Ambharic Language Introduction

Amharic Script

Ambharic is written in a script which is named fidal. Tigrigna, a language closely related to
Ambharic, and Ge’ez, the language of ancient Ethiopian, also use the same script. Learning the
script may look like a very complex system but with practice you will get used to it. If you
want to read anything in Amharic and Tigrigna you need to know the fidal.

Each (fidal) letter or symbol represents a whole syllable, like bu, bi, ba, be. So if you want to
write the Amharic word Buna, which means coffee, you will need only two letters bu+ na.
There are more than 230 letters. Learning the Amharic Fiddl may not be an easy task for an
adult learner.

But don’t worry, there are regular patterns in the system and you won’t have to learn all
completely different shapes. There are 33 basic consonant shapes followed by the vowel a. The
addition of small lines or circles or shortening and lengthening of legs indicates a different
vowel following the base consonant. Every time one of the seven vowels of Amharic (4, u, i, a,
e, 1 and o) is added to a consonant, the shape of the Fiddl changes to reflect the change. There
are exceptions to the rule and some of the Fiddls have a counterpart that sounds exactly the
same but are depicted by different symbols for historical reasons.

There are 7 vowels in Amharic and 6 modifications of the basic shape making what are called
the 7 ‘orders’as in; Q0 ba M bu L biaba i be N1 binNbo

The first order

a) Letters with one leg



+Kk’a +td F cA "ha 'nd Tnad ?fyad 1ga4 T pa

b) Letters with two Legs
Ala HzA asd Wz4d Ald 1S4 Ldanbagjansaapa hka as’a iha

c) Legless Symbols

U ha w sa avo ma O wa

The second order

You add a short horizontal line to the middle of the right-hand side of the basic letter shape.
(+ su ,i Su ,i+ bu

The third order is mostly formed by adding a short horizontal line to the bottom

of the right hand side of the letter.
(. si 0. §i,N bi

The fourth order

The base consonant with the sound ‘a’ is formation depends on the shape of the basic first

order letter.
One leg letters mostly make the fourth order by adding a leftwards curving to the bottom of

the single leg.

A La,a sa,d §a,q0 ba,h ka,# k’a,J ta,F ¢a,? ha,qs na,7 na,f ya
The fifth order the consonant followed by the vowel e is formed by a small loop or semi-circle

attached to the
bottom of the base shape. But letters with rounded bottom will need to add an extra leg to

carry the sign.

0 be & e ,h ke [ Tu he ;15 ze ,8 je ,% p’e ,% s’e



The six order indicating both the consonant plus the vowel i diverse in a way it is formed.

The seventh order

Which is followed by the vowel o, has three characteristics patterns of formation. Most of the
letters with a single leg add a small circle at the top of the letter.

$ k’o,* to,¥ ¢o,Tho,$no,% no

The letters with two and three legs mostly shorten the right hand leg to form the 7th

0 so, & So, (" bo,h ko , 7 ho , 1, Zo ,% jo, 2 po’,2

Of the letters with rounded bottoms four of them form the seventh order by adding a short
leftward curving line to the center of the bottom of the shape except ho,mo, ro and fo.

¥ SO P wo s’o

Here is the full Amharic script in groups based on their shapes

One Legged symbols

¢ k’a * ku ¢ ki P k’a + k’e + ki $ k’o
+ ta k tu t ti Es ta 5 te T ti £ to
F Ca T cu E Ci F ca E e + & ¥ ¢o
1 ha "F‘ hu L hi > ha b he 1 hi i ho
1 na r nu 2 ni q na 2 ne 7 ni e no
T na | T au | & i T na | & fie ] i ¢ Ao




—

¥ y& yu yi ® ya ye [® yi ¢ yo
1 ga r gu L gl 2 ga 3 ge a g'l' ? go
T pa F pu T pi T pa T pe T pi 7" po
Two Legged letters

QA 14 Uy lu A li A La {8 le A\ li fe lo
a sé (- su (h si a sa ( se 0 si 0 SO
a 34 (3 su |0 §i a sa [ Se T S [ $0
n ba (+ bu (L bi a ba 3 be 1 bi n bo
A a b u A. i A a to e h i h 0
n ka 3 ku n ki n ka (8 ke h ki h Ko
it ha | hu |1 hi i ha | he i1 hi T Ho
H Za H zZu H. Zi H za i ze H Z1 H Z0
" 7 G zu | zi " za 10 Zze i Zi " Z0
L da = du 4 di 4 da Lo de £ di & do
3 ja 5 ju 5. ji % ja 3 je 3 ji 2 jo
A |pa |A |pu |A |pi |* |pa |& |pe |& |pi |*# |po’
A s’a & s’u A s’i A s’a % s’e & s’ 2 s’o
Three Legged symbols

ch ha che hu ch. hi ch ha cho he ch hi ch ho
m T’a (M t'u (M. t’i a t’a Mm t’e T t1 m t’o
6bb c’a 6bb cu 6b, ¢ ok, c’a 6bF c’e B C1 e ¢co’

The Legless ones




0] ha U hu A hi b4 ha A he U hi v ho
I4 ra ¢ ru 6 ri ‘& ra é re C i c ro
ao ma av- mu a, mi a ma al me go im ¥ b mo
w sa w- su vy, si v sa vy, se ~ si ol SO
o wa . wu ? wi ? wa ® we - wi P WO
0 a o~ u %, 1 G a % e ] i Id o

0 s’a o~ s'u % s’i 9 s’a 9 s’e i} s e s’o
é. fa 2 fu és fi 4 fa éo fe & fi (4 fo

Key to Amharic Vowel sounds

A-Again’ bigger, like the hesitation uh, u-moon, soon, i-feet, meet, seat, a-father like the
exclamation ah!,

e- gate, way, ’i-like player and O-shore.

Numbers in Amharic

Number Script phonetics

1 Are: and Number Script phonetics
2 At hulat 20 78 haya
3 adat sost 30 (A salasa
4 hét arat 40 ACQ arba
S Aot amist 50 7970 hamsa
6 0Lt sidist 60 U slsa

7 aa-t sabat 70 an séba
8 agert simint 80 aT77%e samanya
9 Hn™ zat’agn 90 HnS zat’ana
10 AOC asir 100 ao-f- mato




Vocabulary

1. Adventure-£N4%-Jabdu 80. Town-ht+o7 - Kdtama

2. Afternoon -haat- kasaat 81. Trainer -A0AM7T -Asélit’an
3. Again-a7£15 - inddgana 82. Training -0Am¢S -silt'dna
4. Age-h89- idme 83. Truth -h@t - iwnét

S. Alphabet -4.L4 -Fidal 84. Unique-?HUre —Yatalaya

6. Always-v-i\i -Hulgize 85. Urgent-a0Fng—Ascakuway
7. Another -AA- Lela 86. Useful -m 1.-t'dk'ami

8. Answer/Change(as in money)-e?An-Mals 87. Vegetables- Athévt- atikilt
9. Apology -g+c-Yik’irta 88. Volunteer-?+£5-Fak’adana
10. Appointmen -Pmc-k'at aro 89. Clever -101 —Gobéz

11. Appropriate -t+10.-tagébi 90. Coffee -+9- buna

12. Bad -ovp6: -Mat’ifo 91. Cold -+HnH-k'azk 'aza

13. Bag -0c4 — Borsa 92. Color-¢r>-k'1am

14. Bed pan -7°7" -Popo 93. Compound -“N.-Gibbi

15. Big-ta¢ -tilik' 94. Correct-thha-tikikil

16. Bill -74a-0 — Hisab 95. Country -A1C— agar

17. Body -11— Géla— 96. Crazy -a0£ -ibd

18. Braid- 40 —Suruba 97. Customer-2705- Danbana
19. Brother- @729°- windim 98. Dangerous-a215-Adagana
20. Bucket -0a%4. -Balidi 99. Dark-enr?7 - ¢’aldma

21. But-77- Gin 100. Day/date -¢7-k'an

22. Candle-d77- Sama 101. Delicious- M4p-T afac’
23. Care -a7h-0h0—inkibikabe 102. Dinner -a¢-t— irat

24. Careful-m?9#¥ —-T’ank’ak’a 103. Direction-a¢Mm-Ak’itac’a
25. Certain -ACIm% —irigit’ana 104. Empty -02&-Bado




26. Chair-o70c— Wanbar 105. Enough- ¢ - Bak’i

27. Cheap-chi -Rikas 106. Enough -0% -Bak’a

28. Church-0+hcht:f7- Betakirstiyan 107. Evening -9°tit-misit
29. Citizenship-irt— Zeginat 108. Example-%°aA -Misale
30. Class/room -h&é— Kifil 109. Expense -0¢n, — WAL
31. Clever -101 —Gobaz 110. Farm -ACA — irSa

32. Gender- #23-S’ota 111. Fast-#M7 — Fat’an

33. Gift -amj--sit'ota 112. Fasting-29° —S’om

34. Glass-Ncar#-Birc’ik’o 113. Father -A0t -abat

35. Greeting -0A9°F -sdlamita 114. Few-1¢t+- TikK'it

36. Home/House (t— Bet 115. Fiancé -4¢™% i¢'onna
37. Hope -th4--tasfa 116. Flash light -at+¢- Batiri
38. Hot /fresh -th-0-tikus 117. Fork -fi‘n Suka

39. How much/how many -a7t -sint 118. Frankly -09166é -Bagils’
40. Husband-04- bal 119. Friend-3£5- gwadanna
41. Incense -AM7 — it’an 120. Mop -erohof- Mawalwaya
42. Inside -@-0r — Wist’ 121. Morning- m?+- t’awat
43. Key -eas-k'ulf 122. Mosque -e°(r.&- Masgid
44. Kid -v97 -His’an 123. Mother -A9t-innat

45. Language-®7$-k'uankua 124. Mug-hr0f — Kubaya

46. Letter-£040, — Dadbidabe 125. Name- (09°-Sim

47. Life -vgot+- Hiywét 126. Neighbor -20t —Gorébet
48. Light/easy -PAd-k'alal 127. Never-nee-9°>-Béafis'um
49. List/ Change(as in money)-HCHC— Zirzir 128. News -H5-Zena

50. Low -tet+5— Zik’'itana 129. Next -¢roe -k'at'ilo

51. Luggage-a7M -Sant’a 130. Night -wract -14lit

52. Madatory-1%7— Gideta 131. Nothing -9°79° -Minim




53. Malaria-o0- Waba 132. Now -Av-7 -Ahun

54. Many -0 — Bizu 133. No- Ag-aye

55. Market-101¢ — Gabaya 134. Panties -77F -Pant

56. Mean/means-U+ Malat 135. Parent-mA%: — Walaj

57. Method -H&— Zade 136. Peace -0A9° -sdlam

58. Milk -o-++ watat 137. People -unN -Hizb

59. Modern-HereP— Zamanawi 138. Perhaps -7°¢A0t -Minalbat
60. Money -17H0 — Ganizéb 139. Phone -aah -silk

61. Month-oc - War 140. Pocket-nh.a -Kis

62. Shop-(+¢ -suk' 141. Practice -A9°9°2-Limimid
63. Similar-teraqg-tdmésasay 142. Price -?p>-Waga

64. Sister- aAvt- ihit 144. Question-1f¢-Tiyak’e
65. Slowly -0193 —Bazigita 145. Ready-18. -Zigiju

66. Small -F70-tinis 146. Reason -°h%¢1-Mikniyat
67. Smile-#1917 —-Fagagita 147. Regulation-£7N-Danb
68. Soft drink- 1r0Ad- laslasa 148. Review-h1Pa—Kildsa

69. Special -A% - Liyu 149. Safe-Anto999% Astamaman
70. Speech-7°C -Nigigir 150. Salt-en.@- — C’aw

71. Stepfather -478¢- AQT- injara abbat 151. Water- @/ weha

72. Stepmother -A7€¢- A9t- injara innat 152. Week -49°7t -Samint

73. Student -+714 -tamari 153. Why -1r9°7 -1amin

74. Sugar- ac- sikuar 154. With out-g1r-Yald

75. Tea -4¢ -Say 155. Word -#a-k'al

76. Time /O'clock-0%t -sé at 156. Work -a¢- -Sira

77. Today-Hé-Zare 157. Worker -01¢-15 -Saratan
78. Together-N)p¢- — Bagara 158. Yesterday -197t -tinant




Verbs you need the most

. To ask-om¢$— Mat’ayak’

11.

To read —7770N — Manbéab

. To be -aovri— Mahon

12.

To run—ev¢t — Marot’

. To brush-ev0Z0 méaboras

13.

To send/mail -evAh- Malak

. To drink —eem)+— MAat’at’at

14.

To show-14¢+ -Masayat

. To go-av48: — Mahed

15.

To speak-o71C -Managér

16.

To spend the day -evPaméawal

. To like—orw-£ ¢-— Mawdad

17.

To spend the evening-919°i-t- mamsat

. To listen—7140or-Madamét’

18.

To spend the night -712C-ma

To look for/to want -av#-p- Méafélag

19.

To study — 9179+ — Matinat

1
2
3
4
5
6. To learn —or")C-mamar
7
8
9.
1

0. To play/to chat —vspo-Mac’awat

20.

To take-ova-n&— Mawisad

VI. Expressing Needs and Emotions

I don’t understand -A010%9°- algédbanim

I like -a®8AU- iwadalahu

I'm tired - 2hovi- dakaman

I drink - amMaAv- it’ataldhu

I’'m thirsty - m°7T%- tadman

I eat -aNAAU- 1balalahu

I’'m hungry -¢0% raban

I don’t want- Add.A19° alfaligm

I'm full - 097 bak’an

I don’t like - AA®L9° alwadim

[ am sick-Amaman

I don’t drink - Adm™M9® alt’at’am

I want Ad.doau- ifdlgaldhu

I don’t eat- AANA® albalam

General Greetings in Amharic

How do you do?

T’ena yistilin

mS SATAY

Hi! Salam naw?

AA9® 1@-?




How are you? (J) Dahna ndh? LV 17?2
How are you? (%) Dahna n&s? LUS 10?2
How are you? polite Dahna n&dwot? LS 1P1?
How are you? Plural Dahna nacihu LUS 1tu?

Common Cultural Faux Pa that Foreigners commit in Ethiopia

While greeting and taking leave, bowing, shaking hands and removing hats are common.
Using both hands when shaking hands with elders and officials indicates respect (the left
hand to support the right forearm).

Upon the entry or arrival of elders or officials, it is expected to stand and say, ‘nor

signifying welcome and respect.

When you eat with elders, wait for the elders to start before eating yourself.

You don’t have to eat all the food served. You can eat as much as you can and return
what remains. There is usually someone else who will eat it.

Smelling food served to you can offend your host (You can explain to your host that in
America it is a compliment to smell the food).

When somebody serves you water for your hands, it is polite to stand up to wash, but
your host usually asks you to sit down. You can then insist and wash standing up, or
choose to wash sitting down depending on the age of the person who helps you to wash
(relative to you). If the person seems to be younger than you, you may choose to sit
down. But generally since standing up is a sign of respect for your hosts, it is the safer
thing to do.

While eating food on the same plate with somebody else, you may be offered ‘gursha’
(feeding with hands). If you don’t want the gursha, you can politely refuse to have it.

It is not polite to lick your fingers at meals.

>

“If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his head. If you talk to him in
his language that goes to his heart”. Nelson Mandela



