RUSH PREMIERE & PRIVATE SCREENING TICKETS

ANSWERS YOUR QUESTIONS BOTTAS LAKE SWIMMING WITH FINNS E Cl TELLS ALL AT LUNCH




A NEW FORM OF SPACE.

There is more to the new BMW 3 Series Gran Turismo than meets the eye. The flowing lines and sleek
surfaces of the sporty exterior disguise the luxurious levels of comfort and space that lies inside. Delivering
the dynamic handling and powerful performance you'd expect from The Ultimate Driving Machine it also offers
a level of practicality and versatility that defies expectation. All of which makes this car demand a closer look.
To find out more, visit your local BMW Dealer or go to bmw.co.uk/3seriesgranturismo

THE NEW BMW 3 SERIES GRAN TURISMO.

Official fuel economy figures for the BMW 3 Series Gran Turismo: Urban 25.0-51.4 mpg (11.3-5.51/100km). Extra Urban 44.8-70.6 mpg




The new
BMW 3 Series
Gran Turismo

The Ultimate
Driving Machine

(6.3-4.01/100km. Combined 34.9-62.8 mpg (8.1 -4.51/100km). CO: emissions 189- 119 g/km.



BORN TO RACE.

BRED TO WIN.

JUST LIKE YOU.,
)

Behind the famous scorpion badge on every Abarth
motor car lies over sixty years of ltalian racing heritage.
The pedigree is built on motorsport legend Carlo Abarth,
a man born to compete and win, and whose passion
for design quality and engineering excellence earned
great glory. Better still, the constant desire for ever-
better efficiency sees today’s Abarth range provide
exhilarating performance, low emissions, low road tax
and optimum running costs. Abarth never accepted
second best - neither should you.

DRIVE THE LEGEND, ENJOY THE EMPOWERMENT.

0% APR REPRESENTATIVE OVER TWO YEARS

(Deposit required®)

wasarrmworo.con I - L] B8 @
DRIVE ABARTH RESPONSIBLY ABARTHCARS.CO.UK

Abarth 500 fuel cons mpg (I/100km): urban 33.2 (8.5)
/ extra-urban 52.3 (5.4) / combined 43.5 (6.5), COz2
emissions: 155g/km. Abarth Punto EVO Range fuel
cons mpg (I/100km): urban 35.3 (8.0) / extra-urban 56.5
(5.0) / combined 46.3 (6.1), CO2 emissions: 142g/km.

Promotion available on new Abarth models registered before 30th September 2013. With
Advance Payment Plan you have the option to return the vehicle and not pay the final payment,
subject to the vehicle not having exceeded an agreed annual mileage (a charge of 6p per mile
for exceeding 10,000 miles per annum in this example) and being in good condition. *Deposit
amount is typically between 43% to 59% depending on term, model, and mileage.
Finance subject to status. Guarantees may be required. Abarth Financial Services, PO BOX
4465, Slough SL1 ORW. Fuel consumption and GOz figures based on standard EU tests for
comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results.



ABARTH 500

¢ POWER OUTPUT 135 BHP

‘¢ ACCELERATION 0-62 MPH 7.9 SEC
‘¢ TOP SPEED 127 MPH

¥ FROM £14,205 OTR

ABARTH PUNTO EVO

DSUperoport

‘¢ POWER OUTPUT 180 BHP

‘¢ ACCELERATION 0-62 MPH 7.5 SEC
‘¢ TOP SPEED 134 MPH

¢ FROM £17,805 OTR
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JENSON BUTTON

GRAND PRIX
MONACO
GQ™

SUSHI

MOBIL 1



TONY STEWART

NASCAR®
AMERICA
GAME & FISH™
STEAK

MOBIL 1

Jenson Button and Tony Stewart don’'t agree on much. But as champions,
they both choose Mobil 1"—the synthetic motor oil trusted by most
motorsport drivers worldwide. See more at facebook.com/mobilt

.

Mobil il

MANY CHAMPIONS. ONE OIL.
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He's no petrolhead, but Rush
director Ron Howard recognised a
gripping story when he saw one...
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Trying his hand at the sport he
abandoned in favour of a career
in Formula 1; Valtteri Bottas
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James Hunt: an anarchic
personality and talented athlete,

As talk of a Red Bull drive reaches
fever pitch, Kimi Raikkonen sits
down to answer your questions...
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James Hunt would have been 63 last month.

It's hard to imagine such a glittering icon reaching his
seventh decade, but let’s indulge the notion anyway.
How might he look? A little greyer? A few more laughter
lines around the eyes? But still trim in the way natural
athletes tend to remain. And still unafraid to cause

a commaotion, as he lived life to his own seript.

Imagine what mischief he might be up to these days,
were he still with us. What rumours (scurrilous and
otherwise) he'd revel in spreading across a gossip-
hungry Formula 1 paddock. And what a field day he'd
have bursting ego-bubbles with rapier-thrust one-
liners. He'd be a dream for the insatiable internet-age
F1 media, ever in search of credible comment. TV,
meanwhile, would still want to savour those Wellington-
schooled tones. F1R, you can be sure, would also long
ago have offered James a place as a star columnist.

Alas, such opportunities were denied him, after his
untimely death from a heart attack on that sorry day in
1993, It's one of the sport’s great ironies that he should
have survived its deadliest era without a scratch, only to
die quietly at his Wimbledon home.

There could be no greater contrast than with the
fortunes of his fabled 76 sparring partner, Niki Lauda,
whose scarred survival of that scrap gives us a living
link with a story that’s still hugely resonant today.

It's about to get all the more so with the imminent
release of Rush, the hotly anticipated Hollywood take

Ignition / Anthony Rowlinson / 08.13

Time to remember the
boys of summer (76)

on a classic grand prix head-to-head. We make no
excuses for being all over Rush like a rash in this issue,
as it’s the first time Tinseltown has seen fit to cast its
gaze on Formula 1 since John Frankenheimer's
enduring 1966 classic Grand Prix.

That film set benchmarks for shooting F1 action
sequences and, without giving too much away, we can
happily confirm that Rush will allow you to view F1 as
never before. Some car-to-car shots are simply
breathtaking, and for that we can thank the enthusiastic
guiding hand of director Ron Howard, who has brought
all his A-list craft to a sport that doesn’t exactly lack
visual excitement. And while Howard admits he’s no
petrolhead, as you can read in our interview on page 40,
he found himself consumed by the Hunt/Lauda rivalry
and the human drama it generated.

Lauda collaborated in the making of Rush and we've
spoken to him about his memories of the season (p64).
When he recounts being trapped in a burning Ferrari
“at 800°C for 55 seconds” it's a reminder of how close
he came to death in pursuit of a second title.

It seems a time so distant from the far less perilous
world of contemporary F1, but if there’s one man who
carries a more carefree '70s spirit to the 21st-century
racing scene, it's Kimi Raikkonen. He delighted in
answering your questions (p76), but how we wish we
could have brought you an exclusive ‘when Kimi met
James’ story for this very special issue...

Contributors

Niki Lauda
Went to hell and back in

pursuit of the world title

Richard Williams

The doyen of broadsheet
sports writers

In an F1 Racing exclusive, How do you recreate the
Niki shares memories of the 19705 racing environment
76 season — including his when many of the cars and
engineer’s suggestion that locations are gone? Richard

he fake engine failure in that  quizzed the movie magicians

climactic Japanese GP (p64) behind Rush on p46
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Thomas Butler

Peter Windsor

Wrangling great art from
the humblest light palette

Our star columnist and
host of The Racer’s Edge
The V8 engine era has been Thomas doesn’t just do
characterised by incredible posed portraits — he loves
reliability. Peter went behind

the seenes at the Mercedes

to capture his subjects on
the hoof. Check out the

factory at Brixworth (poo) results of his trip to Finland

to see how they do it with Valtteri Bottas on p84

Thanks to Nicola Armstrong, Sarah Brown, Sophie Eden, Kevin Field,
Lucy Genon, Boss Gregory, Lisa Haworth, Clarisse Hoffmann, Stuart
Hurmm, Minna-Majia Jokisalo, Bradley Lord, Suzanne Noble, Isobel
Postins, Anssi Rantasalo, Stephane Samson, Hicky Sowten, Andy
Stobart, leremy Townsend, Jo Turley, Kevin Wood and the Charlotte
Street Hotel in London

@Rowlinson F1R

Follow Anthony on Twitter.
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It's no secret Roger’s choice is Gillette Fusion'PfoGlide Power. Qur best razor with our Iaﬁst
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PROGLIDE.
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Pleasure and ‘pagne Nico Rosberg takes time to savour a little Mumm, €, .
after confidently negotiating an incident-strewn British Grand Frix. A late :
Safety Car set up a thrilling finale as Rosberg held off Magk\\WebDer to segure & | ) - \
N . his third career wcmry But the post-race talk would centreﬁm tyres '1:_ p-
Where Silverstone UK When 2.47pm, bum:layf 30 June 21_]13L b 'lh.
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Parade

The end of the road Jenson Button eases himself into the cockpit of his
MP4-28 before the start of first practice for the German Grand Prix. McLaren
have now confirmed that they are ending development of the troubled
machine, rendering the remaining races an exercise in damage limitation
Where MNurburgring, Germany When 957am, Friday 5 July 2013
Photographer Steven Tee/LAT

Details Canon EOS-1DX, 50mm lens, 1/250th at FB







Parade

The eyes have it Focus. With the guy in the garage next door doing
such a good job - faster in the last session, indeed - Lewis Hamilton
needs to summon every ounce of his talent to beat him in qualifying,
Result? F1 by 0.dsecs, with a lap one rival describes as
“phenomenal”

Where Silverstone, UK When lpm, Saturday 29 June 2013
Photographer Viadimir Rys/Getty Images

Details Canon EOS-1DX, 400mm lens, 1/800th at F2.8
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Pirelli make a U-turn
to avert F1 crisis

Drivers threaten to boycott races, ‘Tyregate’ flares up, and the British GP is filled with
exploding rubber. It's been a tough year for Pirelli and now changes must be made...

Formula 1’s relationship with
tyre supplier Pirelli has always
had its ups and downs, but it has
now plummeted to a new low.

Pirelli, along with Mercedes,
were hauled before the FIA
International Tribunal in June,
for conducting a tyre test with
a 2013 car. Then, at the British
GP, Pirelli’s competence was
brought into question by a series
of dramatic tyre failures.

The recriminations started
towards the end of May, when
details of the controversial tyre
test emerged on the eve of the
Monaco Grand Prix. The way in
which it emerged underlines the
depth of concerns about Pirelli
this year, and also how few of
the parties involved — except the
drivers — emerge blameless.

The drivers have been
pushing for changes to be made

F1 Racing August 2013

to the Pirelli tyres on safety
grounds ever since a series of
delaminations in the early-season
races. Pirelli refused to admit
there was a safety issue, and the
problem was conflated with a
parallel push by Red Bull and
Mercedes for more durable tyres.
Seeking to protect what they
perceived to be an advantage in
their cars’ ability to look after the
tyres, Ferrari, Lotus and Force
India refused to accept that the
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Merc bas&ﬂuss
Brawn arrives at the
"Tyregate dribunal

tyres needed changing. The FIA
was unable to intervene, since it
is constrained by its own rules,
which state that tyre specification
cannot be changed during the
season without the unanimous
approval of the teams.

Locked in this catch-22
situation, Pirelli organised two
secret tests — one with Ferrari in
Barcelona, between the Bahrain
and Spanish Grands Prix, and

one with Mercedes at the same

location, between the Spanish and
Monaco Grands Prix.
Ferrari’s test took place using
a 2011 car, something that is
clearly permitted by the rules.
Mercedes did not have a 2011
car available, so they used their
current 2013 car — something that
is specifically not allowed.
Mercedes had initially
approached the FIA for
permission to use their current
car, and the response was that
the governing body thought this
would be okay, provided the other
teams were: a) informed; and
b) given the same opportunity.
Neither condition was met.
Mercedes were found guilty of
breaking the rules, specifically
article 22.4 of the sporting regs
and 151¢ of the sporting code,
for illegally running a current

car in a test, but because they



/ Pirelll face the music post-'Tyregate’ / Formula 1 snakes and ladders

had ‘qualified approval® from the
FIA, they were issued only with
a reprimand and banned from
July’s young driver test.

The Mercedes test first came
to light in a meeting between FIA
President Jean Todt, race director
Charlie Whiting and three
leading members of the Grand
Prix Drivers’ Association, Ferrari
development driver Pedro de la
Rosa, Red Bull's Sebastian Vettel
and McLaren'’s Jenson Button.

The fall-out from “Tyregate’
resulted in the blocking of Pirelli’s
wish to change the 2013-spec
tyres from using a steel belt to a
Kevlar one for the Canadian GP.
Instead, new tyres were given to
the teams to evaluate in Montréal,
but wet weather on Friday
prevented meaningful conclusion.

Faced with continued
intransigence, Pirelli conducted
their own tests and decided they
had solved the delamination issue
with a better bond between tread
and carcass. But as one problem
was solved, another arose:
Silverstone threw up the issue of a
weak spot at the junction between
the sidewall and the tread.

The horrendous sight of five
tyres failing on live TV — and
another on Fernando Alonso’s
Ferrari out of view of the cameras
— underlined the fact that

Pirelli's motorsport
director, Paul Hembery,
outside the Tribunal

something had to be done, The
FIA duly took action.

The result was that enough
Kevlar-belted tyres were made in
the four days between the British
and German GPs for the new tyres
to be raced at the Niirburgring,
which they did without a problem.
A further change, taking the tyres
back to their 2012 construction,
will be in effect from Hungary

onwards, since the more robust

junction of these tyres is needed

to handle the extreme demands of
circuits such as Spa and Suzuka.

The way the situation has been
handled by Pirelli has raised
questions about their suitability as
F1'’s sole tyre supplier. But while
some — including Todt — would
prefer the return of Michelin, that
is not going to happen.

Pirelli have struck a commercial
deal for circuit signage with
Bernie Ecclestone, and no other
tyre supplier will want to run their
cars on a track surrounded by
Pirelli billboards.

Todt doesn't want to antagonise
Ecclestone because he needs the
cash from a new FIA-FOM-teams
Concorde Agreement — which has
not yet been signed — to secure his
plans for the FIA’s future.

So it seems that Pirelli will
be an F1 fixture for the next five
vears, whether F1 likes it or not.

MONTH

Meeting Her Majesty

WINNERS + SPINNERS

UPS AND DOWNS ON THE F1 ROLLER COASTER

Red Bull team principal Christian Horner has been
awarded an OBE (the medal of the Order of the British
Empire) for his services to motorsport in the Queen's

Birthday Honours list.,

Classic car owners

A Mercedes W196 raced by Juan Manuel Fangio has been
sold at auction - to an unknown bidder - for a cool £15.4
million, making it one of the most expensive cars ever

sold. The car won the 1954 German and Swiss GPs,

Moviegoers

A special screening of the new Rush movie was shown
at the German GP, with the film's director Ron Howard

inviting the likes of Miki Lauda, Bernie Ecclestone and

Lewis Hamilton along. The film, which is on general

release from September, received a standing ovation,

Sauber’s workforce

replace the out-going Morris.,

British test drivers (part 1)
lames Rossiter had been given the rare opportunity

British test drivers (part 2)
In the aftermath of Tyregate, the FIA Tribunal banned

\ R A
_' ‘: 4- T 'L_"

to drive for Force India in front of his home crowd in
practice at Silverstone, when heavy rain forced him
to sit out the session. Maybe next time, James.

Mercedes from competing at the Young Driver Test
during British GP practice on 17-19 July. The unfortunate
consequence of this was that their test driver, 26-year-old

Brit Sam Bird, was deprived of any on-track running.
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Sauber's chief designer Matt Morris is to leave the team
to take up a new role as engineering director at MclLaren.
Sauber have announced that Frenchrman Eric Gandelin will

—

BAD
MONTH
FOR
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1 Who finished third in his Ligier at
the 18994 German GP?

2 With which team did Pedro Diniz
make his F1 debut?

3 Which son of a world champion
tested a Footwork in 19937

4 For how many F1 teams has
Mark Webber (below) started GPs
- and can you name them?

5 Who scored his last Formula 1
victory at the 1982 Dutch GP?

THIS BOY
CAN DRIVE
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for the stars
of tomorrow

Kevin Korjus

Who is he?

Korjus is a 20-year-old Estonian
who races in the F1-supporting
GP3 Series, having just switched
disciplines. For the previous two
seasons, he was competing

in World Series by Renault.

How good is he?

Korjus set his first pole at
Silverstone and after the
MNurburgring race was third in the
standings. In 2011 he became the
youngest driver to win a World
Series race - aged 18 years, three
months and eight days, eclipsing
Charles Pic's 2008 record.
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6 Which driver raced for Ensign in
1982 and Theodore in 1983 (below)?
7 How many wins did Tyrrell score
in F1 during 19747

8 Which F1 team’s HQ was based
in Surbiton, Surrey?

9 Which former Top Gear presenter
retired from the 1980 Belgian GP?
10 italian F1 driver Dorino Serafini
shared his only F1 drive with which
famous world champion?

Anything else we need
to know about him?

He races for team Koiranen GF,
a new Scandinavian GP3 team
founded by brothers Marko and
Jari Koiranen. In the past couple
of years, Koiranen have made
quite an impression in European
Formula Renault, with Valtteri
Bottas a former race winner.

F1 chances

One multiple-title-winning
Formula 3 team principal has
privately identified Korjus as

a star of the future, so he is
certainly a driver whose career

is worth following,

NEws @

Drivers to
receive licence
penalty points

From 2014, on-track offenders will rack up
points on their licences. Score 12 and you get a
one-race ban. Romain, you have been warned...

—
_ Grosjean's, epic
- 2012'Spa crash

e
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The new turbo V6 engines
won’t be the only novelties in F1
next year. The sport’s governing
body, the FIA, is also introducing
a series of sporting rule changes.

Most high profile of these is
the introduction of a penalty-
points system for drivers
— similar to the road-car
system. The idea is that each
transgression has a set amount
of points allocated to it. Rack up
12 in a 12-month period and it
triggers a race ban.

[t sounds like a pretty radical
step, but in fact no driver would
have accrued sufficient points
over the past 18 months to
trigger such a ban — not even
Lotus’s Romain Grosjean.

The stewards retain the
freedom to impose a ban without
recourse to the points system, as
they did when Grosjean caused a
multiple pile-up at Spa last year.

Two offences warrant the
maximum five-point penalty:
ignoring either a black or a black

and orange flag, both of which
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require a driver to stop in the
pits immediately. Dangerous-
driving offences are worth three
points; reckless driving two
points, and so on.

Other rule changes include
the return of limited in-season
testing, with four two-day tests
after selected European races.
This is part of a wider package
to reduce costs, which includes
a ‘significant’ reduction in the
amount of aerodynamic testing
in both windtunnels and through
computational fluid dynamics.

The four days of aerodynamic
tests on straights or constant-
radius tracks and three days of
young driver testing allowed
this year have been removed.
And the eight ‘promotional’ days
on control tyres, which teams
CU'ITEHH}’ use to test new parts,
have been reduced to two.

Technical rule tweaks now
restrict drivers to five engines
per season instead of eight, and
gearboxes must last six races
rather than five,
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Merc take the

fight to Red Bull

The Silver Arrows have surged ahead, having got to grips
with their rubber woes. But as tyres revert back to 2012
construction, can they keep the pressure on Vettel & co?

Mercedes’ run of good form from Monaco
to Silverstone has raised the possibility of
Lewis Hamilton and Nico Rosberg shouldering
their way into the championship battle to join
Sebastian Vettel, Fernando Alonso and Kimi
Raikkonen as 2013’s main contenders.
Rosberg took wins in both Monaco and
Britain, while Hamilton followed fourth
place in Monaco and third place in Canada
by confidently leading the British Grand Prix
before a tyre failure put paid to his chances.
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As this magazine goes to press pre-
Hungarian Grand Prix, Hamilton sits 58
points behind championship leader Sebastian
Vettel, while Mercedes have just moved up to
second place in the constructors’ standings,
confirming their position as the only team
with sufficient pace to consistently challenge
Red Bull in qualifying.

Post-Canada, it seemed as if Mercedes had
finally got to grips with the problems of heavy
tyre usage that have blighted them over the

Hamilton battles Vettel and Webber
at the start of the German Grand Prix

past few years. After Hamilton took third place
in Montréal, Mercedes’ executive director
(technical), Paddy Lowe, remarked on the
fact that the team had not suffered from their
usual problems with heavy tyre wear, saying:
“It felt like a normal race, with Lewis not quite
having the pace of Sebastian [Vettel]
or Fernando [Alonso].”
At Silverstone, Mercedes matched Red Bull
blow for blow in the race, but Germany was
a knock-back — and something of a shock.
Kevlar-belted tyres were introduced here, as
a result of the multiple failures at Silverstone,
and Hamilton and Rosberg plummeted down
the field to finish fifth and ninth respectively.
At the next race in Hungary, the Pirelli tyres
will revert to their 2012 construction, which
is bad news for Mercedes. And if restrictions
on tyre usage remain in place, this could be
another obstacle. The regulation that states
tyres cannot be swapped from side to side on
a car was cited by Ross Brawn, post-Germany,
as the aspect of the restrictions that had hurt
Mercedes the most.

FHOTO: KER ROBERTSON/GETTY IMAGES
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Red Bull target Kimi

for Webber's drive

Raikkonen is top of Red Bull's shortlist to fill Mark Webber's
soon-to-be-vacant seat. But Kimi himself is undecided...

Mark Webber’s decision to leave
Formula 1 at the end of the season in favour
of a new career with Porsche in sportscars
opens up one of the most desirable
vacancies in F1: a 2014 Red Bull drive.
Red Bull have said that the shortlist for
Webber’s replacement consists of Lotus
driver Kimi Riaikkénen and Toro Rosso’s
Daniel Ricciardo and Jean-Eric Vergne.
F1 Racing understands Vergne is now
out of the picture and that the choice is
between Raikkonen and Ricciardo.
Riikkonen’s manager, Steve Robertson,

was at the British GP where preliminary

F1 Racing August 2013

discussions took
place with both Lotus
and Red Bull. It is
believed that Red Bull
are targeting Kimi,
but that Kimi has vet
to make up his mind.
There are pros and
cons associated with
both Raikkonen or
Ricciardo. Raikkonen is a known quantity

Ricciardo: can
be inconsistent

whom Red Bull can simply plug in, in
the knowledge that they will get at least

the level of performance they have from

HHSS / Red Bull eye up Mark Webber replacements

Raikkonen: a
known quantity

Webber, if not more. Plus they'd be rid
of the political aggro of Webber's tense
relationship with Vettel.

On the downside, Riikkonen is not as
technically engaged as Webber is (or as
Ricciardo is likely to be). Kimi will probably
want to leave the track as early as possible,
and that may prove a handicap as the team
get to grips with next vear’s complicated
turbo engines. Ricciardo, meanwhile, has
demonstrated the odd burst of speed in
qualifying and was particularly strong at
both the British and German GPs. But he is
inconsistent and may not be able to handle
the pressure of being Vettel's team-mate.

It is understood that while Raikkonen’s
preference is to remain at Lotus, he is
concerned about both the team’s financial
situation and the departure of their
technical director, James Allison. There was
a serious delay in paying Raikkonen this
year, and although team boss Eric Boullier
insists this has now been resolved, it's an
aspect that will likely test Rdikkonen’s
resolve to remain at Enstone.
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\VWho next
for Lotus?

The team are considering
replacements for both their
seats next season

Whether or not Kimi Riaikkonen ends up
moving to Red Bull for 2014, there could
well be at least one new driver at Lotus next
season. Raikkonen’s potential switch opens
up the possibility of one seat becoming
available at Enstone, but both seats could
come free due to growing doubts over
Romain Grosjean’s future at the team.

In Germany, Grosjean took a strong third
place behind Vettel and Raikkonen that could
well have been a second. If he could always
perform at this level he would be a shoo-in
for a third season, but his driving remains
erratic. In Monaco he crashed four times in
one weekend, and on four occasions this yvear

he has finished ninth or lower.

824 Mark Webber in numbers

As the straight-talking Aussie gets set to depart F1, we celebrate his achievements
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2 DOGS OWNED (SIMBA AND
| SHADOW) AND 1 CAT (KISKA)

26

laps raced in F1
since 2002

and a total of
941.5 points

Mixed results and big backing: enough
for Grosjean to retain his Lotus drive?

Lotus are known to have cash-flow
problems, and the reputed €6million of
sponsorship money that Grosjean brings from
French fuel company Total clearly makes his
presence a valuable one. But even so, Lotus
are unsurprisingly not short of suitors.

Nico Hiilkenberg, whose relationship with
Sauber has almost completely broken down, is
interested, but he has little financial backing.
Pastor Maldonado is also keen on a move, but
Williams sources say he has no way out of his
contract. This is bound up with the team’s

205
GPs

'STARTED

/ Could both Lotus seats be free in 20147 / A celebration of Mark Webber

five-year deal with Venezuelan oil giant
PDVSA, which runs until the end of 2015.

Ex-Sauber driver Kamui Kobayashi now
has Japanese backing and has also been
linked with Lotus. Then there is Force India’s
Paul Di Resta, who would be an attractive
prospect although, along with Hiilkenberg
and Marussia's Jules Bianchi, he is a Ferrari
candidate if the Scuderia replace Felipe Massa.

It's a strong line-up of contenders, so a lot
depends on Grosjean’s performance over the
remainder of 2013.

YL

RACES LED
POLE FOR A TOTAL
| POSITIONS OF 576 LAPS

23 MILES

from his home In Aylesbury to the gates of Silverstone
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—L | FH=3 / Huge staff shake-up at Willlams / Sauber strike deal with Russia

m A leadership vacuum developed this

i year, following the departure of CEOs Toto
Iff and Al ; and chief 10ns
Williams set for staff overhaul it e

Pat Symonds replaces technical director Mike Vs e e b e AR

" : ; as group CEQ, while Claire Williams 1s now
CO U gh | an , k | CI’(Sta rt| ﬂg dre St ry Ctl_l RIR g D [OQCEsS deputy team principal. But greater strength
was needed on the
technical side.

Symonds brings in
a wealth of experience
as former tech boss of
a title-winning team
and he will mentor
and train Williams

M

staff to encourage

y
r

internal promotion.
Further recruitments

Symonds: "Up there

CTHh B Elimtin are planned over the

and Adrian Newey” next 18 months.

“Pat is one of the

The arrival of Pat Symonds, formerly Symonds will join the team on 19 August best technical guys in F1. He’s up there with

a consultant to Marussia and previously 2013 as chief technical officer, while technical ~ Ross Brawn and Adrian Newey,” said one
technical director of Renault, is the first in director Mike Coughlan has left the team with  former team principal. “He proved at Renault
a raft of personnel changes at Williams. The immediate effect. F1 Racing understands that  he can win titles and he’ll have a positive
team are in urgent need of a new technical former racer Alex Wurz, who has been acting influence, especially if he’s given the budget.”
structure following their worst ever start to behind the scenes at Williams for a number e Symonds’ former team, Marussia, have

a season. In the first nine races of 2013, they of months, has been instrumental in securing  confirmed they will switch to a Ferrari

have failed to score a single point. Symonds’s appointment. powertrain and gearbox from 2014

news
Sergey Sirotkin could set

new record With saner Py ®, the alliance with

The Russian could become F1's youngest driver as  siotkin: currently ~ >2Uber s the Nationa

5 2 o in World Institute of Aviation
part of a lucrative deal with cash-strapped Sauber seresbyRenavt  Technologies (NIAT),

a scientific technology

a superlicence, it's
unlikely that this will
hinder his progress.
One of the three
Russian companies

— planning to enter

If Sergey Sirotkin makes his Formula 1 The deal, which has the tacit consent of company, whose director-general is Oleg
debut with Sauber next March, he will be the Russia’s President Vladimir Putin, will thrust Sirotkin, father of the up-and-coming racer.
youngest driver in the history of the sport Sirotkin into a development programme “to The agreement was being discussed in
to start a grand prix. At 18 years and seven prepare him as a racing driver for the teamin  Moscow by senior Sauber management as
months old, the Russian racer will eclipse the 2014,” according to a statement by Sauber. F1 Racing went to press. A team spokesman
record currently held by Jaime Alguersuari, The teenager is currently competing for would not comment on the price of the
who started the 2009 Hungarian GP aged ISR in World Series by Renault and has so investment, but we understand the deal could
19 years and 126 days. far scored a solitary podium finish. However, be worth as much as €25million.
Cash-strapped Sauber revealed Sirotkin as promoters of the inaugural Russian GP are If a deal is struck, it will be a timely lifeline
a potential 2014 driver along with a plan for a pushing for a local driver to enter the 2014 for Sauber, who are struggling financially —
lucrative tie-up with three Russian companies.  event, and while Sirotkin has yet to obtain particularly with regards to supplier payments.
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Pat Symonds

AT THASS TECH

Explaining the hidden brilliance that drives Formula 1 forward

THE SCIENCE BEHIND...

2014 engines

Can you explain what the new
formula will entail?
Most people know that we are changing from
a 2.4-litre normally aspirated V8 engine with
a small KERS unit, to a 1.6-litre turbocharged
V6 with a much larger Energy Recovery System
(ERS). The ERS not only harvests additional
power while the car is braking (through the
ERS-K), but also harnesses power from the heat
energy in the exhaust (through the ERS-H).

To understand the implications of this, we
need to try to remember a few of the things

we learnt at school...

Lesson one: chemistry One kilogram

of petrol contains 43 megajoules of chemical
energy. Mix this petrol with the right amount of
air and burn it, and you will release that energy
as heat. Current engines have no limitation on
how much fuel is used; typically, at full throttle
and near full speed, they will consume around
45 grams of fuel per second. Burning this yields
1,970 kilojoules of energy per second.

Lesson two: Dh}*‘SiES Power 15 a measure
of energy use over a given time. One joule of
energy released per second is termed a watt,
and 1,000 joules per second is a kilowatt. So our
current engines, consuming 45 grams of fuel per
second, should produce over 1,000kW of power
— which is over 2,500bhp!

Lesson three: reality Of course, the

2013 engine doesn’t produce this much power:
it produces around 750bhp or 550kW. The rest
of its potential power is lost because no machine
is ever 100 per cent efficient. In fact, a current
Formula 1 engine has an efficiency of around

28 per cent at full throttle,

What does all this mean?

The new engines are limited by regulation to
using a maximum fuel flow of 100kg per hour,
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AOW THE 2013 V8 AND
2014 Vb COMPARE

2014 2013
5 16V6 2.4V8
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or around 28g per second. If our new engine had
similar efficiency to the current V8, then it would
produce only around 450bhp from this amount
of fuel. Even with the addition of the uprated
energy recovery systems, this would still lead to
underperformance. The key, therefore, is to work
on improving efficiency on both the base engine
and the energy recovered from the exhaust.

In fact, we can expect the new engines to be
around 35 per cent efficient and therefore able

to produce around 550bhp before we add the

electric-motor power and exhaust-heat recovery.

So what about the Energy Recovery
System - how does that work?
The new ERS will be very different. Currently,

we recover only kinetic energy under braking

and are allowed to release this energy at a rate of
8obhp for just 6.7 seconds per lap. This equates
to 400 kilojoules of energy. In 2014, we will be
able to release ten times as much energy from
the batteries and at twice the power, which is
going to provide a boost of 160bhp for around
33 seconds per lap. This power will be harvested
and released through a motor generator unit
known as the MGU-K, in which the letter ‘'K’
stands for ‘kinetic’.

More importantly, there is now a further
energy recovery system associated with the
turbocharger. This is another motor generator
unit (MGU-H where “H’ stands for ‘heat’),
but it is attached directly to the shaft of the
turbocharger. It also produces electrical energy,
but does not have to send that electrical energy
to the battery — it can send it directly to the
powertrain and, if it does so, is not subject to any
energy-flow limitations. This further boosts the
efficiency of the complete powertrain.

So will this make Formula 1 engines
more relevant to road-car engines?
Most certainly. A good measure of efficiency is
how much fuel an engine uses for each kilowatt
of power it produces per hour. Good road
engines are now using somewhere in the region
of 245g/kW-hour, but at full throttle and with
high revs it can be much worse than this. The
current Formula 1 engines use around 280g/kW-
hour, which is already better than that of many
road cars, but the 2014 engines will use less than
240g /kW-hour at maximum power, making
them real leaders in the engine-efficiency league.
The techniques that are used to achieve these
impressive figures will definitely find their way
into road cars over the next few years, since they
are built on a foundation of emerging — rather
than exotic — technologies.

You described the 2014 regulations
as one of the seismic changes in
Formula 1 history. Why are they
causing so many headaches?

The architecture of the engines will be rather
different, so this is going to require some further
thought, but, in itself, T wouldn’t really describe



. ERS battery pack
2 ERS-K MGU
3 Exhaust tai
4 ERS-H MGL

pipe

A LOOK INSIDE THE 2014 1.6-LITRE
TURBOCHARGED Vb ENGINE UNIT

5 Turbocharger

5 Air inlet

/ Turbo intercooler
3 ERS cooler

Renault's new V6 unit, which
will be used by Red Bull,
Toro Rosso, Caterham, and
probably Lotus in 2014

the sitnation as a headache. The biggest problem
is that we now have to package a significantly
larger cooling area. The requirement for engine
oil and water cooling is actually less than that of
the current engines, but now we need much more
KERS cooling and also have to deal with cooling
the charge air that comes from the turbocharger
before it enters the engine. This is something we
never had to do on a normally aspirated engine.
In all, we are looking at nearly twice as much
area for the various heat exchangers as we have
on the current cars.

On top of all that, we have significant changes
to the chassis and aerodynamic rules that mean
we are starting with a clean sheet of paper.

At what point would teams have
started working on the 2014 cars?
And how long will already have been
spent looking into the new rules?

At Marussia, we began studying the new rules in

earnest in March 2012, We are a small team, so
at that time we had just one aerodynamicist and
one designer investigating the implications.

The aero team began their CFD investigations
in 2012, but they were mainly concentrating
on producing a car for 2013. However, the
changes have meant we were forced to switch off
development on this yvear’s car relatively early
and now, with the exception of a few people
working on solving the inevitable problems that

arise on the current car, all of our design and
aerodynamic teams are focused on 2014.

Why is F1 going in this direction?

Is it to encourage road-car
manufacturers back to the sport?
We need to make the engines more road-relevant
to bring in more manufacturers and to retain
those we already have, but it’s also good to see
motorsport being proactive about environmental
perception, rather than waiting for then reacting
to severe criticism of our sport. We now need to
ensure we get our message across to the wider
public, rather than shrouding our technology in

a veil of secrecy as is our usual practice. @
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Peter Windsor

RACER'S EDGE

Authority, wit and intelligence from the voice of F1 Racing

AGAINST
EXPECTATIONS.,
NICO ROSBERG

IS EMERGING
AS MERCEDES’
LEAD DRIVER.
HOW LEWIS
HAMILTON
MEETS THIS
CHALLENGE
WILL PROVIDE
THE MOST
COMPELLING
NARRATIVE OF
2013°S 'SECOND
HALF

Having Mercedes switch to his

preferred Carbone Industrie brakes,

doesn’t seem to have helped Lewis
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As 2013 will inevitably be remembered as

“The Pirelli Year’, condemning it forever to the
‘Blowouts’ tab under a main heading of ‘Politics’,

I think it's appropriate at this juncture to refocus
on a matter of genuine racing importance — to

wit, the battle between Nico and Lewis. Intra-team
fights have always been the purest sort of fights in
the history of our sport, for the simple reason that
both drivers are controlling the same car (almost)
and that both have access to the same team support
system (kind of). Note that [ am not talking here
about the fighting, or potential fights. I'm talking
about the contrasting styles of the two drivers in
question, and about what we can learn from two
great racers under the microscope.

Think Moss-Fangio (Mercedes), Andretti-Peterson
(Lotus), Mansell-Piquet (Williams), Prost-Senna
(McLaren), Hamilton-Alonso (McLaren) and Vettel-
Webber (Red Bull) and yvou’ll see what I mean. Now,
as I say, we have Rosberg-Hamilton.

As regular readers of FI Racing will know,
Mercedes were my pre-pre-season testing pick to
win the 2013 world title. But I assumed then that
it would be Lewis who would be doing the winning
— not Nico. For one thing, I took for granted the
massive Merc money naturally finding its way to
Lewis’s side of the garage. For another, I've always
felt that Lewis is the quicker driver.

Now, of course, I need to readjust. I still think
Lewis is the most naturally gifted driver in F1 today,
but I have to concede that Nico has now reached

Prost-like proportions in terms of his ability to apply

himself to the correct priorities and make them work.

I could be way
wide of the mark
here, but I think
that Nico's chimb
to this highest
level of applicaton
was triggered by
two things last
winter. One was
Lewis’s insistence
that Merc switch
from Brembo to
Carbone Industrie

V/

brakes. Up there
\ in Lewisphere,

vou don’t need the sensitivity afforded by Hitcos or
Brembos. When vou use a brake pedal as accurately
as Lewis, particularly in the very big stops, all vou
need is stopping power. And that is the commodity
in which CI deal very well.

For Nico, I suspect, this was good information.
He had raced using CI brakes at Williams but at
Mercedes he had been using the more compliant
pedal of the Brembos. Now he was going to have to
re-adapt to ClIs. ‘Why would Lewis be doing this?” he
must have wondered. “‘What does he like about the
CIs?" Unlike Alonso, who fought Lewis at McLaren
bv obliging the team to switch from CI to Hiteo, Nico
used this news as a positive.

Nico in my view has always been a late braker,
but what he never appeared to have — until last
vear — was perfect feel for the brake pedal, ie,
perfect feel for the initial application (within the first
milliseconds) and for the perfect rate at which to
come out of the brakes, given all the sets of variables.
Nico was much better than Michael in this regard
last year — and over the winter, now with the Lewis
incentive, I suspect Nico took this skill to even
higher levels. How he did this, I'm not sure: [ don’t
think these sorts of subtleties can be replicated on a
simulator. I'll wager, though, that Mercedes’ senior
performance engineer, Jock Clear, had something
to do with it. In any event, Nico was superb, even by
Lewis standards, by the time the Australian GP was
under way in Melbourne. He looked as though he'd
been racing with Cls all his life.

Exit one of Lewis’s trump cards.

The other issue, I think, has been the amount of
in-car information Nico has trained himself to digest
and to implement. To watch his on-board footage is
to watch a sound engineer mixing a 26-piece band
while also adjusting the lights, or a computer nerd
smoothly integrating five iPhones with two Macs,

a multi-person Skype call and a six-head Google
Hangout. Everything happens in its own time with



o Nico sprays the champagne on
8 Silverstone podium. His team-mate
IS (pictured below in parc fermé with

Brg in P2), missed out on the win due

Lo a tfre failure, despite starting from

ipole and puti':ing in an incredible drive
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Nico; nothing seems to be rushed (again in the  rationale was simple: he’s a racing driver and control. And then there are the things a driver
way of Prost). T suspect this has been pretty he doesn’t want the gadgetry to grow to the can control — his fitness, his off-track life, his
much a natural progression for the multi- point where it interferes with the driving. total familiarity with all the car’s systems and
lingual, multi-tasking Nico — but imagine Just the essentials, please. a reflex knowledge of how to use them. Nico,
his interest last winter when he heard that For Nico, though, this would have flagged without any doubt at all, has maximised this
Lewis was asking for fewer rotary switches on another small opening to be exploited. There's third point — and it looks as though he’s pretty
the Merc wheel, for less confusion! Lewis’s the racing and all that can affect it bevond yvour  much on top of the other two, as well. Lewis

may be able to focus more on his driving, and
producing laps like the one we saw in Q3 at
Silverstone, where he was again just brilliant
under high-speed braking, but Nico has more
with which to play when it comes to managing
the variables. And, in so doing, he hasn’t given
much away in terms of one-lap pace or full-
race consistency.

Lewis will do some more winning in the
near future; he's still Lewis after all. But he is
having to dig very deep to beat a super-quick
team-mate. The interesting thing, now that he's
spent time with his new team, is how he will
react to this: will he be self-critical enough to
tidy up the areas in which Nico has the edge?
Or will he, like Michael in 2012, or Alonso at
McLaren, assume that it’s “the car” or “the
team” rather than Lewis Hamilton himself?

Pirellis or not, the answer to this, for me,
is what the second half of the 2013 season 1s
truly going to be all about. @

PHOTOS: STEVEN TEE/LAT, CHARLES COATES/LAT, MARK THOMPSOM/GETTY IMAGES

Read Peter Windsor's personal recollections of James Hunt on page 72>
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The GP2 Series returns to Singapore
this year as a support race to the
FORMULA 1 SINGTEL SINGAPORE

GRAND PRIX. The premier Formula 1®
feeder category visited Singapore for

the first time last season.

Sprint race victory in 2012 went
to Brit Max Chilton, with Holland's
Giedo van der Garde claiming the
sprint race win. Both of these young
drivers now compete in Formula 1%
(Marussia, Caterham), following in
the footsteps of other former GP2
stars such as Nico Rosberg, Lewis
Hamilton, Pastor Maldonado, Nico
Hilkenberg and Romain Grosjean.

The Porsche Carrera Cup Asiais
more established in this part of the
world, after a decade of competing
here, Many of the current stars hail
from Europe and New Zealand
however, and Earl Bamber, Martin
Ragginger et al will look to establish
themselves at the top on a Marina
Bay Street Circuit that looks a little
different to last season...

I

---------------

"Singapore (2012) was a .
dream weekend for mel” ! L s SR
Max Chilton

"Singapore has been good : "
for F1", adding a new : - . v »
dimension to the sport” . ! ‘ l
Bernie Ecclestone o :

“lt's*spectacular seeing
the'cars racing so close,
at night, in the middle » '
of ghe city!”

tian Vettel

NEW CHALLENGE FOR 2013

Last year's F1® race winner Sebastian Vettel
(left) will find Singapore’'s Marina Bay Street
Circuit a different proposition this season.

Sections of the track, including Turns 1-3,
5 and 8 and the high-speed Esplanade Drive
are undergoing minor resurfacing. This will
allow drivers to attack the circuit without
the need to conserve their energy at this
toughest of Grand Prix challenges, a race
that pushes competitors to their limit.

The Singapore Sling corner (Turn 10) has
been reconfigured this year so the cars will
now negotiate a flowing left-hander before
accelerating towards the Anderson Bridge.
Who will adapt to the new track quickest?
Visit www.singaporegp.sg for your tickets.



Dieter Rencken

y POWERPLAY

THERE'S
STILL NO
SIGN OF A
DOCUMENT
GOVERNING
THE RIGHTS
OF F1'S
MAJOR
PLAYERS

Sources claim
Ecclestone believes
teams have ceded
power to FOM by
signing Individual
commercial
agreements... but
Marussia have yet to
see any agreement

IMARUS5SIA

The stories F1's bigwigs would rather you didn't know...

For the past year, most press releases issued by the
FIA, following its World Motor Sport Council summits,
have included this paragraph: “The FIA President and
Commercial Rights Holder advised that negotiations
regarding the Concorde Agreement were close to
conclusion with the intention that the contract between
the FIA and FOM will be signed in the near future.”

In fact, following the final 2012 WMSC meet in
Istanbul, sources advised that FOM representative,
Bernie Ecclestone, had stated that a successor to the
2010-2012 Concorde Agreement was ‘just days away’.
Yet seven months on, the world’s most expensive sport
still operates without a formal structure.

Following the June WMSC session, held in the
palatial surrounds of the Goodwood Estate in Sussex,
the latest word was that the 2013-20 agreement could
be signed by the end of July. Really? The Concorde
Agreement outlines commercial, technical and
governance obligations of the sport’s big players.
Originally a two-way document between the governing
body and the teams, it mutated into a three-way
— FIA, teams and FOM - following the sale
of the sport’s 100-year commercial rights by the FIA

agreement

to FOM in 1999. Both agreements were signed by all
three parties, with teams adding individual signatures.

Contrast this with the latest statement from the
WMSC, which specifies “the contract between the
FIA and FOM” — therefore indicating that teams are
to be omitted from the process entirely. This reduces
them to bit players, despite collective investments and
manpower levels that dwarf those of the governing
body and commercial rights holder combined.

The outgoing Concorde was driven by the teams,
who ensured input into the governance process was
commensurate with their status (for example granting
them vetoes via majorities in Sporting/Technical
Working Groups and the Formula 1 Commission). And
it provided the lever for them
to cajole FIA and FOM into
accepting their terms.

Its existence gave rise to in-
built checks and balances that
gave the sport greater stability
in 2009-2012 than at any
other period — but only after
the teams, acting collectively
as FOTA, threatened a

" breakaway series.

It coudn't last. In 2012 Ecclestone negotiated
inequitable commercial terms with ten teams, leaving
Marussia and the now-defunct HRT out in the cold.
Apart from paying top-ten premium incomes, the
deals outline a revised governance structure that
gives primary voting power to four of the top six,
and peripheral rights to two. This structure exists
as an alternative to a full-on F1 Commission and is
consistent with the modus operandi of CVC Capital
Partners, the investment fund with a majority share in
FOM. Unsurprisingly it hasn’t found universal favour.

In 2012, the process was redefined, with the group
of six forming a “Strategy Group’, which passes matters
arising to a condensed F1 Commission. This escalates
carried motions to the WMSC for ratification and
implementation. So the Sporting/Working Groups
have effectively been reduced to mere committees. In
addition, sources claim Ecclestone believes teams have
effectively ceded power to FOM by signing individual
commercial agreements. This leaves Ecclestone free
to negotiate directly with the FIA. If this is the case,
the entire Concorde process faces a rocky road, as the
teams insist they must be included in discussions.

When it was put to a team principal by this column
that the Concorde could be signed during July his
response was a surprised: “What? But we haven't even
seen a draft!” Another said: “No way can the Concorde
A third stated:

“I don’t see how it can be unless we all agree.”

be legal unless all teams have signed it”.

Any assumption that signatory teams did indeed
cede their rights to FOM raises the thorny question of
Marussia, which has yet to see any form of commercial
agreement. So the Russian-owned team, whose
sporting rights are identical to those of a McLaren or
Red Bull, could not have granted FOM any powers.

At best then, a new Concorde would still need to be
signed by the FIA, FOM and Marussia — and it seems
unlikely the team would commit to a signature in

30 days and certainly not without referring the entire
150-page document to its legal team.

That being so, the remaining ten teams, anxious
not to be outdone by a minnow operation, are likely
to scurry for signing rights, for Ferrari simply cannot
afford to be overshadowed by ‘the other red team’.

The likely outcome? That the minutes of September
and December’'s WMSC meetings will contain the
recurrent strain: ‘signed in the near future’. In

the meantime, F1 continues to fly on autopilot.
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WE STARTED

OFF SO
WELL IN
CANADA...
THAT'S

INSPIRED US
ALLTODO

BETTER

The top three qualifiers at Montréal:
“Lewis and Sebastian said to me:

‘what are you doing here?™

RUAL SA

' Fil ACTION
{04 ROAD SAFETY

VALITERI BOTTAS

ROOKIE YEAR

The Willlams racer reveals all about his first season in F1

FIA ACTION FOR ROAD

It has been a difficult start to my F1 career, but
last month’s Canadian Grand Prix was an incredible
highlight that I'll never forget. The team and my race
engineer Jonathan Eddolls did a fantastic job in very
difficult conditions, making some good calls that
allowed me to put my car third on the grid. It was just
a shame we couldn’t convert that performance into
points on Sunday. However, it gave everyone a real
boost after a difficult couple of months.

I said in the build-up to the weekend that because we
had a number of updates coming onto the car, if we did
score points, I would jump into Montréal’s old Olympic
rowing lake behind the pits after the race...

I'd never driven at the Circuit Gilles Villeneuve
before this vear, and my only experience was a couple
of half days in the simulator to learn the track. That’s
our standard preparation to ensure
everything is correlated and to try
a few new setups ahead of the race.

When I finally drove the circuit
in Friday practice, it didn't take me
long to learn it. I have to say, it’s
a great place, a little bit like a big
karting track. I soon found that for a really quick lap
vou need to take the car as close to the wall as possible
on the outside of some corners — but not to overdo it.

On Saturday the weather was very changeable and
that made track conditions tricky. In both Q1 and Q2
I finished fourth in both sessions, which, if I'm honest
was a bit surprising. Prior to Canada, the highest
position I'd qualified this year was 14th — so to get into
(03 was a great feeling.

It seemed we were always able to find a good place
on the track, without any traffic. We were always on the
right tyres with the right pressures at the right time,
and I was happy with the
SAFETY CAMPAIGN balance of the car for
the whole of qualifying,

When we ended up
third overall, Jonathan
shouted to me on the
radio: “P3, mega job!”
and I was cheering
inside the cockpit. 1 was
really excited and very
happy. No one was really
expecting us to finish in
that position, but I knew

Gl AT
T Thal in

the lap was going to be

strong, because of our performance in Q1 and Q2. Still,
it was such a nice surprise to finish third overall.

When I pulled into parc fermé and saw all the
mechanics with smiles on their faces it was a great
feeling. They were so happy and [ could see how much
it meant to them. Then I stood in the pitlane to pose
for the photographers. Lewis Hamilton and Sebastian
Vettel said to me: “What are vou doing here?!”

Sebastian congratulated me in the press conference,
which was nice. Of course [ would rather have been P1,
but I didn’t say that to him. One day, maybe next time.

After the main press conference I said some words
in Finnish and mentioned that my father, Rauno, was
at the track and that it was his birthday. He hasn’t
visited many races this vear, but decided that because
he was celebrating his 51st birthday he would come

"We had a number of updates coming onto
the car for Canada, so | said that If we did
score points, I'd Jump Into the Olympic rowing
lake behind the pits after the race”

to Montréal. So we had double reason to enjoy a nice
dinner together in town at The Keg Steakhouse on
Saturday evening.

It was a shame our performance in the dry on race
day wasn't as strong. Obviously we brought some
updates, but it was clear that the other teams had made
better progress, so we weren't able to stay at the sharp
end of the field. Still, I had a great scrap with Fernando
Alonso in the opening laps. I managed to defend my
position from him a couple of times, but once he came
past I couldn’t keep up with him. It was great to be able
to race at the head of the pack and see only a couple of
cars in front of me during the race. Unfortunately,

[ didn’t have the speed to keep up and sadly dropped
out of the points to finish 14th. It was our best chance
to get a great result and although we maximised our
strategy, we just didn’t have the pace in the drv.

Even so, that qualifying performance has given
everyone at Williams a desire to be back in that
position again soon. We want to improve and next
time try for first place. The whole team enjoyed that
feeling and it’s given us the extra motivation to repeat
the feat. It's been great for me to get such a strong
result in what was only my seventh grand prix, but it
looks as though T'll have to wait another year before
jumping into the Montréal rowing lake...
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_ F1 doesn't deserve Pirelli 25?1"}3:3
P STARLETTER As an F1 devotee since the 1990s
. : + ON SALE
Fans shouldn’t have revelled I've endured some dull times, but NOW |

in the misfortune of Vettel through it all I've always looked

and Red Bull at Silverstone forward to (get this) the racing:

one driver passing another driver,
whether for first position or 12th.

I can’t say I get too excited about
the tyres. That said, 1 fully support

® Read it on your PC,

Mac or iPad
® Ildentical to print edition
® On sale the same day

Pirelli leaving F1 to wallow in its
own self-pity as of 2014. The fact

as the print edition

that we now talk about rubber
compounds ad nauseam every
weekend is beyond ridiculous.

www.flracing.co.uk/
digital-edition/
I understand the technical

challenge of F1 is an important
part of the allure, but let’s face

NEXT
MONTH...

it: nobody watches F1 to hear the

drivers are holding back 20 per cent
of their maximum efforts just to
‘save tyres’. Maddening!

Above all, Pirelli have tried to
comply with the demands F1 has

A great event, but please: no booing!

Having just returned once more from an absolutely fantastic British Grand
Prix, I wanted to highlight what an absolutely brilliant experience it was in
almost every respect. made of them, and have done just
GGreat camping. Great seats. Great company and an amazing race. There what was asked of them. You want
was a wide variety of entertainment both inside the circuit and at the artificially enhanced racing due to
campsite. I would recommend it to everyone. accelerated tyre wear? You've got it.
There was just one aspect that left a sour taste and this was some Pirelli should quit F1 because
inappropriate behaviour towards Sebastian Vettel and also towards Red they are not getting anything
Bull, with some fans booing both at the racetrack and also at the post-race positive out of this charade. They
party. I completely understand cheering for the British drivers, but found are dumped on mercilessly by

it highly un-British to hear booing of select others. F1 provides us all witha  everyone including championship

50 YEARS
OF McLAREN

leaders and they are unable to do
any reasonable testing to appease

great spectacle — lets not allow behaviour associated more with some other
sports to change the carnival atmosphere we all love.

Russell Lines

By email

the vociferous prima donnas of the
= Ayrton Senna — by Ron Dennis

> Jenson Button answers

pitlane. F1 doesn’t deserve them.

Kerim Sursal
your questions

> Lunch with 1974 world
champion Emerson Fittipaldi

Toronto, Canada

STAR PRIZE

Russell Lines wins
a Silverstone degradation is just to create more

Single-Seater Experience. pitstops, address that directly: eg
For more details visit

b www.silverstone.co.uk/
PO\ | experiences. Hotline number: pitstops in which all four wheels

0844 3728270 st be changed’. Tyres can then
be made safe and fit for purpose.
JP Trevor Hunt,

Somerset, UK

First priority: make tyres safe

The nonsense about tyres must >We go inside the McLaren

Technology Centre
PLUS...

> Exclusive! First look at
the 2014 turbo engines*

SEPTEMBER
ISSUE ON SALE
22 AUGUST

stop. If the reason for the rapid

‘each car must make at least three

JAKOEB EBREY/LAT, LAT ARCHIVE

*COMNTENTS SUBJECT TO CHANGE

FHOTOS:

36 F1 Racing August 2013



0
TW STEEL

BIG IN OVERSIZED WATCHES

SAHARA .
orece Inda

formula one team

/

/ WWW. TWSTEELUK.COM




Now that was a car g

Yet another groundbreaking winner from the pen of John Barnard

Designed by former McLaren and Ferrari technical director The B191 (the revised, Goodyear-shod B191B that competed in the
John Barnard for the Benetton F1 team, the Cosworth-powered B1g1 first three races of 1992 is pictured above) caused a stir when it first

e - was involved in a number of memorable racing moments during its appeared because of the height of its nose relative to the front wing,

and-a-bit of active service. Although the difference wasn’t as stark as that created by the high-

. i %
- LR ey = g
S L e N My

elli’s return to the sport as sole tyre supplier in 2011, nosed Tyrrell 019 that had appeared a year earlier, the concept set
. . :..'F-.:.. _._..: i ‘I;:I:.' ] X . a tI'E]]d j]] Fﬂrmula 1car dﬂslgn that ﬂﬂl‘lﬁ]ll.lEE o this d&}r,. Dp&l'lil‘lg
= T '- > thﬁ*ﬂltﬂﬂw tuthe underfloor.
ck “Everyone was jumping up and down about the nose of the

WORDS |AMES ROBERTS PICTURES TIM KENT
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3.5-litre Fora HERAS
V8 (72°)

J30bhp

13,.800rpm

120kg

2,880mm

Benetton b-speed
uERNE]

EIf

Pirelli & Goodyear
Michael Schumacher,
Nelson Piguet,
Martin Brundle

flow of air under the car, which improved both front-end grip and
the efficiency of the diffuser. In addition, the car’s large rear wing
helped to provide plentiful rear-end traction, which, in turn, helped
to produce higher cornering speeds.

The gearbox was transversely mounted, but the software electronics
weren't up to scratch, so a manual gearshift lever was used instead of
an electronic paddleshift.

“The chassis was interesting,” said Barnard. “For the most part it
was conventionally muulded fmm the outside, but the front third was
muul Aol &ﬂm heinse S i b e tlungshke ped als

demonstrate his remarkable racing skills. Indeed, the B191B pictured
above, chassis 06, was the car in which he scored his first ever
Formula 1 podium — third at the 1992 Mexican Grand Prix behind the
dominant Williams-Renaults of Mansell and Riccardo Patrese.

“The Mexican circuit was a challenge in an F1 car,” Schumacher
recalls. “I liked it in one way, because it was very different from all the
others, but you had to watch carefully. It was very bumpy. It was alsn
very slippery hecause S0 much of the tracl: had a new surface. Itwasa
dangeruus place | | - il
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Rush will bring Formula 1 to the big screen In
a way no film has ever done before. On the
eveofitsrelease, F1Racingtalkedtodirector
Ron Howard about his latest blockbuster

WORDS ANTHONY ROWLINSON PORTRAITS ANDREW FERRARO/LAT
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Any reader of FI Racing will know it as the

season that had it all: underdog vs champion;
England vs Germany (well, German-speaker);
McLaren vs Ferrari; playboy vs automaton.

It passed into legend and provided a 16-race
narrative that F1 has never matched. But that
epic contest took place 37 vears ago and is on

the cusp of fading into sepia with the advancing
yvears of those who were there. Niki Lauda is 64;
former team boss Luca di Montezemolo 65; Hunt
died 20 years ago, and his team boss, Teddy
Mayer, in 2009. So it’s a tale ripe for the retelling
and not only that, one ripe for a retina-searing
makeover, Hollywood-style.

Enter Ron Howard. To one generation forever
Richie Cunningham of Happy Days fame, he
has since grown into a Hollywood A-list director,
with a starry list of blockbusters (see opposite)
to his credit: Splash, Cocoon, Parenthood,
Backdraft, Apollo 13, A Beautiful Mind, The Da
Vinct Code and Frost/Nixon, to name but a few.

Rush, due for release in September, is his
latest, and it promises to present the drama of
F1 action with a widescreen wow-factor even
the real thing can’t achieve. It is not, however, a
definitive account of a season more sinuous than
Spa. Rather, it aims to bring out the characters of
the two protagonists who made the season what
it was, while evoking the wide-lapelled, louche,
deadly, spirit of the age. Absolute authenticity,
says Howard, chatting to FIR in a private room
at London’s Charlotte Street Hotel, is impossible
to achieve in a 120-minute movie format
designed to drill audiences between the eyeballs.

“The first film I did that really tried to be
authentic was a movie about journalists called
The Paper. | really wanted to get the vernacular

right and [ was tossing and turning and worrying
about it... until I realised it was impossible

to convey everything I was learning about in

a movie built on these particular scenes that
needed to move quickly from one to another.

“So I went back and started watching movies
about movies and realised they never get it
right. It's impossible. You can’t fully express,
in an authentic way, a complicated human
undertaking. At least not in a concise enough
way to let it continue to be drama. So what you
try to do is to get certain details really right and
allow other things to be shorthand or hinted at.”

It's here that purists’ antennae have twitched,
fearing fast and loose play with history. There’s
word, for example, that Hunt and Lauda are
depicted as cut-throat rivals, rather than as
the racing buddies they truly were. And that
moments of real drama have been unnecessarily
gilded for the sake of silver-screen intensity.
Does '76 need any embellishment, after all? Isn’t
it, and the heroes it bred, already bigger than
anything Hollywood could conjure?

Howard seeks to reassure: he and his team
were acutely aware, he tells us, that while a
casual film-goer might only be able to tell a
Hunt M23 from a Lauda 312T2 by their different
colour schemes, hardcore F1 fans would delight
in spotting even the most trivial blooper.,

“The challenges were similar to what we
experienced with Apollo 13,” he says, “in that
achieving authenticity was vital — and vital,
actually, to the entertainment value of the movie.
Part of what we're aiming to do is transport you
into a very intense and interesting moment, a
serious moment. That’s a similar challenge to

Apollo 13. But it presents a technical challenge as

well: you can understand the moment, but how
do you recreate it? It's not something you can
just go and shoot, because it doesn’t exist.”

Help came from a number of sources, most
pertinently Lauda himself, who adopted a
mentor role to his Rush avatar, Spanish-German
actor Daniel Briihl. “It was great that Lauda
spent time with Dan,” Howard enthuses, “just
as [Apollo astronaut] Jim Lovell did with Tom
Hanks. And it was incredibly helpful, as vou can
imagine. Dan literally had Niki on speed-dial
and when I would go up and discuss a moment
about racing, especially things like the pre-race
moments on the grid — the specific sequence of
events and Niki's way of going about things —
Daniel would call Niki and ask him those details.
‘How did you pull on your gloves?” Stuff like that.
‘When did the balaclava go on?’ ‘Did the helmet
go on before or after getting in the car?™

Characteristically there were Lauda brickbats
along with the bouquets: “Yeah,” admits Howard,
“the biggest one was early on, when he saw a
draft of the script. It said: ‘Niki gets into the
Ferrari, turns the key and the engine roars.’

He threw his hands up in the air and said: ‘It’s
terrible. It’s all wrong! You're idiots!’

“Peter Morgan, the scriptwriter, said: ‘What's
wrong?’ and Niki blasted him: ‘F1 cars have no
key! It's a disaster!” So Niki himself helped us
catch one or two things...”

Working closely with Lauda gave Howard
a privileged insight into the working methods
of a man who was a winner not only on track
(three world titles, 25 wins), but went on to
achieve significant business success in the airline
industry. The experience allowed Howard to
draw parallels between auteur and object.
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RON HOWARD'S
HOLLYWOQOD HITS

From child star to Oscar-winning director

HAPPY DAYS (1974-84)

Howard was not quite 20 when he was cast
In nostalgia show Happy Days as all-American
teenager Richie Cunningham. He was already
familiar to US TV audiences as a child actor,
with parts in The Fugitive, Dr Kildare and
Lassie, as well as an eight-year run, from the
age of six, in The Andy Griffith Show

GRAND THEFT AUTO (1977}

Howard's real ambition was to be a director,
and while still appearing in Happy Days, he
cut a deal with B-movie producer Roger
Corman. In exchange for Howard's acting
services on 1976 film Eat My Dust, Corman
financed - on a shoestrng budget -
Howard's directorial debut, a low-budget
rom-com that he co-wrote with his father,
Rance Howard. Shooting wrapped in two

weeks and the film made a modest profit.

COCOON (1985)

Howard broke into the mainstream in the
mid-1980s, directing hits including the Tom
Hanks/Darryl Hannah mermaiga comeay
Splash. But it was Cocoon that demonstrated
his abilities beyond broad-brush comedy,

He effectively wrangled a potentially silly
plot (a group of senior citizens regain their
youth after trespassing in a swimming pool
incubating alien cocoons) into a box-office
hit that grossed over S76million and won
Oscars for Best Supporting Actor (Don
Ameche) and Best Visual Effects.

BACKDRAFT (1991]

Howard's eighth big-screen outing garnered
Oscar nominations for Its special effects
and sound, but in the context of his career
it's more significant in that it has a harder
edge than his previous films. The story of
two firefighter brothers, their dysfunctional
relationship and their inyvestigation into

an arsonist is garlanded with clichés, but
Howard marshals the action sequences with
great proficiency. It was a hit with audiences,
although critics weren't yet ready to accept

Howard as a heavyweight director,

AOH HOWARD 5 FUMMIER AMD FASTER
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HUNT LAUDA RUSH SPECIAL
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A BEAUTIFUL MIND (2001}

Ten years after Backdraft, and with more

hits under his belt = from the lightweight
low The Grinch Stole Christmas to the

more hard-hitting Apello 13 and Ransom

- Howard finally became an Oscar-winning

director with this biopic of the schizophrenic

mathematical genius John Forbes Nash Jr.
While the film was criticised in some

quarters for glossing aver certain aspects
of Mash's life, it was close enough to the
source material to scoop the Best Adapted

LA b - L L st i t f

5 Best Picture,

Screenplay Oscar, as well a2
Best Director and Best Supporting Actress

(for Jennifer Connelly),

FROST/NIXON (2008)

Howard first worked with Rush writer Peter
Morgan on the real tale of the encounter
between disgraced ex-US President Richard
Mixon and ambitious TV presenter David
Frost, Howard resisted the temptation to

simplify a complex tale into a good vs evil

—

yarn; Frank Langella’s Nixon is shifty and

dishonest, while Michael Sheen's Frost is a
preening chancer out of his depth. Ironically,
considering Howard s early reputation as

a director of knockabout feel- 200d films, it
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“My approach is a lot more Lauda,” he notes.
“I have never considered myself a natural
talent. So for me there’s kind of an ‘on’ switch
and an ‘off’ switch. If it’s ‘on’ it takes all the
concentration I have and all I can muster to try
to rise above the norm, But James was a natural
talent. I don’t think I would ever fully understand
that kind of trust in your own athleticism, your
own talent in that moment, to just carry you
to victory. But all interesting characters are
paradoxes and James, of course, was famous
for throwing up at the start of every race.”

Notable foibles such as this infamous Hunt
reflex were brought to Rush from the likes
of Alastair Caldwell, Hunt's McLaren team
manager. Caldwell was retained as Rush
technical adviser and, less formally, as a
touchstone, to ensure the desired 76 mood could
be recaptured. Also vital was the help of the
historic F1 racing community, which Howard
credits warmly for the loan of cars and period kit,
to make possible filming of the action scenes for
which Rush is most likely to be celebrated.

But more than any of this nitty-gritty, it's the
human drama of two contrasting lead characters
that Howard and Morgan [who also collaborated
on Frost/Nixon] have sought hardest to portray.
“James and Niki were just wildly entertaining

characters,” Howard says, “and characters that
surprise you in the way they entertain you. Both
these guys pursued their lives and their careers
on the track in different ways in pursuit of
greatness and that's what's entertaining about
it. And so while Rush works for the action on
the track, it also describes what it is they're
pursuing. And then if there is a surprise in the
movie it’s how engrossing it is to see the different
approaches incredibly talented people can take
to try to get to that goal.”

That central strand, the pursuit of glory, is
what lent the film its title, Morgan choosing it
over something more obvious, such as Hunt/
Lauda. “It’s appropriate,” Howard reckons,
“because an important part of the story that
broadens it as an entertainment beyond a

historic recreation of a great time in racing, is the

Actor Daniel Brihl (left) as Niki Lauda, on the
set of Rush with director Ron Howard (right)
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HUNT LAUDA RUSH SPECIAL =

different ways people pursue greatness. In this
case, along with achieving brilliance, it’s feeling
that rush and feeling excitement. And victory. It’s
the speed, but more than anything it's what you
can attain with that speed. The respect you can
garner. And the excitement you can generate.”

Howard speaks with great passion for a man
who makes no pretence of being a motorsport
fan (“baseball and basketball — they're what I
follow™) and it’s evident that the thrill of the
subject proved increasingly addictive the longer
he spent immersed in it. At last year’s US GP
— a race he was not scheduled to attend on
publicity duties — he suddenly felt “such a pang
at not going” that he convinced himself and his
media team that it was essential he attend.

The challenge, now, for Rush, is to prove as
irresistible to cinema-goers as its narrative did
to Howard — although he maintains box-office
returns are not the sole measure of success. “If
people who know and love the sport respect what
we've put on screen and people who don’t know
the sport are engaged by the characters and
understand it, I've done my job,” he concludes.
“We've done everything we could to make it a
cinematic experience and transport people both
emotionally and viscerally.”

Go judge for yourself. @
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SET IN THE GOLDEN AGE OF FORMULA 1 RACING, RUSH PORTRAYS THE TRUE STORY OF TWO
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MAKING
MOVIE MAGIC

Bringing the sights and soul of 1970s F1 to 21st-century
cinema screens proved a technical challenge to rival
that of the sport itself. Richard Williams delves into
the recreation of Formula 1 history

PICTURES 5TUDIO CANAL AND RON HOWARD

James Hunt’s two sons never saw him race.
But there they are, Tom and Freddie Hunt, born
several years after their father’s retirement from
F1 and now grown men, in the front row of the
grandstand at Brands Hatch, watching him take
the chequered flag to win the controversial 1976
British Grand Prix, one of the most dramatic
moments of his world championship season.
“Tom and Freddie came to visit us,” explains
Rush co-producer Andrew Eaton. “If you
freeze-frame the scene, you can see them.
Which was quite weird for them, watching
someone recreate a race that their dad won.”
The making of Rush involved many such
poignant moments, another of which involved
the Hunt family. In 2011, two of James's
brothers, Peter and David, had not greeted the
news of the project with enthusiasm. “When
someone’s dead, they're in the public domain,”
Eaton says, with an apologetic shrug. “We
approached the Hunts early on — Peter has
unfortunately died since then — and there was a
dinner. They were very antagonistic. [ think they
thought it was going to be all about how many
air stewardesses he had sex with. I understood
their sensitivity. We just said, ‘Look, we're going
to crack on and let’s see how you feel about it.”
The finished film does not disguise the fact
that Hunt occasionally had sex with flight
attendants. And nurses. And others, Still, earlier
this vear, once filming was complete, a special
screening was arranged. Eaton was present. “It
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was for the relatives — his mother and the whole
family, about 30 of them,” he says. “I sat in —
unless you're in the room, you never know what
people truly think. After about 20 minutes [ was
thinking, “This was a big mistake’ — sitting in a
room with a woman whose son is dead, and all
his relatives. I felt I shouldn’t have been there.
But they seemed to respond to it very well.”

There were no such problems from the other
side of the film’s central rivalry. Niki Lauda had
been on board almost from the start, when the
British scriptwriter Peter Morgan — best known
for Frost/Nixon, The Queen and Tinker Tailor
Soldier Spy — got hold of an idea that had
already been kicked around by producer Jeremy
Thomas and director Paul Greengrass. Morgan
lives in Vienna with his wife, Lila Schwarzenberg,
who is an Austrian princess and a friend of Niki
Lauda. Although the writer knew nothing about
motor racing, he became intrigued by the story
and wrote a script on spec.

“Someone had approached Peter to write a
"70s story about Sir Jackie Stewart,” says Eaton.
“Peter didn't think that was such a great story.
He'd met Niki a few times, done his own
research and reckoned the Hunt/Lauda story
was much better. But Peter never gave the script
to Niki to read, and we never sought Niki's
approval. It was only technical things — details
of helmets and overalls, and the things they said
to each other. Peter said: ‘I'm not going to get
vour approval — we're going to tell it the way

we think it is.” Everyone has to accept that you're
trying to create a dramatic story.

“Some of the stories Niki told Peter, you
wouldn’t dare make up. At the Niirburgring, on
the day he had the accident, a fan asked for his
autograph then asked him to add the date. Niki
said ‘Why?’ And the fan said, ‘In case it's your
last ever." Ron Howard, the film's director, said if
someone had written that story without it having
happened, people just wouldn’t believe it.”

Howard’s arrival, once Greengrass had opted
out, was key to getting the project off the ground.
“That gave it more status,” Eaton says. By then,
Eaton, having just finished a film with Morgan,
had joined the team, and they had approached
Eric Fellner of Working Title, the production
company behind Senna. Fellner is a friend of
Morgan, while Howard had directed Morgan'’s
screen adaptation of his play Frost/Nixon. The
pieces of the jigsaw were coming together,

The reaction within F1 was initially sceptical.
“We went to see Bernie Ecclestone,” Eaton says.
“He told us that once a year someone comes
along and says, ‘I'm going to make an F1 movie,’
and it never happens. There was an element of:
‘Come back and see me when you've done it.””

Since the story is set in a period pre-dating
Ecclestone’s control of Fi, his go-ahead was not
required. “It wasn't an issue,” says Eaton, “but
Ferrari and McLaren are so prominent and there
were definitely issues about getting them on
board.” Here, Fellner’s acquaintanceship with -2
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The devil’s in the detail

Original cars were sourced, replicas built, and archive footage blended with new...

Ron Dennis and relationship with Ferrari, whose
road cars he collects, helped smooth the way.
Fellner took the project to Universal Pictures,
the £50m budget was raised, and a cast and
crew assembled, with lead roles assigned to
Chris Hemsworth and Daniel Bruhl. As with all
attempts at making a film set in the world of
motorsport, problems posed by the technology
plaved a major part in planning and execution.
Jim Hajicosta, a motorsport fan with some
30 years of experience as a film accountant,
became a co-producer and took charge of
sourcing the necessary hardware. Helped by
Stuart McCrudden of Historic Formula One, he
assembled a grid of 24 original 1976 grand prix
cars. Owners of priceless machinery were cajoled
into co-operating — “I'm told it’s the first time
the two six-wheeled Tyrrells have been together
since 1977,” Eaton says — and some were
persuaded to allow cameras to be fitted, with
extreme care. Among the drivers recruited were
Jochen Mass, the former McLaren F1 pilot, and
Chris Drake, the well-known historic racer.
Hajicosta also commissioned several replicas,
based on various F2 chassis, which could be
driven by the main actors “If you look closely,
yvou can tell they're not the real thing,” Eaton
admits, “but for driving in or out of a pitlane,
we get away with it, It meant we could do a shot
with Chris Hemsworth coming into the pits and
when he flips up his visor, it really is him.”
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At a cost of £70,000-£100,000 each, two
replica Heskeths and a Brabham came from
WDK Motorsport in Stockbridge, Hampshire,
three replica Ferraris from Rob Austin Racing in
Pershore, Worcestershire, and a couple of BRMs,
a Penske and a March from Mirage Motorsport
in Norfolk, who built their cars from scratch,
using Rover VB engines. They are now in storage
and will probably be sold — “So we’'ll get some of
our money back,” says Hajicosta, the accountant
in him momentarily taking over from the fan.

The film’s racing sequences include events at
Crystal Palace, Kyalami, Interlagos, Brands
Hatch, the Niirburgring, Paul Ricard, Monza,
Watkins Glen and Fuji. Since it would not have
been practicable to visit them all (and since the
Crystal Palace track has disappeared altogether),
cinematic ingenuity was used to blend archive
footage with film newly shot at venues including
Snetterton, Donington Park, Brands Hatch,
Cadwell Park and Blackbushe Airport.

At the old airfield, whose last moment of glory
came when Bob Dylan and Eric Clapton played
an open-air concert there to an audience of
200,000 in 1978, one side of the track was
mocked up to represent the start at Interlagos,
while the other was made to resemble Kyalami;
the cars ran first in one direction, then in the
other, with cameras switching sides. Brands
doubles for Paul Ricard, where Lauda’s BRM
test is shown (“Anyone who knows Brands will

recognise that grandstand,” Eaton admits), and

also for Monza. Cadwell Park becomes Crystal
Palace for an F3 battle during the early careers
of the two protagonists at Crystal Palace
(although Howard has used artistic licence here:
Hunt’s F3 scrap involved Dave Morgan, not Niki
Lauda), while a hilly section of that circuit
masquerades as part of the old Niirburgring
Nordschleife. Blackbushe, Snetterton and
Donmington double for sections of Fuji during the
climactic sequence in which the title is settled.
Original helicopter shots from Monza and the
Niirburgring are used to set the scene, depicting
crowds thronging the circuits: “Ron wanted to
make people aware of what huge events these
were,” Eaton explains.

Big crashes are a key feature of motor racing
films: think of a BRM P261 being catapulted into
the Monaco harbour in John Frankenheimer’s
Grand Prix, or a Ferrari 512 exploding during
Lee H Katzin’s Le Mans. Given its subject
matter, Rush is no exception. For Lauda’s near-
fatal crash on the Nordschleife, archive footage
was blended with new film taken of the exact
spot, the fast left-hander approaching Bergwerk,
into which digitally scanned 3D images taken
from a real Ferrari 312T2 were inserted. And
since an accident that took place in August had
to be filmed in April, the lush foliage of the Eifel
mountains was, as Hajicosta puts it, “probably
greened up a bit” in post-production. —»
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In general, though, the crew were lucky with
the weather. They needed rain for the Fuji and
Nurburgring sequences, shot at various English
locations, and got it, although Eaton has a vivid
memory of a day when they were filming the
Fuji starting grid with 150 extras, most of them
Japanese, and needed help from the special
effects department. “The first shot of the day
was 8.30 on a Thursday morning, and they said,
‘Okay, turn on the rain’ — and these poor people
realised their entire day was going to be spent
standing there getting soaked. One woman was
taken to hospital suffering from exposure.”

The recreation of period signage and branding
required care. “It’s tricky,” says Eaton. “You'd
think brands would be going, “Yeah, great!” But
yvou've got things like Niki's helmet flying off,
and no manufacturer wants to be identified with
that. But the McLaren guys’ faces lit up when
they visited and saw we had Marlboro branding
on the cars. There was a lot of discussion with
lawyers about that; it's particularly sensitive in
the US. When you buy the model cars now,
there’s no tobacco advertising on them. But we
just said, when we're going to such lengths to get
everything right, it would be ridiculous to take
the Marlboro branding off the cars. We did take
it off some of the helmets, because they're
featured in the close-ups so much and we
thought we should draw a line.”

The man charged with capturing all this on
a multiplicity of cameras — up to 35 for the most
complex sequences — was Anthony Dod Mantle,
an English-born, Danish-based cinematographer
whose skills had previously been used on Danny
Bovle's Slumdog Millionaire and 28 Days Later,
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Clockwise from above: Hemsworth and Bruhl
in their replica cars; Hemsworth very much in
character as James Hunt; director Ron Howard
(left) with screenwriter Peter Morgan (right)

Lars von Trier's Antichrist and Doguille and
Thomas Vinterberg's Festen. “The Japanese
send him every new camera they make,” Eaton
elaborates. “They say, “This is what we think it
can do — now tell us what it can really do.”

The film is certainly a showcase for
Dod Mantle, as well as for Mark Coulier, the
prosthetics specialist who won an Oscar and a
BAFTA for turning Meryl Streep into The Iron
Lady and was hired to undertake the task of
recreating the dreadful head and facial injuries
suffered by Lauda at the Nurburgring. Likewise
for Jody Johnson, the visual effects supervisor,
whose previous credits include In Bruges and
The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel. In Eaton’s view,
the specialist skills and ingenuity of the film’s
British technicians reflect those found in F1.

“We have a bit of a problem with low self-
esteem in this country,” he says, “but when you
go to somewhere like the McLaren factory,
you realise we are very, very good at things that
we don’t shout about enough. This is not a
Hollywood movie. This is a British independent
movie made by the best talent we have. The only
Americans on the film were Ron Howard and
Todd Hallowell, his second-unit director.

“One reason the film went so smoothly is due
to the wonderful engineering expertise that
someone like Ron Dennis is so proud of — we
have that. It's in our blood. You've got people
who're good at organisation, and then you've got
problem solvers, people who may be a bit crazy
and eccentric but who can tinker and come up

with an almost Heath Robinson solution to a

problem that must be solved there and then
because otherwise it’s going to cost £50,000.
That’s a great talent, and it’s a talent we have.”

The £50m budget, he notes, is “quite high” for
a British-made film. “"But Ron and I worked out
that if it had been made by an American studio,
it would have cost £90-£100million. I grew up
making documentaries and I think the money
should go on the screen. When you see 20
executives flying over on a private jet, burning
money, it's a bit hard to take.”

Eventually the world of F1 realised that Rush
was a serious proposition and began to embrace
it. “There was a big turning point last year,”
Eaton says, “when Ron went down to Monaco
with George Lucas, who's a good friend of his,
and he walked the grid and there was a sense of
people saying, “‘Wow, you've actually done this
— it sounds really exciting.” People were
welcoming him. It was the first time that people
in F1 went, ‘Oh, this could be quite fun.”™

The critical and box-office success of Senna,
he says, helped to pave the way. “Funnily
enough, one of the most important things it did
was to attract a lot of women to a sport they'd
probably thought was boring. That’s because
Senna himself was such a sexy, interesting,
empathetic character. A lot of women [ met said,
‘I knew nothing about F1 but I loved the film.’
When we've tested Rush, women of 35 and older
get the highest scores. And I thought we were
making the film for a bunch of petrolheads.” @
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HUNT LAUDA RUSH SPECIAL =
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It's been said that the epic battle e
between James Hunt and Niki Lauda
i N 19 76 § el | M D [—Obab a th =il HC |t | Autosport: “At Crowthorne cm.'ner Hunt caught up wiilfh the slowing
: . i Lauda; then he pulled alongside as they drove away into Barbeque bend
were m ad e ﬂtO d ﬁ | [T1, 11O de }/ WOU |d and exchanged a jaunty salute. The world champion, as he headed for

Delieve it was true. As Rush presents | teisontaemmaieimmatosr /e v et
Hollywood's 123-minute take on thiS | but the expression on James's face after he took off his helmet was of quiet
topSy-tUrvy Season, we've gone back | e siiearmetaten s cari oo r
to the original reports to see WNat the | reiaxhed best keep a sharp watch in his mirrors.”
protagonists themselves had to say ; £
— and to bring out nuances that the
film-makers just couldn't squeeze In. La O
We've scoured the archives of our | SxieaesPo
sister titles, Motoring News, AUtosport | RS - = " e "-Aari i
and Autocar, for contemporary /A SR N
reportage from authors who covered | Wv
every aspect of the season - from «[t was a grin that promised thafﬂlt s a long
Ferrari’'s early-season dominance to way still to the end of the season
the courtroom infighting that ensueaq, '
and Hunt's late charge coupled with
Lauda's extraordinary comeback.

This is 1976, as it happened.

PICTURES LAT ARCHIVE
RESEARCH JAMES ROBERTS

Autosport

BRAZILIAN I <
GRAND PRIX =

Lauda: 1st (9pts)
Hunt: DINF, stuck throttle (Opts)

Autosport: “If there is any doubt in your mind about the colour of the new
season, Niki Lauda would like to suggest a nice bright red. The Austrian i
world champion began the new year as he ended the old, with a solid |
victory for Ferrari in the New World. Brazil didn’t go all his way, for James
Hunt had started his new career with McLaren by taking the first pole

position of his life — by two hundredths of a second from Lauda. Thereafter

it was Lauda all the way and a spin into the catch fences from James.”
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: SPANISH
B GRAND PRIX
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Lauda: 2nd (24 pts)
Hunt: DNF, crash (6 pts)

i iller] was on the inside
e :m on the outside, he

and I was alongside hi
saw me in his mirrors and then edged me

over into a cement wall. It was eithﬁr hit
it or hit him. He simply pushed me into
the wall — there could be no
misunderstanding”

Teddy Mayer, McLaren team manager, on Lauda: “Anyone with half
a brain could win in that [Ferrari] car... When Emerson [Fittipaldi] was

considering retirement in the middle of last year, the two drivers I had

on my short list were Hunt and Lauda. They were the only ones. Anyway,

in the event we got James.”

Lauda: 1st (33pts) [subsequently 2nd, after Hunt's win was reinstated in July]
Hunt; DQ (& pts) [win reinstated in July, following appeal

Motoring News: “Hunt’s M23 was 1.7 centimetres (5/8th of an inch) wider
than the regulation 215 centimetres stipulated in the FIA yearbook. This
decision handed first place to Niki Lauda, the world champion having
finished the race over half a minute behind Hunt on the road.”

. | Teddy Mayer: “Parking on a yellow line and murder are both against the

law but you don't expect the same penalty for both. I think it’s totally
unreasonable to inflict that sort of penalty for this kind of infringement.”
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BELGIAN
GRAND PRIX

R5/16
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Lauda: 1st (42pts)
Hunt: DNF, oil leak (Bpts)

Motoring News: “For their rivals it was another demoralising display of
incredible superiority. Surely Ferrari can't really win all the races?”

Autosport: “It is now nine months, yes really, since anything other than a
Ferrari has officially won a grand prix. It's certainly not a surprise any
more. But the Belgian GP seemed to take the F1 people aback. It really

seemed to sink in this time that this is going to be written down in history
as The Twelve Cylinder Era.”

] i tice].
«Just trying too hard [in prac
Car’s been handling badly, uversteety,”
turning in, tried to get it round, lost it.

HUNT LAUDA RUSH SPECIAL ==

| MONACO
| ' GRAND PRIX

R6/16

T T TR O T T T T TITIT

i Lauda: 1st (51pts)
Hunt; DNF, engine (Bpts)

nrer=—rroT Trrei pe—— i

Motoring News: “Niki Lauda completely demolished the opposition again
on Sunday, leading the Monaco GP from start to finish in his Ferrari
312T2 to score his fifth world championship victory of the season.”

Lauda: “I wasn't just sitting there cruising around — I had to work
bloody hard, but I expect I'll get the usual treatment from some of the
. British press.”

s

Hunt: “I was quick in the morning warm-up, but quite frankly there was
hardly any point in running in the race. If you don’t start on the first

two rows you can forget Monte Carlo as a race to win, because you can't

i overtake. All right, I had a spin. I spun through a lack of interest. Then

I was catching them up after I spun at two seconds a lap, I was lapping
in the same times as Niki who was leading the race — when I caught that

group I didn’t even look like passing them. I wasn’t even able to have a

sniff. That’s not a motor race, that’s just a stupid procession.”
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FRENCH
GRAND PRIX

R8/16

GRAND PRIX
Lauda: 3rd (55pts)

Hunt; 5th (Bpts)

Hunt: “I was particularly pleased with the way I drove because the car
wasn't very good here; it was terrible. It was trying to spin every time
I turned into a corner. I went really absolutely on the limit and over it.”

Autosport: “Oh — you want to know about Niki Lauda don’t you? Well, he
came in third, HIS WORST RESULT OF THE YEAR, after starting fifth.
He wasn’t able to do more than run in sixth position at the start, and
only benefited by proxy as others had trouble. He's still going to be world
champion, let’s face it. He’s still going to wipe the floor with the rest of
them at Paul Ricard. But Anderstorp was a lovely refreshing reprieve.

A most welcome weekend.”

Lauda: “I'm trying bloody hard! If you were inside you'd think it was
bloody impressive! I don't drive the car sideways because I think it’s no
good, it's a waste, you get nothing. So Lauda’s a wanker. If I drove like

Tom Pryce and was the world champion, oh, I'd be fantastic, a hero. But

if I drove like Tom Pryce I wouldn’t be world champion.”

Lauda: DNF, engine (52 pts) [three points deducted following
i restrospective demotion to second place at Spanish GF]
Hunt: 1st (26 pts) [nine points added after reinstatement of win in Spain]

Motoring News: “James Hunt became the first driver to ‘win’ two grands
epreuves within just two days when a Court of Appeal in Paris on Monday
revoked his exclusion from the May 2 Spanish Grand Prix.”

| Hunt: “T made a good start, we both did, and we were still level as we
changed into second gear. Then his [ Lauda’s| car simply out-dragged
mine. Nothing one can do about that, it’s a Ferrari. So he was getting
away pretty quickly initially, but I knew his tyres were going to change
and the balance of his car would alter, and I expect the second half of the
race would have been pretty good for me.

“Then I started to retch a bit. My tummy’s been upset for a couple of
days, something I ate. I think I overdid it on the Friday night.”

«“Which is important? To make the big

show, to have long hair, to be in the

evening around with girls, I don’t know,

the playboy life, arrive with a Rolls-Royce

or a Cadillac, whatever — Of to be abli to
win? I think to win is the better show
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Lauda: 2nd (58pts) [promoted to 1st following Hunt's disqualification]
Hunt; 1st (35pts) [subsequently disqualified]

Hunt: “T would like to thank all the spectators at the British Grand Prix
for their fantastic support. Their reaction, first when it looked as though
I would not be allowed to restart, and then when I passed Lauda, gave
me an enormous boost and I am most grateful.”

&
:" r

Motoring News: “The crowd in the main grandstand were quick to greet the

decision that Hunt wouldn't be allowed to run with vociferous disapproval.
One is tempted to suggest that the RAC might have been intimidated into
letting Hunt run by the possibilities of ugly scenes if they didn't.”

Mauro Forghieri, Ferrari's chief engineer: “Niki drives the whole race
fighting with a damaged gearbox — probably damaged in the accident
—and Hunt wins in a car that was repaired. And he didn't even complete
a lap of the first race. I think it is disgusting, this race in England.
Disgusting. Why they hold up the grid? Just so Hunt can start his engine”

HUNT LAUDA RUSH SPECIAL ==

GERMAN
GRAND PRIX

R10/16

Lauda [pre-racel: “The Niirburgring is too dangerous to drive on

nowadays. We're not discussing if I make a mistake. If I make a mistake
and I kill myself, then tough shit. If I have been so stupid to make a
mistake, to kill myself, this is my risk in motor racing... I compare the
Niirburgring with 260 kilometre-an-hour jumping — only God saves you.
So therefore I think it is too dangerous.”

Helmut Zwickl, Austrian journalist: “I drove round the 'Ring with Niki on

the Wednesday before the race. And I'm not joking, it’s 100 per cent true:
we came to the exact corner where Niki later crashed and he said: “Look,
see what I mean? There’s some new catch fencing on the outside but then

| Just a bank. If something happened here there is nothing to stop you

having a very big accident...”™

. Motoring News: “Lauda is suffering from first and third degree burns on

his face in addition to a broken cheekbone, but most medical concerns
surround the serious corrosion of his lungs and throat as a result of
inhaling toxic fumes from the burning plastic cockpit section of his car...

Lauda’s helmet was part ripped off and he had a broken cheekbone which

. was pouring blood.”

Autosport: “Time is the deciding factor now and it is now up to Lauda’s
own will if he is to survive. As to his racing career, one must fear that

that, amyway, is over.”
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AUSTRIAN
GRAND PRIX

Lauda: DNS (58pts)
Hunt: 4th (47pts)

Motoring News: “Enzo Ferrari's decision to withdraw from grand prix
racing for the remainder of the season is not perhaps as surprising

as it sounds. An old man, who still has complete control of the racing
programme, Ferrari is deeply upset by Niki Lauda’s accident, by the
allegations that it was caused by suspension failure or a lost wheel, and
not least by the recent tribunal decisions which have given James Hunt

18 disputed championship points.”

Hunt: “I can’t understand Old Man Ferrari. With Niki away they ought to
be entering two, maybe three cars to try and keep me out of the points.
This way they're giving Niki no help at all.”

i Hunt; 1st (56pts)

Hunt: “My main rival for the rest of the season is going to be me.
We're in a good position now, we’re on form. So our job is going to be
to finish races; we're competitive enough to overhaul Niki'’s points
situation if we do that.

“McLarens [sic] don't give me any discipline at all. They let me

do exactly what I want to do. I run a very simple report system. I only

report things that matter. I think McLarens probably appreciate that,
because we don't surround things with BS.”
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ITALIAN
GRAND PRIX
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Lauda: 4th (B1pts)
Hunt: DNF, crash (56pts)

R13/16

12 September

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||

Motoring News: “Reigning world champion Niki Lauda left everyone
gaping with disbelief by finishing an astounding fourth in his first race
since his near-fatal crash at Niirburgring six weeks earlier. Even the most
optimistic observers reckoned Niki wouldn’t be able to make it. It’s the end
of a remarkable six weeks” human endeavour. The single-mindedness, the

incredible physical and mental resilience that had pulled him away from
the brink of death.”

Lauda: [on hearing that Hunt is being demoted the back of the grid for fuel
irregularities]: “But why should Hunt be allowed to start? Where's [team
manager Daniele] Audetto? Protest it. Where'’s Audetto? Mauro? Get him
to protest it. I'll go...”

Motoring News: “The RAC are to make a two-fold protest in Paris. Firstly
Mr Delamont will lay a complaint about the manner in which the fuel
checks were carried out, arguing that they were ‘hasty’ and that the
treatment handed out to the McLaren team was ‘unfair’. The second
complaint, and probably the strongest, will be about the incident in which
the black flag was shown to stop the race when it rained. All but four
drivers ignored the official signal and carried on, and it is this action that
has really incensed the RAC.”

Dean Delamont, RAC director: “This race [the Italian GP] should not be
counted. The handicapping of the drivers after the fuel checks was illegal
and that business over the flags was an absolute nonsense.”

I«}

i Lauda: 8th (64pts) [three points gained for promotion to win at British GP]

HUNT LAUDA RUSH SPECIAL =

CANADIAN
GRAND PRIX

R 14/16

T

Hunt; 1st (56pts) [nine points deducted after disqualification from British GF]

Motoring News: “James Hunt was disqualified from his victory in the 1976
British Grand Prix after a CSI Court of Appeal considered and upheld a
protest from the Ferrari team. The shame of the whole sordid business is
that it’s clouded the whole 1976 world championship struggle, a contest
between twwo fine drivers who don’t need to argue the toss in courtrooms

in order to win motor races.”

Lauda: “McLarens [sic] shouldnt have won in Spain but they were allowed
the victory, so Brands Hatch merely evens the score.”

Autocar: “Hunt fidgets around the garage, complains about his arm, he

. smokes, he talks distractedly to journalists. He is even sick. For him,

racing is nothing scientific or coolly mathematical; it is merely the way
he most naturally expresses himself as a competitive sportsman.”

o
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US GRAND R 15/16
PRIX (EAST)

Lauda: 3rd (68pts)
Hunt: 1st (65pts)

Lauda: “I was disappointed that when James lost victory at Brands Hatch
he didn't react the same way as I'd done when I'd lost victory at Spain.
Rules are rules. And drivers simply do their job and drive.”

“I can’t really believe I’ve done it.

I really thought we’d blown it with that
pitstop. When I came into the pits after
the race I didn’t know where I’d finished
but I was convinced that Niki had
retained the championship. I was
heart-broken.”

B e

|
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«“As far as I'm concerned you can forget

the sport, the sport’s gone out of it.

I resigned from the safety committee and

inning | g
everything else. I’'m out now for WINTIAS - "3

and for the money, what else is left?” e

Hunt's response after learning of his disqualification from the British GP

Motoring News: “Niki showed untypical traces of tenseness, almost as if

the whole series of tribulations that have hampered his progress in recent

months have suddenly got on top of him. He was not a happy man.”
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HUNT LAUDA RUSHSPECIAL ==

. JAPANESE R16/16
GRAND PRIX 24 October

Hunt: 3rd (69pts world champion)

Autosport: “I'm not going to race,” said Lauda in a very small slow voice.
T can’t. I'm just going to drive around.” Then he leaned his head back as
far as the crash structure behind it would allow and shut his eyes. Either
side of his hips was a bath of 40 gallons of fuel. Behind his shoulders was
485 horsepower. Ahead of him was a road covered in many places by
water inches deep. Above him the air was heavy with mist. Steady rain
fell out of it. This mist was so thick on the main straight that visibility was
200 yards. Then, incredibly, they got on with it.”

Autocar: “As the mechanies packed up their tools and their beloved cars for
the last time, this year’s championship was captured in a conversation
between two of them, one asking the other what he intended to do over the
winter. ‘After a finish like that and the season we've had, I'm going to go
home and write it as a film script and make a million. Only trouble is,

I don’t suppose anyone could believe it could all happen.” @)
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ONE

Drought Act

passed, along
with the

grand prix winners: Niki appointment of

Hunt vs Lauda wasn't the Lauda, Clay Regazzoni, = ° Minister
only newsworthy saga 3/ James Hunt, Jody for Drought,
YEals aeC Vie Lae & o Scheckter, John Watson, Denis Howell

at the numbers of a very
eventful year: 1976

Ronnie Peterson and
Mario Andretti

Number of coples sold

of 19/6's best-selling
UK single, the Eurovision
Song contest winner,
Save Your Kisses For Me,
by Brotherhood of Man

the average weekly wage in the UK

The total
number

The number of (ace -
of Steves laps led Bjorn Borg wins
(Jobs and the first of his five
Wozniak) it took during the season by consecutive men'’s
to found Apple James Hunt - ten more _ single titles
on 1 April than Niki Lauda Al at Wimbledon
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different drivers started at least
one race during the 1976 season but

only 12 drivers started all 16 grands prix
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THE YEAR OF LIVING

Niki Lauda almost died in pursuit of the 1976 title. F1 Racing sat down with him

F1 Racing August 2013
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HUNT LAUDA RUSH SPECIAL

PORTRAITS: LAT ARCHIVE

DANGEROUSLY

to recall that life-changing season, with the help of a few archive images
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The defending
world champion

 A—

J———

Luca ai
Montezemolo

Reports in the British press
at the time claimed that
Lauda had become
somewhat truculent after
winning the world
championship in 1975...

“Journalists, sure, they

have their own views about

a lot of things but I don’t think
I changed at all, being world
champion or not. And if

yvou look at this picture here

— I look pretty happy and
handsome, I would say.

So they were wrong!

The look of a man who knows
he’s going places... Ferrari’s
inspirational team manager

was moved ‘upstairs’in 1976.

“Look at him. Does he look like he
knows he’ll do great things? Yeah.
He was very good. He gave me the
Ferrari contract in 1973. He had full
responsibility for the team. He was
inexperienced at first, but turned
things around at Ferrari quickly,
doing things his way. We were very
competitive, no question about it.
We had a good relationship and

still do — even today.”



HUNT LAUDA RUSH SPECIAL ==

A winning start

James Hunt was 0.02secs faster around

Interlagos in gualifying., but Lauda beat
him away from the line — and went on to
win by a commanding margin.

“Where was this? Sao Paulo, Brazil? I remember
I was very quick at the beginning of 1976. The
car was very good and reliable. Mauro Forghieri
[Ferrari’s chief engineer] had great skill. I was
well in the lead of the championship. It was an
easy year in a way. You must tell me — how
many races did [ win? Six? [Actually five] Well,
most of them were at the beginning, including
this one and the next. I was dominating. Maybe

it was all going too smoothly, yes...”

Life In the pitlane

This picture epitomises the contrast
with modern team operations — note the
mechanics hanging around, seemingly
unsure what to do next.

“Oh yes, things were completely different in
those days. No computers, no data. It all very
much depended on me — on my arse and the
short linkage to my head. It was up to me to tell
them what had to be changed on the car and
what should not be changed. I'd speak to the
technician there and the mechanics would fix it.
Today it’s computerised, gadgets all over the
place... things are completely different. So, for
me, it was either much easier or more difficult,
depending on how vou look at it. There was

no support, basically,

[F1 Racing points out the tape over the front
brake ducts and asks how, given the lack of data,
they decided how much tape to apply. Lauda
chuckles] “They do this today, the same thing: it
just looks less stupid. How did we decide? A guy
held his hand on the brake disc and then, ‘Shit!
It’s too hot!” Or “Too cold!” [Laughs again] Today
everything is certainly different...” =

FHOTOS: ANDHEW FERRARCSLAT; LAT ARCHIVE
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On team-mates and team orders

It’s thought that Lauda seldom rated his
team-mates highly. When asked by Nigel
Roebuck if he viewed Carlos Reutemann
as a team-mate or rival in 1977, Lauda
Jamously replied, “Neither.” And yet here
at Long Beach in 1976, Clay Regazzoni
qgqualified his Ferrari on pole and won by
nearly 50 seconds.

“Clay, on his day, was very competitive, there’s
no guestion about that. He pushed me, even
though I was quicker than he was, all through
the season. He pushed me all the way to the
limit. And he was a good guy. If he won a race,
1t was because he was better than I was.

“Was there any question of team orders? [He
speaks emphatically, jabbing the table] No, no,
no! I was not the lead driver. Ferrari always had
the cars in the same way prepared, and you were

only lead driver if you were running first. Here,

in this race, he must have been the lead driver.

A different view
of the Jarama drama

“There was one time, 1974, in Monte Carlo,
[ had pole position. I had chosen the right side
of the circuit — because we could choose which
side of the grid was pole position back in those
days. Regazzoni was second. Then on Sunday
I turned up for the race, and it was reversed.
“So [ went to Montezemolo and said, “What
the hell has happened here?’ He said, Tve
changed it.” “‘Why the hell have you changed 1t?’
‘Because Peterson, our biggest competitor, is on
the second row and we want him to start on the
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In this intriguing photo, Hunt, usually thought of as
a carefree playboy, is staring into the middle
distance with fierce intensity, while Lauda looks
utterly relaxed. It's a complete reversal of how we

usually remember these two rivals.

“Where is this? Jarama, 76?7 No, I was not relaxed at all. 1
had three broken ribs after turning the tractor over at home.
I had Willi Dungl there, my trainer, to give me injections in
my back to get rid of the pain. I was in the lead of that race,
but James outbraked me at the end of the straight and I did
not know he was coming. So I pulled in for the corner, saw
him next to me and pulled out again. That pushed my ribs
into my lung. I had a pain like you would not believe. 1

finished the race — just — in second place and then I went

to the doctor so he could straighten me out.

“Is he crying? Maybe because of my pain! They had to take

the body off the car to get me out. I took an ambulance plane
home. Over Geneva I learned I had won [Hunt, first over the

line had been disqualified, although his win was reinstated on

appeal]. So it was worth going with the broken ribs...”

left, so it’s easy for Clay and us to go into the
first corner.’

“1 was really pissed off. I knew what I was
doing and we were starting next to each other,
not like this. [He gesticulates to indicate the
staggered format of the modern GP grid]

“So what happened? Clay took the lead of the
race, | was second. I pushed him so hard without
caring much what happened, and he spun. I was
well in the lead and then my generator broke. So
it was all... unnecessary.”
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HUNT LAUDA RUSH SPECIAL ==

A blame-free retirement?

When a title is decided by a small margin, it’s tempting to look
back at earlier races where certain points were lost. In this
ticonic French GP shot, Lauda is leading — yet he didn’t win.

“This was a very important race for me and my memory of it is very clear.
Slipstreaming and passing was the issue — it was always that way at Paul
Ricard. I put on a new set of tyres, to make sure I was quick on my first lap
—to get evervbody out of my tow. So this picture is at the start, yves? I was
five seconds in the lead, then I increased it to ten seconds. The race was
well under control. Then my crankshaft broke and I had to retire.

“I used this race as one of the examples at the end of the vear, after Fuji,
when they blamed me for losing the championship. I said: ‘By the way,
I had three races in the hospital, fighting for my life, and one race it was
vour fault, Ferrari, that the fucking crankshaft broke.’ It was a horrible

feeling when the engine went. You go so quick, then nothing comes of it.”

Proved right — the wrong way

Few photos can convey the full horror of
the Niirburgring accident like this one.

“It was really very simple. At Long Beach we'd
had the discussion, I was the spokesman of the
GPDA — more or less — and [ said it was not
worth going to the Niirburgring because the cars
had got too quick for what they’'d done to the
circuit. The argument of the other drivers, which
I had to accept, was that they had a three-year
programme of improvements and that the
Niirburgring had done everything it had
committed to. The vote went three to two. I was

still against it because of the danger, but we
went there without bad feelings.

“No way would I have survived if Arturo
Merzario had not pulled me out. I would not be
here. He was the only one who went into the
fire, opened the belts and got me out. He,
himself, not the others [Guy Edwards, Brett

Lunger and Harald Ertl also stopped]. One guy.

Everyone else was running around like crazy.

I sat there with 800°C and no oxygen, for 55
seconds. The marshal nearby had no fireproof
clothing. A few more seconds and I would have
been gone. Merzario did an incredible job.” =

g .
s

S AT s "'E-f . (f‘_:-l..._

-

o]
o
=
=
=
=
2 |
=
=
=
=
=
|
ol
=
|
]
=z
o
s
(i
)
b
R E
.

F1 Racing August 2013 69



Reutemann in, Lauda out?

Despite his injuries, Lauda returned to
F1 just weeks after the accident. His
missing eyelids had been replaced with
skin grajfted from the back of his head.
But Enzo Ferrari had hired Carlos
Reutemann as a replacement and wasn’t
expecting Lauda back...

“It was typical Ferrarn that he asked for
Reutemann to come! He asked me not to go

to Monza because he didn’t feel comfortable
about it. Well, T could not just lie there in bed
thinking about my accident. I had missed three
races but I was still leading the championship.
Still, T had to fight.

“I had trained a lot to get back in condition,
then we had to make a principled decision about
whether to go back and risk my life or not. For
me it was simple — ves, because I knew of the
danger before, so it was not a surprise to me to
end up in hospital. It was good to have this
pragmatic approach. Don’t wait too long to come
back — if yvou're fit, come back right away and
overcome the issue.

“On the Friday in the wet in Monza it was
difficult to get going. [ was frightened to drive
— I had to stop. I was ready to throw up. I went
there on Saturday without thinking about the
race, but I was confident again in the car and

P

I was the quickest Ferrari. Regazzoni and
Reutemann were there so that gave me some
confidence back, that coming out of death I was
quickest again in my first real practice, having
done nothing on Friday.

“Then, in the race... disaster. They had
changed the starting procedure while I was
away. I was still in neutral, looking for the guy

with the starting flag, when the green light came
on. Instead of fifth on the grid I was in 13th,
something like that. But this is not important
because I learned my lesson! Yeah, apart from
the start I did a good job.

“It was not easy. My head was bleeding, true.
[ was back on the track but in a different way.
It was not like before.”

Struggling in the final races

Here at the Canadian Grand Prix, Lauda
isn’'t even in the picture — that’s Ronnie
Peterson and Vittorio Brambilla getting
away from the start with James Hunt.

“I had a big problem with my rear suspension here
— it broke. I was not able to perform the way 1
should have done. It was not that the circuit was
dangerous, no — just we had this broken suspension
piece. No, I didn't feel that the championship was
slipping away from me — I was still fighting for it as
hard as I could. This was another example of a time

when it was not my fault that we failed to score!”
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“Get out and say the engine is broken”

HUNT LAUDA RUSH SPECIAL

Two contrasting images: Lauda’s relaxed
pre-race demeanour makes way for
slump-shouldered defeat in a shot taken
just after he climbed out of the car.

“The race was delayed — for hours. The circuit
was flooded. It was terrible, ridiculous. By
four o'clock, nothing had changed but the race

director said, ‘Okay, we're going to start now.’
I said, “‘What? Are vou nuts? What'’s different?’
He said, ‘It has to be televised in Europe, and if

we don't start it now it won't be televised.’ Can
yvou believe that? Ridiculous! And I told him
that. I said, ‘We've been waiting because of the
flooded circuit and vou haven't done anything
about it.” That’s why I didn’t race.

“The other drivers were clear that we could
not start the race. It wasn't only me who did one
lap and then stopped, it was Carlos Pace and
Emerson Fittipaldi and somebody else [ Larry
Perkins]. The reason we did one lap was so that
the teams would still get the starting money.

“For me, it was clear 1 would not race. 1 told
Mauro Forghieri before the start. See him here
— just before this picture was taken he leaned
into the cockpit and said: “The engine is broken.
Get out and say the engine is broken.” When he
told me this I had a great relief — ah! — this is
the right way of getting out of this shit. Then I
thought again — no way. I had to tell the truth.

It was important, with all the pressure — I had
to. We should not have started the race.

“Basically I went home. Left straight away.

I arrived at the airport and they told me James
was the world champion. 1 telephoned Enzo
Ferrari from the airport and his first reaction
was good — he said, ‘Yes, I understand.’ Later on,
he was less helpful. He believed what he read in
the newspapers.

“In the movie it’s different. In the movie I stay
there, at the circuit. And... [a pause, then he taps
the photograph thoughtfully] I wish 1 had. It was
the correct thing to do. I should have stayed.” @
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Hunt takes a maiden win for both
himself and his team, Hesketh, at
the Dutch GP at Zandvoort in 1975

HUNT LAUDA RUSH SPECIAL ===

I first met James in 1972,
when he was experiencing a kind of wilderness.
The Hesketh connection was yet to blossom,
although James was working hard at it. We
spoke at Brands Hatch, where I asked him a
boring question about the Dastle F3 car and all
its problems. “Actually,” he said. “It was quite a
good car. I always said that. It just lacked
development. We simply didn’t have the budget.”

To see James’s words lyving blandly on the
page is to see him as just another racing driver,
speaking the driver’s vernacular, James was
anything but. He was that type of Englishman
you meet only rarely. He was educated at
Wellington College, true enough, but he was not
your average public schoolboy. He was tough
and hard. And practical. And penniless. A snob
he was not. On the contrary, he was the guy who
dug roads in Fulham Broadway to pay for his
Formula Ford season. He was not a rich kid. He
was not spoiled. He had a public schoolboy’s
humour, yes — but tinged with wit and irony.

Conversation initiated, I made the mistake of
asking James about Dave Morgan and that 1970
punch-up at the F3 Daily Express Trophy Final
at Crystal Palace. “Thoroughly deserved,” he
replied. “Don’t ask stupid questions.”

“But David just won at Mallory,” I stuttered.
“He can’t be that bad...?”

“Different driver now. Amazing what a change
to Formula 2 will do.”

With that, he was off. I was slightly wary of
James from then on. Nothing about him said
‘arrogant’. Everything said: ‘Argue with me at
your peril... but I'll enjoy it just the same.’

I recently spoke to another driver who raced
James in those F3 days, Bev Bond: “The thing
about racing then was that we all basically
understood one another,” he told me. “Yes, we'd
fan out on the straights and try to lose or gain a
tow, but when the braking area approached we'd
all slip back into single file. It was lovely to see.
There was very little T-boning of the type you
see today. We grew up knowing that you couldn’t
be stupid in a racing car. You'd kill yourself and
probably other drivers if you didn’t behave.”

James had a peculiar stance and body
language. He was long-legged but round-
shouldered. His right foot splayed outwards and
he walked that way — briskly, slightly favouring
his right-hand side. As early as 72 he used to
stand by his racing car, preparing to climb in, as
a middle-distance runner stands poised at the
startline, one foot ahead of the other. It was =
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as if he was taking that big leap: with one step
he’d be in another place. Flat-out commitment.
No excuses. No margin.

Had he been born in an earlier age, I have no
doubt that James would have been a Spitfire
pilot. And he would have put down his pint and
donned his flying gear the minute he heard the
world ‘scramble’. In 1976, at Mosport, just
before a crucial race for James in terms of the
world championship, I sat next to him on the
grass by the grid, chatting about this and that
— 1 think it was mainly the demands of the first
corner — when suddenly he looked at his watch
and said: “Goodness. Is that the time? I must get
my man to start my engine.”

It’s difficult to do justice to him. I can say that
he was intelligent and articulate and that he was
very, very racing-savvy but these are merely
words. How to paint the James [ knew?

Will Dan Gurney do? James, a racing driver
who was basically prepared to drive anything so
long as he had a reasonable chance of winning,
drove Dan’s pale-blue Jorgensen F5000 Eagle
in a couple of races in 1974.

“James was just the most wonderful person,”
Dan recently told me. “We had him stay with us
in our house and he couldn’t have been more
charming. Lovely guy. And a very, very fast
racing driver.”

And then there was Gilles Villeneuve, a driver

who to some extent owed his European profile to
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one James Hunt. James loved racing Formula
Atlantic cars in Trois-Rivieres, even in his
Formula 1 days, and he followed Gilles around
that startling street circuit, noting his wall-
kissing balance. He and Patrick Tambay then
urged McLaren to give Gilles a try-out. McLaren
duly did. The act was typical of James. From

his point of view, why not? Villeneuve was
obviously brilliant.

James was always beautifully concise and
perceptive but he could also be dismissive. He
had little time for Riccardo Patrese because
Riccardo, to James’s mind, gave his best only
when contract time came calling. “That’s an
unforgivable sin,” he used to say to me. “When
you're in a racing car you always give 100 per

There was

a finesse to
James's ariving
that came unaer

the heaading
pure athleticism’

cent. Always. Any driver who responds to
incentives shouldn’t be in the business.”

James won his first grand prix at Zandvoort in
1975 and, in many ways, this race became the
template of what he could do. He was the first to
switch to slicks on a still-greasy track. He carved
out a lead mainly on fast corners, where the
Hesketh was a little understeery but for the most
part full of grip. Niki Lauda, by contrast
tentative, was one of the last to switch from
wets. James then used the traffic perfectly. He
did likewise in that Canadian GP of 1976, when
Patrick Depailler put him under pressure.

James was confident in his own ability but by
no means presumptuous. When he signed up
with McLaren for 1976 he knew he was joining a
team in which Emerson Fittipaldi had completed
excellent development work towards the end
of 1975. The new four-ply Goodyears seemed to
suit the McLaren M23 perfectly; the car was
stiffer than a Ferrari — and Ferrari, for their
part, were heading down a de Dion rear-axle
development route to nowhere; for James, in
other words, there were no real excuses.

Having driven only for Hesketh, though — for
a one-car team — James genuinely didn’t know
how quick he was going to be. I remember him
talking about it over the winter. His biggest
concern was Jochen Mass — the driver who had
once replaced him in an F3 team. Logically, this

German team-mate was going to be his main




opponent. After first practice at Interlagos,
though, it was clear: James was going to have
about as much trouble with Jochen as he would
with the desk girls at the Hilton when he asked
them to join him for a quick drink after supper.

James drove in a very Kimi-like way, never
overloading the outside rear and never letting
the car slide more than a few degrees out of line.
All his pace came from his commitment towards
the minimum-speed point — from the entry
phase of the corner — and all his consistency
came from that beautiful feel for load. His hand-
foot co-ordination was up there with Michele
Alboreto’s; he braked late — but never joltingly
s0. There was a finesse to his driving that came
under the heading, ‘pure athleticism’. Fast
corners were his forté. So were pole laps.

He was organised and packaged, despite the
aura of the gnarled toes and the nicotine-stained
fingers. He knew what was important; he had no
time for the irrelevant. In his retirement vears
he lived near me — first in Comeragh Mews by
Barons Court, then in Normand Mews near
Queen’s Club Gardens. I'd see him walking
Oscar, his beloved German shepherd dog, on
a crisp Tuesday morning,

“Morning James.”

“Morning Windsor.”

“Much on?”

“First thing is Oscar’s ablutions. Have you

seen the new fenced area down there by the

HUNT LAUDA RUSH SPECIAL ==

" Leading Ronnie Peteréun inan
F3 race'in 1969 at Cadwell Park

- Rose Bearings were Hunt's
| |.sponsors in F2 and F3 (above);
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park? Wonderful. It's basically a dog toilet.
Oscar’s extremely impressed. Come on Oscar.
Don’t shilly-shally...”

Up at Turnberry, where James was scheduled
to play a round with Lee Trevino and Seve
Ballesteros, he arrived looking a bit tired in his
massive 6.9-litre Mere. “I've had to drive up
half-throttle. Can’t afford the petrol.”

James, not for the first time, was being eaten
alive by carnivorous divorce lawyers.

“Wonderful news, though. The hotel has a
special room for Oscar. He has his own running
water and can come and go as he likes.”

To this day, Oscar remains the only dog ever
to have been given permission to accompany its
master on rounds of golf at either Wentworth or
Sunningdale. Oscar would cease to pant during
backswings and would make himself useful by
spotting balls lost in the undergrowth.

At the Niirburgring in 1975, 1 was eating in a
tavern when in walked James, accompanied by
Alexander Hesketh.

“Well, I've won the bet,” said James loudly.

“What bet?” we asked.

“I bet James that the bollards were made of
plastic, not concrete,” announced the corpulent
Lord Hesketh. “He was right and I was wrong,.
My crumpled 911 bears testament. James, here’s
vour five quid. I assume dinner’s on you?”

James and Niki were good friends in 1976
— better friends than two championship rivals

== I-'.Ii .__._- -

With first wife
Suzy Miller (this
picture); and Barr
Sheene (above)
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could ever be today. They respected each other
as the two best drivers in Fi. They didn't have to
say it. They knew it. To James, Niki was the
scientist who rationed his skill according to the
risk. To Niki, James was an eloquent, intelligent
and fast racer, who never backed away.

Their only edgy moment came after James
lost his points from Brands Hatch [he'd crashed,
failed to complete a full lap on his return to the
pits and was subsequently not allowed to join
the restart. This decision was reversed due to an
angry reaction from the crowd, but Hunt was
later disqualified]. Niki was quoted in the press
as saving “Good.” James thought that was pretty
poor. They met in the lobby of the Holiday Inn.
Stony looks all round. James announced he
would not attend the afternoon’s safety meeting.
He wanted Niki, when next he saw McLaren
number 11 alongside him on track, to know he
was more interested in racing than talking.

And James was funny. At Imola, in 1981, just
before the race start, I saw him staggering from
the Marlboro motorhome. He'd never raced at
Imola; the place was new to him.

“Where are the pits here?” he asked, deadpan.

And that, for me, said a thousand words, not
least of which were, “F1 often takes itself a little
too seriously™; “I can do this job with my hands
tied”; “Why do we have to keep spoiling happy
Sunday afternoons with an F1 race?”; and
“Life’s good. I'm glad I'm alive...” @
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The word ‘maverick’ doesn’t quite do justice
to Kimi Raikkonen. The lightning-fast Finn has
one of the most unorthodox approaches to life
when compared with the rest of the F1 fraternity
— as you're about to discover. Yet despite his
off-track antics, there has been no indication
that his freakish pace and on-track brilliance
have been compromised

Given his usual reluctance to share too many
of his thoughts with interviewers, we were
nervous that this might be quite a short chat.
But, as it happened, Kimi enjoyed not having to
answer the same mundane questions that are
thrown at him at every single GP. These were
your questions, and you weren't afraid to tackle
some of the more interesting aspects of his life.

The one question vou didn't ask — and the one
he was refusing to speak about when he sat down

with FI Racing, was the state of his hair: the
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sides of his head had just been shaved, to curious
effect. A dare gone wrong? An eventful late
night? That will be a question for another time...

What was the relationship like between you
and your rally co driver, Kaj Lindstrom?
Briony Dixon, UK

The relationship with Kaj? He was my co-driver,
but I knew him from before. He's my friend and
still is, so hopefully one day we can again be in
the same car and do some more rallies together.
[ enjoyed the time I rallied with him. Obviously
you have to have a good co-driver — he’s very
experienced and he knows exactly what to do.
He taught me a lot. We had a very good
relationship and when vou are sitting in a car
for 12 hours a day, it doesn’t work if you're not
friends. That would just be a nightmare. So,

yes, he'’s a great guy.

kkonen

tO open up In response
1IS, puNCN-Ups,
rock, late nights... and badminton

Kimi, of all the road cars you’ve ever
owned or driven, which is your favourite?
Shane Wood, UK

My favourite road car is a Volkswagen Multivan
because you can put a lot of stuff in it and you
can leave it anywhere you want and if someone
scratches it, it doesn’t matter. Nobody looks at it,
nobody notices it. It's very useful and it’s just like
driving a normal car. That’s what I use daily.

I read a few years ago that in Formula
Renault, you had to be woken up to get

in your car before races. Do you often get
caught sleeping before races now?
Richard Beard, UK

I usually sleep before a race if I have got the
time, but it depends on the schedule. It might
only be half an hour at times. I like to sleep
when I can. =
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Does the tattoo on your forearm hold
any meaning?
Brian Waldron, USA

No. It doesn’t have any meaning at all.

How did you become close friends with
Sebastian Vettel? And which of you is
better at badminton?

Lily Fenton, UK

I'm definitely better at badminton; I've won
every time so far. We met, I don’t remember at
which race, but it was a party and then we started
to talk. He's just a normal guy. We're friends and
we used to live very close to each other, so we
ended up playing badminton. We haven't played
for a while though because he’s moved further
away. So the last time was last year.

Kimi, I'm also a big fan of James Hunt

— what do you admire most about him?
Andrew Creed, UK

It's not just him: I like mostly the time in which
he raced. It looked fun and more relaxed and I'm
sure that it would have been nice to be racing at
the same time as him. I liked the style then... it

was a bit different to now.

Your name is on Axl Rose’s ‘thanks’ on the
Guns 'n’ Roses Chinese Democracy album
sleeve. Can yvou enlighten us as to why?
Natalie Bartholomew, UK

[ know Axl] and the first time I met him was in
England, I can’t remember the vear, something
like 2004. Guns 'n’ Roses played, I went to see
him and we got talking, so maybe that’s why.
When I was vounger I was a fan of their music.

What benefits did you get from leaving F1
to concentrate on the WRC? Would you
recommend it to more drivers in F1?
Chris Graham, UK

I would still like to do rallies at the same time as
F1. I don't think there is any harm, I know the

reasons why they don’t let people do it because
there has been one bad experience, but you can
have an accident anywhere on the normal roads.
[ enjoy it; it's such a different and difficult sport
and it’s good fun. I don't know if doing it helped,
but it certainly didn’t harm. It’s not easy, but I'd
definitely like to do it again — hopefully as soon
as I can. But it depends on many things.

Kimi, vou are renowned for being a man
of few words. How would yvou describe
your 2013 season so far in three words?
Stella Kourtellidou, UK

Not too bad.

Is this media obligation boring vou? What
would vou do if vou had free time now?
Kyle Griffiths, UK

It’s a part of the work, the media — it always has
been. To be honest, it's not the reason [ am here,
I'm not the biggest fan of it, but I know there are
a lot of other things in Formula 1 beyond just
driving. It's normal, it’s the same story, the same
people over the vears, so it’s just part of it.

Are you likely to drive for Red Bull next
vear alongside Sebastian Vettel?

Jessica Kelsey, UK

[ don’t know, I've said many times I have no
contract yvet for next vear. That’s why I cannot
answer. If I knew then I would happily say, so
people would stop asking me the same question

— 1 have nothing so far.

Were you really “having a shit” in Brazil
'06 when Martin Brundle asked why you
weren’t at the Schumacher/Peleé tribute?
Jorge Murillo, Spain

Actually, yes. I don't lie, otherwise I wouldn't
have said it. I was in the toilet.

Would you like to go out with me?

Mart Armant, USA

I don’t know. It depends on many things. You go
out with someone you think is a nice person and

you have a good time — you cannot just say ves.

What Formula 1 car from any era would
yvou most like to have driven?

David Leon Adams, New Zealand

[ would like to drive cars from the 1970s or
1960s. I've only seen cars from that era close up
and sat in them, but never driven them. It would
be nice to see and feel how they drive. I think it
would be quite a different story to a modern car.

Given the choice: vodka or Red Bull?
Bob Meewan, UK
Vodka.
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Kimi's F1 favourites:
the 2005 MP4-20
(above) and 2007's
title-winning F2007
(far right). His 2011
WRC Citroén is
pictured to the right

Kimi, what is vour favourite meal,
favourite drink and favourite city?

Adam Jaros, Czech Republic

I don't have one favourite. I like chicken and
pasta and I quite like milk, especially when I'm
at home. Not White Russians, I stopped those...
And my favourite city is probably Zurich in
Switzerland. It's fun and not too big.

Kimi, if a cocktail should bear your name,
what would be the recipe?
Yannick Hedou, France

Probably vodka, soda and orange juice.

Which is a better showcase of a driver’s
skill and talent: F1 or WRC?

Chris Hand, USA

I would have to say rallying because it’s so
difficult and there are so many things that you
have to concentrate on all at the same time.
In Formula 1 vou can learn the circuit, but

in a world rally car every corner is different
on different stages, so I personally think that

rallying is much more difficult. Maybe the rally

Of all the Formula 1 cars that you‘ve driven over
the years, which one is your favourite and why?

probably the most important one I drove. And also in 2005, the McLaren was really quick.

guys would say Formula 1 is harder, but from
my point of view it is the other way around.

Kimi, what makes vou smile?
Paul Williams, UK

Many things make me smile, not just one thing,.

Good things.

\ .
.‘.\ -.l 'u:lllt "-‘.

There have been quite a few, so it’s hard for me to choose just one. Maybe the Ferrari with which I won the championship in 2007 — it was

gy,
W M.\'Ii

Hey Kimi, how difficult is it to race a
speedboat while wearing a gorilla suit?
Adam Richard, Australia

I actually didn’t race it, but everybody thinks I
did. I was in it, but [ didn’t drive it. In the picture
published it wasn’t me, but nobody knows that
because I was also in a suit — there were six of us.

What was going through vour mind last
yvear when you drove up that escape road
in Brazil and found the gate was locked?
Peter Sim, UK

I'd been up that escape road once before and
on that ocecasion there was no gate. Once 1 went
off the circuit T knew that it was quicker to go
up that way, but there was the gate this time so
I had to turn around and come back. Hopefully

next time it’ll be open.

How did you first become interested in
motor racing?

Ronald Ooms, Belgium

One of my parents’ friends’” sons was driving a
kart — I went to see him, then I had a go. But —»
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YOU ASK THE QUESTIONS

before that, I used to do a bit of motocross.

My brother used to race motocross, too.

Which is your favourite ice cream?
Jason Balty, UK
Probably vanilla and chocolate.

Given your love of motorbikes, have
you ever considered trying your hand
at racing them instead of cars?

Simon Andrews, UK

I still do it when I can. In Finland I've done
some small races, and if I had some more time
available then I would do more.

Would vou ever go back to Ferrari?
Marek Sawezuk, Poland

I don't know, I've said many things that I never
do... but you never know.

Do you like any of the other drivers?
Philip Waterman, UK

I get on with most of them okay, but the driver
I know the most is Sebastian. I don’t know the
others, I don't know what they do and, to be
honest, I'm not that interested.

You love gadgets, so what is your most
recent must-have toy?

Mike Stafford, UK

To be honest, I don’t really have that much
stuff: I had a few cars but I sold them. My most
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favourite toy that I have now is a motocross bike.
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What would keep you awake at night ?
Steve Barlow, UK

Many things: I like to stay awake at night. If I'm
at home then I get up late in the day. I've always
preferred being up at night.

With almost half of the season already
gone, how do vou feel about your
chances of being able to win the world
championship this year?

Deborah Hargreaves, Isle of Man

Difficult, for sure. If you look at our speed
right now and over the past couple of races it
hasn’t been easy. We'll keep on trying until
it's no longer possible and, you never know,
things can happen.

Of all the different forms of motor

racing you've tried, what’s been most
challenging? And is there anything vou’ve
not yet tried that you really would like to?
Wayne Scobie, UK

I once got offered to try a Ducati MotoGP bike
but I'm not sure if I'll have the time to do it — it
would be nice to try it one day just to see how
fast it will be.

Did you enjoy the time you spent doing
national service?

Steve Bather, UK

No, I didn't. Afterwards it was fun — I mean
when I look back on it now. But at the time

[ didn’t enjoy it and wanted to stop it.

How close were you to a Williams drive
before your return to F1?

Stratos Filalithis, UK

[ was pretty close to it. We had discussions, but
how close? It wasn't as close as Lotus — but it
wasn't far off. T don’t think it would have gone

entirely as expected.

Who would you rather punch? Sergio
Pérez or Luca di Montezemolo?
Thomas Halstead, UK

I don't answer this one.
Do you smoke?

Roman Pacak, UK

Sometimes. @
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~ “THE EXIGE S ROADSTER
- ISAQUICK, AGILE LITTLE
- SPORTSCAR AND LOOKS
REALLY COOL.”
KIMI RAIKKONEN

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO ARRANGE A TEST DRIVE, 5 5,
PLEASE VISIT LOTUSCARS.COM KIMI RAIKKONEN

Official fuel consumption, Lotus Exige S Roadster in mpg (l/100km): Urban 19.5 (14.5}, Extra Urban 37.2 (7.6}, Combined 28.0 (10.1). CO, emissions: 236 g/km.
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Can vou share your thoughts on Mark Webber’s
announcement that he is quitting F1, the timing
of it, and who will replace him next season?
Firstly, I think we need to recognise everything
Mark has done for the team. Since joining us in 2007
he’s grown with us, and all nine of his victories [pre-
Hungary] and all but one of his 37 podiums have come
in Red Bull cars. He's made a significant contribution to
our three constructors’ world championships and also
to how the team have performed over the past few years.
Obviously it's a big decision for any driver to draw a
close to their career. He's decided to do that early and
he’s therefore removed himself from any speculation
about next year. That puts us in a situation where we
want to pick the best candidate for that role. We're
fortunate that we have the pool of talented young
drivers at Toro Rosso to draw upon, and we will
also gauge who else is available in the marketplace.
Kimi Raikkonen is a driver you would be foolish
to ignore. However, we're going to take our time. It's
important that we make the right decision as we don't
need to rush. We'll evaluate the options available to us

and try to make the best decision we can.

Do vou think Kimi Riaikkonen will see

the attraction of driving for Red Bull?

Any driver is going to be interested by the equipment
at their disposal. Any driver, any competitive driver,

is going to want to be in the most competitive
environment he can be in. I guess that’s the same for
Kimi as it would be for any driver. But let’s just be clear
here, we're not just looking at Kimi Raikkonen: we also
have Daniel Ricciardo and Jean-Eric Vergne who are
true contenders for that seat. We just need to take a bit
of time to look at all of the options available to us.

If vou choose a driver who isn’t currently
racing with Toro Rosso, what does that say
about the success of your sister team, given that
their purpose is to blood stars for the future?
The whole purpose of that team is to give young drivers
within the Red Bull Junior programme the opportunity,
but there’s no prerequisite that they have to end up in

a Red Bull seat. They have to earn that on merit. They
have the opportunity, they're both at Toro Rosso on
merit because of what they've achieved in the lower
categories. Both Jean-Eric Vergne and Daniel Ricciardo
had excellent junior careers and they're both in a
learning phase, as they've come into Formula 1. Both
are exciting prospects for the future.

The fundamental question is whether either of them
is ready? That’s something we will have to look at and
contemplate quite carefully, but they certainly both
deserve their place in Formula 1. Toro Rosso do an
excellent job in developing those young drivers and
we've seen that Sebastian Vettel is obviously the most

successful graduate from that team.

What do vou make of the outcome of the FIA
Tribunal over the Pirelli tyre test carried oul
by Mercedes at Barcelona?

[ think the relevant parties made their case and the
judges did a good job in running the Tribunal and
had all the facts placed in front of them. The verdict
they reached was, I think, the right one. The penalty
they applied? Possibly it was a bit soft, but it was a
fair process and it was certainly interesting to see how
it panned out. The biggest thing to come out of it is
clarity. We need to know what the rules are — whether
you can test a 2011 car for more than a 1,000km or
whether you can test a 2013 car.

The big thing for us moving on from the Tribunal is
to get absolute clarity for the remainder of this yvear and
moving forward as to what constitutes testing and what
does not. For example, are we allowed to test our 2014

engine from our third-party supplier?

In any large commercial organisation, when a
senior official manager is under threat of legal
action, it would be normal for him to step down
until the matter is settled. Do yvou agree that
Bernie Ecclestone should move aside while the
German legal prosecutors pursue their case?
To be quite frank, Formula 1 is what it is because of
Bernie Ecclestone, the way he’s built the sport over
the past 35 years. Everything we see here is based on
what he’s done and achieved and I think that without
him we’d be in a lot of trouble. I think the deals he’s
still doing and the circuits and countries to which he's
still taking Formula 1 are quite outstanding, and while
he has the passion and enthusiasm to keep doing his
job, it’s in our interests that he does it for as long as
absolutely possible. I think the day after he isn't there,
the sport will be a lot worse off.

So whatever his situation, I think it’s entirely right
that he does continue because I can't see there being
a better person for the role than Bernie.

What is vour view on the new-for-2014 FIA rule
changes, bringing in driver penalty points and
the return of in-season testing?
By and large I think they're good. 1 think the aero
restrictions and testing changes make sense. We've
gone to eight days or four two-day tests so we’ve got
rid of promotional days and straightline running and
so on to now create proper testing. Arguably it's maybe
slightly more expensive, but it gives young drivers and
test drivers a chance to actually run at those events.
I'm not a fan of the licence points system; I don’t
like the thought of points carrying from one season
into the next. In our position, we would have preferred
penalties within a season to be dealt with within a year.
But I think that by and large the changes are good and
positive. Certainly on the technical side and from a

sporting side with the testing, they make sense. @)
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through. So, too, when considering the clan of racing drivers
these wide open spaces have bred. Will Valtteri Bottas, we
wonder, as we pass swiftly across roads he has known
intimately since his youth, happily inherit the ‘Flying Finn’
mantle carried with such verve by the likes of Keke Rosberg,
Mika Hakkinen and Kimi Raikkonen before him? Or would
that be cookie-cutter reductive of an individual whose F1
mission must be to make his own mark, distinct from those
who have scorched the tracks before him, even as he
acknowledges their legacy? We shall see...

Before travelling north into Finnish back country, to one of
Valtteri’s old stomping grounds, FI Racing had spent much of
the previous evening in his company, along with his sports-
star girlfriend Emilia Pikkarainen, a member of the Finnish
Olympic swimming squad and one of the country’s most
promising athletes. Considering they're a proto-Posh 'n’
Becks, they make a distinctly low-key, un-starry couple,
tucked away in a quiet corner of Helsinki's poshest hotel —
the five-star Kamp. There’s not much chit-chat going on,
though they’re obviously happy in each other’s company and
enjoying the early-evening midsummer vibe.

“Finns communicate without speaking,” Valtteri jokes later
and perhaps the lack of small talk can be explained by his
preoccupation with the lightly scripted Williams F1 media
schedule for that evening, which will juggle dinner with
prime-time TV guest spots. His return is big news in the
sports bulletins: this visit is a rare homecoming for Bottas,
and being joined by the camera-friendly Emilia, who's also
used to balancing a demanding race/training schedule, vaults
them up the running order,

These pressures aside, Valtteri's happy enough to shoot the
breeze, chatting first about lonkero, Finland’s universally
imbibed grapefruit and gin tipple, which is being consumed
with gusto by some of the Kamp’s terrace customers. For

an abstemious racing driver, Bottas is surprisingly
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knowledgeable about this popular beverage, recounting
how it was introduced in 1952, during Finland’s Olympic
summer and proved such a hit with locals and visitors alike
it'’s now regularly sold on draught, like beer. Gin and
grapefruit juice by the pint... goes some way to explaining
Finns’ party-loving reputation.

Such tittle-tattle isn’t why he’s here though and talk moves
swiftly to racing, his F1 vear to date and the challenges of a
rookie season. He's fresh from that stellar P3 in Montréal
qualifying, and a smile creeps across his face when we
mention that it was the first true affirmation of his widely
hailed talent. “In those conditions the car was really good,” he
says. “Everything went right and the team did a really good
job. Also, in the wet, the car is a bit more equal — for some
reason it’s suited me quite well — and I had a nice lap in all
periods of qualifying. So, yeah, it was okay.”

His features morph into an expression of bashful
satisfaction that's an exact replica of the look on his face
when he stepped from the cockpit of his FW35 in Montréal
parc fermé, to be greeted by a thousand popping flash guns.
‘Did I do that?’ his visage demanded. Yes, Valtteri, you did.

ul |

It’s still early days in Bottas’s Fi career and
international superstardom is some way off. So plugging a
three-day media trip into his schedule isn’t yet the logistical
nightmare it could one day become. Indeed, he’s happy to be
home in Finland, having encouraged the team’s media troupe
to ‘send him back’ and allow him to share some of the
delights of Finland’s lung- and head-cleansing emptiness,
divvied up among a population of just 5.4million.

That equates to a lot of acreage per person, as well as a
whole lot of lakes — more than 100,000 by some counts. So a

lake for every 54 people and some are vast. The biggest, =

=

Valtteri takes to the
ice at Pajulahti - he
was a keen ice-hockey
player in his youth and
it runs in the blood...
father Rauno also
played to a high level
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Bottas greets his
fans then braves the
rather chilly water of
lake Iso-Kukannen,
with Olympic swim
squad girlfriend Emilia
Pikkarainen - who
taught him to swim,

three years ago

Saimaa, in the south-east, covers 1,700 square miles. No
surprise, then, that a bracing dip is scheduled for the
afternoon. “He’s a country boy at heart,” observes one
member of the Williams team. “He's always talking about
how much he loves Finland.” And there’s no faking the sense
of contentment apparent in Valtteri’s manner as he treads his
home turf. “It’s nice being home,” he admits, with that oh-so-
characteristic Finnish understatement. “I spent a lot of time
here when I was younger, so everything feels very familiar.
It’s good to be back.” We soon learn precisely why he’s so at
ease. We've tailed Valtteri to the Pajulahti ice hockey rink,
where he once showed terrific form on skates in Finland'’s
junior ice hockey leagues.

That was seven vears ago, though, and today will be the
first time he’s stepped onto the ice since giving up the sport
to concentrate on his accelerating motorsport career.

The rink and adjoining sports centre are perched on the
shores of Lake Iso-Kukannen, the site being something of a
honeypot for athletically inclined Finns. Word has spread fast
among the Pajulahti massive that their speedy local lad might
be making an appearance and, by 10am, the car park is filled
with enthusiastic teens. They’re as

!
keen to see Bottas and score an

autograph as they are to watch top
local ice hockey team The Pelicans,
against whom Valtteri will play, in
a scratch side. Bottas, bless him,
looks a tad nervous as he enters the
team changing room. And well he
might, for at 70kg against
opponents averaging 95kg per man,
he’s a pint against quarts.

This will not, assuredly, be full-
blooded, full-contact ice hockey,
but Valtteri’s taking no chances,
strapping protective gear across his
frame and posing for the cameras
with the carbon-fibre codpiece
thatll be protecting his cojones
(essential equipment, of course, for
those *big balls’ corners that remain
on the F1 calendar).

He's tentative at first as he tours

the rink, stick in hand, feeling for grip, just as he might in a
race car, But within ten minutes the connectedness he once
took for granted has returned and he’s spearing around the
ice, performing all the sprint starts, arced curves and scraping
halts essential for gameplay. Be it on ice or on asphalt, that
neural pathway between playing surface and seat-of-the-
pants is attuned most finely in the Bottas spinal column.
And he’s one mean shot at goal. Within a quarter of an hour,
he’s smashing the puck ruthlessly towards the hapless
Pelicans goalkeeper. One of his shots is an inch too high and
— brilliantly — blasts a GoPro camera mounted on the
crossbar to smithereens. The shot prompts a hearty roar
from the spectating throng.

He looks to be in his element and as he pulls up in front of
FiR during a break in play, his exhilaration is evident from
his fast-paced chatter and the cloud of steam that rises from
his head as he lifts off his lid. The boy’s been working and has
the sweat trails to prove it. “It feels great, veah,” he laughs,

“I'm really enjoying myself. It's a shame 1 don’t get the chance

Saw a
Kart track
ANad that
wWas It..
there was
NO turning
DACK”

to do this any more. I was a bit nervous, but as soon as I got
in the changing rooms, it felt the same.”

Bottas Sr, Rauno, played ice-hockey to a high level, Valtteri
tells us, although his career was curtailed by a leg-breaking
shunt on this very rink. “I was lucky,” Valtteri adds. “I never
got injured in ten years.” Given his father’s love of the sport
— a Finnish national obsession — it was inevitable that
Valtteri, a physically gifted youth, should be drawn towards
the rinks. But it was Finland’s other fixation, motorsport,
that made his heart beat fastest.

“My dad used to drive me here to play, and one day — 1
must have been five or six — I saw a kart track and got really
excited. That was it; there was no turning back.” Ice hockey's
loss, motorsport’s gain and maybe, if those flashes of talent
can be applied to a fleeter chassis, Williams’ gain too. Bottas
is philosophical about the shortcomings of this year's FW35,
specifying corner entry and mid-corner performance as areas
of weakness. Then he mentions traction issues and it dawns
that Bottas has just described all the elements of cornering.
“There are still some technical issues with the car that can't
be fixed just like that,” he says, “but there are positives.”

For a young man of limited F1
experience, Bottas conveys a deep
sense of self-possession when he
talks — evidence of an inner
certainty that all will come good in
time. And when he mentions
compatriot double world champ
Mika Hikkinen, now Valtteri's
co-manager, he reveals the
foundation of that conviction.

“You learn so much from him,”
says Valtteri, “whether it's details of
circuits or the general approach to
F1. But the main thing he tells me
is: ‘trust yourself and everything
will be okay. Believe in your talent
and don't stress about anything
extra. Just do your best and that’s
it.” So that’s what I try to do.”

The reflective moment passes
almost before it has begun, as
Valtteri is whisked away to prepare
for a lake plunge. Preliminaries, inevitably, include time in a
sauna hot enough to turn Emilia — so fair-skinned she
appears almost translucent in bright sunlight — lobster pink.
They emerge and sprint to the lake, knowing that
temperatures of 20°C (that’s 7-8°C cooler than your local
pool) await. The dive, the splash, the squeals of shock as
warm bodies are assaulted by cold water... but once again
Valtteri is in his element, surfacing from his dunking with an
ecstatic grin. Together, Valtter: and Emilia look like any other
weekending sweethearts taking a break from the city. Just so
happens they're Finland’s hottest sporting couple.

Competition emerges between them, as it must given their
DNA, and a slow stroke to the shore soon becomes a head-to-
head sprint. It's won convincingly by Emilia — she’s a world-
class swimmer, after all — but a quiet aside is more revealing
than her *victory’. “Three years ago, when we met, he couldn’t
swim,” she says, “now we can train in the pool together.”

A fast learner is Valtteri Bottas. And dare we say it, a Finn

to his ice-cool core. @
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THE BIG

THEORY

F1's 2.4-litre V8 engines are

a potent cocktail of reliability,
power and efficiency. In this final
season of their use, we go behind
the scenes at Mercedes’ power
house to find out how they do It

PETER WINDSOR
STEVE ETHERINGTON/LAT & MERCEDES

It’s easy to take today’s 750bhp F1 powertrains for granted.
They're a bit like tyres: if they do what they should do, all the talk
surrounds the chassis and the driver. If they don't, the ‘experts’ of
the F1 world gather around to point their fingers.
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Enter, then, the engine men. They're not a
part of the race-by-race glitter show; they see
F1 daylight only on occasion. Yet they critically
affect the ongoing beat of the F1 pulse. They
don’t speak PR pap: they deal with numbers,
forces, temperatures, speeds... and with how
these elements crucially affect the winning.

So yvou approach the headquarters of Mercedes
AMG High Performance Powertrains in the
knowledge that it will all be okay. The name may
bedazzle; the vast expanses of grey and glass
may bemuse. But inside, vou know that real F1
people will be gathering by the coffee machines
or chatting by the microwaves. Inside, you know,
will lurk the racer’s heart.

Andy Cowell, a straight-talking engine man
with the bespectacled air of a college lecturer,
is a classic product of the British motor-racing
industry at its highest level: he is neat, organised,
self-critical, logical and ultra-competitive. He is
the man that Daimler, to their credit, appointed
managing director of Powertrains last winter.

Cost reduction has been a huge goal for the F1
industry over the past few years and, regardless
of what the purists say about the sameness
of templated F1 engines, there’s no denying
the success of the current V8 era in terms of
economy. Over nine years, engine costs have
been reduced by around 60 per cent. That's
a very impressive figure.

“For us, extending engine life reduces our
production costs,” says Andy. “Some parts are
homologated by the FIA — but they’re not big

performance differentiators, so even if we were
allowed to change them we probably wouldn'’t,
The main thing is stability. Stability means you
can buy bigger batch sizes and tolerate longer

lead times. Then the piece-price comes down.”

Ilmor — as they were before they became
AMG Mercedes High Performance Powertrains
— were famous for introducing beryllium
con-rods into Fi1. They plaved with ceramics,
too. So how important — or frustrating — was
the banning of these exotics?

“They were good cost savers,” says Andy. “The
regulations that came out with the new V8 in
2006 had significant material restrictions as well
as dimensional standards. That took us away
from some of the higher-cost materials, as well
as the processing cost of those materials. Has it
reduced performance? Not significantly.”

Then there’s headcount: “In terms of the
number of people looking after the V8, it has
reduced from the days of 2005-06, 2005 being
the last vear of the V10, when we were also
developing the V8. We needed lots of people
back then to develop normally aspirated engines.
[ think our headcount has remained stable over
the past eight years, but people are working on
more projects now. With the V8 homologation,
the headcount came down, but a lot of people
who worked on valve-trains and con-rods back
then now work on KERS and ERS [the new-
for-2014, heat-based energy recovery system].”

A 2013 engine is built to last 1,243 miles — and
it usually does, if yvou include Friday running

The history of engine capacity in F1

1950-1951: Make do and mend

In the post-war austerity era it

was expedient to use pre-war
machinery, so for the first two

years of its existence the Formula 1
world championship permitted two
types of engines: 4.5-litre naturally
aspirated and 1.5-litre supercharged.
These seasons were dominated by

Alfa Romeo's 158s, commissioned

in the late 1930s by Enzo Ferrari
when he worked for Alfa. With fuel
additives, their 1.5-litre supercharged
straight-eights could proauce aver
A400bhp, but fuel economy was best
expressed in gallons per mile..

1952-1953: Formula 2 rules

As the pre-war machinery became

obsolete, F1 grids began to dwindle.

As a stop-gap before new rules
came into force in 1954, the world
championship ran to Formula 2 rules
for two years - engines could be

no bigger than two litres, although
existing F1 cars were still welcome

in non-championship races. Ferrari's

Aurelio-Lampredi-designed four-
cylinder ‘'500° engine (named after

a single cylinder's volume in cubic

centimetres) powered Alberto Ascari

to the title in both years.

1954-1960: All change

Mew 2.5-litre regulations proved
popular because they offered

the possibility of increasing the
displacement of existing engines.
Ferrari initially persisted with their

in-line four’ before designing a new

4 5-litre 2.0-litre 2.5-litre

naturally naturally naturally 1.5-litre

aspirated aspirated aspirated naturally
1.5-litre 0.75-litre aspirated
supercharged supercharged

e o
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VB, Maserati went from four cylinders
to an inline six. Mercedes and Lancia
arrived on the scene with new
engines, a straight-eight and a V8.
Exciting times on track.

1961-1965: The drop to 1.5 litres
Once again Ferrari got the drop on
their competitors as F1 became a

1.5-litre formula. Many manufacturers

3.0-litre
naturally
aspirated

“The key thing is a group of engineers with

open minds, who can be creative in terms of
what a failure mode could be” Andy Cowell

wasted valuable development time

of embracing them, which enabled
Fhil Hill to win the title for Ferrar in
'61. The scene then became more
competitive as the likes of BRM
(with their own W8} and Lotus (with

caught up. Honda's V12 of 1964

was something to be heard...

1966-1985: A boost to the formula
lobbying against the changes instead  Many drivers and manufacturers
disliked the 1.5-litre formula, feeling
the cars lacked power, and that as

sportscar racing embraced ever

change. For 1966 the permitted
a Coventry Climax inline four and V8) displacement increased to three

prospered; Jack Brabham secured a

— but I wondered how long a current F1 engine
could actually live if it was really extended?

Andy laughs. “We've had current F1 engines
still running at around the mileage you require
for Le Mans — about 3,418 miles. Would every
engine go that distance? No it wouldn’t. With any
fatigue-based failure — and a lot of the failures do
have a fatigue or wear element to them — you've
got a normal distribution curve where some
will go a Le Mans distance. You need to ensure
that the few engines at the low end of the scale
will never spoil a race weekend. They are the
engines on which we focus. You have to really
understand the poor performers out of each
batch. What accelerates where? What induces
fatigue failures? It's understanding this, and
making sure you're very carefully monitoring all
the parameters that accelerate those phenomena
that is important.”

[ wonder if there’s still a certain amount of
‘black art’ to it — whether one engine can defy
logic, despite the numbers it produces? “I don't
think it's a black art,” says Andy, speaking as
an engineer. “One of the good things that came
out of homologation is that we had to build
ten engines to an identical specification. We
give them exactly the same pass-off in terms
of running them in, and then you look at the
power curves. And there is a spread; there’s a
spread across the ten engines. Why is that? This
was something we never had time to examine
before. Now we've spent time digging into
it and understanding it. Before, we were too
busy changing everything. It’s a very potent

supply of Repco’s parts-bin special
\'8s, which propelled him and team-
mate Denny Hulme to titles in ‘66
and '67. BEM pitched in with the
too-complex H16 before taking on

more powerful prototypes, F1 should \V12s: Ferrari went from V12 to flat-

12. Ford's Cosworth DFV V8 wasn't
reliable enough on its 1967 debut,

litres and, again, the fastest to adapt but it - and its successors - ran at

the cutting edge until the 1990s,
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performance upgrade, understanding that
spread! It's free, in terms of components. It's
not a new design. It's a careful understanding.
It's not an increase in cost, because the best
and the worst part in terms of performance and
reliability cost the same. It's just understanding
what the subtleties are.”

Okay — so when is an engine not an engine?
What entity, when yvou begin to strip down an
engine, ‘owns its characteristic? “It's down to
hard, careful thinking,” says Andy. “Swapping
bits around. Experimenting between the best
and the worst — and being brave enough to take
components from the best engine when the
inclination is to keep it running in the front line.
We're better off doing some carefully thought-
out experiments in the factory, swapping bits
around. Our performance-development guys are
brilliant at that sort of thing.”

All this involves engines comprising
approximately 3,000 components. “A lot of
those parts are in the cylinder head. There are
a lot of components for the valve-train, and in
the ancillaries for the pumps and so on. At the
bottom end perhaps less so, but up in the gear-
train — the bearings, the thrust-washers — it's
a relatively complicated assembly.”

What does Andy, as an engineer, think about
the shrill, shrieking sound of the current V&?

“I think that pitch is due to the exhaust and

the firing orders we all run. The engine is also
significantly higher-revving than we'd see in any
other racing category. I'm not sure the sound of
the engine is the most pleasant of noises. I'm not

a sound engineer, so [ don’t know whether it’s
because I'm always thinking about the bits inside
the engine and what they're doing, but in some
ways I think it's offensively loud.”

Power increases have been made vear on V8
year, despite regulations that allow development
only in the areas of fuel, oil, airhorn and
exhausts. Yet fuel consumption has reduced
dramatically, by 11 per cent to be precise, since
2006. “This comes from attention to detail — to
looking after every single droplet of fuel. Some
of that has come as a consequence of the ban on
refuelling, some from reminding ourselves that
burning a droplet of fuel produces heat rejection.
So don’t burn a droplet unless it's going to propel
the car. Be careful. Look for step-by-step gains.
It’s largely down to the calibration and the
sophistication of the calibration.

“A weight saving of 2.5 kg, in terms of fuel
produces about 0.1 seconds per lap. That’s
doable. In terms of power, all the hardware
is fixed and homologated as far as the surface
treatments (coatings and base materials) are
concerned, so the focus is what we do with the
oil to reduce friction. In an internal combustion
engine, friction is the devil. It subtracts from
the created power and manifests itself in a big
radiator requirement. For every kilowatt you can
lose in terms of friction it’s an extra kilowatt out
of the crankshaft and a kilowatt less to reject in
the radiator. It's always good to go chasing that.”

McLaren and Force India use ExxonMobil oil,
AMG Mercedes use Petronas. Amazingly, the
scientists behind the products have no idea about

The history of engine capacity in F1 (continued)

1977-1988: Turbo power

Renault pioneered turbocharging,
and from 1977 1.5-litre turbo engines
ran alongside normally aspirated
cars. By the mid-"80s turbos were
reliable and powerful enough to

become de rigever. Renault never had

a consistent or reliable enough car/
engine combination, so most wins fell
to TAG-Porsche, Honda and Ferrari
Vbs, and the BMW in-line four. The
FIA tried to balance performance

by increasing naturally aspirated
engines to 3.5 litres in 1987 and

3.5-litre
naturally
aspirated

cutting turbos’ boost pressures to
A barin'87 and 2.5 bar in '88, before
banning forced induction entirely.

1987-1994: Return to form

The 3.5-litre formula of 1987 came

into its own once turbos were

1992

the chemical constitution of their rival’s oil. All
Andy will say is that the two oils are “different”.

As the time of writing, the Mercedes V8 has
had only eight failures from 600 race starts.
That’s an impressive stat — but it perversely
makes the failures all the more interesting. Lewis
Hamilton’s last year in Abu Dhabi was a case
in point: he was leading the race — and then he
stopped. In full view of the world.

“We understand that issue now,” says Andy
ruefully. “The problem in Abu Dhabi was down
to a part failure in the fuel pump that caused
the pump to stop working — but we then found
another part in the pump was also failing. We
did a lot of testing to recreate that failure and
now we've done so. This drives you to do a lot
more ‘what if -type analysis. You need a group
of engineers who will start thinking of things
some engineers would class as ‘improbable’
or ‘impossible’. But you do it anyway. That’s
‘learning’. In the case of Abu Dhabi we had
a eureka moment as a result of nice, clean
experimentation and now have more confidence
in the life-cycle of that assembly. The key thing
is a group of engineers with open minds, who
can be creative in terms of what a failure mode
could be. That is using the emotional side of
an engineer. But you also need them to be
exceptionally structured and diligent as they do
the experiment, then to be robotic in the belief
in the output from the experiment.”

No surprise, then, that Andy has a very
open-plan layout in the engineering offices at
Brixworth. It's easy to chat with whoever you

banned. Honda and Renault V10s
ruled from 1989-94, eyed envicusly
by those with Ford HBs and Judd
VV8s. Italians preferred V12s, though
Ferrari did better than Lambaorghini.
Of Life’s W12 - three in-line fours,
60° apart - the less said the better.

I
15993 1994 | 1585 1886 18997

3.0-litre
naturally
aspirated
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“We fully understand

that issue now.
We had a eureka

moment as a result

of nice, clean

experimentation”
Andy Cowell on Lewis

Hamilton's Abu Dhabi 2012

engine failure

1995-2005: Safety measures
Displacement was reduced to three
litres in performance curbs brought in
after the death of Senna in "94. V10
became the de facto configuration -
Ferrari adopted it from 1996 onwards

- but, as ever, performance crept

1998

back up as cunning engineers found
ways to circumvent the spirt of the
law. Renault continued to dominate
until the late 1990s, but once Ferrari
and Mercedes got on top of their
reliability issues they became the

dominant forces out on track.

2006-2013: Cost-cutting

Spiralling spending and performance
prompted the FIA to impose smaller
engines, with tightly worded regs.
Exotic metals, variable valve timing
and variable inlet/exhaust systems
were banned. At the end of 2006,

2.4-litre
naturally aspirated
- V8 configuration f

manaatory

like. “For people to work long hours — which is
what every boss wants — it’s best for people to
have fun,” he says. “For people’s brains to be
free-flowing it has to be fun. Time flies when
you're enjoying your work.”

The assembly plant, likewise, is beautifully
conceived. “If you want to be prepared in
motorsport, vou must be prepared for change.
Regulations can change quickly. Technologies
can change quickly. And therefore the ethos
behind the manufacturing hall is that vou could
quickly swap those machines for others. The
services are installed in a very flexible way.
The manufacturing hall is one big hall rather
than lots of separate boxes, and down the far
end vou could get an articulated lorry through
a doorway. It's designed to be flexible and
responsive. That helps for machine servicing as
well. It works well. It’s a nice environment.”

As is the UK for a company like this.

“We're in the middle of England, and that
means we re not far from anywhere. It's good
for relationships with suppliers, it’s good for
employment. Mercedes GP are 30-40 minutes
away. Force India are in between the two.
We're pretty well-placed.”

Indeed. In more senses of the word than
one, you might say. Cosworth to some extent
begat Ilmor (founders Paul Morgan and Mario
Illien met at Cosworth); and Ilmor begat the
Powertrains colossus we see today. The genes
are good. The financial strength is huge.

And the company, full of brilliant people, is
in very good hands. @

engines were homologated and
development was banned, although
tweaks to improve reliability’ could
be made with FIA permission. The
number of engines permitted per
season was reduced, and in 2009

the rev limit was set to 18,000rpm.
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THE MAURICE
HAMILTON
kIS

Rubens Barrichello

[

nave always fougnt really nara,

any time, anywnere, for one

DOINT

SUT seeling Michael In front

Oof me that gay was special. It
was a present from Goa”

Always the bridesmaid at Ferrari; just out of contention for the ‘09 title with
Brawn; very nearly a MclLaren driver; and infamously nearly crushed into the
wall by Michael Schumacher in Hungary 2010. Rubens Barichello’s career reads
like a catalogue of near misses but, as F1's Mr Affable explains, he's not bitter...

GLENN DUNBAR/LAT

ypical Rubens. Having experienced

with Williams a disappointing end

to his distinguished and lengthy

Formula 1 career, you'd think his
former team motorhome would be the last place
he would want to be seen having lunch. He
doesn’t give it a second thought. No problem at
all; he says that we'll meet there on the Friday of
the Spanish Grand Prix weekend.

Not only is Rubens made welcome, he is
immediately at home and happy to see his old
friends. The ever-efficient maitre d’, Jo Turley,
has reserved a table at the window, all the better
to assist with the photographs — but also, as
it turns out, to provide occasional diversions.
Passers-by, spotting Rubens, pop in to say
hello. We have Brazilian journos; there’s Dickie
Stanford, the Williams team manager — not
to mention Alan Jones and Alain Prost — all
stopping by the table, and Ferrari personnel
saluting cheerfully as they walk past. The hour or
so we spend in conversation fills in detail of the
impromptu display of widespread affection for

this most popular of drivers.
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Rubens has been part of the scene for a long
time — as I know only too well, having kept
company with him while writing a fly-on-the-
wall account of Jordan GP during his debut
season with the team in 1993. Then, by another
stroke of good fortune, Barrichello happened to
be driving for Stewart GP when I was recording
their extraordinary first vear in 1997.

Qur relationship subsequently became more
distant thanks to the media defences in position
in the very different surroundings of Ferrari, a
situation that was completely reversed during an

eventful and unique season with Brawn in 2009.

I—

A lot of ground to cover, then, as he arrives
smiling and bang on time. Typical Rubens.

Maurice Hamilton: It’s a nice surprise, seeing
you again at grands prix. What are you up to?
Rubens Barrichello: I'm doing ten races for
Globo TV, including the European GPs,

Abu Dhabi, Singapore and Brazil.

MH: Have you done TV commentary before?

RB: They invited me to try it for the first time in
Brazil last year. To be honest, I've always liked
working on camera. People think F1 is very
technical, which it is, but if I can make my son
understand, I can tell others as well.

MH: Aside from expressing it in layman’s terms,
drivers can get across what it actually feels like in
the car, whereas the rest of us have no idea. What
impresses me most is how drivers look at a car
on the move and detect all sorts of things about
the fuel load or tyre degradation or whatever,
RB: Yes, you can point something out and peaple
suddenly say: “Oh, right! I see that now.” At the
Bahrain Grand Prix, for example, I noticed there

was a problem with Alonso’s rear wing before
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the TV cameras picked it up. When I saw the
drop in his performance, I began to look really
closely at the Ferrari and, as he went by the
commentary box, I could see the DRS flap was
way beyond its limit,

MH: You've always enjoved the technical side,
haven’t you? I'm reminded of that when I recall
vour first F1 season in 1993 with Jordan. They
didn’t have any other driver initially and there
yvou were, doing all the testing with the new car
and the new Hart engine — a novice carrying all
the responsibility of giving feedback.

RB: Before that, I remember my first test at
Silverstone at the end of 1992. They allowed me
only six laps because Stefano Modena, a team
driver that year, was going around. So it was
like: ‘Okay, let this Brazilian kid who's brought
in money do some laps.” And I went faster than
Modena ever did. After that, I took care of

the tests. I had a great relationship with Gary
Anderson [Jordan’s then technical director]
and he could see that although I had very little
experience, 1 had such a feeling for the car.
MH: But weren't vou overawed by that? I mean,
there you were — what age were you?

RB: I was 19 at the time.

MH: And you were in an F1 car after F3000 and,
before that, F3 and Formula Vauxhall Lotus. In
the space of three years you were in an F1 car.
But the team was growing as well; it was only
the start of Jordan’s third year in F1. How do
yvou look back on all that?

RB: It was a great experience, a great way to
begin my F1 career. It was a small team with not
a lot of cash to get things done. The 1993 car
wasn't great to qualify, but it was okay on full
tanks. The best thing I remember was running

seventh in Brazil, which was only my second
race, before I had a hydraulics problem.

MH: It was the next race that mattered, wasn’t it?
RB: Yeah, Donington Park (the European Grand
Prix). I started 12th and by the end of the first
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teacher. Peop
fun of Nim, bus

lap I was fourth. Unfortunately there was a
problem because the race was wet, dry and then
wet again: the traction control was working too
hard and using too much fuel. They calculated it
wrongly, although at the time they said it was

a fuel-pump failure — or something like that.
MH: We all remember that race for Ayrton
Senna’s fantastic drive. It was such a shame

you couldn’t get on the podium with your hero
because you were in third when the car stopped.
RB: If I had finished third, I would not have been
able to stand up on the podium. I had a modified
seat because of a lower-back problem. The seat
was pushing my lower back forwards. When 1
got out of the car, I couldn’t stand up; they took
me straight to the medical centre. Saying that,

I probably would have found a way to stand
beside Ayrton if I'd finished. Then we almost got
a point at Magny-Cours. I had a very long brake
pedal and I lost a position to Michael Andretti’s
McLaren two laps from the end.

MH: You have fantastic recall. Can you remember
all of your 326 F1 races?

RB: Yes, all of them. My wife thinks there's
something wrong with me! But when I write my
book, it won't just be the straightforward facts. I
will want readers to know there has been much
more to my life, from a poor — financially poor,

I mean — background. When you think what we
achieved, it's been phenomenal. The way my
father went to great lengths and through great
hardship to make sure I had the best equipment.
MH: I was always impressed by the way your dad
was quietly in the background; he never got in
the way, but he made sure he was there for you.
RB: I had a lot of support. He was a fanatic;

he loved racing, but he didn’'t understand very
much, so at one point we were learning together.
MH: Have you learned from that when dealing
with your boys?

RB: Absolutely. Eduardo is 11 and he is already

racing. I was there for his first race. He did very

well and when it was over, I asked him: “Did

[ talk too much? Is it something that I need to
watch?” He said it was okay, although sometimes
[ was talking about two or three things at the
same time and it was a bit much. So I need to
step back. The fact that I'm not there for two or
three races is actually good. He will have a lot
more pressure than I did.

MH: Are his helmet colours like yours?

RB: Yes, mainly white — but, if you remember,
there was one he painted for me when I was
racing for Williams. That’s become his helmet
livery, with the orange at the sides having splits,
instead of being round like mine.

MH: That reminds me of Interlagos 1995 [the
first grand prix in Brazil since Senna’s death]
when you had Ayrton’s colours incorporated into
your helmet design. I don’t think I've ever seen
you so stressed as that weekend. That was a lot
of pressure, wasn't it?

RB: Even if I could re-live that weekend, I
wouldn’t. I felt it was like I was doing something
for somebody else; [ wasn't being myself. You
may have seen the moment when I embraced
my father and I cried — big time.

There were a lot of other pressures that
weekend. This was when [ was trying left-foot
braking for the first time. The telemetry then
was not as good as it is now. I didn’t know it, but
[ was touching the brake pedal a little when on
the straight and it was putting temperature into
the carbon discs. I was something like 3-4mph
slower than Eddie Irvine on the straight. But we
didn’t know why. It felt like I was putting my
hand in front of the airbox and the engine power
would drop. I told my father I was going to have
an accident because I was overdriving. 1 couldn’t
understand why I was quicker than Eddie in
most of the corners but losing out. After five or
six races, when I went back to right-foot braking,
[ finished second in Canada and the pressure

eased off. But it was a tough time in Brazil.
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o sometimes make
C | disagree with them”



Donington Park 1993: a race that will always be remembered

for Senna’s stunning win in the wet. But Rubens (right,
battling future foe Schumacher) put in an incredible drive,
moving his Jordan from 12th into third before retiring

MH: The pressure seemed to ease all round when sometimes make fun of him — you know, what

vou moved to Stewart in 1997 — even though he says and how he says it — but I disagree with
there was more responsibility in a sense because them. He is a guy who really put his heart and
his passion into being a racing driver and making
the show better.

MH: And how about as a driver? How did you

feel about his words of advice?

you were leading a new team into F1. As you

may remember, [ was lucky enough to be able

to watch the whole thing come together.

RB: Yeah, you seemed to be following me! But for
RB: He loved my smoothness behind the wheel.
He never told me anything about my driving
because when you choose someone to drive for

me — and I guess for you — it was very special to
be with a team that was starting off. Fascinating.
So much to learn; an incredible ambience. What
made it for me was working with Jackie Stewart. you and you are really sure, then it works. Maybe
He was the best teacher you could have. People we wouldn’t agree over this or that, but we would
talk it through. We never fell out over anything.
MH: I remember Jackie had a thing about
appearance — not yvou personally — but

the appearance of drivers generally.

RB: I still have the suit he had made for me.

MH: And the hand-made shoes?

RB: Yeah, everything was perfect. I haven't

changed much physically, which means I can still

Sir Jackie re-signs Rubens in Japan. Rolex,
courtesy of a happy boss, displayed proudly

wear the suit. It's so nice.

MH: Then there was the story about the Rolex...
Second place with Stewart GP in Monaco "97: RB: Ah, yes. My watch was a Timex and, as

a few tears - and one of his best races ever you know, Jackie had a thing with Rolex. So I

INSETS: LAT ARCHIVE
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said to him as a kind of joke: “Jackie, you need
to give me a Rolex Daytona.” He said: “Okay, if
yvou qualify in the top ten at the first two races,
I'll get one for you.” The first race, I qualified
11th, so — no watch. The second race, I was 11th
again. I asked for one more chance. I qualified
fifth for the next race in Argentina. I have this
picture that one of the mechanics took and you
can see the Timex in the air as I throw it from
the cockpit! I got my Rolex — with an inscription
from Jackie on the back.

MH: Monaco 1997 must be a great memory.
How does that rate?

RB: The wins [with Ferrari and Brawn] mean
more, for obvious reasons, but second place with
that car at Monaco was as good as a win. It was
our fifth race, I watched it the other day with my
kids. They love to watch races they were not able
to see at the time and I can talk them through it.
MH: That must be a wonderful thing to do.

RB: Yeabh, it is. I love it. We watched the 1996
Spanish GP, the one in the wet, which Michael
won. I was doing so well with the Jordan and
then we had a problem with the hydraulics. They
said it couldn’t be fixed. I was getting changed
when they shouted: “It’s fixed! Get back in
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Victories at Silverstone and Suzuka in 2003 rank as Barrichello’s two favourite wins as a Ferrari driver

the car!” I put my helmet back on without the
balaclava and without earplugs. I didn’t get too
far before the car stopped again — which was
lucky for me because it would have exploded
my ears if I'd been able to finish. I can tell you:
never, ever drive an F1 car without earplugs. 1
had that ‘Buuuuuzzzzz’ in my head for weeks.
MH: I interviewed you when you left Stewart for
Ferrari and I questioned the wisdom of it all,

given the fact it was more or less Michael's team.

You said you felt your talent would be enough;

just get in and drive the car. Which, in effect,

1s what vou did. But it didn’t quite work out as
you'd hoped, did it?

RB: At my first meeting, I told Jean Todt: “If
it’s written in my contract that I will not be able
to race for myself and win, I'm not interested.

[ want to be free to race.” He said that’s what
Ferrari wanted from me. 1 knew Michael was
really good and felt sure this was good for me
as I was going to be able to prove myself.

In the first few races, nothing much happened
because Michael was quicker. Michael didn’t
have bad days... but 1 was getting faster and
faster, closer and closer. Then they started to
talk about things that were not written in the
contract. Like the T-car, for example. They said
it was always Michael’s. But why? That wasn't
written in my contract — but it was written in
his. They talked about strategy but, when my
engineer left the room, they turned their chairs
away and they started to talk. Instead of fighting,
[ took my chair and sat with them. So, I've always
taken it positively without much blah, blah, blah.

There is no question that Michael was better
than me — on average. I've always said this in
Portuguese, so hopefully in English it will come
out okay. If you put myself and Michael into a
cage with a lion, I will probably be the only one
that will come out. Because I'll find my way. I'll
make it happen. So in the six vears that I was
there, I was finding my way. Driving for Ferrari
was such an enormous, great feeling. There was a
lot of pressure, but I've always liked the pressure.
But things started to collapse because they never
allowed me to be... good enough. At the end of
the day, they didn’t want it to change. That’s why
[ said to myself: I have the best car available, but
am [ happy? I wasn’t happy any more and I left

one year before the end of the contract.



MH: Was there a particular turning point when
you thought: enough is enough?

RB: The US Grand Prix in 2005. There were only
SIX cars racing.

MH: And you had the pitstops and almost
collided when Michael rejoined.

RB: Yes, but that wasn't the thing. Something
happened in the middle of the race that I will
reserve for my book, if you don’t mind. That
incident you referred to when leaving the pits
was a pure racing incident. I tried on the outside
and he hung onto his line. That was okay. During
the race, there was talking and... well, there were
only six cars and that’s what made me frustrated.
The way the conversation developed made me
furious and that's when [ decided to leave.

MH: I can’t wait to learn exactly what went on
there. It must have been significant for you

to feel that way. Moving on to more positive
experiences at Ferrari, which of those wins
stands out? I'm sure the first, Germany 2000,
must mean the most?

RB: The first is always the most emotional. The
reason I cried on the podium when I looked

at the sky was because, for some reason, I
remembered my father selling his car — the only

"I nings started to col

Decause

RB: It was horrible. But, for some reason, I knew
it I would be okay. My wife was thinking I was
crazy; my friends thought I had lost it. But I had
two little guys who knew their daddy would go
racing again some time. When Ross Brawn called
me, I was actually by myself in the pool area of
our country house, thinking about life. When he
asked if I could be there by Friday, I said:

“I can be there any time you tell me.” He said:
“We have a contract.” When 1 went to tell my
wife — I still become emotional when I think
about it — it was the best day of my life. It was
such a great feeling: I'm going to be driving!

To make it even better, it was here in
Barcelona that Jenson had the first run in the
new car. There was a lot of fuel on board and he
came back and said: “We're going to have a lot
of fun this year!”

MH: And if you hadn’t had such a difficult start
to the year with the brakes, the story might have
been even better.

RB: That might sound like an excuse, but it
wasn't, Jenson used Brembo and I used AP. In
2006, I couldn’t get Jenson’s brakes to work. So
I changed to AP. In '07 we tested again; no way
for me with Brembo. In 2008, the same thing.

aApse

—orrar never allowed

me to be... g00d enougn’

car we had — so I could race in the Brazilian kart
championship in 1987. If he hadn’t sold that car,
maybe I wouldn’t have been driving in F1.

But I have three top wins. Silverstone 2003:
magic in a place I've always loved. Even if I had
bad days, I had something over Michael then. I
knew Silverstone better than I knew Interlagos.
MH: Really? Even though Interlagos was just
over the fence from where you were brought up?
RB: Yes, really. Don't forget, I came to Europe
when [ was 16. At Interlagos I only did a couple
of tests, whereas I raced so much at Silverstone.
Suzuka 20073 was also special because I rate
Suzuka and Spa as driver’s circuits. And then
Valencia 2009 - that was super.

MH: By then, you were in the Brawn. But it must
have seemed during the winter that you would
not be driving anything at all in 200g9.

In 2009, I started with AP as usual but for some
reason I was running hotter rear callipers than
Jenson, which affected the tyres. It was minimal,
but I was always a little bit behind even though
I sometimes qualified ahead of him.

After six races, they suggested we try the
brakes again. We changed the brake material
and they worked perfectly for me on the ‘09
car. After Turkey, Jenson never qualified ahead
of me again [apart from at the Hungarian GP,
when Rubens suffered a mechanical failure in
Q2] but, by then, Red Bull were coming strong,
so I couldn’t get as many points as I would
have liked. It was a phenomenal year. If you
ask me when was my best chance of becoming
champion, I'd have to say it was 2009. I won
at Valencia and Monza with a car that was

not the best any more. But Jenson had won

six races at the beginning of the year. That
package with the Mercedes engine was just
phenomenal. It was a lovely car.

MH: Do you have one of the Brawn cars?

RB: I have one of the Honda cars. But I wish

I had a Brawn.

MH: I'll bet vou do! There was talk of vou going
to McLaren after that. What's the story there?
RB: | had a contract with Williams for 2010.

I really thought about McLaren, but I've always
had a good relationship with Sam Michael.

I went to Williams to make it work with Sam. I
was happy with that, but I have to say the offer
from McLaren was very tempting. I'd like to
think that if the F1 paddock remembers me for
one thing, it will be for my honesty. I couldn’t do
that to Sam — or to Williams. I say that without
any regret whatsoever. Unfortunately, I came in
when Sam was about to leave.

MH: So things never really went as planned for
you at Williams?

RB: Adam Parr was a financially driven man.
The rules had changed inside the team; Adam
needed to bring in money so it was not going
very well and the car was not fantastic. The first
year with Nico Hulkenberg was okay — I rate
Nico very highly. But there were a lot of politics
in the second year and even though I tried very
hard to stay in Formula 1 for my 20th year, I
was happy enough not to be involved in any of
the politics. If F1 didn’t want me any more,

I didn’t want to stay.

MH: Before we leave Williams and F1, I have to
ask you about Hungary and Michael Schumacher
in 2010. I remember you said that it actually
looked worse from outside the car than it did
from the cockpit. Even so, it looked pretty bloody
awful from where I was sitting.

RB: I have always fought really hard, any time,
anywhere, for one point. But seeing Michael in
front of me that day was special. It was a present
from God.

MH: What do you mean exactly?

RB: It was special because I was fighting Michael
without anyone in my ear telling me shit about
what I could and couldn’t do.

MH: Ah, right! Sorry, carry on...

RB: I said to myself: “If I have one chance I'm
going to take it.” Although I had a softer tyre and
it was coming good, it was very difficult to follow
Michael. T think I had about six laps behind and
I was trying to find a way. I could only manage
if he made a mistake. He made one going onto
the pit straight and I thought: “This is it! He’s
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going to go on the inside and I am going to go
outside, and that’s the way it will be.’

I thought it was strange when he went to
the middle of the track because he was not
protecting his line. So I went on the inside and
he started coming across. I then realised he knew
he had zero chance of staying ahead because, if
I came left or right, 1 would be faster. So, when
I decided which way to go, he would close the
door and I would back off. Well, that’s what he
thought! When people ask me how close to the
wall T was, I say I don’t know: I closed my eyes!
MH: Did you go into a year of Indycar with your
eyes wide open?
RB: 1 did. And I'm happy to say that, even
though F1 people think it's crazy stuff. But it
was a difficult decision to start with. I had been
watching the race when Dan Wheldon died.
When my wife looked at me, 1 said: “No way.
Don’t worry — I'm never going to do that.” When
I went testing, she thought: “There’s trouble
there.” When I went fast, she thought: ‘Oh, the
trouble is getting bigger.” But, in the end, she
said: “If vou're happy doing it, then I'm happy
for you to do it.” That was important to me.

So, yes, I enjoyed it. The paddock, the way
they do things and the way they go racing is

F1 Racing August 2013
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really nice. But, although the cars are very safe,

the tracks are not. You race in places where it’s
so bumpy your feet cannot stay on the pedals.
If I had stayed, I would have tried to become
president of the drivers’ association and do
something, because there was a lack of respect.

I struggled with the lack of power steering at
first. Not because [ was weak but because 1 had
lost my smoothness. To drive an Indycar fast
you've got to be brutal. But when I went to the
ovals, I got my smoothness back because they
had no downforce and, all of a sudden, I was
up at the front when everyone was expecting
me to be at the back.

It's a great feeling to say that 1 have done it
and raced on the ovals. I worked very hard to
get a second year because I thought I could do
a lot better, knowing the car and trying different
things. But, like everything else — like F1 now
— they needed money. I told them they didn’t
need to pay me anything. But they still needed
$2million from me. I said I wasn't going to
take it from my pocket, because I don't think
I deserve that. But don’t get me wrong; I never

disliked my Indycar year. I'm proud I achieved so

much in a not-so-competitive car in my first year.

MH: So, what are you racing now?

Having overcome brake issues that ruled him out
of the title, Rubens wins for Brawn in Valencia ‘09

RB: Stock cars were something I'd always wanted
to try. I thought: ‘I'm gonna go back home and do
that." When I did three races last year for charity,
[ actually found the stock car was much easier to
drive than an Indycar, so I decided to have a go.
MH: One final thought while we finish our coffee.
['m not sure you know this but around the time
you were joining F1, Eddie Jordan was talking

to Ayrton Senna about 1994. It was a very slim
chance, obviously, but if vou remember, Ayrton
was looking to leave McLaren and the deal EJ
proposed was to have Honda come to the team
on the condition that Ayrton would be there

and he would make it his team, run the team

the way he wanted with his mates at Honda. It
appealed to him. And you would have been the
perfect number two; a young Brazilian he liked.
Unfortunately, as we know, it came to nothing.
RB: I didn’t know that. That would have been
perfect. 1 tell you, just to have Ayrton sometimes
sit at my table for dinner was great. Imagine
having him as a team-mate. I had such a passion
for him as a person and a driver. Thank you for
telling me that.

MH: Not at all. You can put it in your book! @)
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It has been a hectic
> month for The Racer’s
Edge team, with three
live shows in a week ahead of
the British Grand Prix in June!
In the lead-up to the race, the
production team behind the online F1
chat show set up base at Lotus F1 Team
HQ at Enstone. There, host Peter
Windsor was joined by Alan Permane,
Lotus’s Trackside Operations Director,
and Julian Tomison, Senior VP of
Lotus’s technology partner Avanade.
The following day, the team made
the short trip to the F1 Racing Fan
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Village at Whittlebury Park, near
Silverstone, where Episodes 17 and 18
were filmed in front of live audiences
made up of British Grand Prix fans
staying at the campsite. Peter’s guests
included Richard Cregan, CEO of Yas
Marina Circuit, technical expert Craig
Scarborough, veteran journalist
Andrew Marriot and the editor of

F1 Racing magazine, Anthony
Rowlinson. Possibly the highlight of
the two shows was a guest appearance
from Mercedes test driver Sam Bird,
who dropped by to explain how the
steering wheel on his F1 car works.
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Back home at Teddington Studios,
the first of a special Mobil double-
header in July featured Bruce Crawley,
Global Motorsport Technology
Manager at ExxonMobil, and Tim
Goss, Technical Director at Vodafone
McLaren Mercedes. The second show
takes place on 25 July, so don't forget
to tune in for live debate on topics
including the new 2014 regulations.

The Racer’s Edge is broadcast free on the
internet; simply subscribe to our YouTube
channel at youtube.com/peterwindsor. You
cdn dlso download each episode from iTunes
as audio or video files, or visit autosport.com
to catch up with the latest episode.

For more information
www.flracing.co.uk/
global-fan-community
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ell, this is peculiar. 1 find
myself  interviewing
someone who, not so
long ago, sat some way

W

above me in the corporate hierarchy.

Long-time readers of F1 Racing may
recall the name Peter Higham from
the days when it featured in the
magazine's ‘flannel panel’ next to
the description “publishing director’,
to the left of the editor’s introduction.

Fittingly, given Peter’s encyclopaedic knowledge
of motor racing, since vacating that position he has
written a motor racing encyclopaedia. And this
one’s the daddy of 'em all: World Encyclopaedia
of Racing Drivers took six years to compile,
arrives in three volumes, and its 2,500 biographies
reputedly run to nearly a million words.

“It's 923,000 words,” clarifies the author.
“At the last count...”

Peter isn't a full-time writer. His day job is
managing photographic agency LAT. He entered
the world of publishing by accident: “My first job
was with a Formula Ford team that never actually
raced. [ knew I had to get a proper job, something
that paid, to keep my father happy. Autosport
were looking for an ad salesman and I got the job.
I didn’t expect to last more than three weeks...”

That was 1986 — “August, Gerhard Berger was
on the cover” — and he’s still working for the same
publishing empire some 27 years later, a spell
unbroken but for a sabbatical to nudge the final
tens of thousands of words over the finishing line.

Magazine publishers tend to come from a sales
background, the better to keep the figures in
order, so seldom get involved in the detail of the
contents. As such, Peter is perhaps the only
publisher of FI Racing ever to have had a vigorous
debate with the deputy editor over
whether Bernie Ecclestone’s
presence at the 1958 British Grand
Prix is best classified as a DNS or a
DNQ (the truth is closer to ‘neither
of the above’). That same delight in
obscure detail pervades the
encyclopaedia, which provides
results and biographies for pretty
much every driver to have raced at
international level since records
began. And why not? Books about
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Author and uber-fan Peter Higham
has finally finished writing the
ultimate motor racing encylopaedia

STUART CODLING

motor racing don't sell in Harry Potter numbers;
the satisfaction comes from thoroughly exploring
a subject about which the author is passionate,

“You'd have to describe it as a labour of love,”
says Higham. "When I started watching motor
racing in the late 1970s I was a massive Ronnie
Peterson fan, but I developed an interest in the
lesser-known drivers. People like Jim Crawford,
who raced in F1 only a couple of times. | wanted
to know more about them. And that’s why I chose
to write about a wider group of people than just
the world champions.

“Will it recoup? Not in terms of time spent, if
you were to look at it from a purely financial point
of view, but that was never the point.”

It takes a certain kind of mindset to see a large-
scale reference work through to fruition. The first
Oxford English Dictionary took around 70 vears
from the start of the project to completion, and
occupied the full-time attention of a succession of
editors as well as an army of volunteers who
submitted definitions and word origins on paper
slips (one of the most prolific contributors, as
detailed in the book The Surgeon Of Crowthorne,
turned out to be an inmate at Broadmoor).

“It’s about breadth as well as specifics, so the
remit was international racing drivers. In terms
of Formula 1, it's anyone who has driven during

ANDREW FERRARO/LAT

an Fi1 weekend — so you have
everyone from the likes of Michael
Schumacher to Chanoch Nissany
[the Israeli driver, famously
christened ‘Stirling Mossad” by
Motorsport News wag Simon Arron,
who practiced for Minardi at the
2005 Hungarian GP], plus winners
of non-championship races.

“I also love pre-war grand prix
racing,” he says, glancing over his shoulder at the
picture on the wall behind him, of Tazio Nuvolari
and colleagues at the 1935 Monaco Grand Prix,
“It was an opportunity to write about that, and it’s
a subject that hasn’t been as well covered.”

The further back you go, the more shrouded in
myth events become. Pre-war racing in particular
is incredibly polarised between those drivers of
whom much is known, and those who are mere
names on a results sheet — names that may not
even be real, since many wealthy young men at
the time competed under pseudonyms to conceal
their racing activities from their families. And
then there are the events that have been subject
to debate for decades — was the 1933 Tripoli
Grand Prix really fixed by Nuvolari, Achille Varzi
and Baconin Borzacchini? Any reference work
that covers this ground does so at its peril.

“T've written about everyone who finished in
the top three of a pre-war grand prix. It spans
everyone from Rudolf Caracciola, who has had
many biographies written about him, to a guy
called ‘Carreras’ who finished third in a Spanish
Grand Prix — and there was absolutely no
information about him except a name on a results
sheet — so that was quite a challenge.

“The best bit was writing about drivers who are
hardly ever written about: early American racers,
Edwardian heroes, all the way to
Emilio Zapico — who, I think, has
one of the best racing driver names
ever. Sadly he failed to qualify for
the 1976 Spanish Grand Prix...” @

WORLD
ENCYCTOPAFINA 4 1

co.uk or call 01963
442030 to order
your copy of the
encyclopaedia, which
costs £175

RACINGTRIVERS » 5

e Visit wiww.haynes.
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THE ULTIMATE FORMULA 1|
GRAND PRIX EXPERIENCE

ABU DHABI GRAND PRIX 1-3 NOVEMBER 2013

Experience the glitz and glamour of Dubai with RTT at the Abu Dhabi 2013 Grand Prix,
staying in the heart of all the action in Downtown Dubai. With daily transters to the circuit
where RTT have secured some of the best seats in the main grand stand so you're
guaranteed not to miss any of the action on or off the track.

NOW BOOKING

PACKAGE INCLUDES

AIRPORT TRANSFER
(ARRIVAL & DEPARTURE)

4 NIGHTS IN AL MANZIL
HOTEL DOWNTOWN DUBAI
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BUFFET BREAKFAST

£.I 444 CIRCUIT TRANSFERS

(THURS, FRI, SAT & SUN)

PER PERSON =
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OPPOSITE THE WINNERS PODIUM E
FREE ENTRY INTO CIRCUIT CONCERTS t&
RTT REPRESENTATIVE w
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WITH ABTOT

RTT are at this years European and Singapore Grand Prix’s, if you would like to discuss in person the Abu Dhabi Package call Stephen. On 07767 168 993
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Big thank
you to all
campers!

Located at Whittlebury Park, within walking
distance of Silverstone, the F1 Racing Fan Village
was undoubtedly the best place to experience
the 2013 British GP weekend, with over 15,000
campers enjoying the on-site facilities and
entertainment over seven fun-packed days.

Yas Marina Circuit returned as the Fan
Village’s partner for the second year, and
provided the Abu Dhabi Fan Zone, the focal
point of the campsite’s entertainment. The guys
from Sky Sports F1 also popped by to host the
famous Fan Village Quiz Night and attempt a
world-record conga around the campsite.

Peter Windsor hosted two episodes of our
F1 chat show The Racer’s Edge in front of a live
audience. And, unlike last year, the sun put in an
appearance, making the F1 Racing Fan Village

the place to be on a Great British Weekend!
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Golden couple

What an amazing
anniversary surprisel
Michael and Emma
Thompson found
something extra in
their Yas Camping
Bag - a VIF trip to the
2013 Formula 1 Etihad
Airways Abu Dhabi
Grand Prix in November.
The bags were
handed out to every
visitor by Yas Marina
Circuit staff, but only

one contained the

Golden Ticket. The
amazing prize included
flights to Abu Dhabi,
four nights in a luxury
hotel and tickets for
the race weekend.

It was only when

they were told of their

amazing prize that
Michael and Emma
reyealed that they were
celebrating their 10th
wedding anniversary

= and then promptly
burst into tears!

=81
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In full flight

The rain may have been falling as the

British summer temporarily deserted us,
but visitors to the F1 Racing Fan Village
were invited to cast their minds to sunnier
climes at the Abu Dhabi Heritage Village.
Courtesy of sponsors Yas Marina
Circuit, Etihad Airways and the Abu
Dhabi Tourism & Culture Authority, Fi
fans could experience the culture of this

fascinating emirate, with
live demonstrations of
the ancient desert sport
of falconry. A number
of henna artists
were ‘on hand’ to
demonstrate their
painting skills, too.
With delicacies
offered to passing
visitors, including
complimentary cups
of Arabic coffee, there
was plenty to warm the
hearts of even the most
windswept campers.

. ""l-_‘_ =

FREE WI-FI

. The Fan Village's
partners, Yas Marina
Circuit, provided free

wi-f1 access across the
Abu Dhabi Fan Zone,

L
Fo

!

- 5

KEEP ON TRUCKIN'
The Abu Dhabi Tourism
& Culture Autharity
truck (above) arrived on
Tuesday afternoon, It
was later transformed
into the Heritage

Village, the focal point

of the entertainment.

CULTURE
VULTURE
As well as live

falconry and
henna painting,
the Abu Dhabi
Fan Zone
featured
the work of

7
: Arabian calligraphy
- J experts (above),
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Quizmasters

Question; What is the

each, Yas Marina
greatest Formula 1 Circuit silver cufflinks
quiz ever created? and filofaxes, as well
AT 51 Answer:; [t's the as numerous bottles
_— '1 \ amazing Quiz Night of champagne (not
at the F1 Racing Fan that the entrants
Village, obviously, we met required any
There were some further ‘lubrication’).
_ I : great prizes on offer Congratulations
at the famously tricky to the winners, who
EI N Quiz Night this vear, returned to their tent
\ ﬁf_fh\ NF including a selection richer than before,
v ':#I%‘ St ; 'a* of stylish Christopher  Next year, will you
:\ e ; _ LT ¥ Ward timepieces take on this serious
" . P “i'i worth around £300 trivia challenge?
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It's a dirty
job but...

...someone’s got to do it! In the
lead-up to Sunday’s big race, the
Sky Sports F1 team paid a visit to
the F1 Racing Fan Village to film a
piece on the camping experience.
Johnny, Crofty and the film crew
braved the elements as they spoke
to fans, hosted a barbeque and took
up the offer of a slice of cake from
some generous campers. But the
hard work wasn't finished vet, as
Johnny and the rest of the team
accepted an invitation to join some
campers making the most of their
day with an impromptu party.
Thankfully the Sky Sports F1 team
were on hand to help out with the
champagne. Who said this roving

reporter job was a lark?

-'1'

Were you a winner?
Tell us your story at
www.facebook.com/

F1RacingFanVillage

Crofty’s VIP
brain teaser

Sky Sports F1 presenter David Croft
surprised people at the famous Quiz Night
by announcing he had an extra prize to give
away — five tickets for an exclusive Santander
Paddock Tour. However, to get their hands
on this amazing freebie, Crofty posed the
following question: “How many Anthony
Davidsons would fit head-to-toe around a
lap of the Silverstone circuit?” The answer,

of course, was 3,642, but the nearest
guess (3,300) came from a team of quiz
runners-up, who made the most of

their unexpected bonus prize.

SCREAM FOR ME,
WHITTLEBURY!
Formula 1 driving coach
Rob Wilson was not just
a special guest on The
Racer's Eage, After the
live show had finished,
he put in another
winning performance
on stage with his rock

band Grand Prairie.

LIGHTS, CAMERA...
One of the highlights
from The Racer’s

Edge live shows was
Mercedes test driver
Sam Bird explaining
the functions of an

F1 steering wheel,

On Friday night, the
conversation turned

to British driver lames
Hunt, whose battle with
Niki Lauda for the 1976
world title is brought to
life in the forthcoming

movie, Kush.

THE TALENT...?

Sky Sports F1 channel's
lohnny Talent Spotter’
Herbert has obviously
noticed something
special about this
yvoung racer. Should
lenson be worried?
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Johnny and Crofty enjoved the Fan
Village — but what did you think of it?
Send yvour favourite photos, stories and
suggestions for next vear's event to:

See you
all again
next year!

Have your say on

the sport you love:
www.flracing.co.uk/
global-fan-community
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Swiss movement, Einglish heart

C70 VW4 CHRONOMETER - LIMITED EDITION

The victory of the Vanwall driven by Stirling Moss and Tony Brook:

1957 British Grand Prix at Aintree is celebrated in our latest chronometer. Powered by
the E'TA 251.233 COSC, the 1,957-piece limited edition salutes a race that changed

the course of British motor racing for ever. It is, of course, in British Racing Green.

EXCLUSIVELY AVAILABLE AT christopherward.co.uk
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Rosberg’'s second win of 2013, this one at Silverstone, pulls a reinvigorated
Mercedes ahead of Ferrari to second in the standings. But can they catch the Bull?

REPORTS

BRITISH GP REPORT GERMAN GP REPORT HUNGARIAN GP PREVIEW

Tyres are again the talk of the town as Rosberg Championship leader Seb Vettel Low-speed corners = and plenty of them.
steers to a third win in an incident-packed race finally wins his home grand prix i He who starts in front, stays in front

129
TOM CLARKSON

There's drama a-plenty as TC sits in on

)

A

!‘.‘ A

130
MURRAY WALKER...

..has fond memories of a "Hooray Henry who

the Tyregate’ proceedings at the FIA smoked, drank, womanised and took drugs far

International Tribunal in Paris too much” - co-commentator, James Hunt
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RACE DEBRIEF by Anthony Rowlinson
British Grand Prix _

a shoulda

A major triumph for Mercedes was the headline story that disguised a nightmare weekend for
Pirelli, with the high number of tyre failures and resultant Safety Cars turning the race upside-down

It could have been Mark Webber’s victory,
had the 2013 British Grand Prix run a lap or two
longer than its allotted 52 tours.

It would have been Seb Vettel's victory,
had he not suffered a gearbox failure on lap 41.

And it should have been polesitter Lewis
Hamilton’s victory after a scorching qualifying
lap and DRS-zone-breaking early charge in front
of the adoring Silverstone massive.

None of this impressive trio, however, were
feted to be first to the flag on an afternoon when
Pirelli tyres would once again hog the narrative.
Instead it was Nico Rosberg who emerged
through the chaos of five catastrophic tyre
failures to take his third career victory — his first
from a position other than pole.

Behind him lay a trail of tyre-related carnage:
Hamilton's left-rear blew on lap 8 after exiting
Turn 5; Fernando Alonso’s right-rear deflated
a lap later without exploding; Felipe Massa
suffered a failure almost identical to Hamilton's
on lap 10; Jean-Eric Vergne’s left-rear went

118 F1 Racing August 2013

“like a bomb going off” on lap 15 and Sergio
Pérez’s left-rear failed on lap 46, prompting an
incredible 180mph avoidance jink from a close-
following Fernando Alonso. A nearby Romain
Grosjean was less lucky, and his Lotus followed
Pérez’'s McLaren into retirement, both cars
extensively damaged by flailing or flying rubber.
The Safety Car was deployed twice and the
situation appeared so grave that F1 looked to be
heading for a reprise of the infamous 2005 US
GP at Indianapolis, which was contested only
by the six Bridgestone runners, after Michelin
instructed teams their tyres were not race-fit.
Pirelli were forced into an emergency mid-race
response, urging teams to raise tyre pressures
to approximately 24psi — a level that could be
considered extreme in the context of start-line
pressures of around 15psi. Their hope was
to increase tyre sidewall stability at the cost
of outright performance. FIA race director
Charlie Whiting conceded, post-race, that he
had considered red-flagging the grand prix and,

indeed, that one further failure would have
prompted him to do so.

That he didn’t, allowed a 120,000-strong
crowd to be treated to a thrilling seven-lap finale
in the wake of Vettel's departure. Seb had looked
to have this one in the bag, but when he found
a box of neutrals entering Club corner, he had
no choice but to park trackside, prompting the
final Safety Car, which closed up the pack behind
Rosberg. Most notably, this brought Webber
back to within reach of a win at a track that has
always treated him well. He was still separated
from the silver leader by Kimi Raikkonen, Adrian
Sutil and Daniel Ricciardo, but neither the
VJMo6 nor the STRS are a match for an RBg,
while Kimi's E21 was about to be compromised
by its rubber. Raikkonen’s second set of hards
had been fitted on lap 29, so could no longer
offer him sufficient grip to resist a win-sniffing
Webber on lap 47.

As Mark stormed to an eventual second, just

0.7secs off Rosberg, Kimi would slip to fifth from



a likely podium, and while his ten points set a
new record for consecutive score finishes (25,
just ahead of Michael Schumacher’s 24), Lotus's
head of trackside operations, Alan Permane,
admitted that not stopping for a final set of hards
had been the wrong call: “Unlike the others
around us, we had a choice to make under the
final Safety Car. For Rosberg and Wehber, it was
obvious they should stop, but Kimi was telling
us his tyres were good, so we opted to run the
distance. In hindsight it was the wrong decision,
but these are the choices vou have to make.”

Vettel's retirement was significant, then, not
only for removing him from the lead. Had he
parked up in a spot not deemed safety critical,
the rumbling AMG Merc would never have been
deployed and Rosberg would have found himself
making an emergency late stop, rather than a
‘free’ one. How so? He'd already radioed in to
report a vibration from the rear, which the team
identified as a left-rear ‘problem’.

Without Vettel’s Safety Car-prompting
retirement, it’s likely Rosberg would either have
suffered a failure of his own, or been forced to
crawl around, elevating Raikkonen to a lead he
could well have kept. Still, good and bad karma
have always had their role in motorsport and if
this was Rosberg’s day to be charmed, certainly it
was Hamilton’s to be cursed. His eventual fourth
was scant compensation for a win he merited,
but he’ll take comfort from the front-running
competitiveness his team now possess.

A champagne-drenched Toto Wolff later
reckoned it too early to consider Mercedes as
championship challengers and insisted the
Wo4's performance was still too temperature-
dependent to be truly consistent. But a win on
the Monaco streets and now around the sweeps
augur well for a strong fight for the rest of the
year. Lying second in the points table behind Red
Bull (219-171), they're by no means out of touch.

Ferrari's so-so Silverstone — a 3-6 finish from
a 9-11 start — dropped them behind Merc in
the makes’ chase and it’s clear that even with
Alonso’s remarkable salvaging skills, more
outright performance is needed to permit
Fernando a true shot at the drivers’ title. Team
principal Stefano Domenicali was frank in his
assessment of the Ferrari's pace, bemoaning
poor qualifying speed and average race pace at a
track where the Scuderia are traditionally strong.

Stefano’s woes, though, were dwarfed by
those of another Italian racing organisation, for
which the 2013 British GP marked a new low,

As Pirelli’s F1 chief Paul Hembery walked from
the team motorhome for an audience with FIA
President Jean Todt soon after the race finish, he
bore the weight of the world on his shoulders. On
a weekend when any one of five aces might have

won, there was only one loser. @
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Following blown
tyres for Alonso and
Massa, Vergne's tyre
failure puts him out

of the race on lap 15

Seb is all set for
victory when his
gearbox fails on lap
42, bringing out the
Safety Car again

SILVERSTONE
Hamilton makes good
use of pole position
to blast away at the
start, leaving Vettel

trailing in his wake

s
1]

=
Hamilton's chance

of victory Is lost as

he becomes the first

driver to suffer a tyre

failure in the race

The Safety Car is
scrambled following
the tyre failures to
allow the marshals
to clear up the debris

Rosberg takes up the
baton for Mercedes
and claims his second
win of the season,

with Webber in second

L —
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British Grand Prix stats

The lowdown on everything you need to know from the weekend at Silverstone...

———

1. HAMILTON
MERCEDES
1min 29.607secs Q3

A

3. VETTEL
RED BULL
1min 30.211secs Q3

5. RICCIARDO
TORO ROSS0O

1min 30./57secs Q3

7. GROSJEAN
LOTUS
1min 30.955secs Q3

9, ALONSO
FERRARI
1min 30.979secs Q3

=

o

11. MASSA
FERRARI
1min 31.7/9secs Q2

%

13. PEREZ
McLAREM
1min 32.082secs 02

g ¥
!
e

15. MALDONADO
WILLIAMS
1min 32.359secs Q2

@

17. GUTIERREZ
SAUBER
1min 32.666secs Q1

19. BIANCHI
MARLUSSI|A
1min 34.108secs Q1

21. DI RESTA**
FORCE INDIA
NO TIME

i

2. RDSEEHG
MERCEDES
1min 30.059secs Q3

ca)

4. WEBBER
RED BULL
1min 30.22secs Q3

= T
&

6. SUTIL
FORCE INDIA
1min 30.908secs Q3

K

8. RAIKKONEN
LOTUS
1min 30.962secs Q3

| —

10. BUTTON
McLAREN

1min 31.649secs Q2

ol

TN

12. VERGNE
TORO ROSS0O
1min 31.785secs Q2

i

£

14. HOLKENBERG
SAUBER
1min 32.211secs Q2

v

16. BOTTAS
WILLIAMS
1min 32.664secs Q1

@

18. PIC
CATERHAM
1min 33.866secs Q1

WY

2 gl

20. CHILTON
MARUSSIA
1min 35.858secs Q1

22. VAN DER GARDE*

CATERHAM
1min 35481secs Q1

=*Excluced for being undenweight but zllowed to start * Two five-place
grid penalties for contact at Canadian GF and for replacement gearbox
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THE RESULTS (52 LAPS)
1st Nico Rosberg Mercedes 1h3.2m59.4565
2nd  Mark Webber Red Bull +0.7655
3rd Fernando Alonso Ferrari +7.124s
Ath Lewis Hamilton Mercedas +7.756s
Sth  KimiRaikkonenlotus ~ +11257s
Gth Felipe Massa Ferrari +14573s
7th  Adrian Sutil Force India +I63355. —
gth Daniel Ricciardo Toro Rosso +16.543s EaslES eI AIDN <~
9th  Paul Di Resta Force India +17943s  Sebastian Vettel, 24.092secs (entry to exit)
10th  Nico Hilkenberg Szuber +149,709¢
11th  Pastor Maldonado Williams +21.1355
12th  Valtteri Bottas Williams +25004s  DRIVERS' STANDINGS
13th  Jenson Button MclLaren +259609s  1st Sebastian Vettel Red Bull 132pts
14th  Esteban Gutiérrez Sauber +26.285s  2nd  Fernando Alonso Ferrari 111pts
15th CharlesPicCaterham  +31613s  3rd _ Kimi Raikkonen Lotus S HEpES,
16th  Jules Bianchi Marussia +36.097s  4th Lewis Hamilton Mercedes 89pts
17th  Max Chilton Marussia +657660s  5th Mark Webber Red Bull 8/pts
18th  Giedo van der Garde Caterham +67.759s  Bth Nico Rosberg Mercedes 82pts
19th  Romain Grosjean Lotus +llap-damage 7th Felipe Massa Ferrari Hpts
20th  Sergio Pérez MclLaren +6 laps - tyre/damage  8th Paul Di Resta Force India 36pts
9th Romain Grosjean Lotus 26pts
Retirements 10th  Jenson Button Mclaren 2opts
Sebastian Vettel Red Bull 41 laps - gearbox  11th  Adrian Sutil Force India 23pts
Jean-Eric Vergne Toro Rosso 35 laps -puncture  12th  Jean-Eric Vergne Toro Rosso 13pts
13th  Sergio Pérez MclLaren 12pts
THROUGH SPEED TRAP 14th  Daniel Ricciardo Tora Rosso 11pts
15th  Nico Hillkenberg Sauber Bpts
16th  Pastor Maldonado Williams Opts
17th  Valtteri Bottas Williams Opts
18th  Esteban Gutiérrez Szuber Opts
19th  Jules Bianchi Marussia Opts
- 20th  Charles Pic Caterham Opts
Fastest: Felipe Slowest: Nico 715t Max Chilton Marussia Opts
Massa, 193.47mph Rosberg, 182.58mph 22nd  Giedo van der Garde Caterham Opts
TYRE COMPOUNDS USED
CONSTRUCTORS' STANDINGS
1st RedBull 219pts 9th Williams Opts
2nd Mercedes 171pts 10th Marussia Opts
Intermadiate. Wat 3rd Ferrari 168pts 1lth Caterham  Opts
4th Lotus 124nts
5th Forcelindia 59pts

CLIMATE

TRACK TEMP

G6th Mclaren 37pts
7th Toro Rosso 24pts
gth Sauber Bpts

For comprehensive
F1 statistics visit
www forix.com

PHOTOS: STEVEN TEE/LAT, ANDREW FERRARC/LAT, CHARLES COATES/LAT, ANDY HOMNE/LAT
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German Grand Prix

RACE DEBRI EF by Anthony Rowlinson

Phew, what a scorcher!

In the German high summer, Red Bull, Merc, Lotus and Ferrari served up an on-the-limit thriller

Close. How close? So close that a few degrees’
variation in track temperature exiled polesitter
Lewis Hamilton to beyond the podium. So close
that Mercedes, banned from the three-day
Silverstone young driver test in the aftermath
of “Tyregate’, lobbied during the Niirburgring
weekend to stretch it to a fourth day that they
would be allowed to attend, so that they might
minimise any potential loss of technical insight.
(Their entreaties were quashed by the FIA.) So
close, indeed, that for two races in succession,
barely a second covered the lead pair at flagfall.
And margins are being pushed. At the British
GP it was Pirelli who rammed a limit they
never thought they’'d encounter. In Germany,
Red Bull’s pitwork wobbled in the intensity
of battle on Mark Webber’s first stop, and he
was dispatched with a loose right rear, after its
“failure to locate”. The wheel and tyre sped loose
down the pitlane, skittling cameraman Paul
Allen and sending him to Koblenz hospital with
a broken collarbone and ribs.
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The error resulted in a €30,000 fine from
the FIA and a sobering reality check on pitlane
safety. Team principal Christian Horner was
forthright, noting how shocking the incident
must have been for Allen’s family and raising the
question of better protection for all those who
work in the frenzied confines of the pitlane. Allen
was lucky to escape more serious injury and the
incident highlighted how desperately acute is the
fight at the sharp end of the 2013 championship.

Yes, Seb Vettel took a beautifully judged and
immaculately driven win (his 3oth and first on
German soil), but his team had to draw on every
reserve of guile, pace and racecraft to edge him
there. It took only a slight glitch to condemn win-
hopeful Webber to a ground-out seventh, and his
fate might easily have been Vettel's. On such fine
margins will this year’s title be decided. Victories
are hard won; dominance out of the question.

Either Lotus, for example, could have
triumphed here, while Alonso, in fourth, closed

his race hunting down Romain Grosjean for

third, setting fastest lap as he charged. His team,
like this year's other winners Lotus, Red Bull and
Mercedes, left no slack: Alonso was told to park

his F138 at Turn 1 immediately after crossing the
line, with little more than vapour left in its tanks.

“Strategy helped today,” he reflected, “because
on pure performance we were not as fast as the
cars ahead.” Medium, medium, medium, soft
was the tyre choice for Alonso — a gamble on a
long first stint and a sprint finish, which brought
the best result against fleeter rivals all opting to
start on the soft (option) Pirellis (Kevlar-belted
after the British GP debacle).

P4 constituted no more than ‘making the best
of it’ and Ferrari have a development deficit to
overcome in order to give Alonso a fair crack at
the title. His ebullient German nemesis now has
more than a race win in hand, at 157 points to
123. Their tussle is sure to be disputed, too, by
Kimi Raikkonen. From the moment race-day
track temperatures hit 43°C, Lotus, whose E21s

remain so merciful to their rubber, looked to be



victory prospects. Fourth and fifth on the grid,
Kimi and Grosjean were running two-three by
lap 21, so delicate tactical considerations came
into play. At this stage, Lotus were eyeing a
two-stop race, having gone to the grid predicting
three as optimal. Both drivers, however, were
reporting low degradation on their primes,
bringing a two-stopper into play. Lap 32 would
have been the chosen moment for a second and
final pit detour, leaving 28 laps to run — easily
within range for a single set of primes on cars
shedding fuel load by the lap, reckoned Lotus’s
head of track operations, Alan Permane.

Thing is, Jules Bianchi’s Marussia chose to
self-immolate on lap 24, bringing out the Safety
Car, as his abandoned chassis rolled back down
the circuit’s westerly slopes then insouciantly
across the track. That little twist of fate (an
unlikely one, given Marussia’s excellent finishing
record), blew the black-and-gold cars’ emerging
tactical advantage and curtailed daydreams of
‘Lotus’ finishing one-two for the first time since
the 1978 Dutch GP.

That said, they weren’t out of it, for on this
clear-skied, roasting Eifel afternoon, the E21 was
a match on straight pace for the RBg.

Twenty laps from home, Lotus called in
Grosjean for his final set of mediums. He was
1.143 seconds from leader Vettel, with Kimi in his
wheeltracks and driving “every bit as well as the
two world champions around him,” according
to team boss Eric Boullier. Fearing a Grosjean
undercut, Red Bull were forced to pit Vettel a lap
later, for a last set of primes.

That left Kimi swiftly, efficiently in the lead
until lap 49 and looking as commanding as
he had back in Melbourne, where Lotus had
mugged the field by making one stop fewer than
all their rivals. Not this time though, as the
“box” command came for a new set of used softs,
setting up a perfectly poised final-ten shootout.

Kimi knew the script: head down and go for
it, closing a four-second gap to just 1.008secs at
the flag, with second-fastest race lap en route.
His cause helped by an obliging Grosjean, who
pulled over on lap 54, Kimi might have won, had
the race continued a lap or two longer, just as
Mark Webber might have pipped Nico Rosberg
a week earlier at Silverstone. But again, a bright
young German prevailed — this time the triple
and reigning champ.

Margins of victory and defeat aren’t much
finer than they were this weekend, and F1 has
compelling four-way tussles in prospect across
both championships. Nine races down and
ten to go, it would be hard to bet against Seb
for a record-equalling fourth on the trot, but
with Raikkonen, Rosberg, Hamilton, Grosjean,
Webber and Alonso all squabbling for a slice of
victory pie, F1 2013 is way too close to call. @

A fire in Bianchi's
Marussia on lap 34
brings out the Safety
Car. The Frenchman

jumps out unharmed

A late stop for soft
tyres on lap 50 for
Raikkdnen hands the
lead back to Vettel...

A superb start

from Vettel means
polesitter Hamilton is
put on the back foot
straight away

A botched first stop
for Webber results in
a loose wheel striking

an FOM cameraman

..and Vettel comes
through to win his
first German GP

NURBURGRING

As the Safety Car
departs, Vettel finds
himself with Grosjean
and Raikkdnen

for company
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German Grand Prix stats

The lowdown on everything you need to know from the weekend at the Nurburgring...

———

1. HAMILTON

MERCEDES
1min 29.398secs Q3

3. WEBBER
RED BULL

1min 29.608secs Q3

el
5. GROSJEAN
LOTUS
1min 29.959secs O3

- -

7. MASSA
FERRARI
1min 31.126secs Q3

e
i e

S. BUTTON

McLAREN
NO TIME IN Q3

e
=
11. ROSBERG
MERCEDES

1min 30.326secs Q2

=
13. PEREZ

McLAREN
1min 30.933secs Q2

15. SUTIL
FORCE INDIA
Imin 31.010secs Q2

fﬁfl

17. BOTTAS
WILLIAMS
1min 31.693secs Q1

19. BIANCHI
MARLUSSIA
1min 33.063secs Q1

2

WY

feb

L]

21. CHILTON
MARLSSIA
1min 34.098secs 41

2. VETTEL
RED BULL
1min 29.501secs Q3

Kx*

4. RAIKKONEN
LOTUS
1min 29.892secs Q3

&

6. RICCIARDO
TORO ROSSO
1min 30.528secs Q3

T

||t' __"‘\.
8. ALONSO

FERRAR]
1min 31.209secs Q3

R
10. HULKENBERG
SAUBER
NO TIME IN Q3

12. DI RESTA

FORCE INDIA
1min 30.697secs Q2

£

14. GUTIERREZ
SAUBER
1min 31.010secs Q2

e,

ta

16. VERGNE
TORO ROSS0
1min 31.104secs Q2

18. MALDONADO
WILLIAMS
1min 21.707secs Q1

20. VAN DER GARDE
CATERHAM

1min 33.734secs Q1

@

22. PIC*
CATERHAM
1min 32937secs Q1

*Five-place grid penzlty for replzacement gearbox
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THE RESULTS (60 LAPS)

1st Sebastian Vettel Red Bull 1h41lml4.711s

Znd  Kimi Raikkdnen Lotus +1.008s

3rd Romain Grosjean Lotus +5.830s

Ath  Fernando Alonso Ferrari +1.721s

5th  Lewis Hamilton Mercedes 4269275

6th Jenson Button McLaren +27.9965

7th Mark Webber Red Bull +375625

8th Sergio Pérez MclLaren - +38.306s el Bl

9th _ Nico Rosberg Mercedes +46.821s  Sebastian Vettel, 18.979secs (entry to exit)

10th  Nico Hilkenberg Szuber +498927¢

11th  Paul Di Resta Force India +53771s

12th _Daniel Ricciardo ToroRosso 4569755 DRIVERS STANDINGS

13th  Adrian Sutil Force India +57738s  1st Sebastian Vettel Red Bull 157pts

14th  Esteban Gutiérrez Sauber +60.160s 2nd  Fernando Alonso Ferrari 123pts

15th  Pastor Maldonado Williams ~~ +61829s  3rd  Kimi Raikkonen Lotus _116pts

16th  Valtteri Bottas Willizams +llap  4th Lewis Hamilton Mercedes 99pts

17th  Charles Pic Caterham +1lap  5Sth Mark Webber Red Bull 93pts

18th  Max Chilton Marussia +1lap  Bth Nico Rosberg Mercedes 84pts

19th  Giedo van der Garde Caterham +1llap  7th Felipe Massa Ferrari 57pts
8th Romain Grosjean Lotus A1pts

Retirements 9th Paul Di Resta Force India 3epts

Jean-Eric Vergne Toro Hosso 22 laps - hydraulics  10th  Jenson Button McLaren 33pts

Jules Bianchi Marussia Zllaps —engine  11th  Adrian Sutil Force India 23pts

Felipe Massa Ferrari 3laps -spin  12th  Sergio Pérez McLaren 16pts
13th  Jean-Eric Vergne Toro Rossa 13pts

THROUGH SPEED TRAP 14th  Daniel Ricciardo Tora Rosso 11pts
15th  Nico Hiilkenberg Sauber pts
16th  Pastor Maldonado Williams Opts
17th  Valtteri Bottas Williams Opts
18th  Esteban Gutiérrez Szuber Opts
19th  Jules Bianchi Marussia Opts
20th  Charles Pic Caterham Opts

Fastest: Nico Slowest: Felipe 715t Max Chilton Marussia Opts

Rosberg, 191.55mph Massa, 174.65mph 22nd  Giedo van der Garde Caterham Opts

TYRE COMPOUNDS USED

— { p— CONSTRUCTORS' STANDINGS

\ 1st Red Bull 250pts 9th Williams Opts

2nd Mercedes 183pts 10th Marussia Opts

Soft Medium Intermadiate. Wat 3rd Ferrari 180pts 1lth Caterham  Opts
4th Lotus 157pts

CLIMATE TRACK TEMP 5th Force India 59pts

bth MclLaren A9pts
7th Toro Rosso 24pts
gth Sauber 7pts

For comprehensive
F1 statistics visit
www forix.com

PHOTOS: ANDY HONE/LAT; MARK THOMPSOM/GETTY IMAGES; PAUL GILHAM/GETTY IMAGES: LARS BARON/GETY IMAGES



CARS F1® cars, touring cars, rally cars, oval,
performance, historic and karting. STARS F1° drivers
and motorsport celebrities. AGTION Live Action Arena,
Caterham Experience and indoor karting track.
EXHIBITORS Over 600 motorsport companies, cars,
technology, accessories and merchandise.

TICKETS INCLUDE ACCESS TO THE PERFORMANCE CAR SHOW

FOR MORE INFORMATION
AUTOSPORTINTERNATIONAL.COM

n /Autosport.International.Show ﬁ @Autosport_Show
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High temperatures and multiple low-speed corners place incredible strain on
drivers and tyres alike, despite this being one of the slowest [aps of the year

-|- _| = One of the biggest challenges for drivers easy on the rubber. In fact the high number of
- here is finding the right rhythm for all the corners put a lot of energy through the tyres: it’s
E .\I G l N e E R' S corners. If they get the line wrong on one turn, relentless. Intially we were told we'd run on the
V I W it’s hard to recover their line going into the hard and medium compounds here this year.
— next, which means they can quickly lose a lot That seemed like a conservative choice and we
Xevi Pujolar, of speed. Then on top of this there’s the heat. put it down to concerns over graining and high
- Williams' chief race engineer We race in Hungary in the high summer, and degradation. But in the aftermath of the recent
the temperatures place an extra demand on a tyre failures at Silverstone, Pirelli tyres have now
It’s very hard for drivers to get to grips with driver’s fitness. reverted to their 2012 spec, which means we'll be
the Hungaroring. The layout is so technical: Over the past few years, track conditions using the softer rubber as we usually do here.
one corner flows quickly into the next and there have improved a lot. This circuit used to be The FIA has now confirmed the DRS zones for
aren’t many straights on which to relax. We run notoriously bumpy and dusty when we’d first this year. There will be a 620-metre stretch on
cars with maximum downforce here because arrive on a Friday morning, but the bumps have the start/finish straight, plus a 300-metre zone
of all the corners, which, in terms of speed, are lessened over the years. coming out of Turn 1 and on the short run down
mainly medium to low. This is the third slowest Average speeds here are so low that you'd be to Turn 2. The single detection point is at the
lap of the season, behind Monaco and Singapore.  forgiven for assuming that this track would be entry to the last corner.

HUNGARORING STATS AND FACTS

10.2 ; The number '
’ of corners

seconds taken at or

The most time spent on full throttle helow 96mph
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Circuit Hungaroring
F1 debut 15986
Length 2. 722 miles
Distance 190.531 mi
Laps /0

Direction Clockwise

Lap record 1min 19.071secs, Practice 3 10:00-11:00

M Schumacher, 2004
Full throttle 57%

Gear changes per la
Winners from pole 1

Tyre compounds Soft/medium  Sky Sports F1 (available in HD)

LAST YEAR
Winner Lewis Hamilt

Retirements /

Overtaking moves &

DRS overtakes 4

Weather Sunny, 30°C Hungaroring, bowing to the crowd when he reached the podium

HUNGARIAN GP RACE DATA

IV TIMETABLE
(UK TIME)
Friday 26 July
les Practice 1 0900-10.30
Practice 2 13.00-14.30
Saturday 27 July

Qualifying 13:00

Sunday 28 July
p 5l Race 13:.00
2 Live coverage

on DO YOU REMEMEBER...
..Damon Hill winning his first grand prix? In 1993, following

engine troubles at Silverstone and a puncture at Hockenheim,
the Williams racer finally took his maiden F1 victory at the

HUNGARORING TELEMETRY quaLFying race I

Heavy braking

BRAKES

Identical
speeds in
qualifying

and race

1250 1500 1750 2000 ) Adal 3500
4 b | o
Turn 1 Turns 5to 11
This is the hardest braking point on the whole Look at the steering trace to note the
lap as drivers decelerate from 186mph all the constant left and right turns a driver
way down to 58mph for the apex of the first turn has to make for this section
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TOM CLARKSON

Y side the paddock from our man on the road GG

Around the world in three weeks

Montréal-Mexico City-Paris-Silverstone. It would be
hard to find more diverse locations to visit in the space of
three weeks. The vibrancy of Montréal leaves you energised,
the immensity of Mexico City is overwhelming, the beauty of
Paris breathtaking... and could there be anywhere more fit for
purpose than Silverstone on a sunny day?

All four destinations were linked by two common themes:
['1 and theatre. The manner in which the Québécois got
behind the Canadian GP, closing off large areas of Montréal
and putting on endless amounts of street entertainment — the
acts treating the weekend as an audition for Cirgue du Soleil
— was humbling. It was endless fun and cemented Montréal’s
position as a favourite on the F1 calendar.

Silverstone embraced the concept of off-track
entertainment as well. The circuit had kids’ play areas and a
post-race concert, but it could still learn from Montréal. The
Rolling Stones were the Canadian city's post-race offering,
whereas Silverstone fans had to make do with Eddie & The
Robbers! We love you EJ, but you ain’t Mick — or Charlie Watts either.

Mexico City followed Montréal on my itinerary, and that provided
theatre of a different kind. Its 21 million inhabitants are a pushy bunch
on the whole — hence the need to have a fixer. “Why do we need a fixer,”

I asked upon touching down at Benito Juarez Airport. “Clearly,” said the
BBC’s man on the ground, “you've never been to Mexico City before!”

Mexicans have eyes for two sportsmen: Manchester United’s Javier
Hernandez and McLaren’s Sergio Pérez. We were in town to film with
Sergio, who was enjoying his first trip home since January. And enjoy it he
did. His laughter was infectious, and his desire to recreate such comfortable
surroundings while on the road explains why he’s recently employed a
Mexican PR man, Eduardo, with whom he used to go to school.

Mexican pesos are starting to flow into McLaren’s coffers following the
arrival of Mexican telecom group Claro as sponsors and a sharp spike in
road-car sales in Central America. Claro are doing their bit for the local
economy as well because they employed more than 100 people to shoot a
60-second commercial with Sergio, whereas the BBC had only three people
on hand to make a five-minute film about the McLaren star.

Pérez was on good form and witty with it. When his driver was
negotiating the stationary rush-hour traffic with some aggressiveness,
Sergio came out with the line: *I wonder what Jenson would make of his
overtakes? Do you think he’d ring Martin [Whitmarsh] to complain?”

“Word is that Hermann Tilke has been

given the green light to redevelop

Autodromo Hermanos Rodriguez for 2015"

While in Mexico, we visited the Autodromo

The Merc defence team
at the ‘Tyregate’ hearing Hermanos Rodriguez. The track lies next to
the airport, which has been engulfed by the
city’s sprawling shantytowns since F1 last raced there in 1992. These days
it's a shadow of its former self. Barriers have been dismantled, tyres are used
as goalposts and the only action we saw was people running or cycling.

The word on the street is that Hermann Tilke has been given the green
light to redevelop the track ahead of a Mexican Grand Prix in 2015. It
take a lot of work to bring it up to F1 standards, but a better location would
be hard to find. You're within a short taxi ride of downtown, and judging by
the reception Sergio received, the race will be a sell-out.

From Mexico we hotfooted it back to London, where we caught the
Eurostar to Paris for the “Tyregate’ hearing of the International Tribunal.
Now that really was theatre: the barristers went at each other hammer and
tongs. First up was Mark Howard QC, representing the FIA. He spoke for 1.5
hours and was convincing on how Mercedes had been in breach of Article
22 of the sporting regulations. During a 15-minute interlude, the banter in
the pressroom focused on the extent of Mercedes” woes. Next up was Paul
Harris QC, for Mercedes. He'd steered Ross Brawn through the double-
diffuser fiasco of 2009 and did a brilliant job, explaining how the team had
sought permission to use their 2013 car from all recognised FIA sources.
The QCs on both sides were utterly logical in their arguments, but there

were moments of humour. After two hours of defence,

Paul Harris started to cross-examine Ross Brawn and

the Tribunal’s president, Edwin Glasgow QC, interjected.

“How long will this take, Mr Harris? We don’t want

Mr Brawn being delayed for lunch.” Nor you, your honour.
To think it cost about £1million is mind-blowing. One

million pounds for not much more than a reprimand.
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7 CHEQUERED FLAG

UNLESS I'M VERY MUCH MISTAKEN...

“Was | delighted when the
BBC said James Hunt and
1 would co-commentate?
No. l was not

It was 1979 and firstly, I hope understandably,
I saw this as the thin end of the wedge, with the
immensely knowledgeable and personable
James easing me out. Secondly because, as
someone old enough to be his father, I wasn't at
all impressed with James as a person. Rightly or
wrongly I saw him as an arrogant, opinionated,
rude and intolerant Hooray Henry who smoked,
drank, womanised and took drugs far too much
and who had let his fame go to his head.

In my defence I'd say that in 1979, I was far
from alone in my opinion, but even so it wasn't
the best way to start a partnership that lasted 13
memorable years until James’s tragically early
death at the age of 45. Yet in spite of — or maybe
because of — our dramatically different attitudes,
temperaments and personalities the
combination worked.

——

“The public loved James for his warmth and outspokenness, |
his obvious authority, his voice and his raunchy reputation” &'
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I was the slightly overawed, wide-eyed
enthusiast, marvelling at the magic of F1 and
feeling immensely privileged to be part of it.
James was the ‘been there and done that’ world
champion who was never reluctant to voice
a provocative point of view, no matter how
politically inadvisable or potentially offensive.
“The trouble with [Jean-Pierre] Jarier is he's a
French wally — always has been and always will
be,” was one of James's milder pronouncements.

[ knew that if a race became monotonous, all
I had to do to was to be complimentary about
Riccardo Patrese, whom James detested and
incorrectly blamed for Ronnie Peterson’s tragic
crash at Monza. He would gesture for the
microphone to pour verbal vitriol and bile over
the unfortunate Riccardo. He wasn't too keen on
Nigel Mansell or Ken Tyrrell either.

Ah ves, the single microphone — that was a
frequent bone of contention. It was to stop us
talking over each other but, in a situation where
whoever held it knew that what he wanted to say
was infinitely more relevant and entertaining
than whatever the other chap wanted to say, it
certainly caused some commentary-box friction
but, thankfully, it doesn’t seem to have been
obvious to the viewers.

James undoubtedly thought I talked too much
and I undoubtedly thought I didn’t talk enough,
but at the 1989 Belgian Grand Prix I had to do
all the talking when James, who tended to
languidly appear about five minutes before the
race began, failed to appear at all. Apologising
afterwards, he said he'd been in bed with a
stomach problem although it was alleged that
his between-the-sheets activity had actually
involved two Belgian nurses.

With seemingly insignificant provocation
James could explode with frightening rage
and I vividly remember an occasion during an
Australian GP when he did so because of some
technical glitch that was interrupting
proceedings. What with one thing and another,
he wasn’t the easiest bloke in the world to work
with in the commentary box. But the two of us
were what we were and, as the years rolled by,
we learned to live with each other. The fact that
our partnership lasted as long as it did speaks
for itself and the public loved James for his
warmth and outspokenness, his obvious
authority, his voice and his raunchy reputation.

Times were hard for him in the early 1990s.
Once a very wealthy man, he had lost almost all
his money in failed business enterprises and as
a member of a troubled insurance syndicate at
Lloyd’s of London. Yet he was cheerful enough
when we did our commentary on the 1993
Canadian Grand Prix from the BBC's London
Televison Centre. Two days later came the
shocking news that James had died as the result
of a massive heart attack.

In the foreword I wrote for Gerald
Donaldson’s superb biography of James, I said:
“In the ordinary lives that most of us lead we
come and go without making any great impact
on the world at large. Yet you wouldn’t say that
about James Hunt.” I never spoke more truly, for
he was, indeed, an unforgettable character. ()

PHOTO: GETTY IMAGES
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With over 50 years combined experience in organising We are fully bonded by ABTA (Y0147) and ATOL (10168)
motor racing events, we offer a friendly and flexible so you can be sure your money is safe. Our credentials
service and look forward to helping create the perfect are flawless.

itinerary for you.

Call us now to discuss your plans on 0845 375 0300 Granditiing
or visit our website grandstandstandmotorsports.co.uk 'MOTOR SPORTS




NEW SEAI

just £169 per month
h £1,000 towards your deposit.!
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SEAT LEON Best small tamdly car
Less tham E36.000

R e

ENJOYNEERING

ORDER BY 30™ SEPTEMBER AND GET THE FOLLOWING EQUIPMENT FREE OF CHARGE (WORTH £1,915**).

SEAT Leon 5DR 1.2 TSI S - Solutions representative example based on 10,000 miles per annum*

Duration: 36 months SEAT UK Deposit contribution:  £1,000.00 Optional final payment:  £6,506.97 Amount of credit: £11,320.61
35 monthly paymentsof:  £169.00 Retail cash price: £15,670.00 Option to purchase fee?: £60.00 Representative APR: 4.9% APR
Customer deposit: £3,349.39 Acceptance fee; £125.00 Total amount payable: £16,956.36 Rate of interest: 4.2% fixed
Full deposit: £4,349.39 Total payable by customer: £15,956.36

4.9% APR representative rouowuson: B3 [ SEAT.CO.UK

Official fuel consumption forthe New SEAT Leon range in mpg (litres per 100km): urban 36.7 (7.7) - 61.4 (4.6); extra-urban 57.6 (4.9) — 85.6 (3.3); combined 47.9 (5.9) - 74.3
(3.8). COz emissions 137 — 99g/km. Standard EU Test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. Model shown is the New Leon 1.2 TSI 105PS SE at £16,790 RRP with
optional electric sunroof at £695 RRP, 17" Dynamic alloy wheels at £350 RRP and full LED headlights at £995 RRP. Offer may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Retail Sales only. 1Payable with first
payment. 2Payable with optional final payment. *4.4p per mile excess mileage charges apply. T£1,000 deposit contribution is available to customers who purchase their car with Solutions.
Terms and conditions apply. Further charges may be payable if vehicle is returned. Indemnities may be required. Subject to vehicle availability. Subject to status. Available to over 18s in the UK from
participating dealers only. SEAT Finance, Freepost SEAT Finance. Subject to each model specification and cost option fitment. Pricing and finance valid from 1st July 2013 to 30th September 2013.
**(ffer available on SE and FR models when ordered before 30th September 2013 from participating dealers only. £1,915 RRP refers to optional specification if priced individually.

._.E_'l
=4 SEAT recommends Castrol EDGE Professional
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