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Chilton returns
to the B T

LOEB CAN WIN THE
DAKAR RALLY

By David Evans

Rallycross giants Mattias
Ekstrom and Petter Solberg
have challenged the FIA to
calltime on what they see
as dangerous and ‘stupid’
driving in the World
Rallycross Championship.

Both FTA World RX champions
talk in glowing terms about the
future of rallycross, but both fear
that future could be compromised
if the governingbody and the
series promoter doesn’t step up
and tackle questionable tactics
from certaindrivers.

Ekstrom told Motorsport News
heunderstood that some contact
was part of the sport, buthe
said this season has included
toomuch.

Ekstromsaid: “The contact is
notright but some peopledoit—
even though they know it’s going
toruinsomebody’srace. And
then they say they didn’t mean
todoitand don’texpectanything
tohappen. Come on! They knew
when they touched the bullet they
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Champions irate at what they
call “stupid” driving standards

would crash. If they don’tdo it,
everybody’s fine, but then they
doitanyway.

“Some guys don’t have a good
image in the paddock and it’s
usually those same three or four
guys who can’t behave.”

Solbergechoed those
sentiments. He said: “Something
hastochange now, what we had
thisyearisjustnotright. What
weneed is strongrules and fair
judgments, that’s what’s going
tobebest for the sport. Rallycross
isamazingandithasan
incredible future, but we
need these changes now.”

Ekstrom said he wanted to see
achangeof regulation witha
collective penalty system similar
totheoneinused in DTM.

Hesaid: “If youarearegular
driver in World RX you should
getone warning, then black flag.
Then for number three [warning]
it’'sagainblack flagand thisis
carried through the season. If
youdo somethingatthe next
race, it’sablack flagstraight away
—youhad your warningat the

startof theseason. Andif it
carriesonagainthenyouare
refused the start. If youare not
allowed to start one heat, this will
hurtyou. Startingheat twoon
zero points hurts, but if we have
this then people will stop doing
things. Weall wanttosee action,
butsome of what’s happeningis
notaction. It’s stupid.

“It’sreally the same as football:
if youare abad boy and get too
many yellow cards then you are
out for one game. That’s what
weneed.”

Ekstrom was at pains to point
outthathisconcern was wider
than just one or two on-track
incidentsand he added thathe
hadnoconcernsaboutthe
control of theracing.

“Wehave a goodrace director,”
hesaid. “Look at the percentages
for him gettingitrightand
wrong, it’s probably even better
herethaninDTM.”

The FIA’s governance of World
Rallycross comes under the off-
road commission, but Ekstrom
feels the time has come to change

J Larsson’s dramatic exit
B from Hockenheim




Ekstrom wants arule change

that. Hesaid: “Rallycross is
developingsofast, itneeds
itsown commission and its
ownrulestoliveand to
understand what is goingon
withthissport.”

The champion added astark
warning for both the FIA and
promoter saying: “If peopledon’t
take care of rallycrossandlook
after the development then
maybe we won’thavesuch a
bright future as we could have.

“IThave my wish list for
Christmasand one of them is
that [FIA president] Jean Todt
will take responsibility —once

Advertising enquiries: 0208 267 5865

Loeb wants an improvement in form for the 2017 campaign

you [the FIA] start the world
championship you [the FIA]
need tobe aware that it’srunning.
Everybody hastoup their game.
You see the driverlevel is going
up and the growth of teamsand
drivers isfasterthanthe
promoter and the FIA for the
moment. We have to convince
FIA and [series promoter] IMG
tokeep up, it’snot OK anymore
justtokeepthelevel you have.
The FIA has been the farmer of
the sport;Igrewupinthe
paddocks T know this. But we are
developing so fast now.
“Wearefightingfor the
audience, whether they are fans
atthetrack oronsocial media,
and if they don’t feel fantastic,
then they switch off. They make a
deal with their Sunday afternoon
totuneintorallycrossand we
have tomake it mega good or they
willnot come, they will go
elsewhere with their time.”
World Rallycross managing
director Paul Bellamy said
he could understand the
pointsraised.
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“When you have two world
championstalkingabout this
kind of thing, we have tolisten to
them,” Bellamy said. “But we also
havetolisten tothe other drivers.
ImustadmitIagree with what
Mattias and Petter are saying and
we are working very hard with
the FIA right on this subject.

“We will have more technology
coming intothe carsnextyear
which will deliver as much data
aspossibletotheracedirector
and the stewards. I agree that we
need consistency, but at the same
time, and as frustratingas this
canbe, sportis sportand when
you have every driver doing
absolutely everything in their
powerto get to that first corner
ahead, there will be incidents.

“Rallycrossisacontact sport
andfanslove thatelement of
drama. But, likeIsaid, Iseetheir
pointand they should rest
assured that we’renotrestingon
ourlaurels-we are working
tirelessly tomake sure World
Rallycross continues on its
currenttrajectory.”
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Solberg says he hasbeenonthe rogh end of
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ome dirty driving tacticsin 2016

Loeh aiming for a hetter start to his second World Rallycross challenge

Sebastien Loeb says Team Peugeot
Hansen has a winter of work ahead
to make the 208 WRX competitive
in time for next year’s FIA World

Rallycross Championship.

Loeb, who will return to the series
for a second successive season, says
he wants to see an improvement

in hisresultsin 2017.

“I have enjoyed the racing,” he
said. “ButIam not satisfied for

the results. We need to improve.
We need to improve the car. It was
not so bad, but I hope we can be
more competitive next year. We
need to have a better start and
when the track is slippery we are
missing some grip.

“We need to do a lot of work
through the winter to make sure
we are ready for next season. I want
to be able to get to next year and use

the experience I took this time.”
Loeb scored his only victory of
the World RX season in Latvia,
but was on the podium three more
times in the 12-round series —
including a third place at his
homeracein Loheac.

“The sensation is still really nice

fromrallycross,” added Loeb,

“Ilike the intensity on the startline,

thisis still incredible.”

HOW WORLD RALLYCROSS WAS WON » 2 JPAGE24
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Bottas: talks are
ongoing for Finn

Ocon is an outsider,
but is in the frame

THE FINAL FOUR

Mercedes set to promote one of these men to replace Rosberg in 2017

Wehrlein seems
second choice

ByRob Ladbrook

Mercedes is unlikely to announce
Nico Rosberg’s successor this
side of the New Year, but has
narrowed its search down to

four potential candidates.

The Anglo-German squad has been
left withlittletimeandadiminishing
pool of driverstochoosefrom tofill its
second seat after agreeingtoallow
world champion Rosbergout of his
contractand intoretirement.

With Hamilton already locked
intotheteamuntil atleast theend of
2018, Mercedes must decide whether
to promote someone from its young
driver roster, or negotiate amore

experiencedracer outof their contract.

With themajority of thefield already
signed up for next year, the latter

optionisprovingatough task.

Mercedesis understood to have
recently approached Williamstosign
ValtteriBottas, a driver managed
by Silver Arrows head Toto Wolff.
Mercedes reportedly offered a £10m
reduction on Williams’ engine supply
bill and the use of Pascal Wehrlein,
but the Grove team rejected that.

Mercedes is said to be working on
acounter offer.

However, three other drivers have
emerged as candidates for the seat—
Mercedes juniors Wehrlein and
Esteban Ocon, along
with Spaniard Carlos
SainzJr.

McLaren star

New driver will
join Hamilton

Sainz is a late tip,
and with Red Bull

Fernando Alonso ruled himself
outof the equation, telling McLaren
Technology Centre staff thathe

was committed to staying with the
Honda-powered team.

Wehrlein is the easiest option, but
Mercedes is unsure due to hisrelative
lack of grand prix experience. Ocon
isalsoinexperienced, and has already
signed a deal with Force India.
However, despite Wolff’s suggestion
thathe didn’t want to “interfere” with
driversalready in contract, Mercedes
could move to poach the Frenchman.

Sainzhas a contract with Toro
Rosso for 2017, but told reporters
| == inMexicothathe
expected a

promotion for 2018, even if Red Bull
Racingretains Daniel Ricciardo
and Max Verstappen as planned.
When asked if he was willing to
release Sainz from his contract, Red
Bull head Christian Horner replied:
“Why would we do that? Carlos has
doneagreatjob. HeisaRed Bull
driver. We have invested in him to get
himinto F1andthey areall onlong-
term contracts so it wouldn’t make
any sense to feed one of your main
opponents with one of your assets.
“You have to give these guys
[Mercedes’ junior drivers]a
chance. Let’s see what they can do
inafrontrunning car. Youdon’t
know until you give them a chance,
which is what we did with drivers
like Sebastian Vettel, Daniel
Ricciardoand Max Verstappen.”

F You PON'T
EIHG THEM {0v
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Mercedes appears to be down

to the final four candidates for its
final seat. Here is our analysis of
the suitability of each.

Bottas most likely for Merc

Valtteri Bottas

Odds: Bookie's favourite

Pros: Most experienced of the four,
highly rated

Cons: Costly to secure, probably
should have won arace by now
Appears to be Mercedes' number
one choice. Knowntothe teamas a
competitor and its managementas a
driver. Downside will be the cost of
leveraging him from Williams, which
will be high with the Grove team keen
to get the absolute maximum from any
deal. Williams alsoisn’t keen on deal
of loaning Wehrlein. It would give
ittwo rookies in its line-up with
Lance Stroll signed.

PascalWehrlein
0Odds: Worth an each-way finish
Pros: Known to Mercedes, he's free
Cons: Inexperienced, questionable
attitude

The original tip for the seat has fallen
back somewhat following Force
India’s decision to overlook himin
favour of Esteban Ocon, who it felt was
easier to work with. Mercedes is also
unsure over his lack of GP experience,
but if Williams won't budge, he could
find himselfin a plum seat.

Esteban Ocon

Odds: Alsoran

Pros: Proven quick, good attitude
Cons: Inexperienced, already signed
Intruth, this is a bit of along shot,
purely as it doesn't really make

much sense to either party. To get
him Mercedes would have to barter
with Force India, to gain a driver low
on experience anyway. He's a hot
prospect, but we suspect Mercedes
willwant to leave him to learn his trade
with Force India fora while.

Carlos Sainz Jr

Odds: Hail Mary!

Pros: Good experience, proven pace
Cons: Already contracted, can be fiery
This year the dark horse is a Spanish
one. Sainzwas a late entrantinto the
process when Mercedes began to run
out of candidates. He's tied to Toro
Rosso for another year, and Red Bull
is unlikely to want to release one of its
prospects to its biggest rival. And
certainly won't do so on the cheap.
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Aston manwill drive Huracan

Bartholomew to race
Lamho in Middle East

British GT racer Jack
Bartholomew will head to
the Middle East and Asia
to continue his career after
landing aseat in the
Lamborghini Super Trofeo.
The 18-year-old finished
second in the British GT4
Championship this year in
aBeechdean AMR-run Aston
Martin Vantage, after a spell
in BRDCF4.He will now
move into Lamborghini’s
Middle East and Asia-based
one-make series for the
Lamborghini Huracan after
agreeing a deal with the FFF
Racing team for both contests.
Bartholomew had his first
test with the team at Cremona
Circuitin Italy recently. He
said: “Joining FFF Racingis
theright choice. This is part
of amulti-year programme
that will involve building
strong relationships with
the same team and, while
I know I must work hard,
I’'m confidentIcan be
competitive from the off.
“Igelled with the car well in
the testand I’'m really excited
tostart off in the Middle East
Series, which will help me
learn the ropes before going
into the Asian one.”

Ford to run four
GTs at Daytona

Ford is planningtofield
four carsin January’s
Daytona 24 Hours as it
seekstoback upits

Le Mans success this year.

The Chip Ganassiteam
will combine its cars from
both the IMSA Sportscar
Championship and the
FIA World Endurance
Championship to form
the four-car entry.

Thelast time both
branches of the team
rantogether was at the
Le Mans 24 Hours, where
Ford secured the GTE
class victory on the 50th
anniversary of itsoriginal
win with the GT40.

“We didn’t have the
strongest race at the
Daytona 24 Hourslast year,
but we have a season of
learningexperiences
behind usnow and we’re
proud to come back,” said
Dave Pericak, Ford’s global
director of performance.

The manufacturer’s final
choice onits drivers for the
even isasyetunconfirmed,
but Ganassiran Dirk
Muller, Joey Hand,
Richard Westbrook
and Ryan Briscoe during
the pre-Christmas test
sessions at Daytona.

Photos: Jakob Ebre

Teenager has already
raced Euro F3 car

McLaren Autosport BRDC Award
winner Lando Norris will drive for Carlin
in European Formula 3 next year.

The 17-year-old Briton-2016 Formula
Renault Eurocup and NEC champion—
hadbeen expected torace in the category
with theteam havingraced for the squad
in MSA Formulain2015and apart-
season in BRDC British F3this year.

Norris, who also won the Toyota Racing

Seriestitle in2016 and will contest the
seriesagainnextyear,joins Jehan
Daruvalaand Ferdinand Habsburg
in Carlin’s F3line-up.

“I'mvery excited tobejoining Carlin
and can’t waitto contest the FIA Formula
3European Championship,” said Norris.
“Myaimissimple-Iwanttowinthe
championshiptitle outright. Although
it’'smyrookie F3season, I'm totally

confident with the package—the team
and Volkswagen.

“Ibelieve Thave what it takes to
challenge for the title in my first full
season of F3racingespecially after
the pace we showed at Hockenheim and
Macau [Norris’s one-off outings in
F3thisyear].

“Many of thedriversI'mupagainst
willbe inatleast theirsecond yearin

‘Fears grow for
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Coventry Stadium’
Short oval future in doubt, p29

the category so will have alot of F3
experience onthetracks we’llberacing
on.If, in my first year, the outright F3
titleisnot withinmy grasp, it won’t be
for the want of tryingand then winning
the ‘rookie’ title isan absolute must.”

@ The highly-rated David Beckmann will

switch from Mucke Motorsport to Van

Amersfoort Racingto contestafull
season of Euro F3nextyear.

Button signs up for
Race of Champions

Jenson Button’sfirst event
after takinga sabbatical from
Formula 1 will be the Race

of Champions in Miami
nextmonth.

The AbuDhabi Grand Prix in
November was likely Button’s
lastrace in F1,although he
does still have a contract with
McLaren that would allow him
toreturntoaraceseatin2018.

The 2009 champion will be
joined by David Coulthard in
the Race of Champions, which
takes place on January 21/22.

“Itisalwaysa great event with
aspecial atmosphere,” said
Button, who has five RoC starts
tohisname. “You gettorace
against the bestdrivers fromall
over the world and we enjoy our
time both on and off the track as
we meet old friends from all the

Herta to Indy Lights with Andretti Autosport

Button signed up for RoC

different motorsport series.
“Themainthingisthat
everyone wants to put ona good
show for the fans, and we only
pretend to play it cool before
giving iteverything when we’re
revvingup the carsontheline.”

Colton Herta willmake his Indy
Lightsdebutin2017aspartof an
Andretti Autosport tie-up with
thefamily that owns the baseball
franchise the New York Yankees.

Herta, the 16-year-old son of
IndyCarrace winner Bryan,
finished third in the Formula
3-based Euroformula Open series
in2016and wasarace winner
inBRDC British F3, competing
with Carlin. He was also third
inthe MSA Formula standings
theprevious year.

Herta won
in BRDC F3

Hewillreturntothe USto
compete in Lights, aserieshis
father won in 1993, inanew team
that will be headed by Andretti
and the Steinbrenner family.

“I'mvery pleased to be coming
backtorace inthe States,” Herta
said. “IndyCar ismy goal, so
competing in Indy Lights this
year will bring me one step closer.
TknowIhaveagoodteambehind
mein Andretti Steinbrenner
Racingand we should befighting
for winsrightaway.”

Palmer was a
winner at Estoril

Palmer stays with R-Ace for Eurecup in 2017

Formula Renault Eurocuprace
winner Will Palmer will contesta
second season inthe series in2017.
Palmer, the 2015 McLaren
Autosport BRDC Award winner,
stepped up tocompete inthe
Eurocupand NECserieslast
year with ART juniorteam R-Ace
GPafter winningthe BRDC
Formula4 championship.
Heclaimed afirst win duringthe
finalround of the Eurocup season
atEstorilon his way toseventh in
the standings, and has signed up
forasecond season in the revamped
Eurocup withR-Ace.
Renaulthasincreased itsbacking

of theseries, uppingitsinvestment
whilealso offering the top two
driversin the championshipaplace
initsRenault Sport Academy.
Palmer said he was confident of
fighting for one of those spots after
alearningyearinthe category.
“I'mdelighted tobe staying
with R-Ace GPforasecond season
in Formula Renault Eurocup for
2017,” said 19-year-old Palmer.
“I'velearntahugeamountinmy
firstyearracing in Europe and after
astrongendtotheyearaswellasa
very promising post-season testing
programme, I'm very confident of
fighting for thetitlenextyear.”

TF has spot onLe Mans entry

Hankey and Yoluc for
TF’s Le Mans assault

TF Sport will retain European
GT3racers Euan Hankey and
Salih Yolucas partof itsline-up
foritsfirstattemptatthe
LeMans 24 Hoursnext year.

TheBritish GT champion
team won asloton the gridat
La Sarthe courtesy of Hankey
and Yoluc winning the Michelin
GT3 Cuptitlethis yearaboard
an Aston Martin Vantage.

The pairwillnowraceatLe
Mans after extending their deal
with Tom Ferrier’steam. They
will also contest the full European
LeMans Series. A factory AMR
driver will join them for Le Mans.

Jonathan Adam hascloselinks
with theteam, havinglifted the
British GT3titlethis year with
TEF. Should the Scotsman be
unavailable, Alex MacDowall
or fellow British GT graduate
Ross Gunn could stepin.

“Racingat Le Mans hasbeen my
biggest dream sinceI was very
young, but ithas come sooner
thanIexpected in my partnership
with Salih,” said Hankey. “Salih
hasexceeded my expectationsand
repeatedly surprised me this year.

“He’san eternal optimist—you
havetodream of gloryorthere’s
nopointracing-but2017willbea
learningyearforus. There’salot
tolearn, about managingtraffic,
aboutthe GTE car, whichhasmore
downforceandno ABS sorequires
amore defttouch on the brakes.”
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Chilton will race one of
the Astra new builds

Multiple race winner toreturntorace inBritain after WICG spell

By MattJames

Hefinished eighth inthe WTCCdrivinga

team arefantastic, and I can’t wait to get

Advertising enquiries: 0208 267 5865

behind the wheel.”

Weaver said that he was hopeful the
experience Chilton canbringtothe
team will help push the new programme
forwards, and it would also be a benefit
toseriesnewcomer Proctor.

“Tom’s experience and work ethicis second
tonone, he knows what’s comingand willbea
greatrolemodelfor Senna as wellasa proven

Sebastien Loeb Racing-run Citroen
C-Elyseein 2016.

Chiltonsaid: “Tamdelighted tobe back in
the BTCC, T have continued towatchasa
fan whileracing in World Touring Cars
and theitch togetback behind the wheel
on British soil has never gone away. So you
canimagine how excited I was when [Power
Maxed Racingteam principal] Adam Weaver

Tom Chilton will return to the British
Touring Car Championship next
season atthe wheel of a Power
Maxed Racing Vauxhall Astra.
Theformer Independents Trophy winner,
31, willline up alongside Senna Proctor.
Hehaspreviously driven a factory-backed
Astra, whenhedrove for Triple Eight Race

Engineering in 2006.

Chilton began his BT'CC career in 2002
andraced through until 2011 before switching
tothe World Touring Car Championship.

gotintouch, plusto gettoreturn ina Vauxhall
Astra,acarthatI knowandlove,isadream.I
am confident that Power Maxed Racing will
befrontrunnersand scoring podiums, the

race winner,” said Weaver. “We knew last
year that we had the ingredientsfor success
but, likea cake, you can’trush it, but maybe
this year we can have our cakeand eat it.”

Brit last raced in the championship back in 2011

Newsham already has experience of the Chevrolet Cruze

Newsham to make full-time return to BTCC with BTC Norlin Racing

Mini men get
British Touring Car with race-winningexperience, “Tohave been selected for this H H
Championship race winner Dave and Dave was at the very top of drive is unreal for me,” said the clceley CIlo seats
Newsham has signed to join the thelist of drivers we wanted. 49-year-old. “The team has some Mini Challenge drivers
BTC Norlin Racing team torace “Dave has shown how good he very solid foundations and there Luke Reade and Sam
a Chevrolet Cruze in 2017. iswhen he stepped into the car isareal desire towinfromall Osborne will move to

Newsham took partintwo for a couple of roundslast season parties. This will be the first the Renault UK Clio

rounds of the championshipina and he was challenging for the timeIwill gointoaseason with Cup next season with
Power Maxed Racing Chevrolet top six straight away. That is the acarthat I know soIam full of Ciceley Motorsport.
last season and finished in the classthathehas.” optimism about it. Reade and Osborne,
pointsin five of hissix outings. Newsham, who won two races “There are some great people who finished 11th and

Hewillline up at BT'C Norlin

Racingalongside Chris Smiley.
BTC Norlin Racing boss Bert

Taylor explained: “It was

with an ESRacing Vauxhall
Vectrain2012, sayshe hasan
extensive testing programme
planned ahead of the start of

assembled at the team, including
my engineer Steve Brady. The
elements are there for us totake
some real steps forward in terms

16th in the Mini Challenge

standings respectively, will
join Max Coates at the team
as partof apossiblefive-car

important for usto getadriver the 2017 campaign. of performance.” line-up from the British
Touring Car squad.
- - Team boss Adam Morgan
Sharp to step up to Porsche Supercup for 2017 with family team said: “Alexand Sam are
both great signings and
Porsche CarreraCup GBracer quiteayoungageandInever graduatingtothe Supercup we are delighted to have
Tom Sharp will step up to the really aspired tobeadriver nextyear and reckons he them onboard. Both have
Porsche Supercupnextseason, inF1,Iwasalwaysfocused will be a good benchmark. shown great promise in
remaining with his family onracing sportscars. “I'mvery excited, it’s the their careerssofarand
IDL Racingsquad. “We know what to expect but pinnacle of one-makeracing,” our initial testing with
The 25-year-old has taken from an organisational point Sharp added. “You have got to them has gone very well -
partinthe Silverstone of view it’s very different. berealisticbutI'minthe best they will have a great
Supercupraces for the past I'mgoingtohavetolearna positionI've ever been going benchmark in Max to
two seasons but will now lot of new tracks, which is forward. It’s going to be tough, work with.
switch tothe Formula1 something I haven’t donefora every time anew generation “Thereisalsothe
supporting category full-time longtime, soit’s goingtobea car comes in the series likelihood that we will run
for2017. He finished sixth in steeplearning curve.Ithink becomes more competitive afourth and maybe even a

the GB standings this year.
“It’'ssomething I have always

wanted todo,” said Sharp. “I

remember watching it from

thenew car will help tolevel
the playingfield.”

Sharp will join two-time
champion Dan Cammish in

butbeingrealisticI would like
tobefinishingin the top eight
everyraceand finish higher in
the championship than that.”

Sharp was sixth overall in Porsche Carrera Cup GB this season

fifth carin 2017’s UK Clio
Cup-interest is extremely
high so watch this space.”
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Onedriver from the Scottish
MotorRacing Clubwillwina
funded test with Audi Sport
Customer Racingin Europe
aspartof anew prize put
forward by Le Manslegend
Allan McNish.

Next yearthe SMRC will
beabletoputforward one
driver from its portfolio of
championshipstotakepart
inoneof AudiSport’s2018
pre-season group test sessions
in Europe, with a view to
promoting Scottish talent
onawiderstage.

McNish and Audi Sport
Customer Racinghead Chris
Reinke, bothlong-standing
members of the German
brand’s Le Mans programme,
have put the prize together.

Theexactdetailshaveyetto
bedecided, butatestinthe
single-make T'T Cup category,

which supportsthe DTM, is

themostlikely. Audi will also

release itsnew RS3LMS TCR

machinenextyear,andthatis

alsounder consideration.
McNish told Motorsport News:

“Scotland did alotforme inmy

career in terms of support.

Andit’snotjustmoneyand

sponsorship—it's picking

upthe phonetotheright

people and making sure

there was alwaysan

opportunity around the

corner.Thad thatinmy

career withhelp

from peoplelike Sir

Jackie Stewart /

and SMRC

chairman

McNishis
behind o
new SMRC
prizeidea §

“I feel my career
Is back on track”

Max Chilton interview, p22

Winner could test
+ TT Cup machine

Hugh McCaigbought memy
firstkartengine in theearly
days. Scotland has always been
greatatshoutingaboutits
talent,and we want to keep
thatgoing.
“We wanted to give something
back tothe SMRCas it is club
racingin Scotland and alot of
work and dedication has
goneintomakingsure
we have astableracing
platform in Scotland.
“AudiSporthasa
greatcustomerracing
ladder, with the TT Cup
and TCRrightupto
¥ GT3racing,soit
makessenseto
. beshowcasing
- newtalentthere
. areopportunities
- toprogress.”
Thewinner
of thenew

prize can be chosen from any
oneof the club’schampionships,
butmustbeafull SMRC
member. McNish said making
thescopefortheprizeaswideas
possible was important.
“Itcould be one of the SMRC
champions, or someone whojust
doesafewroundsastheylack
budget,” headded. “Aslongas
thedriverdisplaystheright
qualitiesand thedesireand
work rate, why shouldn’t they
getthe chance? It gives the club
the chancetodecide who it
wouldliketogivealeg-upin
their career.”
Thisprizejoinsahost of
other opportunities offered
by the SMRC, which also
includefunded tests in Mini
Challenge carsfor the Scottish
Mini Cooper Cup champions
and McLaren tours for other
promisingdrivers.

MX-5 racer Sycamore eyeing GT Cup switch

Mazda MX-5 Cup frontrunner power and therefore it’s very
Jack Sycamorehastesteda differenttodrive. Becauseit’s
Ginetta G50 ashe plansto moreof apurpose-builtrace
switch tothe GT Cupnext year. carthe brake pedal doesn’tmove
Sycamore willrace inthe soit’savery fine movement
series with AB Motorsport - between 10 per cent brakingand

which he competed in Mazdas
with -alongsidefellow MX-5
racer Darren Standing.

He tested the G50for the first
time at Snetterton earlier this
month, but the test wasended

100 per cent braking. That was
partof thereason forthe mistake
asitwasdifficultformetoget
used to. Now it’s given me a bit of
abilltopay before Christmas.”
Sycamore planstorace inthe

early aftera crash. GT Cupnextyear, but itdepends
“It was going well until the onbudget.
pointImadeamistakeand put it “That’s still very much what

inthebarrier,” said Sycamore.
“Itdidn’tend the greatest way
butit was good to start with.
“The carisalot quickerthan
the Mazda, there’salot more

I'maimingforbutitall comes
downtobudget,” headded. “I'm
tryingto get some more sponsors
onboard tojoin my current
sponsor TXN Recruit.”

——

Littlejohn will race MacMillan Aston Martin Vantage GT3 car
Radical champion Littlejohn to British GT

Radical European Masters Ilastraced one,” said Littlejohn.
champion James Littlejohn “Iknow Richard Dencer at
will move into the British GT MacMillanreally wellashe

looked after me whenIwas
doingsome Formula3in Asia,
he invited meto test alongside
Jack and we gotonreally well.
“I'mgoingfromanultra-
lightweight aero-dependant car
intoamuch heavier, more
powerful machine. I'vealsoraced
historicsinrecent yearssoI’'m
usedtothe weightand theracing
technique isn’thugely different

Championship next year with
GT3newcomer Generation
AMR MacMillan Racing.
Littlejohn, 29, has signed to
partner Jack Mitchell inthe
team’snew Aston Martin Vantage
GT3.He won this year’s European
Radical titlesharingan SR8
with Tony Wells.
Littlejohn (right) willmake his
British GT return exactly

adecadeonfromhis . inthe Aston Martin.
debutintheseries when | “MacMillanarethe
heraced aBrookspeed | newboysin GT3next
Dodge Viper GT3ona | year,but we have thefull
one-off appearanceat | supportof [AMR works
Oulton Park in 2007. ' | team]Prodriveand Jack
“I'mreally excited | andIwillbelearningfast,
aboutthisdealas GT3 o | soldon’tbelieve we'llbe
hasmovedonalotsince : | atadisadvantage.”
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“Scottish Motor#s -
Racing Club
bucks trend”

n an era of club racing where
prizes are more of a rarity than the
norm, the Scottish Motor Racing
Club truly bucks the trend.

Despite it not being the biggest
country in the world, Scotland is
arguably one of the best at shouting about the
talent it produces, especially in motorsport.

Despite the fact it only has one active
permanent race track — Knockhill - the list of top
ranking drivers to have come through the ranks
of the Fife circuit is superb. Allan McNish, Dario
Franchitti, Ryan Dalziel, Paul di Resta, David
Coulthard, Jonathan Adam, Gordon Shedden,
David Leslie and John Cleland to name a few.

One of the keys behind the success of Scottish
motorsport in producing world-beating athletes
lies in the community. Nobody forgets their
roots, and everybody sticks together as and
when they can.

As you can read opposite, McNish is quick
to acknowledge the help he got on his career
trajectory. His talent was noticed at a young
age and established drivers took note and
recognised that he was one of the next
generation. Scottish drivers tend to be great
atlooking down the ladder as well as up it,
so when key seats and chances become
available, they're not shy to pick up the phone
to their contacts and suggest ‘l know a quick
lad who'd suit that...’

That's incredibly influential for a young driver's
career, and a hugely powerful tool. Perhaps it's
the smaller concentration of members of the
SMRC that makes it so special in that regard.
But, whatever it is, it makes top teams, their
managers and manufacturers sit up and
take notice.

As | said prizes are hard to come by in club
racing. Sure, you might win a set of tyres here
or there or afew hundred quid to cover the cost
of your trip home, but there's not much else
around in true clubman competition.

The Mazda Road to Indy scholarshipis a nice
recent addition, giving Formula Ford 1600
drivers the chance to fight it out for a bursary for
USF2000. And Scotland's own Neil Maclennan
gotashot this year (see page 18).

But, aside from that, there's little out there.

In comparison the SMRC has arranged tests
in Mini Challenge machinery for its top Cooper
Cup drivers, works with McLaren to organise
tours and other prizes, and now this superb
chance to impress one of the world’s biggest
brands at its official factory tests.

IndyCar hero Dario Franchitti also regularly
donates a Formula Ford car for a season
to help a promising youngster into car racing.

In British GT we have the Ecurie Ecosse team,
which brought two superb young drivers in
Ciaran Haggerty and Sandy Mitchell to the
championship, helping them with sponsorship
and creating chances for them to shine.

They also get runs in the McLaren GT3 cars,
just as areward for their strong year, but it's
still all essential experience that should set both
well on the way in the GT ladder. Bravo to the
SMRC, and its senior members for the work they
doin helping the next generation succeed.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

mn.letters@haymarket.com
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Lydden legend

Connor retires

Lydden Hill regular and
stalwart of Formula Ford
racing Dave Connor has
retired from motorsport
attheage of 70.

Connor, formerly a
suspension designer for Ford
atits Dunton Engineering
Centre, started racing in
1982 and is best known for
his extended stay and
competitivenessin the
Formula Ford Kent County
Championship.

During his first year of
competition, Connor was
struck down by arare
neurological virus that left
him totally paralysed. He
was told he had an 80 per
cent chance of survival and
might never drive again.

But he made aremarkable
return toracing the following
year, and continued torace his
Royale RP26 at Lydden and
Brands Hatch until 1987 when
he decided to take a lay-off
fromracing-his stamina
having never fully recovered.

The Brentwood driver did
however make a second
comeback eight years later,
racing an ex-Chris Hall Jamun
M92. He enjoyed a fine spell of
success that earned him the
‘Lydden Master’ nickname.

Mostrecently, Connor
bought and raced a Jedi-R1
Yamaha that had formerly
beenraced by Autosport’s
Grand Prix Editor Ben
Anderson. He made a bid for
the unofficial lap record at
Lydden earlier this year,
setting a time of 39.2 seconds -
0.9s slower than Rob Cox’s
currentrecord.

Connor has rced since 1982

Advertising enquiries: 0208 267 5865
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BOSSwinner.to putpnzefundstnwardsF3cup'campaign\

Carey’s hands on trophy

By Stephen Lickorish

BOSS Ireland champion Cian Carey
has won the Sexton Trophy and will
use his cash prize to competein the
F3 Cup nextyear.

The 22-year-old won £41,000 after the
award’s prize changed forthisyeartoa
cashrewardratherthan afunded season in
National Formula Ford 1600 (see below).

Carey, who won the BOSStitledrivinga
Formula Renault car, willnow step up to the
F3 Cup with Chris Dittmann Racing. Hehas

bought an ex-Van Amersfoort Racing
Dallaraandraced itforthefirsttimeatthe
Walter Hayes Trophy meeting in the Open
Wheel Allcomersrace, finishing second
despite spinningtolastearly on.

Hebeat FF1600racer Jordan Dempsey and
Supercarsdriver Andy O’Briento win the
Motorsport Ireland award.

“I'mdelighted-Iwasn’texpectingitatall
sowhenmy name was called outIthought
they had made amistake!” said Carey. “It’s
massive for me, the financial support from
Motorsport Ireland will helpme to do F3

BOSS title was won
in Formula Renault

Cupnextyear. We have bought a car already
and the class seems quite good next year so
it’sgoingtobe competitive.

“F3Cupisagood clubmanseriesbutit’s
still gettingrecognised. It’sa two-year plan,
thefirstyearI'mhopingto winafewraces
and then aim to win the championship the
nextyear. Weran with the team at
Silverstone and got within a couple of
tenths of the F3 Cuplaprecord.

“I'mreally, really lookingforward to
itandfeelIcanberightatthesharpend
straightaway.”

Award changes means Sexton Formula Ford prize drive is replaced by cash incentive

The prize for the Sexton Trophy
has changed for the 2017 season,

with Motorsport Ireland
electingtoaward acash prize
ratherthanapaid-forseatina
MotorsportIreland backed-
Formula Ford.
Theprizedrive ina Van
Diemen Formula Ford run by

Bernard Dolan proved
successful in the hands of
driverslike Jonny McMullan—
who won the BRSCC Formula

Ford National Championship in

2015—-but Motorsport Ireland

have decided on anew direction.

“Ithasn’tgoneupinvalue,

we’vereplaced the funded drive

these islands atthe moment.

“But wefeel we’ll give the cash
and assess the situation as we go.
It’shard to know where you go
asthere’ssomany different cars
in somany different categories.”

Jake Byrne wonlast year’s
prize butleft the programme
citing personal reasons.

in our Formula Ford car with
the cashprize,” said Motorsport
Ireland CEO Alex Sinclair.
“We’ve had three or four years
inthe same car now so we need
tomoveonandlook atdoing
otherthings. Bernard Dolan did
afantasticjobandIdon’tthink
there’sabetter preparer on

Brunton signs Melrose for National FF in’17

Graham Brunton Racing will
field amulti-car attack on next
year’s National Formula Ford
1600 season, and has signed Seb
Melroseasitsfirstdriver.

Melrose, 18, finished third
inthisyear’s Scottish FF1600
points and also contested the
Walter Hayes Trophy, making
thefinal. His performances
across 2016also won him
Knockhill’s Young Driver of
the Yearaccolade.

Godson of IndyCarlegend
Dario Franchitti, Melrose
willhandle a brand new Ray

chassisforhisfirstyearin
the British National series.
“Sebhas progressed somuch
thisseason and he’sready for
the move into the National
championship,” said team
head Graham Brunton.
“Hedoesn’tcome from
the traditional background
of havingloads of karting
experienceand haslearned his
trade in FF1600since day one.
He workssohard at the sport.
He’sthefirstguytoarrive in
themorningandthelastto
leaveeachnightand he’sso

Melrose inWHT action

determinedtosucceed. It'1l
beabigyear forhim.”

Brunton isexpected to
field a second car for 15-year-
old Michael Macpherson,
who became the youngest
driver ever topasshis ARDS
testat the Scottish track
back inJanuary.

Formula Ford racer Andy Charlsey gave shoppers in Petts
Wood a surprise last month when he drove hisRay RG15
through the high street of his hometown.Charsley’s outing
was part of the town’s Christmas lights switch-on event.
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Caterham classes
Caterham’s UK championships
have been renamed for2017 so
they better reflect the company’s
road car range. Working up the
ladder, the series will now be
called Caterham Academy,
Caterham Roadsports, Caterham
270R, Caterham 310Rand
Caterham 420R will be the new
name for the R300 Championship.
The Supersport championship is
expected to continue butnotas
part of the ladder and there are
setto be more changes forthe
2018 season.

Trucks away

The calendar for next year's British
Truck Racing Championship has
beenreleased and includes events at
both Nogaro in France and the series’
annual trip to the Truck Grand Prix at
the Nurburgringin July. “Nogarois a
non-championship event. We want to
attract the French trucks to the UK to
run one of their championships abroad,
so if we can go and support one of their
events, they can come and support
one of ours,” said Truck Sport UK
co-director Stuart Oliver.

Ice driver to Juniors
Ice driver Scott McKenna will
switch toracing on Tarmac
nextyear after signing for HHC
Motorsport to compete in Ginetta
Junior.The 15-year-old has
previously driven race and rally
carsonicein Sweden and Norway
as part of his family’s Ice Driver
business. The team has also
signed the son of French driver
Raphael Real Del Sarte. Ruben
Del Sarte took part in the Winter
Series with HHC last month.

Orgee puts winning
Van Diemen on sale

Double Castle Combe Formula
Ford champion Roger Orgee is
eyeingapotential returntothe
BRSCC National Formula Ford
1600 contest next year.
Orgeehasputhischampionship
winning Van Diemen RF00 up
forsalealong withamachine
recently converted to Formula
Ford 1600 specification, inabid to
raise fundsforhis2017 campaign.
Hislastappearance innational-
level Formula Ford competition
wasat Silverstone in August2015.
“We’re talking with prospective
sponsors atthe moment about
goingintodifferent
championships, Ithink one of
themainthings we are goingto
doisgoforanewercarfora
championship shot,” said Orgee.
“The ideabeingto sell them both,
get some funds and then maybe go
forthenational championship.
“Itwouldbenicetobebackin
thenational series. Right now we
areseeing what we can get
together, what sort of money:
Thenwe’lllook at calendars and
see whatfits around my day job
[ashead of salesatthe DYMAG
performance wheels group].”
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Thank you for your support throughout 2016, we look forward to
working with you in 2017! Visit us at Autosport Show Stand 2500
12th-15th January - as well as the latest information, we have
refreshments available and plenty of space to sit down, relax and
meet other fellow racers. See you there!

+44 (0)1929 551557 info@aaoil.co.uk www.aaoil.co.uk
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‘HSCC has a
four-race calendar’

Pre-’80 Enduros are go, below

Photos: Paul Lawrence

TWOF2 SERIESTO
GOINTOBATTLE

HSCC'has no'fears over newly. announced French-based series

Polifac &

-‘:\u{:D_"Igae

Rare cars sale
Silverstone Auctions will hosttwo
dedicated competition carsales
in2017, starting at Race Retroon
Friday February 24. The company,
which sold cars with a total value
of £26 million lastyear, will then

MEIRION
EVANS

Age: 38 Lives: Newcastle

Emlyn,Wales hold a classic competition car
Silver FernRally winner salein the Silverstone Wing on

the Thursday of the Silverstone
The planwas hatched Classic weekend on July 27.
ayearago

Blockley on tour
Historic single-seater racer Jim
Blockley has shipped the Formula
Junior Caravelle Mk2 to New Zealand
forthe next leg of the category's
Diamond Jubilee World Tour. Blockley
bought the car, the second of only three
Caravelles produced, from marque
founder Richard Utley earlier this year.
More recently, the car has been raced

“Christmas night last year | was
bored. There was nothing onthe
TV and | started thinking about
what|was goingtodoin 2016.1
remembered Phil Squires’ wife
saying there was one rally you had
to do before you died. So | put the
entry in for the Silver Fern during
January and started planning it.”

Hecrashed onthelsle to great effect by Callum MacLeod.
of Man

“| decided to take the modern car Old Stagers run
outto the Isle of Man in September The 2017 HRCR Old Stager

and |l gotslightly carried away,
because itis an awesome car.

It was amassive accident; an
absolute plane crash. |had to have
surgery and have a plate putin my
shoulder. | worked hard to get fit
againand did alot of swimming.”

Championship will take in

the Solway Coast Rally on the
Dundrennon Military Ranges
inthe south of Scotland. The
historics will compete on the
Saturday of this event, running
alongside the Junior F1000

HSCC hopes to
maintain good grids §

By Paul Lawrence programme taking in some of

Europe’sleadingtracks.

Competitorsare concerned
thatthere arenotenough active

the competitors will support.”
Patrick Petersaid: “British

Heloved the NZ stages
“Itis an amazing country and the
people are just wonderful. The
countryside is beautiful and the
roads are something you'll never
find anywhere else in the world.
Onthe limiterin top gearand
drifting the car around bends is
justunbelievable.”

Itisamassive
commitment

“The only emotion about not doing
itagain is ifyou went out early in

the rally. There is so much expense,
work and planning that if you retired

Two race series for Historic
Formula 2 cars will go head-
to-head in2017 after Peter
Autorevealed plans to add
aseriesof F2racestoits
pan-European schedule.
Forthelastdecadethe
Historic Sports Car Clubhas
runtheHistoric Formula 2 FTA
International Series,and has
already confirmed a six-event

Now, French-based Peter
Autohasunveiled afive-event
series covering Spa, Dijon,
Monza, Paul Ricard and
the Hungaroring.

Both series will be opentocars
built to period regulations for
Formula 2, Formula Atlantic
and Formula B: startingfrom
1967 and running through to
theend of 1978.

carstosupporttwoseries.
Grahame White of the HSCC
said: “There are hardly enough
carsforoneseries,letalone two.
Butthismakesnodifference to
our plans and we will continue
tosupport Historic F2as we
have done since 2006. The HSCC
istotally committed torunning
these carsand we haveavery
good calendar, which we hope

entrants whofeature on our
gridsonaregular basis,and
whoalsoracein F2,asked us if
we were interested inrunning
this series. Personally, I1ove
F2s. They are moreagilethan
Flsand have the advantage of
being cheapertorun. Ouraim
istostartwithagrid of around
15to20cars, increasingto
20-25in2018.”

competitors. Other new events
onthe schedule include the
season-closing Cheviot Stages
on Otterburn.

Listers at Goodwood
Sixty years after he won the Sussex
Trophy at Goodwood's Easter

Meeting, Archie Scott Brown will

be celebrated at the 75th Goodwood
Members' Meeting witharace
dedicatedto Listers. Afull field of 30
Lister sports-racing cars will contest
the new Scott Brown Trophy over

the weekend of March 18/19.

HSCC’s enduros

Bumper field lined up for New Zealand leg of Formula Junior tour

The HSCC has confirmed a
four-race 2017 calendar for the

inthefirst couple of days you'd
probably cry until Christmas! But

that's only a small part of itand I'd Gridsof 50 carsareexpected in bothnorth and south island. Leading UK-based contenders Pre-"80 Endurance Series. The
highly recommend itto anyone.” New Zealand in January and This partof the World Tour is fortheseries, which startsat series for sports-racing, GT and
February for sector five of the for the Denny Hulme Trophy: Hampton Downs on January Touring Cars of a type that
Hehad another Formula Junior Diamond Morethan 15 carsfrom the UK 20-22, include Greg Thornton competed in international races
carrunning Jubilee World Tour. aremakingthetriptojoinastrong  (Lotus20/22), Robin Longdon up tothe end of 1979 will runon

“My 2015 car, which|sold to
Stewart Reid in Australia, finished
second in the historic event, so

The New Zealand leg of the most
ambitiousseriesinhistoricracing
will take infive meetings onfive

the GP circuits at Silverstone
(May 20/21) and Brands Hatch
(July 1/2) as well as late season

local contingentand anine-car
groupfrom Australia, including
JoeRicciardo, father of Flracer

(LolaMKk5A) and Peter Anstiss
(Lotus 20/22). Series prime mover
Duncan Rabagliati willrace his

Thonton will go toZ

the PR for my business has been weekends at five tracks, covering Daniel, in his Brabham BT6. AlexisHF1. races at Spa and Dijon.

massive. | knew Stewart was going

tobeaproblemanditisavery Monte Carlo or bust
tough event. Onthe dayImade a Atotal of 20 British crews are inthe
mistake and dropped time | was OBITUARY 333-strong entry list for the 20th Rallye

completely drained and | was
sleeping between stages.”

Itwas abig team effort
“You're on the other side of the
worldand I guessitfeels like
winning the World Championship.
The guys had all put so much work
intoit. You need alot of bits to make
it work. Youneed to have a very
fresh new carand aco-driver like
lestyn Williams who is switched
onforallthe build up to the event.
Luckily enough for us, that week we
had the best jigsaw and we won.”

Evans: Escort exponent

Derek McMahon

1941-2016

Derek McMahon, who died
recently aged 75, was akey
figureinIrishracingthrough
the 1970s and backed drivers
like Derek Daly.

McMahon was born into
agarage-owning family in
Donegal and was instrumental
intheformation of the
Donegal Motor Club. He
supported Daly ashe won the
1977 British F3 titleduringa
rapidriseto Formulaland
thenran Eddie Jordanin F3.

Derek McMahon Racing
later evolved into Eddie
Jordan RacingasMcMahon
took astep back, but he still
supported youngIrishracers.
Inthe 1970s McMahon also
raced and entered carsin
Special Saloons and famously
oncetook on Gerry Marshall in
arunningraceat Silverstone.

Dutch crew won
Rally of the Incas §

Married couple claim Rally of the Incas win

Belgian husband-and-wife
crew Joost Van Cauwenberg
and Christine De Landtsheer
won the Classics division of
the Rally of the Incas, a27-day
eventacross the roads of
South America.

Atotal of 45 crews started the
Endurance Rally Association’s
eventon November 13 from
Buenos Aires and covered

6200 miles before finishing in
Lima on Friday, December 9.

The winning crew were ina
1973 Porsche 911.

Chuck and Pam Lyford won
the Vintageants section in their
1938 Chevrolet ‘Fangio’ Coupe.

British Bentleys were second
and third in the hands of Paul
Carter/Vincent Fairclough and
Graham and Marina Goodwin.

Bianchi will field his S2000

Bianchi returns to
$2000 in a Chevron

Regular historicracer Tony
Bianchiisgoingback tohis
racingrootstofield a Sports
2000 Chevron B52.
“It’s30yearssinceIraced one,”
said Bianchi, whoracedaTiga
towardstheend of the original
Sports2000era. “Iwaslookingfor
aTigaand found the Chevron.”
The Chevron isone of only three
or four of such models produced
and was the 1980 prototype car
raced by Costas Los. More
recently ithasbeen owned
by Julian Maynard but has
probably not run for five years.
Bianchi will share the Delta
Motorsport-tended car with his
wife Pia in the Pre-’80 Endurance
seriesnextseason.

DTOYOTA'S RETURN TO WORLD RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP

> D> DPAGE20

Monte-Carlo Historique, which runs
from January 25 to February 1. Among
them are brothers Steve and Tony
Graham in their Lancia Fulvia. Heading
the field willbe 2016 winnerand 2012
British GT champion Daniele Perfettiin
his Alpine Renault.

Hopkins in the Sun
Talbot Sunbeam driver Dave
Hopkins is planning to contest
both the Midnight Sun Rally in
Sweden next August and the
Roger Albert Clark Rally in
November. Arecentengine
rebuild has got the 1600cc car
running strongly and Hopkins
and co-driver Tony Vart will also
contest the gravel rounds of
the BHRC.

r—

Hopkins will see Midnight
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Meeke hopes C3 will
allow for a title challenge

By David Evans

Citroen will field three cars for
the season-opening Monte Carlo
Rally, with Craig Breen starting in
aDS3WRC alongside the newly
launched C3 WRCs of Kris Meeke
and Stephane Lefebvre.

The Waterford driver is expected to
gethisfirsttaste of the C3atround
two in Sweden, where he has more
experience than Lefebvre. Breen
and Lefebvre are expected to have
aC3each intimefor Rally Portugal
in May. Khalid Al-Qassimi will
make hisfirststartina C3 WRC
laterintheyear.

Citroen’sofficial returntothe
World Rally Championship was
launched in AbuDhabilast week.
The choice of venuereflects the
continued partnership between the
Citroen team and the UAE capital.

Talkingto MN, Meeke admitted he
wasready torealise hislifetime
ambition of fighting for the title.

“All my life T have waited and
wanted the chance tohaveashotat
the world championship,” he said.
“And now that feels soreal. We’ve
been away quietly doingour testing
and our own development, but now
it’shere and we’re on the road now
the car’sbeenlaunched.I'mready.”

CITROEN

Breen said he was happy with his
slightly lower profile arrival in the
series, usinga 2016 World Rally Car.

“That’s perfectforme,” he said.
“Monte’sone heck of achallenge.I'm
happy tobe goingthere to get some
experience and some mileage.

“LikeKrissaid, thisisthe
realisation of a dream. Honestly;,
it’sincredible to be working witha
brandlike Citroen-areal honour.”

Team principal Yves Matton laid
outtheteam’sambitionsat the
launch, saying: “In 2017, we want
towinraces in normal conditions,
by beating our competitors.

“Andthenin 2018, our goalisto

bringhome atleast one of the
world titles.”

The Belgian admitted there
would be pressure on the team after
its season-long official sabbatical.

Headded: “WhenIread certain
comments, Inote thatalot of people
areexpectingthe C3 WRC to be fast
right from the word go. We certainly
have pressure on our shoulders.

“Theteam is perhaps not as well-
established in thisenvironment as
before and we’llneed some time to
settleback in.

“We won’t be getting carried away.
We’ll treat this challenge with the
respect it deserves.”

Advertising enquiries: 0208 267 5865
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New challenger launched in UAE

TECHSPEC

Citroen C3WRC

Engine: 1600cc turbo

Bore/stroke: 84x72mm

Power: 380bhp @6000rpm

Torque: 400 Nm @4500rpm

Gearbox: Six-speed sequential hydraulic shift
Differentials: active centre, mechanical front
and rear

Clutch: cerametallic twin-disc

Suspension: MacPherson struts

Brakes: 300mm/370mm discs, four-piston
calipers (gravel/asphalt)

Steering: hydraulic rack and pinion

Wheels: 7x15-inch/8x18-inch (gravel/asphalt)
Length: 4128mm Width: 1875mm
Wheelbase: 2540mm Weight: 1190kg

Sebastien Ogier began his career
asan M-Sport World Rally Team
driverjust before Christmas,
testingthe Ford Fiesta WRC
fortwodaysin Sweden.

The Frenchman completed
closeto300milesatthe
testbased near Are.

Ogier and co-driver Julien
Ingrassiadeparted for holiday
straight after the testand will
returntothecarinthesecond
week of January, when they

willdrive for twodaysin the
French Alpsahead of the
Monte Carlo Rally.

Team principal Malcolm Wilson
said: “Everything went well with
thefirsttest, therereally wasn’'t
alottoreport. Sebastienraised a
coupleof small things which we
can easily sort, but we’re very
happy. Asyou can imagine, there’s
afantasticfeelingintheteam
rightnow and that goesright
through the whole staff at

M-Sport-it’shad such apositive
effectacrosstheboard.
“I'vealready seen some of the
documentation and dealings with
Julien [Ingrassia, co-driver] and
with Seband they are very, very
professional. LikeIsaid before,
it’snownosurprise that they
arefour-time champions. They’re
very focused on thejoband
lookingto getthemselvesin
the best position possible to
takeafifth straight title.”

Ogier completes first full test since confirming M-Sport deal with two days in Sweden

Wilson is confident two days
of running will be enough for
the defending champion to
dial himself intothe Fiesta
ahead of the Monte.

“We’vedonealotof testing
onasphaltand we’re confident
inthe car’s performance,”
said Wilson. “If youlook at
how quickly he’sadapted to
thecar,Ireally don’t seeitbeing
aproblem for him.Thaveno
concernsaboutthatatall.”

The Strength of Experience speedhne

e-mail: info@speedlinecorse.co.uk | website: www.speedlinecorse.co.uk
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DAKAR RALLY PRE VIE

‘Furuseth secures
2017 BRC deal’

Adam being readied, p14

Loeb experienced
the event in 2016

Sebastien Loeb will start

next week’s Dakar witha
shadow followinghim

closely —the shadow of Peugeot
team-mate and 12-time winner
Stephane Peterhansel.

The Dakar’s most successful
competitor ever haspledged
tohelpnine-time World Rally
champion Loeb win in South
Americaatjusthissecond
attemptnext month.

“Loeb can win Dakar,”
Peterhansel told Motorsport
News. “He’s probably the best
driver inthe world, he canlearn
very quickly Hemade some
mistakes on hisfirst Dakar,
butheisreally intelligent
and he won’t make the same
mistakesagain.”

Loeb’spaceintheearly
stages of the2016 Dakar was
exceptional, with the marathon
rally rookie running off intoan
earlylead. Hishopes of victory
were lost when he crashed his
Peugeot 2008 DKR.

Peterhansel added: “We know
that Sebastien is the future of
Peugeot in the Dakar. We will
trytohelp him, Icandrivelike
ashadow for him in the future
—Idon’tmindnow I'vereached
my targetof 12wins.”

Loebadmitted his second
Dakar would be slightly
easier, with the experience of
September’s Silk Way Rally
under hisbelt. Loeb had been
in contention for victory onthe
Moscow-Beijingevent until
anavigational error from
co-driver Daniel Elena cost

them dearly towards theend
of the 16-day competition.

“Ihave one year of
experience,” Loeb told MN.
“ThisismorethanIhadlast
year, butit’snotthesameasthe
20 years’ experience some of
myrivalshave.Iam confident
we have made a good job of our
preparationsand it’sthe same
for the team, for Daniel [Elena]
andforthecar. Forsure, the
motivationishere.

“CanIwin?Ihopelcan,but
it’sstill very complicated;
when you start thisrace you
stillhave two weeksto gotothe
finish, that’salongtimeanda
longway. It’sreally important
formetobeabletofind theright
sortof rhythm for the roads we
aredriving. Inthefirst week on
thisyear’s Dakar,I wasableto
goquickly and make good
times, but then Iwas caught
out:Imadeamistake by going
toofastinadifficultsection
andIcrashed.”

While Loebfocuses on his
driving, headmitsit’staking
timeto cometoterms with the

French master wants more

biggerrole Elena playsin
thecar.

“It’sareal partnership inthe
carnow,” hesaid. “It’s 50:50
and Imust trust whathesays.
Sometimes it can be frustrating
when youhave put inalot of
effort and youfeellike you have
driven a good stage only tocome
tothe end and you have dropped
10minutes because you got
lostinonejunction.”

Loebadmittedhewasn’ta
bigfan of Dakar’s emphasis
onnavigation.

“Thope it willnotbedecided
like this[onnavigational
errors],” hesaid. “Thopethe
speed and the performance
fromthe car and the crew have
some value in the final results.
If theydon’tthenIdon’t find
itsointeresting.”

Havingenjoyedroads
more akin tothe World Rally
Championship than Dakar
lastseason, Loebadmitted he
was expectingatoughertest
next week.

“Idon’tknow somuch about
theroute,” hesaid. “ButIthink

Peugeot has developed itsnew mach.me for20 1 7 cha]lenge

we know we are notlikely to
have somany WRCroadsthis
time. That will be better for
some of the guys who have
more Dakar experience and it
means there might be more
navigation.”

While Peterhansel talks
of helping Loebto victory,
the Alsatian starstilllists
the 12-time winner among
hisrivals.

“It’sall of my team-mates
who canbe strong,” said Loeb.
“Weknow about Stephane and
Carlos[Sainz], both of these
guys have won Dakar before.
Andnow there’s Cyril [Despres]
as well. His [Silk Way] win has
shown he can gofastand hehas
good experience of competition
ontheevent.

“Aswellasthat,Ithink we
have to watch for Nasser
[Al-Attiyah]. With him in the
Toyotalthinkitcanbeathreat,
especially because they have
more power with abigrestrictor
fortheir [petrol]engineand a
smaller one for our[diesel]
engine. Asforthe Minis, Idon’t
know.I know they have anew
car,butIdon’tknow-it’sall
been quite quiet from them.”

Startingfrom Asuncion on
January 2, the crews depart
Paraguayonal2-stage, 13-day
marathon comprising 5,500
competitivemiles. Therestday
on Sunday January 8 sitsat 4,000
metres in Bolivia, the world’s
highest capital city. Theninth
South American Dakar finishes
in Buenos Aireson January 14.

X-raid team hoss Sven Quandt asks for clarity over regulations for the longer term

X-raid team principal Sven
Quandthas called on Dakar
organisers tomake clear
theirlong-term intentions
fortechnical regulations.

Quandt’s squad preparesthe
official Minis which have won
four of thelastfive Dakars,
buthehas grown increasingly
disillusioned with the
regulations governingthe
South American event.

While runningits current
Dakar programme, X-raid has
been developingatwo-wheel-

drive buggy in parallel, witha
view tochangingthe Mini’s
configuration in the future.
Quandtsaid: “For two years,
we have been workingon the
two-wheel-drive carandit’'sa
nightmare to know which way
to go. Weneed more consistency.
If Peugeot is winning Dakar
againnext year, then the
two-wheel-drive cars could be
penalised with the balance of
performance and suddenly four-
wheel drive istheright answer.
“Weneed tomake some

direction from the FIA about
theregulations, for sureit’s
costingtoomuch forustobe
developingtwo different cars.”
Quandtadded thatthe
favourites were decided as soon
astherouteforthe January 2-14
rally was written. Withless
WRC-styleroads thisseason, it
appears Peugeot’s four-strong
team of two-wheel-drive 3008
DKRswill be stronger.
Headded: “Theorganisers
of theDakar can decide who is
winningtheirrace. If they

includelots of bumpsand
straightsin theroute then, sorry,
afour-wheel-drive car cannot
win. The two-wheel-drive cars
havelessresistance inthe
drivetrain and they have more
suspension travel to cope with
thebumps. Itold the FIA, we
needjustfive centimetres more
suspension travel and we can
compete with the two-wheel-
drive cars, but they will not give
ittous-they say this willmake
the carstoofast. Butaren’tthe
two-wheel-drive carstoofast?”
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OUP RALLYING EDITOR

DAVID
EVANS

“Haill is a
fantastic servant
to rallying”

)

=

he new dawn’s coming; cars are
being launched and tested from
the bottom of the French Alps to
the top of the Arctic Circle. 2017
can wait until next week.

For the last words of this year, I'm
going to turn to a man who is retiring from our sport
after more years than he would probably care to
remember: Andrew Haill.

I must admit | was slightly disappointed in the
MSA's press release last month, which detailed a
2017 sabbatical for the MSA Asphalt Rally
Championship “following the retirement of long-
time championship coordinator Andrew Haill.”

The communication was, | felt, alittle light on
gratitude foraman who'd put more than two
decades into a series.

When ljoined MN as assistant rallies editor, | was
leftin no doubt about the importance of the EARS/
Motoring News Tarmac Rally Championship.

Had there been any doubt, a call from Haill on my
first morning in Standard House soon put me right.

From 1997 until 2000, | covered national rallying,
spending on average 35 weekends of the year
following the exploits of Britain's best and happiest
of amateurs. About 10 of those weekends were
spent in the company of AKH.

But it wasn't just Andrew in those days, there was
the quintet including Ron Jackson and George
Brown, who timed the events, series scrutineer
Colin Salkeld and photographer Chris Miles-
Williams. | was taken under their collective wing
and shown the highlife from a season which started
from the Britannia Hotel, Newcastle Airport and
headed south via numerous trips over Epynt and
adash across the water to Wexford, to the Hendra
Caravan Park in Newquay.

There was rarely a dullmoment. And even if
reporting on three John Price title wins from four
(he only lost the fourth to Chris Wood on countback
in 1999) might have been a touch mundane, it at
least prepared for me dealing with single driver
domination ahead of my move to the world
championship...

A particular highlight of my time with Andrew and
co.camein 1999, by which time the series was
known as the Safety Devices National Macadam
Championship. For a couple of years, we'd been
pondering Belgium and its obvious asphalt delights,
so there was significant excitement when the
Elckerlyck Rallysprint was listed on the calendar.

Atrip to Eckers-like was planned and the six of
us couldn’t have looked more out of place:

Belgium wasn't Brecon. And what had they put
on their chips?

As ever, Andrew kept his drivers in order brilliantly,
but at one point came face-to-face with a Flemish-
speaking official. Andrew let him finish his
inordinately long question before smiling with a
one-word answer/statement.

“English!”

Clearly, that was the answer said official was
looking for. He didn't trouble us further.

| will always look back on my time with Andrew and
the boys with an enormous fondness and would like
to take this opportunity to thank AKH for all the help
he gave me in my early career.

‘), AGREE/DISAGREE?
&

mn.letters@haymarket.com



14 DECEMBER 28 2016 motorsport-news.co.uk

Advertising enquiries: 0208 267 5865

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Thomas Myre Hansen

FURUSETHGETS ANADAM

NorwEgian driverwillreturntoBRGforasphaltrounds

Duggan’s Adam (r) will

be repaired in Norway The Twingo was taken to the limit in 2016 JBRC

ByJack Benyon

Junior British Rally Championship
runner-up Sindre Furuseth will
upgrade from his outdated Renault
Twingo R2 to a Vauxhall Adam
R2for2017,dovetailing JBRC
asphalt rounds with the Junior
European Rally Championship.

The Norwegian impressed in the BRC
last year, presentingaregular challenge
toeventual champion Rob Duggan on

gravel rounds, before frontrunning on
hisfirstattemptsatasphaltrallying.
Furuseth willrentthe Adam R2 from
Vauxhall British Rally team boss Simon
Mauger. It’sthe car Duggan crashed
on Wales Rally GB in October.
“It’squite badly damaged but my
guysin Norway don’tthink it’stoo
bad and they’ll helpmebuild itup
again,” said Furuseth.
“We’llrunitasan Opel on
selectinternationalralliesin

Europe, probably some Junior ERC
[European Rally Championship]
rounds and then we’ll come back to
the UK for the Tarmacralliesand
runitasaVauxhall there.

“Inthe ERCwe’lldo Latviaand
we’ll probably do Poland as well
which isaTarmacrally.”

It wasthought the Norwegian driver
wouldn’treturn tothe BRC this year,
butachancetodevelop furtheron
asphalt was central tohis plans. He will

compete in Ypres, and on the Ulster and
Isle of Man, although his participation
inthelatterisdependant on budget.
“Thegoal next yearistowinevery
rally we attempt as we know we have a
great packagenow on gravel and
Tarmac, and a competitive car,” said
Furuseth. “If wedon’t winthe Tarmac
rallies in the BRC next year then the
other driversare better, it’s that simple.
“We got a great deal from Simon, I
think hereally wantsustodrivea

Vauxhall onthe BRCrounds. AndI
think it’s a better car than the Twingo.
The car is good but to have top results
in EuropelIthink we needed toupgrade
from the Twingo.Ithink wedid
everything we could for the Twingo
soit’stimeforanupgrade.”

Outof sixrounds in 2016, Furuseth
only finished off the podiumonce, in
Carlisle, after apuncture. He won the
Scottish Rally, one of thetwo events
Duggandidn’t win.

Josh Moffett heading to European Rally Championship
Three-time British
rally champion

Keith Cronin (1) and
navigator Mikie
Galvin () have won
the inaugural FIA
CelticTrophy. Run
over five events in the
UKand Ireland, the
duo took maximum
scores on two rounds
to head Sam Moffett to
the title. Class winners
included David Guest
and navigator Paddy
Robinson (Group N)
and Callum Devine/
Keith Moriarty
(two-wheel drive).

Josh Moffett will compete in the
European Rally Championship
next year after winning the Billy
Coleman Award earlier this month.
Moffett - British Rally Championship
winner on the Circuit of Ireland
this year —won £41,000 towards his
championship assault. The Irishman is
aiming to win the new prize for drivers
inR5 carsunder 28 yearsold inthe ERC
- Junior category. The winner will
receive adrive in a World Rally
CaronaEuropean round of
the WRC in 2018.

“We’replanning on doingthe
European championship next year,”
Moffett said. “We’re going to start
and see how we get on and see how
thebudget is. It all depends on how
we’re getting on and if we can have
agoodstabat it.

“We’ve done a few of therounds
before. They’re very good rallies and
it’sa good championship to do. There’s
alsoanew junior classfor R5cars,
for drivers under 28, that’s made it
interesting for us. We’re hoping for a
good shot at that, to see if we can winit.”

The move will mean Moffett is
unlikely to compete in the BRC at
all next year, and will only compete
onselect Irish Tarmac rounds.

“Forlogistical reasons it’s difficult
todoeverything,” headded. “We’re
probably going to give the BRC a pass
this year and we’ll do whatever Irish
Tarmac rounds we can.”

BRC returns to terrestrial TV coverage with Channel 4 for second season

The British Rally Championship
hassecured terrestrial television
for its second season continuing
with Channel 4.

The BRC returned after a one-year
hiatusthis year with coverage on
C4and BT Sport. The championship
hasn’t confirmed whether it
will continue with BT Sport but
islookingat other options.

Hayfisher will continue to produce
., A the programmes.
offett: Billy Coleman award win at fourth try “We are delighted that the series

FEKSTROM MADE THE MOST OF EARLY TESTING: WORLD RX REVIEW Z E ;PAGE 24]

hasbeen well received in an
encouragingfirst year and that
hasenabled us to extend our
relationship with Channel 4,” said
BRCmanaging director Ben Taylor.
“We have some exciting plans to
develop the programme and build
on the strong content that Hayfisher
produced in 2016 to ensure that we
reach wider audiences.”

Richard Hayfisher of Hayfisher
Productions added: “Hayfisher
Productionsisdelighted to once

again be producing BRC shows
for Channel4.
“Rallying in Britain continues
to grow and we look forward to
working with everyone againto
grow the series further and bring
theactionto Channel 4in 2017.”
The decision on who will present
the programme/programmes next
yearisstill tobe decided. MN’s WRC
columnist Colin Clark presented
this year’s coverage and islikely to
return to thefold.
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DARREN
GARROD

Age: 37 From: Abersoch
Co-driver extraordinaire
competing worldwide

Heis Canadian champ
“This yearhas beenagoodyear
as|'ve been competingin Canada
with Subaru Rally Team Canada
with the now nine-times CRC
winner Antoine L'Estage. This year
we won the manufacturers’, drivers'
and co-drivers’ championship. In
Chinal co-drove for three-time
BRC winner Mark Higgins in the
Subaru Rally Team China but we
have only done two events this year.
We did getto compete on the final
round of the BRC inthe DMACK
[Ford] Fiesta R5. | have also done a
couple of home events with my
friend Robert Swann in his Subaru
Impreza WRC S12B.”

The events are amix
“Rallying in Canadais areal mix.
Some events you expect snow
and get hotand dusty gravel, and
some events you get snow when
you were hoping fordry loose. It's
always different. The championship
startsin February in Quebec —
whichis usually icy —and returns
to QuebecinJune. Thenit's
Vancouver, back to Quebec,

the Rocky Mountains, the
eastern-based Rally of the Tall
Pines and finally back to the
Rocky Mountains. We hada
mechanical failure on round one.
Round two we won, round three
we rolled out of the lead and round
four we had another mechanical
failure. But we then won all the
remaining rounds.”

The food is different

in China

“Rallyingin Chinaiis also some
experience. Mostly due to the
complete different culture and the
food! This year we have ex-Subaru
factory driver Chris Atkinsonina
Prodrive-built VW Golf, Manfred
Stohlina Citroen R5, Jari Ketomaa
isin a Beijing Motors car [BAIC
Senova G50]. Mark [Higgins]

and |l are inthe Subaru that's

been built by Vermont Sports
Cars USA who David Higgins
drives for. In China we rally on hot
asphalt roads in the South to the
frozen lakes of North China

and the hot Gobi desert that
borders Mongolia but we do

use WRC studs onthe

snow-Ice events there.”

Bikeswere the
beginning

“My interest in motorsports
comes from my dad whowas a
motorcycle speedway rider back
inthe late 1960s and early '70s.
I'm the firstin the family to turn
into cars and my mother used

to take me out of school to go
and watch the RAC Rallyin
Penmachnoin the early '90s!

My first ever rally was my local
road rally backin 1998 witha
friend inan Austin Metro. lfinished
in last place with all my mistakes.”

Garrod (1) with L'Estage

. The MSA English Rally

‘Toyota reveal new

WRC challenger’

The Yaris WRC unwrapped, p20
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ALENDAR

JACK
BENYON

“The UK is dying
for new single-
make series”

. Championshiphasbeen
overhauled to include gravel
and asphaltralliesas well as
four-wheel-drive carsand
over two-litre machines for
thefirsttime.

The championship has
runinitscurrent guise, with
carsunder two-litre and
two-wheel drive only, since
2005. But despite opening the

MSA English Rally Championship

RALLY |DATE | WHERE
West Somerset Gravel

Somerset Stages April 8

| SURFACE

Carlisle Stages Rally June 10 | Kielder Forest Gravel

Nicky Grist Stages July8

Mid Wales Forests | Gravel

Nicky Grist Asphalt Stages | July 9

Epynt Ranges Asphalt

Tyneside Stages Aug 6

Otterburn Ranges | Asphalt

Dukeries Rally Aug 20 | Donington Park Asphalt

Woodpecker Stages Sept2 | Shropshire Gravel

Trackrod Forest Rally Sept30 | North Yorkshire Gravel

championship up itremains

classstructured.
Thetwo-wheel-drive cars
remain in with achance of
clinchingtheseries next year.
“We’re stilla class-based
championship,” said BTRDA
chairman Howard Wilcock.
“It [the championship] won’t
automatically go to afour-
wheel-drive car. It could go to
any class, 1400cc, 1600cc, a two-
litre. It wastotryand open it up
tomore people and we alsodid
asurvey of competitorsand
this is what they asked for. We
hope it will prove popular.”
The series adds the asphalt-
based Tyneside Stages,
Nicky Grist Asphalt Stages
and Dukeries Rally tothe
championship. Indoingso,
the championship becomesthe

only one inthe BTRDA with
asphaltnext year.

The MSA Asphalt
Championshipfolded last

the offing, while the BTRDA

Itwasintroduced in 2015
and used many of the MSA
Asphaltrounds.

isn’trunningnext year, so

depended on those events,”
added Wilcock. “Indoing
this[changingthe MSA

we were still tryingto have
achampionship withan
elementof asphaltinit.Itis

month with ayear’s hiatusin

Challenge won’trunthis year.

“The asphalt championship

we’renotrunningthe BTRDA
Challenge either because that

English Championshiprules],

stillthe English championship
and mostof theeventsare
stillin England.”

The addition of the Dukeries
Rally -asingle-venue event
held at Donington Park race
track-makes it thefirst
eventof itskind tofeature
inthe BTRDA.

“Althoughit’sasingle-venue
rally, it’sa type of rally that
happensin England. We
thought the inclusion of that
gives youadifferent element.
It'sasummer event which
willgive youaplacetobring
sponsorsand family. It’sa
bitof variety. It’s still best
six scorescount inthe
championship soyoudon’t
havetodoeveryevent.”

Meadows to BTRDA for senior rally debut

TommiMeadows will step
up from the Junior Formula
1000 Championshiptothe
BTRDA in2017.

Meadows—who won the UK
YoungRally Driver of the
Year Award at the World Expo
earlier thisyear—hasbeen
buildinga 1400S-spec Ford
Kafortwo years, and plans
todebut it on the Malcolm
Wilson next year.

“My time in the Juniorshas
been valuable butI'mready
foranew challenge,” hesaid.
“Ilike the circuits, butIthink
my drivingstyle will suitthe
forests.Iturn 17 in February so
T’'lIlhave amonth to pass before
the Malcolm Wilson.

“We’lldotherestof the
BTRDA and maybe a few
asphaltrallies, onesI’ve done
beforelike the Solway Coast.”

The car hasbeen builtalong
with A Frame Engineering
fromabarebodyshell ahead

e /]

of Meadow’s debut campaign
atseniorlevel.

“We were going to go 1400C
butthe suspension wasn’tas
strong[standard suspension is
required by regulations]. With
the seeding we wanted to build
the strongest car we could.

We wanted to get the proper
suspension onitand make
sure we’d befinishingall the
rallies if wecan.

“The engine compared tothe
othersisn’t very special. It’1l
have 150bhp which isstillalot
morethan the Micra.”

ROAD RALLY ROUND-UP

Stefan Taylor took victory on
Chelmsford MC'’s famously
challenging Preston road rally
event, with twice previous winner
Adrian Gladwin navigating their
Proton Coupe.

The winners didn't have it their
own way as they suffered severe
visibility problems on section four,
‘Kentford’, one of the very few wet
and muddy parts of the route.

Owen Turner and Rob Henchoz
received alarge penalty at Ingham
and scored a puncture relegating
them to third, behind Paul Sharp
and Paul Barrett.

Results

Organiser: Chelmsford Motor Club When:
December 3/4 Where: Writtle, Chelmsford
Championships: None Route: 180 miles
Starters: 57.

1 Stefan Taylor/Adrian Gladwin (Proton Coupe)
14m32s; 2 Paul Sharp/Paul Barrett (Rover 25)
+3m12s; 3 Owen Turner/Rob Henchoz (MG
IR); 4 Keith Lane/ Martin Lane (Ford Ka);

5 Richard Oxley/Andrew Lowe (Proton Satria);
6 Paul Boxall/ Matt Beebe (ZR 105); 7 Rob
Kitchen/ Ed Rutherford (ZR); 8 Craig
Bellworthy/ David Smalley (Ford Puma);

9 Ed Scott/Ben Scott (Satria); 10 Lee
Burgess/Simon Walsh (Peugeot 205 GTi).
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GROUP NATIONAL EDITOR

here’s been lots of positive
news to offset the negative
news in rallying’s off season.

It all starts at the top of the
tree and Sebastien Ogier
joining M-Sport will hopefully
breathe new life into rallying in the country,
encouraging non-specialist media to pay more
attention and more people to give rallying a go.

We've also had news of the M-Sport
one-make series in Ireland for M-Sport's new
Ford Fiesta R2 National, with another UK-based
series in the offing in the coming months.

I think those are a good idea. A homologated
single-make car which can be upgraded to
R2 specification, and allows juniors to go
and learn — pacenotes especially — before
jumping into the ultra-competitive Junior
British Rally Championship is very worthy.

But for me, there's stilla gap. There isa gap
for athrough the floor budget single-make
championship. It should be something you can
complete ayearinforless than £15,000.

There are championships out there that do
that sort of thing, and by no means am|
criticising those. For example, | got a chance to
compete in the Fiesta ST Trophy earlier this year,
aone-make series for the Ford Fiesta STs.

While the ST Trophy is almost undoubtedly the
best single-make gravel-based championship
inthe country after just one season, it does
have two minor downsides.

The championship is dominated by the
M-Sport-built Fiesta, but a ‘clubman’ spec car
has also been built by rallyme and drafted into
the regulations. However, that carisn't currently
as competitive as the M-Sport car (especially
when driven by me) and although the car is
relatively bulletproof and a lot of fun, it's not
quite at the M-Sport car’s level due to a trade
off between quality and cost.

The other minor problem with the ST Trophy is
the gravel-based calendar. While many of the
drivers entering the Trophy come from the
asphalt-based Junior 1000 Championship,
Juniors still need to be competing on ‘proper’
senior asphalt rallies where they can write
their own notes.

Another championship currently competing
is the GwynneSpeed Challenge, which is
massively underrated as a place to go and learn
your craft. While the championship is mixed
surface, for youngsters wanting to learn how
to write notes, the series lacks here as all the
events are done on organiser’s notes.

So, while none of the above is assassination
of the two championships mentioned —as|
happen to rate them both extremely highly —
| still feel there's a hole for another
championship for drivers aspiring to
national and international level.

Something of a half-way house between
the ST Trophy and the GwynneSpeed
Challenge. A half-way house offering parity
of cars, amix of asphalt and gravel on larger
National B events.

It's the next step in providing a pool of talented
youngsters a defined route to the newly
re-established British Championship.

/% AGREE/DISAGREE?
. mn.letters@haymarket.com
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INSIGHT: HISTORIC FF1600

Photos: Paul Lawrence

Callum Grant

topped title race
"W

Historic FormulaFord1600has just enjoyed another epic seasonand now the class heads
forits 30thanniversary seasonin2017. Paul Lawrence looks at the explosionininterest.

uly21967wasa
landmark day for
motorracingas
Formula Ford made its
debut at Brands Hatch.
Theinauguralrace
drew a 20-car field and was won
by Ray Allen in a Lotus 51.
Infact, most of the cars were
Lotus51s, prepared by thelocal
racing school Motor Racing
Stables, powered initially by
1500cc Ford engines.
Dueonthegridthatday wasa
young Richard Mallock ina
front-engined chassisfromthe
family marque, but he went off
atDruidsonthe warming-uplap
and may well, therefore, be the
first person tohave crashed a
Formula Ford.
Brands Hatch bossand
Formula Ford creator John Webb’s
promotional concept of acomplete
car, ready torace, for less than £1000
ensured that the class really took off
asthe 1600cc Kent engine propelled
Formula Ford tounimagined levels
of competition acrossthe world.
Theracing, over the nextfive
decades, hasbeen consistently
epicand many reputations have
beenmade intheclass.
Itisthecarsfrom thefirstfive
seasons, uptotheendof 1971,
that populate the HSCC’s Historic
Formula Ford Championship. The

firstretro class for Formula Ford was
the once-successful Pre 74 category,
butnothing hasblossomed over the
lasttwo decadeslike the Historic
division, with a cut-off date designed
tokeep outthe more advanced
chassisfrom the mid-1970s.

Thestory of the historicseries
goesback totheearly 1990sand a
recognition thatan affordable
historicsingle-seater category was
needed. Formula Ford fitted the bill
and formerrace car trader and
seasoned racer Chris Alford was
pivotalto getting theidea off the
ground withinthe HSCC.

Initially, the category ranasaseries
of racesbutby 1995 ithad earned
itsstripesand Lotus 61 racer Bryan
Hayward was thefirst champion.
The conceptremainsa winner,
relyingon simple spaceframe
chassis, the bomb-proof Kentengine
and durable and effective control
Avontyres. Theseare carsthat
average people can afford toown
andrunand, despite the runaway
popularity of theclass, thecars
arestill affordable ata time when
the values of otherhistoric
single-seaters continueto climb.

Arace-ready car starts from around
£20,000, though top cars can nudge
up towards £30,000, while aseason’s
running cost for the competent
amateur, including sometesting,
comes inataround £7000.

Packed grids,such as thisat Cadwell, were a feature ofthe 16 season

i NDAR
Historic Formula Ford
April 8 Donington Park
May 20/21 | Silverstone GP
June 17/18 | Cadwell Park
July 1/2 Brands Hatch GP
July 28-30 | Silverstone GP
Aug 5/6 Croft
Aug 26-28 | Oulton Park Intl
Sept 23 Snetterton
Oct 21/22 | Silverstone National

Pre-1972 Formula Ford 1600s running to period
regulations, using control Avon tyres and the
1600cc Ford Kent engine.

More details: hscc.org.uk, historicff.co.uk

Regularracer Chris Sharples
reckons that the category isjustas
affordable today as it was 50 years
ago. “Theoriginal £1000 price fora
car compared with alist priceof a
Ford Anglia of £600. Take a current
price of £20,000 for a Formula Ford
and compare it to today’s £14,000 for
aFord Fiestaand theratios are very
similar,” says Sharples. “But today
yourrace car won’t depreciate
and whereas back then you would
regularly throw away the tyres,
nowadays the Avons give a
very full life.”

Whilethebangforbuckratioisas
goodasanythinginhistoricracing,
series prime mover and Merlyn
racer Andrew Mansell says that
the success of the categoryhasalot

There are plenty of cars available

todowith what happens off the
track. Thisis one of the mostsociable
championshipsof all, withalot

of effort putintobringingdrivers
together over race weekends.

“Thechampionshipmaintainsa
strongsocial side with hospitality
andregular dinners in the paddock
withafocusoninclusionof partners,
family and friends,” says Mansell.
“Weareagroupof friendsbothon
and off the circuitand you will get
help tosolve your problems.”

Itisclearthatdrivers whohave
sharedalaugh thenightbeforeare
lesslikely todrive into each other
intheraces.

Mansell believes that Historic
Formula Ford is the cheapest
genuinehistoric high-profile
single-seater championship in
the UK: “The valueof carsis
maintained and they are simple
toprepare and maintain, which
requires abasiclevel of knowledge
andasimpletool kit.”

With well-defined regulations and
consistentscrutineering, the class
offersavery level playing field and
the quality of racingis consistently
outstanding. “Thisisracing without
any of thedrivingaidsoraero,
relyingondriver skilland racecraft,”
says Mansell. “We have close and
excitingracingall the way through
thefield and everyone onthe grid
canexpectarealrace. Although the

culture in Historic Formula Ford
isvery competitive, thelevel of
aggression thatis often a partof
modernracinghasnoplace withus.”
Atthefront of the pack, there have
been many epic wheel-to-wheel
battles, yet very few tangles. There is
camaraderie amongthe top drivers
andracerslike category champions
Callum Grant, Sam Mitchelland
Benn Simmsalong with key
contenders Rob Wainwrightand
risingteenager Benn Tilley have
banter and respect off the track.
Former multiple champions Neil
Fowler and Nelson Rowe also drop
infrom timeto time to keep the new
cropon theirtoes.Infact,in2017,as
many as seven former champions,
with 15titles between them, are
likely tobe on the grid at some point.
The 2016 season was marked by
huge grids, regularly requiring split
races and concluded with a 50-car
entry for the Silverstone finale. That
couldbecomethenormin2017asthe
50th anniversary celebrationskick
in.Headlineraces include the 50th
anniversary weekend at Brands
Hatch and the Silverstone Classic.
The signs are clear that the boom
in Historic Formula Ford will run
andrun. For funracingamong
like-minded individuals, ithas
few equals. The category may be
50 years old but it clearly still has
agreatdeal to offer.®

Stars such as Tiff Needell have been tempted back to Formula Ford
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InDecember, three drivers competinginthe UKin2016 headed to Laguna Seca for the

nEnglishman,
anIrishman
and a Scotsman
walkintoa
bar. But only
because they
raised it sohigh.
In early December Formula
Fordsters Ollie White, Niall Murray
and Neil Maclennan headed to
Laguna Seca in search of the Holy
Grail: a£160,000 prize towards a
season in USF2000 courtesy of the
MazdaRoad toIndy Shootout.
Andtheyreally did setthe bar high.
Thetriodid afantasticjob of matching
upagainst 15other drivers, all of whom
had won somesortof championship
intheir domestic seasons, in
contention for the massive prize.
Irishman Niall Murray had a ticket
courtesy of winning pretty much
everythingin Formula Ford in the UK

Sl
Oliver Ashew, Champisn B o |
el _ T

N |
=

Askew won the big £160,000 prize

this year. The National Championship,
Martin Donnelly Trophy, Formula Ford
Festival and the Walter Hayes Trophy
all wentback to Ireland with the
Bernard Dolan-run Van Diemen driver.

Ollie White was chosen asawildcard
from James Beckett’s SuperSeries, and
Neil Maclennan swept all before him in
the Scottish Championship.

Allthree championshipshadjoined
Mazda’s new programme for 2016,
sending their winner to compete for
the prize in the all-new shootout.

Itall spawns from Mazda’s backing
of youngtalent. The marque puts well
over $4million (£3.2million, but it
would have been morelast year, thanks
Brexit) intofindingand nurturing
the best youngtalent from all over the
world. Itdoesn’t even get involved
with the politics; Murray, White and
Maclennan all came from Ford-
powered championships—Ford being
amajor competitor of Mazda.Itis
committed tofinding the best talent.

“We want talent that canrisetothe
top,” says Kyle Kimball, manager of
operations for Mazda Motorsports in
North America. “That’s how we tell
our story. Success comes when that
person comes from the grassroots, from
F1600, from Spec Miata [roadcar-based

Mazda MX-5championship], goes
through all of the stepsand makes it
tothe IndyCar Series. We want the
talent, whether it’sfromthe United
States, Britain, Australia, that can
comeinandrisetothetop.”
Sowithasetof judgesonboard—
which included IndyCar race winner
Scott Goodyear, IMSA SportsCar
frontrunner Joel Miller and current
IndyCarracer Spencer Pigot—the plot
was setand the drivers assembled on
the east coast of the US in Monterey.
And MNwasalongfortheride.
Theformat was simple. Each driver
gotthree sessionsinaMazda-powered
carwithasimilar chassistoa Formula
Ford 1600, built by Ray. Some of the
differencestothe UK-powered Kent
machine included flappy paddle
gearbox instead of a H-pattern, plus
tyres withless grip and the obvious
increase in power from the 1600 Kents.
Thejudges were out on the Laguna
Secacircuit watching for ahost of
thingstoseteachdriverapart, the
tangible or intangibles that would
result in the manufacturer parting
with a hefty amount of dosh come
theend of thetwodays.
“The main thing we’relookingfor is
speed, consistency,and how the drivers

learnthetrack and the car,” says Pigot,
agraduate of the MazdaRoad to Indy
ladder, through which Pro Mazda and
Indy Lights titles helped him progress
allthe way to IndyCar. “Also, how
they apply the feedback through the
day. We’relookingat speed with
consistency;are they droppinga
wheel off, locking up and pushing
toohard? The basic stuff. Ithink
there’salot of good guysouthere
who willmake our decision tough.”

Andthetest wasatoughone. Bearin
mind, this is Mazda Raceway Laguna
Seca.If youhaven'tdrivenrounditon
Gran Turismo somuch that your eyes
havebled, here’s the professional torun
you through the challenges it offers.

“It’ssuch auniqueand difficult
track,” adds Pigot. “There’s elevation
changes, hard brakingzones, fast
corners, blind corners, you getabit of
everything. Toputa fulllap together
herereally shows that you’reavery
good driver. I'veraced here one time
and it was one of thetoughertracksto
getused to.Ithink it’sa perfect place
tohave ashootoutlike this.”

Murray, Maclennan and White
all took time to properly adapt tothe
circuit, butthejudges considered the
factthatsomeof the contendershadn’t

driven on the circuit before. Progression
throughout the day was a vital part of
impressingthe powersthatbe.

The opening day was a corker for
Murray. Only Oliver Askew came close
tomatchingorbeatingthe Irishman’s
times, and itlooked like Murray’s
trait of sweepingall before him would
continue with Trump-like domination
of the UStoo. But Askew wasa
formidable opponent. Injusthis
fourth carrace, he was shipped over
tothe Formula Ford Festival with the
Team USA Scholarship this yearand
wasa podium challenger before a
puncture. In hisfifth carrace, hisfirst
inthe wet, he was Murray’s closest
challenger and finished second in
the Walter Hayes Trophy.

White was also a strong contender on
thefirstday, if alittle off Murray’s pace.
Buthe’d done enough tomake thefinal
asthe pacebegan toimprove intothe
second morning. Hislock-upsand
overshoots becamelessandlessas
the consistency arrived justin time
tocatapulthim into thefinal.

Astheyoungestof the group
Maclennan had an exceptional attitude
tothe whole process, during which it
would have been easy to become
overawed. There wasan air of
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chance towinabig prize courtesy of Mazda. By Jack Benyon [

Maclenn,

acceptability thatreachingthe
final would be difficult, but the Scot
improved each time out on the track.
He’ll certainly bea frontrunnerat the
award next year should he make it back.

“I'mabsolutely delighted to be
honest, the competition wasreally
close, and really fair,” says Maclennan.
“Thesixdrivers they’ve picked are
really quick. Thisisn’tthe end forus,
we’rehappy.”

Thefinaldid include our Irishand
English entrants. However, Murray,
by theend of thetwodays, inhis
own words, was beaten by himself.

Hewasalittle outof sortsinthe
morning, while White was trending
upwards with his pace. And so it was
proven inthenext session. White took
poleinthe penultimate element of
the shootout; a20-minute qualifying
session. Murray was out of sortsand
attheback of thesixfinalists despite
hisformonthe previousday.

Thelastelement of the process was
a30-minuterace. And itdelivered just
like thefans of Formula Ford inthe
UK will know this sortof racingcan,
but with improved Mazda power.

White got off toa great start, but soon
Askew wasreelinghim in. The two
went wheel-to-wheel for two or three

laps, much tothe glee of thejudges.
Jonathan Bomarito-Mazda sportscar
driver-gavean excellentrunning
commentary to the otherjudges over
theradio. “Ohmy gosh,” he gasped as
the duo went through Turns3and4.
Watchingat Turn 11 with Joel Miller; it
was incredibleto see the drivers setting
each otherup and tactically manoeuvring
todefend or attack. It wasalesson in
driving beyond the drivers’ years.

Askew gotahead, and therace was
over. White’s day-two performance
hadbrought him into the conversation
for winning the award while Murray
had gonebackwards. It wasa
heartbreakingend to whathas
been aphenomenal season.

“Today for whateverreason—
whether it was the tyres or something
else—thetimejust wasn’tthere,”
Murray says. “IntheraceIsqueezed
every tenth outof the car,Iwas
very consistent in the car, butit wasn’t
quick enough.”

And so, it wasdown tothe winner. It
was Askew, but that doesn’t tell you
everything. Hetook it after an assured
and consistent couple of daysinthecar.
Heeven creditedracinginthe UK in
helpinghim win theaward.

White had hoped tomake thefinal as

apre-event target. Butnot winning
still packed a hurtful punch.

“I'mobviously disappointed not to
win,” confirms White. “The problem
isyourexpectationsrise,assoonasI
was inthefinal sixIwas thinkingabout
winningit. It’sdisappointingtomissout.

“Itwasanepicrace with Oliver, we
were wheel-to-wheel for two-or-three
laps. Wenearly made contactin afew
places but we came out of it unscathed.

“WhenIstarted the weekend I was
abit off thepace, butIchipped away at
itand I’'m proud of my effort.”

Askew walks away with $200,000
towards his USF2000 campaign next
year,and there’smore on theladder
Mazdasupports in the sidebar (right).

It’snosurprisedriversfromall over
the world are headingto compete in
Mazda’s championships. Look at Pigot.
He went from Pro Mazda to IndyCar
with barely any personal cost. Hemay
support Manchester United, buthe’sa
kind and approachable guy, lucky to
have made itto where he isthanksto
the process.

Keep your eye on Americaandthe
Road toIndy ladder. We'relikely to
seemany more of our Britishand
Irishtalentsheadingout there in
the future.m
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Murray (1) was disappointed

THE MAZDA ROADTO INDY LADDER

The Mazda Road to Indy provides a clear
path fromits entry slicks-and-wings
USF2000 series to IndyCar. It's even
more impressive on Mazda's part when
you consider it has no involvement

in IndyCar either as ateam or engine
supplier. USF2000 boasts a new car
next year, which will increase costs from
teams, but the ladder is more attractive
inthe sense thatin 2018 USF2000

and Pro Mazda will share chassis.
Soinstead of buying a new chassis,
USF2000 will be able to be upgraded

to Pro Mazda. Here's the Road to Indy
ladder from bottom to top.

USF2000
(new car for?’17)
Chassis: Tatuus USF-17

(F3 safety spec)

Tyres: Cooper Tires

Engine: Mazda MZR two-litre
(sealed), four-cylinder, 170bhp i
Rounds: 14

Prize: $400,000
(£320,000) (step into
Pro Mazda)

2016 champion:
Anthony Martin

Pro Mazda

(New carin 2018,
same chassis)
Chassis: Elan Technologies
(changing to Tatuus USF-17in 2018)
Tyres: Cooper Tires

Engine: Mazda Renesis rotary engine
(sealed), 260bhp

Tyres: Cooper Tyres

Rounds: 12

Prize: $790,000 (£632,000)
(stepinto Indy Lights)

2016 champion: Aaron Telitz

Indy Lights

Chassis: Dallara
IL-15

Tyres: Cooper Tires
Engine: Mazda
MZR-R two-litre turbo
(sealed), 450bhp

Rounds: 16

Prize: $1,000,000

(step into IndyCar)

(£800,000)

2016 champion: Ed Jones

Road to Indy poster boy
Spencer Pigot
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LAUNCH: TOYOTA WRC CAR

here were
definitely times
whenthe

good people of
Puuppolamust
have feared this
moment might
never actually happen. And it’s
probably worth confirming —for
those Toyota Gazoo Racing folk
who still haven’t had amoment
tocatchup-the Yaris WRC has
beenlaunched. It’sarrived.

Normally alaunch bringsan
overwhelmingsense of relief from
withinateam. They’ve madeit.

Shortly before team principal Tommi
Makinen was invited on stage toreally
start proceedings, WRC Live’s Becs
Willliams -the host for thelaunch -
goesthrough the gears in her build-up,
culminating with aline which must
have sent shivers down the spines of the
collected white shirtsabout the place.

“Monte Carlo can’t come soon enough
forthisteam,” shereasons.

Isuspectitcan.

Themore experienced among the team
hadlearnedtoavoid the brightlights,
forfear of beingpictured standing,
staringlike the proverbial rabbit.

Toyota’slatest recruit Jari-Matti
Latvalawasthe most succinctinhis
appraisal of theteam’s preparations
forthe 2017 season.

“Wemadethis car in seven months,”
hesays. “Volkswagendiditinoneanda
half years. Weneed one more year for
thedevelopment of the Yaris.”

Latvala had studiously avoided any
attempttolurehim intoany kind of
comparison between the car he had been
testing inthe French Alpsaday before
the Hesinkilaunch with the Polohe’d
been pounding around shortly before
WalesRally GB in October.

Hesaid plenty by sayingnothingatall.

Understandably, the world waslooking
forward to next season and the prospect
of awinningreturnfor Toyota. And why
not? Thelast time the Japanese giant
returned tofull-timerallying in 1998,
Carlos Sainzstarted the season witha
win in Monte Carlo. The Corolla WRC,
yoususpect, had significantly more
development than the Yaris.

Lookingback atthefirm’ssporting
pedigree and history made for asensible
tacticin deflectingsome of thetrickier
questionsabout next season. Beingone
of the sport’s more studious sorts,
Latvalareached straight for stories
from the past. And personalised them.

He’saman whose own collection of
carsincludesabrace of Group A
Toyota Celicas.

“Cominghereislike cominghome,”
hesays. “In20031did my firstrally —
Winter Rally Estonia—in a World Rally
CarinaToyota Corolla WRC.Itwasa
1999 car. And before that, I was driving
a1986 CorollaGT.”

Fromtheageof 16, Latvala entered
justaboutevery rallysprintgoingin

Latvala is full of optimism

Finland and he did so at the wheel of the
rear-wheel-drive GT. Asabrief aside, as
soonas heturned 17, heboughtaRenault
Clio,cameto Britain for hisfirstrally
proper: the Dukeries. He went off.

Asadriver wholivesand breathes
rallying, Latvalaknows Toyota’s
history inside outand the sense of
responsibility at wakingsucha
sleepinggiantisclear.

“Toyota have been in the world
championshipfirsttime in1973,”
hesays. “Butthen it wasabig
disappointment in 1999 when they
stopped. Andnow they areback and
I'mvery happy to be back with them.
They arereally committed to fight for
thetitleand the championship.”

Justnotnext year?

“No,notnextyear.”

Tothe casual motorsportobserver,
thelack of development time for Toyota
mustbe quite confusing.Isn’tthisthe
company that first started workingon
a2017-bound Yaris WRC in December
2013? That’s the December 2013 that’s
three yearsago...

Yesandno.

That wasthe other Toyota. That was
the Toyota based in Cologne; the Toyota
that clinched both World Endurance
titlesa couple of yearsago, notto
mention the seven World Rally
Championship crowns in seasons past.

Thisis where Toyota’s story gets
slightly confusing. Instead of sticking
with Cologne and its already advanced
development programme, the project
was diverted north to Puuppola, in
Finland: the home of four-time
world champion Makinen.

That meant scratchingouta year
and a half of Toyota Motorsport
development and startingwith an
almost clean slate at Toyota Gazoo
Racingin Augustlast year.

Almost, because TMG hasretained
the engine development work.

Helsinki’snew dawn wasn’tthetime
ortheplacetoberakingover old coals,
buttothe casual observer the situation
still took some understanding.

Makinen worked hard toland the
dealhe’d always wanted, but the task
isonly goingto getharder from here
on. And the weight of expectation
accompanying Toyota’sreturn
doesn’thelp.

“Thisisaveryexcitingmoment for
me,” says Makinen. “To come back
with Toyota makes me very proud.”

AndMakinen hasbeenrightat the
heartof that comeback. He was the first
man totesta Finnish-built Yarisand he’s
theman who’s seen the most changes.

“Every areaof the carhasmoved
forward since that firsttest,” he says.
“The aerodynamics are completely
different, the engine hasmoved
forward alottooand of coursethe
suspension, the differentialsand,
Iwould say, the driveability of the car.
Wehave comealongway.”

Farenough?

Aero has some fine detailing

Toyota Yaris will
be developed

“The comingseason isthe year where
we try toreach the good position during
every singlerally,” he says. “Weneed
athree-carteam to compete for the
manufacturers’titleand that will be
inthe year2018. We give our maximum
effort with Juho [Hanninen] having
completed the massive test programme
and Jari-Matti’s massive experience.
With these two things, we try toreach
best ever development programme in
2017tobeready for2018.”

Talking of drivers, whatabout
Sebastien Ogier? How close did Makinen
cometosigningthe Frenchman?

There’satypically long Tommi
pause while he considers his options.

“Wetrytofind the bestdriverline-up
available,” hesays. “A month ago it was

| completely different and we were lucky

enough tobe inthe position tofind one
more seat. With Jari-Matti, we managed
togetadriver whoisoneof the most
experienced, histechnical knowledge
isthehighestlevel of all the current
drivers, he can give good feedback
and help usto improve ourselves.”
Ogier’sdecisionnottojoin Toyota
wasn’tahuge surprise, what was
surprising was that Andreas Mikkelsen

Afteratoughbirth, David Evans watche

—theman who won on Volkswagen’s
lastever official outingin Australia
lastmonth and hasshown Latvalaa
fairly clean pair of heels inthesister
Poloall season—-was overlooked.

“Of course, we know they are both
fastdrivers, but we are heretolearnand
goforward and Jari-Matti’s experience
wasone of themost interesting
reasons,” says Makinen by way of an
explanation why hehadn’tadded the
Norwegian’sname to the books.

Instead, he’d gone home and signed
athird Finnish driver (WRC2 champion
Esapekka Lappi istheteam’s testdriver,
who will tackle around seven rounds
nextseason)totheteambased in
Finland and run by him, one of the
highest-flying Finns.

Hanninen saw this one coming.

“Idon’tknow how much it matters that

thedriversareall from Finland,” he says.

“Theteam’slanguage is English, soI
don’tthink it matters where we come
from. Being Finnish, maybe we’re going
toget some straighter feedback from the
boss when we’ve finished the event!”
Butwhatabout that boss?
And whatabout Makinen and the

| storiesof disharmony intheteam

dthe wrap
B\ \\ ]

and between Finland and Japan?

Hanninen laughs.

“Ican promise you,” hesays, “thistalk
of disharmony has been coming much
morefrom the mediathan ithasbeen
inside the team. Much more. Honestly,
theatmosphere isfantastic. These guys
who have been on the testing
programme, they have been one month
away from their homes and workinglike
hell, but still they have been laughing.

“Tommihasreally taken care of this,
there’sno politics and everybody has
thesametarget.Itishelpingthathe’s
adriver himself, so he knows what is
makingtheteam happy-includingthe
smallthings. Thisis important when
we have been so busy. And we have been
busy, you can believe we have not been
sitting in meetings, no, no, we have
been inthefield working.”

And whilethey’ve been in that field,
it’sbeen Britain’s Tom Fowler —aman
whose WRC teeth were cut at M-Sport
andhisengineeringnoushoned inthe
nuclear energy industry-who’sbeen
overseeingoperations.

Lookingatthe Yarisitlookslikefairly
standard 2017 fare: nosey front witha
juttingbottomlip, flared arches and




scome off the new Toyota WRC car

wider sills. But then from therear; it
looksfairly hectic. Therear spoiler
sittingabovelayered aero coming off
theback of therear wheels gives the
Yarisreal angular menace.

Thenewregulations have given the
most freedom in terms of aerosince
theend of GroupB. Thedays of bolting
the biggest workable tea traysto either
end of the carsare gone. Thescience
involved inairflow in modern day
rallyingismind-boggling.

“You have to choose what you want,”
says Fowler. “Previously you were so
limited you just went for the maximum.
Everybody took the maximum rear wing
and bolted ittoa hatchback, whichmade
the carslook pretty similar. With this

“The car
has come
a long way”’

| extrafreedom, youhave todecide how

muchdragisacceptable. We’ve donealot
of work onresearching what’stheright,

the correctlevel of aero,ratherthanjust
goingfor the maximum aero package.

“We’ve used the full free box [the rear
winghastofitintoabox of specific
dimensions]and then tuned the device
towhat we were tryingtoachieve. It
depends on the size and the shape of
your car tofind what you canand can’t
do. Thisiswhatsuited a Yaris WRC
and itmay notsuitanothercar.”

The downforce and theenginearethe
areas of the car which have impressed
the driversthe most, but transmitting
that power and potential to the road
means gettingthe suspensionright.

While he was competing, Makinen
worked with Bos dampers and he was
keento continue thatrelationship
with the French suspension firm.

Fowler says: “We’ve worked really
hard on the suspension, this wasone
of our key targets from the start. The
stagesaresoindividual, youneeda
caryoucantunetotheroad.”

Anotherbigarea of change for next
season isthere-introduction of an

| active centredifferential. Thisis where
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TIMELINE OF THEYARIS

December 2013: Toyota Motorsport
GmbH —the Japanese firm's
independent motorsportarmin
Cologne —confirms it will be

building a Yaris WRC.

January 2014: TMGtargetsa
returntothe WRCin 201 7. Stephane
Sarrazin named as TMG's test driver.

March 2014: TMG begins testing
aYaris WRC builtto 2014 regulations
in ltaly. The planis to start banking
currentrally data.

August 2014: TMG starts testing its
Yaris on asphalt, while Tommi Makinen
builds Toyota boss Akio Toyodaa
GT86 WRC for demonstration runs
at Rally Finland.

January 2015: Toyoda confirms

Toyota's returnto the WRC. TMG
is expected to develop the carfor
the nexttwo years.

July 2015: Tommi Makinen
announced as Toyota Gazoo
Racing team principal.

August 2015: Makinen confirms
anew Yaris willbe built, replacing
the TMG car and development will
be done at his Puuppolafactory in
Finland. TMG will only work on
the engine.

April 2016: Makinen puts the first test
miles on his 201 7-spec Yaris WRC

in central Finland. Juho Hanninen is
also spotted driving the car.

September2016: Hanninen
confirmed as a Toyota driverin 2017.

Designers have worked on the styling at the back of the car

Makinen’s experience of hydraulic
activation inthe transmission helped.
Andhe’sseenitfromall angles, from
competingatthehighestlevelsof the
world championship, to tuning the
centredifferential ona Group N
Subaruforacustomer.

“Wehave had to be very open-minded
with the centre differential,” says
Makinen. “We’ve tried everything.”

Developingone of thesenext
generation carshasn’tbeenan
entirely straightforward process.

With significant rule change has come
asignificantnumber of additional rule
changestotherules which had already
beenmade...

“We’ve had draftregulations all year -
they were only finalised recently,” says
Fowler. “Effectively, theregulations
were being written at the same time
that you’re developingthe car. That’s
meantfollowing small changes in
your development plan and that’s
been very difficult.”

Findingaquieter moment with
Makinen isalmost impossible these
days,but when wedo, it’s clear tosee the
passionand commitmenthe’s putting
intothejob. Havingemerged froma

full-on WRClife when he stopped
competing in 2003, it’sfair tosay he’s
relishingthereturn. Especially now
he’s gotateam around him.

“Thiswasoneof thehardest thingsin
thebeginning,” he says, “tryingtobuild
the team and get the right people with
us.Butwe’ve done it. Now we have more
than 100 people in the team.”

Atthetopof thatteamis AkioToyoda,
thepresidentand CEO of Toyota Motor
Corporation. Toyodamight not have
been present atthe launch earlier this
month, but he’s been pivotal in Toyota’s
returntothesport. And hisrelationship
with Makinen has been key tothe way
theproject has unfolded.

You only have to watch the pair of
them jokingabout Makinen’s early
useof red shirtsbeingan old habit
from his Mitsubishidays to see how
comfortable the pair aretogether.

“Therelationshipis very good,” says
Makinen. “And it’s good because it gives
confidence to the future and confidence
tothe team —every single member of
theteam. It’s extremely important.”

With afive-year commitmentto WRC,
itcertainlyis.

Likehisexecutive contemporaries in

December 2016: Toyota Gazoo
Racing launchesiits Yaris WRC.

the car world, Toyoda’s not known for his
patience when it comes to waiting for
results. Chasingstage victoriesand
podiumsmightbetolerated in
Makinen’srookie seasonasa world
championship team principal, butas
Toyodakeepsreminding him: “Wedon’t
liketolose.”

SuggesttoMakinen that it took the
late, great Ove Andersson a couple of
yearsto win with Team Toyota Europe
intheearly 1970s and it fallson
deaf ears. He’s painfully aware of the
need forresults. And quick ones.

Which makesthelack of agenuine
comparisonsodifficult.

“We don’t know where we are standing
for Monte Carlo,” he says. “Notbeing
able to compare has made our work
much harder.”

Toyota Gazoo Racing’stechnical
director Koei Saga eased some of
thattension in abrilliant moment of
Japanese clarity. Saga steps forward,
stares atthe carforamomentand
says: “We don’tknow if thiswillbea
nicejourney with this[Yaris]orabad
journey. Butlam sure, what we will
have isawonderful challenge.”

There’snodoubtingthat challenge. ™
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CHASES THEAMERICAN DREAM

Afteratiricuitrormuial spel,mMaxtniitonis nack
ntop-linesingle-seaters. by hobLatbrook

Chilton will stay with
Chip Ganassi team

helastthree

years have been

arollercoaster

for Max Chilton.

There’sbeen

highs, rock-bottom

lowsand more
than afew moments that would
testany driver’scharacter.

Butfinally there’s somelight at the
end of the tunnel. Some consistency is
finally in view. Chilton will rejoin the
Chip GanassiRacingteam for asecond
spell inIndyCar next year, markinghis
firststablerace deal since2014. And it’s
evenastretch to call the 2014 one ‘stable’.

Chilton’s Formula 1 career spanned
35 grands prix across two seasons, all
with the troubled Marussia team. It’s
hard to show your talent without the
right car beneath you. And it’s safe
tosay Chiltonnever had anywhere
neartherightcarbeneath him. Infact,
come January 2014, he didn’t know if
hewould haveacarbeneathhimatall.

“Rewindingback t02014, that was
without question the toughest year
of my career,” says the 25-year-old
from Redhill, Surrey.

“Ironically it was probably one of my
best years performance-wise, because
Iputsomuch hard work intomy fitness
andtrainingover the 2013 off-season
after myfirst year in F1thatI wasbetter
prepared than ever and started the year
really competitive against Jules[Bianchi,
his Marussia team-mate that year].

“Butafterall that work, both Jules
andIquickly realised how much
trouble the team was in [financially]. In
truthIdidn’tthink we’d even make it to
Melbourne for thefirstrace that year.

“Iwastreatingevery grand prix that
season likemy last, sol was pushing
likemad each session. Various things
happened that kept us going, but then
wehad thetragiceventsof Jules’
accident,and the whole team knew
thatwasit.”

Bianchi’sfatal accident in that year’s
Japanese Grand Prix devastated the
Marussiateam, and Chilton. With the
constantfightagainst bankruptcy in
the background, the tragedy on-track
sapped most of thefightingspiritthat
was left. Russia would be Marussia’s
lastraceunder that title, with
Chilton handlingthe single car.

Itwasthen that thereality of the
task of keepinghis F1dreamalive hit
home, and it wastoo bigan ask.

Despite coming from wealth, Chilton
hasalwaysbeen proud of payinghis
way himself, using aslittle family
funds aspossible todo so. He worked
tirelessly to secure sponsors, but
ultimately felt that beingrestricted to
“drivingaround attheback” wasn’t
rewarding those investments fairly.

Butthere wasanothersidetohis
F1exittoo,and that was the sheer
enjoyment of racing, and Chilton
wasn’tgettingthat.

“Iknew the chances of aseatfor 2015
were slim, and the team [now under
thename Manor after a takeover
saved itfrom liquidation] offered me
acontractasreservedriver, butitwas
my choicetoreject thatand walk away,”
Chilton explains.

“Iseesomanyreservedrivers that
are demoralised and depleted. They
putinjustasmuch work and training
astheracedrivers,and sometimes
don’tgetinthe caronceall year. That’s
notme. Iloveracing, and wanted to
race, so F1 wasn’t for me anymore.”

Thatdecisionleft Chiltonata
crossroads, and for thefirsttime in
his career he entered thefinal months
of the year with nofirm plan for 2015.
That’s when the phonerang.
“Traditionally inmy careerI've
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First Indy Lights win &
came at lowa oval

Franchitti is a key allgr for team

alwayshad the next stepdecided,
signed and sorted by around August,
and tonot have that wasreally
unsettling—-technically I was out

of ajobat Christmas,” headds.

“Ihad this verylongoff-season and
then Trevor Carlin [head of junior
single-seater powerhouse Carlin,
which Max had raced for in F3and GP2]
calledme. Hesaid he was startingan
Indy Lights team and asked if Icould
come and do the development work on
the cars.Iwasn’tuptoanythingelse
anditkeptmeinacar,sol wentforit.”

From that testing work, Chilton
agreed toalsoracefortheteam,
promptinga wave of scepticism
onsocialmediathatan F1driver
stepping down to what is considered
afeeder category madelittle sense.

To Chilton though, itmade
perfect sense.

“Ididn’t get why people were critical
aboutmeracingin Indy Lights after
F1,” hesays. “I'mone of thosedrivers
thatjustlovesracing, and I believe
thatit’sirrelevant of whatyourace,
solongasyouenjoy it.

“I'think it'samodern thing, where
some F1 guys geton their high horses
and are afraid todrop down, but when
youlook back at thelegends of the sport
—like Jim Clark, Stirling Moss and such
—they’drace F1one weekend, F2the
nextand clubevents after that. They
justloved tobe outthere competing.

“Yes, you put yourself and your
reputation ontheline goingback down
theladder, butitalso givescredittothe
guysinthefeeder classesif they beat
you. Just because you can afford to
race inafaster formula, doesn’t mean
you'rebetter than those who can’t.

It’'s competitive whatever youdo in

Marussia dea] ndea‘i-rl-’M

Chilton is adapting
to IndyCar racing |
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How Dario Franchitti’s support is vital for Chilton’s oval progress

One great asset Chilton has at the
Ganassi team is the support of
IndyCar legend Dario Franchitti.
Following his retirement
from racing after his accident
atHouston, Texas back in 2013,
Franchitti has taken up an
advisory role with Ganassi,
the team with which he took two
of his three Indy 500 wins, and
three of his four IndyCar titles.

motorsport, and if sometop F1drivers
dropped back to GP2I’'m sure they’d
struggleforabit.

“Ineverfeltany pressure going
toLights, it was just people outside
lookinginandsayingit wasa weird
move, buttome it made perfect sense.
Iwanted todoIndyCarin 2016, but
Ididn’t wantto goandlearnoval
racinginanIndyCar.I’ve seen
peopledothatand itdoesn’t work
outandthat’stheend.

“The season in Lights taught me
somuch. They’restilldoing200mph
around Indianapolis, soit’sF1
speeds, justalower series.”

Ironically it’son the ovals that
Chilton excelled, takinghismaiden
Lightswin atIowa, mid-season. He
saysthe change in discipline between
traditional circuitracingand ovals
wasfarlarger than expected.

“Ovalracingis completely different,”
heexplains. “Iused towatch iton
TV and get bored after 101aps, but in
the carit’sasfarfromboredomas
youcan get!

“Theadrenaline flowingaround your
body and the concentration required is
justintense. The car control is extreme.
Evenif itdoesn’tlook like the caris
moving much, and youreally don’t
want it to, you’re usingevery lastbit
of skilltokeepitpointinginthe
rightdirection.

“Even though you’renotbraking,
downshiftingand accelerating in the
traditional way, the technical element
isthere, and is perhaps even greater on
ovals. You have tofeel the most minute
set-up changestoo. Youcanmakea
tiny adjustment andreally feel it as
you’re constantly loading the caron
thelimit. Every springand setting

The los ofteam-mate Jules Bianchi (lef was

The Scottish star acted as
Chilton’s mentor this year, and
his support will be key in 2017 too.

“I’m hugely lucky to have Dario
alongside me,” says Chilton. “He
was at 90 per cent of my races this
year and is a huge help. Sometimes
it’s not noticeable, as he’s giving
you small tips and tricks and your
brain just absorbs the information
as there’s so much going on but

becomes so crucial, and torace in packs
atthose sortsof speedsisunreal.”

Chilton believes he would have been
inthefightforthe Lightstitlelast
year, had itnot been for threerounds
skippedtobe partof Nissan’s Le Mans
programme (seeright). He finished
the year infifth place, but that Towa
winopened doors.

“Igot some callsfrom IndyCar teams
after the win and from that put together
the deal with Chip[Ganassi], which isthe
team Ireally wanted to work with,” headds.

“They’venotbeen in the sportaslong
asacrew like Penske, which hasbeen
around 50 years, but Chip has already
wonmoreinjust25. It wasareally
excitingmove forme, but this year
hadtobetreatedasalearningyear.”

Chilton was up against it, with
limited testing before the year, but
secured a season-best seventh place
inround two, at Phoenix. Butfrom
then onastringof technical difficulties
and thelack of experience took its
toll. Chilton finished 19th in the
championship, and second rookie.

“Itwasareallearningcurve,” says
Chilton. “After PhoenixIthoughI'd
cracked it, but that wasashortoval
withloads of downforce and perhaps
suited me better. We had good pace
atthemoretraditional tracks, like
Watkins Glen whereIran inthetop
six.Icould carry speed throughfast,
flowing corners, butthings justdidn’t
goour way intermsof results.

“Thecarsare very differentto F1
cars, butthey’re hugely impressive
still. F1 will always be the pinnacle,
with all of the bespoke design,
engineering and money that’s spent
onthose cars, they’re mind-blowing to
drive. IndyCars aren’t mind-blowing to

T

vastating for Marussia

when it all comes together in

the car yourealise the impact
he’shad. He’s been there and
done it, and having him help with
aspects like the oval racesis just
invaluable. Working with [team-
mates] like Scott Dixon and Tony
Kanaan is great too. They’ve been
racing in IndyCars almost longer
than I’'ve been racing full stop and
they’re absolute pros.”

drive. They’rejustabit different.

“Yes, they’re heavier and the
gearboxesare madelike tanksand
there’sless power, but the downforce is
fantasticand the brakesfeel amazing
because of that. WhatIndyCar has
achieved onafractionof an F1
development budget isamazing.

“Thecarsarealsoaloteasiertorace,
andtheracingisforthedriversand
thefans. In F1 you watch a procession
andtwo team-matesfightingasthey
actually have equal machinery. But
asidefromthatit’snotequal. IndyCar
isstill downforce-related racing, but
it’susable and you can follow another
car closely withoutkilling your
tyres. Aside from the manufacturer-
dependant bodykitsand engine
brand, everybody hasthe same
basickit. What you’re watchingin
IndyCaris24driversfightingitout
and the performance gaps are so
much smaller.”

This year Chilton has continuity
again,forthefirsttimeinalongtime.
Hesaysthat can helphim work his
way tothefrontof thegrid, butisn’t
expectingsuccessovernight.

“Tohave the same engineer, who
isthe person you work most closely
with, youformarelationship with
them and the team and your team-
mates so keepingthe crew the same
issoimportant,” hesays.

“Myaimin2017istogetonthe
podium, and if you’re fighting for
those places then a good finish in the
championshipnaturally follows, but
youhavetotakeitonestepatatime.

“I'll work as hard thiswinterasIdid
back in 2013 to getready. Right now I
feel 'mintheright place,and that
my career isbackontrack.” m

Nissan: the
sportscar false dawn

Havingleft Formula 1, Chilton had
perhapshis busiest year in 2015, when
bothIndy Lightsand alL.e Mans
programme appeared on his schedule.

Chilton was signed asone of Nissan’s
six works drivers for its factory Le Mans
return with the GT-R LM NISMO LMP1
machine. That move could have signalled
thestartof afresh career inendurance
racingfor Chilton, but proved to be
short-lived.

“I’'vealwaysloved sportscars, sinceIdid
the 2007 Silverstone 1000km race alongside
my brother Tom inan LMP1 Zytek and it
was an amazingexperience even back
then, when Iwasstillnew toracingand
inmyfirstyear of F3,” says Chilton.

“I'vealways wanted to do Le Mans, so
when the Nissan chance came upIwas
soexcitedtobeapartof it. Butthen we
arrived atthefirsttestandrealised the car
wasabitof ared herring, toput it politely.
I'veheard people call it much worse, and
I've called it much worse. But whatever
itwas, itwasn’taracingcar.

“Regardless, we went to Le Mans and had
ahorrendousracebut weatleastmadeitto
theflagand I had two of the best stints you
could have-day intonightand night into
day. Iremember gettinginthe carat
0400hrs on Sunday and flying down the
Mulsanne, as we were the fastest car
through the speed traps with zero
downforce and handling, but huge
straight-line speed. Everythingjust
seemed totally silentand serene and it
wasareally odd experience, but sums
up what makes Le Mans different.

“Ileft Le Mans in 2015 saying ‘Twilldo
thisagain’andIplantoatsomestagein
my career. I'dlove togoback in LMP1, but
LMP2also interests me and if anything
theracingthereis probably fairer as
everybody hasthe sameXkit.”

Oval racing is
a key skill



24 DECEMBER 28 2016 motorsport-news.co.uk

Advertising enquiries: 0208 267 5865

REVIEW: WORLD

DTM star was on top
of the rallycross world

attias Ekstrom
didn’tattend
the FIA World
Rallycross
Championship’s
after-partyon
thenight of

its Argentinianfinale.

Justtwo hoursafter finishing thelast
race of the year, where his EKS squad
secured the Teams’ Championship title
toaddtotheDrivers’ crown he won at
the penultimate round in Germany;,
the Swede was on an overnight plane
toJerezin Spain, tobegin DTM winter
testingthe nextday.

Aweek later, followingatrip to
Austriaandhisfirst FIA Awards
Galain Vienna, Ekstrom wasatthe
Mettet circuit in Belgium with his Audi
S1testcars. Themannever stops.

In thefirstfourrounds of the2016
campaign, the EKS Supercars set the
pace in World RX.

Reigning champion Petter Solberg
scored victory in the season opener,
while Ekstrom had topped the

intermediate Classification and gone
outinthe semi-finals. However, at the
nextthree events, Ekstrom claimed
victory and that was the bedrock for
histitlecharge.

A double DTM champion, Ekstrom
hasraced in the top-level German
seriessince the startof the millennium
and has clearly learntalotabout
developinga car,and team.

Last winter, thesquad did only asmall
amount of testingbutdid mostof it
early, before Christmas, meaningthey
had the winter period to assess where
theyneeded to improve and prepare for
thefollowingyear.

Ekstrom’s early season victories
this year were the backbone of histitle
success, coupled with rarely making
mistakeson track with his clean and
precisedrivingstyle.

He consistently racked up points,
especially atthe Intermediate stage
of events, and used his experience to
know when second was enough, his
eyesfirmly fixed on the end goal.

Atthethree-day test in December;

Ekstrom took his
first world crown

TOP 10 DRIVERS

1 Mattias
Ekstrom

Car: Audi St
Team:EKS

Wins: 4 Podiums: 6
Championship
position: 1

It's almostinconceivable
tothinkthat 2016 was
experienced driver
Ekstrom'’s first full
campaign in an FIA-sanctioned
championship. But, it was, and he won
the drivers'title for himself and the
teams’ crown with his EKS squad.

2 PetterSolberg
Car: CitroenDS 3
Team: Privateer Wins: 1
Podiums: 4
Championship
position: 4

Solberg started his

title defence inthe best
possible way with victory
and, although he didn'twin <4 -~
again, the Norwegian remained in the fight
for the title until missing the semi-finals in
Latvia (round 10). He dominated the final
round in the fight for second in the points,
until semi-final contact put him out.

3 Kevin Hansen
Car: Peugeot 208

Team: Peugeot Hansen
Academy Wins:0
Podiums: 0
Championship
position: 15 (Euro RX: 1)
Perhaps a surprise entry in
MN’stop 10. The young
Swede dominatedinthe
European Championship in his first Supercar
year. But, he also impressed on World RX
outings, often faster than established
Peugeot stablemates Sebastien Loeb and
Timmy Hansen and twice finished fourth.

EXSTROMJOINS)

DTMstardefeats Frenchlegend Sebastien Loeb and former World Rallycross champion

EKS was developing onlessonslearnt
through the season, preparing for its
title defence. Ekstrom’s passion for
winninghasnotdimmed, despite
claiminghisfirst world crown.

While the margins are small in World
RX, the only man aside from Ekstrom
tomountasubstantial title assault
was two-time champion, Solberg.

The Norwegian hasalsolearnt how
towin titles inrecent years and, despite
only finishing on the podium three
times untilthe penultimateround, he
remained in championship contention.
Thefinal pointstable, in which he is
fourth, doesn’t do Solberg’s 2016
performancejustice.

The Norwegian continued to develop
his Citroen DS 3 into one of thefastest
carson the grid thanksto the efforts
of hisPSRX team.

Asexpected, Solberg was also one of
thefastestdriversateach event,and
wasneck-and-neck with Ekstrom in the
standings for much of the year.

The championship turningpoint
came in Latvia, round 10, in their Q2

4 Andreas
Bakkerud
Car:Ford FocusRSRX
Team: Hoonigan Racing
Division Wins: 3
Podiums: 6
Championship
position: 3

Like Kevin Hansen,
Bakkerudis an out-and-
outrallycross driver, having climbed through
the ranks of the sport to the top level. For
2016, Bakkerud joined Ken Block's new
team with anew, developing carand

delivered on his potential, with three wins.

race. Ekstrom passed Solbergin the
third corner. Solberg thenretook the
position, after making contact with
therear of hisrival’s Audi. Solberg
wasdisqualified from therace and, as
aresult, didn’t make the semi-finals
forthefirsttime in World RX history:
Ekstrom finished the event second to
pullaway in the points.

Solbergalmost certainly didn’t mean
topush Ekstrom into the wall in Latvia,
and the consequences were significant
on histitle challenge.

Since switchingfromthe WRC,
Solberghas spentalarge proportion
of histime inrallycross at the front of
thefield and therefore perhapslacks
thefinesse of someone with Ekstrom’s
experience atracing wheel-to-wheel,
oneof thekey ingredientstothe
Swede’ssuccess.

Such was the competitiveness of
World RX in 2016 that four drivers;
Solberg, Johan Kristoffersson,
Andreas Bakkerud and Sebastien
Loeb, entered the season finale
withachanceof finishinginthe

5 Johan
Kristoffersson
Car: Volkswagen Polo
Team: Volkswagen RX
SwedenWins: 1 o
Podiums: 3 v
Championship e :
position: 2 %
Kristoffersson should oz
arguably be higherupin

MN'’s rankings. Regarded as one of the
best racers in World RX, the Swede was
always fast and when the carand
circumstances allowed, he was in the
fight for podiums.

2
'!ms'
Tary
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THEIGHAMPEIONS:

and fanfavourite Petter Solberg for WRX honours. By Hal Ridge

top three overall in the points.

Firstand second in the event for
Bakkerud and Kristoffersson (while
Solberg went out with damaged
steeringfrom contact in the semi-
finals)meant they joined Ekstrom at
the FIA awards. But, it was close;
Kristoffersson was second on 240
points with Bakkerud and Solbergtied
on 239, the younger Norwegian
claiming third on countback of wins.

Bakkerud, a driver who has climbed
up through theranks of rallycross,
joined Ken Block’s new Hoonigan
RacingDivision team inapair of
new Ford Focus RS RX Supercars
forthisyear.

Havingmoved to Supercar in 2013,
Bakkerud was the experienced World
RXdriver inthe squad and despite
Block scoring the first podium for the
Focusatround two, Hockenheim, it
was Bakkerud wholed theteam on
track through the year.

Hisfirst win with the squad was
delivered indominantfashion at Hell
in Norway, Bakkerud takinga clean

sweep of fastesttimesandrace wins
through the weekend. The Norwegian
hasworked hard to gettohis current
positionand hasa ‘never give up’
attitude, highlighted in Germany when
hemadeittothe podium in the final
whilehis car filled with fumesfroma
broken exhaust, when many others
would have stopped. Bakkerud’s three
wins were impressive for afirst
campaign for thenew car.

Like compatriot Ekstrom,
Kristoffersson isalsoa successful
circuitracer buthasrallycross ability
too, and always extracts the maximum
fromhismachinery. When conditions
are inconsistent, the Swede isathis
bestand in mixed weather at Loheac,
Francehescored hisfirstand only
victory of the year. He would have
won sooner, and more often, but was
blighted by punctures, contactand
aspell where Volkswagen RX
Sweden’s Polo lost pace compared
tothe opposition.

It wasahard-fought season for
reigningteams’ champion, Team

RV

gt i

Ko 7 I, B v ':

1the penultimate round of the season

Peugeot-Hansen, which lostouton
retainingthetitletoEKS atthe
lastround.

Nine-time World Rally champion
Sebastien Loebjoined the squad,
alongside Timmy Hansen and, while
both wereregularly in the fight for
podium finishes, the team’s 2016
chassiswasn’tabigprogression
from its previous contender.

Loebalsohad togetused totherough
and tumble of door-to-door racingin
rallycross, and was overly cautions
early in the year. Hishome event at
Loheac was aturning point, the French
star puttinghis 208 in placeshe hadn’t
previously and tworoundslater,
heearnedhisfirst win in Latvia.

Loebhad the other difficultly of
havingtolearnthecircuits through
the year; butonanew venueto
everyone, he dominated the final.
With aseason under hisbelt, if the
team produce a solid car for next year,
Loebcanbeacontender.

Hansen won too, in Canada. Itisa
circuitthat doesn’t suitthe 208 with less

straight-line speed compared toits
rivals, but adetermined drive and the
correcttyre choicemean thathejoined
Bakkerud, Solbergand Ekstrom as
havingwon in every year of World RX.

The 2016 season also broughta
return to form for triple-European
champion Timur Timerzyanov.
Having switched teams for the second
time inasmany years he showed
flashes of brilliant pace.

Swede Kevin Eriksson produced
one of the moments of the whole
motorracingyear in Germany. The
OlsbergsMSE driver passed the entire
pack around the outside of thefirst
corner inthefinal, sideways, to
claimafirst career victory:

Itwasan incredible season for
Ekstromand his EKS team, but
nothingstands still.

There have been few
announcements of who will be
driving where next year, but if this
season has been anything to go by,
predictinga winner ahead of each
event will be nigh on impossible. B
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Eriksson won plaudits for his overtaking move of the year in Germany

6 Timmy Y
Hansen ¥ .
Car:Peugeot 208 W
Team: Team Peugeot- 3 Y
Hansen .

Wins: 1Podiums: 6
Championship
position: 6

Hansen hasimpressed
since switching to
rallycrossin 2013, shrugging off
comparisons with his successful father, but
2016 was his biggest challenge to date with
anew team-mate. Regardless, there waslittle
to choose between himand Loeb allyear.

Z Sebastien
Loeb

Car: Peugeot 208
Team: Team Peugeot-
Hansen Wins: 1
Podiums: 4
Championship
position:5

Despite his undoubted
experience, Loebwas o
effectively arookie this season, and had a bit
tolearn. The Peugeot wasn't the fastest car
this year,and Loeb had to learn the circuits.
But, atanew venue to everyone in Latvia,
Loeb claimed his maiden victory in style.

8 Timuyr
Timerzyanov
Car: Ford Fiesta

Team: World RX Team
AustriaWins: 0
Podiums: 1
Championship
position: 8

The triple European
Rallycross champion
switched teams for the second time inas
many years, but felt athome in the Austrian
squad. Had it not been for punctures and
steering troubles, the Russian would have
been on the podium more often.

9 Toomas
Heikkinen

Car: Audi S1Team: EKS
Wins: 0 Podiums: 3
Championship
position: 7

Ekstrom’s team-mate
started strong with two
podiums, but couldn’t
match the pace of his
colleague for much of the year. Areal
team player, ‘Topi' assisted Ekstromin
his quest for victory, and scored enough
points for the squad to win the Teams’
title too.

i

Photos: FIA World Rallycross, mcklein-imagedatabase.com

Kevin keeps it in the
family with ERX win

The FIA European Rallycross
Championship wasdominated in
2016 by reigning RX Lites champion
Kevin Hansen, drivinga year-old
World RX specification Peugeot 208 in
thefive-round series.

The Swede won the opening four events,
claiming maximum points in Norway,
Sweden and Spain tolift the crown.

Atthefinalroundin Latvia, Hansen
was spun off on the openinglap of the
final, but produced the comeback drive
of the yeartofinish therace secondand
almost seize victory from outgoing
champion Tommy Rustad.

Theexperienced Norwegian switched
toBritish team Albatec Racingfor 2016,
but it was the team’s 2015 driver Jerome
Grosset-Janin who fought Hansen for
victory atround one in Belgium and,
for the second year inarow, finished
second in the points.

Tord Linnerud switched to the
European Championshipfor2016and
wasregularly on the podium tofinish
third overall. Rustad was fourth.

Former GP3race-winner Tamas
PalKissmadeafull-time switch to
internationalrallycrossinan
ex-Peugeot-Hansen 208 and raced with
thefrontrunnersintheseriesall year
andfinished on the podium in Norway
and Latvia. Disqualification from the
final in Sweden for an onboard camera
infringement ended his chances of
finishing on the overall podium in
thetitle chase.

Irish drivers Derek Tohill and Ollie
O’Donovan contested full campaigns
intheir Ford Fiestas and both made
three semi-final appearances. Albatec
Racingowner Andy Scottraceda
third 208 for his team and made the
semi-finals in Sweden and Spain. He
rolled in Sweden after contact with
team-mate Rustad on the openinglap.

Krisztian Szabo won the Super1600
titleat thefinal round, beating Dane
Ulrik Linnemann. Ben-Philip
Gundersen also claimed the TouringCar
crown by a single point from Magda
Andersson. Cyril Raymond won the
single-make RX Lites Cup honours.

Rustad was deposed as champion

10 Janis
Baumanis
Car: Ford Fiesta
Team: World RX
Team Austria

Wins: 0 Podiums: 0
Championship
position: 10

Having combined
selected Supercar &
outings in 2015 with winning the Euro RX
Super1600 title, Baumanis moved to World
RX fulltime for 2016 and impressed with
consistently fast pace. A fastest qualifying
time in Germany proved his potential.
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INSIGHT: EURO TRUCIKK RACING

Photos: Richard Kienberger/FIAETRC

B1g gnds have returned to FIA trucks

THEBIG RES READY 10 MAKE A BIG SPLASH

Newpromoters are revolutionising the European truck racing scene. By David Addison

ackin1984,
Donington Park
was packed. It
was grand prix
day and there
were fans
everywhere.
The Multipart British Truck
Grand Prix, that is.

Sinceitsfirst steps, truck racing
hassoared in popularity butalso
suffered some major problems
alongthe way. But for 2016, the
FIA appointed apromoter of the
European Championshipforthe
firsttime and things are looking
brighter than ever.

When truck racinghit European
shores, already popular in America,
rules were generous and needed
honingfast.

Truck magazine publisher Andrew
Frankl was keen tosee the sport
startinthe UK and, along with
motorsportimpresario Andrew
Marriott, Franklstarted the ball
rolling. Marriottfound a venue and
wrote some regulations, with classes
split on horsepower. With a few star
names pitched against unknown
truckers, the event was a bigsuccess
and circuitsand drivers wanted
apartof theaction.

So, too, did the manufacturers and
it wasn’tlongbefore MAN, Volvo
and Mercedes-Benz were spending
serious money on winning. Trueto
form, manufacturer money drove
outthe privateersand the advent of
an FIA-sanctioned championship
alsohad theeffect of streamlining
racemeetings, by dispensing with
the standaloneraces for each class
andanall-infinal, plus co-driver
races, and enforcinga smaller
timetable of races. Thefestival
atmosphere was gone.

Mercedes was the key spender,
makingitstruck racingteam
asslickasits DTM
operation,
and

FIA grids are § :
expanding

drivers from sports cars, touring
carsand motorcycleracing were
behind the wheel.

“They were good times,”
remembers former motorcycle
racer and truck racingfavourite
Steve Parrish. “Mercedes took it
very seriously and we had some
greatengineersand good drivers,
so it was very competitive. We were
abletodoultra-fastengine changes,
forexample, and they were great
times butIsuppose it was inevitable,
given the costs, that they couldn’t
lastforever.”

Inevitably, the costs took their toll
and as themanufacturersstarted to
driftaway, the privateers kept the
seriesalive. The FIA introduced a
Truck Racing Commission and it,
along with the efforts of FIA race
director Tony Iddon, worked on finding
datesand keepinga calendar alive.

For 2016, though, a promoter
wasfinally appointed. ETRA, the
European Truck Racing Association,
isheaded by Georg Fuchs, formerly
with SRO, and Rolf Werner, with
the German governingbody ADAC
asamajor stakeholder.

“The idea came outof discussions
between the promoters,” explains
Fuchs. “Many of the promotersinthe
championship had strongevents but
they allfelt that the championship as
awhole could be stronger. They felt
that if they all were stakeholders,
each would be working for the same
aim.Intheend, though, itdidn’t
work out that way but we had been
so involved that we felt it was worth
takingthe challenge and doing the
jobourselves.”

Although the FIA ratifies
the calendarand
regulations,

ETRA isinchargeof the
organisational, sporting, commercial
and marketingmattersandthe
signsare positive after year one.
“Wehad somedifficulties, like
some bad weather for afew events,”
says Fuchs, “but on the whole it was
apositive season. Wehavelearnta
fewthingsalongthe way and tried to
take all the positives of the pastand
build onthem, as well as introducing
some ideas of our own.”
Amongstthenewideasisthe
Challengers Cup, which allows
entrantstocome and goonarace-by-
racebasisrather than committingto
theentire season, and afan village
that is the home of post-race podium
ceremonies and press conferences
that takes the driverstothe crowd.
“Wefound that wasasuccess,”
says Fuchs. “Thefansloveitand
thedriverslikeitasthey areright
intheheartof the paddock.”
And if you want proof that
truck racingis alive and well, look
atsome of the key eventson the
calendar. The Nurburgring Truck
Grand Prix commanded 120,000
fanslast season with truck parades
and displays on and off the track,
and itisasignificant shop window
for the major manufacturers. The
paddock, full of people, played host
totrade stalls and VIP hospitality
astheleading truck builders
showed their wears. Le Mans,
the venue for the season finale,
isanothertobringahuge
crowd, withraces

forthe
/
/

French Championshipmakinga
busy weekend of action.

“Truck racing appealsto the whole
family,” saysracer Ellen Lohr who is
oneof thebestambassadors you
couldfind for the sport. “When the
German Truck Grand Prix clashed
withthe F1 Grand Prix one year, we
hadmore peopleat the trucks than
they did for the cars! Our events are
morethan justracing. We make sure
thatthere are thingshappeningon
and off thetrack all weekend, the
paddock isopen and the sport is on
theupagain.Itisoneof the most
spectacular forms of motorsport
and weneed toemphasisethat.”

ETRA arrangedlive television
coverage for selected events in 2016,
with ahighlights programme of all
rounds, and thatisanareathatis
under review for expansion in2017.
With entries up,and anumber of new
driversand teams comingintothe
championship in 2016, with top Brit
Ryan Smithamongthem, the signs
arealllooking good for the future.

Anditisnotjustthesportthathas
evolved, itistherigs themselves.
Fromtheroad-goingtrucksthatleft
their cargo in the paddock and went
racinginthe’80s, these arenow
purpose-builtracersthatarelike
hugetouring cars, especially the
bonneted trucks. They are lower,
more stable and have stiffer
suspension than their earlier
cousins, butthathasn’tdecreased the

spectacle. With 1200bhp engines, and
amaximum of 13-litres, these mighty
monsters do 0-60mph in five seconds
and the 30mph-100mph speed is
around seven seconds which puts
them on apar with aPorsche911 GT3.
Impressive stuff.

With a pan-European calendar
againfor2017,includingarepeat
hook-up with the Blancpain GT
Series Sprint Cup at Hungaroring in
Augustand itslive television
package, Fuchsis optimistic of
further progress for next season.

“For 2017 we now have to continue
tocommunicate what a great
championshipthisisfromthe
pointof view of theevents, thefan
entertainmentand the synergy’s
thatalsocombineracingand
industry. We willdo thisasateam
acrossallmediaand ensure that
theteams, drivers, partnersand
fansenjoy a strengthened and
prosperous future together.

“Ouraimistogetmore
manufacturers interested again in
the ETRC. If we continue to develop
the product thenIam confident
they will starttocomeagainand
we canaim towards taking it
somewhere close to its 1990s peak.”

With grids growing, more new
drivers enteringand a team of people
pushingforitsfuture, European
truck racingislookingstronger
than ithasfor many years. Ithas
certainly comealongway...H
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he short
ovalracing
sceneinthis
country is
remarkably
strong,
with a host of high-profile
events across all formulas
bringing thousands of
fanstrackside. They
arefought out between
hundreds of drivers.

With venues up and down
the country, there are a host
of bigtitles to battle for
in the United Kingdom.

Here, welook back at some
of the highlights of the
2016 season.

What: National Hot Rod points finale
When: May 30

Where: Foxhall Heath, Ipswich

Title winner: Carl Waller-Barrett

Danny Fiske won the event, but all eyes were
onthe fight further back. Title rivals Shane
Bland and Carl Waller-Barrett blasted out of
the final bend side-by-side to cross the line
inavirtual dead heat. Waller-Barrett's
transponder had packed in, leaving it down
to the scorer and stewards to judge who'd
gottothelinefirst. They were unanimous

in declaring Waller-Barrett ninthand
champion by a single point — over Bland.

What: BriSCA F1 European Championship
When:July 17

Where: Northampton

Winner: Dan Johnson

The closed grid in the European final often
causes afew early-race incidents and this
year was no exception. It allowed Shaun
Webster to open up a sizable lead in the
early stages, butamid-race yellow flag
bunched the field and Dan Johnson

took advantage to barge his way into

the lead around the halfway point. Johnson
held on for the victory.

What: BriSCAF1 British
Championship

When:June 11

Where: Skegness Stadium

Winner: Frankie Wainman Jr

After afew lean years, by his standards,
Frankie Wainman Jr was rejuvenated in
2016. It was far from an easy victory for
Wainman, who was involved in a first-bend
pile-up but, as a rain shower hit the
track during the race, Wainman showed
his prowess and he nursed the car
around to pick up his eighth British
championship title.

b

What: National Hot Rod National
Championship

When: August 5-7

Where: Hednesford Hills, Cannock
Winner: Adam Hylands

Although he didn't win a heat, former
European champion Adam Hylands
grabbed pole for the National title event
and dominated the final. The Northern
Irish racer had some scares through
some obstinate traffic late on in the
race, but did enough to fend off Carl
Waller-Barrett and Rob McDonald.

What: National Hot Rod Thunder 500

| When:June 18

Where: Foxhall Heath, Ipswich
Winner: Shane Murray

Already a world title holder in two-litre
Hot Rods, Shane Murray was a relative
newcomer to the top flight in Nationals.
He had started a campaign in his
homeland of Northern Ireland, but didn’t
have enough points for a slot in the World
Final. Instead, he opted for the Thunder
500 and took the title after a great scrap
with Billy Wood. Carl Waller-Barrett
took third position.

What: BriSCA F1 World Final

When: September 3

Where: Coventry Stadium

Winner: Frankie Wainman Jr

After battling with Frankie Wainman Jr
and Mat Newson in the early stages, Dan
Johnson opened up alead on hisrivals. But
as he got into the backmarkers, a couple
of them tangled in front of him. Johnson
had nowhere to go and collided with the
lapped cars, puncturing his front-offside
tyre. Wainman Jr capitalised on Johnson's
misfortune to win.
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What: National Hot Rod
European Championship
When: April 9/10

Where: Lochgelly, Fife,
Scotland

Winner: Carl Waller-Barrett
What happened: There
was chaos at the first start
when Carl Waller-Barrett,
Chris Haird and Glenn Bell
tried to go into the opening
turn together. The resulting
collision caused ared flag.
On the restart, Kym Weaver
worked his way to the front
before his car broke. That
allowed Waller-Barrett
backinto the lead and he
was able to escape adice
between Bell and Haird.

What: National Hot Rod World Final
When: July 2/3

Where: Foxhall Heath, Ipswich
Winner: Adam Maxwell

Adam Maxwell continued his form

from his title-winning domestic

Northern Irish campaign to line up on
pole. He fended off Derek Martin initially,
but was then hunted down by Shane
Murphy. The pair were dicing through
traffic when they made contactin turn
three, which pitched Murphy into the wall
and out of the race. Maxwell won despite
adeflating tyre.

What: National Series Shootout final
When: October 30

Where: Belle Vue, Manchester
Winner: Rob Speak

The 12-meeting series culminated in
athrilling last round. Nigel Green had
led going into the final round, but he
suffered gearbox problems in the
meeting heats and was outscored by
Rob Speak. Going into the last race,
both drivers were still in with a shout
of winning but Green'’s gearbox failed
again handing the title to Speak.
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Rooke:Youngest
British RX winner

hen
autocross
driver Dan
Rooke
finished his
firstever
rallycross
event,a Clubmans Championship
round in November 2014, hehad
nofurther planstocompetein
thesport.

Theoutinghad been a one-off end
of season bit of funthathadresulted
inasurprise podium finish.

Lessthantwo yearslater the Devon
driver isnow the talk of the sportin
the UK. He became the youngest ever
MSA British Rallycross champion,
even before the conclusion of hisfirst
season in Supercar.

Itreally is what dreams are made of.

But, while Rooke’s first two years
inrallycross have resulted in title-
winning campaigns, winning
championshipsfirst time out was
nothingnew tothe 19-year-old.

Havingdabbled with kartingat
local clublevel, Rooke began
competing in autocrossage 14,and
won the MSA British Autocross
titleat hisfirstattempt.

“Iused towatch videos of my dad
rallyingan Escort Cosworth inthe
Tarmac championship whenIwas
akid. Thatreally inspired me,”
says Rooke, whose skillsbehind
the wheel have been undoubtedly
helped by havingraced inkarts,
autocrossand between the two
gymKkhanasand autotests. That
gave himarange of skillson
different surfaces—something
that is invaluable forrallycross.

Despite winning the SuperNational
Championshipin 2015, the step to
Supercar for any driver from lower
categoriesisalarge one, but Rooke

DAN ROOKE

-
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took itinhisstrideatthestartof this
season. He sampled the 600bhp four-
wheel drive Citroen DS3loaned to his
family team by multiple champion
PatDoran onanairfield before the
firstround.

“Itfeltlikeittook alongtimeto
adapttothecaratthefirsttestday,”
headmits. “Ididn’tknow how it
would handle and it was quite scary
howfastit wentfrom AtoB,as'm
sureeveryonesays whentheytrya
Supercar for thefirst time. But, come
thelastcouplerunsIgotintoa
rhythm. Going intothefirstround, I
knew how todrive the caralittle bit,
butthelearningcurve wasstilla
hugeone.”

Anuninformed onlooker wouldn’t
have known it was Rooke’s maiden
event ina Supercar at the season
opener at Croft, where heled the
final briefly and finished second,
but it wasthrough the year that the
graduatingdriver impressed further.
Constantly improving his pace, he
dominated thefifth round in Belgium
in July, the second of three victories.

Then at the close of the year, atthe
MSA Rallycross Grand Prix, Rooke
keptexperiencedracerand LD
Motorsports team-mate Liam Doran
honest throughout the entire event,
Doranracinga current-specification
World RX Citroen against Rooke’s
version, which last wasraced atthe
toplevel in 2014.

Rooke puts his improvement not
only down totimein the car, butto
lessonslearned through use of an
onboard camera and performance
meter system. “I’d never worked
with a systemlike VBox before, but
I'velearnt how it works and where
youcanfind gains,” hesays. “I’d say
that’s probably responsible foralot
of the pacethatI’vefound this

a
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Rooke celebrates title win

Dan Rooke

Age: 19 Lives: Holsworthy, Devon
2016: Citroen DS 3. MSA British
Rallycross Champion (three wins,
Lydden Hillx2 / Belgium), Eighth at
British round of RX Lites Cup

2015: Citroen AX. MSA British
SuperNational Rallycross Champion
(two wins, Lydden Hill x2)

2014: Citroen AX. Third in BTRDA
Clubmans Rallycross Championship
eventat Croft on rallycross debut
2013: Citroen AX. ASWMC Under-21
Autocross Champion

2012: Citroen AX. MSA British
Autocross Champion

2011: Competed in local gymkhanas
(autotests) but with a passenger due
tohisage (13)

2005-2010 Started local karting

season, itreally helpsmetosee
whereIcanimproveonalap.”

Alongside his successful British
RXassault, Rooke worked as a spotter
in the World Championship for
Doraninthefirsthalf of the year,
and alsomade an appearance inthe
World RX supporting RX Lites Cupat
Lydden Hill with the OlsbergsMSE
team. But, despitearrivingatthe
event havingnever been beaten at
the Kent circuit, Rookedidn’t make
thefinal.

“I'thought it would be reasonably
easy comingfrom aleft-hand drive
sequential gearbox in the Supercar
tothe Lites car, because they are
similarbut withless power,” he says.
“Ifounditalot,lothardertoget
settled into. The Lites don’thave the
power to pull you out of mistakes, so
you have to be really smooth.Iwas
disappointed with the result, but it

helped me tobesmootherasthe
season wenton,andIthink that
knowledge,and what Ilearned from
beingat World RX events this year,
hastaught me some useful stuff for
thefuture.”

Youwon’tfind amorerelaxed
driver inarallycross Supercar
paddock, but Rooke says thataside
from workingon the practical and
financial plans of competingin2017,
he’splanningto be better prepared
himself too. “Itend tobefairly chilled
outduringevents, untilIgetinthe
cartogotothegrid, that’sthetime
whereItrytocompletely zone
everythingoutandreally focus.

But, apartfrom thatand lookingat
the VBox,Idon’treally havealot of
preparationsthatIdo.I'mstarting
todosome physical training now for
the winter, which will help me next
year.I’'malready planning warm-up

Rooke made the right decision to jump up to the top Supercar Rallycross class this year

I have to hold my hands up and
admit I was wrong.What Dan
Rooke achieved in winning the
SuperNational titlein 2015 was
remarkable.

But, having won the two-wheel-
drive crown in a converted
autocross car at his first attempt,
where should he go next? With
little budget, what the family

team could muster would have to
be spent wisely.

Iwas asked for my opinion, so I

made introductions toleading
European Championship
Super1600 teams, and left them to
it. Rooke’s discussions went as far
as him testing a Set Promotion
Renault Twingoin Italy. I
genuinely believed that the best

option for the newcomer to attract
more funding and to further his
career, was by racingin Europe.

Ijust couldn’t see how the family
team would find the budget to even
consider racing in Supercar. That
wasn’t taking into consideration
the generosity that Pat Doran
showed to Rooke this year by
lending him a Supercar.

But, even when I found out at
the 2015 British RX awards night
that Rooke would remain in
British RX, in the top class, I had
my doubts.

How would someone so
inexperienced fare at thatlevel,
andregardless of his
achievements, would the national
scene provide enough exposure to

THE CASTL
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stuff todoonraceday,justtogiveme
abitof anedgegoingintotheraces.”

Rooke’stitle victory cameinayear
where British RX enjoyed a season of
strongand competitive Supercar
grids, and thereigningchampion is
hopingtodefend histitleand more
nextterm. “Everythingisbudget
dependant,and we’re working hard
onthatatthe moment, butIwantto
comeback and try toretain my title.
Along with that, we're hopingtodo
the World Championshipround at
Lydden, and possibly some European
eventstoo,” he says,acknowledging
thatthereisanotherbigsteptotake
tomove upagain.

“Beingabletotell people what
we’veachieved when we’re talking
tothem aboutnextyearisagreat
feeling, soit’sreally sunk in that we
did itnow. But, I know it’sanother
bigstep completely torace against
guys in the World Championship.
Around Lydden, where we bothrace,
I'maboutasecond alap off their pace
atthemoment. With more testing
and time in the car, that should come
down. It’sdefinitely goingtobeanew
level tofind within myself. Petter
Solberghasbeen my idol sinceI was
akid, sotoraceagainsthim would
beamazing. My dream isto win the
World Championship in the future.”

Rooke’stime inrallycross may
have come injust theright period.
With the sport continuingto grow,
under increasing exposure and
commercial interest, there hasnever
been abettertimetotryandforma
career inrallycross. The step into
international Supercar competition
isabigone, but withmore seat time
and the correct machinery, you
wouldn’tbetagainst this young
driver makinganame for himself

atthenextlevel too. m

attract therequired attention to
further his career?

The answer is now of course
clear. It was absolutely the
correct decision for Rooke to
take up Doran’s offer. He
performed impeccably this year
and is aname on the lips of many,
both inside and out of rallycross.

HalRidge
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Scott to step up to Super
1600 rallycross category

Swift Sport Rallycross
Championship race winner
Darren Scott will graduate to

the Super1600 category in the
British Rallycross Championship
next season in a Citroen C2.

The 35-year-old, who has been
planning to step up to the European-
specification category for some
time, also plans torace in selected
rounds of the European or French
Championships, driving the car
prepared by JAM Motorsport and
Satchell Engineering.

“It’s taken a year of talking and
planning but I'm happy thatit’s
all come together,” said Scott, who
missed much of the 2016 season.

“I’'m looking forward to the 2017
season in British RX and we’re
planning to try and compete in some
rounds of either the European or
French Championships too. Racing
in Super1600 has been a goal of mine
for a few years now and with the
help of Pirtek Medway and my
other sponsors, it’s now possible.”

The British Championship begins
on March 19 at Croft.

Photos: Colin Casserley, Hal Ridge and mkpics.net
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DISPUTEPUTSADOUBT
ONCOVENTRY’SFUTURE

Stadiuminfrastructureremovedinarowover thecircuit’sviability

. ByMattJames

The future of racing at Coventry
| Stadium has been thrown into
doubt as anew dispute has
erupted between the circuit
operator and the circuit owners.
Some of the stadium furniture,
includingthe shale surface, the
floodlights and seating, have been

removed by the operator, who claims
heownstheitemsinquestion.

The future of the circuithad been
in doubt during 2016 with the sale of

theland, butracingfans were assured

thatthe track would remain
operational despite the movements
inthebackground.

Now thislatest development means
that the track is unsuitable for use by
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racers, including the Coventry Bees
Speedway team and stock cars,and
thereisuncertainty astohowlong it
would take torestore the track toan
operational state.

A statement by the owners, Brandon
Estates, read: “Fans have been assured
previously the sport is safe for next
year. That was the case atthe time the
assurance was given and always the

i R

Coventry is facing
¥ some uncertainty
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hope of thelandlords. However the
extent of the damagetothesitehas
leftits present condition incapable
of hosting speedway.

“Brandon Estates Litd cannot
comment on why people decided totrash
thessite. Such conduct wasashock to
Brandon Estates LLtd. Having seen the
siteinits currentstate, Brandon Estates
representatives feel utterly devastated.”
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Dates released for Ngonal Hot Rod 2017 season

—

Ipswich will host the
World Final on July 1/2

R

The dates have been released for
National Hot Rod meetings over
thenext 12months, with the
showpiece Spedeweekend
meeting confirmed on July 1/2.
The season runs from July to July
with awinter break. The second
partof the 2016-2017 campaign
kicks off at Birmingham on
March 4, and the final round of
the competition ison May 28.
Thenew season, the 2017-2018
contest, begins at Aldershot on
July 23, three weeks after the
World Final at Spedeweekend.

CALENDAR

National Hot Rods English dates 2016-2017 season

DATE
March 4

| ROUND
Round 8

| PLACE

Birmingham

2017-2018 season, partone
DATE | ROUND | PLACE

July 23 Round 1 | Aldershot

| March 26 |Round 9

Wimbledon

August 28 | Round 2 |Ipswich

April 1/2 | European Championship

Lochgelly

Sept23 | Round 3 |Birmingham

April14  |Round 10

Northampton

Sept30 | Round4 | Northampton

April17  |Round 11 Ipswich

Oct15 Round 5 |Hednesford

May 1 Round 12

Hednesford

Oct 21 Round 6 |Ipswich

May 14 Round 13

Aldershot

Nov 5 Round 7 | Hednesford

May 28 Round 14

Northampton

One offs
DATE | ROUND

June 18 | Thunder 500

| PLACE
Ipswich

July1/2  |Spedeweekend Ipswich

August 4-6 | National Championship

Hednesford
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N SAYS...

The two big stories that will rock 20117

Twickenham TW13SP
There are some huge plots ready to unfold in both the WRC and F1 in the year ahead

There will be two headline stories in the 2017 season, and one will revolve around a particular driver and the other about a particular team. The
outcome of both of these plots could well be the talking point of the year ahead.

Firstly, there is the excellent news that Sebastien Ogier has plumped for M-Sport to continue his World Rally Championship career. This will not only be anew
journey for the WRC dominator, it is also a stern test for the Cumbrian team itself. Malcolm Wilson has said that the new-for-201 7 Ford Fiesta will be among the
fastest cars in the championship. With Ogier in the seat, we will see if Wilson's proclamations are true. There will be nowhere to hide for the British team, and this
could be the impetus that returns M-Sport to the very top of the tree.

Alongside that, Mercedes is on the cusp of a very important decision that could make or break a driver's career. Despite rule changes, Mercedes will have the
best caronthe gridin 2017 and whoever it decides to employ as its new driver alongside Lewis Hamilton, the man at the controls will have no excuse either. It will
be the prime seat in the best car and will be compared to Hamilton. Whoever takes the drive will have a huge spotlight placed upon him.

Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

YOUR PICS \ MN.LETTERS @HAYMARKET.COM
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Richard Campbell’s shot of Finlay C

4

Matt James and Carl Faux brave the e e ~ o e s
The Ford GTs at Silverstone by Graham Dally shave at Silverstone, by Lee Fraser Mark Winstone braved the mud... Greg Tomkins went to Rallyday

D GET MN ON THE GO > > > WWW.MOTORSPORT-NEWS.CO.UK/DIGITAL-EDITION]
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Short on a club racing fixduring

the winter break? There's a

season review of the Fun Cup
Championship on Motors TV this
afternoon, with all the best bits from
the 2016 campaign. Withteams
competing inidentical Volkswagen
Beetle machinery, this year's
calendar consisted of seven
endurance races at sixvenues,
while plenty of the teams also
headed to Spa-Francorchamps for
the annual Fun Cup 25 Hoursrace

(Wednesday, 1515-1650hrs).
There's more on offer this
evening, too, with another Classic
F1 viewing foryour fancy
(Wednesday, 2100-2145hrs, Sky
Sports F1). This evening's pickiis
the 1991 Spanish Grand Prix,
which featured a classic scrap
between Williams and Ferrariin
changeable conditions. Ayoung
man called Michael Schumacher
was also prominentin the race, and
began to show the sort of form that

NEXT WEEK

THEOTHER M
EAT HAMILTIJN

DANNYWATTS PICKSDUTHIS FINEST
MOMENTS AFTER ANNOUNGING
HIS RETIREMENT,
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TVGUIDE

would lead to him becominga
household name.

And for one final rallying fix of the
year, highlights from the Killarney
Historic Stages earlier this month
are also available. With 41 historic
startersin a host of machinery —
from Ford Escort Mk2s to
Sunbeams —the seven stages of
action are just the trick to cure any
post-Christmas blues for fans of
sideways action out there (Friday,
1825-1925hrs, Motors TV).

RALLYING :
FRIDAY :
DECEMBER 30 :
mShackleton, :
County Derry,
NorthernIreland

Autosport Media UK Limited,
:  Bridge House, 69 London Road,
MCM Turkey Run Rally . Twickenham, Middlesex, TW1 3SP UK

Starts 0930 '
Admission TBA ! EDITORIAL
Web maidencitymotorclub.com 1. 4 44 (0) 20 8267 5385

E Like us on Facebook: search ‘Motorsport News'
Twitter rally updates: @VINRally
Twitter racing updates: @MNewsRacing

Listings correct at time of
press. Please check with
event organisers before
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AND ACCESSORIES

SIMESON (NS> S

The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...

@ Follow Us Ff Like Us MITSUBISHI

twitter.com/SimpsonExhausts facebook.com/SimpsonRaceExhausts Grp N, R4,

Vehicle We supply a

comprehensive range of

Wi ri n g wiring products for repair,

modification or complete

P rod u C'tS rewire to your vehicle

01753532222 Simpson Exhausts B13 / Open Class
Tel 01524 761398

Large amount of
parts held in stock
ready for immediate
despatch View our
online catalogue at

RALLI [VART

—, =

PERSPEX WINDOWS

Perspex or unbreakable polycarbonate. Tinted or
clear. Slider units, mud flaps (5 cols), roof vents,
full thermo-forming service now available.

>>>>>WORLDWIDE EXPORT<<<<<

AIREDALE RACE COMPONENTS "
20 Layton Park Close, Rawdon, Leeds. LS19 6PJ waynesis@aol.com

Tel: o 1 1 3 2 5 o 9 8 5 2 www.arnsidemotorsport.co.uk Visit our website, phone or email for a free catalogue

www.vehicleproducts.co.uk
Tel: 0115 9305454 | email: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk

DAY 1D Vehicle Wiring Products Ltd,

INSURANCE BRONTES

HSURANCT BROXTRS

M I N s U RA N c E M HOSPITALITY ASSISTANCE 9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, llkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 8EF.

Woanted; Active couple to help with the smooth
running of the paddock social hub of our Historic

POLICIES FOR F la Ford Race Series. Tt ist in th &
 COMEETTION G ormula Ford Race Series. lo assist in the set up DID You I{Now?

knock down nine weekend events per season.
v RALLY & RACE CARS

v SERVICE VEHICLES Travel costs, race tickets, overnight expenses and pay
budget available for couple with own suitable vehicle 43% of our readers describe

for towing equipment trailer unit. themselves as MOtOISPOI t
competitors

PHONE: 0161 440 7590 ¢

quote form on rallycar-insurance.co.uk
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority

2
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Contact Dick Dixon 01920 871153
Andrew Mansell 01582 881503

msionc

www.kaylan.co.uk

www.TSALTAMOTORSPORT.co.uk

MOTORSPORT

X' The winning
~ formula in high

 {Ermes amel
forestuise"

. Customer cars built to
z -~ order and maintained
—-— IR— : ~.. | Season packages
available
2 RALLY CAR HIRE AND PREPARATION

Award winning cars

performance plastic...

Nothing endures the punishment received by the underside of a World Rally car better than Kaylan
Resistant to both high impact and abrasion, our special elastomers are purpose-built to withstand
repeated flexing, extreme abrasion, and just about anything that a forest or gravel track might throw at it

No wonder then that the worlds top rally teams choose Kaylan mudflaps and underbody protection. Join the likes of
Ford, Subaru, Nissan, Mitsubishi and Seat and change to Kaylan

* Mudflaps [bath moulded and punched) » Protection for; Trailing Arms, Gearbax, Bose Joints, Toe Links, Differential and General Underbody Protection
AERDSPACE » Wheel Arch Liing » Engine and Gearbox Mounts » Bushes and Bumpstops » Sump and Tank Guards » Bespoke Moulded Parts » Full Cutting Service Available

T: +44 (0)1274 590824 F: +44 (0)1274 531409

Kay-Dee Engineering Plastics Ltd

T: 01970 630730 E: enquiries@tsaltamotorsport.co.uk NIGHT EVENTS AND STAGES
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OMP First Evo

OMP First S ......cccccviiiiieeieenene .
Sparco Sprint RS-2.1 ............... 275.00
Sparco Victory RS-5 ................. 495.00
Alpinestar Delta ..............c......... 249.00
RACEBOO )
Sparco Top SH-5 ..........cceeeveeen 120.00
Sparco Slalom RB-3 ................... 83.00
OMP First S...ccoooeiiiiiiieieeiiiieeeeees 85.00
Alpinestars SP..........ccccoeeiiiiiinnes 90.00
GLOVES )
Sparco Land RG-3.1 ..........c...... 45.00
OMP First S
OMP EVO....coooiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeee
Alpinestars Tech 1Start ............... 47.00

OMP NomeX Top......cccvveeveeerennnns
OMP Nomex Pants.

OMP Balaclava.......
Nomex SOCKS.....cccuveviveeiiieeeennnne.

HELMETS

Stilo WRC DES........cccooiiieeeaiiienn.
Stilo ST5R Rally......
Stilo Trophy DES....

Simpson Rally ............ccccecooa. .

Simpson Hybrid Sport .............. 440.00
Simpson Hans lll....................... 215.00
Sparco Helmet Box... ...40.00
TRS Helmet Hammock ... ...28.00
Stand 21 Hans Device .............. 185.00
Hans Ill Device ..........ccccceeeeennnn. 225.00

| HARNESSE )

Sabelt 75mm 6pt Clubman (FIA) 90.00
TRS 4pt (FIA).ccoeeeiiiiiiiiiiieeeee 78.00
TRS 75mm 6pt Magnum (FIA)....90.00
TRS 75mm Superlite 6pt (FIA).. 115.00
TRS 6pt Hans Only Magnum (FIA) . 96.00
TRS 6pt Hans Only Superlite (FIA)125.00

[ nrencows )

Peltor Practice headset............. 135.00
Peltor FMT120 intercom............ 175.00
Peltor Eliminator.......................... 40.00
Peltor Open Face headset.......... 85.00
Peltor Full Face Headset............. 79.00
Stilo WRC 03 intercom.................. POA
Stilo DG-10 intercom..................... POA
Stilo Trophy intercom.................... POA
Stilo Practice Headset................... POA

LIFELINE F )

Fire Marshal 4Ltr Mech system. 170.00

Int 4 Ltr electric system............. 335.00
Zero 360 3kg Electric................ 535.00
Hand Held 1.75 Ltr...................... 40.00
Zero 360 2kg hand held............ 200.00

SEATS )
OMP Champ-R........cccccceeveennnn. 239.00
OMP HTE-R 400..........cccceeennnnn 395.00
Sparco Pro 2000 LF.................. 395.00
Sparco Circuit LF ...................... 339.00
Sparco Evo..........ccccviieiiiiiin, 279.00

The Old Rectory, Augher, Co. Tyrone BT77 0BN
Closed Sun & Mon. Open Tues - Thurs 9.30am - 8.30pm
Fri 9.30am - 7.00pm & Sat 9.00am - 2.00pm

Sparco Sprint..........cceeeeeeieeeeenes 150.00
Alloy seat mounts.............cccceeeee. 35.00
CODRIVER
ACCESSOF
Don Barrow Potis ................ from 97.00
Avanti Map Lights................ from 21.00
Co-Pilote Stopwatch ................... 80.00
Fastime 2 Stopwatch .................. 15.00
OMP Brief Bag .......cccccceeeeeeiinnnee 25.00
Sparco Director Bag ..........c........ 32.00
CORSA PA »
TRANSMISSION
Quaife F13/15
Synchromesh 5sp.........ccccce.... 1450.00
Gear Kit with Final Drive Ratio 4.5-4.8
Quaife GM Gear Lever .............. 345.00

Helix Paddle Clutch Platesfrom 125.37
F15 L.S.D Unit (Plate Type)....... 450.00

BRAKE COMPONENTS
Alcon Front Tarmac Brake Kit. 1300.00
(4pstn caliper, 300x26 disc, caliper

mtg bkt)

Balance Bar Pedal Box (GrpA) . 195.00
Dash Adjuster Click Type............ 30.00
Girling Reservoir.........ccccceeeeeeee 16.00
Alloy Handbrake Kit................... 120.00

Stack Electrical Water Temp ....... 42.00
Stack Voltmeter..........ccccceevennnnne 34.00
Stack Clubman Tachometer ..... 190.00
Stack Integrated Dash Display . 725.00
Additional Stack Gauges in Stock

)

Terratrip 101 plus ....ccovvvvvvrnnnnneee 105.00
Terratrip Retro.........ccoooevviiiennees 169.00
BrantzInt2ProS..........cccccce... 170.00
Brantz rally timer ....................... 100.00
Monit Q-10 ....eeviiiiieeeeeeeeeiies
Monit Q-20 ......
Monit G-100
Monit G-200

FUEL PUMP

AND ACCES
Weber 45 DCOE...........ccccccuuu... 265.00
Red Top Competition Pump Kit .. 68.50
Red Top Pump ......cccooviieiiiiininnnnns 58.00
Sytec Injection Pump.................. 70.00
Injection Fuel Pump Kit............. 325.00
Filter King ....ccoovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciis 42.00
Fuel Sampling Kit...........c.ccooeeeee 65.00
Millers CVL ..o 6.50
Millers CVL TUrbo ....cceveveeiiiiiine 8.75
Pro Boost ......cccviiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiis 12.00

MITSUBIS

PARTS
Evo 7/8/9 Front Wing ................... £295
Evo 9 Front Bumper Skin............. £195
Evo 9 Rear bumper Skin.............. £300
Evo 9 Front Splitter ...................... £185
Evo 9 Front Driveshatft.................. £345
Evo 9 Rear driveshaft................... £235
Evo 9 Rear Inner joint .................. £235
Evo 9 Long Wheel Stud ................... £2

Evo 9 Front Lower Suspension Arm ....

)

Sparco 16pt Roll Cage.............. 550.00
Safety Devices CDS Weld In Cage 535.00

)

Stack Electrical Oil Pressure....... 60.00

)

OMP Corsica Steering Wheel ... 110.00
OMP WRC Steering Wheel ....... 105.00
OMP Steering Wheel Hub...from 35.00
Works Type Deep Dished S/Wheel . 103.00

Dished Steering Wheel ............... 85.00
Semi Dished Steering Wheel...... 85.00
Flat Steering Wheel.................... 85.00
Revolution Grp4 4 Spoke....from 76.00
Revolution Grp4 5 Spoke....from 89.37

Minilite 13” Wheels.............. from 80.00

| ESCORT PAF )

SUSPENSION AND STEERING

Bilstein Grp4 Adj Strut............... 175.00
Alloy Spring Seat (1”7 deep) .......... 9.00
Alloy Spring Seat (3” deep) ........ 16.00

CALL TODAY...

A
+44 (0) 28 8554 9851

sales@montgomery-motorsport.co.uk

Alloy Lock RiNG .........oooooiiiiiinenen. 8.00
Alloy Top Cap (D-hole)................ 12.00
Alloy C Spanner ........cccccoeeeeeeeeens 12.00
Bilstein 300/70 Insert................... 95.00
Bilstein 300/100 Insert................. 95.00

Alloy Top Mount (2pc, Grp4)....... 72.00
Alloy Top Mount Nut+Spacer-....... 8.00
Electric Power Steering Kit........ 600.00
H/D Bronze Bush Steering Rack 255.00
Grp4 Steering Joint Cast ............ 15.00
Gen Ford Grn Track Rod End..... 30.00

In Situ R/J Gen Ford TCA Kits... 150.00
In Situ R/J Q/H TCA Kits ............. 75.00
Grp4 Tension Strut Kit............... 325.00
Bilstein Grp1 Rear Damper-......... 95.00
Bilstein Grp4 Rear Turret............. 90.00
Bilstein Coil Over Damper......... 146.00
Watts Linkage Kit Atlas ............. 225.00

AXLE AND
TRANSMIS

F/F Grp4 Atlas Axle Casing.from 450.00
Grp1 Atlas Axle Casing.....from 425.00

Grp1 2pc Halfshaft (18 tooth) ... 110.00
Grp4 F/F Halfshaft (18 tooth).... 130.00
Grp1 Halfshaft Flange................. 77.00
Grp4 Halfshaft Flange................. 70.00
ZF Motorsport L.S.D Unit........ 1500.00
Gripper Atlas L.S.D .................. 635.00
ZF Side Gear.......cccceevvvvvuviinnnnnnnnn 85.00
Ford CW.P 5.1 & 4.6 Set .......... 265.00
Ford CW.P 5.3 & 4.9 Set .......... 375.00
Tran-X Club Gearkit 5spd.......... 750.00
Tran-X English L.S.D................. 420.00

)

Mk2 Bias Pedal Box (cable)...... 250.00

Mk2 Bias Pedal Box (hyd)......... 300.00
Mk1 Bias Pedal Box (hyd)......... 300.00
Tube Adjuster .........cccccceeeveeeennnnnn. 29.00
Flexible Click Dash Adjuster ....... 30.00
Ap & Girling Reservoir................. 16.00
Alloy Pro Hyd Handbrake Kit.... 120.00
Hyd Handbrake Kit...................... 52.00
Ralloy Vertical Handbrake......... 116.00
Master Cylinder .625, .700, .750.45.00
Alcon 13” Front Brake Kit.......... 950.00

(inc 267 x 21 disc, disc bell, alloy 4pt caliper)
Alcon 15” Front Brake Kit........ 1100.00
(inc 304 x 28 disc, disc bell, alloy 4pt caliper)

)

Alloy Tarmac Arches Mk2 set.... 265.00
Alloy Front Spoiler.............cccc..... 65.00
Alloy Front Arch.......ccccoiiiiieiiinnns 70.00
Alloy Front Arch (15” Wheel) ...... 80.00
Alloy Rear Tarmac Arch............... 75.00

Alloy Shaped Tank + Filler ....... 173.00
Fuel Tank Fitting Kit + Straps...... 80.00

Alloy Dry Sump Tank................. 100.00
Rear Lamp Protectors................. 14.00
Alloy Strut Brace ........cccccoeeeeeeeenn. 52.00
Alloy Sumpguard

(8mm chassis mtd) ................... 225.00
Alloy radiator ...........ccceeeeeiieeennn. 215.00

Pace Ford Duratec Dry Sump Kit . 950.00

ALL PRICES

+VAT @ 20%
Mail Order Specialists
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SERVICES
Team  Gior-smivem  Club

Championship Race Numbers

Nationality
@ Name S PONSOrIsS

Nomex Motorsport badges for Race & Rally

Blood Groups

No Minimum Order Charge
Nomex Sewing Kit Included
Easy Online Ordering SN
Quick Turnaround tWIncentr'C
UK Manufactured - !
No Set-Up Fees

" Robust interlocking
| floor tiles

No messy adhesives

Installation service
available

Call 01676 523386 Y,
for your no obligation _
quotation

witih) § DYNOTIL@

mnuns

Typical 20ft x 17ft garage supplied and installed with skirting for less than £1500.00. www DYN O'I'I I- E co U K
; | : ; : : . . >

Installation service not available in all areas of the UK - contact Dynotile for details.
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MARKETPLACE ____________________________________
HAMILEON LITE » BLOX,

high performance | lightweight batteries

Specialists in Bespoke Products for Classic & Sports Cars

W J
(=, 3
. i )
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LY 4

Race & Rally Marquees to Suit all Budgets 3x3m to 6m Hexagon
Steel and Alloy Frame, Clubman to Professional, Printing Available Multi-Layer Indoor
& Outdoor Breathable Car Covers for Classic & Moderns

Luxury Car Covers, Indoor & Outdoor Breathable Materials Printed Barriers & Flags,
Entrance Mats, Minilite Wheels Many More useful products for Modern,
Classic & Race Cars

Designed and manufactured in Germany using highest quality LiFePO4 cells.
Ultra lightweight, high strength carbon fibre casing.
Integrated electronics for maximum safety and reliability.

Available in UK exclusively through CARTEK Motorsport Electronics.
WWW. .de www. .com
See them at AUTOSPORT, Stand 8244

www.hamilton-motorsport.com
Email: office@hamiltonclassic.co.uk | Tel: +44(0)118 973 7300
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Rebuild Timel... 27 7= T 0208 568 1172 € info@thi
A 6 2 info@thinkauto.com

Fast and Reliable Delivery of

=t 7% Y T4 | Forged Pistons and Conrods \{ (00 & | £
ekl — " ¥ | AUTOMOTIVE f

MOTORPORT & | | . g
RACING TYRES | | Y \ § e / World’s leading

Including ACB 10 - R N Oil Cooler specialist
FORMULA FORD ' -

Experts in all automotive plumbing
ihbitdiitonlll | Have the pistons you need, not
e CALL: (0)1462 684300
w O ) Cambridge sales@cambridgemotorsport.com
BMTR.CO.UK b e L L TLIIITYF The major supplier of filler caps

Unit 5 Lac.re Way. Letchworth, Herts, SG6 | NR. www.cambridgemotorsport.com

o salen@bri.co.mk Huge range of hose & fittings

DID YOU KNOW?

15% of our readers have been reading
for longer than 5 years. Advertising in
Motorsport News helps you put your

advert in front of a loyal audience who
trust the title. And many other automotive plumbing components
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Weatherweave 7’
C ‘J_\ln_nings & Tarpaulins

g

L » WORKING WITHYOU

PRG TRAILERS

SFINEST{BUILT BRITISHTRAILERS g (|- l= 2.7 ~ G

>
ASI Stand: 6200

N

4

ESSENTIAL FOR MOTORSPORT TEAMS & COMPETITORS

MAKE TRANSPORTING AND STORING EASY WITH A WEATHERWEAVE CONVERTED TRAILER

Weatherweave is the UK's leading specialist in bespoke awnings and trailer conversions. Featuring high
specification PVC covers in a wide range of colours with artwork of your choice. Simple to use, durable, long-
lasting and fire retardant to a British Standard, with an anti fungal lacquered finish. Our customer base spans

PRG Trailers | Cheshire | UK | Tel: +44 (0) 1270812402 from the general public, to international race teams and multi-global firms giving us experience second to none.

Web: www.prgtrailers.co.uk | Email: info@prgtrailers.co.uk

call us on: + 44 (0) 1268 774 141 or visit: www.weatherweave.co.uk

Fieldfare Trailer Centre, Salisbury.
With over 15 years of experience in dealing with
trailers, we know a thing or two about them.
Our expert and professional advice will help you
find the right trailer for your requirements.

People come from all over the country to see our
extensive range for a number of different uses.

* Sales * Trailer Hire * Servicing
* Repairs * Parts
Selection of used Brian James Trailers for sale

A-Max, 5.0m x 1.96m, 2.6t GVW, £1800 + vat
A-Max, 4.3m x 1.96m, 2.6t GVW, £1850 + vat
A-Max, 4.3m x 1.96m, 2.6t GVW, £2000 + vat
TT Tiltbed, 5.0m x 2.02m, 3.5t GVW, £2500 + vat
Covered A-Max, 4.24m x 1.94m x 1.52m high,
2.0t GVW, £3,495 no vat.

Sold to Competitors by Competitors !

Tel: 01980 611853 info@fieldfaretrailers.co.uk www.fieldfaretrailers.co.uk
The Trailer Warehouse, Ford Farm, Old Malthouse Lane, Ford, Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP4 6DR. NN
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Black-and-White

The benefit of a protective transport is always valued when moving
precious vehicles. Its now over 20 years since Brian James Trailers were
the first to design a stylish, light and durable enclosed trailer using a
GRP body construction, the original Race Shuttle.

The Race Transporter range is the third generation in the lineage and
for the double decade landmark in MY2017 trailers we have introduced
a host of new features, including a professional vehicle restraint system
as well as fresh external styling.

Choosing a Brian James Trailer as your enclosed transport solution has
always guaranteed black-and-white certainty.

Race Transporters are now available in Black or White.

Range starts from £ 6,750 + vat

BJT also offers a wide range of open trailers.
For more information on our trailer range or to find your nearest dealer
visit:

www.brianjames.co.uk/dealer

TFIANEPUFITEFIE

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

¥ Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

T +44 (0)1327 308 833

For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office.
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www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com

HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND PRO MOTORSPORTS

DEVELOPED BY PROFESSIONALS, FOR PROFESSIONALS

DEALERS WANTED

All Woodford Trailers have full
European Type Approval

We have been designing and building our extensive range of high-quality,
adaptable vehicle trailers from our Northamptonshire home for over 20 years,

selling at highly competitive prices to suit a wide range of requirements.
Please get in touch with us to discuss your needs.

Tel: 01327 263384 @ Mob: 07434 940 693
E-mail: sales@woodfordtrailers.com
Web: www.woodfordtrailers.com
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GEARBOXES RACE WEAR

Gearboxman.com

Authorised stockists fo.r: COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES RACE & RALLY
PHILIPS Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more C )  ressionate asou moTorsporT

and many more...

01527908676 | i Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007 WWW.JJCRACEANDRALLY.COM

RACE CARS RACING WEAR

www mecrracecars.co.u 140,000 PRODUCTS ONLINE... MORE TO COME!  THE BEST BRANDS WITH RAPID DELIVERY!

01933411993 it i
jondelrace@aol.com ' A\ Sy _ MOTORSPORT _
= MCR's for sale

arrive & drive packages il  Www.demon-tweeks.co.uk

RACING WEAR

f rmoow | BiEE Teamwear Speuallsts - ; o
BDG RACE & RALLY SPECIALISTS ar @ParBoxOniine ""°'
FOR OVER 40 YEARS S rint =
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD www.part-box.co.uk % Top Quality Brands ®Quick 'rummound

ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING. Your Performance & Tuning Parts Specialists Over 100,000 Products Listed @ Min Order Only 4

CYLINDER HEAD MODIFICATIONS, HKS = ’ #4 Complete Vehicle Search

PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING. s B, @ Intemational Shipping! ONEREE] Set Up Foms

Telephane: (1. il

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128 U, o s o www °9°meUP co.v

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST

GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS f
Wi have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW! R
GPB Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requirements and we will

put together the best package with engines producing 250bhp up to 550bhp

‘[\-ﬂ For more infomation email: sales@groupbmotorsport.com
GroupB Motorsport call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit: groupbmotorsport.com

e Performance Tuning Specialists
e Northampton e 2WD Superflow Rolling Road,
" Motorsport 1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity

e Life Racing and Omex Engine Management
northamptonmotgr-srss:'lt@btconnect GO o Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents
or visit Plus much more, Contact us on

northamptonmotorsport.com 01604 766624

Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, engine
kits & components for use in alf types of motorsport worldwide.

W: sbdev.co.uk E: shdmotorsport@btconnect.com T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121

www.EMPIRE RV.co.uk

L ivimg tne igh Tife
Tel: +44 (0) 1761 300 489

www.EmpireRV.co.uk m info@EmpireRV.co.uk

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP
+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

: : Manufacturers of bespoke split rim allay wheels. Every se1 made to order!
0" coollng & plumblng speC|aI|sts ROAD // RACE / KIT-CARS / BIKES & TRIKES / DRAGSTERS / ETC ...

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
-6 Speed Sequentlal Gearboxes Wheel fitments for virtually and vehicle from 107 to 22" diameter from 3" to 187 wide, Prototype work
- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits 0208 568 1172 www.thinkauto.com for 0.E. manufacturers, drawing to finshed product, design facility, comprehensive parts department.

1S0 9001:2000 Accredited Company Certificate No. GB00196

- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

-
.Ra!!y&’ﬁace Ge’arbaxes, Stock and custom made COMI"OMOT!VE
GearKits, LSD's and Driveshafts FiA Fuel Cells. Winni ’ MOYORS;‘ORT wnslf;s ) 073
:01782280136 F: 01782269913 Short lead times. P inning all over the world since 1973...
=: sales@eliteracingtransmissions.com 01527 521050 &r(, f (/.? Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.

Including CXR, ML and MO

. . WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM
www.classicworldracing.co.uk Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 _sales@comp.co.uk

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

Jonathan King Ben Kavanagh Katrina Renwick
Classified Team Leader Classified Advertising Production Controller
T: +44 (0) 208 267 5992 T: +44 (0) 208 267 5389 T: +44 (0) 208 267 5823

E: jonathan.king@haymarket.com E: benjamin.kavanagh@haymarket.com E: Katrina.renwick@haymarket.com




FERODO

/‘
[D ECELERATION

/“
M ODULATION

THE DRIVER'S
PAD

"ERODO RACING BRAKE PAD‘S4

developed and engineered to perform in all four phases of the braklng event.

-’/.

In addition to the bite and deceleration expected
from a world class race pad, Ferodo pads offer

the superior modulation and instantaneous release
for maximum exit speeds.

© MoGUL www.fervracing.com

Circuit Supplies (UK) Ltd, Unit 8, Eden Court,
Eden Way, Leighton Buzzard, Beds LU7 4FY . SELECTED RANGE NOW AVAILABLE
Tel: 01525 385 888 * Fax: 01525 385 898 THERMALLY BEDDED
info@circuitsupplies.com

www.circuitsupplies.com




