrennonMilitaryRanges
in thesouthofScotland.The
historicswill competeonthe
Saturdayof thisevent, running
alongsidetheJuniorF1000
competitors.Othernewevents
ontheschedule includethe
season-closingCheviotStages
onOtterburn.

ListersatGoodwood
SixtyyearsafterhewontheSussex
TrophyatGoodwood’sEaster
Meeting,ArchieScottBrownwill
becelebratedat the75thGoodwood
Members’Meetingwitha race
dedicated toListers.A full fieldof30
Listersports-racingcarswill contest
thenewScottBrownTrophyover
theweekendofMarch18/19.

HSCC’senduros
TheHSCChasconfirmeda
four-race2017calendar for the
Pre-’80EnduranceSeries.The
series forsports-racing,GTand
TouringCarsofa typethat
competed in international races
uptotheendof1979will runon
theGPcircuitsatSilverstone
(May20/21)andBrandsHatch
(July1/2)aswellas lateseason
racesatSpaandDijon.

MonteCarloorbust
Atotalof20Britishcrewsare in the
333-strongentry list for the20thRallye
Monte-CarloHistorique,which runs
fromJanuary25toFebruary1.Among
themarebrothersSteveandTony
Grahamin theirLanciaFulvia.Heading
the fieldwill be2016winnerand2012
BritishGTchampionDanielePerfetti in
hisAlpineRenault.

Hopkins intheSun
TalbotSunbeamdriverDave
Hopkins isplanningtocontest
both theMidnightSunRally in
SwedennextAugustandthe
RogerAlbertClarkRally in
November.Arecentengine
rebuildhasgot the1600cccar
runningstronglyandHopkins
andco-driverTonyVartwillalso
contest thegravel roundsof
theBHRC.

HISTORICS

Bianchi returns to
S2000 in a Chevron

Married couple claim Rally of the Incas win

RegularhistoricracerTony
Bianchiisgoingbacktohis
racingrootstofieldaSports
2000ChevronB52.

“It’s30yearssinceIracedone,”
saidBianchi,whoracedaTiga
towardstheendof theoriginal
Sports2000era.“Iwaslookingfor
aTigaandfoundtheChevron.”

TheChevronisoneof onlythree
orfourof suchmodelsproduced
andwasthe1980prototypecar
racedbyCostasLos.More
recentlyithasbeenowned
byJulianMaynardbuthas
probablynotrunforfiveyears.

BianchiwillsharetheDelta
Motorsport-tendedcarwithhis
wifePiainthePre-’80Endurance
seriesnextseason.

Belgian husband-and-wife
crew Joost Van Cauwenberg
and Christine De Landtsheer
won the Classics division of
the Rally of the Incas, a 27-day
event across the roads of
South America.

A total of 45 crews started the
Endurance Rally Association’s
event on November 13 from
Buenos Aires and covered

6200 miles before finishing in
Lima on Friday, December 9.

The winning crew were in a
1973 Porsche 911.

Chuck and Pam Lyford won
the Vintageants section in their
1938 Chevrolet ‘Fangio’ Coupe.

British Bentleys were second
and third in the hands of Paul
Carter/Vincent Fairclough and
Graham and Marina Goodwin.

Bumper field lined up for New Zealand leg of Formula Junior tour
Gridsof 50carsareexpectedin
NewZealandinJanuaryand
Februaryforsectorfiveof the
FormulaJuniorDiamond
JubileeWorldTour.

TheNewZealandlegof themost
ambitiousseriesinhistoricracing
willtakeinfivemeetingsonfive
weekendsatfivetracks,covering

bothnorthandsouthisland.
Thispartof theWorldTouris
fortheDennyHulmeTrophy.

Morethan15carsfromtheUK
aremakingthetriptojoinastrong
localcontingentandanine-car
groupfromAustralia,including
JoeRicciardo,fatherof F1racer
Daniel, inhisBrabhamBT6.

LeadingUK-basedcontenders
fortheseries,whichstartsat
HamptonDownsonJanuary
20-22,includeGregThornton
(Lotus20/22),RobinLongdon
(LolaMk5A)andPeterAnstiss
(Lotus20/22).Seriesprimemover
DuncanRabagliatiwillracehis
AlexisHF1.

ByPaulLawrence

Tworaceseries forHistoric
Formula2carswillgohead-
to-head in2017afterPeter
Autorevealedplans toadd
aseriesofF2races to its
pan-Europeanschedule.

Forthelastdecadethe
HistoricSportsCarClubhas
runtheHistoricFormula2FIA
InternationalSeries,andhas
alreadyconfirmedasix-event

programmetakinginsomeof
Europe’sleadingtracks.

Now,French-basedPeter
Autohasunveiledafive-event
seriescoveringSpa,Dijon,
Monza,PaulRicardand
theHungaroring.

Bothserieswillbeopentocars
builttoperiodregulationsfor
Formula2,FormulaAtlantic
andFormulaB:startingfrom
1967andrunningthroughto
theendof 1978.

Competitorsareconcerned
thattherearenotenoughactive
carstosupporttwoseries.

GrahameWhiteof theHSCC
said:“Therearehardlyenough
carsforoneseries, letalonetwo.
Butthismakesnodifferenceto
ourplansandwewillcontinue
tosupportHistoricF2aswe
havedonesince2006.TheHSCC
istotallycommittedtorunning
thesecarsandwehaveavery
goodcalendar,whichwehope

thecompetitorswillsupport.”
PatrickPetersaid:“British

entrantswhofeatureonour
gridsonaregularbasis,and
whoalsoraceinF2,askedusif
wewereinterestedinrunning
thisseries.Personally,I love
F2s.Theyaremoreagilethan
F1sandhavetheadvantageof
beingcheapertorun.Ouraim
istostartwithagridof around
15to20cars,increasingto
20-25in2018.”

HSCC has no fears over newly announced French-based series

TWO F2 SERIES TO
GO INTO BATTLE

DOWNTHE
PUB
WITH
MEIRION
EVANS
Age:38Lives:Newcastle
Emlyn,Wales
Silver Fern Rally winner

IN BRIEF

‘HSCC has a
four-race calendar’
Pre-’80 Enduros are go, below

TOYOTA’S RETURN TO WORLD RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP PAGE 20

Evans: Escort exponent

Theplanwashatched
ayearago
“Christmasnight last year Iwas
bored.Therewasnothingon the
TVand Istarted thinkingabout
what Iwasgoing todo in2016. I
rememberedPhilSquires’wife
saying therewasonerally youhad
todobeforeyoudied.So Iput the
entry in for theSilverFernduring
Januaryandstartedplanning it.”

HecrashedontheIsle
ofMan
“Idecided to take themoderncar
out to the IsleofMan inSeptember
and Igotslightlycarriedaway,
because it isanawesomecar.
Itwasamassiveaccident;an
absoluteplanecrash. I had tohave
surgeryandhaveaplateput inmy
shoulder. Iworkedhard toget fit
againanddida lotofswimming.”

HelovedtheNZstages
“It isanamazingcountryand the
peopleare justwonderful. The
countryside isbeautiful and the
roadsaresomethingyou’ll never
findanywhereelse in theworld.
Onthe limiter in topgearand
drifting thecararoundbends is
justunbelievable.”

Itisamassive
commitment
“Theonlyemotionaboutnotdoing
itagain is if youwentoutearly in
the rally.There issomuchexpense,
workandplanning that if you retired
in the firstcoupleofdaysyou’d
probablycryuntilChristmas!But
that’sonlyasmallpartof it and I’d
highly recommend it toanyone.”

Hehadanother
carrunning
“My2015car,which Isold to
StewartReid inAustralia, finished
second in thehistoricevent, so
thePRformybusinesshasbeen
massive. I knewStewartwasgoing
tobeaproblemand it isavery
toughevent.Ontheday Imadea
mistakeanddroppedtime Iwas
completelydrainedand Iwas
sleepingbetweenstages.”

Itwasabigteameffort
“You’reon theothersideof the
worldand Iguess it feels like
winning theWorldChampionship.
Theguyshadallputsomuchwork
into it.Youneeda lotofbits tomake
itwork.Youneedtohaveavery
freshnewcarandaco-driver like
IestynWilliamswho isswitched
on forall thebuildup to theevent.
Luckilyenough forus, thatweekwe
hadthebest jigsawandwewon.”

Photos: Paul Lawrenc

HSCC hopes to
maintain good grids

Dutch crew won
Rally of the Incas

Bianchi will field his S2000

Hopkins will see Midnight
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New challenger launched in UAE

Meeke hopes C3 will
allow for a title challenge

DAN ROOKE: YOUNGEST BRITISH RALLYCROSS CHAMPION PAGE 28

RALLY NEWS

MACHINE UNVEILED
By David Evans

Citroenwill field threecars for
theseason-openingMonteCarlo
Rally,withCraigBreenstarting in
aDS3WRCalongside thenewly
launchedC3WRCsofKrisMeeke
andStephaneLefebvre.

The Waterford driver is expected to
get his first taste of the C3 at round
two in Sweden, where he has more
experience than Lefebvre. Breen
and Lefebvre are expected to have
a C3 each in time for Rally Portugal
in May. Khalid Al-Qassimi will
make his first start in a C3 WRC
later in the year.

Citroen’s official return to the
World Rally Championship was
launched in Abu Dhabi last week.
The choice of venue reflects the
continued partnership between the
Citroen team and the UAE capital.

Talking to MN, Meeke admitted he
was ready to realise his lifetime
ambition of fighting for the title.

“All my life I have waited and
wanted the chance to have a shot at
the world championship,” he said.
“And now that feels so real. We’ve
been away quietly doing our testing
and our own development, but now
it’s here and we’re on the road now
the car’s been launched. I’m ready.”

Breen said he was happy with his
slightly lower profile arrival in the
series, using a 2016 World Rally Car.

“That’s perfect for me,” he said.
“Monte’s one heck of a challenge. I’m
happy to be going there to get some
experience and some mileage.

“Like Kris said, this is the
realisation of a dream. Honestly,
it’s incredible to be working with a
brand like Citroen – a real honour.”

Team principal Yves Matton laid
out the team’s ambitions at the
launch, saying: “In 2017, we want
to win races in normal conditions,
by beating our competitors.

“And then in 2018, our goal is to

bring home at least one of the
world titles.”

The Belgian admitted there
would be pressure on the team after
its season-long official sabbatical.

He added: “When I read certain
comments, I note that a lot of people
are expecting the C3 WRC to be fast
right from the word go. We certainly
have pressure on our shoulders.

“The team is perhaps not as well-
established in this environment as
before and we’ll need some time to
settle back in.

“We won’t be getting carried away.
We’ll treat this challenge with the
respect it deserves.”

Kris Meeke’s new mount to attack world title

Photos: CitroenRacing

Citroen C3WRC
Engine: 1600cc turbo
Bore/stroke: 84x72mm
Power: 380bhp @6000rpm
Torque: 400 Nm @4500rpm
Gearbox: Six-speed sequential hydraulic shift
Differentials: active centre, mechanical front
and rear
Clutch: cerametallic twin-disc
Suspension: MacPherson struts
Brakes: 300mm/370mm discs, four-piston
calipers (gravel/asphalt)
Steering: hydraulic rack and pinion
Wheels: 7x15-inch/8x18-inch (gravel/asphalt)
Length: 4128mm Width: 1875mm
Wheelbase: 2540mm Weight: 1190kg

Ogier completes first full test since confirming M-Sport deal with two days in Sweden

Sebastien Ogier began his career 
as an M-Sport World Rally Team 
driver just before Christmas, 
testing the Ford Fiesta WRC 
for two days in Sweden.

The Frenchman completed 
close to 300 miles at the 
test based near Are. 

Ogier and co-driver Julien 
Ingrassia departed for holiday 
straight after the test and will 
return to the car in the second 
week of  January, when they 

will drive for two days in the 
French Alps ahead of  the 
Monte Carlo Rally.

Team principal Malcolm Wilson 
said: “Everything went well with 
the first test, there really wasn’t 
a lot to report. Sebastien raised a 
couple of  small things which we 
can easily sort, but we’re very 
happy. As you can imagine, there’s 
a fantastic feeling in the team 
right now and that goes right 
through the whole staff  at 

M-Sport – it’s had such a positive 
effect across the board. 

“I’ve already seen some of  the 
documentation and dealings with 
Julien [Ingrassia, co-driver] and 
with Seb and they are very, very 
professional. Like I said before, 
it’s now no surprise that they 
are four-time champions. They’re 
very focused on the job and 
looking to get themselves in 
the best position possible to 
take a fifth straight title.” 

Wilson is confident two days 
of  running will be enough for 
the defending champion to 
dial himself  into the Fiesta 
ahead of  the Monte.

“We’ve done a lot of  testing 
on asphalt and we’re confident 
in the car’s performance,” 
said Wilson. “If  you look at 
how quickly he’s adapted to 
the car, I really don’t see it being 
a problem for him. I have no 
concerns about that at all.”
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TECH SPEC

Thumbs up from world champion after Fiesta run



SebastienLoebwillstart
nextweek’sDakarwitha
shadowfollowinghim
closely–theshadowof Peugeot
team-mateand12-timewinner
StephanePeterhansel.

TheDakar’smostsuccessful
competitoreverhaspledged
tohelpnine-timeWorldRally
championLoebwininSouth
Americaatjusthissecond
attemptnextmonth.

“LoebcanwinDakar,”
PeterhanseltoldMotorsport
News.“He’sprobablythebest
driverintheworld,hecanlearn
veryquickly.Hemadesome
mistakesonhisfirstDakar,
butheisreallyintelligent
andhewon’tmakethesame
mistakesagain.”

Loeb’spaceintheearly
stagesof the2016Dakarwas
exceptional,withthemarathon
rallyrookierunningoff intoan
earlylead.Hishopesof victory
werelostwhenhecrashedhis
Peugeot2008DKR.

Peterhanseladded:“Weknow
thatSebastienisthefutureof
PeugeotintheDakar.Wewill
trytohelphim,Icandrivelike
ashadowforhiminthefuture
–Idon’tmindnowI’vereached
mytargetof 12wins.”

Loebadmittedhissecond
Dakarwouldbeslightly
easier,withtheexperienceof
September’sSilkWayRally
underhisbelt.Loebhadbeen
incontentionforvictoryonthe
Moscow-Beijingeventuntil
anavigationalerrorfrom
co-driverDanielElenacost

X-raidteamprincipalSven
Quandt has called on Dakar 
organisers to make clear 
their long-term intentions 
for technical regulations.

Quandt’s squad prepares the 
official Minis which have won 
four of  the last five Dakars, 
but he has grown increasingly 
disillusioned with the 
regulations governing the 
South American event. 

While running its current 
Dakar programme, X-raid has 
been developing a two-wheel-

drivebuggyinparallel,witha
view to changing the Mini’s 
configuration in the future.

Quandt said: “For two years, 
we have been working on the 
two-wheel-drive car and it’s a 
nightmare to know which way 
to go. We need more consistency. 
If  Peugeot is winning Dakar 
again next year, then the 
two-wheel-drive cars could be 
penalised with the balance of  
performance and suddenly four-
wheel drive is the right answer.

“We need to make some 

directionfromtheFIAabout
the regulations, for sure it’s 
costing too much for us to be 
developing two different cars.”

Quandt added that the 
favourites were decided as soon 
as the route for the January 2-14 
rally was written. With less 
WRC-style roads this season, it 
appears Peugeot’s four-strong 
team of  two-wheel-drive 3008 
DKRs will be stronger. 

He added: “The organisers 
of  the Dakar can decide who is 
winning their race. If  they 

includelotsof bumpsand
straights in the route then, sorry, 
a four-wheel-drive car cannot 
win. The two-wheel-drive cars 
have less resistance in the 
drivetrain and they have more 
suspension travel to cope with 
the bumps. I told the FIA, we 
need just five centimetres more 
suspension travel and we can 
compete with the two-wheel-
drive cars, but they will not give 
it to us – they say this will make 
the cars too fast. But aren’t the 
two-wheel-drive cars too fast?”

LOEB READY TO TAKE A
STEP FORWARD ON DAKAR

‘Furuseth secures 
2017 BRC deal’
Adam being readied, p14
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GROUP RALLYING EDITOR

DAVID
EVANS
“Haill is a 
fantastic serv
to rallying”

T
he new dawn’s coming; cars are 
being launched and tested from 
the bottom of the French Alps to 
the top of the Arctic Circle. 2017 
can wait until next week. 

For the last words of this year, I’m 
going to turn to a man who is retiring from our sport 
after more years than he would probably care to 
remember: Andrew Haill.

I must admit I was slightly disappointed in the 
MSA’s press release last month, which detailed a 
2017 sabbatical for the MSA Asphalt Rally 
Championship “following the retirement of long-
time championship coordinator Andrew Haill.”

The communication was, I felt, a little light on 
gratitude for a man who’d put more than two 
decades into a series.

When I joined MN as assistant rallies editor, I was 
left in no doubt about the importance of the EARS/
Motoring News Tarmac Rally Championship.  

Had there been any doubt, a call from Haill on my 
first morning in Standard House soon put me right. 

From 1997 until 2000, I covered national rallying, 
spending on average 35 weekends of the year 
following the exploits of Britain’s best and happiest 
of amateurs. About 10 of those weekends were 
spent in the company of AKH.

But it wasn’t just Andrew in those days, there was 
the quintet including Ron Jackson and George 
Brown, who timed the events, series scrutineer 
Colin Salkeld and photographer Chris Miles-
Williams. I was taken under their collective wing 
and shown the highlife from a season which started 
from the Britannia Hotel, Newcastle Airport and 
headed south via numerous trips over Epynt and 
a dash across the water to Wexford, to the Hendra 
Caravan Park in Newquay. 

There was rarely a dull moment. And even if 
reporting on three John Price title wins from four 
(he only lost the fourth to Chris Wood on countback 
in 1999) might have been a touch mundane, it at 
least prepared for me dealing with single driver 
domination ahead of my move to the world 
championship…

A particular highlight of my time with Andrew and 
co. came in 1999, by which time the series was 
known as the Safety Devices National Macadam 
Championship. For a couple of years, we’d been 
pondering Belgium and its obvious asphalt delights, 
so there was significant excitement when the 
Elckerlyck Rallysprint was listed on the calendar.

A trip to Eckers-like was planned and the six of 
us couldn’t have looked more out of place: 
Belgium wasn’t Brecon. And what had they put 
on their chips?

As ever, Andrew kept his drivers in order brilliantly, 
but at one point came face-to-face with a Flemish-
speaking official. Andrew let him finish his 
inordinately long question before smiling with a 
one-word answer/statement.

“English!”
Clearly, that was the answer said official was 

looking for. He didn’t trouble us further. 
I will always look back on my time with Andrew and 

the boys with an enormous fondness and would like 
to take this opportunity to thank AKH for all the help 
he gave me in my early career. 

Loeb experienced
the event in 2016

French master wants more

X-raid team boss Sven Quandt asks for clarity over regulations for the longer term

them dearly towards the end 
of  the 16-day competition.

“I have one year of  
experience,” Loeb told MN. 
“This is more than I had last 
year, but it’s not the same as the 
20 years’ experience some of  
my rivals have. I am confident 
we have made a good job of  our 
preparations and it’s the same 
for the team, for Daniel [Elena] 
and for the car. For sure, the 
motivation is here.

“Can I win? I hope I can, but 
it’s still very complicated; 
when you start this race you 
still have two weeks to go to the 
finish, that’s a long time and a 
long way. It’s really important 
for me to be able to find the right 
sort of  rhythm for the roads we 
are driving. In the first week on 
this year’s Dakar, I was able to 
go quickly and make good 
times, but then I was caught 
out: I made a mistake by going 
too fast in a difficult section 
and I crashed.”

While Loeb focuses on his 
driving, he admits it’s taking 
time to come to terms with the 

bigger role Elena plays in 
the car.

“It’s a real partnership in the 
car now,” he said. “It’s 50:50 
and I must trust what he says. 
Sometimes it can be frustrating 
when you have put in a lot of  
effort and you feel like you have 
driven a good stage only to come 
to the end and you have dropped 
10 minutes because you got 
lost in one junction.”

Loeb admitted he wasn’t a 
big fan of  Dakar’s emphasis
on navigation.

“I hope it will not be decided 
like this [on navigational 
errors],” he said. “I hope the 
speed and the performance 
from the car and the crew have 
some value in the final results. 
If  they don’t then I don’t find 
it so interesting.”

Having enjoyed roads 
more akin to the World Rally 
Championship than Dakar 
last season, Loeb admitted he 
was expecting a tougher test 
next week.

“I don’t know so much about 
the route,” he said. “But I think 

we know we are not likely to 
have so many WRC roads this 
time. That will be better for 
some of  the guys who have 
more Dakar experience and it 
means there might be more 
navigation.”

While Peterhansel talks 
of  helping Loeb to victory, 
the Alsatian star still lists 
the 12-time winner among
his rivals.

“It’s all of  my team-mates 
who can be strong,” said Loeb. 
“We know about Stephane and 
Carlos [Sainz], both of  these 
guys have won Dakar before. 
And now there’s Cyril [Despres]
as well. His [Silk Way] win has 
shown he can go fast and he has 
good experience of  competition 
on the event.

“As well as that, I think we 
have to watch for Nasser 
[Al-Attiyah]. With him in the 
Toyota I think it can be a threat, 
especially because they have 
more power with a big restrictor 
for their [petrol] engine and a 
smaller one for our [diesel] 
engine. As for the Minis, I don’t 
know. I know they have a new 
car, but I don’t know – it’s all 
been quite quiet from them.”

Starting from Asuncion on 
January 2, the crews depart 
Paraguay on a 12-stage, 13-day 
marathon comprising 5,500 
competitive miles. The rest day 
on Sunday January 8 sits at 4,000 
metres in Bolivia, the world’s 
highest capital city. The ninth 
South American Dakar finishes 
in Buenos Aires on January 14.Peugeot has developed its new machine for 2017 challenge

DAKAR RALLY PREVIEW



Duggan’s Adam (r) will
be repaired in Norway

EKSTROM MADE THE MOST OF EARLY TESTING: WORLD RX REVIEW PAGE 24
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ByJackBenyon

JuniorBritishRallyChampionship
runner-upSindreFurusethwill
upgradefromhisoutdatedRenault
TwingoR2toaVauxhallAdam
R2for2017,dovetailingJBRC
asphalt roundswith theJunior
EuropeanRallyChampionship.

TheNorwegianimpressedintheBRC
lastyear,presentingaregularchallenge
toeventualchampionRobDugganon

gravelrounds,beforefrontrunningon
hisfirstattemptsatasphaltrallying.

FurusethwillrenttheAdamR2from
VauxhallBritishRallyteambossSimon
Mauger.It’sthecarDuggancrashed
onWalesRallyGBinOctober.

“It’squitebadlydamagedbutmy
guysinNorwaydon’tthinkit’stoo
badandthey’llhelpmebuilditup
again,”saidFuruseth.

“We’llrunitasanOpelon
selectinternationalralliesin

Europe,probablysomeJuniorERC
[EuropeanRallyChampionship]
roundsandthenwe’llcomebackto
theUKfortheTarmacralliesand
runitasaVauxhallthere.

“IntheERCwe’lldoLatviaand
we’llprobablydoPolandaswell
whichisaTarmacrally.”

ItwasthoughttheNorwegiandriver
wouldn’treturntotheBRCthisyear,
butachancetodevelopfurtheron
asphaltwascentraltohisplans.Hewill

competeinYpres,andontheUlsterand
Isleof Man,althoughhisparticipation
inthelatterisdependantonbudget.

“Thegoalnextyearistowinevery
rallyweattemptasweknowwehavea
greatpackagenowongraveland
Tarmac,andacompetitivecar,”said
Furuseth.“If wedon’twintheTarmac
ralliesintheBRCnextyearthenthe
otherdriversarebetter,it’sthatsimple.

“WegotagreatdealfromSimon,I
thinkhereallywantsustodrivea

VauxhallontheBRCrounds.AndI
thinkit’sabettercarthantheTwingo.
Thecarisgoodbuttohavetopresults
inEuropeIthinkweneededtoupgrade
fromtheTwingo.Ithinkwedid
everythingwecouldfortheTwingo
soit’stimeforanupgrade.”

Outof sixroundsin2016,Furuseth
onlyfinishedoff thepodiumonce,in
Carlisle,afterapuncture.Hewonthe
ScottishRally,oneof thetwoevents
Duggandidn’twin.

Josh Moffett will compete in the
European Rally Championship
next year after winning the Billy
Coleman Award earlier this month.

Moffett – British Rally Championship
winner on the Circuit of Ireland
this year – won £41,000 towards his
championship assault. The Irishman is
aiming to win the new prize for drivers
in R5 cars under 28 years old in the ERC

Junior category. The winner will
receive a drive in a World Rally

Car on a European round of
the WRC in 2018.

“We’re planning on doing the
European championship next year,”
Moffett said. “We’re going to start
and see how we get on and see how
the budget is. It all depends on how
we’re getting on and if we can have
a good stab at it.

“We’ve done a few of the rounds
before. They’re very good rallies and
it’s a good championship to do. There’s
also a new junior class for R5 cars,
for drivers under 28, that’s made it
interesting for us. We’re hoping for a
good shot at that, to see if we can win it.”

The move will mean Moffett is
unlikely to compete in the BRC at
all next year, and will only compete
on select Irish Tarmac rounds.

“For logistical reasons it’s difficult
to do everything,” he added. “We’re
probably going to give the BRC a pass
this year and we’ll do whatever Irish
Tarmac rounds we can.”

Josh Moffett heading to European Rally Championship

RALLY NEWS

Three-time British
rally champion
Keith Cronin (l) and
navigator Mikie
Galvin (r) have won
the inaugural FIA
CelticTrophy.Run
over five events in the
UK and Ireland, the
duo took maximum
scores on two rounds
to head Sam Moffett to
the title.Class winners
included David Guest
and navigator Paddy
Robinson (Group N)
and Callum Devine/
Keith Moriarty
(two-wheel drive).

Furuseth (l) agrees deal with Simon Mauger (r)

The Twingo was taken to the limit in 2016 JBRC

Moffett: Billy Coleman award win at fourth try

BRC returns to terrestrial TV coverage with Channel 4 for second season

The British Rally Championship 
has secured terrestrial television 
for its second season continuing 
with Channel 4.

The BRC returned after a one-year 
hiatus this year with coverage on 
C4 and BT Sport. The championship 
hasn’t confirmed whether it 
will continue with BT Sport but 
is looking at other options. 

Hayfisher will continue to produce 
the programmes. 

“We are delighted that the series 

has been well received in an 
encouraging first year and that 
has enabled us to extend our 
relationship with Channel 4,” said 
BRC managing director Ben Taylor. 
“We have some exciting plans to 
develop the programme and build 
on the strong content that Hayfisher 
produced in 2016 to ensure that we 
reach wider audiences.”

Richard Hayfisher of  Hayfisher 
Productions added: “Hayfisher 
Productions is delighted to once 

again be producing BRC shows 
for Channel 4.

“Rallying in Britain continues 
to grow and we look forward to 
working with everyone again to 
grow the series further and bring 
the action to Channel 4 in 2017.”   

The decision on who will present 
the programme/programmes next 
year is still to be decided. MN’s WRC 
columnist Colin Clark presented 
this year’s coverage and is likely to 
return to the fold. 
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NorwegiandriverwillreturntoBRCforasphaltrounds
FURUSETH GETS AN ADAM



TheMSAEnglishRally
Championshiphasbeen
overhauledtoincludegravel
andasphaltralliesaswellas
four-wheel-drivecarsand
overtwo-litremachinesfor
thefirst time.

Thechampionshiphas
runinitscurrentguise,with
carsundertwo-litreand
two-wheeldriveonly,since
2005.Butdespiteopeningthe
championshipupitremains
classstructured.

Thetwo-wheel-drivecars
remaininwithachanceof
clinchingtheseriesnextyear.

“We’restillaclass-based
championship,”saidBTRDA
chairmanHowardWilcock.
“It [thechampionship]won’t
automaticallygotoafour-
wheel-drivecar. Itcouldgoto
anyclass,1400cc,1600cc,atwo-
litre. Itwastotryandopenitup
tomorepeopleandwealsodid
asurveyof competitorsand
thisiswhattheyaskedfor.We
hopeitwillprovepopular.”

Theseriesaddstheasphalt-
basedTynesideStages,
NickyGristAsphaltStages
andDukeriesRallytothe
championship. Indoingso,
thechampionshipbecomesthe

MSA ENGLISH SERIES
TO FOUR-WHEEL DRIVE

‘Toyota reveal new 
WRC challenger’
The Yaris WRC unwrapped, p20

Advertising enquiries: 0208 267 5865 motorsport-news.co.uk DECEMBER 28 2016 15

Photos: chasingthecars.com

Meadows to BTRDA for senior rally debut

TommiMeadowswillstep
upfromtheJuniorFormula
1000Championshiptothe
BTRDAin2017.

Meadows–whowontheUK
YoungRallyDriverof the
YearAwardattheWorldExpo
earlierthisyear–hasbeen
buildinga1400S-specFord
Kafortwoyears,andplans
todebutitontheMalcolm
Wilsonnextyear.

“MytimeintheJuniorshas
beenvaluablebutI’mready
foranewchallenge,”hesaid.
“Ilikethecircuits,butIthink
mydrivingstylewillsuitthe
forests.Iturn17inFebruaryso
I’llhaveamonthtopassbefore
theMalcolmWilson.

“We’lldotherestof the
BTRDAandmaybeafew
asphaltrallies,onesI’vedone
beforeliketheSolwayCoast.”

Thecarhasbeenbuiltalong
withAFrameEngineering
fromabarebodyshellahead AGREE/DISAGREE?

mn.letters@haymarket.com

GROUP NATIONAL EDITOR

JACK 
BEN
“The UK is dy
for new singl
make series”

T
here’s been lots of positive 
news to offset the negative 
news in rallying’s off season.

It all starts at the top of the 
tree and Sebastien Ogier 
joining M-Sport will hopefully 

breathe new life into rallying in the country, 
encouraging non-specialist media to pay more 
attention and more people to give rallying a go. 

We’ve also had news of the M-Sport 
one-make series in Ireland for M-Sport’s new 
Ford Fiesta R2 National, with another UK-based 
series in the offing in the coming months. 

I think those are a good idea. A homologated 
single-make car which can be upgraded to 
R2 specification, and allows juniors to go 
and learn – pacenotes especially – before 
jumping into the ultra-competitive Junior 
British Rally Championship is very worthy.

But for me, there’s still a gap. There is a gap 
for a through the floor budget single-make 
championship. It should be something you can 
complete a year in for less than £15,000.

There are championships out there that do 
that sort of thing, and by no means am I 
criticising those. For example, I got a chance to 
compete in the Fiesta ST Trophy earlier this year, 
a one-make series for the Ford Fiesta STs. 

While the ST Trophy is almost undoubtedly the 
best single-make gravel-based championship 
in the country after just one season, it does 
have two minor downsides. 

The championship is dominated by the 
M-Sport-built Fiesta, but a ‘clubman’ spec car 
has also been built by rallyme and drafted into 
the regulations. However, that car isn’t currently 
as competitive as the M-Sport car (especially 
when driven by me) and although the car is 
relatively bulletproof and a lot of fun, it’s not 
quite at the M-Sport car’s level due to a trade 
off between quality and cost. 

The other minor problem with the ST Trophy is 
the gravel-based calendar. While many of the 
drivers entering the Trophy come from the 
asphalt-based Junior 1000 Championship, 
Juniors still need to be competing on ‘proper’ 
senior asphalt rallies where they can write 
their own notes.

Another championship currently competing 
is the GwynneSpeed Challenge, which is 
massively underrated as a place to go and learn 
your craft. While the championship is mixed 
surface, for youngsters wanting to learn how 
to write notes, the series lacks here as all the 
events are done on organiser’s notes. 

So, while none of the above is assassination 
of the two championships mentioned – as I 
happen to rate them both extremely highly – 
I still feel there’s a hole for another 
championship for drivers aspiring to 
national and international level. 

Something of a half-way house between 
the ST Trophy and the GwynneSpeed 
Challenge. A half-way house offering parity 
of cars, a mix of asphalt and gravel on larger 
National B events. 

It’s the next step in providing a pool of talented 
youngsters a defined route to the newly 
re-established British Championship.

Sam Bilham
won in 2016

IN THE SERVICE 
PARK WITH…
DARREN 
GARROD
Age: 37 From: Abersoch
Co-driver extraordinaire 
competing worldwide

Garrod (l) with L’Estage

He is Canadian champ
“This year has been a good year 
as I’ve been competing in Canada 
with Subaru Rally Team Canada 
with the now nine-times CRC 
winner Antoine L’Estage. This year 
we won the manufacturers’, drivers’ 
and co-drivers’ championship. In 
China I co-drove for three-time 
BRC winner Mark Higgins in the 
Subaru Rally Team China but we 
have only done two events this year. 
We did get to compete on the final 
round of the BRC in the DMACK 
[Ford] Fiesta R5. I have also done a 
couple of home events with my 
friend Robert Swann in his Subaru 
Impreza WRC S12B.”

The events are a mix
“Rallying in Canada is a real mix. 
Some events you expect snow 
and get hot and dusty gravel, and 
some events you get snow when 
you were hoping for dry loose. It’s 
always different. The championship 
starts in February in Quebec – 
which is usually icy – and returns 
to Quebec in June. Then it’s 
Vancouver, back to Quebec, 
the Rocky Mountains, the 
eastern-based Rally of the Tall 
Pines and finally back to the 
Rocky Mountains. We had a 
mechanical failure on round one. 
Round two we won, round three 
we rolled out of the lead and round 
four we had another mechanical 
failure. But we then won all the 
remaining rounds.”

The food is different 
in China
“Rallying in China is also some 
experience. Mostly due to the 
complete different culture and the 
food! This year we have ex-Subaru 
factory driver Chris Atkinson in a 
Prodrive-built VW Golf, Manfred 
Stohl in a Citroen R5, Jari Ketomaa 
is in a Beijing Motors car [BAIC 
Senova G50]. Mark [Higgins] 
and I are in the Subaru that’s 
been built by Vermont Sports 
Cars USA who David Higgins 
drives for. In China we rally on hot 
asphalt roads in the South to the 
frozen lakes of North China 
and the hot Gobi desert that 
borders Mongolia but we do
 use WRC studs on the 
snow-Ice events there.”

Bikes were the 
beginning 
“My interest in motorsports 
comes from my dad who was a 
motorcycle speedway rider back 
in the late 1960s and early ’70s. 
I’m the first in the family to turn 
into cars and my mother used 
to take me out of school to go 
and watch the RAC Rally in 
Penmachno in the early ’90s! 
My first ever rally was my local 
road rally back in 1998 with a 
friend in an Austin Metro. I finished 
in last place with all my mistakes.”

only one in the BTRDA with 
asphalt next year. 

The MSA Asphalt 
Championship folded last 
month with a year’s hiatus in 
the offing, while the BTRDA 
Challenge won’t run this year.
It was introduced in 2015 
and used many of  the MSA 
Asphalt rounds. 

“The asphalt championship 
isn’t running next year, so 
we’re not running the BTRDA 
Challenge either because that 
depended on those events,” 
added Wilcock. “In doing 
this [changing the MSA 
English Championship rules], 
we were still trying to have 
a championship with an 
element of  asphalt in it. It is 

still the English championship 
and most of  the events are 
still in England.”

The addition of  the Dukeries 
Rally – a single-venue event 
held at Donington Park race 
track – makes it the first 
event of  its kind to feature 
in the BTRDA.

“Although it’s a single-venue 
rally, it’s a type of  rally that 
happens in England. We 
thought the inclusion of  that 
gives you a different element. 
It’s a summer event which 
will give you a place to bring 
sponsors and family. It’s a 
bit of  variety. It’s still best 
six scores count in the 
championship so you don’t 
have to do every event.”

CALENDAR

MSA English Rally Championship

RALLY DATE WHERE SURFACE
Somerset Stages  April 8  West Somerset  Gravel
Carlisle Stages Rally  June 10  Kielder Forest  Gravel
Nicky Grist Stages  July 8  Mid Wales Forests  Gravel
Nicky Grist Asphalt Stages  July 9  Epynt Ranges  Asphalt
Tyneside Stages  Aug 6  Otterburn Ranges  Asphalt
Dukeries Rally  Aug 20  Donington Park Asphalt
Woodpecker Stages  Sept 2 Shropshire  Gravel
Trackrod Forest Rally  Sept 30 North Yorkshire  Gravel

of Meadow’sdebutcampaign
atseniorlevel.

“Weweregoingtogo1400C
butthesuspensionwasn’tas
strong[standardsuspensionis
requiredbyregulations].With
theseedingwewantedtobuild
thestrongestcarwecould.
Wewantedtogettheproper
suspensiononitandmake
surewe’dbefinishingallthe
ralliesif wecan.

“Theenginecomparedtothe
othersisn’tveryspecial.It’ll
have150bhpwhichisstillalot
morethantheMicra.”

ROAD RALLY ROUND-UP
Stefan Taylor took victory on 
Chelmsford MC’s famously 
challenging Preston road rally 
event, with twice previous winner 
Adrian Gladwin navigating their 
Proton Coupe.

The winners didn’t have it their 
own way as they suffered severe 
visibility problems on section four, 
‘Kentford’, one of the very few wet 
and muddy parts of the route.

Owen Turner and Rob Henchoz 
received a large penalty at Ingham 
and scored a puncture relegating 
them to third, behind Paul Sharp 
and Paul Barrett.
Results
Organiser: Chelmsford Motor Club When: 
December 3/4 Where: Writtle, Chelmsford 
Championships: None Route: 180 miles 
Starters: 57.
1 Stefan Taylor/Adrian Gladwin (Proton Coupe) 
14m32s; 2 Paul Sharp/Paul Barrett (Rover 25) 
+3m12s; 3 Owen Turner/Rob Henchoz (MG 
ZR); 4 Keith Lane/Martin Lane (Ford Ka); 
5 Richard Oxley/Andrew Lowe (Proton Satria); 
6 Paul Boxall/Matt Beebe (ZR 105); 7 Rob 
Kitchen/Ed Rutherford (ZR); 8 Craig 
Bellworthy/David Smalley (Ford Puma); 
9 Ed Scott/Ben Scott (Satria); 10 Lee 
Burgess/Simon Walsh (Peugeot 205 GTi).

Meadows is building a Ka
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JASON PRITCHARD WITH CO DRIVER PHIL CARKE
WON 2016 MINTEX MSA BRITISH CHAMPIONSHIP 

HISTORIC RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 

MEIRION EVANS AND CO-DRIVER IESTYN WILLIAMS
WON THE HISTORIC TROPHY AT THE NEW ZEALAND 

SILVER FERN RALLY.

FRANCOIS FOULON AND CO DRIVER MATTEI
SÉBASTIEN ARE THE 2016 FRENCH TARMAC VHC 

CHAMPIONS

NEIL WILLIAMS AND HIS CO DRIVER PETER JAMES
ARE THE 2016 WELSH HISTORIC RALLY CHAMPIONS

RYAN BARRETT AND CO-DRIVER PAUL MCCANN WON 
THE 2016 KILLARNEY HISTORIC STAGES RALLY

SHERWOOD ENGINES WOULD LIKE TO WISH ALL OF OUR CUSTOMERS A 
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR!

DRIVERS SEAN BROWN AND DANIEL BROWN WON
2016 HISTORIC SPORTSCAR RACING SPRINT SERIES 

AND VINTAGE ENDURO CHAMPIONS, USA
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July 2 1967 was a
landmark day for
motor racing as
Formula Ford made its
debut at Brands Hatch.
The inaugural race

drew a 20-car field and was won
by Ray Allen in a Lotus 51.
In fact, most of the cars were
Lotus 51s, prepared by the local
racing school Motor Racing
Stables, powered initially by
1500cc Ford engines.

Dueonthegridthatdaywasa
youngRichardMallockina
front-enginedchassisfromthe
familymarque,buthewentoff
atDruidsonthewarming-uplap
andmaywell, therefore,bethe
firstpersontohavecrasheda
FormulaFord.

BrandsHatchbossand
FormulaFordcreatorJohnWebb’s
promotionalconceptof acomplete
car,readytorace,forlessthan£1000
ensuredthattheclassreallytookoff
asthe1600ccKentenginepropelled
FormulaFordtounimaginedlevels
of competitionacrosstheworld.
Theracing,overthenextfive
decades,hasbeenconsistently
epicandmanyreputationshave
beenmadeintheclass.

Itisthecarsfromthefirstfive
seasons,uptotheendof 1971,
thatpopulatetheHSCC’sHistoric
FormulaFordChampionship.The

firstretroclassforFormulaFordwas
theonce-successfulPre’74category,
butnothinghasblossomedoverthe
lasttwodecadesliketheHistoric
division,withacut-off datedesigned
tokeepoutthemoreadvanced
chassisfromthemid-1970s.

Thestoryof thehistoricseries
goesbacktotheearly1990sanda
recognitionthatanaffordable
historicsingle-seatercategorywas
needed.FormulaFordfittedthebill
andformerracecartraderand
seasonedracerChrisAlfordwas
pivotaltogettingtheideaoff the
groundwithintheHSCC.

Initially,thecategoryranasaseries
of racesbutby1995ithadearned
itsstripesandLotus61racerBryan
Haywardwasthefirstchampion.
Theconceptremainsawinner,
relyingonsimplespaceframe
chassis,thebomb-proof Kentengine
anddurableandeffectivecontrol
Avontyres.Thesearecarsthat
averagepeoplecanaffordtoown
andrunand,despitetherunaway
popularityof theclass,thecars
arestillaffordableatatimewhen
thevaluesof otherhistoric
single-seaterscontinuetoclimb.

Arace-readycarstartsfromaround
£20,000,thoughtopcarscannudge
uptowards£30,000,whileaseason’s
runningcostforthecompetent
amateur,includingsometesting,
comesinataround£7000.

Stars such as Tiff Needell have been tempted back to Formula Ford

BETTER THAN
EVER AT

Regular racer Chris Sharples 
reckons that the category is just as 
affordable today as it was 50 years 
ago. “The original £1000 price for a 
car compared with a list price of  a 
Ford Anglia of  £600. Take a current 
price of  £20,000 for a Formula Ford 
and compare it to today’s £14,000 for 
a Ford Fiesta and the ratios are very 
similar,” says Sharples. “But today 
your race car won’t depreciate 
and whereas back then you would 
regularly throw away the tyres, 
nowadays the Avons give a 
very full life.”

While the bang for buck ratio is as 
good as anything in historic racing, 
series prime mover and Merlyn 
racer Andrew Mansell says that 
the success of  the category has a lot 

todowithwhathappensoff the
track. This is one of  the most sociable 
championships of  all, with a lot 
of  effort put into bringing drivers 
together over race weekends.

“The championship maintains a 
strong social side with hospitality 
and regular dinners in the paddock 
with a focus on inclusion of  partners, 
family and friends,” says Mansell. 
“We are a group of  friends both on 
and off  the circuit and you will get 
help to solve your problems.” 

It is clear that drivers who have 
shared a laugh the night before are 
less likely to drive into each other 
in the races.

Mansell believes that Historic 
Formula Ford is the cheapest 
genuine historic high-profile 
single-seater championship in 
the UK: “The value of  cars is 
maintained and they are simple 
to prepare and maintain, which 
requires a basic level of  knowledge 
and a simple tool kit.”

With well-defined regulations and 
consistent scrutineering, the class 
offers a very level playing field and 
the quality of  racing is consistently 
outstanding. “This is racing without 
any of  the driving aids or aero, 
relying on driver skill and racecraft,” 
says Mansell. “We have close and 
exciting racing all the way through 
the field and everyone on the grid 
can expect a real race. Although the 

cultureinHistoricFormulaFord 
is very competitive, the level of  
aggression that is often a part of  
modern racing has no place with us.” 

At the front of  the pack, there have 
been many epic wheel-to-wheel 
battles, yet very few tangles. There is 
camaraderie among the top drivers 
and racers like category champions 
Callum Grant, Sam Mitchell and 
Benn Simms along with key 
contenders Rob Wainwright and 
rising teenager Benn Tilley have 
banter and respect off  the track. 
Former multiple champions Neil 
Fowler and Nelson Rowe also drop 
in from time to time to keep the new 
crop on their toes. In fact, in 2017, as 
many as seven former champions, 
with 15 titles between them, are 
likely to be on the grid at some point.

The 2016 season was marked by 
huge grids, regularly requiring split 
races and concluded with a 50-car 
entry for the Silverstone finale. That 
could become the norm in 2017 as the 
50th anniversary celebrations kick 
in. Headline races include the 50th 
anniversary weekend at Brands 
Hatch and the Silverstone Classic. 

The signs are clear that the boom 
in Historic Formula Ford will run 
and run. For fun racing among 
like-minded individuals, it has 
few equals. The category may be 
50 years old but it clearly still has 
a great deal to offer. 

Photos: Paul Lawrence

Callum Grant 
topped title race

INSIGHT: HISTORIC FF1600

50
Historic Formula Ford 1600 has just enjoyed another epic season and now the class heads 
for its 50th anniversary season in 2017. Paul Lawrence looks at the explosion in interest.

CALENDAR
Historic Formula Ford
DATE VENUE
April 8 Donington Park
May 20/21 Silverstone GP
June 17/18 Cadwell Park
July 1/2 Brands Hatch GP
July 28-30 Silverstone GP
Aug 5/6 Croft
Aug 26-28 Oulton Park Intl
Sept 23 Snetterton
Oct 21/22 Silverstone National

Pre-1972 Formula Ford 1600s running to period 
regulations, using control Avon tyres and the 
1600cc Ford Kent engine.
More details: hscc.org.uk, historicff.co.uk

Packed grids, such as this at Cadwell, were a feature of the ’16 season There are plenty of cars available



INSIGHT:THE ROAD TO INDY

A
n Englishman, 
an Irishman 
and a Scotsman 
walk into a 
bar. But only 
because they 
raised it so high. 

In early December Formula 
Fordsters Ollie White, Niall Murray 
and Neil Maclennan headed to 
Laguna Seca in search of  the Holy 
Grail: a £160,000 prize towards a 
season in USF2000 courtesy of  the 
Mazda Road to Indy Shootout. 

And they really did set the bar high. 
The trio did a fantastic job of  matching 
up against 15 other drivers, all of  whom 
had won some sort of  championship 
in their domestic seasons, in 
contention for the massive prize. 

Irishman Niall Murray had a ticket 
courtesy of  winning pretty much 
everything in Formula Ford in the UK 

this year. The National Championship, 
Martin Donnelly Trophy, Formula Ford 
Festival and the Walter Hayes Trophy 
all went back to Ireland with the 
Bernard Dolan-run Van Diemen driver.

Ollie White was chosen as a wildcard 
from James Beckett’s SuperSeries, and 
Neil Maclennan swept all before him in 
the Scottish Championship. 
All three championships had joined 
Mazda’s new programme for 2016, 
sending their winner to compete for 
the prize in the all-new shootout.

It all spawns from Mazda’s backing 
of  young talent. The marque puts well 
over $4 million (£3.2 million, but it 
would have been more last year, thanks 
Brexit) into finding and nurturing 
the best young talent from all over the 
world. It doesn’t even get involved 
with the politics; Murray, White and 
Maclennan all came from Ford-
powered championships – Ford being 
a major competitor of  Mazda. It is 
committed to finding the best talent. 

“We want talent that can rise to the 
top,” says Kyle Kimball, manager of  
operations for Mazda Motorsports in 
North America. “That’s how we tell 
our story. Success comes when that 
person comes from the grassroots, from 
F1600, from Spec Miata [roadcar-based 

Mazda MX-5 championship], goes 
through all of  the steps and makes it 
to the IndyCar Series. We want the 
talent, whether it’s from the United 
States, Britain, Australia, that can 
come in and rise to the top.”

So with a set of  judges onboard – 
which included IndyCar race winner 
Scott Goodyear, IMSA SportsCar 
frontrunner Joel Miller and current 
IndyCar racer Spencer Pigot – the plot 
was set and the drivers assembled on 
the east coast of  the US in Monterey. 
And MN was along for the ride. 

The format was simple. Each driver 
got three sessions in a Mazda-powered 
car with a similar chassis to a Formula 
Ford 1600, built by Ray. Some of  the 
differences to the UK-powered Kent 
machine included flappy paddle 
gearbox instead of  a H-pattern, plus 
tyres with less grip and the obvious 
increase in power from the 1600 Kents.  

The judges were out on the Laguna 
Seca circuit watching for a host of  
things to set each driver apart, the 
tangible or intangibles that would 
result in the manufacturer parting 
with a hefty amount of  dosh come 
the end of  the two days. 

“The main thing we’re looking for is 
speed, consistency, and how the drivers 

learn the track and the car,” says Pigot, 
a graduate of  the Mazda Road to Indy 
ladder, through which Pro Mazda and 
Indy Lights titles helped him progress 
all the way to IndyCar. “Also, how 
they apply the feedback through the 
day. We’re looking at speed with 
consistency; are they dropping a 
wheel off, locking up and pushing 
too hard? The basic stuff. I think 
there’s a lot of  good guys out here 
who will make our decision tough.”

And the test was a tough one. Bear in 
mind, this is Mazda Raceway Laguna 
Seca. If  you haven’t driven round it on 
Gran Turismo so much that your eyes 
have bled, here’s the professional to run 
you through the challenges it offers.

“It’s such a unique and difficult 
track,” adds Pigot. “There’s elevation 
changes, hard braking zones, fast 
corners, blind corners, you get a bit of  
everything. To put a full lap together 
here really shows that you’re a very 
good driver. I’ve raced here one time 
and it was one of  the tougher tracks to 
get used to. I think it’s a perfect place 
to have a shootout like this.”

Murray, Maclennan and White 
all took time to properly adapt to the 
circuit, but the judges considered the 
fact that some of  the contenders hadn’t 

driven on the circuit before. Progression 
throughout the day was a vital part of  
impressing the powers that be. 

The opening day was a corker for 
Murray. Only Oliver Askew came close 
to matching or beating the Irishman’s 
times, and it looked like Murray’s 
trait of  sweeping all before him would 
continue with Trump-like domination 
of  the US too. But Askew was a 
formidable opponent. In just his 
fourth car race, he was shipped over 
to the Formula Ford Festival with the 
Team USA Scholarship this year and 
was a podium challenger before a 
puncture. In his fifth car race, his first 
in the wet, he was Murray’s closest 
challenger and finished second in 
the Walter Hayes Trophy. 

White was also a strong contender on 
the first day, if  a little off  Murray’s pace. 
But he’d done enough to make the final 
as the pace began to improve into the 
second morning. His lock-ups and 
overshoots became less and less as 
the consistency arrived just in time 
to catapult him into the final. 

As the youngest of  the group 
Maclennan had an exceptional attitude 
to the whole process, during which it 
would have been easy to become 
overawed. There was an air of  

F FORD
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In December, three drivers competing in the UK in 2016 headed to Laguna Seca for the

White (r) came close to prize

Askew won the big £160,000 prize
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Photos: Alison Merion - Ignite  Media

acceptability that reaching the 
final would be difficult, but the Scot 
improved each time out on the track. 
He’ll certainly be a frontrunner at the 
award next year should he make it back. 

“I’m absolutely delighted to be 
honest, the competition was really 
close, and really fair,” says Maclennan. 
“The six drivers they’ve picked are 
really quick. This isn’t the end for us, 
we’re happy.”

The final did include our Irish and 
English entrants. However, Murray,
by the end of  the two days, in his 
own words, was beaten by himself. 

He was a little out of  sorts in the 
morning, while White was trending 
upwards with his pace. And so it was 
proven in the next session. White took 
pole in the penultimate element of  
the shootout; a 20-minute qualifying 
session. Murray was out of  sorts and 
at the back of  the six finalists despite 
his form on the previous day. 

The last element of  the process was 
a 30-minute race. And it delivered just 
like the fans of  Formula Ford in the 
UK will know this sort of  racing can, 
but with improved Mazda power.

White got off  to a great start, but soon 
Askew was reeling him in. The two 
went wheel-to-wheel for two or three 

laps, much to the glee of  the judges. 
Jonathan Bomarito – Mazda sportscar 
driver – gave an excellent running 
commentary to the other judges over 
the radio. “Oh my gosh,” he gasped as 
the duo went through Turns 3 and 4. 
Watching at Turn 11 with Joel Miller, it 
was incredible to see the drivers setting 
each other up and tactically manoeuvring 
to defend or attack. It was a lesson in 
driving beyond the drivers’ years.

Askew got ahead, and the race was 
over. White’s day-two performance 
had brought him into the conversation 
for winning the award while Murray 
had gone backwards. It was a 
heartbreaking end to what has 
been a phenomenal season.

“Today for whatever reason – 
whether it was the tyres or something 
else – the time just wasn’t there,” 
Murray says. “In the race I squeezed 
every tenth out of  the car, I was 
very consistent in the car, but it wasn’t 
quick enough.”

And so, it was down to the winner. It 
was Askew, but that doesn’t tell you 
everything. He took it after an assured 
and consistent couple of  days in the car. 
He even credited racing in the UK in 
helping him win the award.

White had hoped to make the final as 

a pre-event target. But not winning 
still packed a hurtful punch. 

“I’m obviously disappointed not to 
win,” confirms White. “The problem 
is your expectations rise, as soon as I 
was in the final six I was thinking about 
winning it. It’s disappointing to miss out.

“It was an epic race with Oliver, we 
were wheel-to-wheel for two-or-three 
laps. We nearly made contact in a few 
places but we came out of  it unscathed. 

“When I started the weekend I was 
a bit off  the pace, but I chipped away at 
it and I’m proud of  my effort.” 

Askew walks away with $200,000 
towards his USF2000 campaign next 
year, and there’s more on the ladder 
Mazda supports in the sidebar (right). 

It’s no surprise drivers from all over 
the world are heading to compete in 
Mazda’s championships. Look at Pigot. 
He went from Pro Mazda to IndyCar 
with barely any personal cost. He may 
support Manchester United, but he’s a 
kind and approachable guy, lucky to 
have made it to where he is thanks to 
the process.

Keep your eye on America and the 
Road to Indy ladder. We’re likely to 
see many more of  our British and 
Irish talents heading out there in 
the future. 

The Mazda Road to Indy provides a clear
path from its entry slicks-and-wings
USF2000 series to IndyCar. It’s even
more impressive on Mazda’s part when
you consider it has no involvement
in IndyCar either as a team or engine
supplier. USF2000 boasts a new car
next year, which will increase costs from
teams, but the ladder is more attractive
in the sense that in 2018 USF2000
and Pro Mazda will share chassis.
So instead of buying a new chassis,
USF2000 will be able to be upgraded
to Pro Mazda. Here’s the Road to Indy
ladder from bottom

USF2000
(new car fo
Chassis: Tatuus US
(F3 safety spec)
Tyres: Cooper Tires
Engine: Mazda MZ
(sealed), four-cylind
Rounds: 14
Prize: $400,000
(£320,000) (step in
Pro Mazda)
2016 champion:
Anthony Martin

Pro Mazda
(New car in 2018,
same chassis)
Chassis: Elan Technologies
(changing to Tatuus USF-17 in 2018)
Tyres: Cooper Tires
Engine: Mazda Renesis rotary engine
(sealed), 260bhp
Tyres: Cooper Tyres
Rounds: 12
Prize: $790,000 (£632,000)
(step into Indy Lights)
2016 champion: Aaron Telitz

I dy Lights
hassis: Dallara
L-15
Tyres: Cooper Tires
Engine: Mazda
MZR-R two-litre turbo
(sealed), 450bhp

Rounds: 16
rize: $1,000,000
tep into IndyCar)
000)
hampion: Ed Jones

STARS AIM FOR
INAMERICA
      chance to win a big prize courtesy of Mazda. By Jack Benyon

THE MAZDA ROADTO INDY LADDER

oad to Indy poster boy 
Spencer Pigot

Maclennan learned from the experience

Murray (l) was disappointed 



Toyota Yaris will
be developed

T
here were
definitely times
when the
good people of
Puuppola must
have feared this
moment might

never actually happen. And it’s
probably worth confirming – for
those Toyota Gazoo Racing folk
who still haven’t had a moment
to catch up – the Yaris WRC has
been launched. It’s arrived.

Normallyalaunchbringsan
overwhelmingsenseof relief from
withinateam.They’vemadeit.

ShortlybeforeteamprincipalTommi
Makinenwasinvitedonstagetoreally
startproceedings,WRCLive’sBecs
Willliams–thehostforthelaunch–
goesthroughthegearsinherbuild-up,
culminatingwithalinewhichmust
havesentshiversdownthespinesof the
collectedwhiteshirtsabouttheplace.

“MonteCarlocan’tcomesoonenough
forthisteam,”shereasons.

Isuspectitcan.
Themoreexperiencedamongtheteam

hadlearnedtoavoidthebrightlights,
forfearof beingpicturedstanding,
staringliketheproverbialrabbit.

Toyota’slatestrecruitJari-Matti
Latvalawasthemostsuccinctinhis
appraisalof theteam’spreparations
forthe2017season.

“Wemadethiscarinsevenmonths,”
hesays.“Volkswagendiditinoneanda
half years.Weneedonemoreyearfor
thedevelopmentof theYaris.”

Latvalahadstudiouslyavoidedany
attempttolurehimintoanykindof
comparisonbetweenthecarhehadbeen
testingintheFrenchAlpsadaybefore
theHesinkilaunchwiththePolohe’d
beenpoundingaroundshortlybefore
WalesRallyGBinOctober.

Hesaidplentybysayingnothingatall.
Understandably,theworldwaslooking

forwardtonextseasonandtheprospect
of awinningreturnforToyota.Andwhy
not?ThelasttimetheJapanesegiant
returnedtofull-timerallyingin1998,
CarlosSainzstartedtheseasonwitha
wininMonteCarlo.TheCorollaWRC,
yoususpect,hadsignificantlymore
developmentthantheYaris.

Lookingbackatthefirm’ssporting
pedigreeandhistorymadeforasensible
tacticindeflectingsomeof thetrickier
questionsaboutnextseason.Beingone
of thesport’smorestudioussorts,
Latvalareachedstraightforstories
fromthepast.Andpersonalisedthem.

He’samanwhoseowncollectionof
carsincludesabraceof GroupA
ToyotaCelicas.

“Cominghereislikecominghome,”
hesays.“In2003Ididmyfirstrally–
WinterRallyEstonia–inaWorldRally
CarinaToyotaCorollaWRC.Itwasa
1999car.Andbeforethat,Iwasdriving
a1986CorollaGT.”

Fromtheageof 16,Latvalaentered
justabouteveryrallysprintgoingin

Finlandandhedidsoatthewheelof the
rear-wheel-driveGT.Asabrief aside,as
soonasheturned17,heboughtaRenault
Clio,cametoBritainforhisfirstrally
proper:theDukeries.Hewentoff.

Asadriverwholivesandbreathes
rallying,LatvalaknowsToyota’s
historyinsideoutandthesenseof
responsibilityatwakingsucha
sleepinggiantisclear.

“Toyotahavebeenintheworld
championshipfirsttimein1973,”
hesays.“Butthenitwasabig
disappointmentin1999whenthey
stopped.Andnowtheyarebackand
I’mveryhappytobebackwiththem.
Theyarereallycommittedtofightfor
thetitleandthechampionship.”

Justnotnextyear?
“No,notnextyear.”
Tothecasualmotorsportobserver,

thelackof developmenttimeforToyota 
mustbequiteconfusing.Isn’tthisthe
companythatfirststartedworkingon
a2017-boundYarisWRCinDecember
2013?That’stheDecember2013that’s
threeyearsago…

Yesandno.
ThatwastheotherToyota.Thatwas

theToyotabasedinCologne;theToyota 
thatclinchedbothWorldEndurance
titlesacoupleof yearsago,notto
mentionthesevenWorldRally
Championshipcrownsinseasonspast.

ThisiswhereToyota’sstorygets
slightlyconfusing.Insteadof sticking
withCologneanditsalreadyadvanced
developmentprogramme,theproject
wasdivertednorthtoPuuppola,in
Finland:thehomeof four-time
worldchampionMakinen.

Thatmeantscratchingoutayear
andahalf of ToyotaMotorsport
developmentandstartingwithan
almostcleanslateatToyotaGazoo
RacinginAugustlastyear.

Almost,becauseTMGhasretained
theenginedevelopmentwork.

Helsinki’snewdawnwasn’tthetime
ortheplacetoberakingoveroldcoals,
buttothecasualobserverthesituation
still tooksomeunderstanding.

Makinenworkedhardtolandthe
dealhe’dalwayswanted,butthetask
isonlygoingtogetharderfromhere
on.Andtheweightof expectation
accompanyingToyota’sreturn
doesn’thelp.

“Thisisaveryexcitingmomentfor
me,”saysMakinen.“Tocomeback
withToyotamakesmeveryproud.”

AndMakinenhasbeenrightatthe
heartof thatcomeback.Hewasthefirst 
mantotestaFinnish-builtYarisandhe’s
themanwho’sseenthemostchanges.

“Everyareaof thecarhasmoved
forwardsincethatfirsttest,”hesays.
“Theaerodynamicsarecompletely
different,theenginehasmoved
forwardalottooandof coursethe
suspension,thedifferentialsand,
Iwouldsay,thedriveabilityof thecar.
Wehavecomealongway.”

Farenough?

BRINGINGTHE

“The coming season is the year where 
we try to reach the good position during 
every single rally,” he says. “We need 
a three-car team to compete for the 
manufacturers’ title and that will be 
in the year 2018. We give our maximum 
effort with Juho [Hanninen] having 
completed the massive test programme 
and Jari-Matti’s massive experience. 
With these two things, we try to reach 
best ever development programme in 
2017 to be ready for 2018.”

Talking of  drivers, what about 
Sebastien Ogier? How close did Makinen 
come to signing the Frenchman?

There’s a typically long Tommi 
pause while he considers his options.

“We try to find the best driver line-up 
available,” he says. “A month ago it was 
completely different and we were lucky 
enough to be in the position to find one 
more seat. With Jari-Matti, we managed 
to get a driver who is one of  the most 
experienced, his technical knowledge 
is the highest level of  all the current 
drivers, he can give good feedback 
and help us to improve ourselves.”

Ogier’s decision not to join Toyota 
wasn’t a huge surprise, what was 
surprising was that Andreas Mikkelsen 

– the man who won on Volkswagen’s 
last ever official outing in Australia 
last month and has shown Latvala a 
fairly clean pair of  heels in the sister 
Polo all season – was overlooked.

“Of  course, we know they are both 
fast drivers, but we are here to learn and 
go forward and Jari-Matti’s experience 
was one of  the most interesting 
reasons,” says Makinen by way of  an 
explanation why he hadn’t added the 
Norwegian’s name to the books. 

Instead, he’d gone home and signed 
a third Finnish driver (WRC2 champion 
Esapekka Lappi is the team’s test driver, 
who will tackle around seven rounds 
next season) to the team based in 
Finland and run by him, one of  the 
highest-flying Finns.

Hanninen saw this one coming.
“I don’t know how much it matters that 

the drivers are all from Finland,” he says. 
“The team’s language is English, so I 
don’t think it matters where we come 
from. Being Finnish, maybe we’re going 
to get some straighter feedback from the 
boss when we’ve finished the event!”

But what about that boss? 
And what about Makinen and the 

stories of  disharmony in the team 

and between Finland and Japan?
Hanninen laughs.
“I can promise you,” he says, “this talk 

of  disharmony has been coming much 
more from the media than it has been 
inside the team. Much more. Honestly, 
the atmosphere is fantastic. These guys 
who have been on the testing 
programme, they have been one month 
away from their homes and working like 
hell, but still they have been laughing. 

“Tommi has really taken care of  this, 
there’s no politics and everybody has 
the same target. It is helping that he’s 
a driver himself, so he knows what is 
making the team happy – including the 
small things. This is important when 
we have been so busy. And we have been 
busy, you can believe we have not been 
sitting in meetings, no, no, we have 
been in the field working.” 

And while they’ve been in that field, 
it’s been Britain’s Tom Fowler – a man 
whose WRC teeth were cut at M-Sport 
and his engineering nous honed in the 
nuclear energy industry – who’s been 
overseeing operations.

Looking at the Yaris it looks like fairly 
standard 2017 fare: nosey front with a 
jutting bottom lip, flared arches and 

After a tough birth, David Evans watched the wrap

LAUNCH:TOYOTA WRC CAR

Latvala is full of optimism Aero has some fine detailing
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ENEWYARISINTOFOCUS
ps come off the new Toyota WRC car
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December2013:ToyotaMotorsport
GmbH–theJapanese firm’s
independentmotorsportarm in
Cologne–confirms itwill be
buildingaYarisWRC.

January2014:TMGtargetsa
return to theWRCin2017.Stephane
SarrazinnamedasTMG’s testdriver.

March2014:TMGbegins testing
aYarisWRCbuilt to2014regulations
in Italy.Theplan is tostartbanking
current rallydata.

August2014:TMGstarts testing its
Yarisonasphalt,whileTommiMakinen
buildsToyotabossAkioToyodaa
GT86WRCfordemonstration runs
atRallyFinland.

January2015:Toyodaconfirms
Toyota’s return to theWRC.TMG
isexpected todevelop thecar for
thenext twoyears.

July2015:TommiMakinen
announcedasToyotaGazoo
Racing teamprincipal.

August2015:Makinenconfirms
anewYariswill bebuilt, replacing
theTMGcaranddevelopmentwill
bedoneathisPuuppola factory in
Finland.TMGwill onlyworkon
theengine.

April2016:Makinenputs the first test
milesonhis2017-specYarisWRC
incentralFinland. JuhoHanninen is
alsospotteddriving thecar.

September2016:Hanninen
confirmedasaToyotadriver in2017.

December2016:ToyotaGazoo
Racing launches itsYarisWRC.

TIMELINE OF THE YARIS

wider sills. But then from the rear, it 
looks fairly hectic. The rear spoiler 
sitting above layered aero coming off  
the back of  the rear wheels gives the 
Yaris real angular menace.

The new regulations have given the 
most freedom in terms of  aero since 
the end of  Group B. The days of  bolting 
the biggest workable tea trays to either 
end of  the cars are gone. The science 
involved in airflow in modern day 
rallying is mind-boggling.

“You have to choose what you want,” 
says Fowler. “Previously you were so 
limited you just went for the maximum. 
Everybody took the maximum rear wing 
and bolted it to a hatchback, which made 
thecarslookprettysimilar.Withthis

extra freedom, you have to decide how 
much drag is acceptable. We’ve done a lot 
of  work on researching what’s the right, 
the correct level of  aero, rather than just 
going for the maximum aero package.

“We’ve used the full free box [the rear 
wing has to fit into a box of  specific 
dimensions] and then tuned the device 
to what we were trying to achieve. It 
depends on the size and the shape of  
your car to find what you can and can’t 
do. This is what suited a Yaris WRC 
and it may not suit another car.”

The downforce and the engine are the 
areas of  the car which have impressed 
the  drivers the most, but transmitting 
that power and potential to the road 
means getting the suspension right. 

While he was competing, Makinen 
worked with Bos dampers and he was 
keen to continue that relationship 
with the French suspension firm.  

Fowler says: “We’ve worked really 
hard on the suspension, this was one 
of  our key targets from the start. The 
stages are so individual, you need a 
car you can tune to the road.”

Another big area of  change for next 
season is the re-introduction of  an 
active centre differential. This is where 

Makinen’s experience of  hydraulic 
activation in the transmission helped. 
And he’s seen it from all angles, from 
competing at the highest levels of  the 
world championship, to tuning the 
centre differential on a Group N 
Subaru for a customer.

“We have had to be very open-minded 
with the centre differential,” says 
Makinen. “We’ve tried everything.”

Developing one of  these next 
generation cars hasn’t been an 
entirely straightforward process. 
With significant rule change has come 
a significant number of  additional rule 
changes to the rules which had already 
been made… 

“We’ve had draft regulations all year – 
they were only finalised recently,” says 
Fowler. “Effectively, the regulations 
were being written at the same time 
that you’re developing the car. That’s 
meant following small changes in 
your development plan and that’s 
been very difficult.”

Finding a quieter moment with 
Makinen is almost impossible these 
days, but when we do, it’s clear to see the 
passion and commitment he’s putting 
into the job. Having emerged from a 

full-on WRC life when he stopped 
competing in 2003, it’s fair to say he’s 
relishing the return. Especially now 
he’s got a team around him.

“This was one of  the hardest things in 
the beginning,” he says, “trying to build 
the team and get the right people with 
us. But we’ve done it. Now we have more 
than 100 people in the team.”

At the top of  that team is Akio Toyoda, 
the president and CEO of  Toyota Motor 
Corporation. Toyoda might not have 
been present at the launch earlier this 
month, but he’s been pivotal in Toyota’s 
return to the sport. And his relationship 
with Makinen has been key to the way 
the project has unfolded.

You only have to watch the pair of  
them joking about Makinen’s early 
use of  red shirts being an old habit 
from his Mitsubishi days to see how 
comfortable the pair are together. 

“The relationship is very good,” says 
Makinen. “And it’s good because it gives 
confidence to the future and confidence 
to the team – every single member of  
the team. It’s extremely important.”

With a five-year commitment to WRC, 
it certainly is.

Like his executive contemporaries in 

the car world, Toyoda’s not known for his 
patience when it comes to waiting for 
results. Chasing stage victories and 
podiums might be tolerated in 
Makinen’s rookie season as a world 
championship team principal, but as 
Toyoda keeps reminding him: “We don’t 
like to lose.”

Suggest to Makinen that it took the 
late, great Ove Andersson a couple of  
years to win with Team Toyota Europe 
in the early 1970s and it falls on 
deaf  ears. He’s painfully aware of  the 
need for results. And quick ones. 
Which makes the lack of  a genuine 
comparison so difficult.

“We don’t know where we are standing 
for Monte Carlo,” he says. “Not being 
able to compare has made our work 
much harder.”

Toyota Gazoo Racing’s technical 
director Koei Saga eased some of  
that tension in a brilliant moment of  
Japanese clarity. Saga steps forward, 
stares at the car for a moment and 
says: “We don’t know if  this will be a 
nice journey with this [Yaris] or a bad 
journey. But I am sure, what we will 
have is a wonderful challenge.”

There’s no doubting that challenge. 

Jari-Matti Latvala and Juho Hanninen will drive the Yaris WRC

Designers have worked on the styling at the back of the car

“The car 
has come 
a long way”
Tommi
Makinen



Chilton will stay with
Chip Ganassi team

INTERVIEW: MAX CHILTON
  

T
he last three 
years have been 
a rollercoaster 
for Max Chilton. 
There’s been 
highs, rock-bottom 
lows and more 

than a few moments that would 
test any driver’s character.

But finally there’s some light at the 
end of  the tunnel. Some consistency is 
finally in view. Chilton will rejoin the 
Chip Ganassi Racing team for a second 
spell in IndyCar next year, marking his 
first stable race deal since 2014. And it’s 
even a stretch to call the 2014 one ‘stable’.

Chilton’s Formula 1 career spanned 
35 grands prix across two seasons, all 
with the troubled Marussia team. It’s 
hard to show your talent without the 
right car beneath you. And it’s safe 
to say Chilton never had anywhere 
near the right car beneath him. In fact, 
come January 2014, he didn’t know if  
he would have a car beneath him at all.

“Rewinding back to 2014, that was 
without question the toughest year 
of  my career,” says the 25-year-old 
from Redhill, Surrey.

“Ironically it was probably one of  my 
best years performance-wise, because 
I put so much hard work into my fitness 
and training over the 2013 off-season 
after my first year in F1 that I was better 
prepared than ever and started the year 
really competitive against Jules [Bianchi, 
his Marussia team-mate that year].

“But after all that work, both Jules 
and I quickly realised how much 
trouble the team was in [financially]. In 
truth I didn’t think we’d even make it to 
Melbourne for the first race that year.

“I was treating every grand prix that 
season like my last, so I was pushing 
like mad each session. Various things 
happened that kept us going, but then 
we had the tragic events of  Jules’ 
accident, and the whole team knew 
that was it.”

Bianchi’s fatal accident in that year’s 
Japanese Grand Prix devastated the 
Marussia team, and Chilton. With the 
constant fight against bankruptcy in 
the background, the tragedy on-track 
sapped most of  the fighting spirit that 
was left. Russia would be Marussia’s 
last race under that title, with 
Chilton handling the single car.  

It was then that the reality of  the 
task of  keeping his F1 dream alive hit 
home, and it was too big an ask.

Despite coming from wealth, Chilton 
has always been proud of  paying his 
way himself, using as little family 
funds as possible to do so. He worked 
tirelessly to secure sponsors, but 
ultimately felt that being restricted to 
“driving around at the back” wasn’t 
rewarding those investments fairly.

But there was another side to his 
F1 exit too, and that was the sheer 
enjoyment of  racing, and Chilton 
wasn’t getting that.

“I knew the chances of  a seat for 2015 
were slim, and the team [now under 
the name Manor after a takeover 
saved it from liquidation] offered me 
a contract as reserve driver, but it was 
my choice to reject that and walk away,” 
Chilton explains.

“I see so many reserve drivers that 
are demoralised and depleted. They 
put in just as much work and training 
as the race drivers, and sometimes 
don’t get in the car once all year. That’s 
not me. I love racing, and wanted to 
race, so F1 wasn’t for me anymore.”

That decision left Chilton at a 
crossroads, and for the first time in 
his career he entered the final months 
of  the year with no firm plan for 2015. 
That’s when the phone rang.

“Traditionally in my career I’ve 

AfteradifficultFormula1spell,MaxChiltonisback
in top-line single-seaters. By Rob Ladbrook

22  DECEMBER 28 2016  motorsport-news.co.uk Advertising enquiries: 0208 267 5865

CHASES THE AMERICAN DREAM



First Indy Lights win
came at Iowa oval
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Having left Formula 1, Chilton had 
perhaps his busiest year in 2015, when 
both Indy Lights and a Le Mans 
programme appeared on his schedule.

Chilton was signed as one of  Nissan’s 
six works drivers for its factory Le Mans 
return with the GT-R LM NISMO LMP1 
machine. That move could have signalled 
the start of  a fresh career in endurance 
racing for Chilton, but proved to be 
short-lived.

“I’vealwayslovedsportscars,sinceIdid 
the2007Silverstone1000kmracealongside 
mybrotherTominanLMP1Zytekandit
wasanamazingexperienceevenback
then,whenIwasstillnewtoracingand
inmyfirstyearof F3,”saysChilton.

“I’vealwayswantedtodoLeMans,so
whentheNissanchancecameupIwas
soexcitedtobeapartof it.Butthenwe
arrivedatthefirsttestandrealisedthecar 
wasabitof aredherring,toputitpolitely. 
I’veheardpeoplecallitmuchworse,and
I’vecalleditmuchworse.Butwhatever
itwas,itwasn’taracingcar.

“Regardless,wewenttoLeMansandhad 
ahorrendousracebutweatleastmadeit to 
theflagandIhadtwoof thebeststintsyou 
couldhave–dayintonightandnightinto 
day.Iremembergettinginthecarat
0400hrsonSundayandflyingdownthe
Mulsanne,aswewerethefastestcar
throughthespeedtrapswithzero
downforceandhandling,buthuge
straight-linespeed.Everythingjust
seemedtotallysilentandsereneandit
wasareallyoddexperience,butsums
upwhatmakesLeMansdifferent.

“IleftLeMansin2015saying‘Iwilldo
thisagain’andIplantoatsomestagein
mycareer.I’dlovetogobackinLMP1,but 
LMP2alsointerestsmeandif anything
theracingthereisprobablyfaireras
everybodyhasthesamekit.”

Nissan: the
sportscar false dawn 

How Dario Franchitti’s support is vital for Chilton s oval progress
One great asset Chilton has at the
Ganassi team is the support of
IndyCar legend Dario Franchitti.

Following his retirement
from racing after his accident
at Houston, Texas back in 2013,
Franchitti has taken up an
advisory role with Ganassi,
the team with which he took two
of his three Indy 500 wins, and
three of his four IndyCar titles.

The Scottish star acted as
Chilton’s mentor this year, and
his support will be key in 2017 too.

“I’m hugely lucky to have Dario
alongside me,” says Chilton. “He
was at 90 per cent of my races this
year and is a huge help. Sometimes
it’s not noticeable, as he’s giving
you small tips and tricks and your
brain justabsorbsthe information
as there’s so much going on but

when it all comes together in 
the car you realise the impact 
he’s had. He’s been there and 
done it, and having him help with 
aspects like the oval races is just 
invaluable. Working with [team-
mates] like Scott Dixon and Tony 
Kanaan is great too. They’ve been 
racing in IndyCars almost longer 
than I’ve been racing full stop and 
they’re absolute pros.”

Marussia deal ended in ’14

Nissan “wasn’t a racing car”

always had the next step decided, 
signed and sorted by around August, 
and to not have that was really 
unsettling – technically I was out 
of  a job at Christmas,” he adds.

“I had this very long off-season and 
then Trevor Carlin [head of  junior 
single-seater powerhouse Carlin, 
which Max had raced for in F3 and GP2]
called me. He said he was starting an 
Indy Lights team and asked if  I could 
come and do the development work on 
the cars. I wasn’t up to anything else 
and it kept me in a car, so I went for it.”

From that testing work, Chilton 
agreed to also race for the team, 
prompting a wave of  scepticism 
on social media that an F1 driver 
stepping down to what is considered 
a feeder category made little sense.

To Chilton though, it made 
perfect sense.

“I didn’t get why people were critical 
about me racing in Indy Lights after 
F1,” he says. “I’m one of  those drivers 
that just loves racing, and I believe 
that it’s irrelevant of  what you race, 
so long as you enjoy it.

“I think it’s a modern thing, where 
some F1 guys get on their high horses 
and are afraid to drop down, but when 
you look back at the legends of  the sport
– like Jim Clark, Stirling Moss and such
– they’d race F1 one weekend, F2 the 
next and club events after that. They 
just loved to be out there competing.

“Yes, you put yourself  and your 
reputation on the line going back down 
the ladder, but it also gives credit to the 
guys in the feeder classes if  they beat 
you. Just because you can afford to 
race in a faster formula, doesn’t mean 
you’re better than those who can’t. 
It’s competitive whatever you do in 

motorsport,andif sometopF1drivers
droppedbacktoGP2I’msurethey’d
struggleforabit.

“Ineverfeltanypressuregoing
toLights,itwasjustpeopleoutside
lookinginandsayingitwasaweird
move,buttomeitmadeperfectsense.
IwantedtodoIndyCarin2016,but
Ididn’twanttogoandlearnoval
racinginanIndyCar.I’veseen
peopledothatanditdoesn’twork
outandthat’stheend.

“TheseasoninLightstaughtme
somuch.They’restilldoing200mph
aroundIndianapolis,soit’sF1
speeds, justalowerseries.”

Ironicallyit’sontheovalsthat
Chiltonexcelled,takinghismaiden
LightswinatIowa,mid-season.He
saysthechangeindisciplinebetween
traditionalcircuitracingandovals
wasfarlargerthanexpected.

“Ovalracingiscompletelydifferent,”
heexplains.“Iusedtowatchiton
TVandgetboredafter10laps,butin
thecarit’sasfarfromboredomas
youcanget!

“Theadrenalineflowingaroundyour
bodyandtheconcentrationrequiredis
justintense.Thecarcontrolisextreme.
Evenif itdoesn’tlooklikethecaris
movingmuch,andyoureallydon’t
wantitto,you’reusingeverylastbit
of skilltokeepitpointinginthe
rightdirection.

“Eventhoughyou’renotbraking,
downshiftingandacceleratinginthe
traditionalway,thetechnicalelement
isthere,andisperhapsevengreateron
ovals.Youhavetofeelthemostminute
set-upchangestoo.Youcanmakea
tinyadjustmentandreallyfeelitas
you’reconstantlyloadingthecaron
thelimit.Everyspringandsetting

becomessocrucial,andtoraceinpacks
atthosesortsof speedsisunreal.”

Chiltonbelieveshewouldhavebeen
inthefightfortheLightstitlelast
year,haditnotbeenforthreerounds
skippedtobepartof Nissan’sLeMans
programme(seeright).Hefinished
theyearinfifthplace,butthatIowa
winopeneddoors.

“IgotsomecallsfromIndyCarteams
afterthewinandfromthatputtogether
thedealwithChip[Ganassi],whichisthe
teamIreallywantedtoworkwith,”headds.

“They’venotbeeninthesportaslong
asacrewlikePenske,whichhasbeen
around50years,butChiphasalready
wonmoreinjust25.Itwasareally
excitingmoveforme,butthisyear
hadtobetreatedasalearningyear.”

Chiltonwasupagainstit,with
limitedtestingbeforetheyear,but
securedaseason-bestseventhplace
inroundtwo,atPhoenix.Butfrom
thenonastringof technicaldifficulties
andthelackof experiencetookits
toll.Chiltonfinished19thinthe
championship,andsecondrookie.

“Itwasareallearningcurve,”says
Chilton.“AfterPhoenixIthoughI’d
crackedit,butthatwasashortoval
withloadsof downforceandperhaps
suitedmebetter.Wehadgoodpace
atthemoretraditionaltracks,like
WatkinsGlenwhereIraninthetop
six.Icouldcarryspeedthroughfast,
flowingcorners,butthingsjustdidn’t
goourwayintermsof results.

“ThecarsareverydifferenttoF1
cars,butthey’rehugelyimpressive
still.F1willalwaysbethepinnacle,
withallof thebespokedesign,
engineeringandmoneythat’sspent
onthosecars,they’remind-blowingto
drive.IndyCarsaren’tmind-blowingto

drive. They’re just a bit different.
“Yes, they’re heavier and the 

gearboxes are made like tanks and 
there’s less power, but the downforce is 
fantastic and the brakes feel amazing 
because of  that. What IndyCar has 
achieved on a fraction of  an F1 
development budget is amazing.

“The cars are also a lot easier to race, 
and the racing is for the drivers and 
the fans. In F1 you watch a procession 
and two team-mates fighting as they 
actually have equal machinery. But 
aside from that it’s not equal. IndyCar 
is still downforce-related racing, but 
it’s usable and you can follow another 
car closely without killing your 
tyres. Aside from the manufacturer-
dependant bodykits and engine 
brand, everybody has the same 
basic kit. What you’re watching in 
IndyCar is 24 drivers fighting it out 
and the performance gaps are so 
much smaller.”

This year Chilton has continuity 
again, for the first time in a long time. 
He says that can help him work his 
way to the front of  the grid, but isn’t 
expecting success overnight.

“To have the same engineer, who 
is the person you work most closely 
with, you form a relationship with 
them and the team and your team-
mates so keeping the crew the same
 is so important,” he says.

“My aim in 2017 is to get on the 
podium, and if  you’re fighting for 
those places then a good finish in the 
championship naturally follows, but 
you have to take it one step at a time.

“I’ll work as hard this winter as I did 
back in 2013 to get ready. Right now I 
feelI’mintherightplace,andthat
mycareerisbackontrack.”

Chilton is adapting
to IndyCar racing

The loss of team-mate Jules Bianchi (left) was devastating for Marussia

Franchitti is a key ally for team

Oval racing is
a key skill



DTM star was on top
of the rallycross world

Ekstrom took his
first world crown

REVIEW:WORLD RALLYCROSS

M
attias Ekstrom
didn’t attend 
the FIA World 
Rallycross 
Championship’s 
after-party on 
the night of  

its Argentinian finale. 
Just two hours after finishing the last 

race of  the year, where his EKS squad 
secured the Teams’ Championship title 
to add to the Drivers’ crown he won at 
the penultimate round in Germany, 
the Swede was on an overnight plane 
to Jerez in Spain, to begin DTM winter 
testing the next day. 

A week later, following a trip to 
Austria and his first FIA Awards 
Gala in Vienna, Ekstrom was at the 
Mettet circuit in Belgium with his Audi 
S1 test cars. The man never stops.

In the first four rounds of  the 2016 
campaign, the EKS Supercars set the 
pace in World RX. 

Reigning champion Petter Solberg 
scored victory in the season opener, 
while Ekstrom had topped the 

intermediateClassificationandgone
out in the semi-finals. However, at the 
next three events, Ekstrom claimed 
victory and that was the bedrock for 
his title charge.

A double DTM champion, Ekstrom 
has raced in the top-level German 
series since the start of  the millennium 
and has clearly learnt a lot about 
developing a car, and team. 

Last winter, the squad did only a small 
amount of  testing but did most of  it 
early, before Christmas, meaning they 
had the winter period to assess where 
they needed to improve and prepare for 
the following year. 

Ekstrom’s early season victories 
this year were the backbone of  his title 
success, coupled with rarely making 
mistakes on track with his clean and 
precise driving style. 

He consistently racked up points, 
especially at the Intermediate stage 
of  events, and used his experience to 
know when second was enough, his 
eyes firmly fixed on the end goal.

At the three-day test in December, 

EKSwasdevelopingonlessonslearnt
through the season, preparing for its 
title defence. Ekstrom’s passion for 
winning has not dimmed, despite 
claiming his first world crown.

While the margins are small in World 
RX, the only man aside from Ekstrom 
to mount a substantial title assault 
was two-time champion, Solberg. 

The Norwegian has also learnt how 
to win titles in recent years and, despite 
only finishing on the podium three 
times until the penultimate round, he 
remained in championship contention. 
The final points table, in which he is 
fourth, doesn’t do Solberg’s 2016 
performance justice.

The Norwegian continued to develop 
his Citroen DS 3 into one of  the fastest 
cars on the grid thanks to the efforts 
of  his PSRX team. 

As expected, Solberg was also one of  
the fastest drivers at each event, and 
was neck-and-neck with Ekstrom in the 
standings for much of  the year. 

The championship turning point 
came in Latvia, round 10, in their Q2 

race.EkstrompassedSolberginthe
third corner. Solberg then retook the 
position, after making contact with 
the rear of  his rival’s Audi. Solberg 
was disqualified from the race and, as 
a result, didn’t make the semi-finals 
for the first time in World RX history. 
Ekstrom finished the event second to 
pull away in the points.

Solberg almost certainly didn’t mean 
to push Ekstrom into the wall in Latvia, 
and the consequences were significant 
on his title challenge. 

Since switching from the WRC, 
Solberg has spent a large proportion 
of  his time in rallycross at the front of  
the field and therefore perhaps lacks 
the finesse of  someone with Ekstrom’s 
experience at racing wheel-to-wheel, 
one of  the key ingredients to the 
Swede’s success.

Such was the competitiveness of  
World RX in 2016 that four drivers; 
Solberg, Johan Kristoffersson, 
Andreas Bakkerud and Sebastien 
Loeb, entered the season finale 
with a chance of  finishing in the 

EKSTROMJOINS
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TOP 10 DRIVERS

DTM star defeats French legend Sebastien Loeb and former World Rallycross champion

3 Kevin Hansen
Car: Peugeot 208
Team:  Peugeot Hansen 
Academy Wins: 0 
Podiums: 0 
Championship 
position: 15 (Euro RX: 1)
Perhaps a surprise entry in 
MN’s top 10. The young 
Swede dominated in the 
European Championship in his first Supercar 
year. But, he also impressed on World RX 
outings, often faster than established 
Peugeot stablemates Sebastien Loeb and 
Timmy Hansen and twice finished fourth.

2 Petter Solberg
Car: Citroen DS 3
Team:  Privateer Wins: 1
Podiums: 4 
Championship 
position: 4
Solberg started his 
title defence in the best 
possible way with victory 
and, although he didn’t win 
again, the Norwegian remained in the fight 
for the title until missing the semi-finals in 
Latvia (round 10). He dominated the final 
round in the fight for second in the points, 
until semi-final contact put him out. 

4 Andreas 
Bakkerud
Car: Ford Focus RS RX
Team:  Hoonigan Racing 
Division Wins:  3 
Podiums: 6 
Championship 
position:  3
Like Kevin Hansen, 
Bakkerud is an out-and-
out rallycross driver, having climbed through 
the ranks of the sport to the top level. For 
2016, Bakkerud joined Ken Block’s new 
team with a new, developing car and 
delivered on his potential, with three wins.
 

5 Johan 
Kristoffersson
Car: Volkswagen Polo
Team:  Volkswagen RX 
Sweden Wins: 1
Podiums: 3
Championship 
position: 2
Kristoffersson should 
arguably be higher up in 
MN’s rankings. Regarded as one of the 
best racers in World RX, the Swede was 
always fast and when the car and 
circumstances allowed, he was in the 
fight for podiums.

1 Mattias 
Ekstrom
Car: Audi S1 
Team: EKS
Wins: 4 Podiums: 6
Championship 
position: 1
It’s almost inconceivable 
to think that 2016 was 
experienced driver 
Ekstrom’s first full 
campaign in an FIA-sanctioned 
championship. But, it was, and he won 
the drivers’ title for himself and the 
teams’ crown with his EKS squad.



Solberg stayed in contention until the penultimate round of the season Eriksson won plaudits for his overtaking move of the year in Germany

Bakkerud’s star shone brightly
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TheFIAEuropeanRallycross
Championshipwasdominatedin
2016byreigningRXLiteschampion
KevinHansen,drivingayear-old
WorldRXspecificationPeugeot208in
thefive-roundseries.

TheSwedewontheopeningfourevents,
claimingmaximumpointsinNorway,
SwedenandSpaintoliftthecrown.

AtthefinalroundinLatvia,Hansen
wasspunoff ontheopeninglapof the
final,butproducedthecomebackdrive
of theyeartofinishtheracesecondand
almostseizevictoryfromoutgoing
championTommyRustad.

TheexperiencedNorwegianswitched
toBritishteamAlbatecRacingfor2016,
butitwastheteam’s2015driverJerome
Grosset-JaninwhofoughtHansenfor
victoryatroundoneinBelgiumand,
forthesecondyearinarow,finished
secondinthepoints.

TordLinnerudswitchedtothe
EuropeanChampionshipfor2016and
wasregularlyonthepodiumtofinish
thirdoverall.Rustadwasfourth.

FormerGP3race-winnerTamas
PalKissmadeafull-timeswitchto
internationalrallycrossinan
ex-Peugeot-Hansen208andracedwith
thefrontrunnersintheseriesallyear
andfinishedonthepodiuminNorway
andLatvia.Disqualificationfromthe
finalinSwedenforanonboardcamera
infringementendedhischancesof
finishingontheoverallpodiumin
the title chase. 

Irish drivers Derek Tohill and Ollie 
O’Donovan contested full campaigns 
in their Ford Fiestas and both made 
three semi-final appearances. Albatec 
Racing owner Andy Scott raced a 
third 208 for his team and made the 
semi-finals in Sweden and Spain. He 
rolled in Sweden after contact with 
team-mate Rustad on the opening lap.

Krisztian Szabo won the Super1600 
title at the final round, beating Dane 
Ulrik Linnemann.  Ben-Philip 
Gundersen also claimed the TouringCar 
crown by a single point fromMagda
Andersson.CyrilRaymon onth
single-makeRXL

Kevin keeps it in the
family with ERX winTHE CHAMPIONS Another Hansen, another title...

top three overall in the points. 
First and second in the event for 

Bakkerud and Kristoffersson (while 
Solberg went out with damaged 
steering from contact in the semi-
finals) meant they joined Ekstrom at 
the FIA awards. But, it was close; 
Kristoffersson was second on 240 
points with Bakkerud and Solberg tied 
on 239, the younger Norwegian 
claiming third on countback of  wins.

Bakkerud, a driver who has climbed 
up through the ranks of  rallycross, 
joined Ken Block’s new Hoonigan 
Racing Division team in a pair of  
new Ford Focus RS RX Supercars 
for this year. 

Having moved to Supercar in 2013, 
Bakkerud was the experienced World 
RX driver in the squad and despite 
Block scoring the first podium for the 
Focus at round two, Hockenheim, it 
was Bakkerud who led the team on 
track through the year. 

His first win with the squad was 
delivered in dominant fashion at Hell 
in Norway, Bakkerud taking a clean 

sweep of  fastest times and race wins 
through the weekend. The Norwegian 
has worked hard to get to his current 
position and has a ‘never give up’ 
attitude, highlighted in Germany when 
he made it to the podium in the final 
while his car filled with fumes from a 
broken exhaust, when many others 
would have stopped. Bakkerud’s three 
wins were impressive for a first 
campaign for the new car. 

Like compatriot Ekstrom, 
Kristoffersson is also a successful 
circuit racer but has rallycross ability 
too, and always extracts the maximum 
from his machinery. When conditions 
are inconsistent, the Swede is at his 
best and in mixed weather at Loheac, 
France he scored his first and only 
victory of  the year. He would have 
won sooner, and more often, but was 
blighted by punctures, contact and 
a spell where Volkswagen RX 
Sweden’s Polo lost pace compared 
to the opposition.

It was a hard-fought season for 
reigning teams’ champion, Team 

Peugeot-Hansen, which lost out on 
retaining the title to EKS at the 
last round. 

Nine-time World Rally champion 
Sebastien Loeb joined the squad, 
alongside Timmy Hansen and, while 
both were regularly in the fight for 
podium finishes, the team’s 2016 
chassis wasn’t a big progression 
from its previous contender.

Loeb also had to get used to the rough 
and tumble of  door-to-door racing in 
rallycross, and was overly cautions 
early in the year. His home event at 
Loheac was a turning point, the French 
star putting his 208 in places he hadn’t 
previously and two rounds later, 
he earned his first win in Latvia. 

Loeb had the other difficultly of  
having to learn the circuits through 
the year, but on a new venue to 
everyone, he dominated the final. 
With a season under his belt, if  the 
team produce a solid car for next year, 
Loeb can be a contender. 

Hansen won too, in Canada. It is a 
circuit that doesn’t suit the 208 with less 

straight-line speed compared to its 
rivals, but a determined drive and the 
correct tyre choice mean that he joined 
Bakkerud, Solberg and Ekstrom as 
having won in every year of  World RX.

The 2016 season also brought a 
return to form for triple-European 
champion Timur Timerzyanov. 
Having switched teams for the second 
time in as many years he showed 
flashes of  brilliant pace.

Swede Kevin Eriksson produced 
one of  the moments of  the whole 
motor racing year in Germany. The 
OlsbergsMSE driver passed the entire 
pack around the outside of  the first 
corner in the final, sideways, to 
claim a first career victory.

It was an incredible season for 
Ekstrom and his EKS team, but 
nothing stands still. 

There have been few 
announcements of  who will be 
driving where next year, but if  this 
season has been anything to go by, 
predicting a winner ahead of  each 
event will be nigh on impossible. 

          and fan favourite Petter Solberg for WRX honours. By Hal Ridge

Seb Loeb struggled initially

6 Timmy 
Hansen
Car: Peugeot 208
Team:  Team Peugeot-
Hansen
Wins: 1Podiums: 6
Championship 
position: 6
Hansen has impressed 
since switching to 
rallycross in 2013, shrugging off 
comparisons with his successful father, but 
2016 was his biggest challenge to date with 
a new team-mate. Regardless, there was little 
to choose between him and Loeb all year.
 

7 Sebastien 
Loeb
Car: Peugeot 208
Team:  Team Peugeot-
Hansen Wins: 1
Podiums: 4
Championship 
position: 5
Despite his undoubted 
experience, Loeb was 
effectively a rookie this season, and had a bit 
to learn. The Peugeot wasn’t the fastest car 
this year, and Loeb had to learn the circuits. 
But, at a new venue to everyone in Latvia, 
Loeb claimed his maiden victory in style. 

8 Timur 
Timerzyanov
Car: Ford Fiesta
Team:  World RX Team 
Austria Wins: 0 
Podiums: 1
Championship 
position: 8
The triple European 
Rallycross champion 
switched teams for the second time in as 
many years, but felt at home in the Austrian 
squad. Had it not been for punctures and 
steering troubles, the Russian would have 
been on the podium more often.

9 Toomas 
Heikkinen
Car: Audi S1Team:  EKS
Wins: 0 Podiums:  3
Championship 
position: 7
Ekstrom’s team-mate 
started strong with two 
podiums, but couldn’t 
match the pace of his 
colleague for much of the year. A real 
team player, ‘Topi’ assisted Ekstrom in 
his quest for victory, and scored enough 
points for the squad to win the Teams’ 
title too.

10 Janis 
Baumanis
Car: Ford Fiesta
Team:  World RX 
Team Austria
Wins: 0 Podiums: 0
Championship 
position: 10
Having combined 
selected Supercar 
outings in 2015 with winning the Euro RX 
Super1600 title, Baumanis moved to World 
RX full time for 2016 and impressed with 
consistently fast pace. A fastest qualifying 
time in Germany proved his potential.

Rustad was deposed as champion
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B
ack in 1984,
Donington Park
was packed. It
was grand prix
day and there
were fans
everywhere.

The Multipart British Truck
Grand Prix, that is.

Sinceitsfirststeps,truckracing
hassoaredinpopularitybutalso
sufferedsomemajorproblems
alongtheway.Butfor2016,the
FIAappointedapromoterof the
EuropeanChampionshipforthe
firsttimeandthingsarelooking
brighterthanever.

WhentruckracinghitEuropean
shores,alreadypopularinAmerica,
rulesweregenerousandneeded
honingfast.

TruckmagazinepublisherAndrew
Franklwas keentoseethesport
startintheUKand,alongwith
motorsportimpresarioAndrew
Marriott,Franklstartedtheball
rolling.Marriottfoundavenueand
wrotesomeregulations,withclasses
splitonhorsepower.Withafewstar
namespitchedagainstunknown
truckers,theeventwasabigsuccess
andcircuitsanddriverswanted
apartof theaction.

So,too,didthemanufacturersand
itwasn’tlongbeforeMAN,Volvo
andMercedes-Benzwerespending
seriousmoneyonwinning.Trueto
form,manufacturermoneydrove
outtheprivateersandtheadventof
anFIA-sanctionedchampionship
alsohadtheeffectof streamlining
racemeetings,bydispensingwith
thestandaloneracesforeachclass
andanall-infinal,plusco-driver
races,andenforcingasmaller
timetableof races.Thefestival
atmospherewasgone.

Mercedeswasthekeyspender,
makingitstruckracingteam
asslickasitsDTM
operation,
and

driversfromsportscars,touring
carsandmotorcycleracingwere
behindthewheel.

“Theyweregoodtimes,”
remembersformermotorcycle
racerandtruckracingfavourite
SteveParrish.“Mercedestookit
veryseriouslyandwehadsome
greatengineersandgooddrivers,
soitwasverycompetitive.Wewere
abletodoultra-fastenginechanges,
forexample,andtheyweregreat
timesbutIsupposeitwasinevitable,
giventhecosts,thattheycouldn’t
lastforever.”

Inevitably,thecoststooktheirtoll
andasthemanufacturersstartedto
driftaway,theprivateerskeptthe
seriesalive.TheFIAintroduceda
TruckRacingCommissionandit,
alongwiththeeffortsof FIArace
directorTonyIddon,workedonfinding
datesandkeepingacalendaralive.

For2016,though,apromoter
wasfinallyappointed.ETRA,the
EuropeanTruckRacingAssociation,
isheadedbyGeorgFuchs,formerly
withSRO,andRolf Werner,with
theGermangoverningbodyADAC
asamajorstakeholder.

“Theideacameoutof discussions
betweenthepromoters,”explains
Fuchs.“Manyof thepromotersinthe
championshiphadstrongeventsbut
theyallfeltthatthechampionshipas
awholecouldbestronger.Theyfelt
thatif theyallwerestakeholders,
eachwouldbeworkingforthesame
aim.Intheend,though,itdidn’t
workoutthatwaybutwehadbeen
soinvolvedthatwefeltitwasworth
takingthechallengeanddoingthe
jobourselves.”

AlthoughtheFIAratifies
thecalendarand
regulations,

Big grids have returned to FIA trucks The on-track action is all thrills

THE BIG RIGS READY TO MAKE A BIG SPLASH
New promoters are revolutionising the European truck racing scene. By David Addison

ETRAisinchargeof the
organisational,sporting,commercial
andmarketingmattersandthe
signsarepositiveafteryearone.

“Wehadsomedifficulties, like
somebadweatherforafewevents,”
saysFuchs,“butonthewholeitwas
apositiveseason.Wehavelearnta
fewthingsalongthewayandtriedto
takeallthepositivesof thepastand
buildonthem,aswellasintroducing
someideasof ourown.”

Amongstthenewideasisthe
ChallengersCup,whichallows
entrantstocomeandgoonarace-by-
racebasisratherthancommittingto
theentireseason,andafanvillage
thatisthehomeof post-racepodium
ceremoniesandpressconferences
thattakesthedriverstothecrowd.

“Wefoundthatwasasuccess,”
saysFuchs.“Thefansloveitand
thedriverslikeitastheyareright
intheheartof thepaddock.”

And if you want proof that
truck racing is alive and well, look
at some of the key events on the
calendar. The Nurburgring Truck
Grand Prix commanded 120,000
fans last season with truck parades
and displays on and off the track,
and it is a significant shop window
for the major manufacturers. The
paddock, full of people, played host
to trade stalls and VIP hospitality
as the leading truck builders
showed their wears. Le Mans,
the venue for the season finale,
is another to bring a huge
crowd, with races
for the

French Championship making a
busy weekend of action.

“Truckracingappealstothewhole
family,”saysracerEllenLohrwhois
oneof thebestambassadorsyou
couldfindforthesport.“Whenthe
GermanTruckGrandPrixclashed
withtheF1GrandPrixoneyear,we
hadmorepeopleatthetrucksthan
theydidforthecars!Oureventsare
morethanjustracing.Wemakesure
thattherearethingshappeningon
andoff thetrackallweekend,the
paddockisopenandthesportison
theupagain.Itisoneof themost
spectacularformsof motorsport
andweneedtoemphasisethat.”

ETRAarrangedlivetelevision
coverageforselectedeventsin2016,
withahighlightsprogrammeof all
rounds,andthatisanareathatis
underreviewforexpansionin2017.
Withentriesup,andanumberof new
driversandteamscomingintothe
championshipin2016,withtopBrit
RyanSmithamongthem,thesigns
areall lookinggoodforthefuture.

Anditisnotjustthesportthathas
evolved,itistherigsthemselves.
Fromtheroad-goingtrucksthatleft
theircargointhepaddockandwent
racinginthe’80s,thesearenow
purpose-builtracersthatarelike
hugetouringcars,especiallythe
bonnetedtrucks.Theyarelower,
morestableandhavestiffer
suspensionthantheirearlier
cousins,butthathasn’tdecreasedthe

spectacle.With1200bhpengines, and 
amaximumof 13-litres,these mighty 
monstersdo0-60mphinfiveseconds 
andthe30mph-100mphspeed is 
aroundsevensecondswhichputs 
themonaparwithaPorsche911 GT3. 
Impressivestuff.

Withapan-Europeancalendar 
againfor2017,includingarepeat 
hook-upwiththeBlancpainGT 
SeriesSprintCupatHungaroring in 
Augustanditslivetelevision
package,Fuchsisoptimisticof  
furtherprogressfornextseason.

“For2017wenowhavetocontinue 
tocommunicatewhatagreat
championshipthisisfromthe 
pointof viewof theevents,the fan 
entertainmentandthesynergy’s 
thatalsocombineracingand
industry.Wewilldothisasateam 
acrossallmediaandensurethat 
theteams,drivers,partnersand 
fansenjoyastrengthenedand 
prosperousfuturetogether.

“Ouraimistogetmore
manufacturersinterestedagain in 
theETRC.If wecontinuetodevelop 
theproductthenIamconfident 
theywillstarttocomeagainand 
wecanaimtowardstakingit
somewhereclosetoits1990speak.”

Withgridsgrowing,morenew 
driversenteringandateamof  people 
pushingforitsfuture,European 
truckracingislookingstronger 
thanithasformanyyears.Ithas 
certainlycomealongway…

Photos: Richard Kienberger/FIA ETRC

FIA grids are 
expanding

INSIGHT: EURO TRUCK RACING

Trackside crowds are huge
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SALUTING THE OVAL OFFICERS
There were some fierce battles on the ovals. By Matt James and Colin Casserley

Photos: mkpics.net and Colin Casserley
HIGHLIGHTS: SHORT OVAL HITS

T
he short 
oval racing 
scene in this 
country is 
remarkably 
strong, 

with a host of  high-profile 
events across all formulas 
bringing thousands of  
fans trackside. They 
are fought out between 
hundreds of  drivers.

With venues up and down 
the country, there are a host 
of  big titles to battle for 
in the United Kingdom. 

Here, we look back at some 
of  the highlights of  the 
2016 season.

What: National Hot Rod 
European Championship
When: April 9/10
Where: Lochgelly, Fife, 
Scotland
Winner: Carl Waller-Barrett
What happened: There 
was chaos at the first start 
when Carl Waller-Barrett, 
Chris Haird and Glenn Bell 
tried to go into the opening 
turn together. The resulting 
collision caused a red flag. 
On the restart, Kym Weaver 
worked his way to the front 
before his car broke. That 
allowed Waller-Barrett 
back into the lead and he 
was able to escape a dice 
between Bell and Haird.

What: National Hot Rod points finale
When: May 30
Where: Foxhall Heath, Ipswich
Title winner: Carl Waller-Barrett
Danny Fiske won the event, but all eyes were 
on the fight further back. Title rivals Shane 
Bland and Carl Waller-Barrett blasted out of 
the final bend side-by-side to cross the line 
in a virtual dead heat. Waller-Barrett’s 
transponder had packed in, leaving it down 
to the scorer and stewards to judge who’d 
got to the line first. They were unanimous 
in declaring Waller-Barrett ninth and 
champion by a single point – over Bland. 

What: BriSCA F1 European Championship
When: July 17
Where: Northampton
Winner: Dan Johnson
The closed grid in the European final often 
causes a few early-race incidents and this 
year was no exception. It allowed Shaun 
Webster to open up a sizable lead in the 
early stages, but a mid-race yellow flag 
bunched the field and Dan Johnson 
took advantage to barge his way into 
the lead around the halfway point. Johnson 
held on for the victory.

What: National Hot Rod Thunder 500
When: June 18
Where: Foxhall Heath, Ipswich
Winner: Shane Murray
Already a world title holder in two-litre 
Hot Rods, Shane Murray was a relative 
newcomer to the top flight in Nationals.  
He had started a campaign in his 
homeland of Northern Ireland, but didn’t 
have enough points for a slot in the World 
Final. Instead, he opted for the Thunder 
500 and took the title after a great scrap 
with Billy Wood. Carl Waller-Barrett 
took third position.

What: BriSCA F1 World Final
When: September 3
Where: Coventry Stadium
Winner: Frankie Wainman Jr
After battling with Frankie Wainman Jr 
and Mat Newson in the early stages, Dan 
Johnson opened up a lead on his rivals. But 
as he got into the backmarkers, a couple 
of them tangled in front of him. Johnson 
had nowhere to go and collided with the 
lapped cars, puncturing his front-offside 
tyre. Wainman Jr capitalised on Johnson’s 
misfortune to win. 

What: BriSCA F1 British 
Championship
When: June 11
Where: Skegness Stadium
Winner: Frankie Wainman Jr
After a few lean years, by his standards, 
Frankie Wainman Jr was rejuvenated in 
2016. It was far from an easy victory for 
Wainman, who was involved in a first-bend 
pile-up but, as a rain shower hit the 
track during the race, Wainman showed 
his prowess and he nursed the car 
around to pick up his eighth British 
championship title.

What: National Hot Rod National 
Championship
When: August 5-7
Where: Hednesford Hills, Cannock
Winner: Adam Hylands
Although he didn’t win a heat, former 
European champion Adam Hylands 
grabbed pole for the National title event 
and dominated the final. The Northern 
Irish racer had some scares through 
some obstinate traffic late on in the 
race, but did enough to fend off Carl 
Waller-Barrett and Rob McDonald.

What: National Hot Rod World Final
When: July 2/3
Where: Foxhall Heath, Ipswich
Winner: Adam Maxwell
Adam Maxwell continued his form 
from his title-winning domestic 
Northern Irish campaign to line up on 
pole. He fended off Derek Martin initially, 
but was then hunted down by Shane 
Murphy. The pair were dicing through 
traffic when they made contact in turn 
three, which pitched Murphy into the wall 
and out of the race. Maxwell won despite 
a deflating tyre.

What: National Series Shootout final
When: October 30
Where: Belle Vue, Manchester
Winner: Rob Speak
The 12-meeting series culminated in 
a thrilling last round. Nigel Green had 
led going into the final round, but he 
suffered gearbox problems in the 
meeting heats and was outscored by 
Rob Speak. Going into the last race, 
both drivers were still in with a shout 
of winning but Green’s gearbox failed 
again handing the title to Speak. 



DanRooke
Age:19Lives:Holsworthy,Devon
2016:CitroenDS3.MSABritish
RallycrossChampion (threewins,
LyddenHill x2 /Belgium),Eighthat
British roundofRXLitesCup
2015:CitroenAX.MSABritish
SuperNationalRallycrossChampion
(twowins,LyddenHill x2)
2014:CitroenAX.Third inBTRDA
ClubmansRallycrossChampionship
eventatCrofton rallycrossdebut
2013:CitroenAX.ASWMCUnder-21
AutocrossChampion
2012:CitroenAX.MSABritish
AutocrossChampion
2011:Competed in localgymkhanas
(autotests)butwithapassengerdue
tohisage(13)
2005-2010Started local karting
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W
hen
autocross
driver Dan
Rooke
finished his
first ever
rallycross

event,aClubmansChampionship
roundinNovember2014,hehad
nofurtherplanstocompetein
thesport.

Theoutinghadbeenaone-off end
of seasonbitof funthathadresulted
inasurprisepodiumfinish.

LessthantwoyearslatertheDevon
driverisnowthetalkof thesportin
theUK.Hebecametheyoungestever
MSABritishRallycrosschampion,
evenbeforetheconclusionof hisfirst
seasoninSupercar.

Itreallyiswhatdreamsaremadeof.
But,whileRooke’sfirsttwoyears

inrallycrosshaveresultedintitle-
winningcampaigns,winning
championshipsfirsttimeoutwas
nothingnewtothe19-year-old.

Havingdabbledwithkartingat
localclublevel,Rookebegan
competinginautocrossage14,and
wontheMSABritishAutocross
titleathisfirstattempt.

“Iusedtowatchvideosof mydad
rallyinganEscortCosworthinthe
TarmacchampionshipwhenIwas
akid.Thatreallyinspiredme,”
saysRooke,whoseskillsbehind
thewheelhavebeenundoubtedly
helpedbyhavingracedinkarts,
autocrossandbetweenthetwo
gymkhanasandautotests.That
gavehimarangeof skillson
differentsurfaces–something
thatisinvaluableforrallycross.

DespitewinningtheSuperNational
Championshipin2015,thestepto
Supercarforanydriverfromlower
categoriesisalargeone,butRooke

tookitinhisstrideatthestartof this
season.Hesampledthe600bhpfour-
wheeldriveCitroenDS3loanedtohis
familyteambymultiplechampion
PatDoranonanairfieldbeforethe
firstround.

“Itfelt likeittookalongtimeto
adapttothecaratthefirsttestday,”
headmits.“Ididn’tknowhowit
wouldhandleanditwasquitescary
howfastitwentfromAtoB,asI’m
sureeveryonesayswhentheytrya
Supercarforthefirsttime.But,come
thelastcouplerunsIgotintoa
rhythm.Goingintothefirstround,I
knewhowtodrivethecaralittlebit,
butthelearningcurvewasstilla
hugeone.”

Anuninformedonlookerwouldn’t
haveknownitwasRooke’smaiden
eventinaSupercarattheseason
openeratCroft,whereheledthe
finalbrieflyandfinishedsecond,
butitwasthroughtheyearthatthe
graduatingdriverimpressedfurther.
Constantlyimprovinghispace,he
dominatedthefifthroundinBelgium
inJuly,thesecondof threevictories.

Thenatthecloseof theyear,atthe
MSARallycrossGrandPrix,Rooke
keptexperiencedracerandLD
Motorsportsteam-mateLiamDoran
honestthroughouttheentireevent,
Doranracingacurrent-specification
WorldRXCitroenagainstRooke’s
version,whichlastwasracedatthe
toplevelin2014.

Rookeputshisimprovementnot
onlydowntotimeinthecar,butto
lessonslearnedthroughuseof an
onboardcameraandperformance
metersystem.“I’dneverworked
withasystemlikeVBoxbefore,but
I’velearnthowitworksandwhere
youcanfindgains,”hesays.“I’dsay
that’sprobablyresponsibleforalot
of thepacethatI’vefoundthis

Ihavetoholdmyhandsupand
admit I was wrong.What Dan 
Rooke achieved in winning the 
SuperNational title in 2015 was 
remarkable. 

But, having won the two-wheel-
drive crown in a converted 
autocross car at his first attempt, 
where should he go next? With 
little budget, what the family 

teamcouldmusterwouldhaveto
be spent wisely. 

I was asked for my opinion, so I 
made introductions to leading 
European Championship 
Super1600 teams, and left them to 
it. Rooke’s discussions went as far 
as him testing a Set Promotion 
Renault Twingo in Italy. I 
genuinely believed that the best 

optionforthenewcomertoattract
more funding and to further his 
career, was by  racing in Europe. 

I just couldn’t see how the family 
team would find the budget to even 
consider racing in Supercar. That 
wasn’t taking into consideration 
the generosity that Pat Doran 
showed to Rooke this year by 
lending him a Supercar. 

But,evenwhenIfoundoutat
the 2015 British RX awards night 
that Rooke would remain in 
British RX, in the top class, I had 
my doubts. 

How would someone so 
inexperienced fare at that level, 
and regardless of  his 
achievements, would the national 
scene provide enough exposure to 

attract therequiredattentionto
further his career? 

The answer is now of  course 
clear. It was absolutely the 
correct decision for Rooke to 
take up Doran’s offer. He 
performed impeccably this year 
and is a name on the lips of  many, 
both inside and out of  rallycross.

Hal Ridge

Rooke celebrates title win

season, it really helps me to see 
where I can improve on a lap.”

Alongside his successful British 
RX assault, Rooke worked as a spotter 
in the World Championship for 
Doran in the first half  of  the year, 
and also made an appearance in the 
World RX supporting RX Lites Cup at 
Lydden Hill with the OlsbergsMSE 
team. But, despite arriving at the 
event having never been beaten at
the Kent circuit, Rooke didn’t make 
the final.

“I thought it would be reasonably 
easy coming from a left-hand drive 
sequential gearbox in the Supercar 
to the Lites car, because they are 
similar but with less power,” he says. 
“I found it a lot, lot harder to get 
settled into. The Lites don’t have the 
power to pull you out of  mistakes, so 
you have to be really smooth. I was 
disappointed with the result, but it 

helped me to be smoother as the 
season went on, and I think that 
knowledge, and what I learned from 
being at World RX events this year, 
has taught me some useful stuff  for 
the future.”

You won’t find a more relaxed 
driver in a rallycross Supercar 
paddock, but Rooke says that aside 
from working on the practical and 
financial plans of  competing in 2017, 
he’s planning to be better prepared 
himself  too. “I tend to be fairly chilled 
out during events, until I get in the 
car to go to the grid, that’s the time 
where I try to completely zone 
everything out and really focus. 
But, apart from that and looking at 
the VBox, I don’t really have a lot of  
preparations that I do. I’m starting 
to do some physical training now for 
the winter, which will help me next 
year. I’m already planning warm-up 
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Rooke made the right decision to jump up to the top Supercar Rallycross class this year 

INTERVIEW: DAN ROOKE

stuff  to do on race day, just to give me 
a bit of  an edge going into the races.”

Rooke’s title victory came in a year 
where British RX enjoyed a season of  
strong and competitive Supercar 
grids, and the reigning champion is 
hoping to defend his title and more 
next term. “Everything is budget 
dependant, and we’re working hard 
on that at the moment, but I want to 
come back and try to retain my title. 
Along with that, we’re hoping to do 
the World Championship round at 
Lydden, and possibly some European 
events too,” he says, acknowledging 
that there is another big step to take 
to move up again. 

“Being able to tell people what 
we’ve achieved when we’re talking 
to them about next year is a great 
feeling, so it’s really sunk in that we 
did it now. But, I know it’s another 
big step completely to race against 
guys in the World Championship. 
Around Lydden, where we both race, 
I’m about a second a lap off  their pace 
at the moment. With more testing 
and time in the car, that should come 
down. It’s definitely going to be a new 
level to find within myself. Petter 
Solberg has been my idol since I was 
a kid, so to race against him would 
be amazing. My dream is to win the 
World Championship in the future.”

Rooke’s time in rallycross may 
have come in just the right period. 
With the sport continuing to grow, 
under increasing exposure and 
commercial interest, there has never 
been a better time to try and form a 
career in rallycross. The step into 
international Supercar competition 
is a big one, but with more seat time 
and the correct machinery, you 
wouldn’t bet against this young 
driver makinganameforhimself
at the next leveltoo.

says...

 THE KING OF THE CASTLE

HalRidgespeakstotheBritishRallycrosschampion
CV
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SPORTING SCENE

ByMattJames

Thefutureof racingatCoventry
Stadiumhasbeenthrowninto
doubtasanewdisputehas
eruptedbetweenthecircuit
operatorandthecircuitowners.

Someof thestadiumfurniture,
includingtheshalesurface,the
floodlightsandseating,havebeen

removedbytheoperator,whoclaims
heownstheitemsinquestion.

Thefutureof thecircuithadbeen
indoubtduring2016withthesaleof
theland,butracingfanswereassured
thatthetrackwouldremain
operationaldespitethemovements
inthebackground.

Nowthislatestdevelopmentmeans
thatthetrackisunsuitableforuseby

racers,includingtheCoventryBees
Speedwayteamandstockcars,and
thereisuncertaintyastohowlongit
wouldtaketorestorethetracktoan
operationalstate.

Astatementbytheowners,Brandon
Estates,read:“Fanshavebeenassured
previouslythesportissafefornext
year.Thatwasthecaseatthetimethe
assurancewasgivenandalwaysthe

hopeof thelandlords.Howeverthe
extentof thedamagetothesitehas
leftitspresentconditionincapable
of hostingspeedway.

“BrandonEstatesLtdcannot
commentonwhypeopledecidedtotrash
thesite.Suchconductwasashockto
BrandonEstatesLtd.Havingseenthe
siteinitscurrentstate,BrandonEstates
representativesfeelutterlydevastated.”

Coventry is facing
some uncertainty

Scott to step up to Super
1600 rallycross category
Swift Sport Rallycross
Championship race winner
Darren Scott will graduate to
the Super1600 category in the
British Rallycross Championship
next season in a Citroen C2.

The 35-year-old, who has been
planning to step up to the European-
specification category for some
time, also plans to race in selected
rounds of the European or French
Championships, driving the car
prepared by JAM Motorsport and
Satchell Engineering.

“It’s taken a year of talking and
planning but I’m happy that it’s
all come together,” said Scott, who
missed much of the 2016 season.

“I’m looking forward to the 2017
season in British RX and we’re
planning to try and compete in some
rounds of either the European or
French Championships too. Racing
in Super1600 has been a goal of mine
for a few years now and with the
help of Pirtek Medway and my
other sponsors, it’s now possible.”

The British Championship begins
on March 19 at Croft.

Photos: Colin Casserley, Hal Ridge and mkpics.net

Scott’s Pirtek-backed C2 machine
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Stadium infrastructure removed in a row over the circuit’s viability

DISPUTE PUTS A DOUBT 
ON COVENTRY’S FUTURE

Dates released for National Hot Rod 2017 season
The dates have been released for 
National Hot Rod meetings over 
the next 12 months, with the 
showpiece Spedeweekend 
meeting confirmed on July 1/2.

The season runs from July to July 
with a winter break. The second 
part of  the 2016-2017 campaign 
kicks off  at Birmingham on 
March 4, and the final round of  
the competition is on May 28.

The new season, the 2017-2018 
contest, begins at Aldershot on 
July 23, three weeks after the 
World Final at Spedeweekend.Ipswich will host the 

World Final on July 1/2

CALENDAR

DATE ROUND PLACE
March4 Round8 Birmingham
March26 Round9 Wimbledon
April1/2 EuropeanChampionship Lochgelly
April14 Round10 Northampton
April17 Round11 Ipswich
May1 Round12 Hednesford
May14 Round13 Aldershot
May28 Round14 Northampton

One offs
DATE ROUND PLACE
June 18 Thunder 500 Ipswich
July 1/2 Spedeweekend Ipswich
August 4-6 National Championship Hednesford

2017-2018 season, part one
DATE ROUND PLACE
July 23 Round  1 Aldershot
August 28 Round 2 Ipswich
Sept 23 Round 3 Birmingham
Sept 30 Round 4 Northampton
Oct 15 Round 5 Hednesford
Oct 21 Round 6 Ipswich
Nov  5 Round 7 Hednesford

National Hot Rods English dates 2016-2017 season
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The two big stories that will rock 20

Ben Lawrence, aged seven and a half, has a future in motorsport media with a shot like this

‘Rubber Duck’ snapped Martin Dalzell

Some VW Cup thrills, by Mark Lanyon

Mark Winstone braved the mud...

Samarth Kanal’s photo of the big rigs

JarvoPix has a Jean Alesi love affair...

Greg Tomkins went to Rallyday

Richard Campbell’s shot of Finlay Crocker

The Ford GTs at Silverstone by Graham Dally

Anthony Knight took this excellent shot at the BTCC showdown at Brands Hatch

Matt Shinnors’ snowy photograph

Matt James and Carl Faux brave the 
shave at Silverstone, by Lee Fraser

ART EDITOR MIKE STOKOE’S
FAVOURITE OF 
THE WEEK!

There will be two headline stories in the 2017 season, and one will revolve around a particular driver and the other about a particular team. The 
outcome of both of these plots could well be the talking point of the year ahead.

Firstly, there is the excellent news that Sebastien Ogier has plumped for M-Sport to continue his World Rally Championship career. This will not only be a new 
journey for the WRC dominator, it is also a stern test for the Cumbrian team itself. Malcolm Wilson has said that the new-for-2017 Ford Fiesta will be among the 
fastest cars in the championship. With Ogier in the seat, we will see if Wilson’s proclamations are true. There will be nowhere to hide for the British team, and this 
could be the impetus that returns M-Sport to the very top of the tree.

Alongside that, Mercedes is on the cusp of a very important decision that could make or break a driver’s career. Despite rule changes, Mercedes will have the 
best car on the grid in 2017 and whoever it decides to employ as its new driver alongside Lewis Hamilton, the man at the controls will have no excuse either. It will 
be the prime seat in the best car  and will be compared to Hamilton. Whoever takes the drive will have a huge spotlight placed upon him.
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

There are some huge plots ready to unfold in both the WRC and F1 in the year ahead

YOUR PICS MN.LETTERS@HAYMARKET.COM
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Shortonaclub racing fixduring
thewinterbreak?There’sa
seasonreviewof theFunCup
ChampionshiponMotorsTVthis
afternoon,withall thebestbits from
the2016campaign.With teams
competing in identicalVolkswagen
Beetlemachinery, thisyear’s
calendarconsistedofseven
enduranceracesatsix venues,
whileplentyof the teamsalso
headedtoSpa-Francorchamps for
theannualFunCup25Hours race

(Wednesday,1515-1650hrs).
There’smoreonoffer this

evening, too,withanotherClassic
F1viewing foryour fancy
(Wednesday,2100-2145hrs,Sky
SportsF1).Thisevening’spick is
the1991SpanishGrandPrix,
which featuredaclassicscrap
betweenWilliamsandFerrari in
changeableconditions.Ayoung
mancalledMichaelSchumacher
wasalsoprominent in the race,and
began toshowthesortof formthat

would lead tohimbecominga
householdname.

And forone final rallying fixof the
year,highlights fromtheKillarney
HistoricStagesearlier thismonth
arealsoavailable.With41historic
starters inahostofmachinery–
fromFordEscortMk2s to
Sunbeams–thesevenstagesof
actionare just the trick tocureany
post-Christmasblues for fansof
sidewaysactionout there (Friday,
1825-1925hrs,MotorsTV).

LISTINGSTV GUIDE

MEEKE’S BEST CHANCE?
WHAT TO WATCH
NEXT
YEAR

THE OTHER MAN WHO
BEAT HAMILTON

PLUS:ALLTHE USUAL NEWS,VIEWS AND REPORTS

MN’S CONTRIBUTORS PICK OUT 
NEXT SEASON’S MUST-SEE EVENTS

DANNY WATTS PICKS OUT HIS FINEST 
MOMENTS AFTER ANNOUNCING 
HIS RETIREMENT

RALLYING
FRIDAY 
DECEMBER 30

Shackleton,
County Derry, 
Northern Ireland
MCM Turkey Run Rally
Starts 0930 
Admission TBA
Web maidencitymotorclub.com

Listings correct at time of 
press . Please check with 
event organisers before 
travelling to events

NEXT WEEK                         OUT WEDNESDAY JANUARY 4 2017

THE FULL STORY ON CITROEN’S 2017 WRC CAR REVEAL

Killarney Historic is on television
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MITSUBI
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HOSPITALITY ASSISTANCE

Wanted; Active couple to help with the smooth

running of the paddock social hub of our Historic

Formula Ford Race Series. To assist in the set up & 

knock down nine weekend events per season.

Travel costs, race tickets, overnight expenses and pay
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Andrew Mansell 01582 881503
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ESCORT PARTS SPECIALISTS

RACESUITS

OMP First Evo ......................... 325.00
OMP First S .............................. 245.00
Sparco Sprint RS-2.1 ............... 275.00
Sparco Victory RS-5 ................. 495.00
Alpinestar Delta  ........................ 249.00

RACEBOOTS

Sparco Top SH-5 ...................... 120.00
Sparco Slalom RB-3 ................... 83.00
OMP First S ................................. 85.00
Alpinestars SP ............................. 90.00

GLOVES

Sparco Land RG-3.1 ................... 45.00
OMP First S ................................. 45.00
OMP EVO.................................... 60.00
Alpinestars Tech 1Start ............... 47.00

UNDERWEAR

OMP Nomex Top......................... 50.00
OMP Nomex Pants...................... 43.00
OMP Balaclava............................ 20.00
Nomex Socks.............................. 12.00

HELMETS / HANS

Stilo WRC DES..............................POA
Stilo ST5R Rally.............................POA
Stilo Trophy DES...........................POA
Simpson Rally ........................... 475.00
Simpson Hybrid Sport .............. 440.00
Simpson Hans III....................... 215.00
Sparco Helmet Box..................... 40.00
TRS Helmet Hammock ............... 28.00
Stand 21 Hans Device .............. 185.00
Hans III Device .......................... 225.00

HARNESSES

Sabelt 75mm 6pt Clubman (FIA) 90.00
TRS 4pt (FIA)............................... 78.00
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TRS 6pt Hans Only Magnum (FIA) . 96.00
TRS 6pt Hans Only Superlite (FIA) 125.00
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Peltor Eliminator.......................... 40.00
Peltor Open Face headset .......... 85.00
Peltor Full Face Headset............. 79.00
Stilo WRC 03 intercom..................POA
Stilo DG-10 intercom.....................POA
Stilo Trophy intercom....................POA
Stilo Practice Headset ...................POA

LIFELINE FIRE SYSTEMS

Fire Marshal 4Ltr Mech system. 170.00
Int 4 Ltr electric system............. 335.00
Zero 360 3kg Electric ................ 535.00
Hand Held 1.75 Ltr...................... 40.00
Zero 360 2kg hand held ............ 200.00

SEATS

OMP Champ-R.......................... 239.00
OMP HTE-R 400........................ 395.00
Sparco Pro 2000 LF .................. 395.00
Sparco Circuit LF ...................... 339.00
Sparco Evo ................................ 279.00

Sparco Sprint ............................ 150.00
Alloy seat mounts........................ 35.00
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ACCESSORIES

Don Barrow Potis ................from 97.00
Avanti Map Lights................from 21.00
Co-Pilote Stopwatch ................... 80.00
Fastime 2 Stopwatch .................. 15.00
OMP Brief Bag ............................ 25.00
Sparco Director Bag ................... 32.00

CORSA PARTS

TRANSMISSION

Quaife F13/15
Synchromesh 5sp................... 1450.00
Gear Kit with Final Drive Ratio 4.5-4.8
Quaife GM Gear Lever .............. 345.00
Helix Paddle Clutch Platesfrom 125.37
F15 L.S.D Unit (Plate Type)....... 450.00

BRAKE COMPONENTS
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Balance Bar Pedal Box (GrpA) . 195.00
Dash Adjuster Click Type............ 30.00
Girling Reservoir.......................... 16.00
Alloy Handbrake Kit .................. 120.00

MITSUBISHI 
PARTS

Evo 7/8/9 Front Wing ................... £295
Evo 9 Front Bumper Skin............. £195
Evo 9 Rear bumper Skin.............. £300
Evo 9 Front Splitter ...................... £185
Evo 9 Front Driveshaft.................. £345
Evo 9 Rear driveshaft ................... £235
Evo 9 Rear Inner joint .................. £235
Evo 9 Long Wheel Stud ................... £2
Evo 9 Front Lower Suspension Arm .... £105

SAFETY COMPONENTS

Sparco 16pt Roll Cage.............. 550.00
Safety Devices CDS Weld In Cage 535.00

INSTRUMENTS

Stack Electrical Oil Pressure ....... 60.00

Stack Electrical Water Temp ....... 42.00
Stack Voltmeter ........................... 34.00
Stack Clubman Tachometer ..... 190.00
Stack Integrated Dash Display . 725.00
Additional Stack Gauges in Stock

TRIPMETERS

Terratrip 101 plus ...................... 105.00
Terratrip Retro............................ 169.00
Brantz Int 2 Pro S ...................... 170.00
Brantz rally timer ....................... 100.00
Monit Q-10 ................................ 155.00
Monit Q-20 ................................ 185.00
Monit G-100............................... 340.00
Monit G-200............................... 433.00

FUEL PUMPS
AND ACCESSORIES

Weber 45 DCOE........................ 265.00
Red Top Competition Pump Kit .. 68.50
Red Top Pump ............................ 58.00
Sytec Injection Pump.................. 70.00
Injection Fuel Pump Kit ............. 325.00
Filter King .................................... 42.00
Fuel Sampling Kit ........................ 65.00
Millers CVL .................................... 6.50
Millers CVL Turbo.......................... 8.75
Pro Boost .................................... 12.00

STEERING WHEELS

OMP Corsica Steering Wheel ... 110.00
OMP WRC Steering Wheel ....... 105.00
OMP Steering Wheel Hub...from 35.00
Works Type Deep Dished S/Wheel . 103.00
Dished Steering Wheel ............... 85.00
Semi Dished Steering Wheel ...... 85.00
Flat Steering Wheel ..................... 85.00

WHEELS

Revolution Grp4 4 Spoke....from 76.00
Revolution Grp4 5 Spoke....from 89.37
Minilite 13” Wheels ..............from 80.00

ESCORT PARTS

SUSPENSION AND STEERING

Bilstein Grp4 Adj Strut............... 175.00
Alloy Spring Seat (1” deep) .......... 9.00
Alloy Spring Seat (3” deep) ........ 16.00

Alloy Lock Ring ............................. 8.00
Alloy Top Cap (D-hole)................ 12.00
Alloy C Spanner .......................... 12.00
Bilstein 300/70 Insert................... 95.00
Bilstein 300/100 Insert................. 95.00
Alloy Top Mount (2pc, Grp4)....... 72.00
Alloy Top Mount Nut+Spacer....... 8.00
Electric Power Steering Kit........ 600.00
H/D Bronze Bush Steering Rack 255.00
Grp4 Steering Joint Cast ............ 15.00
Gen Ford Grn Track Rod End..... 30.00
In Situ R/J Gen Ford TCA Kits... 150.00
In Situ R/J Q/H TCA Kits ............. 75.00
Grp4 Tension Strut Kit ............... 325.00
Bilstein Grp1 Rear Damper......... 95.00
Bilstein Grp4 Rear Turret............. 90.00
Bilstein Coil Over Damper......... 146.00
Watts Linkage Kit Atlas ............. 225.00

AXLE AND
TRANSMISSION

F/F Grp4 Atlas Axle Casing.from 450.00
Grp1 Atlas Axle Casing .....from 425.00
Grp1 2pc Halfshaft (18 tooth) ... 110.00
Grp4 F/F Halfshaft (18 tooth) .... 130.00
Grp1 Halfshaft Flange................. 77.00
Grp4 Halfshaft Flange................. 70.00
ZF Motorsport L.S.D Unit ........ 1500.00
Gripper Atlas L.S.D ................... 635.00
ZF Side Gear............................... 85.00
Ford C.W.P 5.1 & 4.6 Set .......... 265.00
Ford C.W.P 5.3 & 4.9 Set .......... 375.00
Tran-X Club Gearkit 5spd.......... 750.00
Tran-X English L.S.D ................. 420.00

BRAKE PARTS

Mk2 Bias Pedal Box (cable)...... 250.00
Mk2 Bias Pedal Box (hyd)......... 300.00
Mk1 Bias Pedal Box (hyd)......... 300.00
Tube Adjuster .............................. 29.00
Flexible Click Dash Adjuster ....... 30.00
Ap & Girling Reservoir................. 16.00
Alloy Pro Hyd Handbrake Kit .... 120.00
Hyd Handbrake Kit...................... 52.00
Ralloy Vertical Handbrake......... 116.00
Master Cylinder .625, .700, .750. 45.00
Alcon 13” Front Brake Kit.......... 950.00
(inc 267 x 21 disc, disc bell, alloy 4pt caliper)

Alcon 15” Front Brake Kit........ 1100.00
(inc 304 x 28 disc, disc bell, alloy 4pt caliper)

ALLOY PRODUCTS

Alloy Tarmac Arches Mk2 set.... 265.00
Alloy Front Spoiler....................... 65.00
Alloy Front Arch........................... 70.00
Alloy Front Arch (15” Wheel) ...... 80.00
Alloy Rear Tarmac Arch............... 75.00
Alloy Shaped Tank + Filler ....... 173.00
Fuel Tank Fitting Kit + Straps ..... 80.00
Alloy Dry Sump Tank................. 100.00
Rear Lamp Protectors ................. 14.00
Alloy Strut Brace ......................... 52.00
Alloy Sumpguard
(8mm chassis mtd) ................... 225.00
Alloy radiator ............................. 215.00
Pace Ford Duratec Dry Sump Kit . 950.00
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MARKETPLACE

Specialists in Bespoke Products for Classic & Sports Cars

Race & Rally Marquees to Suit all Budgets 3x3m to 6m Hexagon

Steel and Alloy Frame, Clubman to Professional, Printing Available Multi-Layer Indoor
& Outdoor Breathable Car Covers for Classic & Moderns

Luxury Car Covers, Indoor & Outdoor Breathable Materials Printed Barriers & Flags,

Entrance Mats, Minilite Wheels Many More useful products for Modern,

Classic & Race Cars

www.hamilton-motorsport.com
Email: office@hamiltonclassic.co.uk | Tel: +44(0)118 973 7300

DID YOUKNOW?
75%of our readers havebeen reading
for longer than5years. Advertising in
MotorsportNewshelps youput your
advert in front of a loyal audiencewho

trust the title.
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PRG Trailers | Cheshire | UK | Tel: +44 (0) 1270812402

Web: www.prgtrailers.co.uk | Email: info@prgtrailers.co.uk

Fieldfare Trailer Centre, Salisbury.
With over 15 years of experience in dealing with
trailers, we know a thing or two about them.
Our expert and professional advice will help you
find the right trailer for your requirements.
People come from all over the country to see our
extensive range for a number of different uses.
* Sales * Trailer Hire * Servicing
* Repairs * Parts
Selection of used Brian James Trailers for sale

A-Max, 5.0m x 1.96m, 2.6t GVW, £1800 + vat
A-Max, 4.3m x 1.96m, 2.6t GVW, £1850 + vat
A-Max, 4.3m x 1.96m, 2.6t GVW, £2000 + vat
TT Tiltbed, 5.0m x 2.02m, 3.5t GVW, £2500 + vat
Covered A-Max, 4.24m x 1.94m x 1.52m high,
2.0t GVW, £3,495 no vat.

Sold to Competitors by Competitors !

The Trailer Warehouse, Ford Farm, Old Malthouse Lane, Ford, Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP4 6DR.

Tel: 01980 611853 info@fieldfaretrailers.co.uk www.fieldfaretrailers.co.uk

Ove
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ASI Stand: 6200
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T +44 (0)1327 308 833
For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office.

The benefit of a protective transport is always valued when moving
precious vehicles. Its now over 20 years since Brian James Trailers were
the first to design a stylish, light and durable enclosed trailer using a
GRP body construction, the original Race Shuttle.

The Race Transporter range is the third generation in the lineage and
for the double decade landmark in MY2017 trailers we have introduced
a host of new features, including a professional vehicle restraint system
as well as fresh external styling.

Choosing a Brian James Trailer as your enclosed transport solution has
always guaranteed black-and-white certainty.

Race Transporters are now available in Black or White.

Range starts from £ 6,750 + vat

BJT also offers a wide range of open trailers.
For more information on our trailer range or to find your nearest dealer
visit:

www.brianjames.co.uk/dealer

Black-and-White

Connected to you»

www.brianjames.co.uk
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DEVELOPED BY PROFESSIONALS, FOR PROFESSIONALS

All Woodford Trailers have full 
European Type Approval

We have been designing and building our extensive range of high-quality, 
adaptable vehicle trailers from our Northamptonshire home for over 20 years, 
selling at highly competitive prices to suit a wide range of requirements.  
Please get in touch with us to discuss your needs.

Tel: 01327 263384 � Mob: 07434 940 693
� E-mail: sales@woodfordtrailers.com 

� Web: www.woodfordtrailers.com

DEALERS WANTED 
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RACE AND RALLY PARTSENGINES

GEARBOXES

GEARBOXES

ENGINES

RACE WEARELECTRONICS

GEARBOXES

RACE AND RALLY PARTS

RACING WEAR

WHEELS & TYRES

RACING WEAR

RACE AND RALLY PARTS TRAILER & TRANSPORTERS

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:
Jonathan King Ben Kavanagh Katrina Renwick
Classified Team Leader Classified Advertising Production Controller
T: +44 (0) 208 267 5992 T +44 (0) 208 267 5389 T: +44 (0) 208 267 5823
E: jonathan.king@haymarket.com E benjamin.kavanagh@haymarket.com E: Katrina.renwick@haymarket.com

ENGINES RACE CARS

RACE AND RALLY PARTS

RACE AND RALLY PARTS

WEB DIRECTORY

TRAILER & TRANSPORTERS

TRAILER & TRANSPORTERS

Authorised stockists for:

and many more...

01527 908676 | www.phoenixautobulbs.co.uk

e-mail

northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com

or visit

northamptonmotorsport.com

t Performance Tuning Specialists

t 2WD Superflow Rolling Road,

1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity

t Life Racing and Omex Engine Management

tWeber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents

Plus much more, Contact us on

01604 766624

call: 0208 568 1172 visit: www.thinkauto.com

Oil cooling & plumbing specialists

www.demon-tweeks.co.uk

140,000 PRODUCTS ONLINE... MORE TO COME! THE BEST BRANDS WITH RAPID DELIVERY!

MOTORSPORT

Winning all over the world since 1973…

Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.

Including CXR, ML and MO

WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM
Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk
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Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 0LP

+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes

- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

Stock and custom made 

FiA Fuel Cells.

Short lead times. 

01527 521050

www.classicworldracing.co.uk




