
A Descent into the Maelstrom
Edgar Allan Poe

He wEs of /god in /nEter, Az in The ways of God in Nature,

/providens, yr not Az Qr wEs; nYr as in Providence, are not as our

yr He modelz HAt wI frEm AnI wE ways ; nor are the models that we

komeSart tU He vAstnes, profanditI, frame any way commensurate to

5 And ansercAblnes of /his warks, wic the vastness, profundity, and un- 5 r

hAv E depT in Hem grEter HAn He wel searchableness of His works, which

of /dImokritas. have a depth in them greater than

the well of Democritus.

/JOsef /glAnvil. Joseph Glanville.

wI hAd nQ rIcd He samit WE had now reached the 10 r

10 ov He loftIest krAg. fYr summit of the loftiest crag.

sam minMtz He old mAn sImd For some minutes the old man

tU mac eksystd tU spIk. seemed too much exhausted
to speak.

”not loN AgO,” sed hI At ”Not long ago,” said he 15 r

leNT, ”And F kUd hAv gFded at length, ”and I could have

15 jM on His rQt Az wel Az He guided you on this route as

jNest ov mj sans; bat, abQt well as the youngest of my
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Descent into the Maelstrom

TrI jrs pAst, Her hApend tU sons; but, about three years

mI An Ivent sac Az never past, there happened to me an 20 r

hApend tU mortal mAn - Yr event such as never happened

20 At lIst sac Az nO mAn ever tomortal man - or at least such

sarvFved tU tel ov - And as no man ever survived to tell

siks Qrs ov dedlI teror wic of - and the six hours of deadly

F Hen endard hAv brOken mI terror which I then endured 25 r

ap bodI And sOl. jU sapQs have broken me up body and

25 mI E verI old mAn - bat F soul. You suppose me a very

Am not. it tUk les HAn E siNl old man - but I am not. It took

dE tU cAnJ HIs hErs fram E less than a single day to change

JetI blAk tU wFt, tU wIken these hairs from a jetty black 30 r

mj lims, And tU anstriN mj to white, to weaken my limbs,

30 nerves, sO HAt F trembl At He and to unstring my nerves,

lIst ekserSn, And Am frF- so that I tremble at the least

tend At E SAdow. dU jM nO exertion, and am frightened at

F kAn skArslI lUk over His a shadow. Do you know I can 35 r

litl klif wiTQt getiN gidI?” scarcely look over this little
cliff without getting giddy ?”

35 He ”litl klif,” apon hUs The ”little cliff,” upon whose

eJ hI hAd sO kArleslI TrOn edge he had so carelessly

himself dQn tU rest HAt He thrown himself down to rest 40 r

wEtIer porSn ov hiz bodI that the weightier portion of
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haN over it, wFl hI waz his body hung over it, while

40 onlI kept fram fyliN bj he was only kept from falling

He tenjr ov hiz elbO on by the tenure of his elbow

its ekstrIm And sliperI eJ on its extreme and slippery 45 r

- His ”litl klif” aroz, E edge - this ”little cliff” arose, a

SIr anobstraktd presipis ov sheer unobstructed precipice

45 blAk SFniN rok, sam fiftIn of black shining rock, some

Yr sikstIn handred fIt fram fifteen or sixteen hundred feet

He world ov krAgs bInIT as. from the world of crags be- 50 r

noTiN wUd hAv temtd mI tU neath us. Nothing would have

wiTin hAf E dozen jArds ov tempted me to within half a

50 its brink. in trUT sO dIplI dozen yards of its brink. In

waz F eksFtd bj He pErilas truth so deeply was I excited

posiSn ov mj kompAnjon, by the perilous position of my 55 r

HAt F fel At fal leNT apon companion, that I fell at full

He grQnd, klaN tU He Srabs length upon the ground, clung

55 yrQnd mI, And dArd not to the shrubs around me, and

Iven glans apwArd At He skj dared not even glance upward

- wFl F stragled in vEn tU at the sky - while I struggled in 60 r

dFvest mjself ov He FdeA vain to divestmyself of the idea

HAt He verI fQndESns ov He that the very foundations of

60 mQntAn wer in dAnJer fram the mountain were in danger

He fMrj ov He winds. it from the fury of the winds. It
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waz loN bIfYr F kUd rIsan was long before I could reason 65 r

mjself intU safiSnt karaJ myself into sufficient courage

tU sit ap And lUk Qt intU He to sit up and look out into the

65 distans. distance.

”jM mast get Over HIs fAn- ”You must get over these

sIs,” sed He gFd, ”fYr F hAv fancies,” said the guide, ”for I 70 r

brot jM hIr HAt jM mFt hAv He have brought you here that you

best posibl vjM ov He sIn might have the best possible

70 ov HAt Ivent F menSnd - And view of the scene of that event

tU tel ja He hol storI wiT He I mentioned - and to tell you

spot Jast ander jer F.” the whole story with the spot 75 r

just under your eye.”

”wI yr nQ,” hI kontinjUd, ”We are now,” he continued,

in HAt partikjMlArFziN mAner in that particularizing manner

75 wic distiNwiSed him - ”wI yr which distinguished him - ”we

nQ klos apon He /norweJen are now close upon the Norwe- 80 r

kost - in He sikstI-ET dI- gian coast - in the sixty-eighth

gre ov lAtitMd - in He grEt degree of latitude - in the great

provins ov /nordlAnd - And province of Nordland - and in

80 in He drIrI distrikt ov /lo- the dreary district of Lofoden.

fOdn. He mQnten apon hUz The mountain upon whose 85 r

top wI sit iz .helsegen, He top we sit is Helseggen, the
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/klQdI. nQ rEs jorself ap Cloudy. Now raise yourself up

E litl hFer - hold on tU He a little higher - hold on to the

85 grAs if jM fIl gidI - sO - grass if you feel giddy - so -

And lUk Qt, bIjond He belt and look out, beyond the belt 90 r

ov vEpor bInIT as, intU He of vapor beneath us, into the

sI.” sea.”

F lUkd dizilI, And bI- I looked dizzily, and be-

90 held E wFd ekspAns ov held a wide expanse of ocean,

OSn, hUz wytarz wor sO whose waters wore so inky a 95 r

inkI E hjM Az tU briN At hue as to bring at once to my

wans tU mF mFnd He /nU- mind the Nubian geographer’s

bIAn JIogrAfers akQnt ov account of the Mare Tene-

95 He /marE /tenebraram. E brarum . A panorama more

pAnorAmA mYr dIplYrAblI deplorably desolate no human 100 r

desolat nO hMmAn imAJinESn imagination can conceive. To

kAn konsIv. tU He rFt And the right and left, as far as

left, Az fyr Az He F kUd the eye could reach, there lay

100 rIc, Her lE Qtstrecd, lFk outstretched, like ramparts

rAmpArts ov He world, lFnz of the world, lines of horridly 105 r

ov hYridlI blAk And bItliN black and beetling cliff, whose

klif, hUs kArakter ov glUm character of gloom was but the

waz bat He mYr fYrsiblI more forcibly illustrated by

105 ilastrEtd bj He serf wic the surf which reared high up

5



Descent into the Maelstrom

rIred hF ap Agenst its wFt against its white and ghastly 110 r

And gAstlI krest, hQliN crest, howling and shrieking

And SrIkiN fYrever. Jast forever. Just opposite the

oposit He promontorI apon promontory upon whose apex

110 hUs Epeks wI war plEsd, And we were placed, and at a dis-

At E distans ov sam fiv Yr tance of some five or six miles 115 r

siks mFls Qt At sI, Her waz out at sea, there was visible

visibl E smyl, blIk-lUkiN a small, bleak-looking island;

Flend; Yr, mYr properlI, or, more properly, its posi-

115 its posiSn waz disernibl tion was discernible through

TrU He wildernes ov sarJ the wilderness of surge in 120 r

in wic it waz enveloped. which it was enveloped. About

abQt tU mFlz nIrer He lAnd, two miles nearer the land,

Aros anaHer ov smylr sFz, arose another of smaller size,

120 hidIoslI krAgI And bAren, hideously craggy and barren,

And enkompAsed At vArIos and encompassed at various 125 r

intervylz bj E klaster ov intervals by a cluster of dark

dyrk roks. rocks.

He ApIrAns ov He OSn, in The appearance of the

125 He spEs bItwIn He mYr distAnt ocean, in the space between

ilAnd And He SYr, hAd samTiN the more distant island and 130 r

verI anjMSMal abQt it. ylHO, the shore, had something very

At He tFm, sO stroN E gEl unusual about it. Although,
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waz blOiN lAndwerd HAt E at the time, so strong a gale

130 brig in He rImOt ofiN lE tU was blowing landward that a

ander E dobl-rIfed trFsEl, brig in the remote offing lay to 135 r

And konstAntlI planJed her under a double-reefed trysail,

hol hal Qt ov sFt, stil Her and constantly plunged her

waz hIr noTiN lFk E regjMlr whole hull out of sight, still

135 swel, bat onlI E Sort, kwik, there was here nothing like a

ANrI kros dASiN ov wytar in regular swell, but only a short, 140 r

evrI direkSn - Az wel in quick, angry cross dashing of

He tIT ov He wind Az aHarwis. water in every direction - as

ov fOm Her waz litl eksept well in the teeth of the wind as

140 in He imIdIat visinitI ov He otherwise. Of foam there was

roks. little except in the immediate 145 r

vicinity of the rocks.

”He Flend in He distens,” ”The island in the distance,”

rIsUmed He old mAn, ”iz resumed the oldman, ”is called

kAld bj He /nYrwIJnz /varg. by the Norwegians Vurrgh.

145 He wan midwE iz /moskO. HAt The one midway is Moskoe. 150 r

E mFl tU He norTwArd iz That a mile to the northward

/AmbYren. jonder yr /isle- is Ambaaren. Yonder are

sen, /hotholm, /kFldhelm, Islesen, Hotholm, Keildhelm,

/sUArven, And .bakholm. Suarven, and Buckholm. Far-

150 fyrHer of - bItwIn /moskO ther off - between Moskoe and 155 r
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And /varg - yr /oderholm, Vurrgh - are Otterholm, Fli-

.flimen, /sAndflesen, And men, Sandflesen, and Stock-

/stokholm. HIs yr He trM holm. These are the true

nEms ov He plEses - bat wF names of the places - but why

155 it hAz bIn Tot nesesArI tU it has been thought necessary 160 r

nEm Hem At Al, iz mYr HAn to name them at all, is more

FHer jM Yr F kAn ander- than either you or I can under-

stAnd. dU jM hIr AnITiN? stand. Do you hear anything ?

dU jM sI AnI cAnJ in He Do you see any change in the

160 wytar?” water ?” 165 r

wI hAd nQ bIn abQt We had now been about

ten minUts apon He top ov ten minutes upon the top of

/helsegen, tU wic wI hAd Helseggen, to which we had

Asended fram He intIrIor ov ascended from the interior

165 /lofOdn, sO HAt we hAd kot of Lofoden, so that we had 170 r

nO glims ov He sI antil it caught no glimpse of the sea

hAd barst apon as fram He until it had burst upon us from

samit. Az He old mAn spOk, the summit. As the old man

F bIkEm awAr ov E lQd And spoke, I became aware of a

170 grAdjMalI inkrIsiN sQnd, loud and gradually increasing 175 r

lFk He mOniN ov E vAst sound, like the moaning of a

herd ov bafylOz apon An vast herd of buffaloes upon

/AmerikAn prErI; And At He an American prairie; and at
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sEm moment F parsIved HAt the same moment I perceived

175 wat sImen term He copiN that what seamen term the 180 r

kArakter ov He Osan bInIT chopping character of the

as, waz rApidlI cAnJiN intU ocean beneath us, was rapidly

E karent wic set tU He Ist- changing into a current which

ward. Iven wFl F gEzd, His set to the eastward. Evenwhile

180 karent akwFred E monstras I gazed, this current acquired 185 r

velYsitI. Ic mOment Aded a monstrous velocity. Each

tU its spId - tU its hedloN moment added to its speed - to

impetjMositI. in fFv minMts its headlong impetuosity. In

He hYl sI, Az fyr Az /varg, five minutes the whole sea, as

185 waz lASd intU aNovernabl far as Vurrgh, was lashed into 190 r

fjMrI; bat it waz bItwIn ungovernable fury; but it was

/moskO And He kQst HAt He between Moskoe and the coast

mEn aprYyr held its swE. hIr that the main uproar held its

He vAst bed ov He wytarz, sway. Here the vast bed of the

190 sImed And skyrd intU E waters, seamed and scarred 195 r

ToUsAnd konfliktiN cAnelz, into a thousand conflicting

barst sadenlI intU frenzId channels, burst suddenly into

konvalSn - hIviN, bqliN, phrensied convulsion - heav-

hisiN - JFrEtiN in JigAntik ing, boiling, hissing - gyrating

195 And inUmerabl vortisiz, And in gigantic and innumerable 200 r

yl warliN And planJiN on vortices, and all whirling and
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tU He Istward wiT E rApiditI plunging on to the eastward

wic wytar never elswer with a rapidity which water

asUmz eksept in prIsipitas never elsewhere assumes ex-

200 dIsents. cept in precipitous descents. 205 r

in E fjM minMts mor, In a fewminutesmore, there

Her kEm Over He sIn ana- came over the scene another

Her rAdikAl ylterEson. He radical alteration. The general

JenerAl sarfas grM samwat surface grew somewhat more

205 mYr smUH, And He wirlpUls, smooth, and the whirlpools, 210 r

wan bj wan, disapIred, wFl one by one, disappeared, while

prOdiJas strIks ov fOm prodigious streaks of foam

bIkEm apArent war nan hAd became apparent where none

bIn sIn bIfYr. HIs strIks, had been seen before. These

210 At leNT, sprediN Qt tU E streaks, at length, spreading 215 r

grEt distans, And enteriN out to a great distance, and

intU kombinESn, tUk antU entering into combination,

Hemselvz He gjratorI mOSn took unto themselves the gy-

ov He sabsFded vortisez, And ratory motion of the subsided

215 sImd tU fYrm He Jerm ov vortices, and seemed to form 220 r

anaHer mYr vAst. sadenlI - the germ of another more vast.

verI sadenlI - His AsUmed Suddenly - very suddenly -

E distinkt And definit eksis- this assumed a distinct and

tens, in E sirkl ov mYr HAn definite existence, in a circle

10



Descent into the Maelstrom

220 E mFl in dFAmater. He eJ ov of more than a mile in diam- 225 r

He wirl waz reprIsentd bj E eter. The edge of the whirl

brod belt ov glImiN sprE; was represented by a broad

bat nO partikl ov His slipd belt of gleaming spray; but no

intU He mQT ov He tarifik particle of this slipped into the

225 fanl, hUs interIor, Az far mouth of the terrific funnel, 230 r

Az He F kUd fAHom it, waz whose interior, as far as the

smUH, SFniN, And Jet-blAk eye could fathom it, was a

wyl ov wytar, inklFned tU smooth, shining, and jet-black

He horizon At an ANl ov sam wall of water, inclined to the

230 fYrtI-fiv dIgrIz, spIdiN horizon at an angle of some 235 r

dizilI rQnd And rQnd wiT forty-five degrees, speeding

E swEiN And swelteriN mOSn, dizzily round and round with

And sendiN fYrT tU He windz a swaying and sweltering mo-

an apyliN vqs, hyf SrIk, tion, and sending forth to the

235 hyf rYyr, sac Az not even winds an appalling voice, half 240 r

He mFtI kAtarAkt ov /nFAgra shriek, half roar, such as not

ever lifts ap in its AgonI even the mighty cataract of Ni-

tU /heven. agara ever lifts up in its agony
to Heaven.

He mQnten trembld tU its The mountain trembled to 245 r

240 verI bEs, And He rok rokd. its very base, and the rock

F TrM mFself apon mF fEs, rocked. I threw myself upon
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And klaN tU He skAnt herbJ my face, and clung to the

in an ekses ov nervas scant herbage in an excess of

AJitESn. nervous agitation. 250 r

245 ”His,” sed F At leNT tU He ”This,” said I at length, to

old mAn - ”His kAn bI noTiN the old man - ”this can be

els HAn He grEt wirlpUl ov nothing else than the great

He /mElstram.” whirlpool of the Maelström.”

”sO it iz samtFms termd,” ”So it is sometimes termed,” 255 r

250 sed hI. ”wI /NYrwIJns kyl said he. ”We Norwegians call

it He .moskO-stram, fram He it the Moskoe-ström, from

Flend ov /moskO in He the island of Moskoe in the

midwE.” midway.”

He OrdinArI akQnts ov The ordinary accounts of 260 r

255 His vYrteks hAd bj nO mIns this vortex had by no means

prIpArd mI fYr wat F syw. prepared me for what I saw.

HAt ov /Jonas /rEmas, wic iz That of Jonas Ramus, which

perhAps He mOst sirkamstAn- is perhaps the most circum-

Syl ov AnI, kAnot impart stantial of any, cannot impart 265 r

260 He fEntest konsepSn FHer the faintest conception either

ov He mAgnifisens, Yr ov of the magnificence, or of the

He horor ov He sIn - Yr ov horror of the scene - or of

He wFld bIwilderiN sens the wild bewildering sense of
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ov He novel wic konfQnds the novel which confounds 270 r

265 He bIholder. F Am not Sar the beholder. I am not sure

fram wat pqnt ov vjM He from what point of view the

rFtar in kwescon sarvEd it, writer in question surveyed

nYr At wat tFm; bat it kUd it, nor at what time; but it

nFHr hAv bIn fram He samit could neither have been from 275 r

270 ov /helsegen, nYr dariN E the summit of Helseggen, nor

storm. Her yr sam pAsaJz ov during a storm. There are

hiz dIskripSn, neverHeles, some passages of his descrip-

wic mE bI kwOtd fYr HEr tion, nevertheless, which may

dItEls, ylHO HEr Ifect iz be quoted for their details, 280 r

275 eksIdiNlI fIbl in konvEiN although their effect is exceed-

an impreSn ov He spektakl. ingly feeble in conveying an
impression of the spectacle.

”bItwIn /lofOdn And ”Between Lofoden and

/moskO,” he sez, ”He depT ov Moskoe,” he says, ”the depth 285 r

He wytar iz bItwIn TirtI- of the water is between thirty-

280 siks And fYrtI fAHoms; bat six and forty fathoms; but on

on He aHer sFd, towyrd /ver the other side, toward Ver

(.varg) His depT dIkrIsez (Vurrgh) this depth decreases

sO Az not tU afYrd E kon- so as not to afford a conve- 290 r

vInIent pAsaJ fYr E vesl, nient passage for a vessel,

285 wiTQt He risk ov splitiN on without the risk of splitting
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He roks, wic hAppens Iven on the rocks, which happens

in He kylmest wyHer. wen it even in the calmest weather.

iz flad, He strIm rans ap When it is flood, the stream 295 r

He kantrI bItwIn /lofOdn runs up the country between

290 And /moskO wiT E bqsteras Lofoden and Moskoe with a

rapiditI; bat He rYyr ov its boisterous rapidity; but the

impetjMas eb tU He sI iz roar of its impetuous ebb to

skArs Ikwald bF He lQdest the sea is scarce equalled by 300 r

And mOst dredfUl kAtarAkts; the loudest and most dread-

295 He nqs bIN herd sevrl lIgs ful cataracts; the noise being

ov, And He vYrtisez Yr pits heard several leagues off, and

yr ov sac An ekstent And the vortices or pits are of such

depT, HAt if E Sip kams wiTin an extent and depth, that if a 305 r

its atrAkSn, it iz inevitablI ship comes within its attrac-

300 absOrbd And kArId dQn tU He tion, it is inevitably absorbed

botam, And Her bIt tU pIsez and carried down to the bot-

agEnst He roks; And wen He tom, and there beat to pieces

wytar rIlAksez, He frAgments against the rocks; and when 310 r

Herov yr TrOn ap agAn. bat the water relaxes, the frag-

305 HIs intervals ov trAnkwilitI ments thereof are thrown up

yr onlI At He tarn ov He again. But these intervals of

eb And flad, And in kylm tranquility are only at the turn

wyHer, And lAst bat E kwyrter of the ebb and flood, and in 315 r
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ov An Qr, its vFlens grA- calm weather, and last but a

310 JUlI rItarniN. wen He strIm quarter of an hour, its violence

iz mOst bqsteras, And its gradually returning. When

fjarI hFtened bj E storm, the stream is most boister-

it iz dAnJeras tU kom wiTin ous, and its fury heightened 320 r

E /nYrwE mFl ov it. bOts, by a storm, it is dangerous to

315 jyts, And Sips hAv bIn kArId come within a Norway mile

awAj bj not gyrdiN agAnst it of it. Boats, yachts, and ships

bIfYr HE war wiTin its rIc. have been carried away by

it lFkwFz hAppenz frIk- not guarding against it before 325 r

wentlI, HAt wEls kom tU nIr they were within its reach. It

320 He strIm, And yr overpQerd likewise happens frequently,

bj its vFlens; And Hen it that whales come too near

iz imposibl tU dIskrFb HEr the stream, and are overpow-

hQliNs And belQiNs in HEr ered by its violence; and then 330 r

frUtles straglz tU diseNEJ it is impossible to describe

325 Hemselvz. E ber wans, their howlings and bellow-

atemtiN tU swim fram /lofOdn ings in their fruitless struggles

tU .moskO, waz kyt bj He to disengage themselves. A

strIm And bYrn dQn, wFl bear once, attempting to swim 335 r

hI rYyrd teriblI, sQ Az tU from Lofoden to Moskoe, was

330 bI herd on SYr. lyrJ stoks caught by the stream and

ov firz And pFn trIs, after borne down, while he roared
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bIiN absOrbd bj He karent, terribly, so as to be heard

rFz agen. His plEnlI Sows on shore. Large stocks of 340 r

He botom tU konsist ov krAgI firs and pine trees, after be-

335 roks, amoN wic HE yr wirld ing absorbed by the current,

tU And frQ. His strIm iz rise again broken and torn

regjMlEtd bj He flaks And to such a degree as if bristles

rIflaks ov He sI - it bIiN grew upon them. This plainly 345 r

konstantlI hF And lQ wytar shows the bottom to consist

340 evrI siks Qrs. in He jIr of craggy rocks, among which

1645, erlI in He morniN ov they are whirled to and fro.

.seksagesima /sandE, it rEJd This stream is regulated by the

wiT sac nqs And impetjUositI flux and reflux of the sea - it 350 r

HAt He verI stQns ov He being constantly high and low

345 hQsez on He kQst fel tU He water every six hours. In the

grQnd.” year 1645, early in the morn-
ing of Sexagesima Sunday, it
raged with such noise and im- 355 r

petuosity that the very stones
of the houses on the coast fell
to the ground.”

in rIgyrd tU He depT ov In regard to the depth of the

He wytar, F kUd not sI hQ His water, I could not see how this 360 r

kUd hAv bIn AsertEnd At yl could have been ascertained

350 in He imIdIAt visinitI ov He at all in the immediate vicin-
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vorteks. He ”fYrtI fAHoms” ity of the vortex. The ”forty

mast hAv refrens onlI tU fathoms” must have reference

porSns ov He cAnel klos only to portions of the channel 365 r

apon He SOr FHer ov /moskO close upon the shore either of

355 Yr /lofOdn. He depT in Moskoe or Lofoden. The depth

He sentr ov He .moskO-stram in the centre of the Moskoe-

mast bI imesarAblI grEter; ström must be immeasurably

And nO better prUf ov His greater; and no better proof 370 r

fAkt iz nesesArI HAn kAn bI of this fact is necessary than

360 obtEnd fram Iven He sFdloN can be obtained from even

glAns intU He abis ov He wirl the sidelong glance into the

wic mE bI hAd fram He hFest abyss of the whirl which may

krAg ov /helsegen. lUkiN be had from the highest crag 375 r

dQn fram His pinAkl apon of Helseggen. Looking down

365 He hQliN /flegeTon bIlO, F from this pinnacle upon the

kUd not help smFliN At He howling Phlegethon below,

simplisitI wiT wic He onest I could not help smiling at

/JQnas /rAmas rIkords, Az the simplicity with which the 380 r

E mAter difikalt ov bIlIf, honest Jonas Ramus records,

370 He AnekdOts ov He wElz And as a matter difficult of belief,

He bers; fYr it apIrd tU the anecdotes of the whales

mI, in fAkt, E self-evident and the bears; for it appeared

TiN, HAt He lyrJest Sip ov to me, in fact, a self-evident 385 r
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He lFn in eksistens, komiN thing, that the largest ship of

375 wiTin He inflUens ov HAt the line in existence, coming

dedlI atrAkSn, kad rIsist within the influence of that

it Az litl Az E feHer He deadly attraction, could resist

harikEn, And mast disapIr it as little as a feather the hur- 390 r

bodilI And At wans. ricane, and must disappear
bodily and at once.

380 He atemts tU akQnt fYr The attempts to account for

He fenomenon - sam ov the phenomenon - some of

wic, F rImember, sImd tU which, I remember, seemed 395 r

mI safiSntlI plysibl in to me sufficiently plausible

perUsal - nQ wOr E verI in perusal - now wore a very

385 difrent And ansAtisfAktYrI different and unsatisfactory

Aspekt. He FdIa JenrylI aspect. The idea generally

rIsIvd iz HAt His, Az wel received is that this, as well as 400 r

Az TrI smylr vYrtisez amoN three smaller vortices among

He /ferQ Flends, ”hAv nO the Ferroe islands, ”have no

390 aHer kys HAn He koliZn ov other cause than the collision

wEvs rFsiN And fyliN, At of waves rising and falling,

flaks And rIflaks, agEnst at flux and reflux, against a 405 r

E riJ ov roks And Selvs, ridge of rocks and shelves,

wic konfFns He wytar sO HAt which confines the water so

395 it prIsipitEts itself lFk E that it precipitates itself like a
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kAtarAkt; And Has He hFer He cataract; and thus the higher

flad rFsez, He dIper mast the flood rises, the deeper 410 r

He fyl bI, And He nAtaral must the fall be, and the natu-

rIsalt ov yl iz E wirlpUl ral result of all is a whirlpool or

400 Yr vorteks, He prodiJas vortex, the prodigious suction

sakSn ov wic iz safiSntlI of which is sufficiently known

nOn bF leser eksperiments.” by lesser experiments.” - These 415 r

- HIs yr He wardz ov He are the words of the Ency-

/ensFklopIdIa /britAnika. clopædia Britannica. Kircher

405 /kircer And aHers imAJin HAt and others imagine that in the

in He sentr ov He cAnel centre of the channel of the

ov He /mElstram iz An abis Maelström is an abyss pene- 420 r

penetrEtiN He glOb, And trating the globe, and issuing

iSjMiN in sam verI rImOt in some very remote part - the

410 part - He /galf ov /boTnIa Gulf of Bothnia being some-

bIiN samwat dIsFdedlI nEmd what decidedly named in one

in wan instans. His apinjan, instance. This opinion, idle in 425 r

Fdl in itself, waz He wan itself, was the one to which,

tU wic, Az F gEzd, mF imA- as I gazed, my imagination

415 JinESn mOst redilI asentd; most readily assented; and,

And, menSniN it tU He gFd, mentioning it to the guide, I

F waz rAHer sarprFzd tU hIr was rather surprised to hear 430 r

him sE HAt, ylHO it waz He him say that, although it was
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vjM ylmost jMniversalI en- the view almost universally

420 tertEnd ov He sabJekt bF He entertained of the subject by

.nYrwIJans, it neverHeles the Norwegians, it neverthe-

waz not hiz On. Az ta He less was not his own. As to the 435 r

fYrmer nOSn hI kanfesd hiz former notion he confessed

inabilitI tU komprIhend it; his inability to comprehend

425 And hIr F agrId wiT him - it; and here I agreed with him

fYr, hQever konklUsiv on - for, however conclusive on

pEper, it bIkams yltUgeHer paper, it becomes altogether 440 r

aninteliJibl, And Iven ab- unintelligible, and even ab-

sOrbd, amid He Tander ov HI surd, amid the thunder of the

430 abis. abyss.

”jM hAv hAd E gUd lUk At ”You have had a good look

He wirl nQ,” sed He old mAn, at the whirl now,” said the old 445 r

”And if jM wil krIp rQnd man, ”and if you will creep

His krAg, sO Az tU get in its round this crag, so as to get
435 lI, And deden He rYyr ov He in its lee, and deaden the roar

wytar, F wil tel ja E storI of the water, I will tell you a

HAt wil konvins ja F ot tU nO story that will convince you I 450 r

samTiN ov He /moskO-stram.” ought to know something of
the Moskoe-ström.”

F plEsd mFself Az dIs- I placed myself as desired,

440 Frd, And hI prOsIded. and he proceeded.
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”mFself And mF tU bra- ”Myself and my two broth- 455 r

Hers wans Qnd E skUner-rigd ers once owned a schooner-

smAk ov abQt seventI tons rigged smack of about seventy

barTan, wiT wic wI war tons burthen, with which we

445 in He hAbit ov fiSiN amoN were in the habit of fishing

He Flendz bIjond /moskO, among the islands beyond 460 r

nIrlI tU /varg. in yl Moskoe, nearly to Vurrgh. In

vFlent edIs At sI Her iz all violent eddies at sea there

gUd fiSiN, At proper opor- is good fishing, at proper op-

450 tUnitIs, if wan hAs onlI He portunities, if one has only

karAJ tU atemt it; bat amoN He the courage to attempt it; but 465 r

hol ov He /lofOdn kOstmen, among the whole of the Lofo-

wI TrI war He onlI wans den coastmen, we three were

hU mEd E regjMlr bisnes ov the only ones who made a reg-

455 gqN Qt tU He Flendz, Az F ular business of going out to

tel jM. He jMZwal grQndz the islands, as I tell you. The 470 r

yr E grEt wE lOer dQn tU He usual grounds are a great way

sQTward. Her fiS kAn bI got lower down to the southward.

At yl Qrs, wiTQt mac risk, There fish can be got at all

460 And HerfYr HIs plEsez yr hours, without much risk, and

prIferd. He cqs spots over therefore these places are pre- 475 r

hIr amoN He roks, hQever, ferred. The choice spots over

not onlI jIld He fFnest here among the rocks, how-
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varFetI, bat in fyr grEter ever, not only yield the finest

465 abandans; sO HAt wI ofin variety, but in far greater

got in E siNl dE, wat He abundance; so that we often 480 r

mYr timid ov He krAft kad got in a single day, what the

not skrEp tUgeHer in E wIk. more timid of the craft could

in fAkt, wI mEd it E mAter not scrape together in a week.

470 ov desperat spekjMlESn - In fact, we made it a matter

He risk ov lFf stAndiN of desperate speculation - the 485 r

insted ov lEbor, And karAJ risk of life standing instead of

AnseriN fYr kApital. labor, and courage answering
for capital.

”wI kept He smAk in E ”Wekept the smack in a cove

475 kOv abQt fiv mFlz hFer ap about five miles higher up the 490 r

He kQst HAn His; And it waz coast than this; and it was

Qr prAktis, in fFn weHer, tU our practice, in fine weather,

tEk AdvAntAJ ov He fiftIn to take advantage of the fif-

minUts’ slak tU paS akros teen minutes’ slack to push

480 He mEn cAnel ov He /moskO- across the main channel of 495 r

stram, far abav He pUl, And the Moskoe-ström, far above

Hen drop dQn apon AnkoriJ the pool, and then drop down

samwer nIr /oderholm, Yr upon anchorage somewhere

.sAndflesen, wer He edIz yr near Otterholm, or Sandfle-

485 not sO vFlent Az elswer. sen, where the eddies are not 500 r
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hIr wI jMzd tU rImEn antil so violent as elsewhere. Here

nIrlI tFm fYr slAk-wytar we used to remain until nearly
agen, wen wI wEd And mEd time for slack-water again,

fYr hom. wI never set Qt when we weighed and made

490 apon His ekspediSn wiTQt E for home. We never set out 505 r

stedI sFd wind fYr gqN And upon this expedition without

komiN - wan HAt wI felt Sar a steady side wind for going

wUd not fEl as bIfYr Qr and coming - one that we felt

rItarn - And wI seldom mEd sure would not fail us before

495 E miskAlkjMlESn apon His our return - and we seldom 510 r

pqnt. twFs, dariN siks jIrs, made a mis-calculation upon

wI war fYrst tU stE yl nFt At this point. Twice, during six

Ankr on AkQnt ov E ded kym, years, we were forced to stay

wic iz E rEr TiN indId Jast all night at anchor on account

500 abQt hIr; And wans wI hAd tU of a dead calm, which is a rare 515 r

rImEn on He grQnds nIrlI thing indeed just about here;

E wIk, styrviN tU deT, QiN and once we had to remain

tU E gEl wic blU ap SortlI on the grounds nearly a week,

After Qr arFval, And mEd starving to death, owing to

505 He cAnel tU bqstras tU bI a gale which blew up shortly 520 r

Tot ov. apon His okEZon wI after our arrival, and made

SUd hAv bIn driven Qt tU sI the channel too boisterous

in spFt ov evrITiN, (fYr He to be thought of. Upon this
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wirlpUls TrM as rQnd And occasion we should have been

510 rQnd sO vFlentlI, HAt, At driven out to sea in spite of 525 r

leNT, wI fQld Qr Ankr And everything, (for the whirlpools

drAgd it) if it hAd not bIn threw us round and round so

HAt wI driftd intU wan ov violently, that, at length, we

He inUmerabl kros karents - fouled our anchor and dragged

515 hIr tUdE And gon tUmorQ - it) if it had not been that we 530 r

wic drOv as ander He lI ov drifted into one of the innu-

/flimen, wer, bF gUd lak, merable cross currents - here

wI brot ap. to-day and gone to-morrow
- which drove us under the
lee of Flimen, where, by good 535 r

luck, we brought up.

”F kUd not tel jM He twen- ”I could not tell you the

520 tIeT part ov He difikaltIs wI twentieth part of the difficul-

enkQnterd ’on He grQnds’ - ties we encountered ’on the

it iz E bAd spot tU bI in, grounds’ - it is a bad spot to be 540 r

Iven in gUd weHer - bat wI in, even in good weather - but

mEd Sift ylwEs tU ran He gy- we made shift always to run

525 ntlet ov He /moskO-stram it- the gauntlet of the Moskoe-

self wiTQt Aksident; ylTQ At ström itself without accident;

tFmz mF hyrt hAz bIn in mF although at timesmy heart has 545 r

mQT wen wI hApend tU bI E been in my mouth when we
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minMt Yr sO bIhFnd Qr bI- happened to be a minute or

530 fYr He slAk. He wind samtFms so behind or before the slack.

waz not Az stroN Az wI TYt The wind sometimes was not

it At styrtiN, And Hen wI mEd as strong as we thought it at 550 r

rAHer les wE HAn wI kUd starting, and then we made

wiS, wFl He karent renderd rather less way than we could

535 He smAk anmAnAJabl. mj el- wish, while the current ren-

dest braHer hAd E san EtIn dered the smack unmanage-

jIrs Old, And F hAd tU stQt able. My eldest brother had a 555 r

bFs ov mj On. HIs wad hAv son eighteen years old, and I

bIn ov grEt Asistans At sac had two stout boys of my own.

540 tFms, in jMsiN He swIps, Az These would have been of

wel Az Afterward in fiSiN - great assistance at such times,

bat, samhQ, AlHO wI rAn He in using the sweeps, as well 560 r

risk Qrselvs, wI hAd not He as afterward in fishing - but,

hyrt tU let He jN wanz get somehow, although we ran the

545 intU He dAnJer - fYr, After risk ourselves, we had not the

yl iz sed And dan, it waz E heart to let the young ones get

horibl dAnJer, And HAt iz He into the danger - for, after all is 565 r

trUT. said and done, it was a horrible
danger, and that is the truth.

”it iz nQ wiTin E fjM dEz ”It is now within a few days

550 ov TrI jIrs sins wat F Am of three years since what I am
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gqN tU tel jM okard. it waz going to tell you occurred. It 570 r

on He tenT dE ov JUlF, 18-, was on the tenth day of July,

E dE wic He pIpl ov His pyrt 18-, a day which the people

ov He warld wil never fYr- of this part of the world will

555 get - fYr it waz wan in wic never forget - for it was one in

blU He mOst teribl harikEn which blew the most terrible 575 r

HAt ever kEm Qt ov He hevens. hurricane that ever came out

And jet yl He mYrniN, And of the heavens. And yet all

indId antil lEt in He After- the morning, and indeed until

560 nUn, HEr waz E Jentl And late in the afternoon, there

stedI brIz fram He sQT-west, was a gentle and steady breeze 580 r

wFl He san SOn brFtlI, sO from the south-west, while the

HAt He Oldest sImAn amoN as sun shone brightly, so that the

kad not hAv fYrsIn wat waz oldest seaman among us could

565 tU folO. not have foreseen what was to
follow. 585 r

”He TrI ov as - mj tU bra- ”The three of us - my two

Herz And mFself - hAd krosd brothers and myself - had

Over tU He Flends abQt tU crossed over to the islands

O’klok pI. em., And hAd sUn about two o’clock P. M., and

570 nIrlI lOded He smAk wiT fFn had soon nearly loaded the 590 r

fiS, wic, wI yl rImyrkd, war smack with fine fish, which,

mor plentI HAt dE HAn wI hAd we all remarked, were more
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ever nOn Hem. it waz Jast plenty that day than we had

seven, bj mj wac, wen wI ever known them. It was just

575 wEd And startd fYr hOm, sO seven, by my watch , when we 595 r

Az tU mEk He warst ov He weighed and started for home,

/stram At slAk wytar, wic wI so as to make the worst of the

nU wUd bI At Et. Ström at slack water, which we
knew would be at eight.

”wI set Qt wiT E freS wind ”We set out with a fresh 600 r

580 on Qr stArbOrd kwArter, And wind on our starboard quar-

fYr sam tFm spAnkd AloN At ter, and for some time spanked

E grEt rEt, never drImiN along at a great rate, never

ov dAnJer, fYr indId wI dreaming of danger, for in-

syw not He slFtest rIsan tU deed we saw not the slightest 605 r

585 AprIhend it. yl At wans wI reason to apprehend it. All at

war tEken AbAk bj E brIz once we were taken aback by

fram over /helsegen. His a breeze from over Helseggen.

waz mOst anjMsaAl - samTiN This wasmost unusual - some-

HAt hAd never hApend tM as thing that had never happened 610 r

590 bIfYr - And F bIgAn tM to us before - and I began to

fIl E litl anIsI, wiTQt feel a little uneasy, without

eksAktlI nOiN wF. wI pUt He exactly knowing why. We put

bOt on He wind, bat kUd mEk the boat on the wind, but could

nO hedwE At yl fYr He edIs, make no headway at all for the 615 r

27



Descent into the Maelstrom

595 And F waz apon He pqnt eddies, and I was upon the

ov proposiN tU rItarn tM He point of proposing to return

AnkriJ, wen, lUkiN Astern, to the anchorage, when, look-

wI syw He hOl hYrizan kavrd ing astern, we saw the whole

wiT E siNjMlr koper-kalrd horizon covered with a singu- 620 r

600 klQd HAt rOs wiT He mOst lar copper-colored cloud that

amEziN velositI. rose with the most amazing
velocity.

”in He mIntFm He brIz HAt ”In the meantime the breeze

hAd heded as ov fel awE, And that had headed us off fell 625 r

wI war ded bIkylmd, driftiN away, and we were dead be-

605 abQt in evrI direkSn. His calmed, drifting about in every

stEt ov TiNs, hQever, did not direction. This state of things,

lAst loN Inaf tU giv as tFm however, did not last long

tU Tink abQt it. in les HAn enough to give us time to think 630 r

E mint He stYrm waz apon as about it. In less than a minute

610 - in les HAn tU He skF waz the storm was upon us - in less

entFrlI overkAst - And wat than two the sky was entirely

wiT His And He drFviN sprE, overcast - and what with this

it bIkEm sadenlI sO dyrk HAt and the driving spray, it be- 635 r

wI kUd not sI Ic aHer in He came suddenly so dark that we

615 smAk. could not see each other in the
smack.
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”sac E harikEn Az Hen blU ”Such a hurricane as then

it iz folI tU Atemt dIskrF- blew it is folly to attempt de- 640 r

biN. He oldest sImAn in scribing. The oldest seaman

/nYrwE never ekspIrIensd in Norway never experienced

620 AnI TiN lFk it. wI hAd any thing like it. We had let

let Qr sEls gO bj He ran our sails go by the run before

bIfYr it kleverlI tUk as; it cleverly took us; but, at the 645 r

bat, At He first paf, boT Qr first puff, both our masts went

mAsts went bj He bOrd Az by the board as if they had

625 if HE hAd bIn sywd ov - been sawed off - the mainmast

He mEnmAst tEkiN wiT it mj taking with it my youngest

jaNest braHer, hU hAd lASd brother, who had lashed him- 650 r

himself tU it fYr sEftI. self to it for safety.

”Qr bOt waz He lFtest fe- ”Our boat was the lightest

630 Her ov E TiN HAt ever sAt feather of a thing that ever sat

apon wytar. it hAd E komplIt upon water. It had a complete

flaS dek, wiT OnlI E smAl flush deck, with only a small 655 r

hAtc nIr He bQ, And His hAc it hatch near the bow, and this

hAd ylwEz bIn Qr kastam tU hatch it had always been our

635 bAten dQn wen abQt tU kros custom to batten down when

He /stram, bj wE ov prIkySn about to cross the Ström, by

ygEnst He capiN sIs. bat way of precaution against the 660 r
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fYr His sirkamstAns wI SUd chopping seas. But for this

hAv fQnderd At wans - fYr circumstance we should have

640 wI lE entFrlI barId fYr foundered at once - for we lay

sam mOments. hQ mj elder entirely buried for some mo-

braHer eskEpd dIstrakSn F ments. How my elder brother 665 r

kAnot sE, fYr F never hAd escaped destruction I cannot

An oportanitI ov AsertEniN. say, for I never had an op-

645 fYr mj pyrt, Az sUn Az F portunity of ascertaining. For

hAd let He fYrsEl ran, F TrM my part, as soon as I had let

mjself flAt on dek, wiT mj the foresail run, I threw my- 670 r

fIt ygEnst He nArQ ganwEl self flat on deck, with my feet

ov He bQ, And wiT mj hAnds against the narrow gunwale of

650 grAspiN E riN-bolt nIr He the bow, and with my hands

fUt ov He fYr-mAst. it waz grasping a ring-bolt near the

mIr instinkt HAt promtd mI foot of the fore-mast. It was 675 r

tU dU His - wic waz andQt- mere instinct that prompted

dlI He verI best TiN F kad me to do this - which was un-

655 hAv don - fYr F waz tU mac doubtedly the very best thing I

flarId tU TiNk. could have done - for I was too
much flurried to think. 680 r

”fYr sam moments wI war ”For some moments we

komplItelI delUJd, Az F were completely deluged, as

sE, And yl His tFm F held mF I say, and all this time I held
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660 breT, And klaN tU He bOlt. my breath, and clung to the

wen F kUd stAnd it nO loNr bolt. When I could stand it no 685 r

F rEzed mFself apon mF longer I raisedmyself uponmy

nIs, stil kIpiN hold wiT mF knees, still keeping hold with

hAndz, And Has got mF hed my hands, and thus got my

665 klIr. presentlI Qr litl head clear. Presently our little
bOt gEv herself E SEk, Jast boat gave herself a shake, just 690 r

AZ E dog daz in komiN Qt as a dog does in coming out of

ov He wytar, And Has rid the water, and thus rid herself,

herself, in sam meZar, ov in somemeasure, of the seas. I

670 He sIs. F waz nQ trFN tU was now trying to get the bet-

get He beter ov He stUpor ter of the stupor that had come 695 r

HAt hAd kom over mI, And over me, and to collect my

tU kolekt mF sensez sO Az senses so as to see what was to

tU sI wat waz tU bI dan, be done, when I felt somebody

675 wen F felt sambodI grAsp grasp my arm. It was my elder

mF yrm. it waz mF elder brother, and my heart leaped 700 r

braHer, And mF hyrt lIpd for joy, for I had made sure

fYr Jq, fYr F hAd mEd Sar that he was overboard - but

HAt hI waz overbOrd - bat the next moment all this joy

680 He nekst mOment yl His Jq was turned into horror - for he

waz tarnd intU horor - fYr put his mouth close to my ear, 705 r

hI pat hiz mQT klOs tU mF and screamed out the word ’
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Ir, And skrImed Qt He ward Moskoe-ström ! ’

’moskO-stram!’

685 ”nO wan ever wil nO wat ”No one ever will knowwhat

mF fIliNs war At HAt mOment. my feelings were at that mo-

F SUk fram hed tU fUt Az ment. I shook from head to 710 r

if F hAd hAd He mOst vFlent foot as if I had had the most

fit ov He EgjM. F njM wat violent fit of the ague. I knew

690 hI ment bF HAt wan ward wel what he meant by that one

Inaf - F njM wat hI wiSd word well enough - I knew

tU mEk mI anderstAnd. wiT what he wished to make me 715 r

He wind HAt nQ drov as on, understand. With the wind

wI war bQnd fYr He wirl ov that now drove us on, we were

695 He /stram, And noTiN kUd sEv bound for the whirl of the

as! Ström, and nothing could save
us ! 720 r

”jM persIv HAt in krosiN ”You perceive that in cross-

He /stram cAnel, wI AlwEs ing the Ström channel, we

went E loN wE ap Abov He always went a long way up

700 wirl, Iven in He kymest we- above the whirl, even in the

Her, And Hen hAd tU wEt And calmest weather, and then 725 r

wac kerfalI fYr He slAk - had to wait and watch care-

bat nQ wI war drFviN rFt fully for the slack - but now

apon He pUl itself, And in we were driving right upon
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705 sac E harikEn Az His! ’tU the pool itself, and in such a

bI Sar,’ F Tot, ’wI SAl get hurricane as this ! ’To be sure,’ 730 r

Her Jast AbQt He slAk - Her I thought, ’we shall get there

iz sam litl hOp in HAt’ - bat just about the slack - there is

in He nekst mOment F karst some little hope in that’ - but

710 mFself fYr bIiN sO grEt E in the next moment I cursed

fUl Az tU drIm ov hOp At yl. myself for being so great a 735 r

F njM verI wel HAt wI war fool as to dream of hope at

dUmd, hAd wI bIn ten tFmz E all. I knew very well that we

nFntI-gan Sip. were doomed, had we been ten
times a ninety-gun ship.

715 ”bF His tFm He first fjrI ”By this time the first fury 740 r

ov He tempest hAd spent it- of the tempest had spent itself,

self, Yr perhAps wI did not or perhaps we did not feel it so

fIl it sO mac, Az wI skaded much, as we scudded before

bIfYr it, bat At yl Ivents He it, but at all events the seas,

720 sIs, wic At first hAd bIn kept which at first had been kept 745 r

dQn bF He wind, And lE flAt down by the wind, and lay flat

And froTiN, nQ got ap intU and frothing, now got up into

AbsolMt mQntenz. E siNjM- absolute mountains. A singu-

lar cAnJ, tU, hAd kam over lar change, too, had come over

725 He hevenz. arQnd in evrI the heavens. Around in every 750 r

direkSn it waz stil Az blAk direction it was still as black
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Az pic, bat nIrlI overhed as pitch, but nearly overhead

Her barst Qt, yl At wans, E there burst out, all at once, a

sirkjMlAr rift ov klIr skF circular rift of clear sky - as

730 - Az klIr Az F ever sy - clear as I ever saw - and of a 755 r

And ov E dIp brFt blU - deep bright blue - and through

And TrU it Her blEzd fYrT it there blazed forth the full

He fal mUn wiT E lastr HAt F moon with a lustre that I never

never bIfYr nja her tU wer. before knew her to wear. She

735 SI lit ap evrI TiN abQt as lit up every thing about us with 760 r

wiT He grEtest distinktnes - the greatest distinctness - but,

bat, O /god, wat E sIn it waz oh God, what a scene it was to

tU lFt ap! light up !

”F nQ mEd wan Yr tU ”I now made one or two at-

740 atemts tU spIk tU mF braHer tempts to speak to my brother 765 r

- bat, in sam mAner wic F - but, in some manner which I

kad not anderstAnd, He din could not understand, the din

hAd sO inkrIsd HAt F kad not had so increased that I could

mEk him hIr E siNl ward, not make him hear a single

745 ylHO F skrImed At He top ov word, although I screamed at 770 r

mF vqs in hiz Ir. presentlI the top of my voice in his ear.

hI SUk hiz hed, lUkiN Az Presently he shook his head,

pEl Az deT, And held ap looking as pale as death, and

wan ov hiz fiNer, Az if tU held up one of his finger, as if
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750 sE ’lisn!’ to say ’listen ! ’ 775 r

”At first F kad not mEk Qt ”At first I could not make

wat hI ment - bat sUn E hidIas out what he meant - but soon

Tot flASd apon mI. F drAgd a hideous thought flashed

mF wac frYm its fYb. it upon me. I dragged my watch

755 waz not gOiN. F glAnsd At its from its fob. It was not going. 780 r

fEs bF He mUnlFt, And Hen I glanced at its face by the

barst intU tIrs Az F flaN it moonlight, and then burst into

fyr awE intU He OSn. it hAd tears as I flung it far away into

ran dQn At seven O’klok! the ocean. It had run down

760 wI war bIhFnd He tFm ov at seven o’clock ! We were 785 r

He slAk, And He wirl ov He behind the time of the slack,

/stram waz in fal fjrI! and the whirl of the Ström was
in full fury !

”wen E bOt iz wel bilt, ”When a boat is well built,

properlI trimd, And not dIp properly trimmed, and not 790 r

765 lEden, He wEvz in E stroN deep laden, the waves in a

gEl, wen SI iz gqN lyrJ, strong gale, when she is going

sIm ylwEs tU slip fram large, seem always to slip from

bInIT her - wic apIrs verI beneath her - which appears

strEnJ tU E lAndsmAn - And very strange to a landsman - 795 r

770 His iz wat iz kyld rFdiN, and this is what is called rid-
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in sI frEz. wel, sO fyr ing, in sea phrase. Well, so

wI hAd ridn He swelz verI far we had ridden the swells

kleverlI; bat prezentlI E very cleverly; but presently a

JFgAntik sI hApend tU tEk gigantic sea happened to take 800 r

775 as rFt ander He kQnter, And us right under the counter,

bOr as wiT it Az it rOs - ap and bore us with it as it rose

- ap - Az if intU He skF. F - up - up - as if into the sky. I

wad not hAv bIlIved HAt AnI would not have believed that

wEv kMd rFs sO hF. And Hen any wave could rise so high. 805 r

780 dQn wI kEm wiT E swIp, E And then down we came with

slFd, And E planJ, HAt mEd a sweep, a slide, and a plunge,

mI fIl sik And dizI, Az if that made me feel sick and

F waz fyliN fram sam loftI dizzy, as if I was falling from

mQnten-top in E drIm. bat some lofty mountain-top in a 810 r

785 wFl wI war ap F hAd TrQn E dream. But while we were up

kwik glAns arQnd - And HAt I had thrown a quick glance

wan glAns waz yl safiSnt. around - and that one glance

F sy Or eksAkt posiSn in was all sufficient. I saw our
An instant. He /moskO-stram exact position in an instant. 815 r

790 wirlpUl waz abQt E kwArter The Moskoe-Ström whirlpool

ov E mFl ded ahed - bat nO was about a quarter of a mile

mYr lFk He evrI-dE /moskO- dead ahead - but no more like

stram HAn He wirl Az jM nQ the every-day Moskoe-Ström,

sI it iz lFk E mil-rEs. if than the whirl as you now see 820 r
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795 F hAd not nOn wer wI war, it is like a mill-race. If I had

And wat wI hAd tU ekspekt, not known where we were,

F Sad not hAv rekagnizd He and what we had to expect,

plEs At yl. Az it waz, F I should not have recognised

involantArilI klozd mF Fz the place at all. As it was, I 825 r

800 in horor. He lidz klencd involuntarily closed my eyes

HemselvZ tUgeHer Az if in in horror. The lids clenched

E spAzm. themselves together as if in a
spasm.

”it kad not hAv bIn mYr ”It could not have been 830 r

HAn tU minMtz Afterward an- more than two minutes af-

805 til wI sadenlI felt He wEvz terward until we suddenly

sabsFd, And war envelOpd in felt the waves subside, and

fOm. He bOt mEd E Syrp hyf were enveloped in foam. The

tarn tU lyrbOrd, And Hen Sot boat made a sharp half turn 835 r

ov in its nM direkSn lFk E to larboard, and then shot

810 Tanderbolt. At He sEm mOment off in its new direction like

He roriN nqz ov He wytar a thunderbolt. At the same

waz komplItlI drQnd in E moment the roaring noise

kFnd ov Sril SrIk - sac of the water was completely 840 r

E sQnd Az jM mFt imAJin drowned in a kind of shrill

815 given Qt bF He wEst-pFps shriek - such a sound as you

ov menI TQsAnd stIm-vesels, might imagine given out by the
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letiN ov HEr stIm yl tUge- waste-pipes of many thousand

Her. wI war nQ in He belt steam-vessels, letting off their 845 r

ov sarf HAt ylwEs sarQndz steam all together. We were

820 He wirl; And F Tot, ov kors, now in the belt of surf that

HAt anaHer mOment wad planJ always surrounds the whirl;

as intU He abis - dQn wic wI and I thought, of course, that

kad onlI sI indistinktlI on anothermomentwould plunge 850 r

akQnt ov He amEziN velositI us into the abyss - down which

825 wiT wic wI war born aloN. we could only see indistinctly

He bOt did not sIm tU sink on account of the amazing

intU He wytar At yl, bat tU velocity with which we wore

skim lFk An Er-babl apon He borne along. The boat did not 855 r

sarfAS ov He sarJ. her styr- seem to sink into the water

830 bOrd sFd waz nekst He wirl, at all, but to skim like an air-
And on He lyrbOrd arOz He bubble upon the surface of

warld ov OSn wI hAd left. the surge. Her starboard side

it stUd lFk E hjMJ rFHiN wAl was next the whirl, and on the 860 r

bItwIn as And He horFzan. larboard arose the world of
ocean we had left. It stood like
a huge writhing wall between
us and the horizon.

835 ”it mE apIr strEnJ, bat ”It may appear strange, but 865 r

nQ, wen wI war in He verI now, when we were in the very

Jywz ov He galf, F felt jaws of the gulf, I felt more
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mYr kampOzd HAn wen wI war composed than when we were

OnlI aprOciN it. hAviN mEd only approaching it. Having

840 ap mF mFnd tU hOp nO mYr, made up my mind to hope no 870 r

F got rid ov E grEt dIl ov more, I got rid of a great deal

HAt teror wic anmAnd mI At of that terror which unmanned

first. F sapOz it waz dIspEr me at first. I suppose it was

HAt straN mF nervz. despair that strung my nerves.

845 ”it mE lUk lFk bOstiN - ”It may look like boasting 875 r

bat wat F tel jM iz trUT - - but what I tell you is truth

F bIgAn tU reflekt hQ mAg- - I began to reflect how mag-

nifisent E TiN it waz tU dF in nificent a thing it was to die

sac E mAner, And hQ fUliS it in such a manner, and how

850 waz in mI tU TiNk ov sO pyl- foolish it was in me to think 880 r

trI E konsiderESn Az mF On of so paltry a consideration

indiviJwAl lFf, in vjM ov as my own individual life, in

sO wanderfal E mAnifestESn view of so wonderful a man-

ov /godz pQr. F dU bIlIv ifestation of God’s power. I

855 HAt F blaSd wiT SEm wen His do believe that I blushed with 885 r

FdIa krosd mF mFnd. After shame when this idea crossed

E litl wFl F bIkEm pOzest my mind. After a little while

wiT He kInest kjMrIositI abQt I became possessed with the

He wirl itself. F positivlI keenest curiosity about the

860 felt E wiS tU eksplOr its whirl itself. I positively felt 890 r
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depTs, Iven At He sAkrifFs a wish to explore its depths,

F waz gQiN tU mEk; And mj even at the sacrifice I was go-

prinsipl grIf waz HAt F Sad ing to make; and my principal

never bI Ebl tU tel mF Old grief was that I should never

865 kompAnjnz on SYr abQt He be able to tell my old com- 895 r

mistarIs F Sad sI. HIs, nO panions on shore about the

dQt, war siNjMlr fAnsIs tU mysteries I should see. These,

okjMpF E mAn’s mFnd in sac no doubt, were singular fan-

ekstremidI - And F hAv ofin cies to occupy a man’s mind

870 Tot sins, HAt He revolaSnz in such extremity - and I have 900 r

ov He bOt arQnd He pUl mFt often thought since, that the

hAv renderd mI E litl lFt- revolutions of the boat around

heded. the pool might have rendered
me a little light-headed.

”Her waz anaHer sirkam- ”There was another circum- 905 r

875 stAns wic tended tU ristor mF stance which tended to restore

self-poseSn; And His waz He my self-possession; and this

sesESn ov He wind, wic kad was the cessation of the wind,

not rIc as in Qr present which could not reach us in our
sitjMESn - fYr, Az jM sy, present situation - for, as you 910 r

880 jMrself, He belt ov sarf saw yourself, the belt of surf

iz konsiderAblI lQr HAn He is considerably lower than the

Jenrl bed ov He OSn, And general bed of the ocean, and
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His lAder nQ tQrd abav as, this latter now towered above

E hF, blAk, mQntenas riJ. us, a high, black, mountainous 915 r

885 if jM hAv never bIn At sI ridge. If you have never been

in E hevI gEl, jM kAn fYrm at sea in a heavy gale, you can

nO FdIa ov He konfjMZon form no idea of the confusion

ov mFnd okEZnd bF He of mind occasioned by the

wind And sprE tUgeHer. HE wind and spray together. They 920 r

890 blFnd, defen, And strANl blind, deafen, and strangle

jM, And tEk awE yl pQr ov you, and take away all power

AkSn Yr rIflekSn. bat wI of action or reflection. But we

war nQ, in E grEt meSar, were now, in a great measure,

rid ov HIs anqansz - Jast rid of these annoyances - just 925 r

895 as deT-kondemd felanz in us death-condemned felons in

prizn yr ylQd petI indal- prison are allowed petty indul-

Jensz, fYrbidn Hem wFl HEr gences, forbidden them while

dUm iz jet anserten. their doom is yet uncertain.

”hQ ofin wI mEd He sirkit ”How often wemade the cir- 930 r

900 ov He belt it iz imposibl cuit of the belt it is impossible

tU sE. wI karIred rQnd to say. We careered round and

And rQnd fYr perhAps An round for perhaps an hour,

Qr, flFN rAHer HAn flOtiN, flying rather than floating, get-

getiN grAJjMlI mYr And mYr ting gradually more and more 935 r

905 intU He midl ov He sarJ, into the middle of the surge,
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And Hen nIrer And nIrer tU and then nearer and nearer to

its horibl iner eJ. yl His its horrible inner edge. All this

tFm F hAd never let gO ov time I had never let go of the

He riN-bOlt. mF braHer waz ring-bolt. My brother was at 940 r

910 At He stern, holdiN on tU E the stern, holding on to a small

smAl emtI wytar-kAsk wic hAd empty water-cask which had

bIn sekjMrlI lASd ander been securely lashed under the

He kUp ov He kQnter, And coop of the counter, and was

waz He OnlI TiN on dek HAt the only thing on deck that 945 r

915 hAd not bIn swept overbOrd had not been swept overboard

wen He gEl first tUk as. Az when the gale first took us.

wI aprocd He brink ov He As we approached the brink

pit hI let gO hiz hold apon of the pit he let go his hold

His, And mEd fYr He riN, upon this, and made for the 950 r

920 fram wic, in He AgonI ov ring, from which, in the agony

hiz teror, hI endevard tU of his terror, he endeavored

fYrs mF hAndz, Az it waz not to force my hands, as it was

lyrJ Inaf tU afYrd as bOT not large enough to afford us

E sekjUr grAsp. F never both a secure grasp. I never 955 r

925 felt dIper grIf HAn wen F felt deeper grief than when

sy him atemt His Akt - ylHO I saw him attempt this act

F nU hI waz E mAdmAn wen - although I knew he was a

hI did it - E rEviN mEnIAk madman when he did it - a
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TrU SIr frFt. F did not raving maniac through sheer 960 r

930 kEr, hQevr, tU kontest He fright. I did not care, however,

pqnt wiT him. F nU it kad to contest the point with him.

mEk nO difrens weHer FHer I knew it could make no dif-

ov as held on At yl; sO F ference whether either of us

let him hAv He bOlt, And held on at all; so I let him have 965 r

935 went Astern tU He kAsk. His the bolt, and went astern to

Her waz nO grEt difikaltI the cask. This there was no

in dUiN; fYr He smAk flM great difficulty in doing; for

rQnd stedilI Inaf, And the smack flew round steadily

apon an Iven kIl - onlI enough, and upon an even keel 970 r

940 swEiN tU And frO, wiT He - only swaying to and fro, with

imens swIps And swelterz the immense sweeps and swel-

ov He wirl. skArslI hAd F ters of the whirl. Scarcely had

sekjMrd mFself in mF nU I secured myself in my new

posiSn, wen wI gEv E wFld position, when we gave a wild 975 r

945 larc tU styrbOrd, And raSd lurch to starboard, and rushed

hedloN intU He abis. F matrd headlong into the abyss. I

E harId prEr tU /god, And muttered a hurried prayer to

Tot yl waz Over. God, and thought all was over.

”As F felt He sikeniN ”As I felt the sickening 980 r

950 swIp ov He dIsent, F hAd sweep of the descent, I had in-

instinktivlI tFtend mF hold stinctively tightened my hold
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apon He bArel, And klOzd upon the barrel, and closed

mF Fs. fYr sam sekandz F my eyes. For some seconds I

dErd not Open Hem - wFl F dared not open them - while I 985 r

955 ekspektd instand dIstrakSn, expected instant destruction,

And wanderd HAt F waz not and wondered that I was not

ylredI in mF deT-straglz already in my death-struggles

wiT He wytar. bat mOment with the water. But moment

After mOment IlApzd. F stil after moment elapsed. I still 990 r

960 livd. He sens ov fyliN lived. The sense of falling had

hAd sIsd; And He mOSn ov ceased; and the motion of the

He vesl sImd mac Az it hAd vessel seemed much as it had

bIn bIfYr, wFl in He belt been before, while in the belt

ov fOm, wiT He eksepSn HAt of foam, with the exception 995 r

965 SI nQ lE mYr aloN. F tUk that she now lay more along. I

karJ, And lakd wans agen took courage, and looked once

apon He sIn. again upon the scene.

”never SAl F fYrget He ”Never shall I forget the

sensESns ov y, horor, And sensations of awe, horror, 1000 r

970 AdmirESn wiT wic F gEzd and admiration with which

abQt mI. He bOt apIrd tU I gazed about me. The boat

bI hANiN, Az if bF mAJik, appeared to be hanging, as

midwE dQn, apon He intIrIar if by magic, midway down,

sarfas ov E fanl vAst in upon the interior surface of 1005 r
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975 sirkamfrens, prodiJas in a funnel vast in circumfer-

depT, And haz perfektlI ence, prodigious in depth, and

smUT sFdz mFt hAv bIn mis- whose perfectly smooth sides

tEken fYr ebonI, bat fYr He might have been mistaken for

bIwilderiN rApiditI wiT wic ebony, but for the bewildering 1010 r

980 HE span arQnd, And fYr He rapidity with which they spun

glImiN And gAstlI rEdIans around, and for the gleaming

HE Sot fYrT, Az He rEz ov He and ghastly radiance they shot

fal mUn, fram HAt sirkjMlAr forth, as the rays of the full

rift amid He klQdz wic F moon, from that circular rift 1015 r

985 hAv ylredI dIskrFbd, strImd amid the clouds which I have

in E flad ov goldn glorI already described, streamed in

aloN He blAk wylz, And a flood of golden glory along

fyr awE dQn intU He inmOst the black walls, and far away

rIsesez ov He abis. down into the inmost recesses 1020 r

of the abyss.

990 ”At first F waz tU mac ”At first I was too much

konfjMzd tU observ AnITiN confused to observe anything

AkjMrAtlI. He Jenrl barst accurately. The general burst

ov tarifik grAnJar waz of terrific grandeur was all that 1025 r

yl HAt F bIheld. wen F I beheld. When I recovered

995 rIkoverd mFself E litl, myself a little, however, my

hQever, mF gEz fel in- gaze fell instinctively down-
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stinktivlI dQnward. in His ward. In this direction I was

direkSn F waz Ebl tU abtEn able to obtain an unobstructed 1030 r

An anabstraktd vjM, fram He view, from the manner in

1000 mAner in wic He smAk haN which the smack hung on the

on He inklFnd sarfAs ov He inclined surface of the pool.

pUl. SI waz kwFt apon an She was quite upon an even

Iven kIl - HAt iz tU sE, har keel - that is to say, her deck 1035 r

dek lE in E plEn pAralel lay in a plane parallel with that

1005 wiT HAt ov He wytar - bat His of the water - but this latter

lAder slOpd At an ANl ov sloped at an angle ofmore than

mYr HAn fYrtI-fiv dIgrIz, forty-five degrees, so that we

sO HAt wI sImd tU bI lFiN seemed to be lying upon our 1040 r

apon Qr bIm-endz. F kad beam-ends. I could not help

1010 not help obzerviN, never- observing, nevertheless, that

Heles, HAt F hAd skArslI I had scarcely more difficulty

mor difikaltI in mEntEniN in maintaining my hold and

mF hold And fUtiN in His footing in this situation, than 1045 r

sitjMESn, HAn if wI hAd bIn if we had been upon a dead

1015 apon E ded level; And His, level; and this, I suppose, was

F sapoz, waz OiN tU He spId owing to the speed at which

At wic wI rIvolvd. we revolved.

”He rEz ov He mUn sImd ”The rays of the moon 1050 r

tU serc He verI botam ov seemed to search the very
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1020 He profQnd galf; bat stil bottom of the profound gulf;

F kUd mEk Qt noTiN dis- but still I couldmake out noth-

tinktlI, on akQnt ov E Tik ing distinctly, on account of a

mist in wic evrITiN Her waz thick mist in which everything 1055 r

envelopd, And over wic Her there was enveloped, and over

1025 haN E mAgnifisent rEnbO, which there hung a magnifi-

lFk HAt nArO And toteriN cent rainbow, like that narrow

briJ wic /maslmen sE iz He and tottering bridge which

onlI pATwE bItwIn /tFm And Mussulmen say is the only 1060 r

/IternitI. His mist, Yr sprE, pathway between Time and

1030 waz nO dQt okAZand bF Eternity. This mist, or spray,

He klASiN ov He grEt wAlz was no doubt occasioned by

ov He fanl, Az HE yl met the clashing of the great walls

tUgeHer At He botam - bat He of the funnel, as they all met 1065 r

jel HAt went ap tU He /hevens together at the bottom - but

1035 fram Qt ov HAt mist, F dAr the yell that went up to the

not atemt tU dIskrFb. Heavens from out of that mist,
I dare not attempt to describe.

”Qr first slFd intU He ”Our first slide into the 1070 r

abis itself, fram He belt ov abyss itself, from the belt of

fOm abav, hAd kArId as E foam above, had carried us

1040 grEt distAns dQn He slOp; a great distance down the

bat Qr farHer dIsent waz bF slope; but our farther descent
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nO mIns proporSnAt. rQnd was by no means proportion- 1075 r

And rQnd wI swept - not wiT ate. Round and round we

AnI jMnifYrm mUvment - bat swept - not with any uniform

1045 in dizIiN swiNs And Jerks, movement - but in dizzying

HAt sent as samtFmz nIrlI He swings and jerks, that sent us

komplIt sirket ov He wirl. sometimes only a few hundred 1080 r

Qr progres dQnwArd, At Ic yards - sometimes nearly the

revolUSn, waz slow, bat complete circuit of the whirl.

1050 verI perseptibl. Our progress downward, at
each revolution, was slow, but
very perceptible. 1085 r

”lUkiN abQt mI apon He ”Looking about me upon

wFd wEst ov likwid ebonI the wide waste of liquid ebony

on wic we war Has bOrn, F on which we were thus borne,

persIvd HAt Qr bOt waz not I perceived that our boat was

1055 He OnlI obJekt in He embrEs not the only object in the em- 1090 r

ov He wirl. bOT abav And brace of the whirl. Both above

bIlQ as war visibl frAg- and below us were visible frag-

ments ov veselz, lArJ mAsez ments of vessels, large masses

ov bildiN timber And tranks of building timber and trunks

1060 ov trIz, wiT mAnI smylr Ar- of trees, with many smaller ar- 1095 r

tiklz, sac Az pIsez ov hQs ticles, such as pieces of house

farnicar, brOken boksez, furniture, broken boxes, bar-
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bArelz And stAvz. F hAv rels and staves. I have already

ylredI dIskrFbd He anAcarl described the unnatural cu-

1065 kjMrIositI wic hAd tEken He riosity which had taken the 1100 r

plEs ov mF oriJinAl terorz. place of my original terrors.

it ypIrd tU grQ apon mI It appeared to grow upon me
Az F drM nIrer And nIrer as I drew nearer and nearer

tU mF dredfal dUm. F nQ to my dreadful doom. I now

1070 bIgAn tU wAc, wiT E strEnJ began to watch, with a strange 1105 r

intrest, He nameras TinNs interest, the numerous things

HAt flOtd in Qr kampanI. that floated in our company. I

F mast hAv bIn dIlirIas - must have been delirious - for

fYr F Iven sot AmjMsment in I even sought amusement in

1075 spekjMlEtiN apon He relAtiv speculating upon the relative 1110 r

velositIs ov HEr severAl velocities of their several de-

dIsents tOwArd He fOm bIlO. scents toward the foam below.

’His fir trI,’ F fQnd mF- ’This fir tree,’ I foundmyself at

self At wan tFm sEiN, wil one time saying, ’will certainly

1080 sertenlI bI He nekst TiN be the next thing that takes the 1115 r

HAt tEks He yfal planJ And awful plunge and disappears,’

disapIrs,’ - And Hen F waz - and then I was disappointed

disApqntd tU fFnd HAt He to find that the wreck of a

rek ov E /dac mercant Sip Dutch merchant ship overtook

1085 OvertUk it And went dQn it and went down before. At 1120 r

49



Descent into the Maelstrom

bIfYr. At leNT, After mEkiN length, after making several

several gesez ov His nEtar, guesses of this nature, and

And bIiN dIsIved in yl - being deceived in all - this

His fAkt - He fAkt ov mF fact - the fact of my invariable

1090 invArIabl miskAlkjMlESn miscalculation - set me upon 1125 r

- set mI apon E trEn ov a train of reflection that made

rIflekSn HAt mEd mF lims my limbs again tremble, and

agen trembl, And mF hyrt my heart beat heavily once

bIt hevilI wans mYr. more.

1095 ”it waz not E njM teror ”It was not a new terror that 1130 r

HAt Has afektd mI, bat He thus affected me, but the dawn

dyn ov E mYr eksFtiN hOp. of a more exciting hope. This

His hOp arOz pyrtlI fram hope arose partly from mem-

memorI, And pyrtlI fram ory, and partly from present

1100 present observESn. F kAld observation. I called to mind 1135 r

tM mFnd He grEt varFetI the great variety of buoyant

ov bqant mAtr HAt strMd He matter that strewed the coast

kOst ov /lofOdn, hAviN bIn of Lofoden, having been ab-

absOrbd And Hen TrOn fYrT sorbed and then thrown forth

1105 bF He /moskO-stram. bF fyr by the Moskoe-ström. By far 1140 r

He grEder namber ov He the greater number of the ar-

yrtiklz war SAterd in He ticles were shattered in the

mOst ekstrOrdinArI wE - sQ most extraordinary way - so
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cEfd And rafnd Az tU hAv chafed and roughened as to

1110 He apIrans ov bIiN stak have the appearance of being 1145 r

fal ov splinters - bat Hen stuck full of splinters - but

F distinktlI rekalektd HAt then I distinctly recollected

Her war sam ov Hem wic war that there were some of them

not disfigjMrd At yl. nQ which were not disfigured at

1115 F kad not akQnt fYr His all. Now I could not account 1150 r

difrens eksept bF sapOsiN for this difference except by

HAt He rafend frAgments war supposing that the roughened

He OnlI wans wic hAd bIn fragments were the only ones

komplItlI absOrbd - HAt He which had been completely

1120 aHerz hAd enterd He wirl At absorbed - that the others had 1155 r

sO lEt E pIrjd ov He tFd, Yr entered the whirl at so late

fYr sam rIsan, hAd dIsended a period of the tide, or, for

sO slOlI After enteriN, HAt some reason, had descended

HE did not rIc He botam so slowly after entering, that

1125 bIfYr He tarn ov He flad they did not reach the bottom 1160 r

kEm, Yr ov He eb, Az He kEs before the turn of the flood

mFt bI. F konsIvd it posibl, came, or of the ebb, as the case

in FHer instans, HAt HE mFt might be. I conceived it pos-

Has bI wirld ap agEn tU sible, in either instance, that

1130 He level ov He OSn, wiTQt they might thus be whirled up 1165 r

andergqN He fEt ov Hoz wic again to the level of the ocean,
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hAd bIn dryn in mYr arlI without undergoing the fate of

Yr absOrbd mYr rApidlI. F those which had been drawn

mEd, ylsO, TrI important ob- in more early, or absorbed

1135 servESns. He first waz, HAt, more rapidly. I made, also, 1170 r

Az E Jenral rUl, He lyrJer three important observations.

He bodIs war, He mYr rApid The first was, that, as a gen-

HEr dIsent - He sekond, HAt, eral rule, the larger the bodies

bItwIn tU mAsez ov Ikwal were, the more rapid their

1140 ekstent He wan sfIrikal, descent - the second, that, 1175 r

And He aHer ov AnI aHer between two masses of equal

SEp, He sapIrIoritI in spId extent, the one spherical, and

ov dIsent waz wiT He sfIr the other of any other shape

- He Tird, HAt, bItwIn tU , the superiority in speed of

1145 mAsez ov IkwAl sFz, He wan descent was with the sphere 1180 r

silindrikal, And He aHer ov - the third, that, between two

AnI aHer SEp, He silindr waz masses of equal size, the one

absOrbd He mYr slOlI. sins cylindrical, and the other of

mF eskEp, F hAv hAd severl any other shape, the cylinder

1150 konversESns on His sabJekt was absorbed the more slowly. 1185 r

wiT An old scUl-mAster ov Since my escape, I have had

He distrikt; And it waz fram several conversations on this

him HAt F lernd He jas ov He subject with an old school-

wards ’silindr’ And ’sfIr.’ master of the district; and it

1155 hI eksplEnd tU mI - alHO F was from him that I learned 1190 r

52



Descent into the Maelstrom

hAv fYrgoten He eksplanESn the use of the words ’cylinder’

- hQ wat F abservd waz, in and ’sphere.’ He explained to

fAkt, He nAtaral konsIkwens me - although I have forgotten

ov He fYrmz ov He flOtiN the explanation - how what I

1160 frAgments - And SOd mI observed was, in fact, the nat- 1195 r

hQ it hApend HEt E silindr, ural consequence of the forms

swimiN in E vOrteks, Yferd of the floating fragments - and

mYr rIsistans tU its sakSn, showed me how it happened

And waz dryn in wiT grEter that a cylinder, swimming in

1165 difikaltI HAn An IkwalI a vortex, offered more resis- 1200 r

balkI badI, ov AnI fYrm tance to its suction, and was

watever. drawn in with greater diffi-
culty than an equally bulky
body, of any form whatever.

”Her waz wan stArtliN ”There was one startling 1205 r

sirkamstAns wic went E grEt circumstance which went a

1170 wE in enfYrsiN HIs ob- great way in enforcing these

servESnz, And renderiN mI observations, and rendering

Anksas tU tarn Hem tU akQnt, me anxious to turn them to

And His waz HAt, At evrI account, and this was that, at 1210 r

revolMSn, wI pAsd samTiN every revolution, we passed

1175 lFk E bArel, Yr els He something like a barrel, or

jArd Yr He mAst ov E vesl, else the yard or the mast of
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wFl mAnI ov HIs TiNs, wic a vessel, while many of these

hAd bIn on Qr level wen F things, which had been on our 1215 r

first Opend mF Fz apon He level when I first opened my

1180 wanderz ov He wilrpUl, war eyes upon the wonders of the

nQ hF ap abav as, And sImd whirlpool, were now high up

tU hAv mUvd bat litl fram above us, and seemed to have

HEr OriJinl stESn. moved but little from their 1220 r

original station.

”F nO loNer hesitEtd wat ”I no longer hesitated what

1185 tU dU. F rIsolvd tU lAS to do. I resolved to lash my-

mFself sekarlI tU He wytar self securely to the water cask

kAsk apon wic F nQ held, upon which I now held, to cut 1225 r

tU kat it lUs fram He kQnter, it loose from the counter, and

And tU TrO mFself wiT it to throwmyself with it into the

1190 intU He wytar. F atrAktd mF water. I attracted my brother’s

braHer’s atenSn bF sFns, attention by signs, pointed to

pqntd tU He flOtiN bArelz the floating barrels that came 1230 r

HAt kEm nIr as, And did near us, and did everything

evrITiN in mF pQer tU mEk in my power to make him un-

1195 him anderstAnd wat F waz derstand what I was about to

abQt tU dU. F Tot At leNT HAt do. I thought at length that

hI komprIhended mF dIsin he comprehended my design 1235 r

- bat, weHer His waz He - but, whether this was the
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kEs Yr not, hI SUk hiz hed case or not, he shook his head

1200 dIspEriNlI, And rIfjMzd tU despairingly, and refused to

mUv fram hiz stESn bF He move from his station by the

riN-bolt. it waz imposibl ring-bolt. It was impossible 1240 r

tU rIc him; He ImerJensI to reach him; the emergency

Admitd ov nO dIlE; And sO, admitted of no delay; and

1205 wiT E biter stragl, F rIsFnd so, with a bitter struggle, I

him tU hiz fEt, fAsnd mFself resigned him to his fate, fas-

tU He kAsk bF mIns ov He tened myself to the cask by 1245 r

lASiNs wic sekjMrd it tU He means of the lashings which

kQnter, And prIsipitEtd mF- secured it to the counter, and

1210 self wiT it intU He sI, wiTQt precipitated myself with it

AnaHer mOment’s hesitESn. into the sea, without another
moment’s hesitation. 1250 r

”He rIsalt waz prIsFslI ”The result was precisely

wat F hAd hOpd it mFt bI. what I had hoped it might be.

Az it iz mFself hU nQ tel As it is myself who now tell

1215 jM His tEl - Az jM sI HAt you this tale - as you see that

F did eskEp - And Az jM yr I did escape - and as you are 1255 r

ylredI in pazeSn ov He mOd already in possession of the

in wic His eskEp waz efektd, mode in which this escape was

And mast HerfYr AntisipEt yl effected, and must therefore

1220 HAt F hAv fyrHer tU sE - F anticipate all that I have far-
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wil briN mF storI kwiklI tU ther to say - I will bring my 1260 r

konklUZn. it mFt hAv bIn story quickly to conclusion.

An Qr, Yr HerabQt, After mF It might have been an hour,

kwitiN He smAk, wen, hAviN or thereabout, after my quit-

1225 dIsended tU E vAst distAns ting the smack, when, having

bInIT mI, it mEd TrI Yr fYr descended to a vast distance 1265 r

wFld gFrESns in rApid sak- beneath me, it made three or

seSn, And, beriN mF lovd four wild gyrations in rapid

braHer wiT it, planJd hed- succession, and, bearing my

1230 loN, At wans And fYrever, loved brother with it, plunged

intU He kEos ov fOm bIlO. headlong, at once and forever, 1270 r

He bArel tU wic F waz atAcd into the chaos of foam below.

sank verI litl fyrHer HAn The barrel to which I was at-

hyf He distAns bItwIn He bo- tached sunk very little farther

1235 tam ov He galf And He spot At than half the distance between

wic F lIpd OverbOrd, bIfYr the bottom of the gulf and the 1275 r

E grEt cAnJ tUk plEs in He spot at which I leaped over-

kArakter ov He wirlpUl. He board, before a great change

slOp ov He sFdz ov He vAst took place in the character of

1240 fanl bIkEm mOmentlI les the whirlpool. The slope of the

And les stIp. He gFrESnz sides of the vast funnel became 1280 r

ov He wirl grM, grAJjMlI, momently less and less steep.

les And les vFlent. bF dI- The gyrations of the whirl
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grIs, He froT And He rEnbQ grew, gradually, less and less

1245 disapIrd, And He botam ov He violent. By degrees, the froth

galf sImd slOlI tU aprFz. and the rainbow disappeared, 1285 r

He skF waz klIr, He windz and the bottom of the gulf

hAd gon dQn, And He fal mUn seemed slowly to uprise. The

waz setiN rEdIantlI in He sky was clear, the winds had

1250 west, wen F fQnd mFself on gone down, and the full moon

He sarfas ov He OSn, in fUl was setting radiantly in the 1290 r

vjM ov He SYrz ov /lofOdn, west, when I found myself on

And abav He spot wer He pUl the surface of the ocean, in full

ov He /moskO-stram hAd bIn. view of the shores of Lofoden,

1255 it waz He Qr ov He slAk - and above the spot where the

bat He sI stil hIvd in mQn- pool of the Moskoe-ström had 1295 r

tenas wEvz fram He efekts been . It was the hour of the

ov He harikEn. F waz born slack - but the sea still heaved

vFlentlI intU He cAnel ov in mountainous waves from

1260 He /stram, And in E fjM min- the effects of the hurricane. I

Uts waz harId dQn He kOst was borne violently into the 1300 r

intU He ’grQnds’ ov He fiS- channel of the Ström, and in a

ermen. E bOt pikd mI ap - fewminutes was hurried down

eksystd fram fatIg - And (nQ the coast into the ’grounds’ of

1265 HAt He dAnJer waz rImUvd) the fishermen. A boat picked

spIcles fram He memorI ov meup - exhausted from fatigue 1305 r
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its horor. Hoz hU drU mI on - and (now that the danger was

bOrd wer mF old mEts And removed) speechless from the

dElI kompAnqons - bat HE memory of its horror. Those
1270 nU mI nO mYr HAn HE wad who drew me on board were

hAv nOn E trAvlr fram He my old mates and daily com- 1310 r

spirit-lAnd. mF hEr wic hAd panions - but they knew me

bIn rEven-blak He dE bI- no more than they would have

fYr, waz Az wFt Az jM sI known a traveller from the

1275 it nQ. HE sE tU HAt He hOl spirit-land. My hair which

ekspreSn ov mF kQntenans had been raven-black the day 1315 r

hAd cAnJd. F told Hem mF before, was as white as you

stYrI - HE did not bIlIv it. see it now. They say too that

F nQ tel it tU jM - And F the whole expression of my

1280 kAn skArSlI ekspekt jM tU countenance had changed. I
pat mYr fET in it HAn did He told them my story - they did 1320 r

merI fiSermen ov /lofOdn.” not believe it. I now tell it to
you - and I can scarcely expect
you to put more faith in it than
did the merry fishermen of
Lofoden.” 1325 r
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