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Conmissioner Kevin Warren
Big Ten Conference
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Conmmuissioner Warren,

We are writing you today to urge the Big Ten Conference to transparently reconsider its decision
to cancel the fall football seasen.

Other major conferences have proven over recent weeks that football and other fall sports can be
conducted safely. Big Ten athletic programs have led the wavy for plaver safetv by ensuring
student athletes have access to regular testing and are under tight physical distancing controls.
Five weeks ago. conference leaders releazed vpdated and enhanced testing. quarantine, amd
isolation policies. These efforts have been successful at preventing the spread of COVID-19, yet
the conference disregarded this success by canceling the fall season anyway.

The University of Nebraska’s student athletes, coaches, and administrators have overwhelmingly
expressed support of a fall sports seasen. The Big Ten Conference’s fall sports cancellation,
especially while other miajor conferences have successfully prepared to return to action, placed
our student athletes at a disadvantage to their peers on and off the playing field. Big Ten member
mstitutions also stand to lose hundreds of oullions of dollars that support vital student

scholarships and programs.

Safely retorning to play this fall has support from players, parents, coaches, and fans in the state
of Nebraska. Therefore, we respectfully ask that you reconsider your decision and work with our
university leaders to allow sports to resume this fall

Sincerely,
Nebraska State Senator Julie Slama

Ce: Big Ten Council of Presidents and Chancellors
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Senator Suzanne Geist Senator Lou Ann Linehan



