~

S

SPECIAL ISSUE-20.FEBRUARY 1981-GREAT BRITAIN 1€ - USA $2,95-CDN $2,95




CHAMPION'S

“TRA

Champion's involvement in
motor sport has given them winner
after winner inall types of racing.

~ Andit’s by being totally involved
with all the successful teams that
Champion have built up this outstand-
Ing record and made themselves an
invaluable part of the racing scene.

Whatever their engine -Ford
Cosworth, Ferrari, Renault-the Grand

Prix teams appreciate the difference
that Champion’s expert technical
advisers cangivein crucial fine tuning.

And in tough racing conditions,

where speeds approach 200 miles
an hour and engines are stretched
to the limit - they know it's a
difference worth having.

I
LIt

(CK RECORD.

CALGBCHOS2

Atevery race, on every row of
the grid Champion are there in
strength. And when it comes g
totaking the chequered flag,
Champion are past masters, fus

Sotake atipfromthe
Crand Prix giants and put
power in your engine with
Champion.

'CHAMPION

The right choice for
eévery make of car
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THE LAST
McLAREN

At Long Beach on March 15,
the name of McLaren will not
appear on the grid Instead, the
two cars entered by the com-
pany headed by Teddy Mayer
will be known as “'Marlboros,

in honour of the spansor who
has supported the team since
1974

The name “~McLaren” will not
however be allowed to disap-
pear altogether, for Mayer's
interests have been merged
with those of former F2 entrant
Ron Dennis as "McLaren Inter-
national.”” The company,
shortly to move into a new fac-
tory in Woking, is already hard
at work on the carbon-

@ The Brazilian GP. scheduled

for the bumpy Jacarepagua cir-

cuit in Rio de Janeiro on March

29, still does not have the ess-

ential sponsor. Bernie Eccles-

tone of FOCA is so determined

to secure support for the event,

however, that he remained in
Brazil while his Brabham team
was racing at Kyalami,

®The Argentine GP, twice
postponed already, now seems
likely 10 take place two weeks
after Brazil, on April 12, 10 per-
mit the two neighbouring coun-
tries to share transporation
costs for the team and cars The
Buenos Aires circuit 18 booked
on that date by a little-known
club in opposition to the AC
Argentino, and it is clear that
there are some local political

fibre chassis Mariboro MP4 for
Long Beach. The team's num-
ber one driver John Watson has
already completed a satisfac
tory shake-down test of various
MP4  suspension and other
components at Silverstone
“M’ in the car's designation
stands for the McLaren part of
the operation, while “P4"
represents Dennis’'s Project
Four F2 and F3 operation
Although an official announce
ment is still awaited from Marl-
boro, the team’s drivers this
year will be the same as at Kya-
lami, with John Watson leading
and ex-Project Four F2 driver
Andrea de Cesaris as number 2

NEW DATES

Dates for the next three Grand
Prix races are still provisional
pending sponsorship negotia-
tions. Although there is wides-
pread optimism that the FISA/-
FOCA dispute will soon be over,
there is still a possibility that
last-minute calendar changes
may be necessary.

As we wenl (o press, however,
it looks as though March and
April are going 10 be tough for
F1 mechanics, with three races
to be firted into six weeks, not
to mention the travel arrange-
ments required to take the cars
1o three different countries

® Long Beach will 1ake place on
March 15 Orgamiser Chris
Pook expects 10 have a “one
hundred per cent turn out,” and
all teams are now

P to be settled before
hand. Nevertheless, Argentine
colleagues tell us that the race
will go ahead regardless of
these and any other difficulties

MAYER TAKES
ON THE REGIE

The argument continues
between MclLaren boss Teddy
Mayer and the Renault team,
whom Mayer has accused of
‘poaching his  promising
driver Alain Prost

While a happy Prost is already
settling in during test sessions
with the turbo-Renault, a some-
what less jubilant Mayer is call-

ing in the lawyers 1o settle the
1ssue.

Mayer says that he has been
offered a financial settlement
by Renault, “just about
enough’’, he says, 1o buy anice
meal for me and my sponsors in
a good restaurant” He feels
that  his team effectively
invested far more than that in
Prost’s first F1 season, and he
is looking for appropriate comp-
ensation

AVON ENTERS
THE SCENE

Announced in London at the
end of January was the
news that Avon tyres of Melk-
sham in Wilshire would be
making racing tyres this year,

PRINg into the gap
left by the withdrawal of Geg.
e Goo-

Unlike Goodyear and the other
tyre companies which have
supplied F1 racing since the
war, however, Avon tyres will
be sold — not given to the
teams. A price of 500 pounds
per set has provisionally been
mentioned, which will make a
significant increase in costs
Avon had planned to re-enter
racing in 1982 (They last sup
plied F1 covers in 1960), and
the programme has been accel
erated deliberately in order to
accomodate former Goodyear
F1 users. At the announce-
ment, however, there were no
production tyres to be seen,
while plans to test pre-produc-
non tyres were being kept
unusually secret
An agreement has been
reached by Avon for its racing
tyres to be sold and serviced
through IRTS (International
Race Tire Services), the British
company Set up seven years
ago by ex-Firestone man Jean
Mosnier and Bernard Eccles-
tone to service Goodyear's
customer” racing tyres. A
number of ex-Goodyear person-
nel have been engaged to look
after the expanded business
Although strong denials were
issued at the announcement
that IRTS had any connection
with the tyres to be used for the
South African GP, there was a
small party of IRTS engineers in
South Africa 1o look after the
standard-issue tyres being used
by all the teams
These tyres were Goodyear
products left over from last
year's British national Aurora
F1 championship. They proved
remarkably competitive with
last year's non-turbo times at
Kyalami, which means that
ar goes out of F1 racing
on a good note.

WHY DIDN'T
THEY COME ?

From the comfort of
offices in Paris, the Fu:ch ::::'
nalists who so pointedly stayed
away l.rzn 'lor:'Swm African
i
assumptions. The m nomon.?:
was that the absence of three
or four teams lincluding the two
French ones Ij was the cause of
the smallest crowd ever seen at
lhov race, normally the Repu-
blic's best-aty Sportit
event of the year. e

Apart from GPl's Michel-Alain
Konig (Publishing Director of
our English language edition)
only journalist Didier Braillon
(Auto-HEBDO) and photogra-
pher Thierry Bovy (DPPI) had
come from France. Like us, they
realised that one important fac
tor which must have played its
part in deterring the South Afri
can public was the weather
Heavy rain had been falling
almost continually for a month
before the race, as a result of
which the many thousands of
fans who normally spend the
weekend at Kyalami with their
tents and barbecues stayed at
home in front of their TV sets
An even more powerful deter
rent, however, may have been
the mi'nicipal ban on alcoholic
refreshments being brought
into the circuit. Although it is an
old law, for some reason the
police decided to enforce it
strictly . id did nothing to lift the
atmosphere of a paddock where
even the normal shorts and
sunhats had been replaced with
umbrellas and waterproofs

Of one thing there was no
doubt. New circuit owner Bobby
Hartslief, wha had boldly gone
ahead with the promotion of
the face despite all the difficult-
ies facing him, announced an
attendance well down on
expeclations, ~'We needed
50,000 paying spectators 10
break even,” he confessed,
“and we didn't get them — not
this time.”

Beer drinking is NOW o gl
established as the lo".:"“'
hobby of Australia. has

champion Alan
moved in on the
before he left his home

Jones
nort!Y
act. SPOC

Melbourne in  January, he
bought a pub |

It's only six kilometres from
my farm,” he says, “on a road
which is well used by tourists
going 1o the seaside or to the
mountains for skiing. It's just a
bit of fun for me, and I'm
already planning some major
alterations to make the place

more attractive

PROJECT PIG

Most racing enthusiasts will
know Ron Dennis, one of the
directors of the newly reorga-
nised McLaren International
team, as a successful past
entrant of F2 and F3 cars. Very
few of them, however, will
know that Ron has an entirely
separate career as a pig farmer
in Brazil

Ron’s main partner at Project
Four, the Woking-based com
pany which until this year has
maintained his racing cars, is
Creighton Browne, a racing
enthusiast who has competed
in the cut and thrust of the Brit-
ish Clubman’s Formula. Creigh-
ton’s most important claim to
fame, however, is as Britain’s
most successful pig breeder, a
talent which he has been

exporting to Brazil for several
years

With Creighton as his partner
in the racing business, figured
Ron Dennis, why not join him in
pigs? « We have a lovely pro-
perty together near Porto
Alegre, in Rio Grande do Sul =,
says Ron. « Creighton spends a

lot of his time in Brazl these
days because he’s using his
expertise to set up similar oper
ations for Brazilians »

It sounds like a delightful place
to spend a holiday. Ron, though,
Is_still waiting to find out
« Racing keeps me so busy » he
says, «that | haven't yet found
the time to visit the place

BMW :

NOT YET

When the British teams
announced that they would

honour the FOCA contract to go
to South Africa, the Brabham
team let it be known that they
would be taking along their
BT49 muleta chassis complete
with its 1.5-litre turbocharged
4-cylinder BMW engine
The BMW had already been
tested in the Brabham by Nel-
son Piquet at Ricard, where its
top speed had raised a few eye-
brows, but BMW Competitions
boss, Dieter Stappert, insisted
that it was far from reliable yet
Nevertheless, it would have
been extremely interesting to
see it race at the 6000f alti-
tude of Kyalami which favoured
the turbo-Renaults so decisively
last year. Whether the promise
of the BMW turbo was a public-
ity stunt or not, it was a disap-
pointment for the local fans not
to have at least one contrasting
engine note in the field.
It is most unlikely now that the
BMW turbo will race until mid
season at ihe earliest, although
the factory has released perfor-
mance figures of 557bhp at
9,500 rpm using a boost pres-
sure from the single KKK turbo-
charger of 2 8 atmospheres
Perhaps the most significant
announcement from BMW is
that the engine will be made
available in due course to any
team which has the
100,000 DM (23,500 pounds)
to pay for it « Bernve Ecclestone
insisted that a turbo engine
should be sold to anyone who
wanted it », says Stappert. If
turbos are to take over from the
Cosworth, it seems that BMW
is prepared to fill the gap

Dear Commendatore,

We were all really sorry that you wer-
en’t able to be with us at Kyalami. It
wasn’t just the pressmen like us who
mis_sed you, either. There are so many
racing fans, right around the world, to
whom you mean so much. You have al-
ways enjoyed the passionate heartfelt
admiration of us all, spectators and pro-
fessionals alike.

Yes, we really missed having you with

us this time, because we are returning
from South Africawith some memorable
tales to tell, despite the efforts of some
bluenosed characters whom we don’t
propose to mentionin this card. Whatwe
saw taking place at Kyalami was a truly
grand Grand Prix, with all your old
friends taking part. We had the Guv'nor
from Lotus, Uncle Ken, little Bernie's
Brabhams, Frank Williams and the
McLaren men.
Emerson was there with his boys from
Brazil (he's retired from driving, you
know), there were the Arrows, cars from
ATS, Ensign and Theodore : why, even
March brought along two cars after four
years away.

Perhaps there was a tinge of sadness,
maybe even bitterness, among the faith-
ful gathered together on Saturday after-
noon. But they were delighted with the
courage and initiative which the orga-
nisers and competitors had shown in for-
getting grubby politics, at least forafew
happy days, in order to concentrate for
once on some genuine racing. It was
everything that a Grand Prix should be,
thrilling all those racing fans, your fans,
Mr Ferrari.

February 7th 1981 will go down in the
books as the day when a great victory
was won by the men of decision, bold
men with worthy aims. We toast their
victory and congratulate all those who
took part, the teams, thedrivers, the me-
chanics, the organisers, and — yes — the
spectators who didn’t lose faith in the
sport’s ability to survive all setbacks.

Nevertheless, dear Commendatore,
there was something lacking and we
could not help but feel a bit sad. If only
you had been there!

Yes indeed, we really missed you....
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KYALAMI ON TV

It wasn't until comparatively
late thar the BBC decided to
televise the South African GP
Then, thanks to the cancella
tion of a planned skiing broad
cast. race fans \n Britain got a
bonus of half an hour’s addi
nonal race ume
In a draughty booth high above
the man grandstand, commen
tators Murray Walker and
James Hunt had a tough ume
keeping up with the changing
forwnes of the race as car after
car came into the pits. Their job
was not made any easier by the
fast-minute decision of several
drivers to change on to slick
tyres, because once the trans-
mussion has begun the com
mentators have 1o walch
what's happening on thewr TV
monitor screens, not the track
Taking over at Kyalam as the
BBC's motor racing producer
was Ricky Tilling. His predeces
sor Jonathan Martin has been
promoted to be Head of Sport at
BBC television, a position 1o
which he takes unbounded
enthusiasm for motorsport in
general and Grand Prix racing
n particular.

TOLEMAN
HOPES FOR
LONG BEACH

Toleman MD Alex Hawkridge is
so pleased with the progress
being made with his turbo-
charged British F1 car that he is
making Long Beach on March
15 a provisional target for the
Witney-based team’s F1 début
“The car looks good,~ says
Alex, “and our designer Rory
Byrne is working flat out to get
it ready.” Number one Toleman
driver Brian Henton reports
after another test session with
the F2-chassis laboratory Tole-
man that it is much more drive-
able and that the Hart engine
ran several dozen laps of Good-
wood without any problems at
all

The Toleman team has con

cluded a long-term sponsorship
agreement with Candy, the Ital-
1an domesuc appliance manu

facturer which supporied Ken
Tyrrell's team in 1979 and
1980 Toleman's number two
driver 15 expected to be Derek
Warwick, the 26 year old from
Hampshire who was Henton's
running mate in F2 last yea

A MESSAGE
FROM THE RAC

In a bid to marshal public opin
ion against the warring factions
within FISA and FOCA, the RAC
Motor Sports Association Lid
has circulated copies of the
recent corresponden
between the legal representa
tives of FOCA and the sohcit
representing the RAC MSA ar
its Managing Director, Mr B.
Tye. who is also Britain's FISA
representative

It 1s clear from the correspon
dence that not even the British
legal profession is capable of
bringing the conflict to an early
conclusion. Mr Tye also com-
plains that the struggle is now
damaging the interests of Brit
1sh competition licence holders

ce

The RAC MSA suggests that
FOCA, as a first conciliatory
step, should apply to have the
legal injunctions placed against
FISA lifted. FISA President Bal-
estre has already stated that he
cannot consider the so-called
Maranello agreement reached
by all the F1 constructors until
the injunctions have been can
celled

There s criticism also for FISA
from the governing body of Brit
1sh motorsport. “We strongly
support FOCA in their claim
that the South African GP
should count in the 1981 cham
pionship,” says the slatement,
adding that “it should be
?r::t:gh: home 10 M Balesire
unless greater heed 1s pa)
::;:,FOEIAFJ legitimate InleleDs(sd_
whole sport will
el P be des

THE LOYALISTS
WHO STAYED
BEHIND

While the so-called “loyalist
constructors (re those teams
which continue to stay in hine
with FISA) had decided to boy
-ott what they regarded as a
free formula’” non-champion
Kyalami, they took
of the unplanned
S the off-season in
jer to continue the sorting
adiness for

ars
paign
on of GPlwe car
the latest "B
version of the Renaull RE20
together with vs of the virtu
ally all-new Alfa Romeo 179C
In this issue, we have further
details of the work being car
ned out by the Latin F1 con
structors
In mid-January, Talbot invited
the press to attend the presen
tation, at Ricard, of its new
JS17, which is of course the
new born baby from Guy Ligi-
er’s workshaps at Vichy in cen
ral France. Powered by the
super-sounding Matra V12
engine, this newest of new cars
has already set some record
breaking times at Ricard. For
the time being, the sole driver
has been Jacques Laffite : his
team-mate Jean-Pierre Jabo
uille continues to make a diffi
cult recovery from his Montreal
leg injuries.
Laffite is already bubbling with
enthusiasm, for he had
expected the V12-engined car
to be little more than a stop-gap
pending the appearance of the
Matra turbo engine. In fact, the
JS17 is already showing that it
is far more than a stand-in, for
Laffite is convinced that it is
going to be a front-runner very
soon
Meanwhile, the Ferrari team is
continuing its joint tests with
the 126C V6-engined car in
both turbocharged and
= Comprex » guise. The Comprex
system, patented and deve-
loped by Braun Boveri et Cie in
Switzerland, uses a rotor driven
from the engine by a toothed
belt. Vanes inside the rotor uti
lise the exhaust gases to force
awr into the engine before
returning them to the atmos-
phere. By far the most import-
ant advantage of this system
over the turbo in a racing appli-
cation is its complete absence
of the familiar throtle lag
There is a problem, however,
with high temperatures trans.
mitted to the incomin ch,
from the exha ismae
this is Ust gases, and
b presently being studied
Y the Ferrari engineers,
Finally, Enzo Osella's latest
chassis, the A2/B, has
appeared in the hands of talian
driver Beppe Gabbiani ang Arg-
entine newcomer Mj uel-A; 2
Guerra B, o ngel
ased on the new car
which first appeared at the hal
1an GP, this latest version hi:,-
been  considerabl | Y
especially in the o,
which have baufoﬂvnammg
enefited from

wind  tunne| near
headquarters in Turin

e T A

~———/F/1AT}~FoT P
SENECT T4 arexo -

S, CRAMSY




“TWO LAPS WHICH LIFTED OURTEAM"

The first 26 laps at Kyalami were led by

Piquet and the last 49 by Reutemann : two
laps in between were the property of John

Watson, whose overweight McLaren M29

proved surprisingly competitive. Here the

experienced Ulsterman looks back on the

significance of what was destined to be a

brief moment of glory.

eing in the lead of a Grand Prix — even for only
two laps — doesn’t do any harm at all to the mor
ale of a driver or his team when you've been
laway from the front for as long as the Marlboro
McLarenteam and | have. At Kyalami we added a
fifth place finish to our two laps of glory, so there is no
question at all that it was a worthwhile trip for us. | cer
tainly sensed a “lift” among our boys in the paddock af-
terwards, and no doubt the sponsor will be feeling equally
reassured
The only word which | can think of 1o describe the atmos-
phere at Kyalami is “flaccid,” which | think means that |
didn’t feel excited when practice started. It was a great
pity that the French and ltalian teams stayed away be-
cause the South Africans had made a big effort 1o a1irac|
all m'e big names. Even their poster had a Renault turbo
on it
While the rain may have kept the speclalors away from
the turnstiles, it had a paradoxically good effect on the qu-
ality of the race itself Very few ofus willadmit 1o enjo ?n
racing in the rain, but provided the commentator hzsg
good lap charter in order to keep him up 1o date with
sitions | reckon it adds to the enjoyment of the payin 03
blic. They get to see abit of overtaking, and then lherg gr .
the pit stops which add to the fun. I'm told thay TV mik n
man Murray Walker had his lap chart working prope'?-
and that the BBC gave viewers at home a nice long lrans\f
mission.

10

> 1ast race for our M29 Mclarer
Kyalami was I’TQ“.‘;,‘;:.,_,:«.DW MP4 makes its appegrs
before the ”inr:é oldgirlis getting abitlong in th
atLong Etia‘?‘,‘ i she didn't really feel as good at
these days, and 4s the end of last year. | was disapp.
as shedid towards the ey
2l © rised to read that my car we

but not really surp ‘ ;

_ore than fifty kilos heavier at post-race scr
more S ehera’s Fittipaldi, with which | had beer
than Rosberg’s Fittip ol That'e o (o :
for quite a longime In therace. That'salotofba
carrying around with you, espec:qHy when you're at
feet altitude and the car feels pretty sluggish any
Furthermore, the car didn't work at all well on the
Goodyears which we had been given to race, so
magine that | was cheering inside my hardhat
took over the lead
OK. it was an artificial situation with the guys whe had
gambled on slicks all ready to take over when the res; o
us stopped for fresh rubber, and most of those who haq
started on wets like me already having made the r stops
The crew and | had discussed pit stops beforehand, of
course, and the idea was that | should come in when they
signalled me thatl was losing time on the people who had
switched to dries. Although | felt that | was already start
a “downer,” it would have been terrible if | had con
used them by coming in before my signal went out, so |
obeyed orders and tried to fight off the temptation to wave
at everyone watching at home on TV

I'm looking forward to working with our new designer
John Barnard, who seems to have his finger on the job of
making aerodynamics work for racing cars whether
they're fitted with skirts or not. We shall be starting offa
new era at Long Beach, because it look as though there'll
be fresh regulations and a brand new car for us to sort out
Meanwhile, I'm glad that some of us went to South Africa
It proved that some people can organise while others sit
Br;')und and talk about it. And in our team we re doers, not
talkers

in
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FILM OF THE
RACE C o

e ey
The rain had been falling for so k;‘f‘gt . - . I
before the race that it is surprising tha n o con pEn PR RS
as many as six of the 19 drivers spotted RD FOD_‘V TV v IV M
the break in the clouds and elected for Q__.’—_ s .‘.5"2

slick tyres. Jones would have joined
them if it had been possible, but his
team mate Reutemann, on pole position,
made his choice so late that there was
no time to switch the champion’s tyres
to slicks. It was Piquet who took the
lead, pulling out a huge advantage as his
Brabham coped superbly with the sod-
den road. When a dry line had formed on
the track, however, the pit stops started
for everyone except those who had pers-
evered with the dry weather tyres. Reu-
temann had nothing more to fear.

— —

3 A bump at Ciubhouse corner betwe
Arraws of newcomer Siegfried Stoht
of Geoff Lees sends the ltalian
place on his slick tyres

2. Lap 4 action as Watson prepares to pass Reu-
termann in chase of third place man Mansell. Jones
follows after his bad start.

ecisive advantage. De Angelis on slicks, batt/e
g, L S With

! Sraking for the first corner. Piquet already hag ;
rs’s yellow ATS for slcondm,ll
]

7. Elio d2 Angelis. with i slow puncture,
tyre, drives gingerdy to third place, the

| 4.Lap 5 finds Manse!| over thekerb { Lee.
€ Watso, Daly moves iate (o
still behind on slicks.

6. Now handicapped by the soft spring settings he
had chosen for the wet, Piguet concentrates on pre-
serving his second place.

PRACTICE

ractice started an hour late on

the first day, Thursday, and there

was unguestionably something
missing m the atmosphere Most
teams restricted thewr runming because
of the shortage of tyres, but imes were
at least 1.5 seconds closer 1o those
achveved by the non-lurbo cars last
year than even the tyre people had
expected. Carlos Reutemann set fas
test time on that first day. for Alan
Jones was handicapped by engines
winch either overheated or failed to
delwver enough power Both Andrea de
Cesaris (Mclaren) and Désiré Wilson
{Deutz-Tyrrell) wemt off the road, Mrs

14

VIEON twice, and the maior
was provided by Keke Rog
much-mproved  Faupaig
iatest « C - version
The second day of

all
Alan Jones at the very MOment thay

RACE

sual
ones, on wets, made his usu®
excellent star, but then his Kv@

lam: jinx struck (he's only "‘“sm’d
the South African GP once in M
Career) when his gearbox refus s
engage second gear. The order 81 !
end of the first lap was Piquet TWO
onds ahead of de Angelis and LA
';ﬂ"- who collided as Lammers Wi
NG through to second place
Lammerst:gng forced 1o the pits w;:.ﬂ
Suspension damage after this ouls! De
dingly promising return to ATS. o
gelis was 10 sutfer a slow PUNCIE,
12 in the race, which may have 7,
In the incident, and very

he was overtaken by the Mclaren
M29F of John Watson, whose experi
ence and wet road ability took him from
15th place on the grid t-rough to sec-
ond place behind Piguet which became
the lead, for only two laps, when the
Brabham ducked into the pits for four
shick tyres at the end of lap 26

There were other outstanding perfor-
mances in the wet from Derek Daly in
the brand new Marck, which he put
nta fourth place for several laps ahead
of Zunino's capably-handied Brabham-
Weismann, and from Migel Mansell,
who held 4th place after passing his
Lotus team mate Je Angelis (on shcks)
until running over a kerb and damag'ng
a skirt. Newcomer Siegfried Stohr, who
had got in front of his Arrows team

mate Riccardo Patrese on the first lap
(both were running on slicks), had a
coming-together with Geoff Lees
which spun hum off the road Soon
afterwards, the Englishman inexplica-
bly locked up at Crowthorne and was
carried away unconscious as a result of
being struck by a flying caich fence
pole

The wisdom of starting on slicks
became evident at half distance as the
track dried out and the pit stops began.
At half distance, four of the six leading
places were filled by drivers who had
started on dry-weather tyres, Reutem-
ann now leading. and this situation
was maintained 1o the finish, for Pig-
uet’s soft wet-road spring settings
made it impossible to challenge the

leader, while de Angelis was in trouble
with his defiating tyre

The only place change among the first
six in the second half of the race was
when Rosberg (who had also started
on slicks) found a way past Watson into
4th place. Zunino lost several places as
the result of a serious misfire, notabl

to Eddie Cheever’s Tyrrell. d



met that | could breathe again. It took
about half a minute. And stll there
were no marshals.”

Badly shaken, he returned to the pits
The only indication of the incident on
his body was a series of scraiches
inder his neck. But he decided after a
discussion with Doctor Rafael Grajales,
his personal travelling physician, not to
t part in the final practice session.

NOTHING BUTGLO

Reutemann @ difficult
gutemi

- ey lon’t believe this race is geing 1o
| Yoo i FumaeEid Carlos #a = ) 9

A bold gamble on tyres i South African GP, but ONGE it for points in the world champion-

time in the early stages of the Sou was his he said. “Why should | risk my

i ks the race
licks 11th cham

the others had started to stop for s ¢ as his 11

Now he wonders whether this wil
pionship success. Team mate Alan .
and could have pressed Carlos, at least
take and damaged a skirt which
retirement. It was a race of contrz

Iife for nothing ?°

Dressed in shorts and a warm-
up jacket, he stood in front of the pits,
gaunt and even leaner than usual
un a matter of minutes the rain
d to fall in big, fat drops. For Car-
ann, now, there was the
ion of seeing his pole position
set terday afternoon, beyond
» of anyone else

yi wets

Jones starte
ppio a mis
wately caused his
for the very different

i madae
til he mac




The following afternoon, there was
tension on the grid. Carlos had
managed to fit in three warm-up laps
on slicks (he used that old ploy of driv
ing through the pits instead of joining
the grid), but Frank Williams had
nsisted on switching the car to wets
It's raining, Carlos,” he said, “and
rain m :_-;‘ wet tyres. There's no deci
sion.”

But, as Frank admits, there was a break
In the weather. Three minutes before
the parade lap was due to start, a slight
wind blew, a drying wind, and this time
Frank gave Carlos the final decision
The slicks, which had already been
hurried off the grid by the mechanics,
were hauled over the guardrail and fit
ted in a flurry of air-powered wheel
wrenches which rattled with military
precision. Le than half a minute
later, as the mechanics were still tum
bling over the guardrail, the signal was
given for the cars to move off

‘I made quite a good start,” said Car
los, who was nevertheless down in 4th
place at the end of the first lap. "/t was
tricky in those conditions, but not too
difficult. Some parts of the track were
drier than others, but | found them
fairly quickly. It is difficult to know
though, who is on wets and who s on
dries; it makes It almost impaossible to
race against anyone until you know,
because the ones who are on wets
brake later, you have to stay out of their
way.

In the Williams pit, Frank kept an anx-
lous eye on his man. At one stage he

but then settled
Jtil lap 30, how
k or Carlos was

{ fallen to Bth place
into bth. It was not ur
ar Fran

st ! e Qoo rod bow 1
|'.‘..m one. By then the :Irwu‘\ .-) L‘i-l,‘.._q oy
started on wets Were m.[hf I\".[h.' T
making their pit stops Race Li.‘ |(} L
son \’\;W(‘L whose Hr.ll?h‘mlh[-.”ml L
very quick on wets {he had :.n' LHL R
suspension just Jv(‘lmrqrt”w Sl
stopped at the end of his £b "| c] ot
two laps later the number '|Il : e
Leyland came through ml.n 1”19\(;
more than seven seconds aheac 57 -
uet. The Brabham's wet road sx}lwrla}‘q
made It less than ideal for the \,z?m
tions, which were now almost (.n;“
pletely dry. Carlos had the race In Nis
pocket

hac

In the: gloom of the pits afterwards
Carlos was happy but not overjoyed l‘»‘
he carefully rubbed his :«orv”n('z:!\ I
took a gamble, a big _g.if_nbh" he said,

and it worked for me. But [ don't hon
estly think that it earned nine champ!
onship points for me, 3/!!104:{1.‘{ Frank
disagrees with me. Also, | don’t have
any trophy to help me to remember this
victory, they taok it away from me on
the podium. Neo points, no trophy. no
public. It was a strange day.”

There was a moment of banter when a
journalist asked who had made the
decision 1o start on slicks. Carlos sug
gested that the question would best be
directed at Frank, who immediately
blushed and admitted that he had dis
agreed with Carlos. Then the question

came back to the fulure statyg o
race: champlonsnip or not ¢

{ am not m’n: 2d n non C”""ﬂpm,
ship races, admitted Carlos i ’a),
professional ('ffhrt.‘.’l If | race, il m
win. | do not think | would have W to
today If the turbos had been hars R’r
way. We have no chance againgy ;t'lr-
in Argentina. Have you .':rm.rd.'h.z_-r,,,{?f
from Buenos Aires 7 Prost was ﬂff)rr;:'&
as fast without skirts as we ware i
last year with skirts and with qua,
tyres.

That's crazy from the safety pojny ;
view: getting 1/d of the skirts was g,
pased to make the cars slower, Fg;
sure, Formula 1 has a BIG Problen
What [ would like to see js some %
those guys in armchairs -"Mvmg to sit
where we sit. But | can stff enjoy m
win, even without the points and g rml"
phy

the

doin,
ifying

lan Jones looked disap-
pointed but not Particularly
upset as he packed up his hel-
met and overalls after thg
South African GP. He hagj
arrived in South Africa five days earlier
with most of his Australian winter tan
still glowing and the wicked grin which
tends to flicker & s his face when
he's anticipating a silly question from
an interviewer
The local TV spoke to him at the airport
and the papers carried the world cham.
pion’s views. “Of course the race wijl
count for the championship,” he had
said, “we have contracts to prove it.

Arguments 7 What arquments? It

seems that every time there’s a prob-

lem in Grand Prix racing there's some
objectionable Frenchman behind it.”

That, of course, is his team's official
party line, but Alan had his doubts in
private, and it goes without saying that
a non-finish in the South African race
will make him even less inclined to
campaign for the race to carry points.
It had been his decision, and no one
else’s, to start the race on wets. The
track was soaked on the warm-up laps,
with big puddles in various places, and
prudence alone said “wets”. On the
grid, however, he saw the same break
in the clouds that his team mate Reu
temann had spotted, and felt the same
breeze. But Carlos made the decision
first, and by the time his mechanics
had finished with the air jacks there
was literally no time for Alan to
change. So he decided to make the
best of a bad job and to use his wets to

. their best advantage while he could.

“| got my nose between Carlos and
Nelson, but then | couldn’t get It into
second gear, and about ten cars passed
me. Then | made my way back up to
second place and | was the first one to
stop for slicks. [t was all looking fairly
good because there were a lot of peo-
ple ahead of me still on wets.

“Then | made the silly mistake. The
incident was entirely my own fault. |
was still getting used to being on the
dry tyres, and [ tried to pass de Cesa-
ris: the car got on to a patch of water
and off | went. I'm disgusted with

myself because a person of my experi-
ence shouldnt make mistakes like
that.”

Stuck in the catch fence, Alan unfas-
tened his belts to look at the damage
Only the rear wing appeared to have
suffered, so he climbed back in and
allowed the marshals to push-start
him, as they are permitted to do when
a car is stopped in a dangerous place.
In the pits, a new rear wing was effic-
iently fitted, the belts refastened, and
he rejoined

“When | got back in the race I think |
was lapping faster than anyone else on
dries. But [ think we must have lost
one of the ceramic runners under a
skirt, because the skirt started to break
up and eventually it just disintegrated.
The car felt so bad that | decided to
stop.”

Inevitably, some observers find it ironic
that Jones, the arch-proponent of aer-
odynamic skirts, should have been
forced to retire because one of the
wretched devices let him down. Thatis
a false premise. The Williams team has
proved in race after race for almost two
years that its engineers have a better
grasp of «skirted » aerodynamics than
anyone else. Skirts have been a major
factor in Alan's world championship
and in nine of his ten GP victories. One
retirement with a malfunctioning skirt
does not invalidate the logical and per-
suasive arguments for allowing them

to remain in use for the full term of the

rules

The new champion takes a close inter-

est in the progress of the political bat-
ties, albeit in his own basic way. He
enjoys making contentious remarks
about the gentlemen in Paris, but he
likes to drive racing cars even more.
His irritation now is not so much with
the irrational behaviour of the FISA
officials as with the deadlock which
threatens to spoil the racing itself.

“l hear that Balestre has rejected the
latest set of proposals from the con-
structors,” he notes, “This time | think
he’s digging his own grave, because
it's getting to the stage where Renault
and Alfa Romeo are going to say that
they want to join in and go racing. Alfa
very nearly came here, you know. and |
hear that they'll race at Long Beach
even If there’s no agreement with
FISA. The so-called FISA tearns are
getting sick to death of it all. As long as
there's a reasonable proposal and a
compromise in the offing, they should
join in voith us and get on with the rac-

ing.
“The fact that we've had a motor race
down here in South Africa is excellent,
really encouraging, and while Balestre
5 procrastinating and postponing and
dithering, FOCA has made the decision
to go racing. At the end of the day, the
South African GP of 1881 has now
taken place. They had a reasonable
crowd, at least when you consider how
bad the weather has been; it was a
reasonable race to look at, with lots of
overtaking and pit stops; and the sea-
son has at least started. We've all got
our jobs to do, and now we've started
waork again.” O
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At ten pounds each, umbrellas were a profitable line
at Kyalami this year
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certain Frenchman’s solicitors.
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Guess who's keeping up with the
news in his favourite publication ?

S0p
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BERMIE
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For an undisclosed fee, we
will supply the name and
address of this joker to a

Getting down to business, Alan
Jones is buttoned in by his
mechanic Wayne Eckersley.

On race morning there was a fun
race between South African ex-
racing drivers at the controls of half
a dozen giant tractors suppled by
Tyrrell sponsor Magirus-Deutz.
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Désiré Wilson returned to her « home » circuit of Kyalami by courtesy
of Magirus-Deutz. the tractor makers who paid the 30.000 pound
sponsorship fee demanded by Ken Tyrrell for a one-off drive. It was not a
cheap venture, for the determined girl from the South African town of
Brakpan had several damaging spins during practice which required a
tow-in. Nevertheless, Ken Tyrrell was genuinely impressed by the very
serious approach of this 27 year old housewife now settled in Kent. who
confessed that almost six months away from the cockpit had taken the
edge off her driving. <If only I could have two or three GPs and a few test
sessions with Ken's team, | am sure that | could make a mark on For-
mula 1 » she said. Coming through from the back of the field after stalling
her engine on the grid, Désiré hauled herself into 12th place before a spin
which damaged the suspension 100 badly for her to continue.

The first woman to take part in a GP since Lella Lombardi in 1975.
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his ability despite the handicap of a slow car.

Kyalami with Irishman Derek Daly. whose call-nigvcflu‘:’n?e:hf 7':,:;8 -
811 suffered various practice problems lincluding sagging sidepods) whi harch
a good practice time out of his reach. On race day, Daly’s well-known fecprt
talents enabled him to outshine his team mate Salazar (number 18) as hw,':t coad
through to fourth place before a pit stop for dry tyres. Had the stop beene ’qufm
Daly n_n_th_have been able to hope for a top three finishing position aheaifmfg,‘
Angelis, with whom he had struggled so impressively during the first dn -
laps. «Don't worry = insists Daly, «the March is going to be a ,vm,.,,_mn'::-ﬁ;

chassis before long ».

A s so often happens when it rains, a driver has the opportunity to show

driver Marc Surer pressed the much-revised (and repai
into 6th piace at Kyalami before the pit stops and a'é’:ﬁ?ii??,, '::N’tg.oﬂ
shortages dictated that Ensign boss Mo Nunn would have ':: rical
the race. the first GP which he has not been able to attend since his first F;néis,

made its debut in 1973.

Reruming to the Ensign team after a break of more than a year, Swiss

failure. Cash




empted back into F1 by Hong Kong sponsor Teddy Yip
for a one-off drive in the so-called Theodore TR2
(actually one of last year's rarely-seen DN12 Shadows)
Lees was Jess than thrilled with the car’s handling during
Practice at Kyalami, and had two incidents in the race. The
sequence here shows Geoff locking up under braking for
’owthorne corner — exactly the same place where his
Shadow broke last year ! — and being struck by the catch
fence pole which concussed him. « Alll remember is Patrese
! front of me and Cheever behind me», said Geoff
afterwards, «but nothing at all about the accident. | spent
the night jn hospital and the doctors wanted me to stay
another day for observation. | could think of nothing else but
90ing home, so I caught the next plane back to Engla_md‘_ /
9on't really know why | agreed to race in South Africa : |
Can’t wait for the F2 season to get started ».




AND THE LIRE
WENT ROUND
AND ROUND

take place over the winter — overshadowed
of course by the FISA/FOCA power
struggle — has been the scramble between three
teams to secure the sponsorship money available

Perhaps the most fascinating political battle to

from Ceramiche Ragno (ceramic tiles) of Imola and
Utili Beta (hand tools) of Milano. At first it seemed
that March (whose car was painted for tests in
Ragno orange) was the best candidate, with Ken
Tyrrell's son Bob doing his best to persuade the
Italians otherwise. After some discussions with
Toleman which could have put Riccardo Patrese in
an orange Toleman, Ragno agreed to join forces
with Beta (whose house colours are also orange) to
support two [talians at Arrows. Thus Arrows boss
Jack Oliver achieved the almost impossible @ he
persuaded Patrese to rejoin a team which he had
sworn to leave. and he collected the cash from
both Ragno and Beta. «Jt was tough », admitted
L | Oliver, <and [ was forced to tell the SpOnsors one or
two things which March had omitted to tell them
| about their team ... ».

!
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u would hardly call David Thieme a ba
::st- A b?ﬂ'r description might be Master o‘:
ceremonies, or even Chancellor of Festivi-
ties. When eventually all the oil runs out, he
o= surely turn his attention to Buck-
ingham Palace without any effort at all.
When it comes to !uxurg, the sky’s the limit
as far as David Thieme is concerned.

by Eric BHAT
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SN SO T




Kyalam

W e

and former Essex boy Mario

Dav me
his 950 guests
The Dom Perign:
was in the |

Vergé, one of the

a brilhantly produced film of |
apolis ‘5600, Ray Charles s
No racing sponsor has ever g
impression. Indeed, it's not
required to pay for a night as
than covered the racing
team. But who cares about exce
antly smashed?

Frank Williams very busy with chief editor Eric Bhat.

Needless to say, they weren't toe many John Citizens to be
found at the tables. David Thieme and his right hand man
Francois Mazet had pulled out all the stops. Naturally, the
cream of Formula 1 racing was there, with a distinctly anti-
FISA element of course. But the presence among all these men
of steel of the Iron Lady was nevertheless a big surprise, even
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which her son Mark

g. Alas, this is
ult of an excess
the dark
a cloud of dry ice was the famous
een the B8?), no less, Colin Chap-
Eventually it stood in all its glory, ten
ound on an articulated arm, the very same car
y had only been seen in fuzz S >
ephoto lenses while the car was
ama. As David Thieme so deligf
ast was the « mystery car

d, it could be seen that this is a consider-
he Lotus 81, and that the driving position has
rther forward. The side plates which form

= body are strongly reminiscent of Arrows’ way-
! Inspired by the Lotus 80 which in turn had a
4 ':;W:ngf_»»g,dr._- like the prow of a boat. It was impossible 10
il oI had a similar lay-out, for SlraIE?ICEHY
Equally fase omi-2stic made it impossible to look too closely
~dually lascinating was the existence of peculiar runners al
Ttrong the lower surface of the side pods

Drrml: 'gg; mVS;"'V whether the Lotus has suspension or not,
contact thm%r s articulated in such a way that it comes into
e d € road surface at high speed. Nobody can tell
rete as€ nobody could see. For the time being, Ch 's sec-

1s are safe g, Chapman

Sqisﬂ'é?-émifa“c"" of technical information , there remained
performing hic et of being able to listen to Ray Charles
David Thieme hgrse::esl hits. That was the final surprise which
on the tEChnlCalal Elp‘ under his Zorro hat for his guests. But
the show was not?;Z ;:aChapma" stayed mum. The real star 0
sor. And he didn’y d.n,{ﬂﬁf‘;ﬁ%’g"’m Hethel but his spon®

OLIN CHAPMAN WRITES

widely respected for an experience in racing which is matched

nly

by Ferrari’s, Colin Chapman has a record which includes

grilliant technical innovation and the six world championships
won by his drivers. In this exclusive article, he sets out the diffi-
Culties facing the constructors who met at Maranello in January
to hammer out a solution to the technical problems which have

caused
tion (Fl

a division between the intemational motorsport federa-
SA) and a majority of the car constructors, including

Chapman’s own Essex-Lotus team.

The document which was handed to
FISA at the end of January by repres-
entatives of all the Formula 1 construc-
tors defines, in great detail, the way in
which the constructors would recom-
mend that Grand Prix racing be admin-
istered in future. After ten extremely
hard days of work, we were able to set
out precisely the terms of reference of
a compromise solution under which
FISA could work in future, as regards
Formula 1. Hopefully, if FISA stays
within our suggested framework, we
will be able to see Formula 1 racing
governed in a more rational manner,
rather than in the way it's going at the
moment,
This latest protocol, which has become
known as the “"Modena Agreement” in
acknowledgment of the venue of our
negotiations at Ferrari, is different
from the last unanimous agreement
reached by the constructors (at Heath-
row, in June) because it is much more
complete : one hundred and twenty
pages, in fact, of carefully negotiated
proposals. The problem which arose
with the Heathrow agreement was that
itrequired the consent of the tyre com-
panies. When it appeared that this con-
sent was not forthcoming, it was used
as an excuse for refusal by FISA. The
difference this time is that our propo-
sals do not depend on anyone other
than the FISA making a decision. The
?all is firmly in the court of the federa-
on
In effect, we have all agreed to accept
the 1981 rules and to race, starting at
IL;"‘Q Beach on March 15, with cars
i at do not carry the familiar aerody-
r:mlc side skirts on condition that the
b St of our proposals are accepted. The
asis of the FISA rule that bans skirts is
timeatic” ground clearance of six cen-
br.de"es' to prevent designers from
andgmg the gap between the ground
R the coachwork of the cars by
Drevns such as skirts. But this will not
it €Nt the generation of considerable
m;‘:‘nforce on a racing car when it's
up ar’\":jg at speed. A racing car moves
racin down on its suspension : most
“meg cars even hit the ground from
ted , 2 lime, which is why they are fit-
ndurnderneath with rubbing blocks.
its uWhen the car is near the ground,
dow "f'derpnds will work to produce
N othoC€ as previously. ;
badiy, "5”\ words, the rules are written 50
intepn at it is going to be impessible to
Whic?‘ €t them satisfactorily. Rules
are difficult to interpret are inva-

riably difficult to enforce. Thus they are

bad rules. _ ]
If you want fair rules, which aren’t

ambiguous, then they must be written
by professionals. One of the reasons
why the conflict arose between FISA
and FOCA was because the rules as
written by FISA were drawn up by peo-
ple who simply didn’t know what they
were doing. This is still evident in the
rules which :‘ve have been as a
It of the dispute. :
;feg:e FISA rules makers had seriously
wished to reduce cornering speeds,
any qualified engineer could have told
them that they should have locked at
three areas: first of all the amount of
downforce which the car can generate,

then the effectiveness of the tyres in
generating cornering force, and lastly
the power of the engine, which can be
converted into downforce by means of
wings or aerodynamic devices and thus
Increase cornering power.

The best means would have been to
adopt tha restriction on plan area pro-
posed in the regulations of the now
abandened World Federation of Motor-
sport. A reduction of the plan area of
the car not reduces the designer's abil-
ity to produce download, but also totally
eliminates the necessity for arbitrary
rules which are impossible to define
accurately or enforce fairly.
I am not convinced, however, that any
case has yet been made to prove that
current cornering speeds are unrea-
sonably dangerous. In the past two or
three seasons we haven't had a single
accident involving driver injury which
can be attributed to excessively high
cornering speeds. Moreover, it is clear
that not all drivers share the widely
publicised views on the subject of
downforce and safety which have been
circulated by some of their fellows.
Preliminary tests on ground effect cars
running without side skirts suggest
that they will not only be more difficult
but also more dangerous to drive.
cars will still have under-car aerody-
namic devices to generate downforce
(a principle, once revealed, cannot be
uninvented) because this will offer a
performance advantage. Such devices
will clearly work much more effectively
when the car gets close to the ground,
for example under heavy braking or
roll. However, pitch and roll changes
will produce very inconsistent down-
load which will make the car much .
more difficult to control than was the
case last year.
Our own new Essex-lLotus “mystery
car” complies with the 1980 rules,
and can be adapted fairly easily to the
1981 regulations. A crude attempt was
made to exclude it, together with the
15 months of intense and expensive
research which had gone into its devel-
opment, by the so-called "clarification”
proposed by a minority of the construc-
tors and the FISA Technical Committee
which was issued by FISA late in
December.
It is last minute changes in the rules
like this which are bringing the whole
process of rulemaking by FISA into dis-
repute, because “'at a stroke'’ they can
totally negate years of effort and hun-
dreds of thousands of pounds worth of
investment by the car builders.
We await with interest the final delib-
erations of the sport’s governing body.
One hundred per cent of us, the con-
structors, have got down to the task of
finding common ground on which to
agree. We all hope that the federation
shows the same willingness to reach
an intelligent compromise, and to gi
it a chance to work for the benefit of
motorsport as a whole.
A.C.B.C.

El
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MARCH ARRIVES
IN FEBRUARY

tracks,
After three seasons away from the Gmm} .;Ptg[:\.zrf\’ e
March returned at Kyalami with a car that w de} :w . Good
new to make much impression. Derek Daly ¢ :hcfr*l'll-“‘J(
race, however, and designer Robin Herd is H‘L s GO
the car will be even better when it races in the ski iy
figuration for which it was designed

by Giorgio PIOLA

kes

youngsters

Grand Prix rac

Ricardo ¢
for a year - -

ok K - B
original bo 16 b
Mosley, w s . ‘
company 3 » The
team. And Merd, of st
charge at ester . wilie J. 4 4
Coaker, the "C" in M-A-R 1 Vit be reght « v t of the
us no more. A T , b

engineer, Coaker
the company

in 1972 as
lowing a compar
while compeéting in a
verstone
At the beginning, in 1
of the company freely
had little more than a
and a single telephor
vague storigs (put about
Mosley) of a mysterious
company, in fact, was fine ed
out of the partners’ meagre s
and the generosity of its cred s
March today works on a far more busi
nesshike basis. And the return to For
mula 1 n contrast with those far-off
days 1s an “arm’s length” operatior
conducted from an all-new f

backe:

His team
70 Salazar, the Chyl
ory Ir finished runn up in t

mate
Y driver who

Bicester. A separate company, March and brings plenty of S € 1ast Aurora
Grand Prix Ltd, has been formed with  cash with tim |~ 224th American
Herd on a board of directors which Daly is deligh . -

includes sponsor-finder Guy Edwards {I‘nrvlin ::!-(‘-?H :j: ';r'"r.“'u,““""‘ with March
and the partners of RAM Racing, John 1978 with conspie "(' F2 Marches in
Macdonald and Mick Ralph. Already isnt at all U[)En'; -‘w\‘»litum success), and
they have 21 people on the payroll first car 2 ) he fact tha thig

1S a -
Design of the car, by Alan Martens and We have all ,h‘;p’r:;,’”z‘\‘ OvBrweighy
gredients

Paul Brown. has proceeded undar the  sucoessiy/ seasan,” here for 5
. & Say

supervision of Robin Herd himself. '/ really happy tha I de Y8. “I am

must admit that it's extremely conven March ewn thooal, ’?mm 10 come 1o
tronal ™ he says, "because the other new team 9h they are 4 brang
O

38

Qulton Park
1972 : Ronnie
Peterson racing
the March

720 X.

Three of the
March
founders ;
Mosley, Rees
and Herd.

Daly happity
returns to
Mﬂfc‘h fore... a

Successful g7

Season »,
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SIEGFRIED STOHR,
THE RACING
PSYCHOANALYST!

ineteen seventy-six was a busy

year for Siegfried Stohr. He got

married, wrote his first text
book and took up motor racing to
celebrate his qualification as a doctor
of psychology | This year, 1981, was
the one which he set as his target to
get into Formula 1 racing, and nobody
could have been more delighted than
=Sigi~ was to be on the grid at
Kyalami, even if his first GP was
spoiled by a spin and an engine failure.
Until two years ago, Stohr was still in
practice in his home town of Rimini,
counselling school children in his
clinic. Although he is now con-
centrating on a racing career, he stays
in touch with his profession by
attending lectures in Bologna. «/ am
not a driver who can spend ten years in
F1 and then retire » he says : « there s
more to my life than motor racing, and |
want to help people when ! leave the
sport »,

Like 50 many other youngsters, Stohr
had a childhood ambition to be
Al the age of 14, he re
admiring Jim Clark, but hat was just a
childhood infatuation. He 5 3 very
SErious person, conscious of his Ger
man ancestry (his father, long resideny
in ltaly, was a soldier in (he OCCUpaton
forces during the war), and he pur pyg
of his head any idea of racing unm|
much later in his |ife

While sull a Student,

adriver
members

but then | was offer F mnra_rc i
racing car whijch Hﬁaﬂ' Fg;mu"d i
Riccardo Patrese, who had
me in karting, | bought i 5
2nd in the champnonsh;p )
It was at this PoInt tha
take his racing serig

- 8nd 50 far he | s

:he wy {t
1977, the halie?\nrtahth/"a"a title in

1978, and moved into F2, albeit

very successfully, in 1979. Butin 1 80, |
he found a plac; ina Tnlen’[ap-HBl‘t 3
car run by the capable British-bas!
Docking-Spitzley team, finishing
his first outing and winning
European round at Enna-Pergusa.
Now 28, with a five year old daug
at home, Stohr is aware that he dot
have much time if he is to achieve |
ultimate ambition, but he says tha
can wait two or three years. R
already written a second
Private circulation only, which
with his professional attitude 10 o
“ | admired Niki Lauda's book, but It
that it didn't say enough, s0 | searci
decper inside myself than he
sometimes do that in a race: it 8V
helps me .
One thing he refuses to do I8
analyse why he goes racing.
worried that | might find that prog
‘facing, for me, is a system (@
how many complexes there are
life. And [ don't want to find
M.

those complexes are .., =

—~0ODYEAR’'S

WNBEAT
DS00DBYE »

geording 1o the FISA authorities

in Paris, the main reason for

postponing the South African

1l a date in April, or even later,
GP "‘,‘ it «there is no tyre maker who
was ! ‘Imw the tyres needed by all the
can Fu:m,.-,c; The withdrawal of
compe " and  the  ditficulty  for
(,or.xl\"“n of suddenly having to supply
?""’rf'}g instead of just four, certainly
'mtj"' tyres look like a problem, but in
e ent there were no hitches at all,
e evhg provided the rubber for the
50 !wh African GP? The answer is IRTS,
Soummpany which will shortly be dis-
:Zgulrﬁg the new Avon tyres for racing.

\What was the origin of the tyres ? They

were Goodyear covers left over from

last year's Aurora series. The
dimensions may have been different
from the tall Goodyears which

eared in Grand Prix racing late last
35; (this particularly affected the
Lotus and Mclaren chassis), but they
were more than adequate for the task
in hand.
Because all

the tyres were equal,

competitors knew that they were

starting on level terms with each other.

Any differences in performance on the
track would be the consequence of the

ability of chassis designer or driver. As

one of the IRTS men, an ex-Goodyear

employee, said - « The teams know full
well that if they're not as quick as Alan
Jones it may not only be because their
driver doesn’t have the same ability as
Alan Jones but also that their car may
not be as good »

The tyres at Kyalami were in
comparatively short supply, with only
three sets of slicks per car and one set
of wets. Team managers «rationed »
the number of laps which their drivers
could do, especially in the wet, but
there were sufficient slick tyres
available for every driver who needed
to do so {a dozen, as it urned out) to
stop for a change when the weather
turned for the better.

Aurora competitors last year
complained about the Goodyears being
much too hard, with «wooden tyres »a
common cause for complaint. The
Grand Prix drivers, however, e
to work the same rubber much harder,
no doubt because unlike the Aurora
competitors they were running skirts

and, also, perhaps because they are o

company’s farewell 10 F1 racis
least for the time being — was
times that their «over

\er.

esp .
pole time this year of 1mi ]
compares very favourably with the
fastest 1980 practice time achieved by

a non-turbo car

o s e
using qual ru

Asked about the difficulties which
face Avon, ar /

A REAL LADY
IN A MAN'S WORLD

esiré Wilson paints her finger

nails bright red, and usually

removes her fireproof gloves
when she’s sitting in the pits behind
the wheel of her F1 racing ca(._The
effect is chilling, simply because it's so
totally unexpected. «Yes, [/ do it
deliberately», she admits, obviously|
because she enjoys the double-takes
asmere males in the pit lane watch her
gesticulating.
At Kyalami, her home circuit although
it's five years since she raced there,
she let the nail polish get a bit chipped,
because this was the most serious race
of her life. But the fact that a woman|
driver is in an F1 car sometimes ma

one flinch. At one stage during practice
at Kyalami, Ken Tyrrell plugged his
Intercom into her helmet, nodded to
her request and turned to ask an aide to
9¢l something for Désiré. It was
iMpassible to hear what she'd asked
or. but even Ken must have M’ﬁ\
wice when he said «it's in her
handbag »,
In racing, no one makes any distinction
ween a driver's sex, colour or
'eligion when they're all rushing down
'0 the braking area for the first wrn,
and Désirg doesn't expect it. Unlike
:'f':ﬁ:aladv ?;ivers ﬂi:g“so many South
Ns, «lady» is a me
;\‘Ord 10 her than « woman =) who have
"?“ﬂeaed themselves into F1 cars in
ihe Past decade, she has come through

ﬁ“a" Seérious competitor in her

® ranks of c| ers and emerged
> of club drivers and emergec.

picked up by the Brands Hatch publicity  arral

chi addled with the title of
menomssh‘m z?dA;lea ». She is married ta
Alan Wilson, now a director at Brands,

fast
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er only than Reutemann, Pia- the fourth row of the gej

damage was noted in the

ELISEO’'S SHAKY GP
DEBUT

tting on the Kyalami pit wall and
tudying his Williams look-alike
March 811, Eliseo Salazar looked
distinctly pasty-faced. The reason,
however, was not so much the note-
book full of new car problems which
plagued the new March throughout the
weekend but Elisea’s own state of
health, For this dark haired 24 gqm
old from Santiago, capital city of hile,
had disobeyed strict doctor’s orders in
order to join the list of GP newcomers

3 i r g d. far 5
NIGEL MANSELL E?:I:f‘% Zunino. . thgequmkast of the three kBrifs“d ad The skli:[wher‘ Nigel made his stop for
WINS HIS SPURS After a winter of uncertainty, !hﬁ ’3|°,§ Irtawas Chanian. - he LQ'”Epand the mechanics hurriedly
only the second GP 0 |‘geh|s A sluck'e arnd Rhs dIEC'SlOn 1o py : 5||ck5-!ed a new skirt box. It took almost
wenty minutes after the South career — was vitally important O(j of race. They both gel on werg YU Eig 0% pefore it was ready, probably
African GP had finished, the rain career. Although he's been assur'.".mvE e tolin mgde good sga% hel 30 lz'lplhe most uncomfortable 45 min-
started all over again. Under the a place at Lotus for the year, there ith throu h1hpg rgoo 25 they gpiag ofe of Nigel’s career, which has
‘?W'!‘”;g of the modest caravan which been some fumbled ne?'ﬂ“:;gg:r:won taﬁﬂgg[D “"V Foagé;;nl}'lh:\ligal I'Wi u“tgﬁjded a CUUD|Ek0f serious accidents
nad been the «hospitality home» o Jarier . Nigel's name sti i o € sig < ! en bac
Essex Team Lotus éw m‘f;, WBT(‘!'k(mdr the list glgleam personnel as ﬂO!hIr;Q ¢ Thedclo,;'lctmons were not rh;e;a' 5 nd gub'r?fhe second stop dropped him
Nigel Mansell nursed a Coca-Cola more than «test driver . And while ro;.m ’re C—”wr{ v e recalleg f" Am} out of the reckoning, the car felt so
while Mike Murphy, the team's motor Colin Chapman is pleased with the 4Ll T was really: wer, fhara o8] Ih petter that Nigel got down to
home manager, broke out the cham- articulate feedback which he gets f"o‘."} some pi 5"‘,75'5 on the track y, ”ce serious laps. The significance of
pagne to celebrate Elio de Angelis's Nigel under test conditions, he stil was actually quicker than me ; “"nmes he was achieving cannot
excellent third place ‘ needed to be persuaded that this got mixed up in a battle w008 8 oo lost, either, on Colin Chap-
«Hey, Mike », said Nigel in his Brummie neatly-groomed 27 years old had the Watson . he and |touched ar g, J have for the time being, though, Nigel
accent, « I'm really glad they put you in makings of a good race driver ) corner and | ran wide over ¢ ‘_ man'sausfied with a job well done
charge of my pit signals. Il was Kyalami provided that opportunity. The incident pushed the left sig baf  was th help from a fan called Mike
because you were urging me on for the Despite continuing problems with the of Nigel's Lotus into the “up W oﬂ.s. . W‘h
last 20 laps that | went so quickly ! type 81 chassis (de Angelis mentioned where it stayed. « It was ng g Sition | MurphY:
Within a few minutes, the list of fastest terminal understeer through the slow withno skirt. I couldn't bel’fevehz 2t o M.G.D.
laps arrived, and sure enough, there corners), Nigel qualified just behind his the car would be, in fact | wen s
was Nigel's name, fourth on the list vastly more experienced team mate, on road twice at Crowthorne » off the
( I 1 z —
a ot
- .
d a— ’ .
-— ¥ -
Hid 3 N 4

in South Africa. >
Since Christmas he has been nursing a

nasty case of typhus, evidently con-
ARt Y el I S
r‘frva';:;‘ '::aw Confined to bed for
almost a month mmﬁvﬁynﬁ ‘ e
cally weak condition at Kyalam )




Emerson, now
retired from the
cockpit, with

his protégé Chico
Serra, the most
promising new
boy to race at
Kyalami.

The new version
of the Fittipaldi,
now painted
white, was
extremely
competitive in
the hands of
Keke Rosberg
who finished
fourth.

FITTIPALDI
STEPS OUT ...

We have been
image of E
is tea
that Emer
Sponsor s
his team
berg finj
fourth pl
would have eve
ever,ab

tempted too many times by the nice-gu
merson Fittipaldi hi‘r,nself to‘\’mish succ%s‘s’
m when it may not have deserved it. Now
son has hung up his helmet and become a
earcher (with results soon to be recorded),
must stand on its own merits. With Keke Ros-
shing the South African GP in a fighting
ace (from fourth place on the grid), Emerson
‘ery reason to be happy. There was, how-
onus in the performance of new recruit Chico

Serra, who put in a brilliant drive to 9th place in his F1

début.

l
f Keke Rosberg had been the type of
guy who could get out of bed In the

morning, you might never have heard
of him. More likely than not he would
have qualified as a dentist and spent

his life digging around the molars of unsu-
specting patients in the frozen wastes of his
native Finland

Getting out of bed in the morning. however

is not one of his strong points. It was one

marning, way back when, that prob.'abl\.-
changed his whole life and gave us the first
class racing driver we know today. | was
supposed to have gone to sitan examination
to enter my sludies as a dentist bu: lovel;
slept and missed it recalls Keke \.;.

some amusement. Instead, he took a IIDI has

a computer programmer and spent a ; h-s

free time racing a kart with the help of his

jather

?C\:‘Zu:f::z“:nlleave home on a Friday Tgr?:

with the kart packed up In the back obt &

car and a tent on top,” he rerger?laeylsn_

"Sumehmeswe'd!:avelalhnusan Ln r;ca

a weekend In order 10 cuns\g:tleolrr\‘;p:g]e oo

T u
in Garmant. M) 'fa[heally well considering
d one engine when most of

the top drivers

for socl oot member best was winning

i | re :

:rTeh ehr‘shlirl'-\geen na E?lnpe;ﬂn:h;Zygfn;?;ﬁ
e Ha s

reifi SURRE o e; finishing behind me.

ks engin .
sevﬁéaéxﬁu heagl my engine seized, but I
!r:‘eber forget the great feeling | got from

being in front.

Keke’'s competitive spirit is obvious, regard-
less of whether it’s karting or driving an F1
car that he’s talking about. His eyes twinkle
just at the telling of those mad tales. His
father, having taken most of his free time
from his veterinary practice in order to help
the karting, felt that his son's urge to race
should be satisfied by karting. Keke had
other ideas. He begged and borrowed every
penny he could put together in order to race
a Fermula Vee car

Again he trudged around Europe, often get-
ting back to his job on Monday morning halt
asleep. But his persistence and natural
talents were soon noticed, and his rise up
the motor racing ladder proved rapid. Amer-
ican racing car importer Fred Opert had so
much faith in the Finn’s ability that he took
him through the ranks of Formula Atlantic
and Formula 2, with his own American con-
nections eventually securing a good Can-
Am drive.

The North American racing public has truly
taken to this short, bouncy, blond Scandi-
navian who always puts 100 per cent into
nis driving and looks as flamboyant off the
track as he does on it. He was the most
interesting driver to be “imy ed” from
abroad since Scheckter: they like him and
he likes them.

While racing in the States was fun, it was
Grand Prix racing that Keke really wanted,
After the usual one-off drives here and
there, he at last caught everyone's eye
when he scored a win in the wet at Silvers-
tone’s 1979 International Trophy race driv-
ing Teddy Yip's Theodore. But he was still

—_—
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without a regular F1 drive and returned to
the States for Can-Am racing. Until James
Hunt decided to quit the Wolf team (and rac
ing) at Monaco, that is. Within a week, Wolf
team manager Peter Warr had jetted across
the Atlantic to press a contract into Keke's
hand at a Can-Am circuit Fallowing the
merger of the Wolf and Fittipaldi teams at
the end of 1979, it is a relationship which
continues today. Now, with his first full sea
son in F1 behind him, Keke has developed
INt0 @ much more mature driver than the
notorious crasher which he used to be, and
now fully deserves the number one status in
the team which has fallen into his hands
following Emerson’s decision to retire from
cockpit duties
His drive in South Africa reflected that
maturity. He drove a careful race on slick
tyres when the race was at its wettest, then
turned up the wick to come home in a fight
ing fourth place
Despite the rambling house which he owns
on Ibiza, and the almost obligatory apart
mentin Monaco, Keke remains essentially a
hungry driver. Financially, he has aiready
been well rewarded in his brief F1 career
He has recently learned to fly, drives
smart Mercedes, has an exciting Americar
built AC Cobra replica sports car, and is con
templating buying his own aircraft in the
near future. It's not money he lacks, nor the
means to spend it. His hunger is to
winning GP races and to head for the world
title, which to this jaunty Finn with the
unruly moustache is just a matter of time
He smokes too many of his Marlboro spon
sor's product. He likes to party (and still
hates to get out of bed next morning). He
enjoys his jet-set life to the full, is very
definitely unmarried, yet still has his feet
planted firmly on the ground. In business or
on the race track, there is nothing he enjoys
more than driving a hard bargain. He is
intelligent, thoughtful, witty and fun te be
around — in German, Swedish, English or
Finnish. He will, one day, make a good
world champion
Ask him.

Jeff Hutchinson

t has always been a joke about
the Fittipaldi team that there are
too many Chiefs and not enough
Indians. Despite some winter
pruning, thatis still the case: two
team managers (Peter Warr and Peter
Macintosh), two designers (Harvey
Postlethwaite and Richard Divila), and
now, so help us, two Fittipaldi ex-driv-
ers (Wilson and Emerson) to foul things
up.
But Emerson insists that Warr will be
the man who takes the decisions at the
race track, and that's certainly the way
things were at Kyalami. Looking deci-
dedly out of place in slacks and swea-
ter, Emerson was taking an interest in
proceedings, but leaving the technical
side entirely to Warr. Most of the ume
he didn’t even wear an intercom, and
the instructions which he was giving to
his protégé Chico Serra were mostly
shouted at him in Portuguese.
In the pits after the race, however,
there was nothing to prevent Emerson
sharing the well-deserved satisfaction
that was due to his team for finishing
both cars in excellent places, fourth
and ninth. At his side, for once with a
broad smile instead of the usual worry
lines, was his wife Maria-Helena, who
expects their third child in April. I
would have liked to carry on driving
until after the Brazilian GP,” confessed
Emerson, “but you have to think about
other things, Maria-Helena was get-
ting more and more concerned. After
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t lap at Mentr eal

the accident on the firs s

last year she actually went |hrc.;ug; ‘
nervous breakdown. | don't regret dniy"
thing 1n my career, but it was the Ir\ﬂ i
time for me to stop driving and sta
helping the team in other \in\;h b
Everyone in the team was delighted it

Keke Rosberg, whose efforts in the
latest F8C version of the Fittipaldi
chassis had brought him home 'f:
fourth place ove 311 despite a ‘””m'j'T‘
with a loose engine GOVEr Of mur:nl
everyone knows that Keke 1s a greal

wet road driver, so maybe it was under
circumstances that
ention was

standable in the
the man getting all the att
Chico Serra. who had brought his older
F8 through to an impeccable 9th place
in his first-ever Grand Prix :
I'm very impressed,  said Peter Warr
in the gush style which telis you to
‘_w\'\H[(:"‘ur\ your tape rec er. "He s got
a super, sensible approach He'd only
done 40 laps of Snetterton before this
you know, yet he was cor 2ly calm
right from the begin
practice day v
failure, and we didn
again for him to go out

final session u e rain had

started

As anewb

cracked a r

gloomy-doom he didn't. And

when h ot up this morning It was
rain | In the warm-up | told

uld only do five laps
= tyre wear, and before
the race he was faced with the confu-
of having to choose slicks or
wets.”

Warr goes on, about how Chico actu-
ally passed Reutemann, his calm
approach, his refusal to be pressured
INto a mistake. 'He's very sm-o-oth
and I've never known a driver of really
top calibre who wasn't smooth. In the
race he put together a series of lap
times that were guite fantastic for their
consistency considering the condi-
tions. That means a mistake-free run
— and that’s very impressive.”

Warr has his reservations (he always
does), for he has seen lots of drivers
pass through his hands, including
Emerson at the time when he left
Lotus to drive for McLaren, | hope he
doesn’t become too deep a thinker. |
hope he’s got a few blind spots left for
wanting to become the last of the late
brakers, that kind of thing, He's nn;
been off the road onr:u,'you know
never so much as touched a kerb, never
spun once.” ' 3

For his part, young Chico just |o

contented. He's a goud-lookjmg yol?ll:;
man, perhaps just a kilo or two OVEr-
weight, with a shyness that conlrasts
wildly in comparison with the go-getter
image of the modern young ra;:m‘
driver. At the wheel, he's magic Branﬁ
ian kart champion and Super Veg
champion, then successively British
Formula Ford champion (1977), run
ner-up then winner ot the British Fé
title (1978 and 1979) and last year

F2 for a straitened season i
As a finder of sponsors he
something to be desired He
most of the winter waiting
an F1 team manager’s call
tage in Reading which he s
his pretty wife Pupi and a

leaves
spent
N vain for
to the cot-
hares with
couple of

Serra
demonstrated his
ability by
overtaking
eventual winner
Reutemann
before he
changed to slick
tyres.

unruly dogs. He had a couple of inter-
views with Ken Tyrrell (who wanted
money) and the promise of a test drive
with Lotus, which failed to materialise
after the Goodyear withdrawal. If he
hadnt been Brazilian (and thus
uniquely eligible for the Fittipaldi drive),
the most exciting thing he would have
been driving this year would have been
his  radio-controlled Tamiya beach
buggy.

Yet his old F2 team manager Ron Den-
nis remains one of his biggest fans
despite a series of money problems
which severely strained their relation-
ship in the second part of 1980. "Chico
has everything that it takes to be a
great F1 driver,” he says. “Especially
stamina, which is something he wasn't
able to exploit completely in F2. If | had
the chance, he would have been one of
the choices for our Marlboro team.”

In these days of aerodynamics, it's
recognised that no one gets anywhere
in Fermula 1 without a good car. That's

; 4&6

a department where the Fittipaldi team
had a lot of ground to make up, and
they would appear — on Kyalami form
anyway — to have made it. "Because
the two cars look so similar,” says
Warr, "I don't think it's generally
known that the F8C which Keke drove
is a totally new car. Virtually none of
the pileces are interchangeable
between them. The new car is really
the development of the F8 which, given
fewer accidents and less pressure than
we had last year, we would have hoped
to race in North America."

At that moment, a piece of paper Is pro-
duced for Warr which makes him glow
with pleasure. It's the official post-race
scrutineering  weigh-in  sheet, with
poor old Wattie’'s McLaren at the bot-
tom on 635 kg (making his fifth place
behind Rosberg all the more com-
mendable) and, at the top, Rosberg's
number 20 at 585 kg, five kilos lighter
than the Weismann Brabham BT49
and 15 kilos lighter than the winning
Williams.

“That,” says Warr, “is the sort of
direction we 've been trying to head in ™
And, early in the season though it may
be, it's the sort of positive sign which
has been missing when we 've tried to
find something encouraging to say
about Fittipaldi Automotive in the past.
May it continue.

Mike DOODSON
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TYRRELL:’

Three world championships and fourteen years after he

brought his team into Grand Prix racing, Ken Tyrrell starts a

new season without any kind of sponsorship. Nevertheless,

Ib'le rﬁtams his enthusiasm and ambition despite his many set-
acks.

by Maurice Hamilton

The faded umbrella was a sig

When Ken Tyrrell’s contract wi
pired last year, the washing m
facturer's name was carefull
each panel on the blue brolly but
ent rain on race morning at Kyalami picked
out the ""Candy’ outline It was a graphic
reminder of the changing fortunes dealt out €55 car

by Grand Prix racing While we were there
It was ironic, too, that Tyrrell should return to on il
Kyalami, scene of former glories, with no
thing on his cars but the maker’s name. The
1968 South African Grand Prix had marked
Ken Tyrrell's Formula 1 début with Jackie
Stewart in the brand new Matra-Cosworth
— and, even then, they led the race, albeit

there with the fastest time

| spent some tirm !

rcuit and | saw ‘\:" t :w’ J‘! Y\ l:)Jrr
way at the exit of the {ast r '\bhfh'-r"l";l‘
end of the straight Jacgues slépped c ;Jr kb
and | knew Eddie would be the m-:-:%' \Fon
the scene. | was interested 10 s}—v'\;r‘m ’U”
reaction to a big shunt would be. | i
prised when he lifted off before he ¢

wWas sur

briefly. Since then, the team from Ripley in any signs of the accident 3 ould see
Surrey has won the race, not to mention the him about it afterwards and, wh n | asked
world championship, three times, the plain- smell burning rubber ”';P“’ saud he could

speaking former timber merchant earning a time Jackie Stewart realis, erlutwrdkd ':e Pt
ed 1here had been

reputation as a payer of the largest retainers an incident at a

c :
in the business. Now he stands in the orderly grass Orner because he smel ¢y
queue outside prospective sponsors, talking, | was impressed with Eddie a
waiting, presenting, waiting, persuading - was able 1o relate 10 Owll-,,nnlne way he
and hoping testing the car. Ag far as :‘:Qlﬂueis while
In the meantime, the new season beckoned goes, | will not be able 10 the second sear
and Tyrrell had to make adecision on at least € 1o fill it
one driver. According to Ken, the choice of

Eddie Cheever was based on more than a e been

hunch or a hope : ”l liked the way he went or Derek Daly if m‘:'lheuean-Pmlre Jarier
about things last year. Despite all the prob- fixed but, as far as lgnﬂﬂsmsmp had been
lems with the new Osella, he always gave cerned, | felt Eddie wa: € first geat was con
the impression of being keen and enthusias- ticularly from the pmnsx?ebe"mdmer par
tic, always ready to have a go from the mo- the car L of view of deVEJﬁDlng

ment practice started. So, | decided 1o give

2 “Jean-Pierre is
him a run in our car at the end of the season

a very fast
his overall performance Easre::f:vzalddlhlem
ave
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WE HAVE TO IMPROVE

been much better if he had had a better car.
The same thing applies to Derek. | don't think
he has sufficient experience to be able to sort
a car out yet but we all know that he is a quick
driver and when he sits in a good car he will
be front runner.”

The most notable feature of Daly's 1980
season had been the spectacular retiré-
ments, Had this tinted Tyrrell's judgement
and would it affect Daly's future ?

“The fact that he has had so many accidents
certainly doesn't help. From the team’s point
of view, it makes life difficult once you start
the European season. When you are racing
every two weeks and you keep having acc
dents, then it is very difficult to keep your
team competitive because they are spendind
most of the time repairing cars rather than
developing them.

We had 11 accidents in races last year. TWe
of them were the fault of the car, the other
nine were driver error — not necessarily out
drivers. Take Canada, for example. That was
a Jones or a Piquet problem and | don't think
our drivers had much choice but to run into
the wreckage — but it was another twoacet
dents nevertheless,

The incident at Montreal might have resulted
in a total wipe-out for the team had Mike
Thackwell not avoided the shunt by thesKI7
of his teeth. The New Zealander's race Was?
short one but, as far as Ken Tyrrell 18 Conk
cerned, young Thackwell has made his ma'va
hllln_l‘:lracumhs\ances permit, | would ||kes‘gglr|.
another go. | was very impres ,
deed. He doesgn'1 know a:vlyhmg about FOL
Mula 1 and | don't think he knows a 101 2090
the development of the car bul, |er5¢3556r-
how could he ? There is no doubt, ""-’wgw,.'
that his natural talent is such that he 18
usly a star of tomorrow one

While we are on this subject, there 1% i
point | would like to make. | think the P
ness of taking on a young driver i 90'"g1nol
;"ade much more difficult by the aues ns 3

rost and McLaren. When a team

driver like Prost, presumably on a three year
contract, then it is obvious that they will have
1o bear with that driver while he settles in
during the firstyear. In MclLaren's case, they
got through that year only to have Prost go
away and drive for another team. Okay,
there will be a court action, but who wants
that? If a driver is going to feel free to break
his contract then there is little hope for
young drivers in Formula 1. It depends on
what the settlement is. | would reckon that
it cost McLaren half of their total expendi-
f‘ure to run Prost last year.”
Tyrrell estimates the cost of running his two
Trteam for the season to be in the region of
5 million pounds. As a result, Ken was
fiepared to hire his second car out at Kya-
Dum‘“af@f a determined stand against the
e ar and increasingly necessary habit of
drives
alﬂ?,‘ very sad that this has had to happen. In
Revar fRonsorship deals in the past | have
tarer had a sponsor dictate who drove the
mom, ut with things the way they are at the
free ?::, | have had to keep the second car
feoy o€ choice of a second driver could af-
that cpanns"’s“'lﬂ for the season so | will let
until sur go to sponsors for individual races
son “ueh time as | find backing for the sea-

I
ca asnatural to have Desiré for thisrace, of
Dﬂflaci]bu(“‘hﬂ you look back at our record.
for th, arly at Kyalami, it marks a big change
durine (£3m. It's a sign of our performance
s muﬂr}“" last three years and, obviously. It
formany 2o ier o get sponsorshipif your per-
Year woe 5 800d. Our highest position last
we ha'3S fourth — which was pathetic. S0
May poe 10 improve on that situation and it
do, ! difficult to attract sponsors until we
W’"!amcm'd say that, with the exception
Gineq o> nd Brabham, the other Ford-en-
ang o aMS were no better than us lastyear
Ca h""ﬂslonhem have sponsors. [nmany
they 1,4.rvever, they had ongoing deals 50
Ve another year to put things right

Qur contract with Candy expired at the
wrong time

In the meantime, Tyrrell, whose enthusiasm
for going motor racing remains undimin-
ished through the recent trials and tribula-
tions — both political and financial — was
ready for Kyalami come Hell or high over-
draft. An agreementwas reached with Deutz
to give Desiré Wilson the second car andthe
gutsy young South African lady grasped the
opportunity with her neatly manicured
hands.

Desiré’'s enthusiasm led 1o one or two SpIns
and an eyeball-to-eyeball chat with Mr Tyr-
rell as'he made his views known in typical
forthright fashion.

"I have always been impressed by her per-
formance,” said Ken. “I thought that she did
an excellent job during that tyre test session
pefore the British Grand Prix last year. With-
out a doubt, she isthe t:‘esl woman r:l::‘\;'etrl ::ea

ingle-seater that we have seen !

EE'ir?eg ies probably the best everand | think her
performance here proved that.

" in the car and she qualified
1F5Ilr|fl H?: 3:: can assume that there alre
eight drivers not here who might have qua ||-’
fied further up the grid whlqh means T:dsul
would have qualified. That's a very g e!h
fort indeed. She is not afraid 10 get o'n wil
Ithough she had a ;wple of spins
t off the road during practice. I

too hard and eventually she
S:glggemr:&d was consistent as well as

o the sense of occa-
Dt m:ssg:g wh;neo‘r:‘s?\!e stalledonthe line.
o allhe prelude 103 hard-charging drive in
" w:vsel before a pit Stop for dry 1yres n:‘;:ﬁ
lzhsemheugh. unfortunately, her race &

inaspin. . i

; meanwhile, was

anlukevTob after an appalling setback
o ! -soaked morning warm-up.

Leaving the pits, Cheever had taken fourth
gear and was checking his mirror before at-
tempting to move onto line for Crowthorne.
In an instant, the car had turned sharp left
and careered across the track, ramming the
concrete retaining wall head-on. The vio-
lence of the impact was as horrifying as it
had been unexpected. The pedal box was
crumpled beyond recognition yet Cheever
nhad managed 1o pull his feet clear-although
he couldn’t ber how he had ged
itl

Apart from a bruised left ankle, he was un-
harmed. His left driving boot, however, rem-
ained firmly wedged in the foot well when
the wreckage was returned to the garage.
Fortunately, Cheever had run both cars avail-
able to him (010 (3/5) and 010 (2)) during
practice which meant the latter was not an
unknown quantity when it came to starting
the race. Caught out by a hasty starter who
had the red lights in operation while Tyrrell
number 3 was still approaching the grid.
Cheever was late away as he struggled with
his slicks.

"It was a good effort,” commented Tyrrell af-
ter the race. 'l thought he drove very well
considering all the problems. The same ap-
dies to Desiré. | didn't want 1o risk starting
her on slicks for her first Grand Prix in the
wet but, once she had recovered from that
stalled engine, she really gave it a go. Fan-
1astic effort.

“One way and another, it has been an ex-
pensive weekend what with damaged skirts
and the shunt. But it has been worth it. At
least it was a race..."”

For Eddie Cheever, it was morethanthat. He
may have been classified seventh, but itwas
1he first time he had run a Grand Prix without
stopping | The back of his virgin white over-
alls was stained with Tyrrell blue as he hob-
bled around the garage looking for Brian Li-
sles, the team’s engineer.

“Have you got a couple of minutes,” he
asked. “I've got lots to talk about.” With that,
they disammd into their caravan parked
in the pat and set about finding ways of
improving the car and putting a sponsor’s
name on that blue umbrella.
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day, which made W\
bil too slow in a stra

SON'S just a
! ght line for
to be able to resist an attack
by eventual 4th man Keke Ros
Dr‘ q Both cars unde:sreer’gq
badly when the track dried oyt
causing de Cesaris eventually to
lose eontrol and spin off
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u]ru‘dl‘ Angelis (1)
ciio

ElS  For Z
w“iﬂ vansell (GB)
NYE Ford 8

changes. A
similar to the
wppeared in Ca
¢ year, was in use This
cometry didn't cause

to snap. With the
ew Lotus nowundergo
ive testing (despite re
it contravenes both the
1981 rules), develop
S the 81 is slowing down,
mel4e Angelis felt that the car
N have been better if aneffort
' heen made to adapt it to the
dard issue 13inch front tyres
at Kyalami instead of the 15.1nch
"es in general use at the end of
year. Starting on slick tyres,
Angelis survived a lap two
pump with Lammers and a slow
uncture to take a mature 3rd
place, while Mansell {on dries)
gamaged a skirt on a kerb while
pattling with his team mate and
John Watson, and was forced to
do 30 laps with the left skirt stuck
in the “up’’ position. Meanwhile
the mechanics prepared a new
skirt box - after a stop to fit it. he
il feit much more comfortable but
| had lost too much time to finish
any higher than 10th, three laps
behind

m’ ~ i -
RAGNO/BETA
ARROWS
Arrows-Ford A3/03 -
Riccardo Patrese (|)
Arrows-Ford A3/06 :
Siegfried Stohr (I)
Arrows-Ford A3/02 :
spare

Now working as the team’s chief
designer following the departure
of Tony Southgate, Dave Wass
has made some fundamental de-
sign changes to the rear suspen-
sion of the pretty A3chassis in or-
der to reduce the understeer
about which the Arrows drivers
complained last year. Other alter-
ations to the geometry of the front
suspension have also made an
improvement in the steering,
which required too much effort of
the drivers in 1980. One notice-
able aerodynamic alteration was

ATS WHEELS

a higher cover for the engine. Af-
ter blowing an engine in his regu-
lar car, Italian newcomer Stohr
was given the T-car to permit him
to get on with the learning pro-
cess.

Patrese reported much improved
performance — “"as good as a Wil-
liams, perhaps” — on the slow
speed sections of the Kyalami cir-
cuit, but said that the car lacked
traction on the fastcorner leading
to the straight, and did not have
enough top speed on the straight
itself. The medifications appear to
work, for he also mentioned over-
steer in several corners. Patrese
ran throughout on slicks, but could
not match the speed of Reute-
mann and Rosberg with similar
equipment in the wet : neverthe-
less, he finished 6th. Stohr, also
using slicks throughout, trailed
his team mate in the early stages,
but had a “touch” with Lees
which sent him spinning. He re-
tired with engine failure

| Marc Surer had a troubled prac-

ENSIGN
Ensign-Ford
MN 180 B/15
Marc Surer (CH)
While the Ensign team has gone
through a financial rearrange-
ment, ex-Lotus men Ralph Bel-
lamy and Nigel Bennett remainon
the design side. The chassis
brought to Kyalami had been en-
tirely re-skinned using honey-
comb material and carbon-fibre,
and wind tunnel tests had con-
firmed the effectiveness of a
Brabham-type side wing profile

tice, but raced confidently until a
series of electrical problems side-
lined him, There are expected to
be two Ensigns at Long Beach.

ATS-Ford D4/06
Jan Lammers (NL)
ATS-Ford D4/05
spare

With a new French engineer rec-
ruited from Ligier in Hervé Guil-
pin, and some expensive quarter-
scale wind tunnel work in con-
junction with aerodynamic spe-
cialists SERA in Paris, this Ger-
manibacked team is beginning to
look a lot less of a joke than be-
fore. The new chassis (06) turned
out to be 6 kg heavier than last ye-
ar's car ; returneddriver Lammers
found himself in the older 05 on
Friday following engine problems
with the regular car. On the sec-
ond lap of the race, whiletryingto
take second place from de Angelis
at Clubhouse corner, the curly-
haired Dutchman damaged the
car and spent the best part of an
hour on repairs in the pits. The
newest ATS is expected to be
ready just before Long Beach, but
it is unlikely to be taken there be-
cause of the heavy schedule
(three GPs in six races)being sug-
gested for the immediate future.




THEODORE
Theodore-Ford TR2
Geoff Lees (GB)

PARMALAT
BRABHAM
Brabham-Ford

BT 49/09 :

Nelson Piquet (BR)
Brabham-Ford

BT 49/07

Ricardo Zunino (RA}
Although Bermie Ecclestone’s
cars now carry “'Pemex” (Mexi-
can Petroleum) stickers in addi-
tion to the familiar Parmalat liv
ery, it may be a leng time before
the team’s regular number two
driver, Mexican Hector Rebaque
1s fully recovered from the hepati-
tis which kept him outof the car in
South Africa. His place was taken
by Ricardo Zunino, making a re
turn to the team and showing
more speed than he did in the first
half of last year. While number
one driver Nelson Piquet concen-
trated on the Hewland gearbox
version of the BT49, Zunino was
given the car with the California
built Weismann transmission,
which he reported to be a big im
provement on the early version he
tried last year. The Brabham me-
chanics remain less than enthu-
siastic about the transverse Am-
erican gearbox, despite its aerod-
ynamic potential. Zunino had &
some transmission problems dur-
ing practice on Thursday, but took
8th place in therace, the first time
the Weismann has gone full GP
distance. The promised turbo-
BMW four-cylinder engine for l

Piguet did not materialise (BMW
engine man Paul Rosche now
says that the 1.5-litre unit is un-
likely to be race ready until mid-

season), leaving Piguet to setpole [ ke - — road and was forced to retire at

MARCH
March-Ford 811/02
Derek Daly (IRL)
March-Ford 811/03
Eliseo Salazar (CHI)

A Daly had

gearbox and oil tank problems
which were the result of his car's
newness : he retired from the
race with the transmission Stuck
in second gear

SAUDIA LEYLAND ! Tyrrell-Ford 010/2

WILLI £

Wiiliam?.':gf]’ arass wh Eddieycpee‘}'er {L oo
ams, VI me- -

FW 07./09 - el Y 2el-Ford Q10 /4

Desire Wilson (ZA)
Tyrrell-Ford 010/5
Cheever’s spare

Alan Jones (AUS)
Williams- Ford

FW 07/08 :

Carlos Reutemann (RA)
Williams-Ford
FW07/010

Jones’s spare

designer Patrick Hea

and new gquarters-
nel next to the fac-

serious incident of the
i the Williams team Among the detail changes to the
ann’s accident on 010chassis since 1980is a stiffer
morning, when he ran il chassis: the T-car (raced by Che-
i ile testing on full ever after a race morningpractice [§
oststrangled in accident) also sported reinforcing
1g. Having opted at arms in the side pods and Ligier-
ute for slick tyres, like “’kick-ups’* ahead of the rear
went on to score one wheels. Maurice Phillippe is de-
) complished victo- signing a new car which is ex-
ng established pole posi- pected to race within two months.
pite a decision (because of

Cheever had one mild accidenton
ry) to sit out the Fri- Friday, but the incident on race
y sessions. Jones, who had morning was serious enough to

worried during dry practice B give him a severe shaking (his
about high tyre wear, started the shoe was trapped in the bent me-
each side of the car ina bid 1o im. 207, 27 Wet tyres, made a poor [l tal). Désiré Wilson, making her
prove cooling. The FWO7 which start when secandgearrefusedra B GP race début, had one engine
races at Long Beach will be very f”c g2, and ran off the road only|@l failure and three spins during
different, for Head says that the | after a quick stop for [l practice. Cheever optedtorace on
aerodynamic changes not anly a ough he returned to the slicks and ran non-stop to a com-
ter the centre of pressure but also damaged rear wing paratively subdued 7th place,
require revisions to the weight replaced, the champion| | while Mrs Wilson, who was del-
distribution and  suspension .=, CHr€0 a5 aresult of a dam- |#| ayed at the start, ran well enough
geometry. Head already has a 2o Sxirt which badly upset thef.| on wet tyres to overtake her male
new chassis in mind, with the in. - ° "2ndling y

new chassis
showed detail g r
them oil and water rad
which have changed plac

slicks g
Taces he
had b

team mate: later she spun off the

position with his regular Cos-
worth chassis. He finished 2nd in

her pit with suspension damage.
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