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FKNK - 48 Sena ta’ Storja...

ll-Federazzjoni Kaccaturi Nassaba Konservazzjonisti
(FKNK) kienet minn dejjem il-pijuniera bhala I-vuci tal-
kaccatur u n-nassab Malti u Ghawdxi. Stabbilita lura
fis-17 ta’ Settembru 1973 bhala Ghagda Nazzjonali
tal-Kaccaturi u n-Nassaba bil-ghan principali li jkunu
ppreservati it-tradizzjonijiet socjokulturali tal-kacca u
l-insib f'ambitu ta’ konservazzjoni tal-ambjent naturali.
Minkejja li z-zminijiet jinbidlu dan jibga’ I-ghan ewlieni
sal-lum.

Kien meta kien, dejjem kien hemm sitwazzjonijiet
difficli.
b’'determinazzjoni u kuragg kbir hekk ser tibga’

Biss, I-FKNK gatt ma gatghet galbha, u

tahdem, billi tiehu decizjonijiet u azzjonijiet necessarji,
anki difficli u forsi mhux dagstant popolari, pero fl-ahjar
interess tal-membri, f'wagthom u kull meta jkun hemm

bzonn.

Matul is-snin, I-FKNK sahhet il-kuntatti taghha kemm
lokali kif ukoll fl-Ewropa u internazzjonalment. Apparti
n-numru ta’ Ghagdiet minn diversi distretti f'Malta u
Ghawdex, u Sottokumitati, I-FKNK illum thaddan ukoll
affiljazzjonijiet nazzjonali ta’ diversi entitajiet li ghandom
involviment divers bhal sparar sportiv; l-artigjanat
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tal-ibbalzmar; Klabbs tat-tfal u tal-klieb tal-kacca ta’
Malta, permezz ta’ liema |-Kelb tal-Kacca ta’ Malta gie
xjentifikament stabbilit ta’ origini Maltija; u l-eqdem
prattika ta’ kacca ezistenti, dik tal-falkunerija. L-FKNK
hija affiljata ma’ seba’ assoéjazzjonijiet internazzjonali
fosthom I-akbar u l-aktar importanti huma FACE
(European Federation for Hunting and Conservation)
u CIC (International Council for Game and Wildlife
Conservation).

Kull sena I-FKNK' torganizza diversi avvenimenti u
progetti ta’ konservazzjoni. Fost dawn isiru diversi
wirjiet u kompetizzjonijiet ta’ klieb tal-kacca, ghasafar
tal-ghana, ibbalzmar, |-akbar sparatura tat-timijiet fuq
il-plattini, ec¢., u organizzazzjoni ta’ hargiet ghat-tfal,
Zjarat fl-iskejjel u fieri tal-kacca. Bhala progetti bhalissa
I-FKNK ghandha dak tal-introduzzjoni mill-gdid tal-
Barbagann fis-selvagg, it-trobbija u tlug ta’ gamiem
ghar-ricerka, u |-mixtla ta’ arbuxelli u sigar indigeni,
apparti t-tmexxija tar-Razzett tal-Baghal inkluz il-muzew
tal-kaéca u l-insib, u dik tar-Riservi tal-Mizieb u |-Ahrax.
Ghaldagstant, l-esperjenza ta’ dawn it-48 sena ghandha
sservi ta’ bazi ghal pedament biex jizgura t-triq ‘il
quddiem ghall-vizjoni tal-FKNK ghall-gejjieni.
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FKNK - 48 Years of History....

The Federation for Hunting and Conservation - Malta
(FKNK) has always been the pioneer as the voice of the
Maltese and Gozitan hunter and trapper. Established
on 17 September 1973 as the National Association of
Hunters and Trappers with the main aim of preserving
the socio-cultural traditions of hunting and trapping in
the context of conservation of the natural environment.
Although times change this remains the main goal to
this day.

During the years, there were always difficult situations.
However, the FKNK has never lost heart, and with great
determination and courage it will continue to work,
taking necessary decisions and actions, even difficult
and perhaps not so popular, but in the best interest of
its members, in a timely and informed manner.

Over the years, the FKNK has strengthened its contacts
both locally, in Europe and internationally. Apart from
the number of Associations from various districts in
Malta and Gozo, and Sub-Committees, the FKNK
today also has national affiliations of various entities
with diverse involvement such as sports shooting;
taxidermy; Clubs of children and hunting dogs of Malta,
by means of which latter Club the Maltese Hunting Dog
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(Kelb tal-Kacéa ta’ Malta) was scientifically established
to be of Maltese origin; and the oldest existing hunting
practice, that of falconry. The FKNK is affiliated with
7 international associations among which the largest
and most important are FACE (European Federation
for Hunting and Conservation) and CIC (International
Council for Game and Wildlife Conservation).

Every year the FKNK organizes various events and
conservation projects. Among these are various shows
and competitions of hunting dogs, finches, taxidermy,
the biggest clay-pigeon shooting teams-competition,
etc., and organization of outings for children, school
visits and hunting Fairs. As for projects, currently the
FKNK has the reintroduction of the Barn Owl in the
wild, the breeding and release of Turtle Doves for
research purposes, and the Nursery of native shrubs
and trees, apart from the management of the 16
century farmhouse Razzett tal-Baghal, which includes a
Showcase-museum of hunting and trapping artefacts,
and that of the Mizieb and Ahrax Reserves.

Therefore, the experience of these 48 years should
serve as the foundation for securing the way forward
for FKNK's vision for the future
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Passjoni

“L-affarijiet li inti passjonat dwarhom mhumiex
kazwali, imma huma s-sejha tieghek.”

[t-terminu tal-kelma passjoni hija meta persuna jkollha
sens ta’ entuzjazmu ghal xi haga ta’ interess li tqabbad
emozzjoni indeskrivibbli. Fil-hajja ta’ kuljum hija din
il-passjoni, il-mod ta’ hajja ta’ dak li jkun li jzommu
haj, kuntent u jhares ‘il quddiem b’entuzjazmu fil-
hajja. Persuna li ma jkollhiex passjoni ghal xi haga
jew ofra li tista’ taghtiha sodisfazzjon f'hajjitha, aktarx
tkun imdejga ghax ma jkollhiex dwar xiex tohlom u
tistenna b’entuzjazmu I-gejjieni f'hajjitha, u ta’ spiss
tinfexx tivvendika ruha minn min ikollu x-xorti u I-barka
ta’ passjoni, tkun li tkun. Il-kaccatur u n-nassab huwa
mbierek ghax ihaddan il-passjoni, jew kif nafuha ahna fil-
gzejjer Maltin, ‘namra’, tat-tradizzjonijiet socjokulturali
tal-ka¢c¢a u l-insib. Passjoni mimlija emozzjoni li huwa
difficli tiddeskrivihom bil-kliem.

Ghalhekk, I-FKNK tithem xi jhoss kull kaé¢atur u nassab
genwin ghaliex ahna kollha nifformaw parti minn
din il-komunita li thaddan l-istess passjoni f'ghaqda
wahda. L-FKNK ser tibga’ tkun hemm biex tassigura
u tiddefendi l-interessi tal-passjoni tal-kacca u l-insib,
li ghandhom gheruq fondi u b'sahhithom fil-kultura tal-

gzejjer taghna.

Passion

“The things you are passionate about are not
random, they are your calling.”

The term passion is when a person develops a sense of
enthusiasm for something of interest that engages an
indescribable emotion. In everyday life it is this passion,
the way-of-life that keeps one alive, happy and looking
forward with enthusiasm in life. A person who has no
passion for one thing or another that can give him or
her satisfaction in life, is likely to be annoyed because
he has nothing to dream about or look forward to in
life, and often seeks revenge on those blessed with
the possession of a passion, whatever this may be.
The hunter and the trapper are blessed and embrace
the passion, or as we know it in the Maltese islands,
‘namra’, of the socio-cultural traditions of hunting and
trapping. An emotion-filled passion that is hard to
describe in words.

Therefore, the FKNK understands how every genuine
hunter and trapper feels because we are all part of
this community that embraces the same passion in
one. The FKNK will continue to be there to secure
and defend the interests of the passion for hunting
and trapping, which have deep and strong roots in the

culture of our islands.




Kultura

“Id-differenzi krudéjali li jiddistingwu s-sodjetajiet
umani u I-bnedmin mhumiex bijologi¢i. Huma

kulturali.”

ll-lingwa, I-arkitettura, I-arti, |-artigjanat, u I-gastronomija
huma suggetti kulturali li matul I-istorja haddnu sens
ta’ identita ta’ pajjiz jew komunita. Il-gzejjer taghna
ghandhom storja ta’ 'l fuq minn 7,000 sena, u naraw
li l-pratti¢i socjokulturali tal-kacca u I-insib, fosthom
ukoll l-eqdem prattika ta’ kacca ezistenti fl-istorja tal-
bniedem, dik tal-falkunerija, naggxu impatt sostanzjali

u sinifikanti f'Malta u Ghawdex.

Naraw biss wiehed mill-aspetti kulturali li baga’ fostna
u huwa parti mill-hajja ta’ kuljum tal-poplu Malti: |-platt
tradizzjonali tipiku tal-fenkata, li huwa mfittex kemm
mill-pubbliku lokali kif ukoll minn dawk |i jzuru I-gzejjer
taghna. Dan il-platt origina minhabba n-numru kbir ta’
fniek slavag li kienu jinstabu fil-gzejjer Maltin.
L-FKNK temmen ferm fl-importanza |i nibgghu
nhaddmu |-identita taghna, specjalment dak kollu
b'rabta kulturali.
dak tal-insib tradizzjonali tal-gamiem, dwar liema

Fost dawn il-prattici kulturali nsibu

prattika ahna zgur ser nibgghu nahdmu bi shih biex
nergghu naraw lil min jerga’ jonsob ghall-gamiem fil-
gzejjer taghna.

Hekk ghamilna ghall-Kelb tal-Kacca ta’ Malta, fejn
illum grazzi ghal ricerka xjentifika, nafu, li din ir-razza
hija ta’ origini Maltija. Grazzi ghall-Klabb Kelb tal-
Kacca ta’ Malta, li I-FFKNK waqggfet fI-2010, ser nibgghu
nahdmu biex nissalvagwardjaw dak li hu Malti b'rabtiet

u konnessjonijiet mal-prattici tal-kacca u l-insib.
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Culture

“The crucial differences which distinguish human
societies and human beings are not biological. They
are cultural.”

handicrafts, and
gastronomy are cultural subjects that throughout

Language, architecture, art,
history have embraced a sense of identity of a country
or community. Our islands have a history of over 7,000
years, and we see that the socio-cultural practices of
hunting and trapping, including the oldest existing
hunting practice in human history, that of falconry, have
a substantial and significant impact in Malta and Gozo.

We look at just one of the cultural aspects that has
stayed with us and is part of the daily life of the
Maltese people: the typical traditional rabbit-dish or in
Maltese “fenkata”, which is sought after by both the
local public and those who visit our islands. This dish
originated due to the large number of wild rabbits that
were found in the Maltese islands.

The FKNK strongly believes in the importance of
continuing to cultivate our identity, especially all of
those with cultural ties. Among these cultural practices
we find that of traditional turtle dove trapping (live-
capturing), regarding which practice we will surely
continue to work hard to eventually see local turtle
dove trappers return to their trapping sites to again
enjoy their passion.

We did this for the Maltese Hunting Dog (Kelb tal-Kac¢ca
ta’ Malta), where today, thanks to scientific research,
we know that this breed is of Maltese origin. Thanks to
the Malta Hunting Dog Club, which the FKNK founded
in 2010, we will continue to work to safeguard what
is Maltese with links and connections to hunting and
trapping practices.
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Sostenibbilta - Konservazzjoni - Komunikazzjoni
Sustainability - Conservation - Communication

Dawn huma t-tliet pilastri li Ikoll flimkien irridu nhaddnu
ghal gejjieni xieraq u bilan¢jat. Tliet pilastri li jridu
jahdmu b’mod holistiku biex il-vizjoni, il-missjoni u
l-istrategija tal-FKNK jizguraw li kemm l-objettivi fit-tul

kif ukoll dawk fuq zmien gasir ikunu cari u jitkejlu.

Irridu nkunu sodi u lesti biex nilgghu kull sfida [i tista’
tigi minn kwalunkwe direzzjoni, specjalment ta’ dawk li
jridu jeqgirduna u jekk jista’ jkun jeliminawna ghalkollox.
Ghal dawn ghandna nirreagixxu b'dagstant argumenti
sodi, ragonamenti adegwati u bbazati fug xjenza

informata u fatti.

Bl-istess determinazzjoni rridu nizguraw li nwasslu

gharfien fattwali lill-bqjja tal-pubbliku.
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These are the three pillars that together we must
Three
pillars that must work holistically to ensure that FKNK’s

embrace for a proper and balanced future.

vision, mission and strategy ensure that both long-term
and short-term objectives are clear and measurable.

We must be firm and ready to meet any challenge
that may come from any side, especially from those
who want to destroy us and if possible eliminate
us altogether. To these we must react with sound
arguments, adequate reasoning and facts based on

informed science.

With the same determination we must ensure that we

deliver factual knowledge to the rest of the pubilic.
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SOSTENIBBILTA

Irridu nassiguraw li dak li geghdin nipprattikaw huwa
sostenibbli, jigifieri li jiflah, perezempju, in-numru li
nkunu rridu niehdu minn tali spec¢i permezz tal-kacca
u/jew l-insib, minghajr ma jkun affettwat l-istat ta’
konservazzjoni ta’ dik |-ispeci fis-selvagg. B’hekk inkunu
nistghu nissalvagwardjaw I-attivitajiet so¢jokulturali tal-
kacca u l-insib filwagt li nibqghu nkunu gwardjani tal-
ambjent naturali kif ukoll tal-bijodiversita ta’ madwara -
kemm ghalina fil-prezent kif ukoll ghall-generazzjonijiet
futuri.

Is-sostenibbilta u I-holgien ta’ bijodiversita minn
dejjem kienu prijorita ghall-FKNK. [llum dawn huma
evidenti fil-progetti kurrenti tal-introduzzjoni mill-gdid
tal-Barbagann fis-selvagg, it-trobbija u tlug ta’ gamiem
ghar-ricerka, il-mixtla ta’ arbuxelli u sigar indigeni, u
l-immaniggjar tar-Riservi tal-Mizieb u |-Ahrax li huma
ta’

importanti fil-gzejjer Maltin. F'dawn ir-Riservi, li nholqu

whud mill-aktar zoni abitat naturali afforestati
grazzi ghax-xoghol volontarju li ghamlu membri tal-
FKNK matul ghexieren ta’ snin, illum geghdin isiru
diversi interventi biex nassiguraw rigenerazzjoni,
kreazzjoni u salvagwardja ta’ speci fl-ekologija li jinsabu
f'dawn iz-zoni. Filwaqt i, bis-sahha tal-Klabb tal-Kelb
tal-Kacca ta’ Malta l-origini tal-kelb bhala wiehed Malti
ta sens ta’ identita u valur kulturali lill- gzejjer Maltin,
I-FKNK behsiebha ssostni dan b’'mod aktar wiesa’ fl-

isfera internazzjonali.
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SUSTAINABILITY

We need to ensure that what we are practicing is
sustainable, that is, that it can withstand, for example,
the number we want to harvest from a species
through hunting and / or trapping, without affecting
the conservation status of that species in the wild.
In this way we will be able to safeguard the socio-
cultural activities of hunting and trapping while
remaining guardians of the natural environment and
the surrounding biodiversity - both for the present and

future generations.

Sustainability and biodiversity creation have always
been a priority of the FKNK. Today these are evident
in the current projects of the Barn Owl reintroduction
into the wild, the breeding and release of Turtle Doves
for research purposes, the Nursery of native shrubs
and trees, and the management of the Mizieb and
Ahrax Reserves, which areas constitute some of the
most important zones of forested natural habitat in the
Maltese islands. In these Reserves, which were created
thanks to the voluntary work carried out by members
of the FKNK over decades, various interventions are
being made today to ensure the regeneration, creation
and safeguarding of species in the ecology found in
While, thanks to the Maltese Hunting
Dog Club, the Maltese origin of the dog gave a sense

these areas.
of identity and cultural value to the Maltese islands,

the FKNK intends to support this more widely in the
international sphere.
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KONSERVAZZJONI

“ll-kacca mhix biss it-tehid ta’ ghasafar minn
popolazzjoni selvagga, izda attivita matul is-sena
kollha ghall-konservazzjoni u Il-immaniggjar tal-
abitat taghhom.”

Din hija I-linja ta’ narrativa li rridu nimxu maghha.
Meta kaccatur jew nassab jiehu xi speci mis-selvagg,
jaghmel dan b’kuxjenza safja li hu jkun diga geda
dmiru fil-konservazzjoni kemm tal-ispeci kif ukoll tal-
abitat naturali tal-istess speci. ll-konservazzjoni hija
indispensabbli ghall-bijodiversita, ghalhekk [-FKNK
ser tassigura li |-konservazzjoni tal-ambjent naturali
ingenerali tibga’ prijorita wkoll ghall-gejjieni.

Kif diga kien spjegat, |-FKNK thaddan diversi
kampanji u progetti ta’ konservazzjoni. Dan isir ukoll
kontinwament b’mod volontarju minn eluf ta" membri
tal-FKNK i fl-ahhar mill-ahhar huma I-aktar partijiet
interessati fis-so¢jeta taghna, hafna minnhom huma
titolari jew gwardjani ta’ artijiet rurali.
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CONSERVATION

“Hunting is not just the taking of birds from a
wild population, but a year-round activity for the
conservation and management of their habitat.”

This is the line of thought we have to follow. When a
hunter and / or trapper takes a species from the wild,
he does so with a clear conscience that he has already
contributed towards the conservation of both the
species and the natural habitat of the same species.
Conservation is indispensable for biodiversity, so the
FKNK will ensure that the conservation of the natural
environment in general remains a priority for the future

as well.

As already explained, the FKNK has a number of
conservation campaigns and projects. This is also
done continuously on a voluntary basis by thousands of
FKNK members who are ultimately the most interested
parties in our society, many of whom are owners or

guardians of rural lands.
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KOMUNIKAZZJONI
Aktar Qrib il-Membri...

Is-sahha u I-ghagda ta’ kull organizzazzjoni tinsab fil-
membri. ll-komunikazzjoni hija |-qofol importanti ta’ kif
wiehed iwassal messagg kif ukoll kif dak li jkun jisma’
u jifthem il-messagg tal-parti |-ohra. Ghaldagstant, il-
komunikazzjoni kemm minghand I-FKNK lill-Membri, kif
ukoll vi¢i versa hija indispensabbli. Dan illum hu aktar
facli bl-ghajnuna ta’ komunikazzjoni digitali, |-aktar il-
midja sodjali, u anke b’'mezzi ta’ komunikazzjoni ohra.

Ghalhekk, ser nassiguraw i kull membru tal-FKNK,
irrelevanti x'tip ta’ mezz ta” komunikazzjoni l-aktar juza,
jintlahag u jkun dagstant facli ghalih li jwassal lefnu
ghand [-FKNK. B’hekk il-membri jkunu aktar grib u
parti mill-FKNK.

Ser jigu organizzati aktar lagghat diretti mal-membri
f'diversi lokalitajiet; ser nintrodu¢u mezzi aktar moderni
ta’ komunikazzjoni; ser inkunu geghdin norganizzaw
aktar ghaqgdiet distrettwali, li jridu jkunu aktar attivi
fir-rapprezentanza tad-distrett rispettiv; ser nahdmu
bis-shih  biex tkun Mid-
Dura fuqg bazi regolari u sabiex din tasal ghand kull

ippubblikata  |-gazzetta
membru; il-hwienet fejn jiltagghu mijiet ta’ kaccaturi
u nassaba ser ikunu prijorita ghalina fejn nisimghu u
nwiegbu mistogsijiet filwaqt li nindirizzaw xoghlijiet u
sitwazzjonijiet ohra kurrenti.
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Common Pheasan|

COMMUNICATION

Closer to Members...

The strength and unity of every organization lies in its
Members. Communication is the key to delivering
a message as well as listening to and understanding
the other party’s message. Therefore, communication
both from the FKNK to the Members and vice versa is
indispensable. This is made easier today with the help
of digital communication, especially social media, and

even other means of communication.

Thus, we will ensure that every member of the FKNK,
no matter what type of means of communication he
uses the most, is accessible and likewise easy for him to
deliver his voice to the FKNK. This will bring Members
closer and part of the FKNK.

Further direct meetings with Members will be organized
in various locations; we will introduce more modern
means of communication; we will be organizing more
district associations, which have to be more active
in representing the respective district; we will work
hard to have the Mid-Dura newspaper published on
a regular basis and to reach every Member; Shops
where hundreds of hunters and trappers meet will be
a priority for us to listen to and answer questions while
addressing other current tasks and situations.
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Socjeta Inklussiva

Kifkonna pijunieribiex dhalna gol-iskejjel, sernassiguraw
li dan ser jibga" jsir. Ser nibqghu nahdmu biex it-
tfal taghna u I-generazzjoni futura tkun tista’ taghraf
l-verita tal-pratti¢i taghna. Ser inkomplu nippubblikaw
materjal edukattiv ghat-tfal fl-iskejjel, kif ukoll inkomplu
bi produzzjoni ta’ filmati vizwali li jghinu jippromovu
x-xoghol kontinwu tal-FKNK. B’hekk biss nistghu nkunu
gwardjani tal-prattici taghna, billi nippromwovu sens ta’

kultura b’'mod edukattiv ghall-poplu.

Sernaghmluizjed promozzjonibiex aktar personalitajiet,
skejjel, ghaqdiet u I|-pubbliku ingenerali jzuru u
jaghmlu uzu mir-Razzett tal-Baghal. Dan huwa l-uniku
centru pubbliku mhaddan mir-rapprezentanza tal-

kaccaturi u n-nassaba, I-FKNK, u ghalhekk ahna kburin

bih. Apparti |-muzew tal-kacca u l-insib u ¢-centru
ta’ informazzjoni relatat mal-kultura u |-pajsagg Malti,
biswit ir-razzett jinsabu zewg progetti ohra tal-FKNK -
dak ta’ introduzzjoni mill-gdid tal-Barbagann u |-Mixtla

ta’ arbuxell u sigar indigeni.

Ser nahdmu biex nippromwovu |-element kulturali i
jaghtina sensta’ identita, anki permezz tal-gastronomija.
Dan johlog sens ta’ komunikazzjoni, fejn naraw kemm
l-aspett gastronomiku kulinari tal-kacéa huwa dejjem
referenza b'sahhitha u importanti li twassal ghal valur
ta’ rispett mill-pubbliku lejn |-eqdem prattika ezistenti
li taghmel uzu tajjeb ta’ rizorsi naturali rinnovabbli.
Permezz tan-natura tal-kultura Mediterranja taghna
se nkomplu norganizzaw attivitajiet socjali biex nilhqu
wkoll il-pubbliku ingenerali.

Inclusive Society

As we pioneered schools’ visits, we will ensure that
this continues. We will continue to work to enable our
children and the future generation to recognize the
truth and facts about our practices. We will continue
to publish educational material for children in schools,
as well as continue to produce visual footage that will
help promote the ongoing work of the FKNK. Only
in this way can we be guardians of our practices by
promoting a sense of culture in an educational way for
the people.

We will do more promotion for more personalities,
schools, associations and the general public to visit
and make use of the 16 century farmhouse Razzett tal-
Baghal. This is the only public centre embraced by
the representation of hunters and trappers, the FKNK,
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and so we are proud of it. Apart from the Museum

of hunting and trapping and the Information Centre
related to Maltese culture and landscape, next to
the farm there are two other FKNK projects - that of
reintroduction of the Barn Owl into the wild and the
Nursery of native shrubs and trees.

We will work to promote the cultural element that gives
us a sense of identity, including through gastronomy.
This creates a sense of communication, where we see
how the culinary gastronomic aspect of the game is
always a strong and important reference that leads to
a value of respect from the public towards the oldest
existing practice that makes good use of renewable
natural resources. As a direct result of the nature of
our Mediterranean culture we will continue to organize

social activities to engage the general public as well.
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NOTES
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